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intelligent persons, that the mjsphiefs to social order and the 
subordination of ranks, which a dastardly policy so confidently 

{>redicted would arise from the general diffusion of know- 
edge, were perfectly vi$ipnary. Jheff ha,v$ not feijed to 
observe,' what was in itself so Obvious, that, whHe the poor 
receive the advantages of education, and thereby rise some- 
what higher in the/$$$)q o/ri^{gnj}l e^tence, the superior 
instruction to which the rich will in consequence have recourse, 
will always preserve a sufficient distance between the classes 
into which society is distributed. They are satisfied, it is only 

q reasQn to b$ alarmed a^ the 
heir subjects, tfrpe states, on 
I ctyect % the pmsj^$y sjpd 
: he indebted fpj fcnej^ percoa- 
a^ psrsuasiop of tj^ip: u^ity ; 
xp to ts&e, <|eep8rw#t, & the 
^ructecj, md thus enabled to 
wlity, nat«o. much, &om pre- 
judice and custom, as.fcom ^ clear perception^ the benefits 
U afford them. . . *^ 

. The affectation of charity* which objected to the education 
of the poor, from the evikw wtnch,.it was pretended, know, 
ledge would involve them, has likewise sunk into contempt. 
That education is injurious, tQ the p^ar, a* it serves to pro* 
mote indolence and vanity^ i* now unir*rsally regarded as 
among the most groundless o£ sop-positions. Knowledge does 
riot provide food for the bungvy, or clothing for the na^ed. 
Industry is auite as necessary after instruction, as it was be- 
fore; and the only dh$ei f 6nee ]$, that those wio have been 
instructed, are able to turn the fruits of T their labour to t)je 
best account. Nor fa the other part of the charge more sub- 
stantial. ' A & education be^qmes gepprg^ its adyantagps pe$e 
to become excitements to vanity ; since no' man is vain of what 
he has in eemmon with his neighbours. Nothing can be niore* 
untrue than the assertion, which was at ope t|me so vehe- 
mently reiterated, that the diffusion of koowfedge'is the ef- 
fusion of misery. It is^ on the icoi^raqr, t]iQ proneftj of 
knowledge to elevate aqd refjtne pur n^r^|T-tp eaablp a m^n 
to find satisfaction in, his own bo^pm,--^, npt only ^ ( pfp- 
duce a taste for intellectual delights, fjtuj; to des{:ro« (he.tye^p, 
relish for , gratifications purely sensual, Contfin^Jl^ nj^g, 
as a being capable of religion, and designed for icoqs^ou^ 
existence in a future state, and it wilf appear still more de- 
sirable that he should be well educated, whatever be his con- 
dition in life : while of the qbarity that it becomes tis to culti* 
vate as Christians, there cannot be a more appropriate ohjeet 
than the education of the poor. To them an especial regaud has 
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ken ^paid in tfae €brisfcidh scheme— m the subject of which 
it theats, its relation to thesrtate of man, stud the mode Of 
its propagation in the Wttrld. 

Unhappily* however, ihen have no sfconer agreed as to the 
expediency of a beueVoleftt ptqfecft, than they fall out about 
the meajis of carrying it into effect ; and waste, about indif- 
ferent points, those emme, whidb, if properly directed, wduld 
have crowned the tttairt dbjeoti wkh sticctess. A new mode of 
education ha* beret* uwentfed, feivd ducoessfuVly practised ih 
•many districts <&f the kirtgdon&y by maans of Which education 
has been rendered sa elitotp ttftd ea$y v and so much time and 
labour abridged in teaching, that, with a little assistance from 
the rich, the benefits of instruction may be imparted to the 
mast indigent classes of the community. This happy imL 
ffrovemem : haa met with ainiveml applause, but while aH 
good men should have cttmbifred together to give it efficacy, 
an urtfortfinate division, fbttiewbed, no doubt, by the artifices 
of the mean and interested* has taken plage amonjj therh ; 
and a> violent- debate ha* arisen as to the mbde in which this 
improvement should be adopted. The importance of the 
subject aad the attention it has? eKcited. will justify us in en- 
tering: at some length into tte merits erf thecontro'her'sy. But 
£s in some measure a necessary preliminary, We sba-H, pre- 
viously to exattriniiig -the qu0st*0ri respecting the application 
of the new mode of tu itiott/ give a short account of its origin, 
it* sueoesrivfc improvements, aWd its adoption in different parts 
of the united kingdom. It is grateful to eonfenfrplate even 
the partial diffusion of good* : 

Like iriany of the most useful human inventions, the netf 
system of ecfaieaticta arose frfcin Necessity. In the year iTSsfJ 
*acboqly called thfe Male Asyllufi, was established at Egmore*, 
near Madras, tfdp the education of the* destitute male children 
of the European soldiery. Dr. Bell, being chaplain of that 
establishment, waa requested tcf Undertake the management 
of .the charity. To this request, froirt the hope of being 
mope useful in hit* station, he readily acceded ; but in his 
firat attempt to discharge the duties committed to him, he 
met with great obstructions. The practice of teaching the 
letters by making the scholars trace them in sand, had been 
in use, time out of mind, in the nativfe schools. This prac- 
tice, a material part of the new system* which imparts the 
knowledge of the letters with greater facility than the old 
method, while it likewise communicates the power of making 
theiD, and aoHtttis the children, Dr. Bell reserved to introduce 
iato<th*£ Male Asylum*. But to effect this improvement, and 
neduiaeibe school to some order, he found he must begin by 
some of? the pupils to babiu of- strict discipline and- 
312 
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prompt obedience. For, besides that it was extremely diffi- 
cult to re-mould the minds of his assistants, grown old in 
prejudices, they were no sooner trained, than they could earn 
a better salary on easier terms. Thus another* and indeed 
the most important step was taken ; for the plan of tuition, 
by the agency of the boys themselves, is the foundation of 
the new system. The . school was divided into classes, each 
furnishing its teacher, assistant, usher, and sub-usher: a re- 
gister was kept of the daily tasks, and another of daily of** 
fences : the scholars were made to do every thing for them- 
selves : the bad boys were entrusted to the care of the good : 
in cases of delinquency, the boys were themselves the judges. 
By these arrangements, .order, attention, industry, and good 
behaviour were promoted in the school. The boys, after 
learning the letters, were taught in the usual way ; and made 
great progress in reading, writing, arithmetic,geometry, and 
various other branches of knowledge, generally taught in 
good English seminaries. There was an annual saving of 
nearly 1000/. in the education of two hundred boys. On his 
arrival in England, in 1797, Dr. Bell published a small pamph- 
let, entitled " An Experiment in Education, &c." in which he 
detailed, at some length, the foregoing particulars; and inserted 
also a letter of thanks from the four masters, his assistants, 
and a recommendation of the plan, by the members of the 
Madras government, to the other British dependancies in India. 
The pamphlet at this time excited little attention, and Dr. 
Bell retired into Dorsetshire. 

In the following year, Mr. Lancaster opened a school in 
the Borough-road, for the purpose of teaching, at half the 
usual price, the dements of literature, to the children of 
mechanics; those whose parents could not. afford to pay for 
tlieir instruction, being admitted gratis. His great object 
was to render education as cheap as possible, and lie was 
continually engaged in making experiments, with a view to 
save time and labour. Having been himself educated in a 
school divided into classes, each conducted by a monitor, he 
from the first adopted this plan ; thus saving entirely the ex- 
pence of assistants 9 salaries. When Dr. Bell's pamphlet fell 
iqto his bands, (in the year 1800) he derived from it the prac- 
tice of sand -writing. To reduce the expence of books and 
materials for writing, he made one book serve for a class, 
and substituted slates and pencils for pens, ink, and paper. 
The lessons he intended the children should read, were print- 
ed in a large type on one side of the paper, pasted on a board, 
and suspended on the wall ; classes of twenty or thirty boys, 
successively assembling, to spell or read from them ; so that one 
book supplied the place of two hundred, or even a much greater 
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number. The substitution of slates and pencils for the common* 
materials of writing, combined as it is with writing and spell- 
ing, is a still more valuable improvement. The boys being 
provided with slates and pencils, a word is given out distinctly 
by the monitor, which the other boys put down on their slates, 
and of course spell it at the same time. When this word has 
been inspected by the monitors of the respective classes, they 
roceeci to another, and in this way five hundred boys may 
e kept at work for hours, each of them being more atten- 
tive, more alert, and more diiigeut, than if he had himself 
had a teacher. The time that is hereby gained and the pro- 
gress that is made, are incafculable. 

To these improvements, Mr. Lancaster has added a new 
method of teaching arithmetic, in which the only qualifica- 
tion required in the instructor, is that of being able to read. 
He is furnished with a printed book of 'the sum, and of the 
manner in which the operation is to be performed, which he 
reads, while the other boys write it down upon their slates. 
For example, if the sum is in addition, 8y3 + 385 = 1278, he 
repeats the cyphers; and then, it being seen by an inspection 
of his slate, that every boy has written them correctly, he 
reads from the key as follows. * First column, 5 and 3 are 8 ; 
set down 8 under the 5 : second column, 8 and 9 are 17 ; set 
down 7 under the 8, and carry 1 to the next: third column, 
3 and 8 are 11, and 1 I carried, are 12: total in cyphers, 
1278 ; total in words, one thousand twi hundred and seventy- 
eight.' After every boy has read what he has written, it is 
examined by the monitor. This method is efficacious : it does 
not require the monitor to be previously instructed in arith- 
metic, and it keeps the whole class attentive and awake. 

These improvements are carried into effect by a wise and 
operative system of order and discipline, of rewards and 
punishments. One person, it is evident, could never instruct 
a hundred, much less a thousand boys, except by the closest 
attention to method and regularity. In this department, Mr. 
Lancaster has successfully combined the prosperity of his in- 
stitution with the amusement of his scholars. Every child 
has his own place, both in the school and in his class, ac- 
cording to his progress in learning, wearing a number attach- 
ed to it, — both which he forfeits" to the boy who corrects him 
in his lesson. In £oing out of school, in coming into it, and 
in moving from different places of it, the scholars proceed 
with the utmost order, at the word of command. It is curious 
to observe with what quickness and docility even the least of 
the children, who are learning their letters in the sand, obey, 
without noise, the signals of their monitor. • While the boysj 
by such regularity and constant employ, are secured from 
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yawning arid H$tl6Hsne$s', the hdpfc of praise and etooluineifct 
stimulates them to diligence and exertion. Besides the tickets 
which axe indications of merit, and which can be exchanged) 
one for a paper kite, tjvo for a ball, &c. there are pictures, 
given as prizes, , and an order of merit, the highest honour 
in the school, whose members wear a silver medal, suspended 
from their neck by a plated chain. There are likewise writing 
matches, which provoke emulation between the classes. Mr. 
Lancaster has invented punishments, also, of various kinds, 
s'uph as putting a wooden log round the neck, shackling the 
feet or the hands, or suspending the boys id a basket, to cor- 
rect and prevent negligence, vice, and indolence; These 
punishments are contrived to operate on the mind, rather 
than the body, and are varied according to the degrees o£ 
delinquency. 

In consequence of these inventions^ the knowledge of read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, may be imparted to the chil- 
dren of the poor, before they are able to work, at an expense, 
of little more than 5s. per annum.* 

From the foregoing statement, it will be easy to adjust the 
claims of the meritorious persons, to whom we are indebted 
for these happy and beneficial improvements in education. 
Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster* both from different causes, had 
recourse to monitors ; Dr, Bell to brihg hist school into order 
and obediepce, Mr.. Lancaster to save ex pence* Di\ Bellhaa 
introduced the practice of sand* writing into this country, while 
Mr, Lancaster has invented a new mode of teaching arithme- 
tic, substituted slates and pencils for the ordinary materials 
of writing, . and combined, with these improvement*, an effi- 
cacious system of scholastic government. 

This, we believe, is an Equitable adjustment of tine elaitns 
of those gentlemen* But if it should be maintained^ that 
Mr. Lancaster is not the author of any of the usefol innova- 
tions in the new mode p£ tuition,, and that all the inventions, 
of which he is unquestionably the author* have more of mum*» 
mery than utility in them, (which, however, in our opinion,., 
remains to be proved*) he yet has sufficient merit of 'aoothev 
kind, to intitle him to the admiration of his. contemporaries^ 
and secure him the gratitude of posterity. Even his enemies 
cannot but acknowledge, that be is the most zealous, themo$t 
' active, and the most successful promoter of the new s*ysten*i 
of education. He fi*st awakened the nation to a sense of. it* 
importance and. utility. He has gained patronaiit every pant 
of, tlie empire, to his. own abode. Hasi enemies, from bre>srt»e?- 
cess, have been stimulated to lend their support to- hia rival. 

■ ;< ■ » n , u rf<| > ii f ■ ■ . t lil .. ■. » ! " .. i . ■ J ■ ' ■■ • ..I m ' ' ■ ■ ' 

* Report; f*\* 
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The history of tbe diffusion of the new doctrines respecting 
education, is the detail of his labours, privations, and benevo- 
lence. . Generations unborn, while reading his life, will bless 
him, whose 1 exertions of body and of mind, bare made the 
light tff sci&rice as accessible as the light of the sun. , 

Tfte gchtibl Wfiibh Mr. Lancaster had opened in the Borongh- 
rodd, cfttftiiiud&i for sortie years a private concern. Num- 
bers were educated freely. Two benevolent persons, Mr. 
Thomas Spurge and Mr. Anthony Sterry paid for. five or six: 
children. But all this was of a private nature ; and Mr. Lan- 
caster gave the whole of the money to defray the ex pence 
of the first b " Yich the increasing number of the chil- 

dren made tit to erect. A second building was 

added, by t ty of the Duke of Bedford and Lord 

Somerville y 1804 the institution was converted into 

k free school lio chose to attend. In order to extend 

the plan to d children, a mortgage for 400/. was 

passed upon the premises. 

M was Mr. Lancaster's earnest wish, to extend the benefits 
of his plan to every corner of the land. In the following 
year, accordingly, 400/. were raised, to train young men who 
might propagate the system. The King, who had inquired 
into its merits, gave it his liberal support, and other branches 
of the royal family followed his majesty's example. 

While Mr. Lancaster wa,s en gaged in these benevolent pro- 
jects, notwithstanding his frugality, economy, and self-denial, 
notwithstanding the profits rif his printing press, and the 
gifts of individuals, tne expeuce required to carry them into 
effect vvas.sb great, as to reduce him to extreme embarrass- 
ment. The sums expended in erecting buildings for training 
'voting men, the charge incurred in boarding them^ the fruit- 
less attempt to form village schoolmasters at Maiden Bradley, 
the impositions of some tradesmen, and the failure of a per- 
son who had undertaken to defray the expence of a school 
erected at Camberwell, involved Mr. Lancaster in a debt ex- 
ceeding bj 294$/. the whole of his property. That he was 
brought thus to the verge of ruin, the ruin both of himself 
antf his schemes, was not owing to his carelessness or extra- 
vagance. For the trustees, who examined into the state of 
his concerns, report, that when in 1808, they first examined 
into his affairs, and the nature of his embarrassments, 

1 they Were exceedingly gratified to find that his debts originated from 
engagement* entered into with different tradesmen, for accomplishing the 
mod dbjectt of rendering his system for the education of the poor, a? 
iastfttatioQ for national benefit. I he principal of these were for brick- 
hjei* timber* merchant, carpenter, type-founder, stationer, furniture, and 
•ttar necessaries for such an establishment. They found, that although 
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there were at that time in the family twenty-four persons to be boarded, 
there was scarcely a debt owing to any butcher ; for the Family, during a 
considerable time, had only enjoyed the, taste of butcher's meat, when 
an occasional donation at the school furnished them with the means of 
purchasing a small quantity. The family had subsisted chiefly on bread 
and milk; and to the honour of a baker in the neighbourhood, to whom 
there was a considerable debt owing, it must be mentioned, that when a 
degree of surprise was manifested, at baying given so large a credit, he 
replied, 'the, good which Mr. Lancaster has done to the poor of this 
neighbourhood is such, that as long as I have a loaf left, I will give 
the half of it, to enable him to continue such beneficial exert^ons. , — 
Report, pp. 24, 25. 

There were many persons no less generous and benevolent 
than this baker, and; happily for the community, the atten- 
tion of a few of them was attracted toward Mr. Lancaster's 
affairs. Of these, the most distinguished is Mr. Joseph Fox, 
who, deeply convinced of the merit of the new system, re- 
solved, at great hazard to himself, to preserve its promoter 
from threatened ruin. To ward off immediate danger, he 
•gave bills to the amount of 3600/. which he punctually paid, 
and together with Mr. Jackson, M P., Mr. William Allen, Mr. 
Corston, Mr. Sturge, and Mr. Foster, undertook the manage- 
ment of Mr. Lancaster's pecuniary concerns. The large sum 
advanced by Mr. Fox, was partly repaid. In order to provide 
for the current expences, these generous men, by soli* 
citing their friends, obtained 4000/. by way of loan, for the 
support of the institution ; and in addition to the time and 
labour which they have employed, to an incredible degree, iri 
promoting the good work, they have advanced, at different 
times and in various proportions, nearly 6000/. 

Mr. Lancaster had already given instruction to thousands of 
poor children, trained young men capable of conducting si- 
milar institutions to that of the Borough-road, and established 
several in different districts. It was impossible that so much 
good should be done without alarming the ignorant and bi- 
goted classes of society. Some were enemies of the educa- 
tion, of the poor altogether. Others thought Mr. Lancaster 
carried his project too far, and imagined that no small mischief 
would ensue from teaching them to cypher: and others were 
sure that, being a Quaker, his-exertions must be dangerous to 
the established religion. Mrs. Trimmer, a lady who had de- 
served well of the public by writing little books for children, 
first gavethe alarm. She propfiecied many evils to society, and 
to religion, especially "that by law estafilished, as the conse* 
quence of encouraging Mr. Lancaster's schemes. Though 
she was heard but with little attention, Mr. Archdeacon Dan* 
beny caught the sound. He exhibited Mr. Lancaster as the 
tool of Deists, and his plan as ' deism under the imposing 
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guise of philanthropy, making a covert approach to the for- 
tress of Christianity,* The clamour, however, of this noisy 
person, made' little impression. Mr. Lancaster published a 
confession of his. faith, sufficiently ample and satisfactory* 
Though it was industriously and maliciously reported, that 
the King had withdrawn his subscription, he yet, it evidently 
appeared, steadily continued his patronage. From a man, 
therefore, whose faith in the Christian doctrines was so un- 
questionable, it was pretty generally thought, religion had 
nothing to fear and much to expect : nor couid a plan, which his 
Majesty, after mature deliberation, had encouraged by his 
cordial approbation and firm support, be fraught with much 
danger to the national church. The education of the poor 
appeared, therefore, to be a great and desirable good, which 
Mr. Lancaster's inventions powerfully tended to promote. 
The clamours and invectives and calumnies of Mr. Lancas- 
ter's enemies haying failed of their desired effect, a new ex- 
pedient was devised ; and since the poor, it was plain, must be 
taught, a person was to be found, who might incorporate the 
national creed with his system of instruction. To the labo- 
rious and successful instructor of the poor, whose progress, as 
he did not train them in the principles either of Churchmen 
or Dissenters, could not fail, it was concluded, to be destruc- 
tive of our religious polity, a rival must be set up and encou- 
raged. For this purpose, several circumstances strongly re- 
commended Dr. Bell. He was the cordial friend of the 
Church. Part of the new svstem, at least, was of his inven- 
tion. Something had been dlone, in 1798, to model, upon his 
plan, the charity-school of St. Botolph, Aldgate, and in the 
follovving year, the Kendal schools of industry were esta- 
blished on the same plan. He had, indeed, for eight years 
after the publication of his pamphlet, lived in retirement* 
leaving his doctrines silently to make their way among the 
wise and benevolent. But, in 1806, he complied with an invi- 
tation from the trustees of the parochial school, Whitechapel, 
to assist them in reducing his theory to practice in that cha- 
rity, which in two months was fit to be exhibited as a sample 
of the Madras system. He gave his tirpe and labour gratis, 
and the worthy trustees took the opportunity to ' express their 
high and grateful sense of the inestimable service he has ren- 
dered to mankind, and particularly his benevolent and inde- 
» fatigable attention to the organizing of this institution.' The 
charity schools of Lambeth, and Mary-le-bone, and also the 
Royal Military Asylum at Chelsea, were re-modelled according 
to Dr. Bell's directions. This excellent person, therefore, 
seemed very fit to take the business of education out. of Mr. Lan 
caster's hands ; and, accordingly, those who had heretofore 
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declaittterf ag£iftft Mr. Lancaster* b^gart to try Adr laudatory 
powers ujton Dr. Bfcll. ' ' 

Meafwhile, Mr. Ldricaster's pecuniary affair* b&ttg entirely 
ntenaged by the benevolent individuals already mentioned, he 
Was left at liberty to pursue measures f&r diffusing the benefits 
6fbiS systehv^wtoeh he did vfith redoubled zeal and alacrity. 
Iff the three years, ending 1809j he rtaede twelve journfies, in all 
3^062 miles— delivered seventy -four tebtures— and established 
forty.«five schools, at which U*3O0 children received instruct 
tibn. Froch this account it will be concluded that it is Very 
easy to multiply Laneasterlah schools, and that there must be" a 
great facilrty iti providing irtstrticlors. Tbfc, indeed, appears 
to be' so striking a feature iti the rieiw systfeto, that oar readers 
Will be much pleased in reading the 4 following passage, which 
se& its resources for indefinite multiplication in a most advan- 
tageous arid affecting light 

7 * A great number of persons have been instructed in the system at the 
Royal Free School. Jky many of these its benefits have been diffused 
over the nation. From this centre, instruction to the poor has* flowed 
- through the empire, and continues to do ao with more advantage than 4 
ever. 

' During a severe illness, which in 1269, confined me to my bed sotoe* 
weeks at Bristol, the master of that school, who had beert educated from ari 
eatly age iri my own, attended me in all my painful illness, with the most 
filial affection. A boy only thirteen years of age, kept school for him with 
ao great success, that When my recovery enabled me to return to town* 
feeing in a feeble state, I required the master to accompany met and 
faring a week's absence, this lad was sole governor of the school. This 
boy had obtained his knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic* in. 
the Bristol school, in less than eighteen months ; on coming in, he was id 
one of the lowest classes, and at the end of twelve months he excelled 
every boy in the school, and had become monitor-general. The coWtfttee 1 
visited the school in'the master's absence, and found this excellent lad; tii 
use a school-boy's expression; * king of the castle." This Order afnd ex* 
cellerit conduct did not pass unrewarded; The committee sabscribied 
among themselves a sum of money, to make him a present of a new silver 
watch, with a suitable inscription. Upon my recovery* I returned to 
Bristol, and again lectured there ; and when speaking on the subject of 
rewards, I gave the lad his watch in the name of the committee, specifying 
his conduct. He received his prize with joy amidst the plaudits of eight 
hundred persons, among whom his father and mother were not the least 
happy ; and who but for the school at Bristol, would have been unable to 
educate him. 

< It not being judged proper at that "time to enlarge tie fairiity iti South- 
wark, I boarded and clothed him fn Bristol for twelve mofaths; after which! 
t received him homVto the Borough. In a' short time he was pMced *4 
master at a school at Southgate, built and supported by my friend, John? 
Walker, Esq. to extend the bussing of education to the boor children* in? 
that neighbouihobd » my worthy friend speak ff in the'mostpiea l sxmjhB(hiierjpf 
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tie ability afcd gtfod cdndact of this article and excellent boy. In this state*, 
roem is the pleasing history of a- bey, who** talents would hare rtiost Kkefy 
been buried under the rub'iish of ignorance* had not the facilities of this 
system developed them ; this, however, is but one proof of many which might 
he adduced of the good done by it. An ignorant lad comes to school ik 
1807, in about two years after he is able to conduct the institution in 
which he obtained his learning ; in three years, after a little instruction in 
the Borough Road, he proves himself qualified to conduct a large school, 
to the satisfaction of his immediate patron, and the delight of all that 
visit it. 

* To bring all the instances I might advance, would fill a volume, in- 
stead of a brief report. I must not, however, omit one lad, James George 
Penney. About the year 1805 this boy attended the school in Sbuthwark ; 
he was fatherless, and his mother poor. At that time he would often come 
to school in the morning, and remain there till night without any dinner ; 
this was soon discovered by his feeling schoolfellows, some of whom dried 
up the tears which hunger occasioned, and supplied his wants by a contri- 
bution of bread and meat, which some of them were pleased to call " a 
parish dinner :■" this circumstance coming to my knowledge, and knowing 
him to be an excellent boy, I took him into rrty house ; at first he appeared 
dull from habitual depression. The close of the year before last he was 
sent into Shropshire, and spent about six months there, in the house of a 
most liberal and excellent clergyman. The first village school that he or- 
ganized was for 250 children ; and such was the progress made by the 
scholars, that, in one case, the clergyman was applied to by a man to 
inform htm if such improvement could be made by any thing short o£ 
witchcraft* This worthy boy did not leave that part of the nation without 
organizing schools for near l06(J children, which number is likely to b& 
doubled in the ensuing summer* many persons of influence in that part of 
the couBtry, having been convinced of the great good to be obtained by 
the universal diffusion of knowledge among the lower orders of society* 
This lad is now settled at iJath, over a school of 300 children ; and my 
accounts from Sir Horace Mann, Bart, the President, speak highly of the 
state of the school and conduct of the master* 

' An excellent lad, net fourteen* has just materially aided the orgaoiza- . 
toon of the school at Coventry for 4<W children. The committee, to express 
their sense of his services, have voluntarily allowed for his board, &c. aC 
the rate of 601. per annum : this is not quoted as a precedent, but as a 
proof of the hoy's activity and merits. A boy of seventeen keeps a school 
at Newbury for 200 children ; another at Chichester, about eighteen, 
will soon have 500. These facts prove, that this system possesses* the 
power of accomplishing considerable good with small means. 

' A young man just turned of twenty, and educated in the Borough 1 
Road, conducted a school at Bradley before lie was sixteen, and had die 
thanks dfthe Duke of Somerset for his excellent conduct and usefulness* 
After this, he organized schools in Liverpool and several other places with 
reputation and credit* He some time ago settled in Birmingham with a 
school of 4-00 children, which it is hoped will soon be extended to a thou* 
•and/ 

Iir 18 K3f Mr. Lancaster's, exiertii6»s faf exceeded thiose of arty 
former ydar, Hb rnwte Wv^jouffrites,- it* aM 3,775- mites, de* 
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Uvered sixty- seven lectures, and was tt>e instrument of forming 
fifty schools, for the education of \ 4,200 children. These lec- 
tures, which were delivered in the most populous and enlight- 
ened towns and cities in the empire, such as Bath, Bristol, Man- 
chester, Leeds, Edinburgh, Glasgow, &c. both diffused a know- 
ledge of the plan of instruction, and afforded the wealthier clas- 
' e*?s of the community an opportunity of displaying their libera 
lrty. The new system, indeed, is no longer confined to England. 
It. has made its way into Scotland, where it has met with the 
general approbation of all ranks, nobility, clergy, and gentry. 
It bas been received into North America ; and there is a pros- 
pect of extending it both into Africa and South America. We 
cannot forbear inserting the following passage from the Report 
of the Finance Committee, because we are sure it must be 
Cheering to. every friend of humanity. 

• « The Lancasterian system of education being calculated for universal 
adoption, it has been an essential point with Mr. L. and his friends, to 
extend its benefits to foreign parts; and as education must be considered 
the parent of all civilization, Africa has engaged a considerable portion of 
their attention : with this view a young man, a native of Africa, brought to 
this country by a person who had purchased him in the West Indies, having 
expressed to a gentleman his fears, that if taken back by his master, he wouloV 
be again sold and fall into slavery, he was humanely informed by this gen- 
tleman of the rights he could exercise in Britain; on which he quitted lys 
master. The case of this youth having been represented to Mr. L. and it 
appearing that he possessed good abilities, it was 'resolved that he should 
be admitted into the house, and trained for a school-master, in the hope, 
that, on a future occasion, he might be useful in this capacity in his native 
country, and be the means of establishing the Lancasterian system amongst 
the hitherto oppressed inhabitants of Africa. The talents and perseverance 
of this youth raised the most sanguine expectations of his future usefulness. 
It is therefore with grkf the Committee are obliged to report, that all 
those expectations have vanished with respect to his instrumentality; as 
after a short illness, he died suddenly, in the month of August, in conse- 
quence of the breaking of a large abscess which had formed in his lungs. 

* Depressing as this melancholy event has been, the Committee have to 
mention with much satisfaction, that the system is still likely to be extended 
to Africa, as the missionaries Wilhelm and Klein, who are destined to that 
part of the globe under the patronage of the Society for Missions to Africa 
and the East, have received the most ample instruction, by a daily attend- 
ance at the Borough Road school for near two months; and there is no - 
doubt but that by their zealous exertions, much good will be done to the 
children of the natives of Africa, who it is understood are exceedingly de- 
sirous to be instructed in what they term '* the white man's book." 

« The Committee cannot forbear expressing their admiration of the 
plan of this society, and they trust that, by the formation of schools, a 
sure foundation will be laid for much progress in the civilization of 
Africa. 

* Beside the instruction of these Missionaries, who seem to be men of 
considerable intelligence and ability, the Committee have thought it their, . 
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duty to teek for native African*, who may be qualified as school-masters ; 
and to realize this very desirable object, they have by a communication to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, Patron, and to the Directors 
of the African Institution, offered to board and educate at the expense o>f 
the Lancasterian Institution, two African youths, of good abilities, to be 
selected by the Directors, in order that they may be qualified as school- 
masters for the stations of the institution in Africa. 

' It it with much satisfaction the Committee have heard of the increased 
extension of the Lancasterian system in North America ; in addition to 
the schools established in fc New York and Philadelphia, have been received 
of the opening of one at Boston; and lately a very respectable application 
has been made to Mr. L. from a society formed for the education of die 
poor in George Town, Maryland ; this society has requested a saleable 
school-master, that they may be assured of the perfection of the plan. 

* They are also happy to be able to announce, that there is a prospect of 
the introduction of this system into South America. The deputies from 
Caraccas, in company with General Miranda, visited the Royal Free 
School, and have left this country with the intention of sending over two 
young men to be instructed by Mr. 1 L. The most pleasing intelligence 
has been received from Antigua i>f the success which has attended the 
efforts of a benevolent individual, who had formed schools on this plan for 
above 900 souls. The Committee judged h expedient to present this gen- 
tleman with all the requisite lessons, Ac. for the complete out-fit of two 
schools. 9 

It must also be mentioned that this system has been intro- 
duced into the army ; the Duke of Kent having attached a 
school to his own regiment, and Lieutenant Colonel Newdigate 
having established one for the privates' children of the 'King's 
own regiment of Staffordshire Militia. 

Instruction, however, could not he so widely diffused with* 
out expending immense sums of money. The erection of 
spacious school- rooms, together with the board and training of 
young men, for the purpose of superintending new schools, 
more than exhausted the annual subscriptions, without' dis- 
charging any part of the original debt. It seemed expedient that 
the establishment should become more public, and that others' 
who were well wishers to it, should share the burden which the 
six gentlemen already mentioned had sustained with such exem- 
plary generosity and diligence. It was thought that a large 
Financial Committee, composed of persons whose rank, talents, 
and public- and private virtue, would ensure general confi- 
dence, was necessary to give effect to plans for the genera! 
education of the poor. Accordingly, with the consent of Mr. 
Lancaster, and the most illustrious and steady of his sup- 
porters, a respectable meeting was held in December, 1810, in 
which it was unanimously resolved, that an institution should be 
formed for the support and extension of Mr. Lancaster's sys- 
tem of education, accessible to all ranks and parties: that, while 
the debt (about 5OQ01.) should be reduced by payments otft of the 
donations occasionally made to the institution, to diffuse its 
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benefits as widely as possible, jiiiZl sub- 

scriptions, already amounting raised t<j 

pfSOOO : tbftt it would be best tat of Mr. 

Lancaster's affairs to the six i men^ ki$ 

trustees ; a cc-mm jtjtqe of forty ?ntjen>en», 

being chosen, to watch ov$r the Cfprjeral interest oft tfap ins-tir 
tutiou, of which the Duke ?f Beidtprd an<t l*®f4 geqrtetfville 
were nominated presidents : r th&t big Mfyesribyl as soon as the 
fcnaJMy with which he was afflicted should be jpertuwoA, he en 
treated to become its chief patron ; and tbatagengf&l fleeting 
be held at tbe earliest eon veniefit period. • • ' 

The Committee held several-' meetings, for the dispatch 1 of 

fter several defaysf; from various* causes* f hfe 

was held May 11, at the Freietnasbn's ^#yern, 

e concourse £f distinguished perso.nsu Tb$ 

d was in tbe chair, supported by the ftoyai 

nd Sussex. fTift Prince Regent, wfypse oftiee 

04W losing pre^ep/ jq person, seot by bifreban* 

i, bis gr^aeiow' message, e*pr^stftg both lits 

rd the uwtitutk(n, and his fii m . resolution to 

support it by every means in hi* power, afjd requesting tfteftl 

to accept of a considerable sum as a donation, and enter hi$ 

n^rpe&s an annual subscriber, After the business of tbe day 

fract been opened by thjB npble chairman, a number of resoio* 

tiam were agreed to, the substance of a few only of which we 

$an lay hefpre qur readers* The seventh and eighth resplu* 

tions, made at the motion of His Hoyal Highness tbe Duke of 

&$ntj anc| seconded by his Royal Highness tbe Puke of Sussex, 

UPPPit, that tfie 4^ioteres^ed efforts of Mr. Laaeqster in 

^Hv^nting tb# Hoyal JL^ncasterian system of education, and ia 

tp^velli^g near 7QO0 mjles, £ud delivering to different act* 

d^pces 14Q lecture^, fqr the purppse f>f carrying it into effect; 

plpvit tbe support and approbation «f the empire. From 

the tenth and eleventh resolution^ ifc appears, that, of the 

7090 children educated at the 3prougb $ehool> it bad not 

tt#t h®Qf> ]tPPW& tb^t one individual hm been charged with a* 

cjiflHnal ofiftngg iq any CPtjrt of justice* n& had aey of thetij 

b^^U pro^l yfed U> Mr. Lapc^t^r's peculiar religious* apioioro ; 

isjUfong j«TM§f ot'tha benefit of the system, and of the gaifety 

W&wt)ich{ person? of a)l religious denemimtiottMnay upitein 

*mjppi* 9$ fop, I^titwtton. Tbe thirteenths fourteenth, fif* 

t^n^h s ^ndsi^t^emh resolutions, are of the same import \rit& 

tbqsft Hiadje jm tj*e previp*is meeting, respecting tbe e^pence^ 

uMWf^w,4&9faw& &* h»«efits of Mr. WwmsN^s system, ami 

tfo nvpvifr pf 4sfrw»g thp*n> 

S^jng tbtfs patronised snd supported, ibe progress- *£ Mr; 
%rim&%\tf$ iw^tjonp for educating! the paor, daily became 
VWtfft£8r& l U) andr#pidv Tbe )ast jraatfs report of tbe instu 
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totton hat not yet come' to our hands* But Mr. Lancaster, we 
believe, has been, if possible, more industrious during the 
last than during the former year. Many new schools have . 
been erected in different parts of England. In Scotland also 
fresk schools h^ve been opened that seem to promise much 
goo4 ; and, in many populous parishes, the clergymen and 
berhoca<bave introduced the system into the parochial schools* 
Mr. Lanpaster has. made $ tour through Ireland, for the pur- 
pose of disseminating his doctrines respecting education, and 
ef establishing schools in that unenlightened and degraded 
part of the empire. Be was bailed as a benefactor. Catho- 
lics j*nd Protestants seemed to vie with each other in the zeat 
with which they concurred in the application of his improve- 
ments. Numerous schools have been opened, by the liberality 
of pi v ate individuals, as ^reli as the benevolence of united 
bodies. At Tullamore, a school has been established by the 
Countess of ChasleviHe, and another at Oastlecomer, by the" 
Countess Dowager ^ofi Ormonde* In Cork, in Belfast, in Li- 
Bcriek, and in other lange towns, schools have been opened, 
to which Catholics and Protestants send their children, with 
ptrfect goo^'frill. Tire secret is now discovered of civilizing -£. 
Ireland. Fifty thousand children, — it is not, perhaps, an ex- 
aggera^di sHSp^ositioD^^imay at this moment be enjoying the 
benefits of education in tlujt country. 

We shall keep within moderate bounds, if we estimate the 
exertions of Mr. Lancaster, in the course of last year* at the 
stipe rate as in the preceding. In the compass of live years, 
therefore, this most active philanthropist has travelled about* 
WflOQ miles, has, delivered more than 150 lectures, explaining* 
*ad recommending bis improvements in education, am) been 
tbeummunent of establishing sphools, to which nearly 100,000 
poor children are indebted for the blessings of instruction : 
» astoqishiog amount of good, to be the produotion of an in** 
dividual! . 

While these exertions for the education of the poor were 
made by Mr. Lancaster apd his friends, those who disapproved 
of him and his proceedings, were not idle. Hitherto Dr. Deft 
bad confined himself to the reforming of established schools. 
Iaitee, however, the Bishop of Durham, eminent for deeds 
of piety and benevolence, founded, and 'munificently endow-- 
ed, at Bishop's Auckland, a seminary for the education of 1 50* 
]rouBg f men, as masters in Dr. Belrs system. He also pre-* 
s#H$d this deserving gentleman to the mastershipof Slierbunr 
ftotptial, thereby enabling him entirely to withdraw from his 1 
parochial duties, apd turn bis undivided at ten lion to the edu- 
cation of the young men who were entrusted to his care, atti 
*> the establish Dg of schools for carrying his plans into effect. 
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Schools were either established or new modelled, in different 
districts of the bishopric, in Durham! Sunderland, Bishop'* 
Wearmouth, and Gateshead. Schools were also opened at 
Salisbury and Litchfield. 

Dr. Bell's success was not only promoted by his own efforts 
and those of his patrons. Letters in the newspapers, pam* 
phlets, sermons, and dialogues, issued from the. press in 
a{>und4ncey**-$ome vilely traducing Mr- Lancaster* - othei* 
proclaimipg the unsc-hiefa to be apprehended from, his exer- 
tions, and others urging the exclusive adoption of Dr. Bell's 
improvements. Among those who. signalized themselves by 
their predictions of evil, were the Archdeacon Danbeny, and 
the Kev. John Hume. Spry. This last .gentleman was quite 
sure, if the. children of the poor '-wore taught to read and 
write by Mr, Lancaster, and then presented with a Bible by 
the 9«itish and Foreign Bible Society, * the greater part of 
'them will. throw their Bibles into the fire,, and vote religion 
' to be an unnecessary and irksome restraint apart (the* inhe- 
4 rent rights and liberties of man. 9 The Archdeacon, assume 
ing a loftier style, branded Mr. Lancaster's plan as * a deceit* 
i ful institution,, the whole secret of which appears to be, 

* that of bringing the unsuspecting subjects. of it to the same 
4 dread level of professional indifference, by teaching them- 
€ to re^t satisfied with a kind of philosophical deism; 9 and,, 
in a strain wprtby of ah oracle, denounced it from the pulpit 
of St. Paul's, as ' calculated to answer no one purpose so* 
' much as that of amalgamating the 'great body of the people 

* into one great deistical compound.' ■ .; 

But the ignorance and bigotry- with which, as his most en-' 
lightened antagonists confess, Mr. Lancaster was. at first as*. 
sai]ect, ; gave place to calm and plausible objections as toabe 
tendency of his schemes, and to.fiequentand earnest recom-f 
mendation of Dr. Bell's system. In this line of argument 
several respectable persons displayed their zeal. '. Arfiongi 
these, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Bowyer,.and esptecially Mr. Pro- 
fessor Marsh, have exerted great ingenuity, and discovered; 
some moderation. Appeals 30 frequently made from such re- 
spectable quarters, at last roused the clergy. Together with 
the gentry, they have formed associations in many. counties; 
and schools have been opened in Exeter, Winchester, Cau-, 
terbury, Manchester, Chester, Whitchurch, Leeds, and other 
places. Many friends of the established church began to 
think, (what, it is very strange, its friends, for so many ages* 
never before suspected,) that it was necessary, a society should 
be formed to further the education of the poor, according to. 
the principles of the English church; With the view. of lay- 
ing the foundation of such a society as might extend its iu*: 
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flnence throughout the kingdom, a meeting was held the 16th 
of last October, the Archbishop of Canterbury in the, chair, 
when it was resolved, * that such a society be now.constituted, 
measures betaken for carrying it. into effect, and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, for "the time being, be President.'. 

The Committee appointed to draw up rules for the govern- 
ment of the society, presented, on the 21st of the same month, 
their report to a general meeting, when it was unanimously 
agreed : 

* Ttot the society Mould be styled.— « the National Society for prd- 
« rooting the Education of the Poor in the Principled of the Established 
f Church, throughout England and Wales i" that the sole object of thfe 
.} society shall be, to instruct and. educate the poor in suitable learning, 

* works of industry, and the! principles of the Christian reltgioo, accord- 

* ipg.to the Established Church ; that his grace the Archbishop of York* 

* and' the Right Reverend the Bishops of both proyince8,for the tijtip 

* benig, be vice-presidents, together . with ten temporal peers or privy*- 
' counsellors, to be nominated by the president and other vice-presidents, 

* and as vacancies may happen in future ; . that a committee of sixteen, 
« besides the president and vice-presidents, who are members ex officio, 
« tbe appointed to manage the affairs of "the society, for the present year, 

* by; the president- and the Bishop of London, and such other bishbps as 

* sbajl be in town ; a fourth part of the said sixteen to resign their office 

* at the end of the year, but to be capable of immediate re-election ; a 

* double list 1 shall be formed by the president and vice-presidents,, out of 

* which the. annual general meeting shall elect the persons who are to fill 
' up the vacancies; that a general .meeting be holden annually in thq 

* - mdnth of May or June, or oftener, if the committee shall think it ex- 

* pedient, when a report of the society's proceedings shall be made, a 
' statement of the accounts for the year be laid before the meeting, and 

* the vacancies in the committee filled up as above stated ; that the subscri- 

* hers o£not Je*s, than one guinea. annually, -or benefactors fee- the amount of 

* ten guineas, be qualified to attend such meeting*' 

Tbtese resolutions having been laid beforef his* Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, he 
was pleased to signify his approbation ,of them, and gra- 
ciously offered to become the patron of the society. With 
the sanction of the Prince Regent, his Royal Highness.. tbe[ 
Commander in Chief, in the beginning of the year, issued 
general orders for the establishment of regimental, schools, and 
the appointment of serjeant-schoolmasters. These prders, 
vyWcli had it. in view to, provide for the education of the sol-, 
diers* children, haye in many instances bjeen carried into ef* 
feet, a niimberof serjeant schoolmasters having been trained 
at the R6yal Military Asylum. 

This brief, and, we fear imperfect sketch, ©f the progress 
which the improvements in education have already made, can- 
not fail to exeftc in the breasts of our readers many pleasing 

Vol. VIII. 3 K 
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reflections and emotions. The important subject of the edu- 
cation of the poor has thoroughly seized the public attention. 
The good and intelligent of all ranks concur in its utility and 
importance. Great have been the efforts of benevolence. In 
the course of five years, provision has been effectually made 
for the education of no less than two hundred thousand chil- 
dren, who otherwise might have grown up in ignorance and 
vice. The survey, indeed, does not afford unmingled pleasure. 
The base and malignant arts, that were at first employed to 
retard its progress, and the interests and passions that now 
conspire to unfold and brighten it, are subjects of humiliation 
and regret. But though many of the agents have little claim 
to pure benevolence, there is reason to adore that wisdom 
which turns the bad passions or\mentothe advantage of so- 
ciety, and to rejoice that the poor are likely to reap, through 
•faction and interest, benefits which they might bave despaired.of 
from charity. Some impart instruction e out of contention not 
sincerity ; others of gobd wilt.' That it is imparted, is to us a 
matter of joy. Scotland, by means of its parochial schools, bas* 
for ages, been the most religious and virtuous of nations. Eug-* 
land, and even Ireland, are now rising to the same elevation ; 
and the patriotic wish of our venerable and afflicted Sovereign, 
that " he hoped to see the day when every poor child in his 
dominions should be able to read his Bible,' 9 is now on the 
eve of being realized. A new era dawns upon us. The stream 
of human science' enriched with divine wisdom, as it flows' 
through the land, takes every cottage in its way, and its track 
is adorned with order, industry, devotion, and happiness. 
(To be concluded in our next Number. J 

Art. VIII. 0« the Discouragements and Supports of the Christum 
Minister. A Discourse* delivered to the Rev. James Robertson, at 
his Ordination over the Independent Church, at Stretton, Warwickshire. 
By Robert Hall. 8vo. pp. 57. Button. 1812. 

IN bestowing more than ordinary attention upon this dis- 
course, we shall only yield to sentiments of admiration 
in which all its readers will partake, and pay a merited 
though humble tribute to its rare and distinguished excel- 
lence. If any other justification were necessary, it would be 
found in the well-earned celebrity of the author. Although 
a dissenter, and a divine, circumstances little calculated to 
attract the favour of the literary world, his nartie has already- 
been enrolled, by the common consent of all parties, among 
the ornaments of the age. By the commanding superiority 
of bis talents, prejudices the most hostile and inveterate have 
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been reduced to submission ; and even the bigoted, the seep** 
tical, and the licentious have done homage to the genius of 
a man, at whose principles they felt nothing but disgust. To 
a power of thought, that strikes at once, as if with the Wand 
of an enchanter, to the bottom of a subject, and lets in a 
flood of light upon its recesses, he has united a soundness of 
judgement that never embraces the heterogeneous, never 
omits the essential, nor is misled by a passion for originality. 
His imagination, ready to supply him, like an attendant 
spirit with treasures from every corner of the universe, is- 
troder the eontroul of an exquisite taste* A few short com- 
positions, resulting: from the exercise of such faculties on no 
ordinary acquisitions both in science and literature* and in- 
vested in a style that unites the ease and atticism of Addison, 
the splendour and animation of Taylor, and the' energy and 
harmony of South, have been sufficient to rank him with * 
the classics of. the language.. It is delightful to behold talents 
which command 'so general an admiration, devoted to the 
cause of religion and virtue. In exposing the deceits and 
atrocities of infidelity which once threatened to overwhelm 
our country, in rebuking its sins, unmasking its fashionable 
errors, exciting a patriotic zeal for its defence, and urging 
the instruction of its poor, he has discharged .socpe of the 
most important obligations, of a> literary nature,! which are > 
annexed to the possession of pre-eminent abilities. His 
performance of these duties, as they involve no peculiarities 
of religious opinion, has attracted general attention, • and 
secured him a high degree not only of the admiration of 
the public, but a high decree of its gratitude and esteem. * 

♦Lest the justness of this praise should be suspected by any who may 
happen to be unacquainted with the- compositions to which we allude, 
we venture to deviate so far from our -usual practice, as to insert the con- 
clusion of a Fast Sermon ( "-The sentiments proper to the present crisis'*) 
which was delivered in Oct. 1803, when apprehensions of invasion weoe> 
very prevalent* and before the commencement of the Eclectic Review,- 
If there is, in any language, a passage of the same length and equal 
eloquence, we can only profess, with all humility, we have never heard 
of it. • f 

' To form an adequate idea of the duties of this crisis, it will be neces- 
sary to raise your minds to a level with your station, to extend your views 
to a distant futurity, and to consequences the most certain though most 
remote; By a serifs 6f criminal enterprises, by the successes of guilty ' 
ambition, the liberties of Europe have been gradually extinguished: 
tfce subjugation of Holland, Switzerland, andttye free towns of Germany, 
Jus completed the catastrophe $ and we are the only peopte in the Eastern 

3K2 
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The literary services, however, in which Mr. Hall has hitherto 
engaged, though highly appropriate to the office of a Christian 
minister, and requiring talents rarely found in any station, 
were riot strictly of a religious complexion. If this has oCcur- 

hemisphere* who are in possession of equal laws and a free constitution. 
Freedom, driven from every spot on the continent, has sought an asylum 
in a country which she always chose for her favourite abode : but she is 

fmrsued even here, and threatened with destruction. The inundation of * 
awless power, after covering the whole earth, threatens to follow ? Us 
here ; and we are most exactly, niost criticallyplaced, in the only Aperture 
where it can be successfully repelled ; in the Thermopylae of the universe/ 
As, far as the interests of freedom are concerned, the most important by 
far of sublunary interests, you, my oouatrymen, stand in the capacity of 
thnfoederal representatives of the human race: for with you it i& to deter- 
mine (under God) in what condition the latest posterity shall be bo en : 
their fortunes are entrusted to your care, and on your conduct at this 
moment, depends the colour and complexion of their destiny. If liberty* 
after being extinguished on the continent, is suffered to expire here, whence*, 
is it ever to emerge, in the midst ot that thick night that will invest it; 
It remains with you, then, to decide, whether that freedom at whose* 
voice the kingdoms of Europe awoke from the sleep of ages, to run a 
career of virtuous emulation in every thing great and good; the freedom 
which dispelled the mists of superstition, and invited the nations to behold 
their God ; whose magic touch kindled the rays of genius, the enthusiasm 
of poetry, and the flame of eloquence; the freedom which poured into 
our lap opulence and arts, and embellished life with innumerable institutions; 
and improvements, till it became a theatre of wonders ; it is for you to 
decide, whether this freedom shall yet survive, or be covered with a 
funeral pall, and wrapt in eternal gloom. It is not necessary to await your 
determination. In the solicitude you feel to approve yourselves worthy* 
of such a trust, every thought of what is afflicting fn warfare, every appre- 
hension of danger must vanish, and you ' ngte in ther 
battle of ;the civilized world. Go then* yi anntry, ac- 
companied with every auspicious omen; i ty into ther 
field, where God himself musters th&bos is too,mucJ> 7 
interested in your success not to lend her i, over truV> 
enterprise her selectest Influence. While n the n>)4/ 
many will repair to the closet, many to faitjiful/of, 
every name, will employ that prayer wb _ :Go4:;tbf[ 
feeble hands which are unequal to any otter weapon, will .grasp th^swojd^ 
of the spirit ; and from myriads of humble and contrite hearts, the voice , 
of intercession, supplication and weeping, will mingle in : its ascent to 
heaven with the shouts of battle, and the shock, of arms,. 

" While you have every thing to fear from the success p&tfaL enemjy^ 
you have every means of preventing that Success; so that it is nex$ r tq : 
impossible for victory not to crown your exertions. The extent of your 
resources, under God, is equal to the jiwtoess of ypurcagse, 3ttMh0i*l4; 
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fcj to any of his readers as a subject of regret, or censure, we 
must be allowed to observe, not only that the ordinary duties 
of a profession are less in want of extraordinary faculties, 
but that in performing services of a more general nature, he 
has contributed invaluable assistance to the specific object 
of the Christian ministry. • The propagation 'tff principles 
peculiar to Christianity, distinguishing it front alt human 
systems, creating its transcehdant value, and affording the 
only rational hope of happiness, he has indirectly advanced 
to a greater extent, perhaps, than if it had formed thd precise 
purpose of his labours. Imputations of ignorance, vulgarity, 
and folly, derived from the uncouth peculiarities of* the lower 
classes, and disingenuously attached to every class who mani- 
fest a regard for religious truth, constitute one oV the most 
considerable trials of its intelligent and susceptible ad liferents ; 
and the prejudices, which they Naturally extend and per- 
petuate, afe artiong the most serious obstacles to its ad, 
mission into refined and cultivated minds. Nothing can be 
done by producing arguments on behalf of a system^ which 
under an odium of this nature is condemned without a Bearing f 



Providence determine otherwise, should you fall in this struggle, you 

will have the satisfaction (the purest allotted to man) of having performed 

your part: your names will be enrolled with the most illustrious dead ; 

while posterity, to the end of time, as often as they revolve the events of 

this period (and they will incessandy revolve them) will turn to you a 

reverential eye, while they mourn over the freedom which is entombed in 

your sepulchre. I cannot but imagine the virtuous heroes, legislators, 

and patriots of every age and country, are bending from their elevated 

seats, to witness this contest, as if they were incapable, till it be brought 

to a favourable issue, of enjoying their eternal repose, Enjoy that repose 

illustrious immortals ! your mantle fell when you ascended ; and thousands, 

inflamed with your spirit and impatient to tread in your steps, are ready 

to swear fy him that sitteth upon the throne, and livcthfor ever and evert 

they will protect freedom in her last asylum, and never desert that cause 

which yoii sustained by your labours, and cemented with your blood. 

And thou sole ruler among the children of men, to whom the shields of 

the earth belong, gsrd on thy sword 9 thou Most Mighty ; go forth with our 

hosts in the day of battle. Impart, in addition to their hereditary valour, 

tfut confidence of success which springs from thy x presence ; pour into 

their hearts the spirit of departed heroes, inspire them with thine own; and 

while led by thine hand, and fighting under thy banners, open thou their 

r?w to behold in every valley, and in every plain, what the prophet beheld, 

hytbe same illumination, chariots « of fire and horses of fire.' Then 

tkdl the strong man be as tdia 9 and the maker of it as a spark, and they 

that! both htm together, and none shall qtienih them." 
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and indeed, argument has probably less immediate weight than 
any thing else, in determining the opinions and eondition of 
men. The advantage of citing such an authority, as the writer 
of this disccjurse,, is incalculable. The reputation he has Re- 
quired, by his successes in a popular cause, sheds a lustre 
on the profession of principles, less favourably regarded by 
the public!, Jjut to which he is known to be cordially attached ; 
it gives a pledge that they are not incompatible with genius, 
philosophy* < and learning: and proves they are in no danger 
of wanting ,a champion, if assailed by any enemy worthy of 
his arm. 

Every t&ti pony, however, to the power of that arm has 
been accojnparued with a lamentation of its inactivity. While 
we defend $he direction of its public services, their suspension, 
appears tc- admit of no excuse. The fugitive nature of humaq 
life, the c^rquni stances of the age, and the singular qua- 
lifications, of the individual,, imperiously call upon him, 
hk a nuWjp defence and illustration of religious truth, to 
follow, up Vis victory and complete his triumph over the pre • 
iudfees r of the learned and polite. We, therefore, accept 
wtth extreme satisfaction, the first discourse he has committed to 
the |>ress* en a subject strictly religions: and cannot but re- 



gard Jt^-Jjike the shout of Achilles from the trenches, as an- 
nourjeipg l$s return to the field, inflamed with new ardour, 
and secure of a more splendid success, in a cause peculiarly 
hb own. 

. In a preface to this discourse, referring to the occasion on 
which it was originally preached, and recommending an aca- 
demical institution, lately established among the dissenters, 
before which it was subsequently delivered, the author be- 
speaks indulgence for introducing common and familiar sen- 
timents ; observing that originality is the last quality we seek 
for in advice. So far from this apology being necessary, we 
think there is hardly a remark or an admonition in the whole 
course of it, which is not, at least in the form and colouring, 
the result of his own observation and reflection. For this 
reason, as well as to justify our opinion of the author, and 

^niore effectually secure the public attention, we shall present 
U*e reader with a more extended view of it, than an ordinary 
caie would demand. 
lAfter a few prefatory sentences, remarkable only for a pe- 

, cuiiar ease and simplicity, the preacher proceeds to mention 
the several sources of discouragement and consolation which 
belong to the office of the Christian ministry. Among those, 
which regard the object of tt,-r-the preparation of human beings 
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or eternity,— -he mentions the indisposition of men's minds 
to the reception of divine truth, — the disgust which an* 
attempt to introduce it is often found to occasion, — the facility 
with which its impressions are effaced,— and, as a consequence, 
the extreme difficulty of producing the whole effect on the 
hitman character which is the leading design of Christianity ; 
a d.fficulty, in short, not to be surmounted, without the aid 
of a celestial influence. The other difficulties of the Christian 
ministry, are such as result from the diversities of character 
in the subjects on which it is to act; and under this bead, 
the preacher adverts to the principal duties, both public and 
private* which belong to the pastoral office. 

The encouraging considerations be mentions, are the divine 
institution of the office itself, the perfection of the materials 
provided for discharging it, the dispensation of the Spirit 
which is promised to give it efficacy, the importance and 
dignity of its functions, and the reward of diligence and fidelity. 
A view of the advantages which it affords for the cultivation 
of persona) piety, forms the conclusion of I he discourse. 

The most important practical truths connected with 4 these 
topics, are no doubt tolerably obvious; and must be qu : te fa- 
miliar to all proficients in theological literature But if any 
one should imagine these topics are exhausted, that there are 
no truths remaining to be told, and that those which have 
been told cannot now be repeated in a manner so different and 
superior, as to engage and impress the attention more per- 
fectly than before, we need only recommend the perusal of the 
following extracts frprq this sermon. 

The great object of Christianity is justly considered in this 
discourse, to be a renovation pf the human character; a change 
' frequently slow,' proceeded jn * by imperceptible steps and 
gentle insinuations, 9 but in its issue invariably the same, and 
so radical, as to be termed a new creation, and ' compared 
by the prophet to the planting of a wilderness, where what 
was barrenness and desolation before, is replenished with new 
productions.' The nature and importance of this change are 
thus concisely but impressively represented. 

* In attempting to realize the design of the Christian ministry, we 
are proposing to call the attention oF men from the things which are 
seen and temporal, to things unseen and eternal ; to conduct them 
from a life of sense, to a life of faith ; to subdue or weaken at 
least, the influence of a world, which being always present, is inces- 
santly appealing to the senses, and soliciting the heart, in favour of 
a state, whose very existence is ascertained only by testimony. We 
call upon them to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, to 
fagy the strongest and most inveterate propensities, and to renounce 
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the enjoyments which they have tasted and felt, for the sake of a 
happiness to which they have no relish. We must charge them, as 
they value their s Ivarion, not to love the world, who had been accustomed 
to make it the sole object of their attachment, and to return to their al- 
legiance to that almighty and invisible Ruler from whom they have deeply , 
revolted. We present to them, it is, true, a f«ut of fat things, of w*e 
on the lees well refined; we invite them to. entertainments more ample and 
exquisite, than, but for the gospel, it had entered into the heart of man 
to conceive ; but we address our invitations to minds fatally indisposed, 
alienated from the life of God, with little sense of the value pf bis favour, 
and no delight in his converse. The souls we address, though originally 
foin.ed tor these enjoyments, and utterly incapable of being happy with- 
out them, have lost, through the fell, that right taste and apprehension 
of things, which is requisite for the due appreciation of these blessings, 
and, like Ezekiel, we prophesy to dry bones in the valley of Vision, which 
will never. Jive but under the visitation of that breath which bloweth 
where it Jistetlj. This indisposition to the things of God, so radical 
and incurable by human power, as it has been a frequent source of discou- 
ritrrment to the faithful minister, so if, would prove an invincif>le ob- 
stacle to success, did that success depend upon human agency/ pp. 14—16. 

T'te style of the discourse gradually rises. To particularize 
the beauties of the following passage, would be a task not 
unworthy of the professional chair; aud yet its charms are the 
least of its value. 

« A different set of truths, a different mode of address, is requisite to 
ro use the careless, to beat down the arrogance of a self-justifying spirit, 
from what is necessary to comfort the humble and contiite in heart ; nor 
nor is it easy to say, which we should most anxiously guard against, the 
infusion of a falsi peace, or inflaming the wounds which we ought to 
hea',. A. loose and indiscriminate manner pf applying the promises 
and threatenings of the gospel, is ill-judged and pernicious ; it is not 
possible to conceive a more effectual method of depriving the sword of 
the Spirit of its edge, than adopting that lax generality of representation, 
which leaves its hearer nothing to apply, presents no incentive to* selfcex- 
amination, and, besides its utter inefficiency, disgusts by the ignorance of 
human nature, or the disregard to its best interests, it infallibly betrays* 
Without descending to such a minute specification of circumstances, as.- 
sjiali make our addresses personal, they ought unquestionably to be charac- 
teristic, that the conscience of the audience may feel the hand of the; 
preacher searching it, and every individual know where to class himself. 
The preacher who aims at doing good will endravour, above all things, to 
insulate his bearers, to place each of them apart, . and render it impossible 
for him to escape by losing himself in the crowd. At the day of judgment, 
the attention excited by the surrounding scene, the strange aspect of 
nature, the dissolution of the dements, and the last trump, will have no 
other effect than to cause the reflections of the sinner to. return, with a 
more overwhelming tide on his own character, his sentence, his unchanging 
4estiny ; and, amid the innumerable millions •who surround him, he will 
mpur&afiiuri, Ifi is thus the Christian mmistfirjhoald endeavour to prepare. 
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the tribunal of conscience and turn the eyes of every one of his hearers 
on himself/ pp. 16— r-18. 

• Instruction of a critical nature, from the writer of such sen- 
tences, are entitled to peculiar attention. In a short digression 
on the public duties of the ministry, Mr. H. justly complains, 
that many discourses from the pulpit are too formal and me- 
chanical. 

« In the distribution of the matter of our sermons, we indulge too 
little variety, and, exposing our plan in all its parts, abate the edge of 
curiosity, by enabling the hearer to anticipate what we intend to advance. 
Why should that force which surprise gives to every emotion, derived 
from just and, affecting sentiments, be banished from the pulpit, when it 
is found of such moment in every other kind of public address. I cannot 
but imagine the first preachers of the gospel appeared before their audience 
with a more free and unfettered air, than 'is consistent with the narrow 
trammels to which, in these latter ages, discourses from the pulpit are 
confined. The sublime emotions with which tbey were fraught, would 
have rendered them impatient of such restrictions ; nor could they suffer 
the impetuous stream of argument, expostulation, and pathos, to be weaken- 
ed, by diverting it into the artificial reservoirs, prepared in the heads 
and particulars of a modern sermon. Method, we are aware, is an es- 
sential ingredient in every discourse designed for the instruction of mankind, 
but it ought never to force itself on the attention as an object apart : never 
appear to be an end, instead of an instrument : or beget a suspicion of 
the sentiments being introduced for the sake of the method, not the 
method for the s£n;timents*' 

The propriety of these remarks, in application to the 
sermons of a former age, and perhaps of certain religious com- 
munions in the present, admits ot no dispute; sermons, which 
altogether consist of what is technically denominated a skeletan 9i 
and rhost honestly deserve that title by their want of animation, 
beajjty, an4 for£e. The prevailing inclination, however, of 
modern preachers, especially of the superior order, is> if 
we mistake not, to, the contrary extreme. The principal 
source of the impropriety, where it exists, is the facility with 
which a variety of topics are collected and arranged, in com- 
parison of the difficulty of arguing and illustrating a few. 
This corrjplexity of subject, this profusion of materials, in- 
fallibly betrays a defect of power, and where such an expe- 
dient is employed, a pointed enumeration of the several topics; 
is found, absolutely necessary to prevent their escaping the 
memory or; ut^rly bewildering the understanding. The su- 
perior beauty of the plan Mr. H« recommends, of unfolding 
the order of a .discourse. by degrees, without a preliminary 
distribution- of. ks mi imter parts, is unquestionable; and though 
the scope ©f a sermon, iti some cases, cannot be fully under- 
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stood without presenting a complete view of the whole method, 
we apprehend, this may generally be accomplished, and, in 
paariy instances, with greater advantage, by a recapitulation. 
The solicitude which an audience may feel, from not being ap» 
prised whajt course or what distance they are to travel, is cer- 
tainly favourable to the excitement of attention ; and the ex- 
hibition of the various stages of an argument, in their natural 
x>rder, is perhaps the true mode of giving it the greatest effect, 
and preserving the mind from perplexity and distraction. 

In this part of the discourse, tnere are some excellent re* 
marks on the importance of attention and seriousness, in perr 
forming the duties of public instruction. 

« In the most awful denunciations of the divine displeasure, an air of 
unaffected tenderness should be preserved, that while* with unsparing 
fidelity, we declare the whole counsel of God, it may appear we are ac- 
tuated by a genuine spirit of compassion. A hard and unfeeling manner 
of denouncing the threatenings of the word of God, is not only barbarous 
and inhuman, but calculated, by inspiring disgust, to rob them of all their 
efficacy. If the awful part of our message, which may be stiled the 
burden of the Lord, ever fall with dne weight on our hearers, it will be 
when it is delivered with a trembling hand and faltering lips ; and we may 
then expect them to realize its solemn import, when they perceive that 
we ourselves are ready to sink under it. Of whom I have told you be- 
fore, said St. Paul, and now tell you weeping, that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ. What force does that affecting declaration de- 
rive from these tears i An affectionate manner insinuates itse If into the 
heart, renders it soft and pliable, and disposes it to imbibe the sentiments 
and follow the impulse of the speaker. Whoever has attended to the 
effect of addresses from the pulpit, must have perceived how much ©f their 
impression depends upon this quality, which gives to sentiments com- 
paratively trite, a power over the mind beyond what the most striking an<| 
original conceptions possess without it. 

* Near akin (o this, and not inferior in importance, is the second quality 
we mentioned, seriousness. It is scarcely necessary to remark, how offen- 
sive and unnatural is every violation of it in a religious discourse, which 
is, however, of wider extent than is generally imagined, including not 
merely jesting, buffoonery, and undisguised levity of every sort, but also 
whatsoever in composition or manner, is inconsistent with the supposition 
of the speaker being deeply in earnest; such as sparkling ornaments, 
far fetched images, and that exuberance of flowers which seems evidently 
designed to gratify the fancy, rather than to touch the hearts When St* 
Paul recommends to Timothy that sound speech which cannot be condemned, 
it is probable he refers as mucin to the propriety of tjhe vehicle, as to the 
purity of the instruction. There is, permit me to remind you, a sober 
dignity, both of language and of sentiment, suited to the representations 
of religion in all its variety of topics, from which the inspiied writers 
never depart, and which it will be our wisdom to imitate, in describing 
the pleasures of devotion, or the joys of heaven,' there is nothing wea& 
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sicjdy, or effeminate ; a chaste severity pervades tbefir delineations, and 
Whatever they say appears to emanate from a serious mind, accustomed to 
the contemplation of great objects, without ever sipking under them from 
imbeeility, or attempting to supply a deficiency of interest, by puerile 
exaggerations and feeble ornaments. The exquisite propriety of their 
representations is chiefly to be ascribed to their habitual seriousness j and 
|he latter to their seeing things as they are.' pp. 21 — 23. 

In these, and many other parts of the discourse, it is im- 
possible to avoid perceiving that the preacher describes his own 
experience, and is at once the preceptor and the example. 
To refute, for the ten* thousandth time, the charge of de* 
predating morality, so loudly and indiscriminately raised! 
against all who inculcate faith and repentance, we >hall add 
the instructions of Mr. Hajl upon that subject. 

* Not content with committing the obligation of morality to the ar- 
bitration of feeling, much less with faintly hinting at it, as an obvious 
inference from orthodox doctrine, you will illustrate its principles with 
an energy, a copiousness, a fulness of detail, proportioned to its acknow- 
ledged importance. You will not be silent on the precepts, from an ap- 
prehension of infringing on the freedom of the gospel, nor sink the 
character of the legislator in that- of the Saviour of the church. A 
morality, more elevated and pure than is to be met v/ith in the pages of 
Seneca or Epictetus, will breathe through your sermons, founded on a 
basis, which every understanding can comprehend, and enforced by 
sanctions, which nothing but the utmost stupidity can despise— a morality 
of which the love of God, and a devoted attachment to the Redeemer, 
are the plastic soul, which, pervading every limb, and expressing itself in 
every lineament of the new creature, gives it a beauty all its own. As it 
is the genuine* fruit of jutft and affecting views of divine truth, , you will 
never sever it from its parent stock, nor indulge the fruitless hope of 
leading men to holiness, without strongly imbuing them with the spirit of 
the gospel.' pp. 32 S3. 

The indispensable importance of cultivating a devotional 
spirit, and obtaining communications of heavenly influence, 
is thus eloquently illustrated. 

* Possessed of this celestial unction, you will not be under the temptation 
of neglecting a plain gospel in quest of amusing speculations or unprofitable 
novelties ; the most ordinary topics will open themselves with a freshness 
and interest, as though you had never considered them before; and the 
things of the Spirit will display their inexhaustible variety and depth, You 
will pierce the invisible world ; you will look, so to speak, into eternity, 
and present the essence and core of religion, while too many preachers, lor 
want of spiritual discernment, rest satisfied with the surface and the shell. 
It will not allow us to throw one grain of incense on the aitar of vanity ; 
it will make us forget ourselves so completely as to convince our hearers 
we do so $ and, displacing every thing else from the attention, leave nothing 
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" co be felt, or thought t>f, bus the majesty 6f truth,' and the realities df 
eternity.' p« 89. 

Every topic, which the preacher successively undertakes*, 
is at once irradiated with an effusion of eloquence* In ad- 
verting to the ministerial office, he observes, 

' As the material part of the creation was formed for the sake of the 
immaterial, and of the latter the most momentous characteristic is its 
moral and accountable nature, or, in other words, its capacity of virtue and 
of vice ; that labour cannot want dignity, which is exerted in ira* 
proving man in his highest character, and fitting him for his eternal desti- 
nation. Here alone is certainty and durability: for, however highly we 
may esteem the arts and sciences, which polish our species and promote 
the welfare of society; whatever reverence we may feel, and ought to 
feel, for those laws and institutions whence it derives the security necessary 
for enabling. it to enlarge its resources anddevelope its energies, we can- 
not forget that these are but the embellishments of a scene, we must shortly 
quit — the decorations of a theatre, from which the eager spectators and 
applauded actors must soon retire. The end of all things is at hand. Vanity 
is inscribed on every earthly pursuit,, on all sublunary labour; its materials, 
its instruments, and its objects will alike perish. An incurable taint of 
of mortality has seized upon,, and will consume them ere long. The 
acquisitions derived from religion, the graces of a renovated mind, are 
alone permanent. This ia the mystic inclosure, rescued from the empire 
of change and death ; this the held which the Lord has blessed ; and this 
word of the kingdom, the seed which alone produces immprtal fruit, the 
very bread of life, with which, under a higher economy, the Lamb in the 
miqst of the throne, will feed his flock and replenish his elect* through 
eternal ages. How high and awful a function is that which proposes to 
establish m the soul an interior dominion— to illuminate its powers by a 
celestial light— and introduce it to an intimate, ineffable, and unchaagv 
ing alliance with the Father of Spirits. What an honour to be employed 
as the instrument of conducting that mysterious process by which men am 
born of God ; to expel from the heart the venom' of the old serpent ;. to 
purge the conscience from invisible stains of guilt; to release the passions 
from the bondage of corruption* and imrite them to. soar aloft into the* 
regions of uncreated light and beauty : (0 say to the prisoner*, go forth) *# 
them that are in darkness, shew yourselves ! These are the fruits which 
arise from the successful discharge of the Christian ministry ; these the 
effects of the gospel, wherever it becomes the power of God unto salvation : 
and the interest which they create; 1 the joy which they diffuse, are felt tn 

other worlds/ pp. 42—44. 

... i 

Although every page of the conclusion o£ this discourse; 
abounds with excellencies* we must confine ourselves to only 
two extracts, relating fc> the peculiar religious advantages, 
which belong to the ministerial function. 

1 It is the only one, in which our general calling, at* Christians^ and 
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our particular calling as mea» perfectly .coincide. In- a lite occupied in 
action! that terminate ia the present, moment and in cares and pursuits, ex-, 
treroely disproportionate to the dignity of our nature, but rendered necessary 
by the imperfection of our state ; it is but little of their time that the 
greater part of mankind can devote to the direct and immediate pursuit of 
their eternal interests, A few remnants, snatched from the business of 
life, is all that most can bestow. In our profession, the full force and 
vigour of the mind may be exerted on that which will employ it for ever ; 
on reUgion, the final centre of repose ; the goal to which all things tend, 
which gives to time all its importance, to eternity all its glory ; apart from 
which man is a shadow, his very existence a riddle, and the stupendous 
scenes which surround us, are as incoherent and unmeaning as the leaves 
which the Sybil scattered in the wind. Our inaptitude to be affected in* 
any measure proportioned to the intrinsic value of the interest in which: 
we are concerned, and the objects with which we are conversant, is partly 
to be aseribed to the corruption of nature, partly to the limitation of our 
faculties. As far as this disproportion is capable of being corrected, the 
pursuits connected with our office, are unquestionably best adapted to that 
purpose, by closely fixing th6 attention on objects, which can never be 
contemned, but in consequence of being forgotten ; nor ever surveyed with 
attention, without fiHing the whole sphere of vision. Though the scene 
of our labour is on earth, the tilings to which it relates subsist in eternity. 
We can give no account of our office, much less discharge any branch oft 
it with propriety and effect, without adverting to a future state off 
being; while in an happy exemption from the tumultuous cares of 
life, our only concern with mankind, as far as it respects our official cha- 
racter, is to promote their everlasting welfare ; our only business on earth, 
the very same that employs those exalted spirits, who are sent forth on, 
embassies of mercy, to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation. 
Our duties and pursuits are distinguished from aU others by their im- 
mediate relation to the ultimate end of human existence ; so that while 
secular employments can be rendered innocent only by an extreme care' 
to avoid the pollutions which theyare so liable to contract, the ministerial' 
functions bear an indelible impress of sanctity. How much of 'heaven is' 
naturally connected with an oJBoe whose sole purpose is to conduct tflmv 
thither! and what a superiority to the lovei of die world may be exnwttt.' 
ed from men who are appointed to pubjiskthat dispensaries which reveal 
its danger, detects its vanity* rebukes its- disorders, and. fofcetels, its de|T 
struaten*'pp«4&-~$l« 

• Men are ruined in their eternal interests by living as though they Were: 
their own, and neglecting to realize the certainty of a future account. But* 
it must surely require no small effort, to divert our attention flttm* this truth/ 
who have not onlythe sameattewst in it withothcrs, but, in consequence* 
of the care of souls possess a responsibility of a distinct and awful cha- 
racter ; since not one of those to whom'that care extends, can fall short of 
salvation through our neglect, or default, bat his blddd 'to?// be. required at 
our hands. Where, in short can we turn our eyes, without meeting with 
iscentives to piety ; what part of the sacred function can we touch, wjych 
will apt remind us of the beauty of holiness, the evil of sin, and the empti^ 
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nets of all sublunary good; or. where we shall dot find ourselves ii 
a temple, resounding with awrul voices, and filled with holy inspi- • 
rations.' f* 55. * 

The concluding address is in a less elevated strain, ,but 
solemn and pathetic ; totally .void of the theatrical artifice, 
which; as in expectation of applause, is careful to end the per- 
formance with a flourish, or an explosion. We notice this* 
as an example of the author's seriousness, simplicity, and good 
taste. The closing sentences are these. 

< Should your career: be prematurely cut short* you will hare lived long, 
enough to answer, the purposes Of your being, and to leave a record in the 
consciences of you* hearers* which will not suffer you soon to be forgotten* , 
Though dead, you will still speak ; you will speak from the tomb ; it may 
be, in accents more powerful and persuasive, than your living voice could 
command* 9 p. 57. 

A sight of the foregoing extracts, will render any recom- 
mendation of the sermon impertinent *. copious as they are, 
they will be found but mere specimens of its beautiful and in- 
structive pages* While, we are confident every man of taste 
will be desirous to peruse it, however he may dread the con* 
tagion of piety, we cannot but recommend it as a subject of di- 
ligent perusal and study, not only to every one who aspires 
to discharge the duties of a minister, but who wishes to cul- 
tivate his devotional feelings, or even to form his taste in 
composition. The statements and admonitions appear to us 
uniformly just, striking, and important ; the dictates of a 
most extensive and profound acquaintance with the truths of 
revelation, and the nature of man. The spirit with glows in 
every part of it, ardently devout, affectionately benevolent, 
is a sort of enthusiasm rather seraphic, than saintly, and never 
produced but by the combination of genius and piety* 
The general effect, at least upon our minds, is a strong 
sensation of sublimity. The preacher seems to unveil the in- 
visible world, and though he adds no article to our faith, her 
seems to convert our faith into vision. Intensely conscious* of 
spiritual objects, he excites a sympathetic persuasion in his 
hearers: and as he beholds, so he displays every temporal 
interest in its just relation to unseen realities, ami irradiated by 
* light from heaven.' We could almost fancy hiro exclaiming 

1 Aspice, namqueomnem,, quae nunc obducta tuenti 
Mortales hebetat visus tibi, et Kuniida circum 
Caiigat, nubem eripiam/ . '. . . ' 

We shall only detain the reader with'otie or two additional 
remarks on the style of this sermon. The diction displays an 
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unlimited command and an eiquisite choice of language; a 
vocabulary formed on the basis of Addison's, but admitting 
whatever is classical in/the richer literature: of the preceding 
age, and excluding epery thing low or pedautic. The copious 
use of scriptural language, sq eminently appropriate in theolo- 
gical writings, bestows upon the style ofthis writer a refreshing 
charm and an awful sanctity. The uncouth ness and vulgarity 
of some religious authors, who are, driven to employ the very 
words and phrases of scripture from an ignorance of other 
words and phrases, and an incapacity to conceive and expre» 
a revealed truth in any fojrai but that of the authorized version 
of the bibje,. has co-operated wkh an irreligions spirit to bring 
this important resource- of theological eloquence into great 
disrepute. The skilful manner in which it is employed by 
Mr. Hall may restore its credit Quotations ana allusions 
borrowed from profane literature are universally admired. 
There is nothing, we , think, to render them, less admirable 
when adopted from holy writ. If properly selected tbey 
may possess the same merit pf appositeoess, in one case as 
in the other ; tbey , may be at least equal in rhetorical beauty ; 
and the character of holiness and myatfery which is peculiar to 
them, at once 611s\ the imagination, and warms the heart. It iff 
obvious to add that they are not only ornaments and illus- 
trations, but authorities. The same purity of taste, which 
appears in Mr. Hall's choice of words, is equally apparent in 
the forms of expression into which they are-combined. The 
turn of his phrases is gracefully idiomatic, disdaining the harsh 
and usurped authority of those grammarians, who would con- 
demn our best writers at the tribunal of analogy, and compel 
us to surrender the freedom to which we have a prescriptive 
and immemorial claim, for the sake of an ostentatious dignity 
and precision. In this respect, but still more in what we 
have last to mention, our author has a decided advantage over 
the artificial and elaborate school of the Juniuses, Burkes, and 
Johnsons, while he is equally exempt, on the other from 
th? loquacious, undignified flippancy, which prevails in this 
ageof periodical pamphleteers. We must not, by these ob- 
servations, be understood as pronouncing his composition im- 
maculate : for there appears to be a few instances of negligence 
in the present discourse, besides those committed by the printer, 
which staixd in need of revision; and in one or two cases 
we suspect the exuberance of his fancy, which he evidently 
finds it more difficult to restrain than excite, may have betrayed 
him into a mixture of metaphor. On this point we speak in 
the present case with some diffidence, being fully aware that 
there is none more delicate and unsettled, in the whole com- 
pass of verbal criticism. 
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There is one other particular,' in #hfch the style of thti 
writer, we think^ is perhaps 1 superibr to any other — thfe 
construction of, his periods, or that Which corresponds irt 
prose to what in poetry is called the versification. In 
this as hi former discourses, Mr. Hall appears to have em- 
ployed every elegant and harmonious form, which the language 
admits ; always gratifying, often ravishing the edr, hut neve* 
cloying it ; — in the midst of his richest combinations, or his 
simplest trains, perfectly easy and unaffected; — varying hii 
style with every shade of his sentiment, and coti verting what 
is usually but a mechanical vehicle, into an expressive an<t 
imitative" music. A reference to some of the- preceding 
extracts may serve to render these, criticisms intelligible/.' Ty 
those who can perceive an analogy in this fespect between! 
verse and prose, it will probably appear that Mr. Hall's com-J 
position resembles the poetry of Dryden. We do dot recollect 
any writer except South, who appears to have possessed' s6 
delicate a perception, or produced such exquisite specimens* of 
the music of English prose; and even iri him those spe*- 
cimensare but few. There t> harmony ih Addison, Boliag- 
broke, and Goldsmith, but infinitely inferior iri variety, rifchj-; 
nesd, and grandeur. There is harmony in Junius, Btirke ? ; 
and Johnson, but equally deficient in sweetness, fluency^ 
atfulease. ' 

Uninteresting as diese remarks may be. to many readers, anct 
trifling as are the merits to which they refer in comparison witfc 
the oioral and intellectual beauties of this admirable discourse, 
we wdre unwilling to omit the opportunity of expressing our 
opinion of a style, which, though it msty have its casual specks' 
and blemishes, so eminently deserves to be considered as a 
model. If Mr. Hall should at length be persuaded to enrjchf 
the world with a vol time of such performances, f*e shall haver 
so much the less occasion to- point Cut the merits of his 
composition* " * 

Art. lit. Sketch of the present State of Caracas / including a Journey 
fJom Caracas through La Victoria and Valeacia to Puerta Cabello., 
Bjr Robert Sefnple, Author of two Journies in Spain, &c. &c. cr. 8vo* 
pp. 180. Price 6». Baldwin. 1812. ; 

r pHE small unassuming volumes of this sensible itwt&\&t*#& 
always very acceptable. He fits himself otrt whboUt i*iy aft^ 
ivonncement of a great adventure undertaken by an important 
personage, — passes, lightly equipped, to bis destinattoiiH-en- 
ters a foreign territory Unencumbered by * pomp and cirtflnw-^ 
stance,' — traverses a division of it, with rather too winch- cele- 
rity, it is true, but with at least as much actit ity of the toAfeiftg 
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and thinking faculties as those of locomotion ,~^and at bis re- 
turn gives out such a portion of what he has seen and thought* 
as he judges most worth telling, in a plain and frugal form, at 
a tenth part of the price current among his contemporaries of 
the same profession. • 

In the present instance he is one of the precursors (now in» 
deed amounting, of themselves, to no contemptible number), 
of a vast crowd of travellers, who will bring their reports and 
descriptions from the same quarter of the world within the 
next twenty years. An almost boundless field is opening in 
South America, for the wild and hardy spirits who can find 
their enjoyment in the toils, and novelties, and hazards, of 
daring adventure — for the enthusiasts for the romantic, the 
grand, and the terrible views of nature — and for the specula- 
tors on man, who may be interested to see acted over again 
in the other hemisphere exactly the scenes, of which some of 
the countries of Europe were the theatre several centuries 
ago. This is a very enlivening prospect for t^e thoughtful, 
the curious, and the indolent portion of our English public. 
Yet we are not certain we shouW congratulate them upon it, 
so long as we see so little good resulting from the excessive 
proportion of stimulants, that have been mixed with their in- 
tellectual aliment for the last twenty years. The most ob- 
servable result, we think, of all these means of excitement is, 
that we are come to need them, — and that the tone of the! 
mind is becoming-more and more languid under their opera* 
tion. 

Mr. Setnple relates briefly the incidents of his voyage to 
Curacoa. . He sailed from Gravesend in August, 1810, and 
made many reflections, and experienced many vicissitudes of 
feeling, even before, he was fairly in progress on the Atlantic. 
He well describes some of the pensive feelings which pre* 
vailed while he beheld, in the night, the lights on the shore 
gradually going out, and heard from various ships the sounds 
indicating preparation for departure ; and how these emotions 
gave place to a more cheerful state of feeling as the morning 
came on, with all the diversified activity of getting to sea, and 
the general competition of a great number of ships for the 
precedence, 

. The vessel very narrowly missed making an end of its course 
at a short distance on this side of Curacoa. 

1 The night being clear* with fine moonlight for some hours, we stood 
00 under easy sail, keeping a strict look out for Aves, or Bird's Islands, 
a dangerous cluster, in our track. We passed the night in tranquillity, 
hut the day dawned just in time to shew us that we were close upon rocks 
and breakers* -Immediately a great alarm arose, all hands were called, 
and on heaving the lead, we found only three fathoms water. AVe plainly 
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Digitized by 



Google 



€$•* Semple's Sketch ofCaraccas. 

•aw tht white rocks* with dark patches of weed, beneath the vessel'* 
bottom. Fortunately the windy although very light, enabled us to wear 
round, and staofi oflf the land with all sail set, so that by eight o'clock 
we were clear of. danger, and had resumed our former course. It was 
pleasing to observe the change in the countenances of all en board at every 
fresh cast of the lead, as we gradually deepened the water from three to 
five, eight, ten, fifteen, and twenty fathoms.* * Although there was n? 
negligence ori the part of the watch on deck, and several 1 were on the' 
look out, yet in ten minutes more we should have struck, and our Vessel 
being very sharp* must soon have gone to pieces.' p. 15. 

: He very properly warns navigators of a long and dangerous 
thaiu of rocks and little islands between the south entrance of 
the Caribbean Sea and Curacoa ; and advises them to steer 
either considerably to the north, or along the South Amert* 
c&n coast. The most remarkable thing observed at Curacok 
was a dialect of such a conformation, 4s if the people of Ba- 
bel had joined to amalgamate the confusion of their tongues 
into one language. 

c In the town. the jargon is complete* and betrays, the mixture of the 
various races from which it sprang. No two languages can be conceived 
more dissonant than the Spanish and Dutch ; one of the loftiest and most 
sonorous, the other the meanest of the dialects of modern Europe. These' 
form the basis of this strange compound, which is farther enriched with 
corruptions of English and FVendh, and of words imported by Africa* 
Negfldes*,' 6t originating among the Creoles themselves Spaoibh out 
French are" spoken by the better classes, but in all comma* occurrences thi* 
fuxfumttntOi as it is called* forms the language of conrersatton among the 
lower ranks of colonists in the town.* 

He found the regular defence of the island entrusted al- 
most entirely to allegro regiment, which had baen received 
with the utmost apprehension and alarm at first by the intra* 
bitants, but Which had exhibited, during a trial of six months, 
a striking contrast, ita point of discipline and gofed manners* 
with the European troops which it had succeeded. The atrcw 
cities of S*. Domingo have spread through the We9t indies 
the utmost horror' of the idea bf black men in qrms; fof these 
atrocities, he s&ys» * in the hutty of alarta> and in the midst 
of prejudice* are attributed to the Negroes, merely becaaso 
they Were Hack aien, and t\6% because they were ignorant 
slaves suddenly set free. It is forgotten that colour nas nor- 
thing to do in "the question, and that atrocities at' least equ&l, 
and proceeding from the Terv same source, were ooaamittetL 
ait Paris, Nantz^ Lyons, add Tainted.' He adds, * to : a per- 
son fresh from Europe, these efipHhehentnms*: ^fta tMs fttpi^gr: 
mnce to black Men, appears the toore wtrikifflgi* as he «ftea 
looks in vato, amidst a motley erottd* fot <a winkle <cflft)fi#eMtnm 
in which the traces of a inixtafe Of N*gft> defecetat iff? **a* i* . 
s&le.* r 
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Cura^oa U enly about forty miles from the continent, and 
i* so iavourafaly situated fop intercourse with a great extent of 
the coast, tfrat oor author thinks it will always be of consider- 
able importance as a commercial station. . He is of opinion it 
will not soon suffer much diminution of its importance as a 
dep6t from the opening of, the ports of that coast, by the new 
republic of Venezuela, to a direct ppipmerce with Europe 5 
because the staje qf those countries i$ (00 little likely to be- 
come in any short time so settled and prosperous) as that it will 
not be a desirable thing for the English merchants to have * 
safer place in the neighbourhood of South America for depo* 
siting their commodities in the first instance) and awaiting the 
favourable season for their introduction into the continent. 

Our author passed over, in the beginning of November, 
1810, to La Guayra, the port of Caraceap, which has but slen- 
der pretensions, hoyvev^r, tob# so denominated, being ' a 
mere road-stead, open to the north apd east, aod slightly shel- 
tered to the west. 9 He was here struck, as he had been also at 
Curacoa, with the phenomenon of the sea breaking with great 
violence in perfectly cajim weather. 

' There is almost constantly a swell, which is sometimes so violent as 
to prevent all intercoarse with the shore for several days together. It 
is a singular spectacle, when the air is perfectly calm, to see upon thfe 
beach a continued Kne of high breakers, which succeed each other in- 
ccatantly, and descend wkb a roaring which is heard far up the vailies.' 

The extreme facility of catching fish was noticed by him 
among the first of the circumstances indicating the plenty 
which is afforded, with little labour, for the suppprt of life 
and the indulgence of indotenc^ in these tropical regions. 
The heat of La Guayra, being aggravated by reflection from 
the bills, is almost intolerable, during the summet; months, .to 
Europeans, < and the fever makes dreadful ravages among 
those who have not been long inured to the duna^.' The 
season preceding our author's visit had been less noxious than 
usual; out the place v6ry naturally infected him with alarming 
ideas, and he made alt haste to cross the chain of hills which 
extends along the coast, forming a vast natural mound to the 
valley or plain of Caracas, of such elevation, and of such dif- 
ficult ascent, that the inhabitants (though Mr. bemple smiles 
at the notion) regard it as an impregnable defence against any- 
military attempt that could' be ' made from the frea, Every- 
thing conveyed across this ridge is carried pn the backs of 
mqifes> the burden of each, on an average, beipg^s p>uch as 
ft hundred a#d eighty pounds, a load of two hundred weight, 
however, b^tn^ very £pnimon. 'The charge of carriage for a 
load of this weight is from a dollar to a dollar and a half. 

8 L 2 
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* The traveller, just landed, is treated in much the «ame ttaaneT as a 
bale of gooda. fie is placed upon a mule with a clumsy and ioconrement 
kind of Moorish saddle and stirrups, such as are used in Spain; and- his 
spurs, his whip, and his patience, are generally all of service to him before 
reaching Caracas.' 

To the immense surprize, however, of every lazy Creole, 
our author determined to go on foot, in order to be at liberty 
to inspect more attentively every part of this formidable 
route ; and to the very great alarm of an officer on guard, the 
Mulatto guide carried a portfolio of drawings, which was deem- 
ed a sufficient cause for a temporary detention. 1 
* The road up this great ascent is so narrow, with high and 
steep banks on each side, that in some parts two loaded 
mules cannot pass each other. And, says our author, ' woe 
iietide the traveller who in these passes meets a line of mules 
loaded with planks, which stretch tranversely almost from 
side to side. He must either turn his hone's head, or pass 
them* with the utmost caution, at the risk of having his ribs 
encountered by a long succession of rough boards, which at 
every swerve of the mules, scoop out long grooves in the 
clayey banks.' The greater the elevation the more incom- 
modious the ascent, tne road changing .in many parts from 
clay to rugged rock, which appears not merely to nave been 
.thus purposely left, but to have been formed into its present 
state.' At the commencement of this more difficult stage, they 
found lying on a sledge by the -way side, the body of a 
'stone statue of a saint, which had been conveyed thus far 
toward Caraccas for an object of religious worship, hut ap- 
peared to be left here in despair: only the head had been 
carried forward, but whether it is held' to claim aiiy # part of 
the reverence which would have been due to the whole, is 
pot deposed. A most delightful change of temperature was 
experienced progressively in ascending to the height of about 
four thousand feet above the level of La Guayra. At this 
elevation the traveller crosses the ridge, and begins to descend 
toward the valley of Caraccas, which, upwards of twenty miles 
in length, varying in breadth from four, to six or seven, and 
enclosed by lofty mountains, unfolds itself by degrees to 
the view. The town of Caraccas ih this valley is nearly 2000 
feet above the level of the sea, and stands on ground re- 
gularly sloping down to the river Guayra, a position in con* 
sequence of which its streets are rendered admirably clean by 
every shower of rain. The streets are in general about a 
hundred yards apart, and intersect one another at right angles, 
dividing the whole town into square portions, called Quadras. 
Excepting in the inelegant splendour of one of the churches, 
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the town has little to; boast dfl the score of baiidiugs. Bnt 
for a compensation for any deficiency in this, part of the 
show, send an Englishman to. look at that displayed within 
one of the squares. 

' la this square may heifleetfc the fruits which we have been accustomed - 
to consider as peculiar to very different t climates, all brought from the 
di*taoQe'of tl a few leagues*. The banana, the pine apple, and th£ *apadillo, 
are mingled with tbeaf>pje»the pear, and the chesnut. The potatoe and 
the platatain, fresh praffeione which seems to belong to the temperate 
zone*, and those kinds of fish which pre peculiar to tropical seas, are here 
offered for salerofl the ^ sa^ne : 8pbt. , . p. 51 . 

' T,hi populatipp of "Caraccas is upwards of forty thousand, 
of which aliqut pne tjhi'rd are whites, Among the remainder 
area very few Indians; but the mixture of Indian blood is 
GQmmpn, Our author's general estimate of the inhabitants of 
&i* delicious valley, . ^presents them * as favourably distin- 
guished, both vm physical and moral character, from the 1 
natives of the coast, bwt nevertheless as in a very low state of 
civilization; ' - f \ • • •' 

'As the original Indians were celebrated among the surrounding tribes, 
the same may be affirmed of the present race of Caraccas, that they are 
wperior in Quickness of perception, in activity and intelligence, to the 
iflhabitants or the other towns in the province. But the great want of 
3 solid education, and the blind subjection to an ignorant priesthood, 
render all these natural advantages of small avail. That high Spanish, 
sense of honour which reigns in some breasts, is, in too many others, sup- 
planted by a mere blustering appearance, which ends only in falsehood and 
deceit Even this hollowness is not always covered by mild manners, 
or a,plausible exterior, and examples may be seen of great rudeness joined 
to great insincerity/ 

' Almost all lie the handicrafts are carped on by frced~£nen of colour, 
who are in general ingenious, but indolent and indifferent to the highest 
degree. They promise without the smallest intention of performing, and 
appear perfectly unmoved when reproached with their falsehood. But 
indifference on this score is not peculiar to this class.' 

* The College is the only public institution for education ; and hither 
all the youth of Caraccas of the better classes are sent for that purpose* 
The outline of education is. such it as may be supposed to have been in 
Spain two hundred years ago : a few common Latin authors, catechisms, 
and the live* of Saints, be^ng tne chief studies. A free mode of think- 
ing is, however, rapicUysnreading among the young men, and may here- 
after produce the most important effects.' . ;/ 

The important stud}es*ncl politics of the women would hare 
led lis tft suppose^ hut fpr Mr. Semple'q positive assertion, 
that there must have been another College tp train suph dig- 
nified performers. 
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« In the women perhaps the Sjxmifth ttotcter appears with, letf *U 
teratioQ than among the men ; and their drew and manners a*e exact: 
counterparts of what we see in Old Spain* Here, as it> Spain, their prm* 
cipal morning occupation seems to be going to mass dressed in black, 
with their mantillas over their heads, their feet particularly ornamented 
with silk stockings* and flirting their fnil» wnfeh they feeq> oonsuntly 
in motion Otf this occasion a fetttale tflavev frequently *<we [ feeantifui 
than her mistrefes. follows hen carrying a small carpet on which she mtif 
kneel « het detoUonsi, This carpet is a gt^ttWkvf dlrtidctfon* and 
is eotyr allowed in the churches to white wdmeti; on Whkth accojirtV 
perhaps, they are particularly proud of having it thus borne in procession, 
at a slow space, through the streets. It. is in contemplation teweYer tt> 
abolish the restriction ; and, as a beginning, during my stay, special leave 
was granted by a public ordinance to the women or a coloured family, in 
a distant town to make use of these* carpets. 'This innovation, sligHt' 
as it may appear, excited great dissatisfaction arfcong the higher classes of* 
Caracas, and a proportionate eagerness and hope of change among 
the coloured families.*-^ Upon the whole, the wttfientff Caracas tire 
handsome, sprightly, and pleasing. To their natui si charms they know 
how to add the attractions of dress and of (graceful atottoa* They, are 
uniformly kind and affable in their manners.' p. 58. 

Who can tell bow much this contested claim to be followed 
to church by half a yard of carpet* may hare conduced to thg 
revolution of South America! -Religion, if it may be so catted* 
riot only served a« in this kwt&nee, as a cottrthodiofrs gro\i&d 
for contesting points of rank iknd etfqiifctte upon ; it it also 
the chief, and most favtaurite atnl comprehensive amusement. 

* To this* {the cultivation of -fausic) * the re!igf6h of the country ha* 
greatly contributed, as both solemn and sprightly music ate daily em-' 
ployed in aid of its rites. Indeed, in Roman Catholic cotintries, the eere- 
. monies of religion, as they are generally practised, may WeH be racked, 
among the 1 amusenrcnts of the people, or rather they form the very first 
daw. Cards and billiards occupy only a few * but gilded images, carried 
about in procession; churches adorned with vessels of jgbW und'silver, and 
dtading With lights ; streets iHirfninated ; the firing otguns and the ring*, 
ing of bells ; all these united fortn, indeed, a brilliant show, yhich inte* 
rests all ranks, from the ancient Spaniard dowb to the Negro imported 
yesterday. In rain would reason propose the sincere and humble worsh jb 
of tbe heart, as hiore acceptable to heaven than all this pageantry. \ ft 
will be found almost universally that titan seeks to please himself in his 
mode of worshipping^ God ; and frequently thibks himself tnost devout , 

"eetin 



wheri he is most gratrtymg sotne hidden feetingv wholly unconnected' with 
the professed object ot his veneration.' p. til; * 

The rank how held oy tire town bf Carraccas, the capital of 
the province (of its it now demands to" be caHed, the sovereign 
$tate) of VeneMifeta, was held, it seems, two centuries since 
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byCofo; which lost it inconsequence, Jjartly^.of"' the' arch- 
bishop and the dean and chapter "transferring themselves and 
the archbishopric, voluntarily, and in spite of all the remon- 
strances of the deserted people, to the mutfh more feasant 
situation of Caraccas. ' The effect*, however,? says Mr.Sera- 
plej < of this transaction are still felt, and a deadly animosity 
exists between the two cities, for which I fern; much blood will 
yet be shed.' 

He made an excursion westward, to Valencia, and to Puerto 
Cabello, the only place deserving the name of a harbour on 
the whole coast of the province. He passed through exten- 
sive tracts of beautiful and fertije country n.early uninhabited. 
. At one statiga,, he piet a.party of Indians ; the young poineqf, 
many of lyhom were of * pleasing featyrfes,' going to spek worjk 
in the coffee plantations, where they pick the berries ; and the 
men carrying ponderous cages, of several stories, filled with 
**vfe, parrots, or monkies,'»to the Caraccas market. They 
will come* thkher from a distance of a hurrdred miles, carrying 
each a burden of two hundred pounds weight. 

' The men were in general strong and stout, but though large, not so 
well limbed as the Indians of North America. Their colour was of. a 
yellowish ca6t, inclining to copper ; their hair long, coarse, and .black, 
growing low down upon a narrow forehead : the nose at the point sud- 
denly becoming sharp, like that of a person worn out by long illness ; trje 
eyes black, melancholy,, and inexpressive; the lips thick, and the mouth 
somewhat large. The general air of these Indians was heavy, sad, and 
suUen. Some of them, while they rested their burdens, amused them- 
selves by blowing into a species of flute, if it can be so called, without 
.doubt ooe of i the fudjeat ever sounded by the human breath. They con* 
si*tq$l of single . jpiots of cane with one longitudinal opening in the side, 
top loog to be Cjovsred with, the whole palm of the. hand when applied.' 

The grand plain . p/t Valencia, wjtfc *ts lake, and remote 
border of h^ghmopntftRs, presented one of the most ruaghi- 
flcent views b$ bad evfer beheld. The town of Valencia, - rev 
toeotly ija a prosperous and rapidly advancing state, very much 
thye result of the industry and enterprize .of the Spanish in- 
habitants, wag now dull and almost dreary, in consequence of 
the competed exile of some of them, an<i the voluntary re- 
moval of others, who felt their property, and even t,belr lives, 
endangered hy the suspicibjis wd vindictive spirit of the na- 
tive Americans, now rising into power a,ud arrogance. 

' They had almost all been many years in the country ; were married, 
and had establishments, either .commercial or agricultural, where they had 
introduced many improvements j they had declared their resolution to tal^i 
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no hostile, measures, and to be bound by every legal restriction ; but the 
^patriotic party were not satisfied,* 

Valencia ind. Puerto Cabello are in the same relation to 
reach 'crtber as : Caraccas and La Guayra; the same chain of 
-niotlatains, (which indeed 'stretches from the Gulph of Paria 
to the westward of Cattbag6na$ and forma a lofty barrier be- 

• tween«he< interior coritioenfr and the sea,') passing between the 
ports and the inland cities to which they belong. In crossing 

ttbiscliaini from Valencia to its port, our- traveller had a suc- 
cession of. most romantic scenery. The harbour is described 
as excellent, 'excepting that. 

'the w6rm makes great ravages in die bottom of such ships as are hot 
f £oppeteil. In no part of the world is it more destructive; and a small 
vessel left unattended, in a vfery few months ' would founder at her moor- 
ings from this cause aloHe.* • . 

If: is inhabited almost entirely by people of colour, >ed is van 
pidly increasing, notwithstanding, the destructive fevers which 
' frequently rage here in the summer aqo\ ^ntumo,' to such a 
degree, that * fe>v strangers can then visit it with impunity, or 
at least without great danger ; and there have been instances 

•pf vessels losing the greater part of the cr^ws in a very short 
time.' This insalubrity is attributed to the exhalations from 

"low swampy 1 grounds. The. greatest part, however, of th^e 
tract which Mr, Semple traversed, he pronounces favourably 
to health ; and notices, as somewhat of a compensation in the 

.unwholesome spots, that they are exuberantly fertile. Bat it 

-should seern that every part of the country as. quite suffi- 
ciently indjilgeot, in its great productiveness* with little toil, 

t to human wants and indolence. The valley of Caraccas had all 
the advantages of irrigation,, an expedient we4 1 understood by 
the inhabitants. But the use of the plough is unknown. 

' < AH work is done wfth the spade and hde, and) chiefly by slave*. 
-The lighter work is performed by Indians, and free labourers, which last 
•class is increasing xapidly* Maize and plantains form the basis of their 
f food, to which are added beef and garlic. The matzeds generally 6aten 
in the form of cakes, being first soaked, deprived of the husk, and then 

• ground, or rather rubbed into a moist paste, by means of a roller* and a 
smooth curved slab of a stone. This operation falls to the lot of .the 

"women. Beef seldom exceeds two pence sterling a pound.* * Poultry 

• is scarce and dear. ' Mutton is unknown. Although this country f has been 
'colonized nearly three centuries, the sheep has not vet been introduced 

upon these mountains, where it could not fail to multiply rapidly. 'The 
#esh pf goats is used instead.' p. 114. ' • 

l - The ipode of cooking is entirely Spanish. The people are 
Represented as generally a sober race, but as drinking freely at 
entertainments, in which they have adopted the English, custom 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sample's SkeUk *f Caracas. 69* 

of toasts. The ladies sit among the gentlemen, or in a conti- 
guous apartment, with the door open. i The conversation is 
free; for an Englishman frequently jtoo much so/ 

4 In a word, the general manners afld customs are those of Spai«, by no 
means improved by crossing the Atlantic, or by the mixture of Indian and 
ne^ro blood with that of the first conquerors* It may belaid down as an 
axiom, that whereever there is slavery there is corruption of manners. 
There is a re -action of evil from the oppressed to the oppressor. Here it 
has been weakened by the general mildness observed towards domestic 
slaves; but it has not been destroyed, and even should slavery be finally 
abolished, its influence over private life will long be felt. After great 
debates, the importation of slaves has been forbidden by the new legisla- 
ture; although many still remain of opinion that they are necessary to the 
prosperity ofthe country/7— * Whenevera slave can by any means make up 
the sum of three hundred dollars to his owner, he is free. He is not even 
obliged to give this sum at once, but may pay it in single dollars, or half 
dollars, till the whole be complete. A slave has also the liberty of seeking 
a new master, and may go about to sell himself.' , 

Almost the whole commerce of the eetratry is carried on by ■ 
European Spaniards, and a class of people originally from the 
Canaries; who, by a spirit of union, and frequently an impene- 
trable dialect, have a great advantage against foreigners in 
commercial transactions. 

An interesting brief account is given of a distinct population, 
rapidly forming on an extensive territory, consisting of great 
pains, to the south of Caraccas. They. are employed in look- 
ing after the vast herds of entile, the proprietors of which reside 
in the great towns. They are a bold, lawless, and- barbarous 
race, of very coarse and vicious mariners, and some of them 
are professed robbers. Swinging about in their hammocks, 
smoaking cigars, gambling to excess, and tormenting of bulls, 
are among their principal amusements. 

The last chapter, partly historical and partly speculative, 
relates to the politics and the civil war of this new state, and it 
makes a rather gloomy representation both of what is past and 
of what is to come. Mr. Semple considers the people of 
Spanish America as much too ignorant and immoral and super- 
stitious for real freedom and wise self-government, at the same 
time that he deems it perfectly idle to expect that any thing 
can prevent or long retard their complete and final indepen- 
dence of European power. But the course bv which they 
have thus far advanced towards it, has been marked by nume- 
rous acts of severity and injustice towards the Spanish seeders ; 
by great want of union among themselves ; by a profusion of 
plots, intrigues, and outrages ; by a plentiful display of the 
ambition and self-importance of individuals ; and by the most 
ruinous mischief to the state of commerce and agriculture. 
Incalculable injury has been sustained by these interests, in 
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consequence of the expulsion of a vast number of active and 
considerably intelligent Spaniards, who were tbe priricipal 
improvers of the country, and at whose tamertess in suffering 
themselves to be so easily bverbotme* Mr. 8. expresses great 
astonishment. He say i y the descendants of the earlier Spanish 
.colonists feel not the smallest partiality to What is called the 
mother country, but, on tt y-of iheirt, 

•auch a resentment oil accot re suflfielrefd 

from the Enropean goverr have eVer 

Teceived any benefits. Bu would be 

decorous for them to e^pre tojlaotbro- 

pic observer will be of opii n can. w$]\ 

,f>e to6 severe on a state thi es fx> grow 

up to such a numerical magnitude in that moral and iotelkiO 
tual condition, whioh renders .them utterly unfit to govern 
themselves, when the irieviuAle period of tlieir separation and 
independence arrives. . • 

* "" ***? * " »«!»■ .i i .r.n » i lil..(« M"" l I ■■> t i.i i-i — t ■ i < I ■ m il ' m i ll ■ 

1 

Art. X. A Tour to Hafod, in Cardiganshire, the seat of Thornaa 
Johnes Esq. M. P. &c« &c. &c. by James Edward Smith, M. D. 
Fi R. S. &c. President of the Linnaean bociety. London : printed by 
T. Bensley, Bolt Court, for White' and Co. Horace's Head, Fleet 

' Street. 1#10. 

_r TBE public have heen long in possession of a very in- 
teresting *' Sketch of a Tour on the Continent," which 
embraced observations on whatever was particularly curious 
in the> more celebrated parts of France, Switzerland, and 
Itfriy ; and from this specimen of it's aatkor*s talents, the li- 
terary, world has ever since been induced to hope, that some 
fresh occasion might call forth the exertions of Dr. Smith 
in i*s service* On this account, it is certainly to hie re- 
grafted, that the performance now hefewre us was not published 
in, $ less splendid and expensive form ; so that a far greater 
©umber of Tenders might hare been enaWed te> become ac- 
.f^QiialntedwtlAi the picturesque scenery and romantic beauties 
ol Uafod. In its present magnificent and costly shape, fewpet- 
AOttsean hope to possess the work, however ardent may fee 
their .admiration of sublime and extensive scenwy. Possibly, 
however, the splendour of-:th.e book may be considered as 
emblematical of the elegant abode which it is tbe au&o/s 
principal object 'to describe: Indeed the 4etter*pness scarcely 
. extends : beyond wiiat is *>bs©lliitely«essential for an explanation 
©f tbe beautiful. platesj-H-wbicli are fifteen m number, and 
iwll be noticed as tbey respectively occur* 
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The dedication to Mr. Johnes, at Whose sug£esfidft ^ fe 
work was wn de r ta kerV, is concise and Rearing. We are 
incited to insert the 1 Preface, as ; it occupies but a few 
lines, which however - J contain a sufficient account of the 
author's object in presenting ah account of his Tour to the 
public. 

' The Drawings, from ^hich the foliqwing plates are exactly copied 
by Mr. Stadler, were taken, many years ago, by, Mr. John Smith, an artist 
of well-deserved celebrity. TKey have afforded an opportunity of recording 
a few observations made in a visit to Hafod in the summer of 1796, anj 
at several other times. The public are not entirely strangers fb the charmr 
of this romantic abode, whrch several travelers have' noticed, and Mr; 
Cumberland has ^particularly described m a small octavo volume published 
a few years since, but no views of its scenery have yet appeared. Hdw 
Well this fine place merits sucji an iilu$tratipn, the present „work, -wljat- 
eter it** execution may be, will sufficiently evince/ \ \ ,, , (<; , • ,., 

The first chapter id occupied by a description of. the 
Journey to Hafod, aiid rootiqes of various oajectg/of cariosity 
oo the way*--* tfveroad from Loodcwti© BMh*-^B»istol— €tiftoo 
•"•King 1 * Weston — Chepstow — TUnterrP— ftaduor*-^Approacli 
to Hafod.* On arriving at the neighbourhood of this latter placei 
cascades are heard rbatfng or murmuring at a distance, and at 
length a path, temptingly it*S t neatness, strikes into % <5eep 
wood on the left, .while another climbs a rock on . 'tW riglj^ 
'But we are little aware of the wideiy different fairy scenes, 
to which each of them leads, Nothing of the house can 
all this while be perceived, till a sadden turn to the' right 
brings it in full view, at the distance of about a squatter of 
a mile, and the remainder of the road is a direct approach 
to the godiic icotottnade^n owe hand, or the grand etttrande 
on the other/ - - '»•* - : ' < •*. - ■ " i > : *»; 

We come, in the next chapter* to an account of Ha&4 
House, which Dr. Smith nays * is situated on a rising grwmd 
ioa rich and beautiful valley, watered by the river' Yaupitb* 
mi encompassed witk bold hilW, richly wooded, of a grout 
vmtfy of farms. These <wc4xta - abound witb taagtwftcetft 
water-fails, formed chiefly by three mountain streams that 
copty- themselves into tbe YstwUto io> different parts of the 
wey, and are never dvyS . Hafbd* or as it was formerly 
<*IM in WekJiy the Ha.vod, trigtiiftes an aleo** wr summer 
house, because tfce situation of > the pieee, befow t^lembte 
nads were made i»<it*a -neig*ifeeiH-hood> was so 1 deflciewt id 
Producing the ««oeesatiea ot life, as well as so de*eid' «f >tbfe 
watforte .of society* Ubat it wa* *ega*ded as wriistajbtfeftbte 
except atparticuitf* seasxMs. -TPtofe dofciajfc Moment if atom 
^ghtmiles in ctrCMt, and * ft* the most part -enclosed m a 



Digitized by 



Google 



694 .Smith'* Tpurio^IfqfyA 

rough stone wall, entered by qw© principal k>dg£s> one to- 
wards ^ach extremity pf ttug palley.;— -Ne*t fpllows & cursory 
hisjtory of this part of the., country, frogi th? time, of Queen 
£ljzabetb, wbefc, uqder the sanction of Lord Bacon, several 
intelligent miners settled in South Wales, . About J.bfc time 
a branch of the noble family of Herbert came to reside at 
Hafod ; and Mr. Johnes of Llanvair afterwards iparryjng the 
heir6ss> 'tbisr estate came into the- family of its present pos- 
sessor; In the year 1620; one off the Herbert's erected upon 
his own latid, and at his own expence, the chapel called 
Eglwys-Newvdd which appears to have materially civilized 
and improved the neighbourhood, though the peopfeaifter his 
death relapsed into their former profligacy, it is gratifying 
however to learn that 

9 The present inhabitant of Hafod,. has not confined his exertions to 
rebuilding the church in a decent and elegant style, and labouring, not 
without much difficuity, to have the stated duties of religion regularly 
and properly performed. He very early established a school, where the 
Children of the poor, are instructed gratis in reading and writing, ae 
well as in all kinds of rural and domestic service work This 
school is assiduously superintended by his excellent lady aad -daughter. 
Care is also taken to provide a medical attendant, who regularly visits 
the parish on stated days ; and a store of medicines on one hand, yrith 
a stock of Bibles and useful books on the other. 4 are always tept ready 
to administer to the bodily or mental Ills of those unable to*, help 
themselves.' ' ' 

. The plates, which, as already: o.bsex.ved, form the most con- 
siderable part of the work, are .fifteen in number,: of the 
size of the original drawings, .and so .coloured as to imitate 
tbem as nearly as possible. The, firs* exhibits* the House with 
its surrounding scenery, which is of the boldest odd richest 
kind.; The distent parts seem to Us admirably .Hinted*; but in 
some, of the middle distances there is? a hardness; and too strong 
^ contrast of colour in some of the trees. . The foreground is 
Admirable. The architecture of the house is not precisely 
expressed, nor are iqe able to form a very distinct conception 
of its character. The second,- third, and .fourth plates, dis- 
play, beautiful., views, extremely various in character, from 
different pajct* of the grpuqd$, in which wood and water arc 
happily Wended. In the fifth is represented the Cavern Cas- 
cade,, a: fall, to obtain a ; commanding view- of which Mr* 
Johnes has excavated an artificial grotto. Nos. 6 and 7 are. 
different views of a very favourite water-fell, which ' terminates 
en umbrageous glen in a most advantageous manner, opening 
upon, the spectator by degrees till the whole is seen in . per- 
fection,- as in. the seventh pifcte. A natural cold bath is 
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formed in the middle of this Cascade, Plate the Sth, is the 
last of those views Which may be regarded within the compass 
of Mr, Johnes's pleasure grounds : it exhibits one of those 
simple stone bridges which the owner has constructed for 
the purposes of convenience only, without any attempt 
at such decorations as would doubtless have interfered 
with the character of the whole place, and destroyed its sim- 
plicity, 

lathe third chapter, the author seems to have indulged m 
the description of a highly romantic spot, and that with the 
more freedom as be was not furnished with any views of the 
circumjacent scenery. The principal feature in this des- 
cription is the majestic Maen Arthur, or Arthur's stone. 

4 This is a vast perpendicular rock, white with lichens, its chasms oc- 
cupied with overhanging shrubs, and its base completely concealed by 
woods descending to the brink of the river, at a great depth below. 
Such is the noble foreground of the landscape I would now attempt to 
describe. But words are totally insufficient to express all die varied 
effect of the river broken by projecting cliffs, the craggy valley, the over- 
shadowing trees, the rich amphitheatre of woody hills In the the more- die* 
taut prospect, and the towering mountains that bound the whole. This 
is a complete composition, a picture which surely no critic would presume 
to correct. No object obtrudes itself that is not strictly in harmony 
with the whole, not even a cottage nor shepherd's hut, for these scenes 
are sacred to perfect solitude. Here* the spirit of the mountain only can 
be supposed to reside. How sweedy must "the moonlight sleep upon 
this bank," and what shadows must it throw across the woody vale !' 

The author then proceeds to describe the more interesting 
scenes of this romantic walk, which abounds with numberless 
brooks overshadowed with trees, * and breaking into silvery 
cascades which empty themselves into N the river Ystwith, 
and form a fine contrast to the dark whirl-pools of 
the river.* The description is concluded in the following, 
words. 

* I have been more particular in the detail of this expedition, because 
it is certainly the most interesting walk about Hafod, and has hitherto 
been very little known. Transient visitors must leave it unexplored ; 
nor would those who are already' fatigued with a long journey, find it 
easy to accomplish. If ever that judicious hand which has made the 
various beauties of Hafod itself so easily accessible, without encroaching 
on their native wildness, ahould extend its improvements down the river, 
the scenes of Maen Arthur may more frequently receive the homage they 
so justly merit. Mr. Cumberland alone has. hitherto celebrated them, and 
he has rather expressed their general effect, than given a particular 
description of any part. I feel but too sensibly the insufficiency of my 
own descriptions, and the more deeply regret that I am possessed of 
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no delineation of any part of this neighbourhood* * It appears not to 
have been known when the drawings with which Mr. Johoes has so* 
kindly enriched my work were made) nor had I the means of supplying 
this defect/ 

The fourth and concluding chapter exhibits an. account 
of some remarkable and beautiful spots in the neighbour- 
hood of Hafod, many of them being the property of Mr. 
Johnes, though not strictly within his domain. These are il- 
lustrated by seven views of the striking and majestic scenery" 
about the Rbydol and the Fynnach, across which latter river 
i» the Devil's Bridge, celebrated on account of a fine fall 
which the rjver makes below it, and which is one of the 
most considerable, as well as beautiful, in the whole prin- 
cipality. Of this, two finely executed views are given. 
Many curious particulars of Aberystwith and it's castJe con* 
elude the work — of which we understand not more than » 
hundred copies have been printed- It is not likely there* 
fore to be very generally known : but me have no hesitation 
in saying, that for typical elegance and correctness, as well 
as for the masterly aud splendid execution of its plates, the 
Tour to Hafod will yield to no publication which this or 
any other country has produced. 

Art. XI. Essays on Natural History and Rural Economy* by the late 
John Walker, D. D. Pjsofessor of" Natural History in the University 
of Edinburgh. Svo. Guthrie and Anderson, Edinburgh. Longman* 
and Co. 18112. 

A FONDNESS for the works of nature, seems, in such as 
really possess it, to be rather the offspring than the pa- 
rent of observation ;— a faculty, which Dr. W. very justly 
remarks, resembles the faculty called common sense, in being 
much less common than is generally imagined. It is however 
a much more frequent endowment than the powers of com- 
parison, combination and distipction, indispensable for the 
former of a system ; there being, for jnstance, jaany . good 
stone-hewers, and carpenters, for one good architect... We 
should therefore expect, that, when Essays on Naforal His* 
tory are dictated by a love for the subject, they should also 
exhibit traces of acute synd accurate observation. Treatises 
prompted by a propensity for writing, a»d founded on know? 
ledge which an author could not help acquiring, may irideed 
serve to make up volumes, hot will never supply, either to 
the philosopher, or the friend of nature, that information 
which a wa«t of .practical acquaintance with the branches they 
treat of, induces the inquirer to seek in them. We do not wish 
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to insinuate, that bookmakingis all that the Essays before ut 
are fit for ; they are selected, for reasons best known to tho 
editors, from the papers of a deceased professor, of whom we 
*t>uld wish to say nothing but good ; and though several ara 
sdch as the author, had he been alive, would we hope have 
suppressed or amended ; though the aggregate of the whole U 
not of sufficient meric to entitle them to a place along with 
heAmcenifates Academic* ; we are very well satisfied that- 
others, cbntaihing valuable matter, though mixed with much 
unproductive rubbish, are thus rescued from oblivion* A 
principal fault of Dr. W., supposing that these Essays were 
iatended for publication, and not merely put down as me- 
morandums for his owfn use, is, a too great anxiety to say 
all that he knows upon a subject,, without knowing all that 
nay be learnt- He has been egregtously negligent in bringing 
down the corrections in his system to the present state of 
science, or even to the date when the essays were written; 
and bad we not been expressly told that they belong to the 
productions of the hitter part pf the last century, \ye should*.' 
from internal evidence, have concluded them to be. at feast, 
fifty or sixty years older: — but some. bopj^s, are born witlj th^ 
grey hair and wrinkles, though not with the wisdom of old 
age. 

The Essays are fifteen in number, and mostly relate to to* 
pographical natural history. V 

The first gives a * catalogue of the most considerable tree* 
in Scotland,** a subject of more amusement than importance^ 
as these giants of the forest and orchard, are rather exceptions' 
from the geueral mode of growth of the species to which they, 
belong, than fair specimens of what it naturally may attain to.' 
Wallace's oak, (probably the most ancient tree in the kingdom, 
having afforded an asylum to Sir William Wallace nearly 500 
years ago, in gratitude for which it has been held sacred,) 'is 2& 
feet in circumference, four feet above ground. An old oak 
ia Lochabar, exceeds it m size, being 24$ feet in circum- 
ference; both are, however, far* inferior 'to the Wetherby oak, 
ia England, which is stated to be 40 feet 6 inches in girth. 
The Jsh 9 it seems, thay attain to a far greater size in this 
Northern climate, as one in Dumbartonshire measured 34 feet 
at four feet from the ground, and the stump of the KUmalie 
tree, which formerly stood near the parish church of the 
LochieLs, was 2\ feet in its greatest diameter, and 58 feet about. 
The following will perhaps also be thought remarkable. 
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feet- in 

An Elm in Tiviotdale, called the Treating Tree* • SO 

A Beech in Mid Lothian, probably 240 years old, .19 6 

A Chesnut in Forfarshire, 500 years old decayed, !*. 42 8f 

A Yew in Perthshire, - - - - 52 

A Hawthorn in Perthshire, - - - - 9 

An Arbor Vitac in, Galloway, ... 54? 

A Pear tree near Edinburgh, • • 12 

The second Essay on c the N atural History of the Inhabitants 
of the Highlands/ contains littlethat is not generally known, 
Our author discountenances the common opinion, that they 
are distinguished by remarkable longevity ; he gives us the 
following result of bis enquiries on some islands, 

< Every 12th person was found to be 60 years of age, or upwards, 
which appears indeed to be a very great proportion. Among each 100 
inhabitants, there was one person of 80 or upwards. But only one person 
of 90 years old, or above it, among 500 people. Some instances exceed- 
ed, others fell short of this calculation ; but in general, it may be as- 
sumed as the proportion of longevity in these islands. Only three persons 
were found, as mentioned above, of one hundred years old and upwards, 
in all the islands. 9 pp. 104.— 105. 

In the third, Dr. W. gives the c History of Icolumbkil.' He 
derives the name Jcolumbkil from Y the Island, and Columb*- 
cella, the Island of the cell of Columba ; and, with Adamna- 
nus, supposes that Iona has the same meaning, substituting 
for Columba the Hebrew, n:y ; though the people of the 
country derive it from Y and Iona, the Island of St. John. 
The history and antiquities of this deserted, yet still highly 
interesting seat of learning, do not admit of an abridgement, 
were it necessary in this place. The mineralogy seems curious, 
but, though not deficient in minuteness, is rather unintel- 
ligible ; and of the botany, merely Pulmonaria maritima, *&- 
hxfusca, Gentiana campestris, (wnich our author erroneously 
wishes to confound with G. amarella,) Eryngilum meritimum, 
Cotyledon umbilichis, Geranium cicutarium, Inula Helenhwi, 
and a few cryptogamous plants are mentioned. The Zoology, 
(to which Spongia Columboe, enumerated among the plants, 
ought to be transferred,) contains little remarkable, except 
the two shells Area pilosa* and Bulla scotica. 
. The history of the Island of Jura, in the fourth paper, is in- 
teresting. We find here a good account of the celebrated 
whirlpool of Coira-bhreaggan or Cory-vrekan, which Dr. W- 
attributes to the resistance given to the tide by a perpendicular 
submarine rock ; he also describes an expedition which he 
made to the summit of the highest peak on the island, part 
of which cannot fail being amusing to such of our readers as, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Walker's Essays. €f9 

like ourselves, are fond of enjoying the perils and fatigues of 
a mountain ramble— -by sympathy. 

* The first part of our progress lay through deep bogs, fronj, which we 
lometimes found it very difficult to extricate ourselves. We then came to 
a chain of small but steep hills, where the heather struck us to the breast, 
and which were cut every where with deep glens and gullies, which we 
could not have ascended on the Opposite ride, without the assistance of 
the junipers and strong heather, with which they • were covered. We 
next travelled along the rocky skirts, of three or four extensive hills, and 
came to a small gloomy lake, at the foot of the highest mountain. Upon 
ibis side, which was to the south, we found the ascent impracticable, being 
10 abrupt and full of precipices, which obliged us to make a circuit to 
the east. Here we had before us, a very steep and continued ascent of 
about one thousand five hundred feet of perpendicular height, and com- 
posed entirely of loose rocks and stones. They lay upon the side of 
tie mountain, like a great stream, and upon the least motion,' gave way 
all about us, which made our progress both tedious and dangerous. 
With great difficulty, we made our way against these hurling ruins of 
the mountain ; and at last after an ascent of seven hours, with excessive 
fatigue, we gained the summit. 

* It was now five o'clock in the afternoon, the day was serene, not a 
cloud in the firmament, and the atmosphere uncommonly clear ; so that 
the view we now enjoyed, of the earth and the seas below, made us forget 
the toil of our ascent. Every way we turned, we had a prospect of sea- 
and land, as far as the eye could reach. The sea in many places running 
out to the sky, and in others, terminated by lands and islands of various 
shapes, forming a very singular and grand horizon. 

* On one hand we had a thousand hills ; the whole alpine coun- 
try Argylshire, the ancient Albion. Here only, our view was inter- 
cepted, and that only by mountains at the distance of above fifty miles,. 
In another quarter, we saw distinctly the whole of the Hebrides, and 
Deucaledonian ocean. Southwards, the vast promontory of Cantire lay 
under our eyes ; and beyond it, in one view, all the west of Scotland 
rising to the great mass of mountains in the head of Clydesdale and 
Nithsdale : in another view, the spiry summits of Arran, and the whole 
Irish sea, with its shores to the Isle of Man. From the Bouth to the 
west, the north of Ireland lay as a plain before us, further than the eye 
could reach. The impetuous strait between the Mull of Cantire and the 
Fair Head, with his lofty cliffs, was at hand ; through which the Irish 
sea is filled every tide, by the pouring in of the Atlantic. The pro- 
montory of the Giants Causeway appeared near and ' distinct ; and 
beyond it, the highland oflnts-huna, the north extremity of Ireland; 
beyond this, to the Hebrides, nothing but air and ocean. 

* The emotions in the mind of the beholder, arising from the gandeur of 
this scene, are not to be excited by any description. The extent of pros- 
pect from this mountain is indeed surprising, not much under three hundred 
miles, south and north. But the curvature of the earth is here gready 
overcome by the elevation of the spectator, and the great height of the 
distant lands. Nothing else could render the Isle of Skye and the Isle 
Vol. VIII. J M 



Digitized by 



Google 



70# Walker's JSssays. 

of Mao at the same time visible. .At three such views, the Diked eje 
might extend from the one extremity of Britain to the other. To 
stretch the eye over so many different seas, over such a multitude of 
islands, and such various countries, in different kingdoms, is perhaps 
a scene that can no where be beheld in Europe, but f>om the summit 
•of Jura.' pp. 229— *&2. 

Bv the same opportunity, the difference of the height of 
the mercury at the top, and at the foot, were ascertained to be 
2,6 in. The difference of temperature is neglected, for which 
a correction should be made : but assuming 90 feet for eacfr 
tenth of an inch, the height of the mountain will probably r^e 
2$40 feet nearly. Water boiled on the summit at six degrees 
6f Fahrenheit lower than at the foot. It seems that, contrary to 
wbat is usually observed in the Highlands, cripples are nu- 
merous on this island, owing to the prevalence of a singular 
disease. < 

* It arises from a worm lodged under the skin, that penetrates, with 
-exquisite pain, the interior parts of the limbs. It is termed, in the Gaelic 
language, Fillun ; and is generally lodged either in the knees or ancles. 
-'• « it is first discernible very deep, as the patients themselves say, at the 
■bones. Whether it reaHy afreets or penetrates the bones I could not po- 
sitively learn, though it is very probable, from the extreme pain which it 
occasions ; but in a Httle time, it makes its wajr through the cartilages, 
tendons, and muscles, and penetrate* the skin with several small ichorous 
orifices. . 

4 The worm disappears soon after this stage of the disease, which, when 
suffered to come this length, never fails to cripple the patient for life. 
Both men andworhen, children and adults, are equally subject to it; and 
{he intense pain with which h is accompanied, sometimes destroys the ap- 
petite and spirits, and occasions death/ 

The subject seems to require a closer investigation than ottr 
author has been able to give it ; and k is very probable that 
other remedies might be discovered besides ' the marrow boil- 
ed out of beef bones,' with the root of Ptdkularis palustris. 
Among the Plants, some supposed new species are described ; 
but Pteris britannica seems to be a PolypocJIum, s whose con- 
fluent fructifications have misled our author. From a note at 
the close of this and the 12th essays, we are led to expect a 
second volume, in which the respective subjects are to be con- 
tinued. 

The 5th essay, € on the B$sse and its productions,' furnishes 
us with a valuable description of this singular rock, the home, 
and reputedly the only breeding place, of the Solan goose. 
The rental of this little spot, not more than the sixth of a 
mite in circumference, is stated at 46l. 13s. 4d. per annum, 
and the produce at 130L 13s. 5d. derived almost solely from 
the geese caught upon it. Besides the Pelecanus bassanus, or 
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$a\m goose, Dfc W. observed the P: carta, Larus camis, L. 
fuscus, Alto torta, and A. tomow. " 

The 6th paper, c on shell riiari'e,* is undecisive, and of little 
value. The 7th, a lecture* on the utility of natural hi.story^ 
delivered in 1788, would raak aai^ng the be^t writt^ja ^r^crf 
the volume, were the subject less thread-bare. The 8tb is an 
iuterestnig « Memoir* (bm delivered a* a lecture) c cf Sir An- 
drew Balfour,' the fontider of the Edinburgh Botanicat Gar- 
den, and physician irt ordinary to Charles the Secorrd. The 
9th appears to be a mere memorandum on 4 the Natural His- 
tory of Loch L&veny ,*be extent of which, although ^stretch- 
ed, by a writing or priiuijjg fai^lt t to about three thousand six 
hundred miles $ yet seems to afford little worth notide besides 
sane gtiod trout. The 1 0th and 11th are mtnepalogioai jour- 
KiU(}oernTes?) (torn. Ecttmborgb to EHiock, and from Edin- 
burgh to i^»dbn f ~tm*€h too vague to be of trse, and 
fortunately nowsw"^ — * 

The 12th dssay, 
tory and CuFcivatio 
able ability/ manif 
ao extensive acijm 
defect urider which 
which will unavoidi 
two species are d 
The 13th essay cor 

tica, an enumeration of those animals belonging to the class 
of Mammalia, which either have been, or are, found wild in 
Scotland, or are at present kept \n a domesticated state. It 
Hoes not contain much that is remarkable, but is drawn up 
with care, according to the Linnean plan of a Fauna. Dr. 
W. mentions the white hare as a Variety of the common spe- 
cies; we are inclined, however, to fhihk it is sufficiently distinct, 
and* are farther confirmed in our opinion by his observa- 
tions. The white hare is a truly alpine animal ; our author 
fiifc* Us habitation i$ Scotland at the height of from 1500 to 
2000 feet above the level of the sea ^ it burrows under ground, 
and. is less swift {thai* the comduon hare; nor have we ever 
heard of intermediate gradations, as each keeps perfectly se- 
parate from the other, in such districts as abound in both. 

The * Statistical Account of the Parish of Colli ngton,' 
which follows, gives a detailed account of the modes of agri- 
culture pursuedby the inhabitants, preceded by observations 
on the propriety and impropriety of parochial assessments to 
support the poor. 

• It appears that the poor in Scotland* amounting to fifty thpuaaad 
penons, have, of public parochial charity, about 43,0001. allotted for 
tbeir support ; which does not afford to each pauper 20s. yearly; a sum 

3M2 
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it must be acknowledged, very inadequate to their necessities/ • In those 
parishes in Scotland, which are fully assessed, each pauper is maintained 
at an expence from 4L to 91. yearly. If assessments were to become uni- 
versal, and were the poor of Scotland to be supported at the expence of 
5l. each, they would then stand the heritors ten times what they cost at 
present, as tlie sum required would amount at least to 250,0001.' 

Such of our readers as have not been accustomed to study 
the manner in which the poor support existence, from the life, 
will probably be surprised at the folio wing statement of the in- 
come of a Scotch labourer. 

• When allowance is made for the days in which he is debarred from 
work, by the state of the weather or other accidents, his income cannot 
be reckoned to exceed 131. a year. . Yet upon this, he has often to support 
a wife, with two, three, or four children ; and when sober and industrious, 
supports them in. a decent manner. The wife, generally, by her careful-* 
ness and industry,, adds .something. Yet, whenever the income and ex- 
pence of a labourer's family come to bq compared, as they have often 
been, and committed to paper, the expence, to a degree of surprise, always 
turns out higher than the income. Yet they live without running into 
debt, and thrive, and the children are brought up in a creditable way. 
This is much to the praise of the poor labourers in Scotland ; and no rea- 
son can be given for it, but that there subsists among them a degree of fru- 
gality and parsimony, which escapes the knowledge and observation of 
people in higher life.' * A married ploughman, with all his perquisites, 
has generally to the amount of Is. every working day, or about 161. a 
year. 

The paper concludes with some antiquarian observations 09 
the vestiges of a destructive battle, which are found in this 
neighbourhood. They consist in the traces of a large camp, a 
number of cairns, a rude pillar, heads of spears, and numerous 
remains of dead bodies ; but the names of the heroes are lost, 
the conflicting nations ean only be guessed at, and even the 
date of the battle has faded from the records of history. Our 
author is only enabled to infer from vague conjectures that 

' it happened, most probably, in the period between the departure of the 
Romans, and the establishment of the Saxons, that is, between A.D. 
426, and A.D. 547; an era, in which there is very little light afforded 
by our historians.' 

The volume concludes with * a Memorial concerning the 
Scarcity of Grain in Scotland. (1801.)' The remedy proposed 
by our author is, to devote a, large portion of land to tillage, 
particularly to the cultivation of the potatoe and oats. D r - 
W. may be intitled to thanks for pointing out the expedient ; 
bpt unfortunately, in this case, to know the remedy, and to 
apply it, are very different things. 
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Art. Xlf. A Treatise on tie Resolution of the higher Equations in Algebra 
By W. Lea. 4to. pp. viii. 40. Price 5s. Johnson and Co. 1811. 

1/fR. LEA is an author of whom the mathematical world 
knows but little at preseut, but who, as far as we can 
judge from the specimen before, us, possesses the capacity of 
makipg himself knotfn to excellent purpose. His principal 
design in this treatise, is to reduce t6 one, several of the 
apparently independent methods, which have been proposed 
at different times, by some of the most able mathematicians, 
to solve equations. The principle he has adopted for this pur- 
pose, though not entirely new, is extremely simple and satis- 
factory ; and in its developement the author has evinced a 
considerable acquaintance with the works of other algebra- 
ists, as well as great ingenuity in deducing and comparing 
the chief rules of resolution. 

The principle of operation consists merely in comparing 
different resolutions of general problems. Thys, having 
given the two equations y 1 +p# + q ~o 9 and y — x — m 
=s 0, the author finds x and y, and thence deduces the solu- 
tion of a general quadratic. From the equations j/ 3 + qy + 
r =* 0, ana x* — xy + m = o, he finds x and y, and thence 
deduces the solution of a general cubic. Then, from the 
equations y* — a = o, and x* — xy — by + c =* o, be forms 
and resolves a general biquadratic. These operations being 
effected, he proceeds thus : — 

* § 9. If now we examine the equations assumed in the three examples 
ye have given, we shall find that the first in each example is comprised 
in the general one 

f+fiy*~ l + ay*~* + Kf~*- .... + « = o. 

The second equation in the first example is tj — x + nt = o, 

#**+ m 

in the second example is^y — i. ' ■ as o f 

x 

* % + ' 
in the third y — ■ as o t 

x + b 

ill these equations are comprised then in the more general one y — P 

*= 0$ P representing any function whatever of x. But since only the 

fat power of y enters in this equation, it is evident we may make it 

■web more general by introducing the higher powers ; let us then for 

our second equation assume 

£+py°- l + ey»--* + %*- » +<P-»* 

P> Q» &c. being any functions whatever of *y and. we will now proceed 
to «hew, that it is easy from these equations to deduce the different me- 
thods of resolution, which have at different timet been proposed. ^ ^ 
*j 10. Assuming y» + /y a — 1 + &?-* + iy»-* ...... + u ■« 
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andy» + /V 1 — ' 4- Dy*— * + -Ry" -5 + U** #, 

the /coefficients. P^ Q. M, &c. being, any fitmcttops whatever of * ; It is 
required to deduce any number of resolutions of general equations of the 
thirii and f «urth degree, and of particular forms of the higher equations ; 
also the different principles by which Cardan resolved a cubic equation, 
and Ferrari, Descartes, and Bezout, a biquadratic ; Demoivre's resolu- 
tion of a recipro al equation ; and the general theories proposed by 
Tschirnhaus, Waring, £ iler, 3cc. 

Let us suppose the different values of y in the second equation to be 
y = «, y s— 0, y a- y , & c . substituting them successively, in our first 
we have 

* n + ft **— l + q a"-* 2 4 r a"— 3 -fti^o 

f>* + t 1 P*~~ l + 9 £ ~* + r tt ~ 3 +u**o 

v° + /» y°— * + q *■-* + *• y B ~~ 3 + » — * 

dec . Ac. 

Now each of these ^equations answers only to one value of y ; but tf 
we multiply them continually, we form an equation, which evidently son- 
tains all its different values ; and it is plain the result will be the sane, 
whatever change we make in the order of the quantities », £, y , Ac. this 
res ilt can then only involve similar functions of these quantities, and may 
thus be rationally expressed by means of the coefficients P, Q, R 9 &c. of 
our second equation ; and since P, Q, 2?, &c. represent functions of x 9 
substituting in place of them their values, we obtain an equation in which 
x only is obtained with known quantities. 

§ II. If now (as in Article I, and II,) we can by any means deter- 
mine the roots of this equation, conversely y, that is the root of the ge- 
neral equation y +£y 0- " 1 + qy n ~~ 2 + *y~~ s »— +« »o, will thus 
be known. 

Or supposing (as in art. 5, and 6,) -we are able to resolve our two as- 
sumed equations, conversely jr, the root of the equation formed in . the 
manner described in the last article will also be known ; and the succeed- 
ing problems will serve as examples of the almost infinite Variety of solu- 
tions which may be thus obtained. 
J $ 12. Now, in order to obtain the different required principles of so- 
lution, it is only necessary to assume the two comparatively particular 
equations 

y +py a ~~ l + qf~* + *tf + !jy + * = °> and 

Ay m + Bf*~ l + Cy*-'* + Fy — U x -» o ■:■ 

where If 1 only, the coefficient of the last term of the second equation is 
a function of #, and that the very particular function 

G** + Hx + K 

I7i « — : , % 

Lx* + Mx \ N 
§ 18. Let us first make «»8,4aff,«»aBl,^« 1, and IP = 

■ ■ also Kc — $ q t or what is the same thing, make « once £T 

S-$q \q ' I 

»s , n x — — , our equations then 1 become 

X x ! • l 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lea fft the Higher Equations in Algebra. W$ , 

and^ = x — — 

which are those assumed in Art. 11/ and the resolution depends on di- 
viding the root y of the proposed cubic into two such parts x, and — 

— , that their prdduct be — $f ; which is the principle of Cardan* or . 
x 

rather of Tartalea, and is probably that by which Scipio Ferreus obtained 
his resolution. 

§ 14. Next make n = 2, w = 1, and A as I ; then our two equa- 
tions become 

ty* + v y + tf ^ *> a °d 

<?«»+#« + £' 

ys =cr« = . 

z*> + jhx + jy 

If we further make / = 1, v = 0, G = 1, # = *, Z = 0, and if 

** + # 
■ 1, our last become jp + « = o, and^y = > ., the two equations 

x+N 
assumed in Art. VI, and which were first assumed by pezout, in the 
Paris Acts for 1764.* 

§ 15. Now in the last article, if we substitute in the first equation for 
j its value in the second, we form the biquadratic / (Gx % -f- Hx -f K) % 
+ n>(Gx l + ffx+ K) X (£**/+ M*+ NJ;+m.{Lm*+M,+ 
N)* = o ; f/pra whiph, by assigning particular values to ^ve of the nine- 
coefficients /, v, <x, H 9 &c. we may obtain almost any number of dif- 
ferent resolutions of a general biquadratic. 

§ 16. Let us make i == 1, v == o } u = — - 1, G === 1 and L = • 
then we have f*» + #* + K) 1 — f M* + iV/ = o, that is, let us 
consider a biquadratic as formed by the difference of the squares of ** 
+ Hm + K 9 and Mx + N, which is the principle of Ferrari* 

§ 17. Next make/ = <?, v = 1, # = o, <7 == 1, and Z«l f our 
equation in Art. XV, then becomes 

fx + Hx + J50/ X (x* + M* + AT; = o, that is, let us consider a 
biquadratic as formed by the multiplication of two quadratics, which is 
the principle of Descartes. 

$18. Now reverting to the two equations in Art. XII, let us make 
x 2 + 1 
m = 1, A=^ 1, and IP = — , they then become y 1 + py 1 ^ 1 + 

' x x % + 1 

gy*-s ^. ^d— 3 _j_ „_- ^ and^ = > , froarwhich we atonce 

deduce IJemoivre's solution of a reciprocal equation. 

§ 19. If next we make m = n — » 1, and Z7 1 *x #, they become 
*» ■+ fly 11 "" 1 + gy* * + *y*~~ 3 ...." + w sjb o, and 
j/- 1 + ^y'~ 2 + Cy*- 3 +&c. « *, 
the equations of Tschirnhaus. 

§ 20. Now the second assumed equation remaining the same as in the 

* For this deduction ^am indebted to Mr. Woodhouse* 
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last article, let us io the first make the coefficients of all the terms be- 
tween the first and last = o 9 we then have 
y + u = o, and Ay * + By-* + Cy~* + &c = W, 
which when u = — 1 .?re the equations of Bezout ; and if in second 
we substitute the value of y deduced from the first, it becomes 

the formula of Waring and Euler. 
. ' Thus then we perceive that this boasted formula, and the way Bezout 
' proposes to resolve equations, are as to principle an exact conversion of 
the method of Tschirnhaus ; his consisting in assuming * = Ay ~ l + 
gy-* 4 _j_ cyn— 3 _|_ £ c> t0 tra nsform a general equation of the » th degret m 
into another of the same dimensions which shall want all its terms except 
the first and last ; theirs in assuming x = Ay~~ x + By—* -f- Cy~~* + 
&c. {for we have shewn Waring and Euler's formula to be the same as 
to principle as Bezout' s equations) to transform an equation of the # th 
degree, which wants all its terms except the first and last, into a general 
one, • * + K 

§ 21. Lastly, let us make m == 1, A=* 1, U 1 = , and all the 

x + N 
coefficients of r our first assumed equation between the first and last a 
o 9 we then have x + K 
y + us=o, and y = — , 

* + N 
which are the equations proposed by Bezout in 1762. 

§ 22. Not only may these difierept methods, as we have shewn, be 
deduced from our assumed equations ; but the resolutions obtained from 
them may also, as will be seen in the succeeding problems, be obtained 
from the method laid down in art. 10 and 11/ pp. 5 — 9. 

From this quotation, our readers will be able to form a tole- 
rable conception of Mr. Lea's method. He pursues it through 
a variety of problems, of which we regret that we can only 
speak very concisely. Thus, in bis second problem, assuming 
fy* + vy + u = 0, and ^-PsO, he deduces different so- 
lutions of a general biquadratic. He draws, for example, 
from the same principle, the separate methods of Ferrari, 
Descartes, Bezout, and Euler ; as well as explains the ne- 
cessary limitation in the method of Ferrari, first shewti, we 
believe, by Mr. Wood. 

In his third problem, Mr. Lea assumes y* + py*""* + 9Jf~~* 
+• ry*-"* + utsso, and jf — P = 0, in order to deduce the 
solution of particular forms of the higher equations. Under 
this problem he treats five different examples, among which 
i* the well known reciprocal equation of Demoivre. The 
fourth and fifth problems exhibit a Variety of solutions of ge- 
neral cubics, and biquadratics, and particular forms of the 
higher equations. In the fifth problem too, Euler's new me- 
thod for biquadratics (given in his Algebra) isjsbewn to co- 
incide with that obtained from the general theory of Waring 
and Bezout. / 
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Mr. Lea, in his sixth problem,, assumes y n + u =*o f and 
y — Py + 2 = o, in order to shew how the solution of 
particular forms of the higher equations may be. deduced ; 
and to form one, of which Warin^'s equations 3. 1, 3. 2, 3. 3, 
5. 1, and 5. 2, p. 169 to 172 of his Meditationes Algebraic®, 
maybe only particular cases. This he effects, so as to give 
Waring's equations 5. I, and 5. 2, under a more simple and 
convenient form. In his seventh problem, assuming y* + u 
= 0, and y* — Py* + 2y — R = o, it is required to shew 
bow the solutions of particular forms of equations may be 
deduced ; and to form one of which Waring's equations 4. 1, 
4. 2, 6. 1, and 6. 2. p. 170 to 173, of his Meditationes Alge- 
bratcae, may be only particular cases. Here again bis pro- 
cesses are marked with his usual ingenuity, and his results 
with his usual success. 

In the eighth and ninth problems, our author proceeds by 
still different assumptions, to deduce general solutions of 
cubics and biquadratics, and particular solutions of some of 
the higher equations ; and his examples are, as usual, extreme- 
ly well chosen. 

In the course of his investigation, he points out the ex- 
cellences of preceding authors in the same department, as 
well as in certain cases shews their defects. Thus, he re* 
marks, very properly, that Simpson, at p. 151 of his Alge- 
bra, and Maclaurin, at p. 229, should have noticed the case, 
in which the rules given by them, at those places, fails ; 
namely, the case, in which the four roots of an equation of 
the form x 4 + ex* + | £ x % + t£ e* x + % rs e 4 s= o, whose 
four roots are equal to each other, and to — f e. He shews 
also, and it is a matter of no small importance to know, that 
the method of surd divisors is, with respect to biquadratics, com- 
pletely useless. 

Our mathematical readers may judge from this analysis, 
that we think very favourably of Mr. Lea's treatise. In truth, 
we have been dissatisfied with nothing* respecting it, but its 
magnitude* An author of so much talent ougbt not to con- 
fine himself to such narrow limits, nor to leave untouched 
.many other subjects in this department of \analysis, whfch, we 
are persuaded, lie quite within the compass of his powers. 
We hope soon to meet him again in the fairy land of these 
speculations ; and in the mean while beg to recommend bis 
treatise to those, who wish for a clue to lead them through 
some of the mazes and intricacies in which younger travellers 
m these regions are now and then apt to lose their way. 
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Art. &1J. Sseret History of the Court of King Jamei tfu First : con- 
taining, I. Osborne's Traditional Memoirs ; 2.' Sir Anthony Weldon's 

; Court and Character of King James; 3. Aultcus CoquinariaC; 4. Sir 
Edward Peyton's Divine Catastrophe of the House of Stuarts. With 
Notes and introductory Remarks. In two vols. 8vo. Price 24s. Edin- 
burgh. BaHantyne and Co. 1811. 

I> EPUBWCATIQNS of this feird certainly deserve encou- 
ragement They rescue from oblivion* and introduce to a 
more extended rang* of perusal and comment, works, which, 
though they are to be rea4 with caution, as probably includ- 
ing much loose report and inaccurate anecdote, and, no doubt, 
strongly tinctured with the peculiar feelings and partialities of 
their writers,, are yet valuable as the production of actual ob- 
servers, and as affording important illustrations of popular 
sentiment Iu this light the volume? before us, which are by 
no means uninteresting, are to he considered. They contain a 
good deal of amusing scandal, and many furious facts con* 
earning the courts of James I., bis. predecessor and successor, 
* for wnich the reader might in vain ransack either the work of 
the professed historian* or the memoirs of individuals.' 

The first of these articles, written by Osborne, i^aster of the 
horse, to the Earl of Pembroke, .is abundantly quaint and me- 
taphorical, but appears to be drawn up with ability. It U ra- 
ther an elpgc oF Elizabeth, and a general view of the cha* 
racter of her reign, than, as its title imports. Memoirs, It 
does not contain- much anecdote^ n*r;a great deal of novelty, 
but it gives, on the whole, a spirited and able sketch of the 
private aod political conduct of that ' magnanimous princess.' 
The second, by the same author, is very much of a, similar 
description. Osborne seeing in general, to have been well 
informed ; and, allowing for some anti-puritan higotryvto en- 
tertain just views of the events and characters which he me- 
rriorializes. He is warm ia eulogy of Raleigh, and indig* 
nan»t at bis infamous murder. He seems to have accurately 
estimated the merits and. defects of Cecil ; he paints in strong 
colours the bullying cowardice of Pembroke ; speaks with 
cautious praise of tnje high qualities of Prince Henry ; and in* 
troduces many curjpus.circumstances and shrewd observations 
in connection .witji other , personages who figged at the court 
of Jjames. Here and there„too, we meet with amusing notices 
of the stpte of manners among the higher ranks. From the 
following passage* it would appear that the fashion of lounging 
about towp, t is by.no means of modem date-— although it hajj 
undergone a few modifications in time and place. 

< It was the fashion of those times, and did so continue till these 
(wherein not only the mother, but her daughters are ruined) for the prin- 
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eipal gentry, lords, courtiers, and men of all professions, not meerly me* 
cbanick, to meet io Pauls church by eleven, and walk in the middle ue : tiU 
twelve, and after dinner from three to six ; during which time, tome dis* 
coursed of businesse, others of newes Now, in regard of the universal! 
commerce, there happened little that did not first or last arrive hem : And 
I being young, and wanting a more, advantageous imploynoent, did, during 
my aboad in London, which was three-fourth parts of the yeare, associate 
my selfe at those houres with the choycest company I could pick out, 
amongst such as I found rtiost inquisitive after affaires of state; who be* 
ing then my selfe in a daily attendance upon a hope (though a rotten one) 
of a future preferment, I appeared the more considerable, being as ready 
to satisfy, according to my weak abilities* their curiosity, as they were 
mine : who, out of a candid nature, were not ordinarily found to name an 
author, easily lost in such a concourse, where bis own report was no* eel- 
dome within few minutes returned to him for newes by another* And 
these newesroongers, as they called them did not only take the boldness* 
to weigh the publick, but most intrinsick actions of the state, which some 
courtier or other did betray to this society ; amongst whom divers being N 
very rich, had great summes owing them by such as stood next the tkrw#» 
who, by this meaner, were rendered in a manner their pensioners, so, as t 
have found since little rtason to question the truth of what I beard theft* 
but much to confinne roe in it: wherefore the bolder to insert a cepoifc 
then current, which was, the king thought Northumberland too intimatfe 
with his sonne Henry, who* in vindication of tbis.enrJes persecution* cast 
a malignant aspect upon the houses of Suflblke and Salisbury:, though, w* 
waies avertible hut by Jhis death. But since a likely, lye may with #10?$ 
manners and lease reproach be imposed upon belief!?, then an improbabto 
truth without witoew, I shall tor this time wade no, farther in the pre- 
s&t discourse/ &q. &c YpL I. pp. 209^213. 

Several perversions are discernible in tl>e following parage; 
but it is worth notice, 001 withstanding. 

' Novrto takeoff the subjects eyes from observing the nidulgency nse<l 
by James in bebaife of the papists, wfeora, though fee had no cause to 
love, he found reason enough to feare, a quarrejl was revived, (now si* 
most asieep, because h had k>og escaped persecution, the beHowes of 
stbinne,) with a people stiled fiurtiant* who meeting no neerer a definition 
then the name, aH die conscientious men in the nation shared the con- 
tempt j £ipce under that general! tertae were comprehended not only those 
h&isHsick iboles, es did appose the discipline and ceremonies of th£ 
church, and made religion an umbrella to impiety, but such as out of 
meere liosesty rcfraiaed the vices of the times were branded by this title; 
weaved af such a fashion, as it became a covering^ to the wicked, and no 
better tbena soele&*coat to men truly conscientious. Nekher was any 
charged with it, though in the best relation thought competent for prefer* 
meat injcbwcfa or oommoq-weale : which made the bait glory in their ira- 
stety, and .such as had not an extraordinary Measure of grace ashamed -Of 
any outward profession of sanctity. Court sermons were fraught with 
litter imrectises against these people, whom they seated in a dasse farrt 
fleeter the -confines ofibeil then papists? yet the wisest durst not define 
than. IBie Jang called them* p*e*estanu scared out of their wks, others 
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lovers of Grid, and haters of their neighbours ; foolish and insignificant* 
expressions : for, had they held them to the names of hypocrits, knowne 
and abominated by ill, they would have been buried in contempt, and not 
risen, as since they have done, to the perpetuall detriment of church and 
state. But the bredth and newnesse of the name, together with the co- 
lour it hath, did not only delight and c«ver all that cheated under a pre- 
tence of sanctity, but stifled the seeds of goodnesse; so as probity was 
obstructed by deceit in the gencrall commerce, and religiop, the guard of 
propriety, rendered uselesse, if not destructive to human society. 
- « Thus hath the divell quenched (for what was but a rivulet then is now 
swelled to a land-floud) that zeale with hypocrisy, and its concomitants 
shame and reproach, which in my fathers daies resisted the flames of the 
hottest persecution : For, to avoyd an imputation of puritanisme, (a greater 
rub in the way to preferment then vice,) our divines, for the generality, 
did sacrifice more time to Bacchus then Minerva ; and being excellent 
company, drew the most ingenious laity into a like excesse : And for 
their ordinary studies they were schoole points and passionate expressions ; 
as more conversant with the fryars then the fathers, scorning in their or- 
dinary discourse at Luther and Calvin, but especially at the last, so as 1 
heard a bishop thank God he never (though a good poet himselfe) had ne- 
ver read a line in him or Chaucer. The same used this simile in a sermon 
at court, that our religion, like the kings arrmes, stood between two beasts, 
the puritan and papist, which perhaps admitted of a better construction 
then he meant. The last being, like the lion, easily knowne ; but the first, 
sutable to a unicorne, never seen but in painting. Nor was this schisme 
any waies dangerous, till King James, (more it may be thought out of os- 
tentation, to shew such parts as are nothing necessary, then reason of state, 
only requisite in a prince*) made it considerable, by putting it in competi- 
tion with the doctrine generally profest, in a colloquie held before his 
royall person at Hampton Court t where he 6inned so highly against the 
experience to be deduced from the French and Scots, who, by offering the 
unquestioned, or at least legall profession to arbitration, have brought their 
religious habit into such a motly, as 'tis scarce di&cernable which side is 
the right, or with the most safety may be owned by the magistrate. Since 
till that dishonourable dispute, who should command, the diocesan or the 
priest, none did boggle at the surplice, crosse, ring; and sobyconse- 
quence the Common Prayer Book, but out of pure conscience, and there- 
tore unlikely to hurt any beside themselves ; till the number increasing to 
such a proportion, made a visible profit appeare to so many as, wanting 
better imployment, could but conforme their mode, words, and looks to 
these precisions ; though discrepant in heart from any thing the first ow- 
ners of the title of puritan did commonly practise in their conversation 
towards God and man : This generation being ordinarily found, especially 
after any long admittance, so well acquainted with the secrets of God, as 
to distinguish between the reprobate and elect. Which whimsy grew 
upon Che kings disputation, (whom you must presume they overcame in 
noyse, and all things else but logique and power,) so universall, as it be- 
came a good benefactour to all uncapable through ignorance of any other 
preferment, and a sanctuary to such wicked persons as had the art to dis- 
semble a repentance. Nor did the notorious debauchery of the episcopall 
clergy adds a little to the rent, much augmented by the Scotish propensity 
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to presbytery, though dbe chiefeat promoters of itin-jtheir doctrine ajad, ex- 
ample were the lecturers, vicars, and parsons of inconsiderable worth and 
livings, being the readier to oppose authority, as having little to loose ; 
becoming by this raeanes the darlings of the rabble. Nor did the suddaine 
translations of bishops from lease to greater seas give time to visit suffi- 
ciently their respective charges ; being more intent upon the receit of such 
taxes, aa a long abused custome had estated them in, then upon reforma- 
tion. 1 have been the more punctually because from die pulpit came all 
our future miseries, God not being served there as he ought. The court* ' 
sermons informing his majesty, he might as Christs vice-gerent command 
all 9 and that the people, if they denied him supplement, or inquired after 
the disposer of. it, were presumptuous peepers into the sacred arke of the 
state ; not to be done but under the severest curse,, though it appeared 
likely to fall through tfie falshood or folly of those at the helme : But, on 
the contrary, the other qualified preachers did fulminate against non-resi- 
dency, profanation of the Lords day, connivance at popery, persecution 
of Gods people, only inclusive in their congregations, and that those that 
supplied the wants of such like saints as themselves,' wlo maintained 
their families, and kept them in good plight out of the fasts they did 
weekly assigne, at first in private, and after before the face of the sunne, 
and all this without or against the leave of the magistrate. But if this 
should be prosecuted to its farthest extent, it would moderate, if not ex* 
punge, all the villiny legible in story/ Vol. I. pp. ] 87— -194. . 

We shall add one more extract, as a specimen of Mr. Os- 
borne's talent for the satirical. 

' Now by this time the nation grew feeble, and over-opprest with impo- 
sitions, monopolies, aydes, privy-scales, concealments, pretermitted cus- 
tomes, Sec. besides all forfeitures upon penall statutes, with a multitude of 
tricks, more to cheat the English subject, (the most, if not all, unheard 
of in Queene Elizabeth's dayes,) which were spent upon the Scots: By 
whom nodiing was unasked, and to whom nothing was depied ; who, for 
want of ho neater trafique, did extract gold out of the faults of the Eng- 
lish, whose ' pardons they be^M, and sold at intolerable rates, murder it- 
selfe not being exempted : Nay, I dare boldly say, one man might with 
. more safety have killed another, than a raskall-deare ; but if a stagge had 
been knowne to have miscarried, and the authour fled, a proclamation, 
with a description of the party, had been presently penned by the attour- 
ny-generall, and the penalty of his majesties high displeasure (by which 
was understood the Star-chamber) threatned against all that did abet, 
comfort, or relieve him. Thus satyricall, or, if you please, tragicall, was 
this sylvan prince against dear-killers, and indulgent to man-slayers. But 
least this expression should be thought too poeticall for an historian, I shall 
leave him dres'd to posterity in the colours I saw him in the next progresse 
after his inauguration, which was as greene as the grasse he trod on, with 
a fether in his cap, and a home instead of a sword by his side ; how sutable 
to his age, calling, or person, I leave to others to judge from his pictures, 
he owning a countenance not id the least regard sembiable to any my eyes 
ever met with, besides an host dwelling in Anthill, formerly a sheppherd, 
and so metaphorically of the same profession : He that evening parted 
with his queene, and to shew himselfcmore uxorious before the people at 
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Mfrnystc^n^tha* in prtvate-he was, he did-** 'Iter. c^cV side fete* Mb 
ie*ve,fcy kissing her sufficiently to the middle of the shoolderij for so W 
«he went Iwre all the day* I had the fortune to know fie** hairing a 
sfcrtrae far more amkbfe than the features it covered, : tbtwigh not the di&i- 
Tuition, id which report rendered her very detottafce.' Vol. I. pp. !9*~- 

Of Jaities hiaaself, the memorialist uniformly, speaks in 
tterms of the utmost contempt, and attributes, in a great mea- 
*«re> to his follies and weaknesses the disasters of bis un- 
fortunate son. 

The next article is the work of Sir Anthony Welldon, and 
contains ' the Cotfrt and Character of Xing James,* -< the 
Court of King Charles/ 'Observations Instead of a Character 
upon the King from his Childhood/ and c Certain Observa- 
tions btfore Queen Elizabeth's death.' These tracts are of 
considerable value, as secret and contemporary memoirs. In 
his strictures upon the characters and events which come un- 
der. his cognizance, Sir Anthony is, no doubt, frequently led 
aside by partialities a»d antipathies ; but he is a writer of con* 
sideraWe aeutenes?, and even from his erroneous statements 
we may obtain something in the way of illustration, if not of 
knowledge. The following character of the celebrated Went- 
wortb, Earl of Strafford, is written with ability, and, on the 
whole, with fairness. 

« This Strafford, without doubt, was the ablest minister that this king- 
dome had since Salisburies time ; and, to speak uprightly, , there was not 
any but himselfe worthy of that name amongst all the kings councell^ 
yet I am confident, by the weaknesse of that boor J, his abilities in state 
affaire* were judged more than they were ; and besides, that very word of 
statesman was now grown a stranger to our nation. Nor was he, as Sa- 
lisbury, of our ancient heroes, a genera II statesman, nor was it possible he ' 
should be, he not having that breeding himselfe ; nor kept he any upon 
hjtf charge in forraigne parts for intelligence ; nor had be such a tutpur as 
tile other had of his father, who was the most absolute statesman in the 
world, whose very papers { which were left to this Salisbury, and served 
at so many rich presidents and instructors to him) were able, if wanting 
in abilities of his own, to make him an able statesman. But I held Strat- 
ford's abilities to be more on this side then beyond the seas ; yet might he 
challenge the title of a good patriot: And so indeed he was, Before he 
turned courtier; after that he converted his studies and endeavours to 
make the king an absolute arbitrary monarch, by screwing up the regall 
prerogative to so high a strain as hath made it crack, and by raising his 
revenues so high that he made them fal ; in which also his owne interest 
was concerned, for he did neither serve God nor the icing for naught. 
Nor would StrafFords abilities have been so transparent had any such con- 
currents as Buckhurst, Walsirigbam, or Hatton been now living, or sucK 
an one as the Earl of Essex, who was Salisburies antagonist. But this 
man had onely the archbishop (whose proper element too was but the 
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dharcb) and they drew both in one Hoe. And heite 1 abiii give yon on* 
aote ot Strafford's fittings in hit masterpiece, that he was no each abtokm 
wite man (that could not find the just medium of the people'* tpmper) 
but by striving to make the king all, and on a sudden, he made the king 
lease and himselfe lesse then nothing. And had he beene wise, he could 
not but find the king! spirit was not to uodergoe, nor to goe through 
with great actions, but would faile under them and crush the owners t 
which he to his lamentable experience hath found and felt too true. Be- 
sides, I much doubt StrafFords owne spirit, that, seeing his wisdom waa 
too short to protect him, his spirit was so low to faile him, that heedid 
not, like Sampson, pull down the house upon others heads, but fall like a 
tame foole, himself alone, caught in a gin, and lay still without any flutter- 
»g; when, surely, some others of the cabinet councell were as deep as 
himselfe in any designed Vol. II. pp. 56—53. 

Aulicus Coquimri* is an answer to the preceding, and is 
said to have been compiled from Bishop Goodman's materials, 
by William Sanderson, author of the Histories of James I. 
and Charles I. It seems to us inferior to its rival, both irj 
acuteness and spirit ; but it certainly corrects several mis- 
statements ; gives a more favourable turn to many circum- 
stances which in Welldon's invective appear somewhat more 
than suspicious; and contains some curious details on points 
connected with the secret history of the times. 

Sir Edward Peyton's ' Rise, Reigrte, and Ruine of tlie 
kingly Family of the Stuarts, 9 is the work of a desperate and 
fanatical partizan : but we agree with the writer, that it con- 
tains many minute particulars worthy of preservation, * re- 
specting the politics and incidents in the court of the two first 
princes of the house of Stuart.* The volumes close with 
part of a pamphlet, said to be extremely rare, intitled ' the 
Court and K'rtchin of Elizabeth, commonly called Joan Crom- 
wel ;' the wit of which principally consists in sneers at the fru- 
gality of the Protector's wife. 

On the whole, this is by no means a bad collection of Me- 
moires a servir ; the articles are not only amusing reading, but 
bring forward a number of facts, which, if not altogether 
new, are, at least, exhibited in an unaccustomed point of 
view. 



Art. XIV. Biographe Moderne. Lives of remarkable Characters, wha 
have distinguished themselves from the Commencement of the Irenes* 
Revolution to the present time. From die. French. 8vo. 3 vols. pp. 
1 125. price 1/. 11/, &/. Longman and Co. ISM. 

JJOWEVER limited and precarious, in the opinion of 

many of our readers, may be the Liberty of the Press, in 

this country, we are yet, no doubt, at a considerable distance 

from the period when the circulation of any book, and every 
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book, that may presume to tell a little offensive tnith about 
recent and. contemporary public characters, tbafc have pos- 
sessed* or fo^ the time being possess, the powers of govern * 
ment, shall become a thing of such extreme difficulty and 
hazard; as it is now in France and most other parts of the con- 
tinent. Our situation in this respect is,, perhaps, not entirely 
what a high-spirited and free people might wish; but 
still we do, by means of the press, obtain in one way or 
another many pieces of such information concerning our 
occupiers of power, as the people of France have no chance of 

{gaining with respect to their high political class. So much at 
east of .the truth is suffered to ebe told, as. ought to keep 
actively alive that necessary suspicion, that incredulity of 
official virtue, which no nation can dismiss without surren- 
dering itself to imposition, extortion, and despotism. But 
in France, the great authorities now existing, and even those 
that have had their day, seem to be a subject as sacred and 
interdicted as the economy of the Grand Turk r s Seraglio. A 
book, that in ever so cool and chronicle-like a style under- 
takes to state plainly why a certain number of persons claim 
to be more noted lor some time to come than the ordinary 
currency of names, is seized upon at the printing-office, or 
intercepted on its way to the publisher's ; and if by some 
accident or legerdemain two or three copies escape, and 
make their way to the extremities of the empire, and this 
country, it is through such a series of lucky incidents and 
hair-breadth turns, as to furnish a little romantic history, — as 
curious as that of Sir Sidney Smith's escape from durance in , 
France, or that of an enslaved captive, who baffles the pre- 
cautions, the fetters, and the sentinels of the Dey of Algiers. 
The original of the present work, it seems, has need of #11 a 
thiePs dexterity. The account prefixed to this translation is' 
extracted from an article * understood' to have been contributed 
to one of our most popular critical journals by Mr. Walsh, the 
author of the American's " Letter on the Genius and Disposition 
of the French Government." 

' This work, under the tide of Modern Biography, purports to be a history 
of all those who, by their rank, their talents, their virtues, or their crimes, 
have contributed to illustrate or to disgrace the end of the last and the com- 
mencement of the present century. — 'Die following are the circumstances^ 
which, as we are informed, attended the publication of the work 
in Paris. In the year 1800, a dictionary similar in form to the 
present, but characterized by far greater asperity- and boldness, was pub- 
lished in the French capital, and immediately suppressed by the police. 
The authors seem to have had it in view to expose the inconsistency of 
those who had enlisted themselves in the consular government, after 
having signalized themselves by their zeal for a deraocratical equality. 
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Tie book, though* written in a republican spirit, was particularly levelled 
at the member! of the Convention, and contained much pointed declama- 
tion against the ageats and emissaries of the parties whidh alternately 
usurped so sanguinary a dominion over their wretched country. In 1806 
the undertaking Was revived in a shape which it was supposed would 
prove less obnoxious to the public authorities. The vitr^tic ac\d> to use 
an expression of tie author* was wholly extracted; and particular care 
was taken to exclude from the biography of die imperial family, and of the 
chief favourites of the monarch, whatever might be odensive. The better 
to secure themselves from suspicion, they professed not to pals judgment, 
bat merely to furnish materials for decision, and to embrace* at the same 
time, the names of all their foreign contemporaries of political note* 
These sacrificea however were not sufficient to propitiate tfye favour, or 
M the vigilance, of the police. The authors were punished, and the 
circalation of the book immediately prohibited. The copy now before us 
was secretecl arid given to the individual from whom it has passed into our 
fewaV pp. iv. v. 

Additional importance and power of stimulus, are endea-* 
vowed to be giv$n by the hint of unexplained difficulties 
about the copy caught on this side of the water, as we suppose. 

1 A copy was, after considerable difficulty, obtained, but the loan of it, 
though granted in the kindest manner, was, for important r&asoris, limited 
to a period barely sufficient to allow of its' being translated, and the work 
was pursued witn that ardour which the Anert*icy of Ae tiue 9 arid, at>bve 
ill the awakened curiosity of liheinfcbiiey demanded. 1 jft^ 

The reader may he inclined to fancy tbat this very grave 
and larger-meaning sort of language, about tjie very short time 
H was permitted to retain, a printed French book—- which most 
certainly contained no specific for paying off the national 
debt, or turning bank paper into gold, or even for conceal-? 
i*g or protecting the pec^iati|onof public functianaries— seems 
nt&er to overdo the iui^ or tanceqf the concern. . 

Tie present work is # t^sjatiw q( part only of the origi- 
nals the foreign portion q$ the, biography, which is pro- 
oooaeed to be.' miserably scanty and erropjeops,* being 
omitted* \ 

* ttosfe memoirs alone have beeft chosen which relate loth* gteates# 
events in question, and which claim attention and credit for the authentic* 
»wce8 in wfcfcfc they originate. These sour<je» are t j>rincipai)y, the joui- 
nai» of the le£bttfrt oodieav thd ilea of the Montour, and the several 
■anoir* pabheJse#ai different times, by persons jb every way competent to* 
Ae task of recortftjghthe events; of the Revolution. A narrative of fact* 
* tbat fafniabed, t*>e authenticity of which, cannot be c-pubted.* 

* The Bfographte Moderrie e&chibitr two gfeat .features of impartiality 
*d correctness*; k abounds with Jaeti* and is .sparingly fornisbed with, 
oonmeata, The j^jfteof unoriginal i* sot eidgant; bu| it is clear and 
excise, emircfodfrestt^of studied' woament, and free from those tricka 

Vol. VIII. 3K 
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of eloquence which always mar the effect of a plain tale. The narratives 
are copiously interspersed with anecdotes at once extraordinary and cha- 
racteristic ; and the portraits occasionally introduced of the principal 
actors in the Revolution, are sketched with a rapid but skilful hand. If 
there be any instances of deviation from the strict line of impartiality 
which the authors seem to have had in view,, they are to be found in those 
articles which relate to the present reignmg family iri France, and to their 
' particular favourites.* p.vi. v 

f If the literary character of the original has been faithfully 
•conveyed into the translation, most of these. observations are 
•correct. There is very little comment; the memoirs are bare 
details of fact; There is little attempt at elegance of dictooto; 
there is a welcome absence, for the most prirt, of that vile fic- 
titious rhetoric which rs so intolerably disgusting in much of 
the French writing; and there is truly very little favouTJtistn : 
for, excepting the ' Annals of Newgate,* and two or thrfee si- 
-milar repositories of human renown, there never was a, hio- 
rgraphical work so miscellaneous, and comprizing such a,mul*- 
titude of persons, in which the writers have seemed so uni- 
formly will jng. for their subjects to be detested or despisejd. 

With regard to the authority of the historical details,' as a 
large proportion of the facts are of such a. public, nature^ as 
.must have been, put on record i-n the contemporary journals^ 
there is no reason to doubt, f that whoever possesses the Monu 
teur of those times would be able to verify as much, perhaps, 
as one half of the particulars stated in this work. By facts of 
a public nature, we mean propositions, debates, and decrees^ 
iu the, several, national assemblies of the revolution, and in the 
formidable voluntary societies that so often overawed those as- 
semblies — the acts of official men and administrative bodies— 
and the i otorious proceedings of the armies. From the ruite 
of brevity adopted as essential in the plan, and so rigidly ad- 
hered to in the execution, of the work, a very large propor- 
tion of these facts are in the narration so divested of all ill us- 
trativ matter, and given so much . in the form of mere aromls, 
as to make a very uninteresting kind of reading, while they 
are acknowledged to be of value in the way of historical docu- 
ment. , , k \. 

With respect to the portion of these record that more dj^ 
rectly displays personal history and character, it is . exr 
trefnely obvious that the collective memoirs of main y hundreds 
6f individuals, who were brought into actio* from all parts of 
France — many of whom were very 1 obscllre, excejit durii^g » 
few revolutionary months— rsame of whom wete alternately, »or 
indeed at the very same moment, extolled in ivrms almost of 
adoration,' and assailed with hoot ings and imprecaitionff— ««ome^ 
df wftom were possibly the strbjects of -b^^bwe<uncx>nvfct©d- 
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calumnies — some of whoen were implicated in schemes ^id 
intrigues never yet satisfactorily developed— *and alipf whom 
acted under irregular, *violeritj and almost preternatural in- 
fluences ;— it is obvious, that such a multifarious assembjage of 
such personal histories, written by we know not vfrhdnfr, written, 
we may fairly deem, : without personal' acquaintance with more 
than one in terj or 1 the individuals, aud published after a great 
proportion of' them we'fe ncj longer living to contradict erro- 
neous statements, had the work oeen suffered to circulate,— 
cannot be accepted as a record on which we cap confidently 
rely, or ori the authority of whicfy a future historian can make 
anyone assertion not otherwise to be verified. In attempting 
to make Use of the prodigious contradictory; mass, of me- 
moirs, laudatory, apologetical, opprobrious and vindictive* 
that came out in Pari* during both the tumul tutu's and th« 
declining season of the revolution ; we may Tery well know^ 
from the samjples that carneto this country > that the wtitersof 
this work must have found infinite embarrassment/ iffchey Wer6 
really anxious to give a just vie w { cvf facts and chajdctjiJrsi: And 
at the same time we arc left ignorant what useth^y likve) made 
of those meoioirs, and which of them they have mcfst relied 
upon; for there is rarely a tbirrlat reference to any'bf them. 
One of the first we noticed was to those of Madaaiq Itoland, ir| 
the article Grangbneuve, expressed, in. the way pf accepting 
her account. Her work happening to be at hand, we turned 
to the part where the circumstance adverted - : to by the 'Bio- 
graphic' is-related ;>and it may be just worth-while to shew 
how accurately the present work conforms its representation 
to that which it refers to* as if it were concordant or iden- 
tical. " ; : 1 

€ Grangeneuve was ope of those. whQ t in concert with the ci-devant 
capuchin, Chabot, agreed, in July, to cause themselves to be mangled by 
men whom they had in pay, in order to exasperate the people agatpst the 
Court:, but at the time. of execution he was afraid of being mangled too 
well, and gave it up.'-'-jBiog. Mod. v. £. p. 1 12. 

•Inthie course of July, 179%> die conduct and disposition ;<jf the coent 
indicatipg hostile designs, -every one talked of the. means of preventing 

w frvi n thfe subject Chabotj jsaid, .with thai; 

ardoui ted imagination, and. not from strength 

of mis Court might attempt the lives pf some 

of the 1 infajlihl y oause an.insurreptipn of t^e 

penile a salutary crisis. Jfte^ew ]warra on 

this fa opious comment. Grangeneuve, who 

had Hi in the litde society when the discourse 

took p ty of speaking with Chdbot hi private. 

w I hi Vour reasons; they are' excellent; but 

the O ford us ouch an expedient* We must 

3N.2 
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foake it for outsells, find you but men to strike the blow, and I wiU 
devote myself as the victim." — " What ! you will ¥' " Certainly ; what 
is there so wonderful as that? My life is or no great utility ; my person of 
Bo great account. I shall be most happy to make it a sacrifice for nfy 
country. 'W Ah, my friend, you shall not be alone," exclaimed Chabot, 
with a look of enthusiasm : " I am determined to share the glory with 






^± * ir'~ ^^ "^^" two may be better. But there 
^mm ^ ^^1 ^e must ever know it, Let us 




^abot undertook to provide them ; 

e that he had found fit instru- 

." Well ! let us fix the time. 

/ evening: I Wjll leave at half 

_^_ .. „ _ _. equented street, in which you 

will take cafe ib have your people posted. But, let them mind what they 
are about. It is their business to shoot us properly, and not make us crip* 
pies for life*' WThe hour was fixedj and every thing agreed upon. Gran- 
geneuve went to make his will, and arrange some domestic concerns, with* 
tat anv bustle, and was punctual to the appointment. Chabot did not 
mak? his appearance : the hour elapsed, ana he did not come; whence 
Grangeueuve concluded he had given up his design of participation ; but 
supposing that tHe project held good as to himself, he set off, took the road 
agreed on, walked with measured steps, met nobody oil his Way, walked 
back again, for fear of any mistake, and was obliged to return home safe 
and sound, much displeased at having made all his preparation in vaifl. 
Chabot saved himself from reproach by some paltry excuse.'— Madamt 
Roland's Appeal to impartial Posterity. Part first. 
i . • .-,'•, • • 

Besides this ditecfc opposition m the statement of a particular 
ftad very remarkable fact— the predominant moral quality of the 
nan in question appears strahgely different, as described by 
the present work, and by Madame Roland ; and though we are 
by no means bound, and indeed recollect very good reasons 
why we ought not, to attribute quite so much judgement as 
tmiiiaraetofche detineataons of that €xtr«oYdirm«y woman, we 
tfefnk that at the least we are tipt rtecjuited to rfejefct thettt & 




paper with ttm 8ti6 ihstanee thaft any impor&rice 
in the natter itself claimed; but ft'sfttonhdd worth while to 
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Nevertheless, there is evidence on the face of the work, if it 
were only in the constant attention paid to dates, which are 
produced in great and laudable multiplicity, that these me-* 
jnoirs have in general t>een prepared with great labour and 
research; and it should seem perhaps due in fairness to the 
writers to conclude, that, wfiile thev were exerting so much 
diligence to be accurate in relating wets which had been of a 
nature to be put on record as public transactions, they could 
not be altogether indifferent about the truth of more private 
circumstances, and unchronicled anecdotes, illustrative of in- 
dividual characters. Still these unknown biographers were 
pot systematically attentive to accuracy, if it be true, as asserted 
in the introduction to this English edition, that the omitted 
memoirs of foreigners are ( misera 
It may be presumed that the persoi 
it be Mr. Walsh or the translator, c 
his having had large means of k 
history and character of the person! 
and bad he possessed equal means 
the many Frenchmen whose actio] 
exhibited, it is possible enough tha 
representation might have been als 

the work, on the accuracy of which a foreigner can, of course, 
be but little qualified to decide. 

A few observations of this kind seemed proper, by way of 
.caution against the. simplicity of taking this collection of me- 
moirs as any thing like established historical authority. All it 
can claim to be accepted for, is a respectable book of dates 6f 
revolutionary public acts, and legislative proceedings, — a brief 
enumeration of the recorded unquestioned facts in the lives of 
the noted men who figured iu the revolution, or have figured 
pince,— and a small proportion, selected, we cannot know ac- 
cording to what rule, of the vast quantity of mixed truth and 
detraction circulated concerning these men, in -Parie, during 
and since the revolution. When it is added, that the per- 
fpripauc.e maintains, for a French book, a most uncommonly 
plain wl^C; historical style, it should be recollected that this |s 
»ot of the same *alue in th$ present instance, as if it had 
resulted fropi the temperament of the writers; that it is the 
Jnoderation of policy and fear ; that it is. an artificial coolness 
which must sometimes repress truth, as well a? at others he- 
ware pf< 

After i unt, it is still but justice 

tosajr, *1 it, very much the appear- 

*oce of {-informed endeavour to 

#spj|ay, i . ... ^ he strangest assemblage of 

flwrt^s ^t,e^ w$s£r could have been found contemporary 
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since the beginning of the world. And we may perhaps justly 
attribute to a severity of feeling, resulting j from the long and 
indignant contemplation of a world 1 of crimes, that willingness 
to let all characters come forth in their darkest colours, which 
appears in almost every part of tlfe work, — except where it in- 
troduces the past and present possessors of French royalty, 
who are treated with marked favour, Lewis from kindness, and 
Napoleon from fear. 

The book is to be considered not as a series of biographical 
memoirs, but simply as a dictionary ; many of the names not 
occupyingmore than a page— not more than twelve or eighteen 
being afforded to even such persons as Mitabeau and Robes- 
pierre — and the great Emperor himself not being complimented 
with more than about twenty. It' will therefore prove a much 
less attractive book for continuous reading, than a valuable one 
for occasional reference. A few of the longer articles doubt- 
less approach to somewhat like regular memoirs, and several 
of them are extremely interesting. And the whole book taken 
together, comprizes, by its very nature, more to excite and to 
confound reflection than any other modern record of human 
beings. It is more comprehensive, we apprehend, in point 
of numbers, than any other collection of revolutionary bio- 
graphy. 

We had intended to transcribe two or three of the most 
remarkable characters; but it will perhaps suffice to extract 
.part clone only— that of Fouquier Tinville, the public accuser, 
in the time of Robespierre. 

• The tribunal of Paris condemned him to death on the 6th of May, 
1795* for having caused the destruction of an innumerable multitude of 
French persons ©f every age and sex, under preteoce of conspiracies ; for 
•having caused between sixty and eighty individuals to be tried in four 
hours; for having caused carts, which were ready before hand, to be loaded 
with victims whose very names were not mentioned, and against whom no 
depositions; were made; and fpr having made up a jury of his own adhe- 
rents. M, de Gamacbe was brought into court, but the officer declared 
he was not the person accused. " Never mind," said Fouquier, <c bring 
him nevertheless." A moment after the real Gamache appeared* and 
both were at once condemned and guillotined. Art agent of government 
one day expressing some apprehensions to Fouquier, he replied, « Fatriot 
or not, if Robespierre chose it you would come yourself, and I should 
' make you go up my little steps; when Robespierre has pointed out any 
one to me, there is no help for it." Sixty or eighty unhappy wretches, 
who had never seen nor known each other, were often confounded in the 
- same accusation, and when Fouquier wished to dispatch them in the mass, 
• he merely said to the jurymen, "I think, citizens, that you are convinced 
fit the guilt of the accused." "When tins remark was made, the jurymen 
declared their consciences sufficiently enlightened, and condemned ail the 
accused in the gross, without hearing one of them. He was accustomed 
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to frequent a coffee-house in the palace of Justice, where the judges and 
and jurymen of his tribunal met* There they reckoned the number of 
heads which had fallen in the course of the decade. «« What do you 
think F have gained to day for the republic ? w Some of the guests to pay 
court to him, would answer, " So many millions ; M and he immediately 
added, u In the next decade I shall undres* three or four hundred," 
meaning guillotine. A considerable number of victims were one day met 
in their way to [from] the tribunal by Fouquier, who had not been present 
at their trial ; he asked the jurymen on wnat erirae they had been pro* 
nouncing sentence. " They did not know/ 9 they said, " but he might 
run after the condemned persons, and enquire ;" upon which they all began 
to laugh, saying, " It is so much got at least." Even the fate of Robes- 
pierre could not slacken his sanguinary zeal. On the 27th of July, 1794, 
he condemned forty-two persons, whom he caused to be executed ; and 
some one having represented to him that the seizure of Robespierre ought 
to cause some change, he answered, " Never mind ; justice must take its 
course." * 

' When led to execution, he answered the populace, who greeted him 
with hisses, by the most sinister predictions, and was executed last. Thus 
speaks Mercier of him : *' Fouquier Tinville, formerly an attorney at the 
Chatelet, excessively artful, quick in attributing guilt, and skilled in con- 
troverting facts, shewed immoveable presence of mind on his trial. While 
standing before the tribunal, from which he had condemned so many 
victims, he kept constantly writing; but, like Argus, all eyes and ears, he 
lost not, while he wrote, one single word uttered by the president, by an 
accused person, by a judge, by a witness, or by a public accuser. He 
affected to sleep during the public accuser's recapitulation, as if to feign 
tianquillity, while he had hell in his heart. No eye but must involuntarily 
fall before his stedfast gaze - r when he prepared to speak he frowned, and 
his brow was furrowed; his voiee was loud, rough, and menacing: he car- 
ried audacity to the utmost in rns denial, and shewed equal address in 
aluring facts and rendering them independent of each other, and especially 
in judiciously placing his alibis. With a firm voice he denied his signa- 
ture, and trembled not before the accusing witness. When led to execu- 
tion, hi- forehead', hard as marble, defied all the eyes of the multitude; be 
was even seen to smile and utter threatening words. At the foot of the- 
se ffold he seemed for the first time to feel remorse, and trembled as he 
ascended it. " ' V. II. p. 79. 

It is unnecessary to s^y that a considerable number of cha- 
racters, not less atrocious than this, are presented to view in 
this comprehensive receptacle, — horrid and portentous forms, 
as if the nmst grim and hideous images of Moloch, and the 
Scandinavian and Mexican gods that ever were smeared with 
h'linan blood, could be recovered and placed in order within 
one gloomy edifice. And though they are contrasted by some 
ch .racters of great excellence of a certain kind, it is most me- 
lancholy to think, how very few of the persons who have ob 
tamed a record in this work, had probably the smallest acquaiu- 
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le which as the basis of virtue, and 
cene* of arduous trial, 
; throughout these memoirs, and 
>nd page unavoidably reverts, is 
lict between the factiop denomi- 
cabins, or the Terrorists, and the 
ere never was an hostility more 
on 9 on the one side, and by ne* 
he other. The progress and ter* 
test form one of the most affile* 
Whatever degree of visionary 
theory, or of personal ambition, might be imputable to the 
Girondins, among the chiefs of whom we hardly need to 
name Brissot, Koland, Gu^det, Gensonn6, Lou vet, Lanjui- 
nais, Kersaint, &c. &c. it is most evident that they were the 
only hope of France, after the monarchy was fallen. Theirs 
was the fine and cultivated talent, the sincere love of free- 
dom, and the solicitude to preserve substantial justice, hu- 
manity, and order, amidst the tumultuous breaking loose of 
a great and depraved people from an inveterate slavery, to 
pass, as these eloquent philosophers promised themselves— 
alas ! for the melancholy delusion — into the state of a well* 
ordered and happy republic. However hopeless this might 
have been foreseen to be, by less enthusiastic and more reli- 
gious speculators on the qualities of nations and of mankind, 
it is not the less grievous to see these mein baffled in all 
their patriotic schemes and efforts ; insulted, clamoured against, 
and menaced, by a ferocious rabble that usurped and disho- 
noured the, fiapie of the people; losing ground, notwithstand- 
ing their faithful co-operation and their prodigious combina- 
tion of eloquence, at each successive contest in the hall of 
what purported to be the national legislature; and finally 
sinking under the fury and the axe of the most dreadful league 
of demoniacs .that the sun ever shone upon in one place. The 
mind is appalled in attempting to think what they even ought 
to have done in a situation quite unparalleled, a situation in 
which, unless they could have thought it right to adopt prompt 
and summary measures for the personal destruction of the 
dreadful murderers with whom they were committed in a con- 
flict absolutely inevitable, their own fate w<is biit rendered 
th6 more certain by every effort they made to save the na- 
tion. 

It is some little relief to a tragedy so much more crowded 
with the novelties and the monsters of evil than poetry has 
ever presuiped to feign, to see the spirit of amity and com- 
pact which prevailed among these patriots in their perilous 
and unsuccessful warfare, as contrasted with the mutual jea- 
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Jousies and deadly rancours by which th^ir antagonists were 
tormented amidst their triumphs, and stimulated to de*» 
stray one another, in successive detachments of such vie* 
rims as no man but a Christian could commiserate. 

If the deplorable state of the very nature of man, as il- 
lustrated to awfully by events and characters brought forth 
in this grand commotion, be a matter really too obvious to 
need a single remark, it is perhaps little less superfluous to 
make the more specific remark, that bad government, com- 
bined indeed with the ignorance and intolerance attendant 
en superstition, was the great immediate cause that prepared 
and produced this eruption of evil. The people of civilised , 
nations are almost as unapt to insurrection and rebellion, m f 
ponderous bodies to fly off from the centre of attraction. 
They do not detest their courts and their nobility, and despise 
their clergy, till the oppressions exercised by these govern- 
ing and enriched classes is become intolerable. Wren will 
the other old governments of the world condescend to learu 
from what has been seen in France, how to prevent revo- 
lutions ? 

- ...... . . — — , f- 

Art. XVi A Dissertation on the Boohs of Origen against Celsus, with a 
View to illustrate the Argument, and point out the Evidence they af- 
ford to the Truth of Christianity. ' Published iri pursuance of the Will 
of the Rev. J. Hulse, as having gained the annual t*rize, instituted by 
hen in the University of Cambridge. By Francis Cunningham, of . 
Queen's College. 3vo. pp. vi. 66. Price 2s. 6d. Cambridge, Deighton. 
Rmngtons, and Hatcfcard. 1812. 

<JUCH of our readers as are not mudi acquainted with the 
proceedings at Cambridge, may need to be informed, that 
besides the various prizes for exalted attainments in classics, 
mathematics, &c. proposed to under graduates in the different 
colleges of that celebrated university, there are others offered 
to excite competition among the students of the university 
generally. Among the subjects to which their attention is 
thus powerfully called, it is highly gratifying to find that 
of religion by no means neglected : for besides the Norri- 
sian pnzd offered c to the author of the best prose essay on a 
sacred subject,' founded, we believe, at the same time with the 
Norrisian Professorship of Diviptty, viz. in 1768 ; and the Sea- 
tonian prize poem*, restricted also to sacred subjects, and 
established in 1750; there is the Hulsean prize, appointed 
" for the advancement of reHgious learning :" The essay must 

; T ; ' 

* Among the series of Seatoniaa Pri^e Poems, all our readers of taste 
and piety will remember tljoje J>y Sm^rt, Glynn, Pprteus, Wrangham, 
wd Grant. : 
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he " composed in the English language, on the evidences in 
genera], or on the prophecies, or miracles in particular, or 
or any other particular argument, whether the same be direct 
or collateral proofs of the Christian religion, in order to evince 
its truth and excellence." The prize must be allotted to some 
member of the university, under the degree of M. A. : .it there* 
fore furnishes a fine trial of skill for the under graduates and 
bachelors ; and besides this, may be extremely useful to. the 
public at large, (since the successful candidate is required to 
publish his dissertation) if the subjects are judiciously chosen. 

On the occasion which has given so favourable an opportu- 
nity for the developement of Mr. Cunningham's powers, the 
topic has been most happily selected. Origen was one of the 
most deservedly celebrated of the Christian Fathers. He was 
. learned, ingenious, and indefatigably industrious, his whole 
life being spent in examining, teaching, and explaining the 
Scriptures ; in order to accomplish which the more effectual- 
ly, lie attended sedulously to the philosophy and polite lite* 
rature of bis time. His Hexapks alone, even from what we know 
by the fragments collected by Father Montfaucon, would be 
enough to establish his fame. The work was thus named from 
its containing six columns ; in the first of which was the He- 
brew text of the Bible ; iu the second, the same text in Greek 
characters; in the third, the Greek version of the SefKua- 
gint; in the fourth, that of Aquila; in the fifth, that of.Sym- 
machus ; aud in the sixth,. Theodosian's Greek version. < This 
admirable work gave the first hint towards our Polyglot 
bibles, jind ought, doubtless, to have been specified with iii^h 
commendation by Dr. Mapsh, in* his elaborate enumeration 
of translations and versions, made for the laudable purpose 
of depreciating the Bible Society. Had the learned profes- 
sor thought of the Hexaples, he might iudeed have attacked 
that Society with an air of triumph ; and a reference to this 
ancient work, would have been just as much to his purpose 
as more than half the instances he has adduced. 

But we beg our readers pardon for making our bow to the 
Professor, en passant, and proceed to Origen*s most noted pei> 
formance, his treatise against Celsus. Theologians iu gene- 
ral acknowledge it to be the most able and complete defence 
of the Christian religion, which has descended to us from the 
ancients. Yet it has not, that we are aware of, been trans- 
lated into any modern language, except into the French ' by 
Elias Bouhereau, a Protestant divine. Besides this,, it is 
written in a very desultory manner: for Celsus wrote without 
method or connection, and Origen replied to his arguments 
and mis-statements in the order of their occurrence; and was 
not, indeed, independent of that circumstance, a 'very, tne~ 
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thodicai -writer ; having so much ' on his bands, that he often 
dictated to seven or eight persons at a time, when, of course; 
the simultaneous operations of the mind could not be carried 
on with the closest connection possible. On these accounts, 
it has long been wished that some gentleman with the requi- 
site acquirements, and correct theological notions, would un- 
dertake the task of abridging and methodizing this work of 
Origen, so as to present us, in small compass, with the prin- 
cipal observations of the artful adversary to the gospel, and 
their refutation by its celebrated apologist. 

What has been left so long undone, is now well done. 
Mr. Cunningham has singled out the main topics discussed 
by each of these writers, dividing his essay into six chapters, 
appropriated to the history and writings of the Jews, the Scrip- 
tures, the history of Christ, miracles, the character of the 
early Christians, the doctrines of the early Christians, and 
a summary of evidences flowing from the whole. As the sub- 
ject is extremely interesting, we shall hold ourselves Justifi- 
able, in quoting from the tract before us rather more largely 
than we are in the habit of doing from publications of the 
same magnitude. " .) 

* In the chapter on the history and writings of the Jews, the 
inferences collected from the concessions of Celsus, and the 
arguments of Origen, are as follow : 

* First, the Jewish Scriptures are of older date, than the birth of . 
Christ. For if these writings had been compiled since that time, some 
rumour* of such an event must have reached Celsus ; and this fact which 
would have ruined all the pretensions of Jewish antiquity, would have, 
been urged by the heathens as a primary objection to their claims. The 
Jews themselves moreover could not have been deceived, if this had 
been a cunningly devised fable ; for they were a widely extended people, 
and in so short a space of time, it would have been impossible to make 
them the dupes of such an imposture. Secondly, it may be inferred from 
the admission of Celsus, that the prophecies were found in the Jewish 
Scriptures in his time ; and since then no alteration has been made in them 
by the Jews. But if so, this is the strongest presumption, that the 
Jews had never altered them before. For, if, when by the fulfilment of 
the prophecies, in the person of Christ, they were most tempted to erase 
predictions, so hostile to their own creed, they made no change, much 
lees would they do it when the temptation was diminished. Thirdly, if 
little is to be collected from the writings of Celsus, in favour of those 
prophecies, which he has attacked, something may be inferred in favour; 
of those which he has failed to attack. Their existence is admitted* 
and his spirit of hostility is such, that we must attribute his silence, not 
to his forbearance, but to his disingehuousness. Fourthly, the admis- 
sion that some important' character was .expected, not only by the Jews, 
but by the heathens, at theera of Christ's advent, is very important to 
religion. Where could the expectation originate, except in the Jewish' 
Scriptures ? The sages, poeta, and historians pf antiquity, appear to have 
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drunk at this sacred source. The Arabians came from a far country to 
greet it ; Herod destroyed the Jewish genealogies thai the family of 
jDavid might not be known, undertook the building of the temple, a work 
it was thought the Messias was to perform, and murdered his awn son in 
fear that the promised King should dethrone him. Virgil, building 
upon the popular persuasion, applied it on two occasions to Augustus, 
This expectation is also mentioned by Cicero, Sallust, Suetonius, and 
Tacitus. If the origin of this expectation was with the Jews, where else 
can we look for the accomplishment. Who has fulfilled their wide- 
spread expectations ? Where is this hope of all nations to be sought, if 
not in the person of Christ ¥ pp. ft— 11. 

From the second chapter, the reader wi}l learn that the 
quotatipns of Cejsus from the New Testament bopks are $o 
numerous and expensive, 'that fropi them a great part of 
the history of Christ, a statement of his doctrines, his cha- 
racter, and that of his disciples, may be gathered.' And as 
to Origen, he quotes — 

* from twenty-nine books of the Old Testament, from all but three in 
the New, and from fire books of the Apocrypha. His quotations agree 
▼cry accurately with our text, and many passages, which since have been 
disputed, are held by him as authentic. He allows no objection to lie 
against the plenary inspiration of Scripture ; be indeed admits some dif- 
ferences to have existed, as to the interpretation of passages, but adverts 
to none respecting their authority/ p. 16. 

, Our author might have enlarged a- little upon .this part, 
either here, or in bis chapter on the doctrines and opinions 
held by the early Christians ; for Origen is extresnely ex.- 
plicit and decisive .upon the inspiration of the Scriptures. He 
affirms, that ' the Scriptures proceeded from the Holy Spirit, 
that there is not one tittle in them but what expresses a dtoine 
wisdom i that there is nothing in the law, or the prophets) 
or the gospels, or the epistles, which did not proceed from 
the fulness of the Spirit; that we ought with all the faithful 
to say that the Scriptures are divinely inspired ; that the 
gospels were admitted as divine in all the churches of God ; 
that the Scriptures are no other than tfce organs of God ; 
that if a man would not confess himself to be am infidel, he 
must admit the inspiration of the Scriptures. 1 

The chapter on miracles we think nanher too short, consi. 
dering the extreme importance of that topic of discussion, k 
contains, however, some valuable observations j of which we 
have only room for the following. 

* Itmay.be asked, whether modem infidels who have ventured to con- 
tradict the uuracles of Christ, a weapon Cetata was afraid to take up, have 
estimated the rashness of their enterprize. Are they competent to deny 
what a spectator no less malevolent than themselves was compelled to 
admit. , Hat the lapte af eighteen IuumIi^ j«s«eat^^ them to j 
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t hct of daily occurrence \rfth mbrt accuracy Attn si bystander ? Are 
objects beet seen at the greatest distance !'' pi £?< 

Again, 

* The evidence then furnished by this work, on the subject of miracles, 
if considerable. Celsus admits their existence ; Orrgen appeals to them, 
as what he, and many others had Seen. There is indeed incontrovertible 
evidence for their existence) till the conversion of the Roman empire in- 
vested Christianity with temporal power, and raised' her to universal do* 
nrinkra. With the necessity, the possession of the miraculous* powers 
ceased. From this period the gospel was left to the ordinary grace tf 
Cod, to its own resources/ and to the human powers of its foBovrflrt, 
When a body of illiterate fishermeh were commissioned to publish it to 
aU Batk»s, then God supplied the powers by which ait men € * heard 
tbem speak in their own language." How that learning and wealth are 
the handmaids of religion, they are left in a great measure to do the 
work of miracles* All Mr faculties should b* therefore bent to this 
sacred cause, and all our spoilt be offered at the foot of the crow, Ne* 
a the evidence furnished even now to Christianity through the channetti 
of miracle* by any means smalt. Although miracles of owe class have 
eetsed, men may see iff the* true Christian, the greatest of aU mirael<*; 
antra by Aature, cold, corrupt, indolent, selfish, transformed under &e 
creative hand of the gospel, into the bold, generous, active, disinterested* 
eoterprizing, apostle of truth/ pp. 90— S2. 

The chapter on the doctrines of the early Christians, fur- 
nishes sufficient evidence of the most prevailing sentiments 
in the Church during the first two centuries. Thus, with, 
respect to -tbe divinity of Christ — . 

' Tne' assertions of Origen are unequivocal, and decisive. Three 
distinct propositions form a prominent part in his writings. First, 
that Christ was (iysnrog) uncreated. Secondly; that the Maker of the 
norld is to be worshiped. Thirdly, that Christ is the Maker of the 
Vot\± Atftd the first poinvitis suffidenttfr refer to a passage where 
Jesus Christ is expressly called the u uncreated Sfln of God." He pre- 
*tves a precise distinction between creatures, ($Vf/i*oi;pyHf*»T*) and their 
Chatter i and fie brings them together into comparison as to the respect 
tfeft is due to them. In the next place he says that we ought to worship 
no creatures (infjuovyynfMKra), but the Creator ; that we can only lift up 
oar eyes to the Creator of all the m a gnific e n ce of Nature, to see whom 
.tewjrht to admire, 6erve 9r aad adore. Then he proclaims Jesus Christ 
at the Creator ot the universe j that God working with him said at the 
creation, <• let there be light, let us make man. But Origen is vet 
more distinct in tie statement of his opinion*, lie says that die Father 
it indeed eminently God ; but that the worship of the Son is hot an in- 
ferior but a drrire worship $ he applies the same expression to the* bdota- 
tifia of Jesus Christ by the Magi, that he does to the worship of God ; 
1* sneaks of the Father apd the Son being jointly, worshipped as doe 
God; he adraiu the worship of the Son in his distinct individual cha- 
racter; he attributes to hina immutability, omnipresence, and other quajii- 
net which are characteristic only of the Most High/ pp.'40, 41« 



Digitized by 



Google 



728 Gait's Foyages and Travels. 

It appears further* that the personality of the Holy Ghost 
is distinctly admitted by Qrigen ; that he makes frequent re^ 
ferences to the doctrine of the atonement ; and that both 
Cplsus and himself make distinct recognition of the' doctrine 
of justification by faith as the prevailing opinion among the 
early Christians. Celsus, ?t is true, represents the doctrine 
much as an uncandid, opponent would now represent it; but 
.be this as it may, his reference to it proves its prevalence in 
thq*& early ages 4 and of course serves to mark { itbe fotty of 
.those who sneer at the. deferiders of this doctrine, iff present* 
4imes as "new: Puritans, 1 ' who turn the world upside down, 
Jby:the introduction o£ novel and erroneous sentiments. - > ' ' 

On the doctrine of future punishments, the language of 
©rigen is confessedly obscure. ;. 

u ■•.!... , , i /• . : 

i « It is remarkable that we learn from Celaui, what Origcti as to this 
pOfat might not have taught us ; that the eternity of punishments was 
4ihe common faith of the Christian chucch.. His wordft.are, u The* 
(die Christians) persuade themselves that the good* after this life, shall 
•he happy, the wicked shall be plunged into everlasting wretchedness t 
•from which opinion, neither let them, nor. any other mortal depart." ' 
p- 46. ... r •: , t . , 

But it is time to terminate our extracts. We admire this 
Kttle work exceedingly, both in its object, its tendency, and 
its execution. To those especially who have not an oppor- 
tunity of consulting the original work of Origea, it will be 
very interesting and useful. It serves to shew that the qne* 
mies of Christianity and their arts, have- been the same, in 
the earliest as in the latest ages ; and that the defences of 
'Christians were/then, as they are now, triumphant and satis- 
factory. AnrJ it will enable all to infer, that it is not because 
Christianity is repugnant to reason, but because it requires 
a departure from vice and folly, a surrender of the heart to 
God, who alone can " keep it," and a complete renovation 
of character, that thoughtless men have been fgund in all 
ages to< oppose and misrepresent it, and calumniate its . dis- 
ciples. , , ,i 
, .I .i.... » ■, , ,.,..,—.. , n .-»^.< .. I k > i . . i ■ ■» 

Art. XVI. Foyers and Travels in the Years 1809, lfclO, and 1811, 
containing statistical, commercial, and miscellaneous Observations on 
Gibraltar, Sardinia, Sicily, Malta, Serigo, and Turkey; . By John Gait. 
4to. pp. 435. CadellandDavies. 1812. 

/TTHIS volume, it appears, is the first of a series, iu which 
. ^ Mr. Gait-has it in contemplation to ' give stieh anaccouift 
4rf the countries connected with the Mediterranean^ as will 
tend to familiarise them to the British publte/ - The pUuVoo 
which it is put together is extremely simple — and' capable of 
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being acted upon to an almost unlimited extent. Without 
having recourse to any intermediate process, the tratbor isf 
apparently quite satisfied with transcribing his day-book for/ 
the printer with unimpeachable fidelity. He has been at do 
pains to give a plausible coherence to his paragraphs, or to 
make his narration of so continuous a cast, as to create and 

ferpetuate the interest of the reader in his fate and fortunes^ 
t is to us a matter of considerable doubt, indeed, whether 
Mr. Gait has not delegated the task of head-piecing the sub- 
ordinate divisions of his work, to an inferior performer, who, 
however expert he may hare been in the knack of eliciting 
ingenious tkles, must • be allowed to have much to acquire, 
before he can be considered a proficient in the no less import-* 
ant mystery of tacking them advantageously together. A 
glance at the' table of contents will elucidate this very com- 
pletely ; where, not to multiply examples unnecessarily, the 
reader wilt find such natural and unconstrained juxtapositions 
as — iron beds and Jesuits— 'booksellers and quail shooting— the 
author gives a sigh, a hen put to death — dancing dervishes, 
and the death of Socrates, &c. &c. From this slight exposi- 
tion of Mr. Gait's method of preparing for the press, there vvjli 
be no difficulty in admitting his competency to the rapid pro- 
duction of as many volumes as the publifc dre disposed to pa- 
tronize. » ' 

J It is requisite, however, to examine a little more minutely 
into Mr. Gait's licence for this consumption of print and paper 
—to inquire into bis travelling qualifications, and see whether 
be possesses so extraordinary a facility of delineation, as may 
enable him to dispense with that patient finishing which has, by 
most of his class, been held indispensable to arrive at excel- 
lence. As the plain truth must sooner or later be divulged, we 
think it best to state, with all possible frankness, in the out- 
set, that if Mr. Gait really has any gifts of the nature al- 
luded to, we are totally unable to perceive them. For one 
thing-, he does not appear to have carried out with hhn a suf- 
ficient portion of general knowledge to stamp his hasty obser- 
vations with any permanent value* Accordingly^ in place >of 
djose polished pebbles, which a well informed mind has always ia 
store tor the proper occasion, the land and sea faring gentleman; 
before us, is perpetually obtruding the mast strange and han 
zanjous speculations, and; attempting the depth&of a subject 
before he is even tolerably acquainted with the surface. His 
plunges into- classical literature are 4uJ venturous beyond pre^ 
cedent, ahd t b^ profound* familiarity with the fine arts cannot' 
be better evinced, than by copying the following most irrge* 1 
umsiWtk ifl^ortan*dwquisition*^ 
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4 In pacing along one of the streets* <a house was pointed oat to me a* 
having been inhabited, by Rosa the painter. What Rosa* or any thing 
more about him my conductor could not . tell. Whether this was Salva- 
tor, whose paintings so frequently reminded me of the scenery of Sicily, 
I cannot therefore presume to say. /Salvator Rosa \ always understood 
studied in Calabria ; but I have never yet met with any circumstantial ac? 
count of his life. It fs not improbable that he may have teen here :^ for 
in his youth, he was a ramblitigjcttviv, and, H is /did, was actually a rnera- 
ber of a gang of banditti ! I* > 

This U one instance, out oi many, in which ow author 
has thought proper tQ publish to the world his doubts and con* 
jecturea, when, at a very little additional trouble, he might have 
converted them into certainty* aod saved himself the igtoo* 
miny.of being laughed At Add to this* ttutf: ^traveller is the 
last person by whom this propensity can be safely indulged, as 
it is almost necessarily fatal to that vigilance, of observation* 
and carefulness of inquiry, without which his observations: and 
inquiries can be of very little use either to himself or others* 
. Another observation we have to paake pn Ms. Gait'* per- 
formance, is, the indefatigable earpestness he displays in find* 
ing occasions of being witty, without being, aware that ,bis 
humour, if so it may be called, is very distantly allied tQ the 
family of mirth, though it has sometimes too near an aflBtnity 
to that of profaneness. We allude, particularly, to the: fiery 
topvoper levity with which he is for ever making free i*th 
awful subjects and sacred language. Thms he talks or • tht stem* 
wbiob Moses tapped in the wilderness,* p. 3?Q ; arid having oc- 
casion to perform a journey in stormy weather, be is all at 
once reminded of the deluge, and says, <Asl approached Sh 
Giuseppe the wind abated ; and not hearing, the pattering el 
the rain on the roof, I inferred ^ like Neehul the aik, that Ihtl 
waters were assuaged, and opened the wind**.' p* 74. Tbety 
again, he complains of being fully six weefcs at Palermo* 
« before I was so lucky as to see a funeral, although " the host" 
at that time bad evidently a great run. 1 p. 20. The following 
is an example at greater length. 

* It was fate when we approached Palermo, and I beg£ii to ttink that t 
should not have deemed myself Very safe in the neighbourhood either tit 
London or Dublin at Such a time of night. About eleVfen O'clock W6 
wachedthe gate, and I never tfa* more pleateti with the light of a hrtip, 
than that which barns before the saint who is the sentinel, Itn*K*rot- 
catted to me before, that, but for the saints With tbdir lamps, tbt streets o# 
Palermo would be utterly dark after the shops ado sisL Thfe caorch,in 
this respects may certainly be considered as a fcgnt to the pith of the Ps* 
krautans,* . 

The same bad taste which x^mld tokiSiteMohsertteaoe* as 
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pe preceding, is also frequently conspicuous in the diction— 
as when the author feels ' somehow* dissatisfied with the ' as- 
pectabks grandeur df Etna/ p. 92 ; deplores c the ruination 
and squalor that characterize the effects of Ottoman rule,' p. 
SOI ; derides ' the taste of certain * blessed brothers for bottled 
ttonsters,* p. 103 ; informs us that * licences to export are pro- 
bably interestedly granted,* p. 14 ; describes the origin of * a 
iceptical and derelict habit,' p. 56 ; sympathises wirh 'the 
melancholy rhanesof the fatal field of Pharsalia,' p. 214 ; and 
becomes the biographer of that € accomplished aiid benevo- 
lent monster 9 — Chiron the centaur. 

We have been the more induced to go into this specifica- 
tion of faults, because in a great variety of instances we are 
persuaded they result from the very hasty and objectionable 
mode of bringing out the volume. For whatever our readers 
may by this time be disposed to imagine, it really does contain 
a good deal of useful information, and many amusing anec- 
dotes and lively sketches. Had Mr. Gait, indeed, followed the 
dictates of his maturer judgment, we have no doubt he could 
have produced a volume, which, instead of serving to lounge 
over for a day, might be profitably consulted several years 
hence. In ttie sequel of this article, we shall do little more than 
verify some of the preceding strictures, and b select from it such 
passages as may be likely to prove most useful or interesting 
to our readers. 

After a slight description of Gibraltar, Mr. Gait conducts us 
to Sardinia. The capital of this island he represents as bear- 
ing in every part of k traces of ruin and decay, and the mass 
bf the islanders as having receded * a certain way back into 
barbarism/ * They wear, indeed, linen shirts fastened at thfe 
collar by a pair of silver buttons like hawks' bells ; but their 
upper dress of shaggy goat- skins is in the pure savage style.' 

*The country/ he continues, x id divided into* prefectures. The prefect 
It a lawyer, and is assisted by a military commandant, who' furnishes the 
Force required to carry his wants into effect. This regulation has been 
toade in the course of the present reign, and may be regarded as an im- 

Srtant step towards the establishment of a public and regal authority over 
t baronial privileges. In the provinces justice is distributed by the pre- 
fects, whose functions seem to correspond in many respects with those of 
ti>c Scottish sheriffs. When any particular case occurs in which the king 
tsnsiders it expedient to appoint a judge of the supreme court in the capi- 
ta!, on purpose to try the cause on tne spot, wherever this extraordinary jus- 
ticiary passes, »he provincial courts of justice are silent^and superseded by 
lus presence. There arc no periodical circuits of the justices.' * The 
Judges receive a small stipend from the king, upon which they cannot suh- 
wt. They are allowed also a certain sum for each award that they deli. 

Vol. VIIL aO .: 
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ver, which has tile effect of making them greedy of jurisdiction, and ink 
ierested in promoting revisions. The administration of justice is in £on* 
Sequence precarious; and gifts to the judges are of powerful advocacy. In 
t country where the government his to little power in the detail of ruing* 
ami where the rectitude of the laws is so enfeebled by the chicane of the 
courts, it is natural that the people should often surrender themselves to 
their bad passions. The Sards possess/ to an eminent degree, the venenu 
bie savage viftae of hospitality. They are courageous, and think and act 
ivith a bold and military, arrogance ; but the impunity with which they 
may offend, fosters their natural asperity. They are jealous of the Piecfc 
montese ; and on this account the king has not encouraged emigrators 
from his late continental dominions, to settle in Sardinia.. In their political 
resolutions they have sometimes acted with an admirable concert and spirit. 
Not many years before the arrival of the royal family they bad some reasod 
to be discontented with the conduct of the viceroy and his ministers J 
find, io consequence, with one accord, they seized, at the same time, both 
•n him and on all the Piedmontese officers, and sent them home without 
turbulence or the shedding of any blood.* pp. 9 — 1 1 . 

< The revenue of the king is not at this time (1811) more than eighty 
thousand pounds sterling ;. still the paper money of the government does 
not bear a discount of more than six per cent.; so that it may be regarded 
as not inferior to any in Europe. It is only in the dealings of merchants 
that the discount is allowed ; and it is a legal tender to the extent of half 
the amount of any debt. The duty on importations by foreigners into 
Sardinia is 1B§- per cent, on the tarif estimates. 

* The 'population of the island is estimated at about 500^000 souls; - 
The peasantry are the vassals of their respective chieftains ; and the citi* 
feens are commonly employed "in the little internal commerce which the 
-country affords* The nobility are numerous and ignorant ; and the aam* 
terms may be applied to the ecclesiastical locusts. 

. ' The exportable commodities oi this island, owing to the condition of ' 
the inhabitants, still consists of very primitive articles ; but. which, notwith- 
standing the warmth of the climate and fertility of the soil, are not nu- 
merous. Wheat, in considerable quantities, is exported from Cagliar?*, 
the Gulph of Palmas, Orestano, Algheri, and Porto Tdrre, the harboafr 
*f Sassari. There is one* kind of white wine, of a very superior flavour, 
made near Cagliarl; and the red of the same neighbourhood, as well an 
that of the district of Oliastm, is of a strong good body, improves by 
-transportation, and, with age, would become esteemed in England. Cheese 
forms an important article in the little traffic of Sardinia, Wool is also 
collected for exportation. Barilla, of a kind inferior to, the Spanish, is 
nlso exported ; and the salt works near the capital furnish a few cargoes. 
The tunny fishing is one of the chief objects of the care of the govern- 
ment, and is in a respectable degree of prosperity. Goat and sheep skins 
may be obtained in quantities ; and cow and stag horns may be numbered 
among the returns that a merchant might bring from this island. In the 
interior there are extensive forests af oak and other timber belonging to 
die king, but the oak for the most part is not sound at heart. Nevertheless 
k might be usefully employed, and might be turned to account b£ xhe 
merchant.' pp. 12* 13* 
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From Sardiii& -qux author prpcee^ecl to Sicily. He wag 
fancied by the Malta packet srt Girg;enti, and lost no time in 
putting down, his remarks on the ruins of Agrigentmp. \Vith[ 
these it should &epm he is considerably disappointed; fof 
(though they be the monuments of Agngentijw, tfje sight of 
then is hardly worth a sabbath day ? s journey.' p. 17. A$ tlji* 
is the commencement of Mr. Gait's classical Speculations, we 
should be gtad to say something in their behalf, and are sorry- 
therefore that we cannot compliment him either on their ad* 
curacy or good taste. * >f Concord ,' he remarks,' 

* is in fine condition, t y would say, the parts: 

having been collected and &ch other!' * The tem- 

ple of Juno has bee« n le same mapner !* And 

theij ( the church of St f he fiejds is Jarger tbaoj 

both put tpgethsr, and i; paagnificent !' This un-i 

fortupate kind of associi ijip eve^y where. §(Hije«, 

times the lanes of Edinburgh are the objects of his cmapaflM 
five eulogy : at another the Grecian porticos remifid him of 
our metropolitan tea gardens; and, at a third, when contend 
plating the Hebrus, his attention is if i*esistibly drawn to the 
Thames at Putney Bridge, T 

, Qo arriving at Palermo, Mr. Gait presents ^is readers wkhf 
tbe following remarks, wnich we .think are entitled tp somg 
praise. 

1 AH &e descriptions that I hate seen of the capital of s$fe>ffy are rafter 
defective than incorrect. Only the finest things are bfought into the 
picture ^ the t great masses of mean and sloven)y objects, which every 
where offend the eye in the original, <*re excluded, by the prejudices of 
ihe taste of trasveJjers, Palermo, notwithstanding the number and archi- 
tectural magnificence of its palaces and churches, has an air of tawdry 
Want, such as cannot he distinctly described. Poverty seems really to be 
the ordinary condition of the people from the top to the bottom. The 
ground stories of the noble edifices in the Via Toledo, as well a in the 
ether great streets, would never have been converted into shops and coffee* 
houses, could the princes and dakes above stairs have easily doneother* 
Wise. 

'It is the custom here for tradesmen of all sorts to carry on their re- 
spective employments in the open air. The number, in particular, of shoe? 
makers and tabors "fit work in the Via^ Toledo is inconceivable. Indeed 
the crowd of persons ip the streets is much beyood any thing that I have 
elsewhere seeoj certainly much greater than in London. But, consider-* 
isg the extent of the city, only four miles within the circumference of the 
Vails, it is impossible to be believed that the population is so great as the 
Sicilians allege. They taflc of three hundred thousand inhabitants; a 
number, notwithstanding that the people swelter by dozens together ia 
veryssaajl apartments, not to be credited, The population of Palermo 
JWy be equal to that of Dublin. \ 

• f h appears to me, that it is not only the practice of the Sicilian trades^ 

- ' Jo« f • -\ — •'•-• - 
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men to work .in &e streets, but that particular streets in Palermo are, fa 
some degree, appropriated to certain occupations: not that each trade ex- 
clusively attaches itself to any one part of the town, ; but, generally speak? 
ing, it has a local situation, where it 'may be considered as predominant. 
The Via Toledo seems to be the grand emporium of all the professions 1 
dependant on fashion.* Another street is almost entirely occupied with 
brasiers; and $here is perhaps not a more noisy spot in all Europe. Our 
thin tinned iron scarcely seems to be known here j bu| considerable quan- 
tities of block tin are used in the manufacture of, lamps, forks, and other 
culinary and table'utensils. In a third street, I observed a numjber of fe-] 
male children, ip almost eytry house ? employed in tambouring and em- 
broidering muslin. The manufacture of muslins has' been introduced 
some time, and succeeds so welt that it already consumes" the principal 
part of the cotton raised in the district of Terra Novsy The chief estab*« 
jishment is at Caltanisetta, an inland town, rather distinguished for its 
linen trade. The latter branch is much indebted to the war,- which has 
raised the price of German linen so high, that the Sicilians are obliged to 
have recourse to the -productions of their own looms. The women are the; 
Weavers ; their wages are about 9d. per day. The same quantity and 
kind of goods which were sold in the year 1792 for a dollar, are in* 
tfeascd in value, to above a dollar anct a half. In the neighbourhood of 
the tamboured street there is a lane entirely occupied by chair- makers 
^nd bed-smitds. It may be necessary to explain what the latter profession" 
*? ? which, I think, does some credit to the Sicilians, if it originated with 
fhem. The climate of this country is peculiarly congenial to the engen- 
dering of bugs and other anti-dormists ; and the inhabitants, in- con3e^ 
quence, I ijtfa^ine, We rennul)ce4 bedsteads of .wood, and adopted iron 
ones. Were the frames made of cast metal, they mighf be rendered 
Ornamental, and coujd be procured, I should think, niusb cheaper than 
*he hammered iron, which is the oply kind at present in use. * 

Our AuthoWs observations on the Jesuits >nd clergy, do not 
strike uaas being very satisfactory,." The iiumber of mend i^- 
cants, he states, to. have visibly increased within the last twenty 
years ;. and be ascribes it to the gradqal disuse of. the custom- 
ary largesses to the poor at the gates of the convents. .Among 
the higher. classes therahas.beoj) a fajlipg off in point of state 
and shew: but this is amply compensated by the introduction 
of comfort and convenience^ There is, be says, in genera), 
fin evident imitation,' of British customs; and the suburbs of 
Palermobegin to* indicate something like the formation of that 
jniddle class which ip the pre-eminent boast and distinction of 
England. .Of the hobiUtyf, this writer, like Mr. Leckie, speaks 
most contemptuously,, representing njost of them as in debt, 
and many of them in ks estate qf absolute beggary. All' classes 
are passionately addicted to gaming.„Ji f 1 ! ' 

• So general and habitual, iYideed, is : the passion for play, that it mani- 
fests itself in situations where, preyiqu&fy', one should not expect to roeei 
with it: it is the ruling passion of the Sicilians. In going one mdrolng 
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p> the tribunal of justice, I saw a gronpe of card-players fitting on the 
landing-place of the great staircase, earnestly occupied witff their gcme, al- 
though the bustle around then) was almost as great aft that' pf the Royal 
Exchange of London at high change time. On tfte* Marina, wnen the 
weather will not permit boats to put tb sea, I have frequently seen the fish- 
ermen at cards ; nor is it unusual to observe bands of idle, boys' sitting on 
the steps of the church doors engaged in the same spendthrift occupation/ 
p. SO. . ■.. „ 4 v„. , . 

Nothing can well be more striking in the policy of ilia 
Sicilian government, than the total exemption of articles of 
luxury from taxation. While adverting to this subject, odp 
author gives the following sprightly and characteristic pas- 
sage. 

« The quantity of Indian figs, or prickly pears, as they are sometimes; 
called, .consumed in Sicily, is almost incredible. In every part . of the 
country you meet with plantations of Indian figs. In every village, stalls, 
are seen covered with Indian figs. At every corner of every street in Pa- 
lermo are piles of Indian figs. If a Sicilian be observed eating any thing, 
it is certainly Indian figs. If he be carrying a baslcet, it is full of Indian 
figs. Every ass that is seen coming into the city in the mQrning is loaded 
with Indian figs. Every peasant that is seen in the evening counting his 
copper money on a* stone, is reckoning the produce of his Indian figs. If 
an article be bad, it is said pot to be worth an Indian fig ; and there is no- 
thing in this world better than an Indian 6g. It is the only luxury that 
Jthe poor enjoy; and ? like all other luxuries, it is exempted from taxation* 9 
j,p.27_28; 

The trade of Palermo (which c is much less considerable 
than might be expected from its wealth and population') ap- 
peared to our author to be chiefly in the hands of the British, 
while the Americans engrossed the supply of colonial pro- 
duce. As this is a subject on which Mr*. Gait seems well in- 
formed, we receive his subsequent observations on this ar- 
rangement with respect. How unfortunate that he should 
proceed to tempt his fate, by entering the Academy of Paint- 
ing! 'I only know,' he affectedly remarks, * what pleases 
myself.' ' • 

•' Mr. Gait's observations on the court of "Naples, in which be 
attempts something like a vindication of. the first female per- 
sonage, are, in our humble opinion, remarkably superficial 
find inconclusive ; and we are glad, therefore, when he finds it 
convenient to cjuft Palermo, on the tour of the Val de Mazar- 
ia, the western district of Sicily.* We cannot pretend, how- 
ler to trace his route minutely, and sh.aU merely transcribe 
iivo ins plated fects — the orje relating to agriculture, and the 
other to the vintage. . 

• • Soon after 'leaving the temple of Segesta, 1 observed a very inte? 
resting specimen of ; Sicifian agricultural industry. Qn one field, eleven 
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pairs of oxen were dragging eleven ploughs* driven by eleven mea, all ill 
a line, one behind another, and yet not making a' deeper impression on the 
soil than a good English harrow would have done* The Sicilian plough,, 
not with standing the antiquity of its form, is really a very humble instru* 
jnent. Owing* in a. good measure, to the wretched 'state of the plough* 
$be fertility ofthe Sicilian soil is never properly brought into action* The, 
mere surface of the ground is only, as it were, scratched. Is it* there^ 
fore, surprising, that the produce is scanty, or that the harvest is seldom, 
more than adequate to the support ofthe inhabitants ; although it might be- 
rendered sufficient to maintain .more than three times their number ?'. p. 60* 

* On entering the village,/ 1 observed the labour ofthe wine-press goipg 
on •. a process of which a faithful account might enforce the precepts of 
temperance. The grapes are thrown into a large square vessel, some* 
what like a brewer's cooler, but deeper. It is elevated about "eighteen 
inches from the ground, and round it are several apertures, with vessels 
under. In this theatre a number of bare-legged peasants, with clumsy* 
shoes, were bellowing and tj ending out the juice, which squirted agafast 
their unwashed limbs ; and I saw, with consternation and horror, that the) 
finger and thumb had been made for other ends, in case of nefcd, than to> 
•nuff candles/ p,75» 

It was on b« return to Palermo, late in die evening, that - 
Mr. Gait was so highly delighted with the thought, that, * but 
for the saints and their lamps, the streets of Palermo vvoiild 
be utterly dark after the shops are shut,' — and then follow* 
the brilliant observation we have already noticed in a prece-» 
ding pa<jre, about * the church being, frt this respect, i. 
light to the path of the Paler mi tans!' How long he stayed 
for the purpose of repeating ihis ingenious idea is not deposed. 
We learn, however, that his next excursion was t<* MessiM f 
and that on arriving there he found it, ' unlike any other towq. 
in Sicily,' wearing an appearance of great prosperity ,— and u.o* 
the less agreeable for being the residence of British troops. 
The contrast of character between our free-spoken, .eoun? 
Wymen and the Sicilians appeared very striking. 

Leaving Messina, Mr. Gait took the direction of Syraeuse| 
ivith the intention of 'hiring a boat for Malta. We do not ob* 
serve any thing remarkable in his progress, unless indeed an 
exception should be made in favour pf the reflections suggest-* 
eel by a sight of Etna. 

* The fable of the rape of Proserpine, is, probably, an allegory, de- 
scriptive of the destruction of the cultivated land, by an eruption of 
the mountain! Much of the c!«3sic, mythology is, evidendy, allegorical \ 
and few of its subjects are susceptible of so simple an explanation. The 
single-eyed Cy^ops are, certainly, only the personification of voicanosv 
Tnose parts of Homer'6 \vu ks which relate to them, have, perhaps 
had the distinct features of the allegories defaced by his corrector©, 
when the history of the Iliad and Odyssey is considered^ it is impos* 
«ib&.to believe that they are* now tjie yery works jyvhich Hoaxer corn- 
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e. It is not' credible, that,, from the collection of the parts of tji£ 
by Lycurgus, down to the translation by Pope, it was copied, 
without improvement ; though not to the extent that Pope has improved 
on Chaucer, in his Temple of fame— frobably, m some similar man*, 
ner.' pp. 91, 92. 

Perhaps, alsoj" the same indulgence should be extended to 
the following highly ornamented description of a Sonata^ 
played upon a * truly exquisite' organ at Catania. Tb$ 
stately and sonorous sentence which concludes the passage . 
cannot be too strongly admired. 

•It [the sonata] begins with a sweet little trilling movement* like 
the sound of waters trickling in a far remote pastoral upland. The 
breadth of. harmony increases, and the mind is efccited to activity, while 
the introduction of a delightful echo suggests the images of a. rapid 
ifceamj and bands of 'huntsmen, with horns and hounds, coursing the 
tanks. Continuing still to rise and spread, the music takes a more rq» 
golar character, and fills the imagination with the notion of a Thames; 
cevercd with moving vesels, flowing through a multitudinous city. Oc- 
casional military movements gradually open all the fountains of the in- 
ttruaieDt ; and the full tide, deepening and rolling on, terminates in a 
Saal£ so vast, io various, so extraordinary an efFusion of harmony,' thai 
it o» be compared only to the great expanse of the ocean agitated by a 
tempest, and the astonishing turbulence of a Trafalgarian battle/ p. 94* 

No account is given of the passage to Malta, nor U the 
reader detained very long upon the island. Our author -duly 
celebrates the magnificence of the fortifications, and the ele* 
gance and external neatness of the domestic buildings, every 
edifice looking as if it were just finished. He complaint 
bitterly of the bad bread ; but for this the government must 
answer, which monopolizes the sale of corn, and deals out 4 
that first, which has been longest in the granaries* This 
government indeed, offers several points for Mr. Gait's rer 
bake; the greatest abuses being tolerated, he says, merely 
because it is only regarded as provisional during the war*, 
There has been no formal recognition of trial by jury, *veq 
for British subjects, and no forouil abrogation of the priviledge 
of sanctuary . On the subject of trade he gives his observe 
tioasat some length, strenuously recommending that the free-! 
(loaiof direct intercouse with Malta-should be granted to out 
planters, -who undfer proper encouragements would be able.id 
a great measure to exclude the Americans from the Mediter- 
ranean markets, and probably engross the principal share of 
supplying Turkey with colonial produce. * * 

The next station where we find our traveller, i* at Serigo j 
an island with about 8000 inhabitants,; about fifty miles in cir- 
cumference ; and the residence of a British consul and y for se- 
veral years past, Of a British garrison. After a short stay 
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here,. Mr. Gait crossed over to the port of Marathonesi; in* the* 

Morea, in company with a gentleman who agreed to travel 
with him to Constantinople; Of the precise object of thenf 
journey we are not informed : but of its importance there can* 
be no doubt, if it at all corresponded to the expeditious ratrf 
at which the travellers were solicitous to proceed. The Mainots 
hmong whom they landed, are a bold and martial people, and 
excepting that they pay a small tribute to the Turks, still uncon- 
quered. Just before however his arrival, the Turkish vizier o£ 
the Morea, Vilht Pashaw, had attempted to interfere, by bring- 
ing in a new governor: but not being able to afford him troops 
also, the party of Antbnbey, the old governor, was uppermost. 
Our author made a visit to this aged chieftain, who resided irf 
a kind of feudal castle at Bathi. 

* In the gateway, a number of retainers were slumbering away the tedium 
of unoccupied time. The court was dirty with rubbish, offal, and ex- 
crements. Hogs were coefined in a corner ; but the poultry and ducks 
enjoyed the range of its whole extent. We ascended into the keep by 
a zigzag stair on the outside, evidently so contrived as to be defended «• 
The landing-place was moveable, and served for a drawbridge. The 
door, narrow, opened into a hall, where a number of long-haired 
soldiers were sitting. They rose, as we entered, in order to make 
way for us to ascend the stairs which led to the apartment of the prince 
The walls of the presence-chamber were hung with bundles of arms, 
clokes, and petticoats. A bed occupied the farthest corner, under which 
I perckved a lage, antique, carved coffer ; but my eye searched in vairi 
for a more common utensil. Along the side of the room were benches, 
covered with cushions, and on a shelf 1 saw several inverted coffee-cups, 
two or three bottles, and other articles of the cupboard. Antonbey, 2 
strong, hale carle, was sitting near the bed when we entered, and be* 
side him an old priest. I think he appeared to be about sixty. The 
first glance of him, with what had been passing in my mind before, 
suggested the figure of Hnrdyknut. Opposite sat his lady/ widi large 
rings on her fingers, but otherwise slovenly dressed. On her one side 
was a warlike relation, with a snuff-box in his hand ; and, on the other, she 
had also her ghostly comforter. She wa3 younger than the prince r and still 
possessed the remains of beauty. They all rose up as we entered ; and the 
old chieftain received us with a kind of honest' gladness— that military 
frankness, which gains at once the esteem of strangers. He expressed 
himself highly gratified by a visit from British subjects, having only one* 
fcefore enjoyed that pleasure. Like the governor of Marathonesi, he told 
us how much all the inhabitants desired the arrival of a c Christian 
£ower.' pp. 154r— 155. 

The mode which Mr. Gak has adopted of eking out the 
scantiness of his observation? by a rehearsal of the iritesthis- 
joricalfacts, and a plenitude of the wildest conjectures, is, in 
our humbleopinion, the very worst he could have had recourse 
to. The facts are certainly not all improved by passing 
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through his hands (and in this we have no doubt Dr. Lem~ 
pricre will agree with us)— and the conjectures are extravagant 
oeyond any of his former soarings. What is worse, too, they 
are sometimes a little contradictory. When Mr. Gait was 
looking at Etna, he thought the fable of Proserpine had a re- 
ference to the overflow of the l*ava : but when he visits Eleu- 
sis, it appears, to him as ' emblehiatic of the baking of bread 
and kilndrying the grain.' Throughout this journey there are 
Unceasing complaints that. the € famous towns of Greece 9 offer 
very little * to the attention of the traveller.' There is no- 
thing to be seen at Mycenae worth going to see. Eleusis, in- 
deed * deserved more attention than we were in the humour to 
bestow upon it' : but ' those who are delighted with such frag- 
ments as Corinth and Mycenae exhibit, affect a sensibility that 
belies nature, 9 &c. &c. It will be peculiarly unfortunate for 
Mr. Gait, if any of bis readers should have just laid aside the 
interesting volumes of Mr. Chateaubriand. 

Every page of our author's journey to Constantinople 
affords ample scope for comment: bat as we wish if pos- 
sible to preserve ourselves in tolerable temper with him, we 
shall ffo on at once to Constantinople; just observing that a 
traveller along this rpute is not likely to meet, with much 
molestation^ but that he will be perpetually called to witness 
scenes of the vilest despotism and extortion, on the one 
hand and of the most abject submission on the other. . 

Our traveller is of opinion that both the extent and gran* 
deur of the Turkish Capital have been exaggerated. 

' The superb distant prospect of Constantinople only serves to render 
more acute the disappointment, which arises from its interior wretched- 
aep. The streets are filthy, narrow, and darkened by the overhanging 
bosses. Few of the buildings are constructed of stone or brick. The 
whole habitable town, indeed, may be described, as composed either of 
lath and plaster or of timber. The appearance of the houses is mean ; and 
many of them are much decayed. The state of the capital accords with 
the condition and decline of tne empire.' 

1 Instead of being, according to some travellers, twenty English miles 
in circumference, I doubt if it be near twelve. Were the port, with the 
channel of the Bosphorus, reduced to the breadth of the Thames, perhaps, 
with all Galata, Pen, and Scutari, Constantinople would not be equal 
to two-thirds of London ; and it is not, like London, surrounded with 
a radiance of villages. 

'In order not to give way, without some countenance of feet, to an 
opinion so confxary to the received, I left my lodgings near the Austrian 
palace, walked to rhe artillery barracks opposite to the seraglio point, 
aq4 embarked, for the purpose of making the circuit of the city. I was 
ftged down to tie sukan'a shambles, below the Castle of the Seven 
Tokens landed there; and walking, leisurely, along the outside of 

Vol. VIII- 3 P 
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the walls* to the harbour, I embarked a second time, atod vis again put 
ashore at the Arsenal, from which t walked home. Deducting stoppage*, 
it appeared, that the circuit of Constantinople, die seraglio, and gardens, 
with all that part of the harbour which is occupied by the trading-vessels, 
die town of Galata, and a considerable part of Pera, was made in a little 
more than than three hours and a half. The boats were not rowed with 
any remarkable speed ; the wind was contrary, in going to the Seven 
Towers ; and die badness of the road and pavements obliged me to walk 
irery slowly. 

« The population of Constantinople has been as much over-rated as the 
dimensions. Those who visit only the bazars, must rail into a great 
error ; for the appearance in them fuHy answers the ideas that are com- 
monly entertained of die population. In the upper parts of the town, and 
to the streets not leading immediately to the markets of merchandize and 
provisions, there is no bustle, but, in many places, an air of desolation. 
In southern climates, as die handicraftsmen work in open shops, a 
greater proportion of die inhabitants are visible, than with us. In Con* 
stantinople, the workshops are generally open to the streets. Considering 
the stir in Palermo, the height of the buildings, and the huddling 
manner in which] the major part of the inhabitants live there, and com- 
paring them with the appearance, generally, of Constantinople, the 
structure of the houses, and the domestic economy of the Turks, lam 
almost inclined to think, that the capital of Sicily contains ten times 
the number, to the square mile, that Constantinople does* If there he 
a million m London and its suburbs, there certainly is not half that 
number, in the whole of the Ottoman metropolis, including Scutari, as 
well as Galata and Pera, with all the other little dependencies con* 
netted with them, hut knows to the inhabitants by other names/ 

During hi* stay at Constantinople Mr. Gait seems to have 
observed more largely than usual; and we should think it 
right to pay attention to several of his observations and des* 
captions, but for the consideration that we sfaaH very shortly 
have the pleasure of visiting this pfaee in cotnparry with Dr. 
Clarke, whose falness and precision of detail to say, nothing of 
bis other admirable qualification, inspire a confidence, which 
we are totally unable to place in such a traveller as Mr. Gait 
In a pretty long excursion from the Metropolis, our author, 
passing through Sophia, had an opportt»ity of raakwg his 
remarks on the Turkish Army under Vittu Pasha*— the per- 
sonage we have before alluded to, as vizier of the Morea, 
and on whose trade Mr. -Gait bad pressed rather closely in 
several parts of bis journey. 

« Vilhi Pashaw had with him, ia Sophia, about tterothowand men. 
The idea of the head quarters of a vitier, had, hitherto, stood hi my 
mind magnified with all "the pomp and -rircuawtanee of gloTtoo* war.* 1 
t had fancied that I should hear tfeecontinaal dashing of cymkds* «fat 
clangor of trumpets, and the neighing of charger* saperMy •caporisodtftf* 
I expected to ate tbt idlertaleof jaauinowbtehaoBtrs laocfciog the **> 
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tod a restless throng of gorgeous rigas. If I looked not for discipline^ 
I counted ob beholding an anarchy; aod in approachcag Sophia, actually 
began to patch together in my mind, an imperfect recollection o( that 
passage of the Paradise Lost, in which Muton describes the visit of 
Satan to Qiaos, in order that I might have an apt and beautiful quotation 
when I came to describe so magnificent a spectacle as a vizier's camp ; but 
nry journey was ordained to chastise me with disappointments. I saw, 
io Sophia, only a multitude of Albanians, as wild at the goats on their 
native mountains. Nor were the pistols in their belts, perhaps, more for* 
midable weapons than the horns on the heads of the companions of their 
youth. Their dress was ragged, and as dirty as the dust. The clouts 
round their brows, as they walked/ grinning, against the winter's wind* 
niade them appear more like mad beggars than soldiers. Every thing 
about them indicated the filth and misery of prisoners, rather than the 
pomp and insolence of soldiers.' 

* The Turks have pot the use of the bayonet, nor any weapon cal- 
culated to contend with it. The cavalry use a spear; but the Albanians, 
and the other foot soldiers, only muskets, swords, and pistols. By the 
state of their weapons, they are greatly inferior to the troops of Christen- 
dom; which, with the want of discipline, causes them, whatever maybe 
their personal bravery, always to be defeated. In the whole of the war 
with Russia, down to the month of March last, they had not gained one 
single advantage/ 

« While I was here, a grand salute was fired from the five helpless 
field-pieces of which his highness' s park of artillery consisted, in honour 
of a great victory obtained over the Russians, near the confines of Persia* 
In proof of this victory it was affirmed, that three thousand heads of the 
vanquished slain were brought to Constantinople. What surprised me most 
was, that Vilhi Pashaw should have given countenance so this tale, and 
attached to it all the importance of a feet. He U a man neither unac- 
quainted with the ways of the world, nor unskilled in human nature. 
When I saw him in the More*, he was then at his ease; and he appeared 
facetious, shrewd, and greatly superior, io the general cast of his endow- 
ments, not only to any idea that I had formed of Turks in general, but in 
respect to a kind of dexterous mode of extracting opfmotw, to most men 
mat I had e yer me * with. When I visited him here, he was the same kind 
of person, but considerably altered. He still retained hit disposition to 
jocularity ; but the colour of his mind appeared to have become graver* 
He was, now and then, serious, and directly inquisitive ; a frame of tem- 
per which, contrasted with his natural gaiety, denoted anxiety and fear. 
He kept me with hirn above an hour. Though his conversation was, 
occasionally, enlivened with sty questions about .the different English 
travellers who had visited Tripolizza, he often reverted, with his natural 
address, to the state of Turkey in our estimation. He evidently seemed to 
think, that Turkey alone was not capable of effectually prosecuting the war. 
Nothing escaped from him that distinctly conveyed this opinion ; but his 
manner, and the tendency of all his questions, warrants me in ascribing it to 
aim. Nor could I forget, at the time, that he had himself said to me, twelve 
noaths before, in speaking about the Albanians taken into our service, 



Digitized by 



Google 



74$ The Bog in the Manger. 

that they would not be found capable of contending with disciplined 
Christian troops. He is, unquestionably, a man of great natural talents ; 
but his head is more political than military." - -* • 

; Mr. Gait does not close the account of his expeditions at 
Constantinople, but touches at several Grecian Wands in his 
return to Gibraltar — Besides an appendix there is a piece 
of some length entitled c Political .Reflexions,' which hare for 
their object to recommend to Great Britain an increased at- 
tention to her insular Empire;* Mr. Gait being of opinion that 
it is -high times to avow that all the islands over which her juris- 
diction has not yet extended are only not hers because she 
has not found it convenient to t^ke possession of them ! 



Art. XVII. An Old Fable, with a New Applications the Dog in 
the Manger, 8vo. pp. 8. Price 6d. sewed. Cambridge, printed by 
F. Hodson. Hatchard. 1812. 

rpHE application pf this fable, i$ a litde irreverent, but, we fear, not 
x very unjust. The reader shall judge. After a spritely recital of 
the fable itself, the writer proceeds. 

< You marvel, reader, — well you may ! 
But men, too, snarl about their hay.—* 
For instance, — when a set of priests 
Great in the chace, at balls, and feasts, 
See others work where they refuse, 
And save the souls their follies lose ; 
They shew their teeth— display their fists, 
Dub the hard workers Methodists, 

Pass bulls of excommunication, 
Nick-name them foes of church and nation J— 
Thus, loathing work themselves, they vow, 
That all the world shall hate it too. 

The application then assumes rather a new direction. ->• 

< So also, like our dog, I'm told, 
An institution now grown old 
Beholds, with rather greenish eyes, 
Another institution rise ; 

Wak'd from a ten years' sleep, or more, 
Scolds louder than she ahor'd before. 
' Miss* (quoth the matron) ' who are yon 
< That dare to make this fine ado ? 
« What, sell a Bible ? — when 'tis known 
« The right to sell them's all my own ; 
' And, what I've done, 'tis vastly plain 
* None can have right to do again. 
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« —Besides I've reason tota jealous, 
« You've join'd yourself to nasty fellows 
* < Who bold such notions 'bout the church 

' They poison every book they touch. 

* Don't tell me that a Broadbrim's Bible 

* Isn't on the other quite a libel ; 

« That Baptists don't blot out the verges 

« And turn the blessings into curses. 

' Only thai Bible's good, I say, 

« Which good sound churchmen give away* 

< Tell what you will to foolish people, 
« Your plan's to batter down the steeple, 
« To pull down all our gothic abbeys ; 

* Perhaps to unbaptize our babies.—^ . - ^ 

* As for the good of which you're vain, 
« I do myself as much again.— 

* —So get you gone, for I, methinks* 

« Mispend my words on such a minx— 

* You shall not give a page, I vow, 

« Apd so begone, miss, — bow, wow, wow.' 

We must be allowed to add some short extracts from the reply of the 
« other institution.' 

' Shall I then check this high career, 
« Back to some little club-room steer ; 

* Like you waste life in useless fret, # 

« And lose a world for etiquette ?— ^ 

< Bright scenes which burst upon my view, . 
« My course compel me to pursue ; 

* The plants inserted, by my hands, 

* In other soils, in distant lands 

* Shall root themselves, and soon, like me, 

* Produce their sacred progeny ; 

' Trees, like the druid oaks of yore, 

* The saints and guardians of our shore, 
* Tree8,at whose feet, submissive cast, 

' Sin, schism; discord breathe their last ; 

* On whose tall head the dove descends ; 

* On whose broad arms kind heaven suspends 
' The banner of the Cross unfurl'd ; 

« Trees, for die « healing' of the world— 
c Trees whose fair fruit by God is given, 
4 Trees, watered by the dews of heaven. 
« But, madam, to my prayer attend, 
« Why make a rival of a friend ? 
•Those glorious orbs, which roll above, 

< All in weir glitt'ring orbits move ; 
« Each lights the other, all conspire 

< The skies with golden rays to lire. 
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1 Why should not we ttftb common ray 
« O'er Sin's dark region* pour the fjay, 

* Rise like t^e brother stars of Greece, ^ 

* Pledges of universal peace, • • "*'"*? 

* Or brother Prophets of the Law 

« Who waved the wand, and Egypt saw ? 
' Dwell thou in Mi/ thy blest abode, 
< And light this temple of our God ; 

* I, — in a mightier orbit whirl'd, 

' Go, % ' giant like/ to save a world/ 

This poem smacks a little of the college; but the important sub* 
ject to which it refers, peculiarly interesting, we rejoice to say, at 
Cambridge — the amiable dtoirit it breathes — and the evidence it affords, 
of having employed an able, though hasty pen, have induced us to» 
allow it more space, than zjeu tfesfirtt is usually iotitled to demand. 



Art. XVIII. Thoughts on Subscription to Articles of Fakh : in six Letter* 
addressed to a Member of the Society for educating young Men for the 
Ministry, at Homerton Academy. By Robert Winter, D. D. 8vo. 
Barton, Conder, &e. 

nnHIS well written pamphlet is drawn up with equal moderation and 
force of argument. Had the advocate* for * subscription to Articles 
of Faith 9 been told that their demand, as a test of orthodoxy, is nothing 
less than a relic of popery, it might have roused unhallowed tempers, and 
provoked a controversy subversive of that amiable union which ought to 
prevail among brethren. Yet, may it not be gently whispered, without 
hazarding such effects, that a demand of thi* nature is neither more nor 
less than an awkward compromise between the stern requisitions of eccle* 
siastical infallibility, and that liberty of conscience which is the unalienable 
right of man \ Every voluntary association, doubtless, whether civil or 
Christian, may demand in a candidate a detlaratiam of his views, by which 
an opinion might be formed of his eligibility ; and that declaration may be 
required in any form they may think proper to prescribe, that is to say, 
either vivfi voce, or in writing, in private or in public. This- is clearly im- 
plied in the nature of a society formed for a specific end* But, granting 
an associate body a rigid right to demand a subscription to articles of faith, 
and allowing, top, that it does not amount to a tyrannical imposition, like 
those of exclusive establishments, because the candidates are at full liberty 
to stand aloof, — still the question of exjudUncf may be doubted. And, 
truly, the chief point to be cleared, is not so much what is the least embar- 
rassing mode of admission to the candkfatfy but what cs she plan most 
worthy of the good sense, the intelligent orthodoxy, and she religious zeal 
of the associates. Proceeding on the scheme of subscription, they are 
saved the trouble of thmiingt and habitually toatempktirt£ the design for 
which they are associated, and, by an intelligent companion, forming an 
estimate of the qualifications of the candidate. How Obvioms j the inference, 
that it requires neither knowledge, experience, judgwnnt, nor zeal, thus t* 



Digitized by 



Google 



HridePs Petit Rhehrkitn Franfuis. ?45 

admit a person who can bring bis mind to roirclttde, *1 believe as Dr. Abra- 
ham Taylor believed/ If this be not degi acting to the aoiltty, the penetra- 
tion, and die competency of a religious body, we are out in our calculation. 
The one mode keeps up an awakened attention to apprehend truth and its 
evidence, on both sides; the other fosters criminal supiBeoess and a super- 
stitious adherence to verbal forms, in the authors of the requisition, and in 
the candidates* either hypocrisy, or an ignorant acquiescence in die verba 
magiitriy and too often pride, the offspring of ignorance, withan unchristian 
contempt of those who do not express the 8a«e sentiments in the same 
words. The one method keeps the mind and conscience awake, makes aH 
parties attentive to the -main object, rendering them move intelligent, and 
more-zealous for troth, sincerity, and usefulness; whereas the other has a 
disect tendency to generate satisfaction in a ' form of godliness' without ao 
equal regard to its power* The one says, give «s an opportunity of 
jadgjtng whether you have thought for yourself, and how you express your 
sentiments ; the other says, can you subscribe a form drawn up ready to 
your hand? Very suitably might the latter add this concession ; We feel 
ourselves incompetent to judge respecting your case, and we would osf; 
give you the trouble of dunking ;— Ave will compromise the matter— -there 
is our creed, you sign it, and we are satisfied. * No advantage then is 
gained,' Dr. W. observes, « by tine adoption of this mode, ia ascertaining 
the qualifications of the young man. If he be otherwite proved suitable, 
this is superfluous ; if not, it is inadmissible. 9 

The easy # candid, and m as ter ly manner in which die subject is discussed 
h these letters reflects no small credit on the talents and the heart of the 
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Jt. XiX. Li jiefy Rhctorkkn FrangaU* ou Abreg6 de la ihetorique 
Francoise. A l'usage des jeunes personnes de l'un et de l'autre sexes 
avec des examples tires des raelHeurs orsteurs et poetes jnodernes. Far 
ArievHie BrieW, A. M. Cmquieme edition. iZmo„ price 6s. bound* 
Sorted and <3o.iB12. ^ ^* 

qnOGETHER with a considerable variety, this little vplwrae contains, 
on the whose* a judicious selection of rhetorical examples. Mr. Eli- 
de! lias oot aimed, at -any thing more than an exemplification of each of die 
usual divisions of rhetoric, and this object be has sufficiently and agneeably 
effected^ ; tut we apprehend that hfe might have made his arrangement mace 
bterestingand useful, by giving it a simpler and more philosophical cast. 
At page 526 there is a very singular composition, said to be a character ssf 
Heckler by himself. We do not recollect to have seen it before ; and can- 
aot help suspecting its authenticity. If, however, it be a genuine produc- 
tion, we can only say that the celebrated Bishop of Nismes must consent to 
pass for one of the most exquisite coxcombs that ever uwe <a mitre. In a 
mure edition we would recommend the exclusion of the miserable ** ana*- 
•nap dialogue" between Pauline and Polyeucte. It is to the disgrseeSf 
French criticism, that this scene is uniformly quoted as jl specimen of pea- 
feet dramatic interlocution. In our own country this cheap and paJcry 
■secies of composition has received its death-blow from the ttratatsfe 
mfcitle of Shendan. *On a different ground we would object to the*e«d- 
mmon of Ac equivocal comparaison a'un Mm evecfarww* 
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Art* XX. Misetllaneous Anecdotes* illustrative of the maimers and history 
of Europe, during the reigns of Charles II., James II., William 1I1*» 

r and Queen Anne. By James Peller Malcolm, F. S. A. 8vo. pp. 4S4. 
Longman and Co. 1 81 1 . 

r VO those who set an extraordinary value on the rakings of old neW^» 
papers, or are passionately interested in tales of miraculous eggs, mys- 
terious murders, *« sheeted ghosts," and showers of blood, this, volume 
may be recommended as a treasure. A good deal of the matter, it must 
be confessed, is rather stale, much is questionable, and more excessively 
dull; and a very judicious specimen*of the absurd, is exhibited in the at- 
ticle dated from Stockholm, p. 125." There are, however, a few interest- 
ing articles. One of the best contains the story of M. Masner, a Swiff* 
gentleman* who had made himself obnoxious to the court of France. His 
•on was treacherously seized and lodged in a French prison as an hostage 
for the father's future good conduct. M. Masner, however, made reprizafo. 
He first carried off die interpreter of the embassy, but Was afterwards 
induced to liberate him on the faith of a promise to restore his son. This 
.promise was violated, and M. Masner contrived to seize, upon the Austrian 
territory, a French prince of the blood, the grand Prior Veridosme, whom 
he kept in confinement a considerable time ; but afterwards Suffered him to 
return to France, on parole; which, as might have been expected, his 
liighness felt himself justified in breaking. The affair was not adjusted 
until a general peace. 

Art. XXL The Evil and Danger of Fickleness in Religious Opinions* A 
Sermon preached at the Rev. C. Buck's Meeting-house, near Barbican, 
April 9, 1812, before the Monthly Association of Congregational 
Churches and . Ministers, and published at their request. By John 
Leifchild. 8vo. pp. 50. Williams, Black, &c. 1812. 

TPHI8 is an excellent discourse on a very important subject. From 
Ephes. iv. 14. Mr. Leifchild takes occasion to state the nature and 
describe the characters of fickleness in religious opinions,— to represent the 
evils to which the subjects of it are exposed,— -and to point out the best se- 
curity from its influence. In commenting upon the unhappy results of this 
mental unsettledness, Mr. L. observes that it is injurious to the advance* 
•ment of piety — that it shuts out the advantages of Christian communion* 
prepares the mind for the reception of the most dangerous errors, if not f6r 
open apostacy in times of trial, and it will be contemplated at the close of 
lite with unspeakable alarm. Among the means of counteraction our 
author insists on the necessity of giving to religious concerns a fixed at* 
tention— of making the bible a leading and constant authority-— of earnestly 
imploring the divine guidance^— of endeavouring to obey the truth as far as 
it is known— and of attending diligently on divine ordinances. He con- 
cludes by appealing, in a faithful and impressive manner, to those who are 
still undecided with regard to religion, to those who blindly adhere to a 
set of opinions taken up in the first instance without due examination, to 
those who hold the truth in unrighteousness, to those in whom purity of 
principle is happily united with propriety of conduct— and to those, who 
sustaining the office of the Christian ministry, are peculiarly concerned in 
the professed object of his previous remarks. To enable our readers to 
form some opinion respecting the manner in which this outline is filled up, 
• we shall inserts short extract. 
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• 'pwre wattbe -a cHtj^tioJ* to obey the truth aifariB.it it known. 
* If any man will do his will, he/' and he only, «' shall know of the doc* 
ftjae whether it be of God." Obedience is the end to which a very large 
proportion of the inspired doctrine directly point*. Some would know for 
tJ£Qere sake of knowing; this is curiosity. Some are influenced chiefly 
Jy a wish to be esteemed learned ; this is ambition. Some eagerly antic?* 
Jntethe worldly gain they will acquire; this is avarice. Some aim to be 
edified by all they learn, and also to instruct the ignorant; this is wisdom, 
this is charity. Religion is a school of knowledge indeed, but more espe- 
cially a school of divine dispositions. Our duty in, the present state is 
lather to act than to know. 4 

< The truth of God can be effectually learned only by practising it as we 
receive it ; it is this that keeps it alive in die mind, endears it, and impresses 
as with a conviction of its divine origin. Thus, too, we are capacitated for 
attaining it is its highest degree ; and thus we shall be brought into more 
intimate communion with the « Father of lights," who delights to multiply 
his} favours where he perceives that they are cordially welcomed and dih* 
gently improved. When, therefore,, David says, " I have more under* 
tapding thai*, all my teachers," fie instantly assigns this as the reasoq, 
14 because l.tceep thy precepts." And how many consistent Christians do 
we observe in the humble walks of life, with but moderate capacities, and 
a scanty share of information, imbibing clearer and more satisfactory views 
of the plan of salvation than many of their superiors both in station and 
intellect! They show most clearly that obedience is indeed the path to know* 
ledge. Think* O man of dubious pretensions, think of that easily beset- 
tiog sin, of. that t criminal love of the world, of that promiscuous asso* 
cUuon with its deceived votaries— -these, these have darkened thine under* 
standing, and quenched thine ardour, and detained thee on a level so mucfi 
beneath the elevation to which thou mightest have aspired.' 

Art. XXII. lAnevxt Grammar of the French Language. By Dominic S^. 
Quentin, M. A. 12mo. pp. 330. Longman and Co. 1812. 

WE are disposed to think highly of this grammar. It very materially 
simplifies the laborious process of instruction in the French language, 
and clears away a good deal of that dull and oppressive detail with which 
the old elementary treatises were incumbered. Indeed we are at an utter 
loss to conceive what purpose the endless explanations and comments of 
die grammars in use twenty years ago, were intended to answer. To the 
papu they were useless, for he never learned them ; and they were unne. 
cessary to the proficient, for they afforded him no information but what he 
had more easily and more pleasantly acquired by the perusal of French 
writers. It is clear to us, that the simplest mode of instruction is the best. 
A few plain rules; the paradigms of the nouns and verbs; and a short 
series of examples, are perhaps a sufficient introduction to the reading of 
dte French classics, in which, of course, all the varieties and all the anoma- 
lies of composition are to be found. We would suggest to Mr. St. Quen- 
ttn the expediency of entirely separating the compound tenses from the 
verb; of conjugating the simple tenses in the usual succession ; and of il- 
lustrating the construction of the compound tenses by a distinct set of rules 
twi examples. 
VoZTVjH, 3Q 
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tttfal s&Mls Wfce wound, ihe a#h. la the generic deserfl^tfri, ^ iSg^it 
diet lie h*««&eeff tetfefied with fcehtifctttav'mdi misdeed sette tor the 
ttsceat specie*^ *&* uUkMAstbtf cotfoimds «tbe ^fefrsf! getter* ef if rkmim&ph 
tortbtoMltekstei* The dfe*toc«ve cbftrtfcter **f the Natotitoe cfefisitfts* wfc 
tifl>ft?he*4,iB eftefrraceesafre *ev$*u*io>nof tfteajiinrf foctfleW ttiidtelice^ 
ing'^e IforttoeY, whereas m the A c mmodite8aU the tevotta^*?^ Visible. ' 
<■ While we jwiyitHe tribute of deserved apftfobetiofl ^ f*-. SoWerh^ 
pencil* we caikfct but observed tie to lar Ibmbem^eq^lJ^ftrJittdie 
tltte of lih^tf;' lite language beihg too fr^ueotly e>ttWme1y fcacttfiflfc 
The value of the^resent work wotaldbe ye^coii»lo^^elA(!^ed, 5f ttft 
observations were conveyed hi "ft style cQUftixOxftftt^'Or fine .CfQgiiSn ootaoyytn 
which ourfluthor enjoyed the adWn&gt ,of Dr* $iw& , t.:Wfe&ant# *'We;*« 
however willing to accept of it, |hough deficient if (ft* .qfrfia^ftt #f > dress; 
and hope it will meet with that encouragement which it deserves," afidj* 
extended to embrace all the British species of fossil sfcells. l . Jl ** t , 

Art. XXIV, 73* Phitostyhicul WmArm* or, the History rof die Roma* 
Tribune* artd the Priestess of MioervA; exhibiting thericiatitndes; tkafc 
diversify the Fortunes of Nations asdJbd?vtdii*fc. By John Jkgfeadi 
pp. 286 price 6s./ Xoogmao a»d Co. t8H. ., ' • ., v., i ,.j- r 

TT is ad unfortunate circumstance ¥br Mr, Bigfand, that lie-to*,' fo'thfe 
rather dall, and by no means well written performa^j^e^fertly^iAei 
«tan imitation of fJhe elegant, though simple tale, 'Hki y&^rfdi cdttip&fc- 
lion of Rasselas. Mr. ft's plot n sufficieady inartificial -and hfe moralit^ 
*we believe, unc^ecttombie, but heidter the foe n^thebwier can atofeefbr 
the entire hbsehce of interest from his ^history/* • Heittferrris his reader! 
that,' the vicissitude* of life ait various, and ^affie all-httmah ftfreaifcht/ 
that ' he that is to day in the^rtghest degreyt>f exultattorr,' may, t^mortowi 
be in the niofct pittebJe Hate*of depression, 'and that <a jserfect jesigfcatiOtfriJ 
Pfovktertc^eOn*^ W'flOt Certainly byttoe 

repetition of such trite truism s as these, that any one can fairly hope to rival 
the weight, energy, and originality of Dr. Johnson's phUosc^ttoalroniaiice. 
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TtidHiatoajraf 9es*a Wtftsaisav ayi 
Siraiohard eo*fHua«^JB*tt^w ow* 
ctsspks* in tare^aafcfcajl p«daVFtf*l** 
(kineavaaeall, ana'EejaateaalGuiaaaa/* 
lafgepapetey jartiaaBfai u/s^fosaietidrd 

ei*eut*liby$a«J*y angary, ibfttfceftd 
best manner, among .naictt) ara*iaistoil 
NsftBffef;XaaieVta^*ity^iiftsp Piasst'of 
Gatiftf -firmr actual Buraft fertjstoaei 
Mfcteant# Bavwo^t aiui ta*»? odeeVniaJj 
aaAaestn IHaae aaaY^few* aft Stone* 
hmywaaxl ita:Bnvm>a*i Tbeahj^ past/ 
is read v for delivery. . . r .e.l . 

TkRW. Was* *ea*et*!ha* *n>the 
pte* an improved adirkw o£ htofosay 
Withe Gospel Diaaasttatiom; .V »; * 

TfaeJtevw Ttomae<£aflles<Js preparing 
fo*tBepr£ss* . ia as* octavo* vobimto, Me*' ' 
BtiiSdf thfllift aucT Ministry of than 
late Bev. Tfeonmr Spencer, , of Livar-f 
pool; iucluding occasional extraettv 
famaftpapera, aao» - 

Spacta Bardy* J&KwUI shortly pa**" 
lahurnew edition,* in twov eataaof vet* 
lames, of 4he Memoir* «f tba Life 06 
JanawCairitiaW, Earl of Gharlemorlt. 
'Ifrfe&tepfceaa is preparing^ Life of 
taelateJoha H6r*a Tpate; .nilh whoa*/ 
ha bred in* eansideraMe iatsmaeyfor 
&$&y yearaj, asseV a*a keen fupriihad' 
with several important documents^ Isy 
h.s executrix. 

Mn Henry Mill i a pr e p ar ing a G ene* 
alogical Account of the Barclays of 

itcluding Memoirs of Colonel de Barclay 
and his son Robert Barclay, author of 
tar i Apology, *ith farters* that passe* ' 
aBtaMhim aad«th^Dukiet>r Ybrfr,afi- 
leaser* JataecH. andfotH*i»d?st*^uhhed / 

Mr. B. H. Smart U jrfepaitar ^ 
the press a small school book, by which 
teachers will be* etftdtfetf t!o prevent or 
i*ao>e : all defeat* «r» uteratio* and 
train youag persona, systematically, to- M 
atisiieat^Meiblai *a* aattenpttafco- 



flWa>t*J J* tettico, DJ 9. aasaar'o*' 
*' Letters on a Tour in Sbotlaad **«**> 



^'ImaWftallty'-o^theSoWt tVaasttrte* 
fiwav Ji<<H. BrOwBfcj tis^f Sfa; ; ti** J W 
tbaptee* *' smdr volume^* ItoleiP 
fa* tfte%re*fte;» ft? esiefcPtff whic%«ls« 
applied a 1 series of mftral'tiifeea? * Se4u<* 
ttow^f w^t<ht«be's1Sua»l l prev4dusiy«^ 
any communication of the answers aa*l 
neattdt te Infected 11 as* dfa el&rSlteo* t&e 
taleritttt)* ftiv^tf^^tt^aW reasoatafe* 
fop tbetlfbt^ of* b*hYsteaWaVa^rope¥> 
ase : with ail introduAloti to* tHtP wo*V 
tettewnfc th* nvethod' bf*tafe attd otfier 
et**ftst& oa*tne*fr Tables, wttWner atf 
tn«'iamiiy' lr«yi«e} <fr m thtf^maWrW' 
classes of aetteolsi arid aearfettrWsl > I«f 
will be dedicated, by permission, 'to tie* 
»l*Wlifc>ries# of De%latf atta^tnydes- 

da**V • • t,; ?-.-:• ' -k ,-.-• -T 

tlna«sw*day»wn1 be pfcbHsfleeT, by* 
Cotasigttr an* <& »pbrtrai€<of tae^Rjght^ 
Hoa. »pencw PercWat; ^na^¥e3' b^^ 
A. Cafdon from af MraltttUrWy i^irrted 
ii^Ae^ear 1790, ia* tfce possttlsldh of 1 
Mrt.liercaWU ' ' '-^ ' ; * 

To be published m* a fe*&&t1fe t 
AtHAial r%1steryor a View of tWNft- 
toty^ Pontics" and? Literatute, for r the'- 
yaa* 1«04» being the fourth votwhie 'of « 
New Series. ,,: ' •• 

' tn p^^rattea, th*«e*oad^eHid*e-ar 
theOrisjia* ^rtfgress, and Pr^frt Pric-^ 
tR^Tof theiBa«kTupt^aw,4j>Mh^^Bng«- ; 
land and in Ireland. By Edward Chris- 
t ians of Q ray Vl i iu; ' Esq. B a rrister at 
Law, a Commissioner of Bankrupt, the 
Dmfin fitfeaor^LiaLVaaf BB#A 
land, &c. ice. The first volume of this 
work already published, price 12s t epp- 
taias'air the-fengnsh- WrtficfSifpT Statute^ 
to^o* l)ta,Georgw.tlie Tti*&y ttiada- 
ciaad eases aat ias^ad -aim aanexaAia tfca** 
notes- to each section; to whrch they are' i 
reaaaaaea/ whls the^afibo^sdoaavvAOeaa - 
uaass aaca case The saeand votanfa^ 
wiU;catttasn^aU Una UhW ana\:thatfe*1 
m>iaiotf<Bna^k>^asa1tiapt'Sta*aaes,wtaaA 
General Orders of the .QkaaJselleeytCK 
which will be subioined Notes, referring 
to every material ti&dtsldu in Bank- 
rua|#|ri| vftrutaata'. wUPodfaAaa* saa 
o^f^uielulpjrwwfcntj,, aaaV#cbpiduio 
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Index to the whole. The twfrftffmnes 
ere intruded to form a cxmipasft .System 
«f the Bankrupt Law, incusing both 
Theory and Practice. 

Heury Meredith, Esq. Governor of 
Winnebah Fori, will shortly publish 
an Account of the Gold Coast of Africa, 
led of the Mariner*, &c. of the Na- 
tives. * '• « 

A work is in the press entitled, An- 
cient Lore,- containing, a selection of 
aphorittical and preceptive, passages,, 
on interesting' and important subjects, 
from the works of eminent English 
authors of the sixteenth and. seven-, 
teenth centuries, with a preface and . 
remarks. 

. Mr. John Brady will shortly publish. 
a* compendious Analysis of the Calen- 
dar, illustrated by ecclesiastical, his- 
torical ana' classical anecdotes. 

The Rev. Alex. Smith, of Keith Hall, 
has in the press a translation of Michae* 
ish celebrated work on the Mosaic Law, 
in two parts, the first of which will soon 

The Report of the. Sunday School 
Union, as delivered at the public break- 
fast of the Teachers and Friends of 
Sunday Schools, held at the New Lpo* 
don Tavern, CJieepside, on the 13th 
of May last j including interesting cor- 
respondence, and the speeches which 
were delivered on the occasion, will be . 
ready shortly. Price Is. 

.To be j published in a few days, the . 
Frolics of the Sphy nx ; or, an entirely 
original Collection of Charades, Riddles 
*nd Conundrums. 

About the- middle of the month will 
be published, Witenham-Hill, a des- 
criptive Poem, with Notes, by the late 



JM of W*fki4*ehJty publish* d. 



Rev. T. P en tycr o ss , M. A* E«el»r ef 
SL Maty, WaJUegford. 

Ih the press, and to be published in 
a lew days, dedicated to the Prince Re- 
gent, Sixtsttetet^twe iCsrenmof Ta- 
vistock, a Reform of the Commons 
House of Parliament; discussing tbe 
best mode' of unitHfg Policy with Prin- 
ciple. By John Cartwright, Esq. 

Holy Biography; or, the Saint's Ca- 
lendar; with a abort Account of the 
Moveable Feasts and Fasts observed tn 
the Chareh of England, in Question nasi 
Answer. Intended for the use«nd in- 
struction of young persons, both in pub- 
lic and private education, wiU speestilw 
be published by a Clergyman of the 
Established Church. ' 

James Fayting Gyles, Esq. will shortly 
publish an Outline of Arguments for 
the Authenticity of the New Testament, * 
with a short Aobouat of the Ancient 
Versions, and some of the principal 
Manuscripts. 

The Rev. T; Ktdd has in the press a 
volume of Sermons intended for Family 
and Village Instruction. 

The Rev. Br. Draper proposes to pub- 
lish, in three octavo volumes, Lectures 
on the Collects of the Church of Eng- 
land, delivered in Camden chapel, Cam> 
berwell. 

It is intended, as soon as possible, to . 
publish a History of Wallingford, from 
the earliest times. Persons having au- 
thentic documents relating thereto, will 
greatly oblige the editor, by communi- 
cating' them to him; under cover to 
Mr. J. Bradford, Wallingford; the 
greatest care will be taken of. them, 
and they will be returned immediately, 
if required. 



A*t. XXVI. LIST OF WORKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 



ACrfttCUtTUat AJtt> RURAL 2C0N0MV. 

-Bints for the formation of Gardens 
and Villa Grounds j containing nearly 
100 Plans for laying out Flower, Fruit, 
and Kitchen Gardens, Pleasure Grounds, 
&c &c. in various styles of rural em* 
bellishmens. With plates, 4to» 21. 8r. 
A few copies, with the plates coloured, 
price 31. 13s, 6d. 

SlOeftAPIY. 

An Aceoontof the Life and Writings 
of Lord Chancellor Somen, iacfedmg 



Remarks on the Public Affairs in which * 
be was engaged, and the Bill of Rights; 
with a Comment by Henry Maddocjc, • 
Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister at Law, 
4ta K ails.6U i 



,A Key to the Orders in Council. 8vo. 
6d. 

.AUrttertVem a Calm Observer to a 
Noble Lord, on the subject of the late 
Declaration, relative to the Orders In 
Council. Is. 6<L . . 
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•The History of European Cdtnmetee ■ 
with India. To wfachife subjoined, a » 
Review, of theAr^me*^ for and against ■ 
the Trade with lata; and the Mabege- 
ment of it by a chartered Company, 
with an Appendix of authentic Accounts, 
By David Maepherson, Author of the 
Aaaafts of Commerce, fee. 4to. with a 
Map, 11.16s. . 

The Right of every British Merchant 
to trade within the geographical limits, 
defined by the Chatter of the Bast-tana 
Cethpainy, vindicated^ with important 
and hitJwrto unpublished documents, pe- . 
cuiaaiiy applicable to the question of a 
modified open trade toChina. By Tho- 
mas Lee. 8s. 6d. 

Substance of the Speech of Handle 
Jackson, Esq. delivered at a General 
Court of Proprietors of Cast. India 
Stock, on Tuesday, Mays 5, 18 W; upon 
the subject of the Negociatton with his 
Majesty's Ministers for a Prolongation 
of the Term of the Company's exclusive 
Charter. Printed by detire of the Ge- • 
neral Court. 2s. 

snycATioii. 

C. Con^* Tacit opera. Recognovit 
emenda^ supgriementis explevit, uotis, ' 
dissertatitfnlbu^ illustrayit G. Brotier. 
5 sola. Sve. 4A. 4s. royal 8 vo. 61. 6sl 

A Geographical Exercise Book, de- . 
signed for the use of schools and pr.vate 
Mm l:e*. Bjr C. Robertson, 3s. 4 

3f'Heory^s New Spanish Grammar, 
l£<no. 2%. •»..•• 

rtHt aits. 

Foreign Scenery. A Series of Views 
•T Picturesque and Romantic Scenery, 
ia Madeira, the Cape of Good Hope, ' 
Timor, China, Prince of Wales' Island, 
Bombay, Mahratta Country, St. Helena 
and Jamaica ; from Drawings made in 
those Countries. By William Westa 11. 
Part 11. containing Three Views in the 
Island of Madeira, with .Descriptive Ac* 
eooats in English and French. 10s. 6d. 

■ ISTOftY* 

The Annual Register; or a Vfew of 
Che History,. Politics, and Literature of 
the Year 1810. 8vo. 16s. 

A Chronological Abridgment of the 
History of Great Britain: with Genea- 
logical and PotitfcaJ Tables. By A. P. 
Bertram! de MoleviHe, late Minister in 
France under the Reign of Lewis XVI. 
Dedicated, by permission, to the Prince 
Regent 4 fwJt. 9TO.JH .10«. 



snanrairosNot. 



A Vindication of the Law of England, 
shewing that r the levying of, Distress for * 
Rent, by Middle-men, or Derivative , 
Landlords, is illegal; that in Leland, 
such persons levying distress are rt fe- 
lons attainted," in the words of an Act 
passed, and now existing, for the express 
protection of the Tenautry, By H. 
ODedy, Esq: of Lincoln's Iun, Barris- ' 
ter at Law. 3s. 6d. 

A Digest of the Law respecting County 
Elections, from the issuing of the writ 
to its return; containing the duty and 
authority of the High Sheriff, the mode 
of proceeding at County Elections, and 
the qualifications, and personal and other 
disqualifications of voters. By Samuel 
Heywood, Serjeant at Law. The se- 
cond edition, corrected and enlarged. 
8vo. lL boards. 

An Answer to a Legal Argument on 
the Toleration Act, shewing that the 
Court of Quarter Sessions have a Judi- 
cial Function, ai to the Administration 
of Oaths to Persons offering themselves 
for Qualification as Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers. By a Barrister of the Tern- ' 
ph»: is. 6d: ' 

A Practical Treatise on the Law re- 
lativeto Apprentices and Journeymen, 
and to exercising Trades. By J. Chitty, 
Esa. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

A Treatise oh Pleading, containing a , 
Practical View of Pleading, with a co- 
pfoos Selection of Precedents for the 
use of Professional Gentlemen, whether 
practising in Town or Country, either 
as Barristers, Pleaders, or Attorneys. 
Second Edition, greatly enlarged and 
improved. By Joseph" Chitty, Esq. 2 
vols, royal 8vo. 31. 3s. 

A Practical Treatise on Bills of Ex- 
change and Promissory Notes, &c. with \ 
Observations on the Pnoof, &c. : of Bills 
artd Notes, in case of Bankruptcy. 
Fourth Edition, greatly enlarged aud 
improved. By Joseph Chitty, Esq. 
8vo. 15s. 

An Abridgement of Penal Statutes, * 
which exhibits, at one view, the offences, 
and- the punishments or penalites in con- 
sequence of those offences, the mode of 
recovering, and application of the pe- 
nalties; the number of witnesses, and 
- the Jurisdiction necessary to the several 
convictions, and the chapters and'see- ' 
tions of the enacting statutes ; to which .* 
are subjoined* a variety of adjudged ' 
cases. The fourth edition, with addi- l 
] tions. By Sir Wtllam Addirffctdfi, Krit.. 
late one of the magistrates of the public/ * 
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and Under sheriff ; sowing the powers 
and duties of those officers, fee — - Also* 



I 
John Bellingham. Taken in short hand 
by Thomas Hodgson. 

Singular and. Important Trial, in an 
Action for Debt between, tbe- RU Hon. 
C. J. Fox, Plaintiff; and John dome 
Tooke, Esq., Oofend4ot» H$d. 4s. 



Au Explanation of the Causes why 
Vaccination has sometimes failed to 
prevent Small Pox ; an d> also a descrip* 
tu>n of a method, confirmed, by expe- 
rience of obviating such causes. By 
1 E^wsrd Lease, of the Rqyel College of 
Surgeons, one of the Counsel of the Me? 
d'fcal Society of London, and IqocuUtor 
at. the Mary^le-bpna Station of the Na- 
tional Vaccine Establishment &*q. 2s>> 
6d. 

Trananctieu&.of a. Society for the Im* 
prove,m.ent of* Medical and Surajcei 
Knowledge. The Papers in this volume, 
axe by Or. Beillie, Dt. ?laoe, Mr- 
Brande, Mr. Brodie, Dr. Bucban, Dr. 
Clarke, Mr. Clarke, Dr. Denbam, Mr. 
Home* Mr, Macg reger , Dr. NooU, Dr. 
Store*. Dr.* Wells, and Mr. Wdsou, 
IUuaftrated with. PJates* Vol. 111. Svo, 
14* 

Pbannacologia;, o»i the. History., of. 
Ba^d|e^^shf^u^ ; m <*4er teanabl* 



tbrpfaxrittonertO' prtstvihei tfatnt wttfc 
eSceey and. el«ganoe,. aal to« diastasis ' 
them^thaeouraeyv Qa^JetoAyrteevl 
Pasisv Jft/B. WiJUk Iteael ta.. 



,.. .- MsawMWova*. 

. The) Journeyman' OarperrterV sma 11 
JoinerV Book- of Prteee ft>r Task Wot* ' 
labour only, carefully revised' a* nd 1 tori' 
. reWad^im'to^tJWipltesH* tit**, 1911. 
, By William Amdall, measurer; ffs. 6H.' 

The ease of Richard Grave* of the* 
IUyal^vy,who^8»}po«s«d l o^nky^Lt>r* ' 
Spencer, in the promotion of #afr <WBet rs< 
in January, ISO 1, ade'reesed ito hkbtow 
ther orffiders,and the> servteeiu' general.' 
2s. 6d. ! i. 

'the- Bioscope r or Bial of 1Mb - eav 
plaiaed: to which ig>adtlee), a*T*bns1atkfti 
of' St; PauJinus' Epistle to Celaatia,' on 
the rule, of Christian Life j aad an Bte- 
mentaryView of QefteralJ GfeiWieJogy', 
with a perpetual' solar aadHunar caw 
lender, and an explanatory- plate, done 1 
up Ht a* separata easf; » Bv the Author 
of a Christian's Survey, Ac Saw 8»*o; 
12s. 

Popular Opinions.; er stiBicture of Real 
Life ; exhibited in a Dialogue between a. 
Scotch Farmer and a Weaker, &c fcc, 
- To which is added, an Epistle from the 
Farmer to Elizabeth Hamilton, Author 
of the Cottagers of Gleonurnie, in Sco- v 
tish verse, 8vo. 3a, 

An Inquiry into the Mbrn.1 Tendency 
of Methodism and Evangelical Preach- ' 
ing. By William Burns. The second^ , 
part 8vo. 4s. 

Remarks oo some Poplar Principles 
and Notions; humbly addressed to bin 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, by 
the Rev. Josiah Thomas, Ml A. Rector 
of Street Cum Walton, Somerset, an<$ 
one of liis Majesty's Chaplains i*. OrdT- 
nary. 8vo. 6s. 

The West Indians defended against / 
the accusations of their CalUmpiators $ . ' 
or Facts versus Prejudices. By a Oeni- * 
tleman , 8i*x 2s. 6d, 

The Friend ; a Series of Essays BJr 
S. T. Coleridge, Esq. royal 8vo. 18s. 

Calamities of AaihoVr, including soma 
Inquiries' respactHig> tbejr • tt*#et «ajd 
literary Qba/aeters, By the A**at etf 
Curiosities of Literatura>^Mn D'kiaajli^ t 
2j«J. post***. 16a* 

The fling: «• DiaiielisaaoDatftnv Tbj|l 
Speech of J(*n Brmc* Smith* Safe 
Barrister at Law. in heMtf of the Jtefcew: 
dent, in Mitigate* of itaiisjsmtrjfc, -be- 
fore the Court of Kwe/» B*«9bv «* 
Westminster,. a* TSfcujtia JW AsjrjJr ZfrJ 
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HIS., y*ken>tftsh&riheM>w&hlfotes 
**mr*ct> torn Paintfa Ageof Reason* 
pit III. Md fcU Bmy on Breams, 3i. 

A Private Letter, addressed*) the Rt 
Rev. Dr. P«0fteus,the late Lord Bishop 
of Lsadoa, to propose a plan, flrfbieh 
might giv* ft good Education fee oU.tko 
poor Children In KngUnd,<at a moderate 
ftpaaee, . Printed at bit I*rdahip*rde* 
are. By John Haygarth, M. D. FJL& 
and F.A.S* Ed. lee. To which ate an- 
nexed, Private Letters on this Subject* 
from the late Lord Bishop of London, 
and the Lord Bishop of Bangoe, pub. 
fished with pefmisskm of their I*n*> 
ships ; and sVota other ostsfepondenta. 
A new edition Ssi)6di 
■ A Letter from a Ctatgymws, to the 
Common Connoll of this City of Leaden, 
etiefly jm the Bin of Schism. J s. *3d. 

Letters to the' Ssght Issttoerabie Sir 
William Drsmmsond, isolating to his 
Qbserratten»en|sa**of the Old TestaV 
teen*, inhi* reeeat worfc entitled *« CBdi*. 
pas Judaicse.". B?:Gfefti*e IFOytey, 
B. B. Fettow of Gorpns Christ*, .Cam- 
bridge* and Chiiasssm.AdwjcatB in'lbat 
Ifertexajfcy.Ss. fid. 

Schools for Ml, in ^ooferenee to 
Schools for Charchnson only ; or tbh 
State of Che Controversy bmwaeh the 
Advocates** the Laaesstcrisn System 
of Vnitersai E&icsfkto, and those who 
have oat ftp.&n exclusive and partial 
systesje smder the natne of the Church 
fssdDe\SehV2s, 

The Koran ; commonly called the Al- 
eecaft of Mohammad : . translated from 
too Original Arabic. With explanatory 
Note*, taken irofia the most approved 
CbmaJeotatova. To which is prefixed, 
a preliminary Discourse.* By George 
Sate; .Gent. : Ne* edition. S vols. 8vo. 
11.4s. . 

An Essay ton Barfect intonation. With 
forty Plates. By the Rev. Henry Listoo, 
Minister «ef Bce a asmaohan, Linlithgow* 
ahiro, suasi lawntor bf the Buharmoaib 
Organ, royal 4to. 11.5s. ' 

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Votaries 
of Tales of Fashionable- Life. By Misi 
Edgeworth. 12mo. 11. Is. 

Cursory Remarks, occasioned by the 
late Horrible Assassination of the Right 
Hon. Speucer Perceval. Is. 

The Substance of a Conversation with 
John Bellingham, the Assassin of the 
late Righ* Hew ^n\ferJPerl*evaV oh' 
Sunday, May 17, 18 12, ttafoy previous 
to his Executions Jtytefher with .some 
General Remarks. By Daniel Wilson, 
A. M. Minister of St. John's Chapel, 



Bedford Row 5 . and Vibe^Ptinwfpel 4f 
St Bdmund Hall, Oxford. Ss. 

A Tribuie totha Memory of she Right 
Hoa. Speneer Perceval. ByaMend. 
Handsomely printed in quarto, wftdb 
bhfee ejp*£rn*e engrariagW, 3s. sawed. 



• Hypocrisy j a'SattrieM -Poem, With 
oepios* Notes and Anecdotes, tWtisa) 
Historical and MostmH-e. fcftlrelteY. 
a Cotton, M. A. Mm#«f Rmg>s Cot- 
lege, Cambridge, Svo. 1*8. 

The Country Paste* ; or *nra! Phi- 
lanthropists afoem, w^heplate. By 
William Hoiloway. sm.ftto. 3*. 

Enchiridion Clerics m ; or the Prea* 
efaev^Goidttt a Satirical Poem ; fern. 6s. 

Poems and Transtetfahs. fcy Regi. 
said Hehor, A. tf> ; em. 8vo. vs. boards. 

IHMlTJfcaU , 

BocomentstottSCertaththeSentTchenla 
of British Catholics in former Agei, res^ 
pecting the Power of the Popes. 'By 
the Rev. J. Lingard, author of the 
" Aritieutth* of the Anglo-Saxon 
fj*nrcb> 2s. fld. . 

Familiar Letters on thecal Argument 
PecdHar to the Question of Cathoti* 
Emancipation. Addressed to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of ftohOughinore. By 
Peter Moore, Esq; H. *. 5s. 

An Inquiry into the Progressive Value' 
s of 'Mtoiey, as marked by the Price of 
Agricultural Products; wtth Observa- 
tions upon Sir George ShuclctnjrgVs 
Table, deducted from a variety of Autbo* 
rides not before collected, proving the 
Non-Depreciation of Paper! Published; 
in the Annats of Agriculture, No. £70, 
June 1, 1812. By Arthur Young, Esq, 
F.R.S.;3s.6d. 

The Letters of Vetus, from Starch 
10,toMayW,lSt2.; 3s. 

The Authentic Correspondence and 
Documents, explaining, toe Pro£eedihgs> 
of the Marquis tfellesley and o| the 
ltarl of Morra, in the Recent ^egocie- 
tions for the formation of an Afmini* 
fltratidn ; 3s. 6d. 

A Letter to HH Hoyal Highness the 
Prince Regent. By a Country Gentle- 
.man,; Is. 

An Effort to save his Country. By a 
British Islander^ 8a« 6d. 

• • ^ " ■* ^rJaoioor.'* 

iaifti founded oa Reason ; or a Ra- 
Hduat Christian's Profession of Faith ; 
being a Summary of Christian Doctrine, 
extracted from the Exposition of the 
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ApoatleVCreed.7 By*he Rt.Ttfv. John 
Pearson, D.D.f i£rd*Qibti6p of Chester*. 
To which is added; a Creed of. Christian 
Evidences. By. the 0isbop<of St; David $ 
Is. 

Contemplationsof aaAncieot; Laymatt 
on the Christian System, and the Neces- 
stty of its forming -a Ptrt in Education, 
Public or Private.,; ia:arSe/t«*f of Obser- 
vations 5 drawn from various' Eminent 
Writers of the preceding; Cauteries* mrid 
interspersed with Qrigrnal '. RefiexienS, 
suited to the present, Times : designed 
Pm the. Use , and Instruction \ of ,'|the 
Younger Braqches.of a Private Family,^ 
and how first offered -to the Public, By 
Joseph Bradney, Escj.; snv 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
" 'the Case of the Heathen compared 
with that of those who enjoy the Blessings 
of theGospel: a Charge. tp ( the Clergy 
of the Archdeaconry o£ St. Alban. By 
J. J. H. Pott, A: M. Prebendary of Lin- 
coln, and Archdeacon of. St. Alban. 4to. 
*s-6d. .. :; '., 

A Sermon preached before the Hon. 
Society of Lincoln's Inn, 1 3 i&t May* 
1 8 1 2. on the occasion of th^assassiqa^ioo 
of ' the ftignt Hon. Spencer PerJc^veJ) 
J5y W. Van Mildert, A.M. Preacher to 
the Society and Rector of St. #pry le 



The Beneficial influence of Christie* 
fikyoh t*e:Cha'ract^r laed Conxion of 
the -Female «e«cj *«erttt©n pmactedat 
the Rer.<Pk Rees* :Mdetitfg4xn**i Jfewin- . 
street, Aldersga«e*jtf**t/>on Wedresd** 
April 8,:1812, in Behalf <of the' Sowe^r 
foK tUe fteliet <rf Necesjftt*ts>WicU»w»*ett' 
Fatherless Ghildnen of Protestant T#s* 
sentihg Ministers* By Robert Aeptand « 
f$.'6di ." .' ,i-i w • .-".: r. «•* l 'l • • - 
..Letters that have latefyi appeared in 
the Oxford > and Cambridge 'Papers* 
under different Signatured, ou'the'Crusada 
of . tlve Nineteenth* Century j! etrifedted 
and re-published, and- addressed to 4h» 
Rl. Hon. Lord GrenviLle, Chancellor «f 
the University of Odfbrd, and *V* 
Christians, residing in. the Counties' of 
,0*ford; Gloucester, Warwick, North* 
ampton, Buckingham and Berks. By - 
Peteh the Hermit ; Svo;.****' * • <• •*' 
* Six Brief j Letters, occasioned by the 
Institution of an Auxiliary British end 
Foreign Bible Society at • Chelmsford 
£sflex,March.83, 1812; 8vo. W. ', * 
-. ALettettotheHt. Hob.N. Va'usUtari, ■" 
M^P. . Being ^ aji.a nfa w er to>a; Second 
Letter on the British. and Foreign B^l* 
Society ; and at' the same time, an 
A nswersto whatever is Argumentative 
in other Bemphlets .which have 'been, 
lately written to the 7 same parpotae. ^ 
Herbert Marsh, D.D. F. R. S. Margaret 
Professor of Divinity in Cambridge ; 2s> 
« Speeches delivered at the Second An- 
niversary Meeting oil the Leicester,. , 
Auxiliary Bible Society," 13lh April, 
1812, by the Hon. and Rev. Henry 
Ryder, the Rev. -Thomas Rbbinsob>th* 
Rev. Robert Halt, and vthe . Reel , Ad ley 
JMacauJay.i— Published tar the benefit 
of the Society. ; la, '. '* ■ . . • = ' 

... The Suhgtance of the Speech. >oC4W 
Rev. T. G sborne, M.A. on April- 8tb$ 
ISIS, in the CcsJuty Heilr at#UdtW r at 
a Meeting Convened for the purpose of 
forming a.Sfaffordahire Auxiliary. Bible 
Society i-rBubhehed by Tparticeler b> 
sire; Is. . ~ ; J .» .•'.-' ^ - ^ 
, Fawceu'a devotional Family BrWa, % 
*ote»4t0. 51. .5s* * •'•• '.» 



. I Jj. : . '« i. V 

P v i*65, Jine 28, fur a high degree not only of npd not.Qidy . 
p. 676", ljne 11 % for. attentiop f^d affectioe+ l: -,(•/•?' / 
p. 681 ; line 8 from b^ttpm/or appears ^esBj^-ssapeajr^ u : n»a 
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Art t The IM.ofJhe Right Rev. BeJby Poftm, D. D. late Bhhojl 
of London. %j the Re,v. Robert Hodgson, A. M.. F. R* S. Rector 
or St. George's* Hanover Square, and one of the Chaplain^ in Ordinary 
to Iris Majesty*, firo. pp. 319. Price 7s. Cadeli and Pavies. 1811. 

r THE contemplation of so eminent a pattern of excellence, as 
•* it is the aim of the performance before us to delineate, 
must bte ranked among the most interesting and improving of 
human enjoyments, ^drth so fervent and'unifbrm, united to 
talents so cultivated, and accomplishments so fascinating,— ho- 
flouted with station, and affluence, and authority— ^recommend- 
ing our religion, enriching our literature, and adorning and 
Signifying even the most elevated institutions of our nation^ 
presents indeed a noble and animating spectacle, amidst 
the disheartening scenes which on every side surround us. 
By 6very Irian of right feelings, it must be viewed with reve- 
wSwseand' affectiori; arYd we are anxious, for our own parf, 
floHrfo leave the picture enchased; with all its valuable instruc- 
tion, withta the heart of eytfry 1 individual who mfcy distinguish 
Wrptfges with hife notice. ' ' 

' Mr7H6d f gs6n*s riiodel in composition has evidently been 
Wi patrori's ' Review* of Seeker. Itis arrangement is chrono- 
logieal. In the narrative there is no want of perspicuity ; and 
bkremarks and reflections are usually marked With good sense, 
fils-long habits of familiar friendship with the departed pre- 
lite, gave him peculiar means of intimate observation arid of 
accurate Judgement; dndfrom his close family alliance, he has 
possessed complete access to the most authentic and ample 
private sources of intelligence and illustration. Mr. H* 
slightly .. sketches the prelate's ancestry and education; enu- 
merates the situations and offices in which h& employed his • 
protracted life ; relates the occasions and the characters of his 
several publications, and of the various political measures, 
which, at different times, he recommended or opposed ; and then 
proceeds to adduce some official, arid disclose soriiesecret deeds, 
which hiore directly exemplified the principles, and embodied 
&6 qualities, of his mind and heart. 
YOU Vltt / 3 R 
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We cannot but notice, however, some serious defects in tbe 
course of the work. We are told enough of the Bishop as a 
peer, and enough of him as a bishop, — if a bishop mean nothing 
more than an ecclesiastical governor : but to learn the history 
of his studies, the progress of his mental powers, his habits of 
composition, or his domestic modes of amusement and relaxa- 
tion, must be here a hopeless attempt. In short, the public 
wish to know, and from a nephew of the Bishop's have a right 
. to expect, much more respecting his private life and conduct 
than Mr. Hodgson has thought proper to furnish. 

Bishop Porteus was born at York, on the 3d of May, 1131, 
the youngest but one of nineteen children. His" parents were 
both natives of Virginia, in North America, and respectively 
descended from good families emigrated from Britain. His 
father, born to what was there considered an independent for- 
tune, followed no profession, but lived upon his estate, in af- 
fluence and tranquillity, till 1720; when, induced as well by 
declining health, as by the desire of procuring for his children 
a better education, he removed to England, and fixed his resi- 
dence in York. Owing to the negligence or dishonesty of his 
foreign agents, this removal was succeeded by very consider- 
able injury to his fortune ; but he happily accomplished the 
object first in his ambition,, and this rewarded every sacrifice, 
and amply atoned for 'jail disquietude. 

Having attended school at York till he was thirteen years of 
age, and afterwards passed a considerable time in a respectable 
seminary at Ripppn, young Porteus was sent to Cambridge, 
where, under the judicious superintendance of an elder bro- 
ther, he was admitted * sizer at Christ's College. While 
under-eraduate, his attention was directed, mainly, to matbe- 
maticalpursurts; and he proved his industry and talent, by 
taking tbe station of tenth wrangler, among the honorary de- 
grees of his year. Becoming bachelor of arts, .in 1752, he 
carried off the second gold medal for classical eminence, on 
the first occasion of their adjudgement, upon the election of the 
Duke of Newcastle to the chancellorship. In the spring of .the 
same year he was chosen fellow of bis college, and from that 
time resided in Cambridge*. He has often declared this to 
have been one of the happiest periods in his life ; being placed 
precisely in the situation which he most wished and Wanted, 
with leisure, means, and motives to prosecute those studies 
which were best suited to his disposition, and amidst congenial 
associates, on whom his heart and understanding could alike) 
repose. 

From these auiet enjoyments, however, he was soon sum* 
xnoned into Yorkshire, by the sudden death of bis mother. 
Mr. Gray, in bis elegant Letters, reminds his correspondent, 
pith a simple tenderness that we have always felt indescribably 
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effecting, that he never could have but one mother. Dr. P. kneW 
the forte of the admirable poef s expression, and was over- 
whelmed with filial grief-, b\it l religious consolations upheld 
Bis soul, and (he merciful hand of time imperceptibly mel- 
lowed and removed his sorrdw. ' In his absence,, his friends had 
been soliciting for hiiti the office of esquire beadle, in the col- 
lege, which at length they procured. His turn of mind made 
him averse to the acceptance of it; yet he complied, to honour' 
the flattering exertions of bis companions, and to relieve his; 
father from further expence. He retained this situation only 
two years ; deterinifting to supply every consequent deficiency 
in his income, by taking a few wealthy pupils under his pri- 
vate care and instruction. These, from his acknowledged 
abilities and established Character, he readily obtained ; and in 
this sphere of interesting duty he laid the foundation of 
several pleasing and honourable connections. 

He had long destined his powers for the sublime service of 
the sanctuary, in accordance at once with the wishes of his fa- 
mily and his own deliberate choice. He took orders at the age 
of twenty-six J was ordained deacon in 1757, by Bishop' Tho- 
mas, and priest shortly after, by Archbishop Hutton, at York. 
Resuming at the university his domestic charge, he yet found 
time, among the Cares and toils of tuition and of study, to cul- 
tivate his poetical talefnts, the exercise and improve tfient of . 
which seem to have been always peculiarly grateful to his 
pensive temper. The early production of his noted poem on 
' Death/ which obtained the. Seatonian prize, manifested his* 
success. The subject at the- time was particularly adapted to , 
the habits and tone of his feelings and reflections, froin the 
recent afflicting, loss of his affectionate father. The poem is ; 
doubtless known to most of our readers, and deserves thfc fa- 
vourable reception which true lovers of poetry usually give it. 
He was not lessf attentive, however, to the immediate du- 
ties of his sacred vocation. His able anrd judicious sermon, on the 
Character of David, which was composed expressly to counter- 
act the mischievous tendencies of a profane pamphlet then in 
feneral circulation, served greatly to heighten and extend 
is professional attainments in public knowledge and esteem. 
Of this he soon received a gratifying illustration, in Arch- 
bishop Seeker's selection of him to be one of his domestic 
chaplains, in the summer of 1162. In consequence, he quitted } 
College, and took up his residence at t^mbeth, Here also he 
felt himself again most enviably situated. With much leisure, 
amidst the choicest means to enrich his mind, to develope afid 
strengthen his faculties, and to purify and regulate afird inte- 
rest his heart, he bad constantly before his eyes, on the very 
berglit of professional eminence, a kind and venerated bene- 

3 R 2 
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factor, whoever appeared to bipi as concentrating every moral 
and religious virtue, and 4s ^hibifing almost ev^ry acquire-, 
njent which his fancy could; ppurtray* 

In May, 1765, Dr. Porteus maryied a lady, who seems to 
ljave been every way worthy of his choice. In the course of 
the year, Archbishop Seeker presented him to the two small 
livings of Rucking and Wittersham, in Ken{, which be soon 
resigned for the rectory of Hunton, in the samq county, in 
addition to a Peterborough prebend, which his grace had pre- 
viously conferred. In 1767 he obtaiued al$o th^ rectory of 
Lambeth, and shortly after took bis degree of Doctor in Divi- 
nity. On this occasion in preaching the Commencement sermoa 
at Cambridge, he powerfully recommended to the uni-. 
yersity an increased diligence in the instruction of their youth 
in the doctrines and precepts of revealed religion ; claiming 
encouragement for this study, at least equal to what is bestowed . 
on other departments of science, and requesting for its most 
approved scholars a full portion of academical rewards. Al- 
though this representation produced then but little practical 
benefit, several years after some parts of the sermon coming 
accidentally into the hands of a Mr. Jlorris, that gentleman 
was in consequence induced to found and endow a professor- 
ship in Cambridge, to effect this laudable pur pose, and, to con- 
fer handsome distinctions on the most meritorious students. 
The late Dr. Hey was the first Norrisian professor, and his 
published Lectures were among the earliest distinguished 
fruits of the institution. . 

In August 1768^ Dr. P. suffered, an incalculable loss in the . 
death of his venerable patron, Archbishop Seeker. He and 
his intimate friend, Dr. Stiriton, were left joint executors, and 
to them were entrusted the publication and other disposal of , 
his various manuscripts. In the faithful discharge of this af« , 
fectihg duty, Dr. P. p^id his parting tribute of reverence and 
love to his benefactor, in the very popular ' Review of bis Life . 
and Character.* We agree with Mr- Hodgson in regarding it 
as one of the most instructive pieces of modern biographical . 
composition ; and there is scarcely, perhaps,, any feature in the . 
character of Bishop Porteus more charming, than that tender 
remembrance which he ever preserved of his patron's virtues and 
favours, and that ceaseless vigilance, and * soul-toned .* elo* 
quence, with which to the last he protected and exalted his 
reputation. , # 

After Seeker's decease, Dr. P. devoted bis entire attention to 
the duties alternately of his two benefices, Hunton and Lam- 
beth. TV Hunton every thing conspired to attach him stroqg- 
ly„ We present a passage transcribed from his private manu- 
*crjpts r (several volumes of which are in his biographer's pos- 
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session,) which % Elegantly expressive of the writers character* 

istic animation. ", ' ' 

' ,} " : ' ° •. -: ' •' • 

c It was, to me (he say?) a, little terrestrial paradise; for though there 

are many pars^p^s larger, han^soriie)-, and more commodious, ^et, in 
i comfort, .warra#,, repose* trano^inityi and cheerfulness; in vanety of 
walk^, shelter, shade, and sunshine; in perfectly rural and picturesque sce- 
pery. j knew, few superior to it f s ' Whit, however; is of m6re importance, 
no place was ever better calculated to excite and cherish' devout and pibns 
'sentiments towards the great Creator and Preserver of thfe- tfniVerse. Tile 
solemn silence of the thicket arid the grove, the extensive horizon, that 
opened to the View, the glorias of the rising ann* the setting sua* the splen- 
dour of a moonlight night and a >sttrry aky, »ali which ^Asented them- 
selves to the eye- to a vast extent, r without mterruptyon^/rpm; the iawn. be- 
fore the house; these, «nd a variety of other suhlime^^nd phasing objects, 
could not fail to soothe and tranquillize, and elevate the *>;}], and raise }t 
up to high and heavenly contemplations f But it was not the charms, of the 
country only frrhfcb formed the .delight of jHunton : the neighbourhood 
was exceljen^ coosis^ing prkcinallvor apqientand long-established fami- 
lies, wb^. jived oh th? ir own estates, in that decent hospitality, and that iu- 
.cjicious mixture of society and retirement; whildh iorisfcitute 't'he tnie felicity 
of human ^life, and Which so rernirkabJyfcnd'so fbrtunafelydistinguisnthe 
true gentry and nobility of England from almost all other countries in 
Europe. 1 The greater part of them, too,; were not only poliahed m their 
mannetf, but oPe±&npljtry. piety, probity, and benevolence'^ pp., 20— 31* 

But the thoughts of jjr. Forteiis were riot withdrawn, amidst 
these gratificatiqns, from his appropriate engagements. He re* 
soluteiy and zealously discharged his various parochial duties: 
preached ad most always in.' the* forenoon; lectured very fre- 
quently, on tte ? Catechism, in' tfye afternoon; aftd embraced 
£Fery fitting occasion for administering private counsel. In his 
attention to ~ the poor he was indefatigable ; visiting the 
siqk, relieving the indigent, and consoling the distressed ; ar- 
dent in thp use of every power by which he could promote 
either their teinporal or spiritual welfare. Nor were his exer- 
tions Avitbpu^ success., c I had the happiness (says be), to see) 
my church well filled with a congregation, neat and decent in 
their attire, \yith. cheerful and satisfied looks, serious in their 
devotions, and attentive and grateful to their instructor.' 

During the wititer months he resided at Lambeth ; there also 
sustaining the revered character of a laborious, conscientious 
parish-priest. We may. reefer to his c Letter on the rbore Reli- 
gious Observance of Good-Friday/ as nobly declarative of the 
objects which engaged his mind and efforts, and to the exten- 
sive effect which it immediately produced, as marking the re- 
spectful obedience with which his admonitions were received. 
In 1 769 he was appointed Chaplain to the King, and soon after, 
also Matter of the, Hospital of St. Cross, near Winchester, 
where he resided occasionally for some years. 
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At length Dr. P. was raised to that eminent rank in the 
Church of England, to which, from his peculiar virtues and ta- 
lents, he was richly intitled. He became Bishop of Chester 
Dn the 20th of December, 1116 : a preferment singularly, gra- 
tifying to him, being on bis part entirely unsolicited, and, till 
.eveu a short time f before, entirely, unexpected/ It has been 

SJiierally understood that this promotion was owing chiefly to 
, e Queen. He felt it now to be his duty to resign the charge 
of Lambeth, notwithstanding he had permission to retain it; 
and proceeded to the vigilant discharge of the important dutie> 
-of .bis new situation ; presenting in tbe primary charge to his 
-elergy, — which is for the first time reprinted, in: the collective 
"edition of his : waitings, t© which- the Memoir before us is in,tror> 
ydnctory,— ^ri excellent delineation of those studies, habits*, -and 
'exertions, which become those who consecrate their lives to 
the Gospel ministry. We cannot follow .Mr. H. in bis parji- 
fc cular detail of the various services in which the Bishop here 
.engaged. The relief and tbe increasing cnmfbrt of his poorejr 
clerical brethren; the establishment and. encouragement' jj>f 
•Sunday schools ; and, in bis place in. parliament, the energetic 
support which he eofdiaUylpiU. to whatever measures, seemed 
adapted to -preserve tiie spirit and' the ins tiuitions of religion 
from corruption or derision i aare properly specified among thqs£ 
. Jabours which jus.tly endeared him ,to society. 

His character Ji^d marked "him out for a still higher station. 
.The day after the death of Bishop Lowth, the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1787,i be received a letfgr from Mr. Pitt, announcing^ in 
the most honourable terms, his elevation to the Bishopric of 
-London. His soul rose to the divine throne, and he blessed 
devoutly the King of Kings. These words, written with his 
own hand, were. found subjoined to a copy of Mr. Pitt's letter t 
' I acknowledge, the gpo.dn.ess of a kind providence, and am 
fully sensible that, nothing but this could have placed me \n 
a situation so infinitely transcending my expectations and de- 
serts/ But the promotion was jn some respects an occasion of 
heartfelt regret; since he was compelled to tear himself a way 
from r the associations he had cherished in Ms Chester diocese, 
to relinquish those benevolent plans and prospects in which his 
active mind had so much delighted to indulge, and also to>re- 
sigo his favourite Hunton. 

.One of the earliest objects which appear to have engaged 
Bishop Ppr.teus, after his translation to London, was the Suc- 
cess flf a. society, then recently instituted, for enforcing the 
king's prgdanijation against immorality and profaneness • no^ 
jrenerall) known, we believe, as the Society for the- Suppres- 
sion of Vice. .'He became its president; and his biographer 
represents it as having proved eminently beneficial tinder bis 
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active direction. When Paine's Age of Reason appeared, 
not content with its truly masterly and eloquent confutation, 
by Dr. Watson, the society thought it right to have recourse to 
legal punishment. The expedience of this measure has been 
variously considered ; but there are few, we conceive, who 
will not wonder at the following strange remark of our author ; 
—that < upon the issue of this trial the credit and influeuce of 
religion were in a great measure at stake!' That the cause 
which the society had undertaken to defend, however, de- 
manded an able champion, is incontestable; and the noble 
eloquence of Mr. Erskine on this occasion will never be for-' 
gotten. * There were passages in his speech,' says the Bishop, 
' as sublime as any thing to be met with in the writings of any 
orator whatever, ancient or modern-' 

Bishop Porteus's successive charges to the clergy of the 
London diocese, have been so generally read and approved, 
that it seems unnecessary for us to occupy any of our space in 
tracing their outlines, or repeating their character. But it is 
rejoicing to learn, that in the correction of improprieties, and. 
in the animation and direction of pious zeal, which they were 
intended to effect, they were distinguished with much success!' 
There is a passage in his first charge which we perhaps, no less 
than Mr. Hodgson, may be excused from leaving quite un- 
marked : we allude to the honourable testimony which he there 
bears to the eminent abilities, virtues, and services, of his es- 
teemed predecessor. How striking the contrast we have re- 
cently had to witness, in the appearance of a mitred automa- 
ton in similar circutastances — a change at which every good 
man* in the realm has sorrowed in his heart. 

Bishop Porteus never imposed a task on his clergy in which 
he was not disposed fully to participate. Of this, his preach- 
ing a series of lectures on the Gospel of St. Matthew, for four 
successive years, on the Fridays during Lent, is a memorable 
proof. These discourses are so popular, and the reasons which 
led both to their composition and publication so generally 
known, that more from u,s is needless, than a hearty concur- 
rence in their reception. 

In April and May 1802, the venerable prelate undertook the 
fourth visitation of his diocese, and the last ; and, notwithstand- 
ing his advanced age, conducted its services in a manner which 
gave high satisfaction. His charge was animated and power- 
ful; although, on matters of inferior moment, we must be al- 
lowed to dissent from some of his opinions. Mr, H. ac- 
companied him, as, his chaplain, and ' can never forget the ad- 
mirable and striking manner in .which he executed all the 
duties of his high station ;> the attention, the respect,, the kind- 
ness, which he shewed to his clergy; the anxiety he displayed 
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to rectify all that was wrong, to encourage all tbat was good: 
the dignified solemnity with which he performed the rite of 
confirmation, and the deep impression which was uniformly, 
Wade by his animated, simple, ahcl affectionate address to the 
congregation, when that service was concluded,' He has in- 
troduced a copy of this address into the present memoir, for. 
which we sincerely tnank him. 

. The septiajents of the Bishop of London were hostile to 
Catholic emancipation. Still he was the unshaken advocate 
pf liberal opinion and discussion, and the s.teady friend of 
religious toleration. Whatever different opinions on this 
important subject may be individually entertainecl, we claim 
for the memory of thfs good prelate, the honest ackQOwledg^ 
ment, that his biographer has adduced ample Qyidence of toe 
conscientious sincerity , of his; opposition. His rpasbns are 
copied here frqmjiis private journals, and vyjell merit inspect 
tlon, as displaying an exemplary instance of candid inquiry 
apd .dispassionate decision, , , ., , .'• 

As an ardent admirer and a powerful supporter of the most 
blessed institutipn, we do think, that ever ennobled apy natiou 
or people, the British and Foreign Bible Society, Bishop 
Porteus was always prominent. He was one of .its viqe-pret 
sid^hts from the oeginning. We take leave to extract two 
brief citations from his private papers, both as they throw light 
on a controversy still in agitatiorij and administer sqm^, 
s.alutary reproof to those miserable alarmists we havp so long 
been accustomed to pity. ..../" 

« I cannot, (says, the Bishop) but add, injustice to this Society, which 
has been so much opposed, miarepresepted, and traduced, that all the iro- 
jprta.nt works in which it has been engaged, have been carried op with 
the utmost harmony and unanimity; without any difference .of opinion; 
without the slightest symptom of any hostile or treacherous desigp agaipat ;. 
the church ; arid without any other idea upon their minds, but that of 
extending, as widely as possible/ the knowledge of the Christian Scrip- 
tures. The Bishops of Durham and Salisbury attended several of their 
meetings, and were delighted with the decorum, calmness, and good 
temper, with which their proceedings were conducted/ In shortfall the 
apprehensions to which this society has given rise, are nbw fdubd to* he 
but vain t rrors } and all the prophecies of the mischief and evil that 
would 1 result from, it, are falsified by facte, It is rising uniformly in 
Reputation and credit: gaining new accessions of strength . and ,reyeitue . 
and attaching to itself more and more the approbation and support of jevery 
rea^friend to the church and to religion.' ; 

• Elsewhere he thus expresses himself* . ,- ... » ' .,., «.; 

*« It is now well known and "firmly Established, and hafrVJowN-* 
pletely triumphed over all the attempt*' made ,«o destroy ft. tfJotae 
of those secret dark designs, none- of^chose Jplots and conspiratfk*. 
t* subvert the establishment, and devour both .the. shepherds and their, 
f ocks* which were so confidently predicted by a certain set of men at the 
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inevitable effect of this Society, have yet been discovered in it. It iff 
in fact, much better employed. It goes on quietly and steadily in the 
prosecution of v s great objects, and pays no sort of regard to the sneers 
aod cavils of ita intemperate' opponents.' pp. 213, 215. 

In ffief long struggle for the abolition of the Afr 

Trade^ he was' eminently indefat : — U1 ~ xxr 

our readers are 'acquainted wi 
exertion^ to promote every mea 
conversion of the negroes in tl 
refer with much' satisfaction to h 
originally composed for'tfie use 
gation or the6ospel, and wliicii 
tracts. Iiunng the progress of J 
caring bill, %i$ arrxfety for it 
daily attendance from Fultiam, 
and he felt his care and fatigt 
adoption even of this preparato 
thropic arribi'tion could rest in 
extinction* cff this infernal cor 
act of the twenty-fifth of IVlarch 
consummated all : his hopes. It 
sage of ovit proudest annalsi 

( TbpAcLf {sftys this good man) which natjnst passed, will reflect 
immortal, honpur on the British Parliament and the British nation. For 
myself, ,1 am inexpressibly thankful to a kind Providence, for permitting 
roe to see this great work, after such a glorious struggle, brought to a 
conclusion. It has been for upwards of four and twenty years the con- 
tent object of my thoughts ; " and it will be a source of the purest 
and most geniiine satisfaction to nie during the remainder of my life, and 
dbbVe'all, at thefinaT close* of it, that I have had some share in promoting, 
to the utmost of my power,' the success of so important and so righteous £ 
measure.' &e. &o-pp. 217, 91ft 

Clarfcsqn \ri his map ot his feJlo^aboUtioniats, ha*give& 
to the name of Porteus a fasting distinction, His biograpoer 
shall tell us hoyy nobly he earned it. 

' The Bishop was one- of the earliest prorabters and most strenuous 
tdfocates of the abolition. Next to the great and paramount concerns of 
religion* it was the object' of all others nearest to his heart. He never 
ipoi^e of it hot with the utmost animation and enthusiasm. He spared no 
pfjps,, no fatigue pf body or mind, to further its accomplishment. He not 
only expressed jhia sentiments, on every occasion that presented itself, 
pobuclyand strongly in Parliament;, but he was indefuttgabfc* in urging , 
all, oyer whon^ ne hacj any influence,, to conspire and co-operate in what 
ke considered, the general cause of ciyilized man,, against a most intov 
leiaUe system 61" craelty'ahd oppression. In short, , the best years of hia 
fife and alt fch/taJenti^andpowers,' Vfere applied and .^evote^ to it; and* 

•wl,j .,. :«j ;: '. '..1! l ]'.' ;•' . • ' ' 
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I believe, the liappiest day, beyond comparison, that he ever experienced 
"was the day of its final triumph.* 

Nor did his labours cease here. He continued to recom- 
mend and urge all means for the comfort and instruction of 
the wretched victims who were already enthralled; and ob£ 
of the last offices of his life was to address a public " Letter 
to the West India Governors and .Proprietors,* 1 pressing on 
their notice the expedience of an immediate establishment of 
parochial schools. on Dr. Bell's system, for the education in 
Teligious knowledge especially, of the children of the slaves. 
His earnest prayers will be answered, we trust, and the minds 
of those whom he so feelingly addressed, disposed to give an 
early obedience to his benevolent suggestions. The Letter 
itself is strangely omitted in a " complete" edition of the 
Bishop's writiugs. 

'- In June of what perhaps may memorably be termed the 
abolition year, he was present at the consecration of a Chapel 
of Ease, which he had erected at his own expence, in the 
parish of Sundridge, in Kent. On his accession to the Lon- 
don see, he principally lived during the summer at his epis- 
copal palace at Fulham. • From its nearness to town, how- 
ever, as well as its being so close to a populous village, it 
wanted the retired ness he loved. He procured .therefore, a 
-neat little habitation in the parish of Sundridge, the situation 
of which is represented as extremely delightful. Here he 
always resided a part of the year; enjoying its rural seclusion, 
•and the beauties and scenes of nature — mingling with the 
pleasing society by which he was surrounded — and ever per- 
forming the duties most congenial to his spirit, in relieving 
and informing the poor. A hamlet, about two miles from the 
village, had often attracted his attention.. It consisted of a 
few cottages irregularly reared on a little green, in a situation 
highly interesting and picturesque, and it seemed to his fan- 
ciful view to realize his conception of retired purity and 
happiness. But inquiry soon betrayed it to be polluted with an 
unusual share of moral deformity* Its inhabitants were found 
deplorably ignorant, and in habits of beggary; circumstances 
which were sure deeply to affect him. Among other blessings 
Jie bestowed, be built and endowed the Chapel where divine 
service is now duly performed, and by the influence of which, 
Under thefavour of God, it is hoped that the indigence and 
ignorancrof some hundreds of poor people wiW be greatly 
diminished. The clergyman is bound to reside constantly in 
the parsonage house, and thus banish evil by his doctrines, 
and counsels, and example. Large congregations attend} 
the children are instructed ; the people have a pious pro- 
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tectorand guide; and decent comfort and rejigiofis industry 
bite already succeeded- to vicious idleness a fid sordid' 
want. 

The prelate's health had now been for some time obviously 
declining, and he was induced to spend the summer of this 
year at Clifton near Bristol, whence he made some excur- 
sions into *be beautiful neighbourhood. One wliich peculiarly 
charmed him was to his venerable friend Mrs. Hannah More; 
one of the worthiest ornaments at ouce of literature and piety. 

He returned much benefited, though with his constitution 
visibly enfeebled, aud re&.uflied bis .official duties. The day 
be entered on. his 7£th year, be preached. his: last sermon if* 
St. Georgia cjiurch. . An idea prevailed of its being his final 
appeacaaee t a the pulpit ^ and his venerated character, his ema^ 
ctated form, bis animated recitation, the "glowing pictqre, 
which he displayed of the times, and the prophetic visions* of* 
future goodness and futnre greatness which filled his mincf^ 
united to rend^ihte occasionr awfully impressive. ' ..j 

An jincjeaSihg vigilance over the sanctity of the Sabbatti* 
Was one of the most distinguished features in the JBishop's 
official conduct. The instances of his beneficial interference 
are far too.numeroQs for us to specify. His " Admonitory 
Epistle" io so me ladies of rank, at the west end of the town, 
on their introduction of Sunday concerts, is remembered to 
have wonderfully alarmed the thoughtless purlieus of inanity 
and weakness. It is in the work before us, and well deserves* 
to be read ; being written* in a fine style of dignified mildness 
and conciliating expostulation. — The last public duty which che 
Bishop of London performed, accorded with the even ex+* 
cellence of his life, and is thus related by himself. > 

( I had foraome time past observed in several of the papers an account 
Of a inpetiflg, chiefly of military gentlemen, at an Hotel at the west end 
of die town, 'which was regularly announced, as held every other Sunday* 
daring the winter season. This appeared to me^and to every friend to'* 
religion, a needless anoVwanton profanation of the Christian Sabbath, which 
by the laws both of God and man was set apart for very different pur- 
poses} and the Bishops and Clergy were severely censured for permitting' 
sach. a glaring abuse of that sacred day to pass without notice or reproof. 
I determined that it should not; and therefore thought it best to go at 
once to 'the fountain head, to the person of. the highest and principal in- 
fluence in the meeting, the Prince of Wales. I accordingly requested l 
the honour of an audience, and a personal conference with him on this 
subject. He very graciously granted it ; and I had a conversation with | 
him of more thaii|half an hour. He entered immediately into my views, " 
sad confessed that he saw no reasons for holding the meeting on Sunday, 
worethan on -any other day of the "week ; and hef vditintarily proposed;; 
that the day should be changedLfrom Sunday to Saturday, lor which he 
irid that he should give immediate orders.' 
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, Within *,few days after this tntenvi$w> it becamfe eyideot 
tjiat'bia dissolution w;as close H hand. L Hefe^sohinaself, «*d 5 
anticipated the event with calm confidence and Christian de-. 
votipi). :<Mr. t Hodgson s^vy him farthelfrst fcimfc^u the loth; of 
M^y, (1809), when his inind seemed altogeltton absorbed iii 
th$ opening scenes of ,$hq eternal world : *be spake little.moiw 
than tp re^iesube qvnesfc prayersupf bis ifaiend -ifaroaiii easy 
and, speedy release* t .. .»,;,■■>,! ».- ,n i.'H,// im;.s i.^.iii**;. 

• < The 1 following day he was at his bwn desire removed to 1 ^ulham; 
and- for a short time die tihange of^air arid' scene ap^eaYed to cheer dnd 
exhilarate thim. As hie sat the nfexfc ihortiing in his ' ttrary, near* the 
window, the brightness of a fine springday called up- a fi tratfsleht glow 
iftto his countenance.; tandhe several times exclaimed ^'b, <tW ! gbnous 
aijni Af|ewara>, ; whilst sitting/at dinnery iiq was aeized' »****< sofit^ 
shgbt conYuisi©n8r_.wh,jc|i were,, happily howeveri-at short duration! ;v,aacb 
He then fell, as, framed* into ageptfe^sjeep*, It lva&/ the; sleep^f deathv 
From that timp he never .'spoke,, a^ scaxcejy; qou}d h% ««*Mjtp QWfttv 
Without a pang or' a si^ >T Jj>y a'traqsijio^.ao ;eas¥^^s,.,^nly U> he ; 
known by a pressure of his hand upon' the knee of ^..sexvapt,. who 
was sitting near huh,— -tne spirit of this'gre^t arid good -maij* fled from it* 
earthly rnansion to the realms of peace!.*-^pp; '^2, 2^3i '"* , u : • ' 

In obedience, to his. directions, his body wsw; removed and 
iiit^rr^d at Siwadridge* where tbei i«sc*iptioni,on his iorqbi 
§iniply records thje date of his birth and deaths n ,;,: n .; > 

Wba^t^till remains -to bejraoed, of Mr. Hodgisonfs perforin 
^nce, is certainly .tUe part where?, bis execution is •> hap- 
piest; apd we shall take pleasure therefore in introducing 
frgpi ijt a few specimens which promise to interest mo&t ge- 
nerally. • The following is sure to .da so. i . * ■ * 

* The Bishop was in person under the middle size, of a thin and 
slender frame, and naturally of a tender constitution* In his youth he 
must have been exjtreawly f handsome $ his features were of a superior 
cast; and. even when advanced jn years, he still retained a remarkable 
clearness of complexion. These however, Wjere.not the circumstances, 
, which formed the. prominent character of his countenance. There was 
a mildness, a gentleness, an air of genuine philanthropy about it. With 
which even indifferent. persons were always struck ;, and yet, when lighted 
ub by the, occasion*, it displayed the utaipst vivacity and animation. 
His smile had something in it uncommonly captivating ; and though he 
never lost sight of that dignity which became his station, it was yet a 
djgnity totally unmixed with pride. ► He had the enviable talent of 
dismissing at once > that feeing of reserve and apprehension, which, in the 
presence of a superior, is so pftep a bar to the freedom and comfort 
ofsocj^l intercourse, and by the gracionsness of his manner placing those 
around him perfectly at ease. He delighted io eheernaJ^ lively conver- 
sation, and no one ever mor^ promoted it, or perhaps more excelled in it* 
There was a spirit and pbyfujnf es itthis langwgc, which gave an interest 
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eren to the most ordinary topics ; and op Subjects of gravtr import, lie 
always appeared to great advantage* His remarks were conspicuous far 
correct taste, accurate information, and a sound and well regulated judg- 
ment ; and he expressed himself with so much facility ana perspicuity 
so much natural energy and eloquence, as never failed to exoite v at* 
tention, and render his society equally instructive and entertaining,'*-? 
pp. 259—261. 

His intellectual powers were of a superior ordet, and care* 
fully disciplined. His perception was rapid, his judgement . V 
discreet and decisive, his memory retentive and ready, his * \ 
taste accurate. and delicate, bis imagination vigorous and glow* 
ing. Always led and sustained by the warmest and kindliest 
affections of the heart, whatever it touched it raised into inte- 
rest. He was an elegant classical scholar. His knowledge of 
Hebrew literature is mentioned as having been very respecta- 
ble. He was familiarly conversant with historical composi- 
tion, civil and ecclesiastical, ancient and modern > of whick 
his tract on the " Beneficial Effects of Christianity," rrwry 
serve in illustration. He was a humble, diligent, patient 
student pf the word of God. Of the evidences of religion: 
natural arid revealed, be was clearly a great master, and hd 
seized every occasion to present, and confirm, and enforce 
tbenv His popular* *• Summary of the Evidences of the % 
Christian Rfcvelation," is one of the best small works on> 
the subject we have yet seem. He was firmly attached ta 
the faith and government of the English Church. Its homi- 
lieSy articles, and liturgy, he considered as scriptural, refusings 
however, to admit their Calvinistic interpretation. Be this as 
it may, a name only is " as the small oust of the balance." 
Every judicious Calvinipt will always, hail him as a devout- 
and powerful coadjutor. Indeed, except in a not*! to his last 
charge to the London dipcese, where he declares his dis- 
sent, we do riot recollect a single passage in ariy of the 
volumes before u.<v which is clearly hostile to the ordinary 
sentiments pr6fessed by the votaries of this popular faith.* 
Iti his exercise of church discipline he was firm, moderate, and 
liberal. Many accused him of laxity in his government,, but 

■ — ■ i ■ ■ ■ ■■!*»>■ ■ u« i t rni . wn - 

* Mr. H. has subjoined, with .petulant insolence, kit testimony to the 
Bishop of Lincoln's assumed " Refutation,'? as an mvesiigafon most pro- 
found* laborious t mid conclusive I « It is in fact, what it claims to be, * r A 
Refutation of Calvinism ;'— ■* system, of religion, as a writer of great emi- \ 
neocehas most justly defined it, consisting of human creatures withont' 
liberty— doctrines without sense — faith without reason— and a God 
without mercy' 1 i 1 Mr.' H. has omitted to characterize the writer's, 
great eminence in this ebullition ; we could help him to epithets, but , 
▼try possibly they might not please him. 
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he smiled. contemptuously at the reproach of ignorant rofoTe*-' 
ranee, and proceeded unmoved in his gentle conciliating path* 
His piety and virtue placed him foremost in the ranks of Me* 
thodism, and reflected dignity and grace on the appellation^ 

.In Parliament he seems never to have spoken but on points 
connected with the good order' of the establishment, or the 
more intimate interests of religion. To secure the residence 
of the beneficed clergy, and to better the condition of stipen- 
diary curates, were always objects with him of peculiar moment. 
Whenever he rose he was listened to with marked respect. 
His general political opinions were those of Mr. Pitt, Nihil 
est ab omni parte beatum. 

« As a preacher, (says Mr. Hodgson), the Bishops reputation hat 
ever stood deservedly high in the public estimation, rew men, indeed, 
were ever so remarkably endowed with all the qualities, which give pre- 
eminence in the pulpit. His voice, without unusual loudness or strength* 
was yet uncommonly clear ; and it was combined with such a licfuid, dis- 
tinct enunciation, as rendered him completely audible evert in the largest 
churches and to the most crowded congregations. It also possessed great 
sweetness and flexibility; and he had the talerit of modulating h so cor- 
rectly as always to please and satisfy the ear, and yet so - easily and natu- 
rally, as never, even in the slightest degree, to incur the charge of affecta- 
tion. His delivery was very impressive ; it was chaste, correct, spirited* 
devout. He had no studied action, no vehement and forced emotions ? 
he spoke evidently as he felt, his whole soul was in his subject, he 
seemed to forget himself in the deep interest which he took in the edifi- 
cation of his hearers ; and this circumstance gave, as it manifestly would, 
such a power and charm to his preaching as never failed to extort atten- 
tion even from the coldest and the most insensible. His style was admi- 
rably adapted to the pulpit. It was plain, without being too familiar, classi- 
cal, without being pedantic. His great aim was, to express himself so 
clearly, that the meanest and the least informed might always comprehend 
him ; and yet with such correctness and purity, as to be heard with satis- 
faction by men of taste and education. How perfectly he succeeded, 
his discourses prove ; they are distinguished throughout by the most elegant 
simplicity : at the same time, when the occasion calls for it, they are 
strong, nervous, eloquent, sublime. His sentiments and language rise 
with his subject ; and heightened as they were by his peculiar elocution, 
they made a deep and most powerful impression, but it was neither style, 
nor manner, nor utterance, which alone gave such effieacy to his preach- 
ing ; his sermons are < conspicuous for sound judgment, solid argument, 
great knowledge of the human heart, accurate observation of the world, 
an unshrinking reprobation of vice, the most persuasive exhortations to 
piety, and an unqualified avowal of all the essentia), fundamental truths 
and doctrines of the Gospel.* pp. 279-— 283. 

It is to be regretted, we humbly think, that, some of the 
( essential fundamental doctrines of the Gospel' have no* re- 
ceived that pre-eminence, and greater fulness and frequency 
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of illustration and enforcement, in these admirable composi- 
tions, which we are disposed to advise, and urge earnestly on 
every herald of the Christian faith. We can cordially recom- 
mend the writings of Bishop Porteus, however, as among 
the best models we know, of simple, elegant, and chaste 
pulpit composition, and as containing some of the most beau- 
tiful and affectionate persuasions in our language, to the love 
and practice of moral and religious duty. 

One trait in the departed prelate's character which arrests 
attention and inspires delight in almost every page of the per- 
formance on our table, we beg a single moment to present a- 
part. It is his unwearied spirit of active benevolence. This 
shed a glory around him, the refulgence of which still remains 
ill the remembrance of all by whom it was ever beheld. It 
appeared in every form : in forwarding those to distinction, 
whose services in the Church seemed likely to prove most, 
beneficial ; (of which the present exemplary Dean of Canter- 
bury affords a striking instance) in directing and encouraging 
youth in their university education, for the various public du- 
ties of the ministry ; and in studying, by every proper measure 
to promote the comfort, and happiness,* and real honour of 
the clergy. One deed of splendid munificence must be 
specified, — his donation of «£6,7O0 in the 3 per cents, conso- 
lidated annuities, which, during his life, he transferred into 
the hands of the archdeacons for the time bqjng of the Lon.* 
don diocese, and the interest of which is annuaUy distributed 
at their discretion, among a certain number of the most needy 
clergy in that see, in sums not exceeding twenty pounds; 
an act which will ever endear his memory to the church of 
England^ Bishop Porteus Was the unfailing friend of the 
poor, who could confidently make him acquainted with their 
distress, and repose in his counsel ; and who experienced his 
wealth and intercession, active and ceaseless in their service. 
Pew men have ever departed amidst so many blessings and , 
prayers breathed deep from the soul ; few prophets have ev$t t 
ascended into glory, whose flight has been , gazed at through 
such mournful tears, or whose excellencies will continue to be- 
cherished with sweeter melancholy. Especially in the present 
bour of national calamity, when the bitter sufferings of 
the humbler orders of society are extorting from them a 
voice which thrills through every compassionate mind', Jet 
not such a memorial be preserved in vain. .]• 

Towards the conclusion of this work, Mr. H. has introduced 
Along letter from the Bishop, in reply to an unknown corres-* , 
pendent, who liad requested his advice for the removal of some 
igfjgious difficulties which w§re excited in. his miqd.by *.. 
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serious perusal of Mr. Wilberfbrce*s invaluable ^ Practical 
View ;" and we cannot satisfy ourselves without recommending 
this excellent letter to general attention.— -Amorig othter ob- 
servations by our author, in accosting for the Bishop's leisure' 
for such kind services, there is one fraught with peculiar in-' 
struction. ' He was a rigid economist of time. Unless illness 
prevented him, he rose constantly at six in the morning, and 
every part of the day had its proper allotted occupation? We 
detach two or three sentences to aid our imperfect hdsty 
sketch, and, apologizing for the extent of our article, closte 
the volume. 

' He had indeed, and who has not, his foibles and infirmities. They ; 
were however, few and venial, and almost unavoidable* For Instance, 
amidst the toil and hurry of a laborious station, and from great anxiety 
10 What he was engaged /», he sometimes betrayed in the latter part of 
his life, a slight impatience of manner. But he instantly checked it, and' 
do one more lamented it than himself. His disposition indeed, with 
the exception of such occasional transient interruptions, arising from the 
causes I have mentioned, was one of the mildest and the sweetest tha't can 
be imagined. It was the index of a heart warmed with all the charities 
and sympathies of our nature, and under the constant influence of a meek, 
a benevolent, and a kind religion.' — ' Piety, as he felt and understood it, 
was best exemplified by cheerfulness* He saw no incompatibility in the 
innocent pleasures of life with the most unfeigned devotion. He wished 
to render religion as amiable as she is venerable ; to place her before the 

3es of men m her most alluring and attractive form— bright, serene, un- 
>uded and benign ; in a word, to represent her, not as the enemy and 
the bane of happiness, but as the guide, the companion, the solace, the 
delight of man. His own character was framed on this principle. He 
was cheerful without levity, serious and devout without morose nes. He 
lived, in short, as he taught others to live; and this it was, which far 
beyond aay other cause, gave such power, such weight, such efficacy to 
hfs preaching.' pp% 315— 317 

It were perhaps extravagant to expect that the affectionate 
representation which we have now rapidly traced, has been 
precisely transcribed from real existence. But so long as all 
the leading characteristic features of tbfc venerated object 
have' been accurately preserved, we can readily indulge the 
partiality which has thus delineated them under their happiest 
expression. Infirmities impair, transiently at least, the native 
beauty of even the loveliest and most perfect forms in our 
nature,— yet we cannot censure the painter who lends to their 
exhibition those heightening tints of natural association, which 
give distincter prominence and deeper interest, to every trait 
it! the combination. The great moral purpose of biography 
is not to see how man can err or fail, — this science is easily 
attained otherwise, alas, in all its mournful completeness!— but 
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to point out to what a noble eminence man ittay perma- 
nently reach, .though pkced in ordinary circumstances. 
Scarcely any other exercise of the human mind is more pro- 
fitable. We are detained in the contemplation, till evety 
feature of the image we are surveying, is imprinted on our 
minds. We think that we may, we know that we ought, and 
resolve that we will, transcribe it in our own lives. While 
every faculty of the understanding is exalted, every feeling of 
the heart is improved and puri6ed ; and we resume our situa- 
tions in society, determined, under the influence and guidance 
which is from above, to ascend, through all the various duties 
and trials assigned us in providence, to the height of our 
I immortal being. 

Art. II. The History of the European Commerce with India. To which 
is subjoined, a Review of the Arguments for and against the Trade 
with India, and the Management of it by a Chartered Company; 
i with an Appendix of authentic Accounts. By David Macpherson, 
Author of the Annals of Commerce, &e* 4to. pp. 440. Price IL 16>. 
Longman and Co. 1812. 

T^HIS book has very much the air of a thing got up, on a 
particular occasion, for the benefit of the East India Com* 
pany. We disclaim any knowledge of the book, but from its 
contents, or of the author, but from his productions ; and are 
therefore far from insinuating any thing with regard to his 
motives. The book appears to us to teach doctrines, which 
have no tendency but to uphold a system of delusion that has 
too long prevailed ; and whether they proceed from the 
stimulus of gain, or from the sincerity of conviction, is com- 
paratively of little moment. The belief of the doctrines, if 
false, is equally pernicious^ on either supposition ; and the 
service of preventing it is equally demanded, and equally 
meritorious. 

Mr. Macpherson is already known to us in his Annals of 
Commerce; a work, consisting of a republication of Ander- 
son's History of Commerce, and a Continuation. That pub-, 
licatkin is not without its use, and indicates the industry and 
fidelity of the author. But the materials, with the exception. 
of parliamentary papers, of which a great deal more might 
have been made, are of the commonest kind : the compilation 
is u nil laminated with a single ray of philosophy : and even 
the ideas of political economy occasionally to be met with, 
are crude and feeble. Yet with all the misapplications with 
which this performance abounded, there seemed to be such ar 
leaning to- the authority of the best books, as wonld have hin-. 
dered as from pre-supposing Mr. M. a believer in the 
virtue of the monopoly ; and it was with some little sur- 
Vol.VIII. SS 
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prise we learned, that we had to rank him among the advo* 
cates for the Company's prejudices. 

We call them prejudices with perfect calmness and as- 
surance ; for all argument upon the subject has been long 
since exhausted. The Company and their advocates go on, 
year after year, repeating the same pretexts, — pretexts at va- 
riance with all the acknowledged principles of political science, 
and to every one of which a direct and irrefragable answer has 
many times, and long ago, been rendered. They seem to 
think the power of argument is coextensive with the power 
of speech ; and so long as a party can but give utterance to 
his pleas — no matter for the answers — he is still unrelated. 

The Company appear of late to have thought, that a sort 
oi envelope 9 however, might be of use to their doctrines. In 
their naked state, the country had become so familiar with 
them, that there was a danger it might see what they were 
worth. We have accordingly had them, of late, presented to 
us, packed up with historical matter. In the first place, we 
had the three dull, but far from useless volumes of Mr. Bruce; 
and now we have the Equally dull, and nearly altogether useless 
volume of Mr. Macpherson. 

We shall first of all give a concise notice of its contents. 
After an introduction, tracing briefly the history of the 
ancient commerce with India, he enters into an account of 
the commerce of the Portuguese, the first of the Europeans 
who sailed to India by the Cape of Good Hope. This he 
despatches, in 30 pages. He then proceeds to the com- 
merce of the Dutch with India. This occupies exactly 31 
pages. The English commerce with the countries beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope comes next upon the carpet, and fills up a 
considerable portion of the volume, extending from page 72 
to page 254. The next in order is the French East India 
commerce, filling 31 pages. After this comes that of the 
Danes, 10 pages; next that of the Ostend Company, 10 
pages ; next that of the Swedes, 8 pages ; next that of the 
Trieste Company, 6 pages; last that of the Spaniards, 16 
pages. The volume is crowned with a review of the argu- 
ments for and against the trade with India, and of those for 
and against the management of it by a chartered company 
with a joint stock. 

With regard to the merit of the historical details, they are 
unexceptionable, as far as they go. But that is no great 
praise. The materials are taken from the easiest and com- 
monest sources; and in fact, the details are of the most 
obvious and vulgar sort. That they are dry and tedious, is 
in some degree owing to the subject. Perpetual repetitions 
about broad cloth, tin, and bullion, about &o many ships of 
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so* many tons, about warehouses and sales, could not perhaps 
be rendered very entertaining. The mischief of it is, that 
scarcely are they in any degree more instructive. They are 
the same thing, or nearly the same thing, (differing chiefly in 
tbe more or the less) year after year ; and hardly afford any 
thing more valuable, in the way of general information, than 
tbe journals and ledgers of a private merchant. All that is* 
realty interesting, in tbe merely commercial transactions of 
the Company, after they were established, and had got into 7 
a fixed routine, might have been contained in an accurate 
description of the general nature of the business, and a few 
tables, which would have exhibited in regular series its re- 
sults ; — the rest, with the exception of any extraordinary 
events, if any such there were, by which the results were 
affected ; which events, ho we very wefe mostly of a political 
nature, and so fell not within Mr. Maopherson's plan ; beings 
io a great measure, vain and tiresome repetition. Where it was 
not so, the facts were of no importance, nor did any thing of 
consequence depend on them. One particular in which the exe- 
cution of tbe historical part of the work is exceedingly de- 
fective, is, that the author scarcely ever cites any authorities. 
This renders it both less instructive and less trustworthy. lit 
fact, it affords a presumption against the book ; either a pre- 
sumption that it is at variance with authorities, which in this 
case we are far from insinuating j or a presumption, that, the 
facte are taken at tbe readiest market, and that there is not 
much to boast of in the authorities consulted, which, we doubt . 
not, is the real account of the omission in question. A great 
part of the history is little more than a transcript from the 
author's own Annals of Commerce. Mr. Bruce^ by investigating 
unexplored authorities and documents, did a real service to 
the future historian. Mr. Macpherson has explored nothing, 
and we rather think has done a service to nobody, — not even 
to the East India Company. 

As a specimen of his political economy, we may quote, be- 
fore leaving the historical matter, what he thinks proper to 
advance, on the memorable financial arrangement of 23 Geo.II. 
c 1. for reducing the interest upon the national debt. 

' The Ministry were encouraged by this redundance of money to 
attempt a general reduction of the interest on the national debt, • with*. 
a strict regard to public faith and private property/ for which purpose 
*fl act [23 Geo. II. c 1.] was passed in the end of the year 1749* 
toturimr all the proprietors of the national debt, which amounted in 
the whole to j&57,703,475 6 4|, who were willing to have their interest 
tedoced, after the 26th of December 1750, to three and a half fier ccnU 
at which ratfc it should continue till the 25th of December 1757 f and 
thereafter W three fur cent, to signify their consent by subscribing their 

3S 2 
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names in books to be opened at the Exchequer, Bank, &$. before th$ 
end of February 1749-50. But the East-India Company and many 
other proprietors of the national debt being found very unwilling to sur- 
render so great a part of their income, the Parliament, in order to 
punish their backwardness, passed another act [<\22.] in the same 
session, whereby the time, allowed to the outstanding creditors for 
signifying their consent to the proposed reductions, was extended to 
the 30th of May, 1750 ; but, as a penalty for their delay, they were 
to be reduced from three and a half to three per cent, two years 
sooner than those who had yielded obedience to the first act. Those, 
who should still refuse to subscribe, were to be paid off on the 25th of 
March and the 24th of June, 1751, with money to be borrowed for that 
purpose. If tHe East -India Company should 'persist in refusing the 
'offered conditions, not only the sum of j£3,200,000 bearing ipterest at 
four per cent, but also the ^1,000,000 bearing interest at three per 
cent, should be paid off, by four payments to be made in the course 
of the year 1751. In case of their compliance within the prescribed 
time, they were empowered to borrow money to the extent of 
,£4.200,000, at the same rates of interest which they were to receive* 
for the purpose of discharging their bond debt. 

< The Company, as well as most of the other creditors, found it 
necessary and prudent to submit, whereby their annuity, or interest, on 
their original property of £2,000,000 in the public funds, which at 
first was at the rate of eight per cent, was reduced to three, making, 
first and last, a diminution of d 100,000 in the annual income arising 
from that branch of their capital ; and this reduction of the expenditure 
of the nation, and consequently of the Income and expenditure of a prodigious 
number of Individuals, has been called by some political writers « one of 
the most beneficial schemes that has for a long time been set on foot in thts 
country. 9 pp. 175, 176* 

We here see that the reduction of the expenditure of the 
nation, at least in this instance, is not only condemned, but is 
sneered at, and treated with contempt. Government said to 
the creditors of the nation, we are to pay you what the nation 
owes to you, and so have done with you. We offer you^ 
however,, another proposition, which is, to continue to be 
creditors of the nation, if you think it for your advantage, hut 
at a Ibwer rate of interest. The greater part of them per- 
ceived it to be for their interest to remain creditors of the 
nation, and to accept of the reduced interest, rather than to be 
paid off; by which means, a considerable reduction was ef- 
fected of the national expenditure. But Mr. Macpherson treats 
it as folly to suppose that this was any advantage to the 
nation ; and imagines he draws his sublime notion froiji the 
science of political economy. 

' This was not a good measure,' he remarks, ' because what 
was thus saved to the nation, reduced the incpine of in- 
dividuals!' By such a rule, it is a wise thing to keep Up the in- 
come of individuals by the expenditure of the government* 
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If so, it would be right to increase the interest of the national 

debt ; it would be wise to raise t 

cent; because, by that means ' 

of a prodigious number of in 

increased. Every increase of the 

this doctrine, a blessing : and th< 

consequence, is a nuisance. Th 

the more the nation is benefited ; a 

and triumph at every increase of 

every such increase adds to ' the 

prodigious number of individua 

to which undue masses of emolur 

the excellencies of the British cc 

Buckingham, or a Lord Arden, 

30,000/. per annum, of the publ 

are proofs and instances of the 

government. Not only so, but B 

ceteri de geriere hoc, who increasi 

tare, out of the income of the 

invention, are in no respect t( 

Injurious. In general, they are 

that is, with respect arid honour. 

raised, by such political writers 

the interest on the national debt 

totot beneficial schemes that h 

foot in this country. Foolish 

Macphefson's political economy, 

cose the system of government 

exist; — and then the principal 

of self-defence, are sometime! 

sacrifice a deserving individual 

tions or revolutionary uproar. 

Soch is the doctrine of Mr. M&cpherson, when drawn out in 
its legitimate conclusions. This man, it is evident, was made 
of the very stuff which fitted him to be an advocate of an * 
East India Cbmpany, of a ministry, or of any party whatso- 
ever, which had a vicious 'system, or abuses to support. 

From this specitnen of his political econouiy, the t reader 
comes prepared for his doctrine on the subject of the mo- 
nopoly. After Alt that we have saftd, however, we repeat, that 
we neither know, nor believe in, any thing contrary to the 
purity of the author's mind. His doctrines, though they in- 
volve the most pernicious practical inferences', we can easily 
suppose are by him sincerely and disinterestedly adopted. His 
head, at this rate, it is true, is sacrificed in protection of his 
heart. But this we cannot help. 

He begins with considering the objections of those, who 
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formerly — for no such objections are now to be fdund— - pleaded 
against the trade to India altogether. Of course the author 
attacks them ; — and of the arguments which have been often 
produced to shew the weakness of these objections, he presents 
what is sufficient for the purpose. In truth, he might have 
left them to an oblivion, from which no one else would have 
attempted to awake them. _ 

He then proceeds to the question, whether the trade to 
India is of a nature to be carried on most advantageously, by a 
joint stock exclusive company, or under the system of free~ 
dom, and private adventure. He takes De Witt, the Abb6 
Morellet, and Dr.'Adam Smith, who have all argued for the 
usual freedom in the case of the trade to the East Indies ; 
and despatches their arguments with a high tone of authority. 
They were rash, ill-instructed men ; theorists, who wanted to 
Substitute imagination in the place of experience; instead of 
jvhom, the work), if it is wise, will listen to such en* 
lightened statesmen as the late Lord Melville, — or experien- 
ced Gentlemen, who have "passed thirty years in the Com- 
pany's service/' 

We know not well, within the narrow limits to which we are 
confined, how to reply to the author's pretended arguments. 
His is one of the oddest tissues of reasoning we have met with 
in support of the monopoly. It consists either of very vague 

generalities ; or criticisms on mere matters of detail, which 
ave little or no bearing upon the question. In fact, he seems 
not to know what reasoning is, When he talks about a sub- 
ject, and about it, he is then, he supposes, #rguing most con- 
vincingly. 

JJe begins by maintaining, tliat restraints upon commerce 
are not always bad ; and thinks lie points out a variety of in- 
stances in wnich they are good. But what does this deter.-* 

East Indija Company .? ( Some restraints 

re good. 4 Malefactors ought to be 

, ancient/ J}#stiile, jjn France, for that; 

country ;? There may be — we do not 
aints'upon cpijimeirce that are good; 
lany'may stiU be as* great a nuisance 
of a monopoly, I f p because in some 
iocl, they m.ust be good every where, 
ersal ? 'Why confine thje blessings of 
ompany ? 

ons is, that certain individuals would 
unshed by the loss of the monopoly, 
aent, xye see, which the author em- 
measure by which a reduction was 
of thje Rational debt. Jt applies wjitfy 
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equal aptness to both occasions. In fact, it is like Hudibras's 



-A serviceable dudgeon* 



Either /or fighting or for drudging. 
When it has stabbed, or broke a bead, 
It will scrape trenchers, or chip bread. 

Let the author, however, answer this point himself. He does 
it effectually. He says, at page 349,~but there, it is true, he is 
defending 1 monopoly— 

' Every monopoly or restraint of any kind whatever must, in the 
fery nature of it, be attended with inconvenience to some persons. But 
if it is beneficial to the greater number of individuals, or to the nation 
it large, a wise legislature will resist the importunity and clamour of 
the few, who are, or think themselves, aggrieved by it, and support a 
measure, which, they . are convinced, is productive of general pros- 
perity.' 

Will Mr. Macpberson say — it would not be very snrprising — 
that this is very just reasoning, when it is on his side, but 
▼ery false when applied against him f" Let us try it on the 
present occasion. The removal of every abusive system, 
whether it consist in monopoly or any tiling else, must, in 
the very nature of it, be attended with inconvenience to some 
persons. This is. the case with the East India monopoly. 
But if the removal of that monopoly * is beneficial to the 
greater number of individuals, or to the nation at large, 
a wise legislature will resist the importunity of a few who are, 
or think themselves, aggrieved by it, and support a measure, 
which, they are convinced, is productive of general pros- 
perity.' 

Mr. Af acphevson's arguments indeed- are of a peculiar sort. 
They go, as far as they have yet appeared, to the protection 
of unlimited abuse. If the East India monopoly ought to be 
endless, because certain individuals are interested in its con- 
tinuance, every abuse may plead the same privilege. He 
does advance, however, a little farther in behalf of the stock- 
holders. He says, that * the abolition of the Company's pri- 
vilege would deprive them of their rights, held under the sanc- 
tion of ktw, and very much impair the property of all the pro- 
prietors of India Slock.* This is downright effrontery. Mr. 
Macpherson well knows, that the proprietors of India Stock 
originally subscribed their money, upon the express con- 
dition of the enjoyment of the monopoly for only a limited 
number of yean. .Every person who has bought East India 
Stock, bought it under this condition. When the limited 
number of years first granted was expired, various additions 
from time to time were made to them, but always for a 



Digitized by 



Google 



778 Macpberson'a Commerce with India* 

limited period, always under the express condition, that at the 
end of this limited period, the exclusive privilege of the Com- 
pany should cease and determine, unless the legislature, by a 
new act, should think proper to prolong the enjoyment of it. 
The period limited by the last act is now drawing to an end ; 
and the privilege of the Company, according to law, ceases 
and determines, unless the legislature is misguided enough 
to make a new act to prolong it. Mr, Macpherson says, }he 
legislature has no permission to chuse ; for the proprietors of 
East India stock have a right to the privilege. But if they 
have it now, they have it for all other times ; therefore tbey 
have it for ever 1 It is very evident, however, that the Com-* 
pany's privilege was in its essence a lease for years ; exactly 
terminable like any lease for years which a landed proprietor 
grants to a farmer, of any part of his estate. If the doctrine of 
Mr. Macpherson be just, every man who obtains such a lease r 
acquires a right of holding it for ever; although in the contract 
of agreement, it be expressly defined, that he has a right to hold 
it only for a specified number of years. It is wretched to be 
obliged to make answer, year after year, to such contemptible 
pretensions as this ! 

. The general argument, that men transact more vigilantly 
and economically when transacting for their own interest, than 
when transacting for the interests of others, (than which fact 
pone is more fully established by experience,) Mr. Macpherson 
sets at nought, and meets it with a direct assertion, that ' ever 
since the regular system of the Company's Commercial and 
political administration has been brought to its present state, it 
is perhaps as near to perfection as any human institution can 
be.' This is pretty bold: how unfortunate that it is alto- 
gether untrue! We really doubt, whether there is even.. one 
director whose insensibility would support him in making such 
an assertion. The business of administration in the East In- 
dies, brought to such a state ofperfection, as to be absolutely 
incapable of improvement! The impudence of politics does 
engender strange propositions. But this, we think,- is the 
most audacious we ever met with. A system^ which the 
company is altering, in some of its most essential points, every 
year, brought to a state of perfection ! A government carried 
on by agents at the distance of half the circumference of the 
globe, from ail inspection and eontrouJ, as near to perfection 
as any human institution can be ! If the East India Company 
needs to be supported by such assertions as this, happy is the 
East India Company in finding such a man as M?. Macpherson 
to make them ! 

It is somewhat remarkable that this gentleman himself, 
before he took it into his head to write in defence of the East 
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ludia Company, represented the management of all large 
trading companies, as wasteful and unprofitable. In a note of 
bis writing, in the Annals of Commerce, (vol. 3, p. 278,) on the 
subject of some large associations for fishery, he says, * When 
' to the above drawbacks upon, the prosperity of a fishery upon 
' a great scale, we add the waste and want of economy in th6 
c transactions of great societies, - - - - we need not wonder that 
* all the patriotic efforts of great societies have been hurtful 
1 to themselves, and barren of benefit to the country.' According 
to his present doctrine, the transactions of a great society 
may be as near to perfection as a hitman institution can be. 
That Mr, Macpherson's doctrine was either erroneous formerly, 
or is so now, is visible. At what time the imputation is to 
be fixed, we leave to our readers to determine- The East India 
Company may hire others to talk in this stile, and they may 
talk in it themselves; but they believe very differently. Is 
the proof demanded? Look at their actions, which are far 
more trustworthy than their words. If they carry on business 
more economically and skilfully than other merchants, they 
have nothing to fear from an open trade; they will still engross 1 
the trade in spite of a competition so unequal ; hut is it upon any 
such supposition that the Company act? Do they not, on the 
other hand, move earth and heaven to exclude all competition, 
as if it was a thing sure to produce their ruin ? Do they not, in 
fact, openly declare that it would be their ruin? — that is, in 
other words, that merchants trading on their own account 
would trade on better terms than they do. When people learrr 
to look at the actions of the East Irdia Company, instead of 
paying attention to their words, and especially to the words of -» 
their scribes, they will then begin to know, how the Indian 
braneh of the national business has been conducted. 

Another of the stale and refuted pretexts of the Company 
which Mr. Macpherson brings forward, as if it were fresh from . 
his own mini, is the ruin which it is said private merchants 
would bring upon themselves and the trade, by the violence 
of their competition. These are the men that call themselves 
men of experience, and reproach their antagonists as men of 
theory! As if there ever was a theory more impudently started 
in the face of experience than this! They talk to us, as if 
competition in matters of trade were athing new to the world: 
as-if we were unacquainted with its effects! Do they not know 
that the whole business of Great Britain, with some few excep- 
tions, of which their own unhappy instance is the principal, is 
carried on under the auspicious influence of free competition ?^ 
and tliat it is awing to this, that Great Britain is the queen of 
commerce ? Why do not the tailors and shoemakers, the* 
grocers and corn-merchants, or even the farmers and manufac- 
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turers, ruin themselves by their competition ? The reason is 
very plain, though the East India Company may pretend not to 
know it; and though they may find such men as our author 
who will deny it. It is not the nature of competition to ruin 
the competitors; but to improve the trade, and to multiply the 
productive powers of the country. Such is the law of nature, 
in all other trades;*— and, is the East India trade so essentially 
different from all other trades, that what is life to the one 
should be death to the other? No such nhing. A hundred, 
and a hundred times have the East India Company been chal- 
lenged to shew, wherein the East India trade was incompati- 
ble with the competition : yet, not one, circumstance have 
they been able to produce, which would bear a moment's inves- 
tigation, so truly worthless are the most vaunted of their 
pleas. 

Mr. Macpherson is even silly enough to say in one page, 
that . competition would produce excessive depression of 
prices, and in the next, to insinuate, that the Company sell 
cheaper than other dealers would be able to do. He says, 

•too, that as the Company dispose of their goods by auction, 
and never buy in, on their own account, the buyers have the 
making of their own prices. This is either consummate igno- 
rance, or a very criminal attempt at delusion. Does Mr. Mac- 
pherson not know, that there is another circumstance on which 
price essentially depends ? viz. the proportion between sup- 
ply and demand. And does he not know that this is altoge- 
ther at the arbitrary disposal of the Directors? Do they not 
prp^uce for sale, just as pinch or as little of their goods as 

^tbey please ? — that is, just such a portion as they calculate will 
bring the prices which they desire ? . 

It is insinuated, that, the Company having made the trade, 
and at a great ex pence, as is pretended, it is unjust to admit 
others to share in it. In the first place, it is not. true that 
the Company made the trade, except in so far as they pre- 
vented others from making it, and from making it better than 
they have done. In the next place, was this making imposed 
upon them, as a burthen I or was it solicited, and accepted as 
a boon ) It was granted as a benefit, from which others were 
excluded. The- Company, frpm the very beginning, clung to 
it as a benefit, and exerted all their powers to prevent other 
people from sharing in it. It has been an ad vantage, therefore, 
which they have all along enjoyed at the ex pence of their 
fellow subjects. What is now then their impudent pretension, 
but that of the sturdy beggar, who, if you have bestowed 
your bounty upon him two or three times, comes and tells. 
you he has a right to the perpetuity of it i It is iexactly the 
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same sort of pretension which would be set up by a lease- 
holder, who had obtained the lease of a part of a man's estate, 
free from rent, and, after two or three renewals, should come 
at the end of his last term, and say, I have a right to the per- 
petual enjoyment of this land, because, after having cultivated 
it so lcn£, having drained it, erected houses on it, and so 
forth, it would be unjust in you to bring art interloper to reap 
the fruits of my labour. According to this rate, every lease 
should become, ipso facto, a perpetuity: Every patent, for a 
new invention, should confer an endless monopoly : Eyery 
copy right should be an inheritable possession : Nay, every 
office, when a man is once put into it, should belong to him 
and his heirs for ever. 

Mr. Macpherson accuses Dr. Smith of consummate, igno- 
rance on Indian traffic; (Mr. Macpherson is a modest man}; 
and the ground of his accusation is Dr. Smith's conclusion, 
that the industry and skill of private merchants would render 
Asia a very important outlet for our manufactures. Mr. Mac- 
pherson, on the other hand, adopts, with perfect alacrity, the 
interested tales of the Company, that the Asiatics will not make 
use of our goods. We pretend to some knowledge of Indian 
affairs; and we inform Mr. Macpherson, (the Directors know 
that we are not speaking only our owu opinions, but the 
opinions of some of those who are the most profoundly ac- 
quainted with the local circumstances, and at this moment in the 
highest stations of their service), that it is owing to the misma- , 
nagement of the Company, and to that alone, that Asia is not a 
great outlet for our manufactures. The expence under 
which the Company trade, raises the articles to such a price, 
that an exceedingly small part of the population can alone 
afford the expence. Give the East India Company the mono- 
poly of our trade to Europe, or even to America, where the 
wants are most urgent, and they will soon turn the people from 
using our goods. The real fact is, that there is a great taste 
for European goods; and that nothing but the want of ability 
to purchase them prevents the purchase, even to an undefinable 
amount. 

The next grand objection adduced by Mr, Macpherson is 
that of colonization; an objection which may have made an 
impression on some of the narrowest of the narrow minds of 
our vulgar politicians; but by men who can look through a 
train of events, has ever been regarded as one of the weakest 
and vilest of prejudices. In the first place, could an European 
population, European arts, industry, and science, be speedily 
planted in India, where is the man who dares to look society 
in the face, and say he should wish to prevent it?. The great 
terror of the drivelling politician is, lest, in such an event India 
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should revolt, after the example of North America. r That is 
to say, these politicians, As is usual with ignorance dnd weak- 
ness, drdw an universal proposition from & solitary fact. But 
allowing their apprehension to be just; is there no danger of 
<oor losing Itadia at present? One among the doctrines with 
^frhich we are pestered, is — so near every moment are we to the 
losing of it, that if we permit but a fevr innocent missionaries 
to preach the gospel atnong the unhappy natives, our tenure is 
g6ne. Colonization, if it involve a danger of its own, would 
at any rate carry in its bosom an antidote to this more imminent 
danger. Its own danger is necessarily distant; it would there- 
fore render present possession only the more secure. And even 
if India were to become like America, would not that be to Great 
Britain the happiest event which could arrive ? North Ame. 
riea eagerly consumes 12,000,0001. of our goods per annum; 
—and gives us money for them ! 

In the next place, no wever, it is a fact, and otie which as 
friends to India we lament, that colonization, in the circumstances 
of the two countries, is a thing altogether impossible. All colo- 
nization, every thing deserving the name of colonization, always 
takes place, and must take place, from the most numerous 
order of the citizens ; that is, the poorest But the ex pence of 
ft voyage to India is too great for persons of that description. 
It is also notorious, that the wages of labour are, out of all pro- . 
portibti, smaller in India than here. All manner of labourers 
and. handicrafts would, therefore, be prodigious losers by a 
residence in India. In fact, they fcould not subsist upon what 
amply satisfies a native. If any of them, therefore, finds his 
way 6teir to India — and such an accident must be very rare — 
the firfct thing he does will be to endeavour to get back again. 
By the persons of superior education, view*, and capital, who 
tnky go dver there to make a fortune, it is surely ridiculou&lo 
talk of Colonization. — If knowing all this, Mr. Macpherson, 
could produce the argument of colonization against the free- 
dom of the Indian trade, be certainly is not a very safe adviser. 
If he did not know it, he was a very unfit person to write upon 
the subject. 

But we are tired, and so we fear are bur readers, with the 
exposure of the false assertions, and false opinions, of the 
Company and their advocates. We have not taken notice of 
all Mr. Macpfrersoti's pleas, but we have given a specimen of 
them, and the reader may take it upon our word, that there 
are ho * greater behind. n 
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/irt. III. Report of the Military Male Orphan Asylum at Madras, with far 
original Proofs and Vouchers, as transmitted from India in 1796, and 

?ublished in London in 1797, Sec. By the Rev. Andrew Bell, D, P. 
.. L. D. F. A, S. F. R. S. Ed. Master of Sherburn Hospital, Durham, 
8vo. pp. xxx. 126. Murray. 1812. 

Art. IV. The British System of Education, being a complete epitome of the* 
improvements and inventions practised at the Royal Free Schools, 
Borough Road, Southwark. By Joseph Lancaster. 8vo. pp. xvii, 56, 
1806. Longihan and Co. 1810. 

Art. V. Refiort of J. Lancaster?* Progress from the Tear 1798, with the 
Report of the Finance Committee for the Year 1810. 8vo. pp. 44. 
Printed by J. Lancaster, at the Royal Free School Press, Southwark. 
1810. 

Art. VI. A Comparative Fiew of the Plans of Education, as detailed in 
the Publications of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, &c. By Joseph Fox. 
The third edition. 8vo. pp. 67. Darton and Harvey, 181 1. 

Art, VII. The National Religion the Foundation of National Education* A> 
Sermon, preached in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London, oo> 
Thursday, June 13, 1811. By Herbert Marsh, D. D. F. R. S. &c. 
Margaret Professor of Pivinity in the University of Cambridge. The 
fifth edition. 8yo. pp. S3. Rivingtons. 1811. 

Art. VIII. A Vindication of Dr. BtWs System of Education, in a Seriea of 
Letters. By Herbert Marsh, D, D. &c. 8vo. pp. 32. Rivingtons. 181 U- 

Art. IX. The Origin, Nature, and Object of the New System of Education* 
12mo. pp. 210. Murray. 1 8 1 2. 

"IXTE now proceed, as we proposed, to consider which of 
the shapes, in which the new system of education is ii% 
practice, merits the preference. For this purpose, we shall 
examine the objections to the form it assumes in the L^r- 
casterian schools ; since, if they are solid, Mr. Lancaster'* 
plans, instead of the patronage and encouragement they hay?* 
met with, deserve nothing but contempt and reprobation. 

Mr. Lancaster's energies have not always occupied thj* 
same ground. The lady who bad the honour of first enlarging 
upon the mischiefs of his inventions, though she dwelt chiefly 
on the dangers to which they exposed the national church* 
said much in condemnation of tne principles on which his* 
schools were conducted, and of his mode of discipline and go- 
vernment. This latter topic, however, seemed to be unten- 
able; and accordingly it was very soon abandoned. In feet, 
both in the structure and management of his schools, it was 
evident he was in no respect inferior to Dr. Bell : while astQ 
economy, which is the principal thing in the education of the 
poor, he was confessedly superior, and indeed above all 
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praise. D|\ Bell's most judicious and warmest partizans went 
rto farther than to say, that his plans were quite, as good as 
Mr. Lancaster's, and that, considering the Church Catechism 
formed a part of his course of instruction, he had the fairest and 
most urgent claims to the support of every friend of church 
and state. So far as we recollect, this was the exact state of 
the case. The whole, indeed, of Dr. Marsh's Vindication is 
employed, not in evincing that Dr. Bell's method is better 
than Mr. Lancaster's, but merely in attempting to place the 
two forms of the same system upon an equality. 

Though given up by the wisest of Mr. Lancaster's adversa* 
ries, there was one topic too fruitful and alluring, not to cap- 
tivate a fanciful and ingenious writer. An examination into 
the little blemishes whrch might be descried in his inventions 
— the vices with which it was possible to charge them — pre^ 
sented an opportunity of shining and flourishing, which it was 
folly to thiqk he would let slip. Accordingly the author of the 
Origin, Nature, and Object of the New System of Education* 
(which is an article that appeared originally inthe Quarterly 
Review, reprinted with many additions and few improvements,) 
seems perfectly delighted in dragging to light and brushing 
up Mrs. Trimmer's dusty objections, and enriching them with 
additions from his own stock. So far is Mr. Lancaster from 
having improved the mode of tuition, that he has done no- 
thing but mischief. Every thing valuable he has taken from 
the Male Asylum, and wherever he differs from Dr. Bell, he fo 
childish, or absurd, or dangerous. It seems incumbent upon 
us to bestow some attention on the charges br6ught against 
Mr. Lancaster's inventions, as well as on those which are de- 
duced from his omissions. 

The obvious aim of the author of the Origin^ &c. which he 
pursues without any regard to consistency or decorum, is to 
trample Mr. Lancaster in the dust, ana expose him to the 
derision of that public who have been accustomed to view him 
with feelings of gratitude and admiration. The circumstance 
of his being a Quaker, we should have thought, would have 
been most inauspicious to his undertakings ; but, notwith- 
standing the cry raised against him on this very ground, it 
was this identical circumstance, maintains our ingenious author, 
(and not his enthusiastic zeal and indefatigable activity in a 
a good work,) * that most directly contributed to his success. 1 
If he travelled about the country explaining and recommend- 
ing the system, while Dr. Bell sat quietly at home,' he is not, 
therefore, intitled to our thanks ; since this was a task quite 
suited to his gross alid vulgar mind. Dr. Bell, this writer 
teaches us, published a pamphlet containing most important 
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inventions capable of being generally reduced to practice. But 
he went into retirement leaving them to their fate; and 
though his inventions were sanctioned and recommended by 
the Madras government, and though they were of vital im- 
portance to the national religion, yet to have attempted more 
would have perhaps been fatal to his schemes. Mr, Lancas- 
ter, however, dia a great deal more in less time ; but no 
thanks to him. He was a Quaker, Nothing consequently 
was too difficult for him. His mind was coarse. He was just 
the man, therefore, to perform laborious good works. It cer- 
tainly is most honourable to Dr. Bell, and is a convincing 
proof of the utility of his scholastic plans, that many of the 
children who were indebted to him for a very good education, 
have given him affecting testimonies of their unfeigned grati- 
tude. This forms, with great propriety, one of the best parts 
of our author's panegyric on that gentleman. But is it 
not also a fact, that Mr. Lancaster has given education to seve- 
ral thousand poor children who otherwise would have had 
none ; and that he cannot walk through the Borough without 
meeting every where, young men who bless him as their 
benefactor ? Yet our author cannot afford to speak a word in 
his praise; the circumstance of his being a Quaker, as it con- 
tributed the most to his success, having the effect of com. 
pletely neutralizing his merit 

A partisan can never see the least good in the party he op- 
poses: he would wish it to be believed it has none. Thai 
there is not an invention that this writer allows to Mr. Lan- 
caster, of any value whatever. Every innovation upon the 
usual mode of tuition, to which he can find nothing similar 
at Egmore, serves only to wear out the children's eyes, — or 
make them selfish, resentful, malicious, impudent, or stupid,— 
or amuse them with the appearance without imparting the 
reality of instruction, — or inspire them with a predilection 
for Newgate and slave ships. The ingenuity of this writer is' 
so singular and perverse, that we shall be somewhat more par- 
ticular in exposing his objections to Mr. Lancaster's effi- 
cacious and economical inventions. 

It was announced by Mr. Lancaster, that one book might 
be made to serve several hundred children ; that slates and 
pencils would supply the place of the ordinary materials for 
writing ; and that a boy who could merely read, might teach 
arithmetic. In these improvements, which have been prac- 
tised with great success, and which appeared, from observation 
and experience, to many judicious persons, cheap and effica- 
cious, the author of the Origin, &c. can see nothing to com* 
mend, but much to Ularae. 
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. In the substitution of one book for hundreds, he allows 
there is great economy ; but he is confident it roust be very 
prejudicial to the children's eyesight. For, it is found that 
the manufacture of watch chains has this effect; and there 
being an obvious similarity between the manufacture of watch 
chains and the reading of very large print at the distance of a 
few^feet, the consequence of both must be similar also. But if, 
on placing at the distance of about three feet one of Mr. Lao- 
caster's books of large print, the examiner should suspect the 
cogency of this argument, we would request him to remember 
that children are shorter sighted than grown up persons,— • 
Not content; with this objection, however, to the substi- 
tution of one book for many, he adds another no less 
weighty, for which he is indebted to Mr. Bowyer. So few 
books will be necessary in consequence of Mr. Lancaster's 
plan, that no bookseller will run the risk of publishing them : 
and the conductor of the schools, who must be at the charge of 
the edition, will then have the power of circulating whatever 
books he chooses. . If we imagined there were any persons, ex- 
cept Mr. Bowyer and our author, with whom this argument 
5ould have weight, we would remind them, that whoever con- 
ucts charity schools, must depend upon the benevolence of 
others for his support $e will be always amenable* to 
those who employ or patronise him, and like every other ser- 
vant, will be retained or dismissed according to his behaviour. 
Tiie danger, therefore, is purely imaginary. While neither 
the eyes nor the minds of children are in the least likely to be 
injured by this improvement, its economy must give it the 
preference to Dr; Bell's cards. 

. Feeble, however, as these arguments will be thought by 
ipost of our readers, those alledged against the substitution of 
sjates and pencils for pens, ink, and paper, are still weaker, 
^here are, indeed, two very essential points, of which this 
author almost always loses sight. He does not keep in mind, 
that Mr. Lancaster has not advanced a theory supported by 
dbstract reasoning, and destructible by the same instrument, 
but a plan recommended, in all its branches, by experience; 
a#d he forgets, that the instruction of the poor is the subject 
qf discussion. Hence, while he allows the use of the slate in 
teaching to write, to be a good and economical practice, as he 
Was in duty bound, Dr. Bell having condescended to; borrow 
it, he pretends it is not adapted to teach at once spelling and 
writing. But it is a fact, that the children can spell and read 
well,, w^o have been taught in this way. As Dr. Bell, how- 
ever, 4ojes not nipke so muck t\se of the slate a& Mr. Lancas- 
ter, and is therefore obliged to go to the expense of cyphering 
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txofcs, oar author has indulged us with the following- brilliant 
and pathetic objection. Having observed that boys delight to 
see their work growing under their hands, and that they will 
endeavour to do that neatly which is to be preserved, and find 
in the pieasnre of finishing a book and carrying it home, a 
powerful motive of hope* he adds : 

1 It was in fhe cyphering book that ehe ihaster used to display his 
p6wer of penmatiship in all the varieties of ornanfental writing i an art that 
We should be sorry to see lost. Even the flourishes which Mr. Tom- 
kins, the great professor of that art, regards with the same sort of con- 
tempt that the regular critic feels for an acrostic, are not without beauty ; 
and we remember, with pleasure, the pens, angels, and eagles which were 
the admiration of our boyhood. For the sake of these head and tad 
pieces, the book wherein they had been " flourished", was frequently pre- 
served ; to the son it became a point of comparison, and an object of 
blameless emulation ; to the father it brought back the remembrance of hi* 
youth ; and though the Arabians tell lis that «* the remembrance of youth 
is a sigh/' it brings with it something more profitable than regret, pp* 
85, 86. 

All this maybe very pretty, but il is nothing to the purpose* 
The business is to teach writing and cyphering to those who 
cannot afford a writing or a cyphering book, and who must 
remain untaught if either of them is necessary. This circum- 
stance alone would justify all the use that has been made of 
the slate and pencil, even if it were not also the effectual means 
of teaching at onee to spell and write.; of saving the teacher 
much time and labour j and of promoting diligence and activity 
among the boys. 

In answer to what this writer has objected to the Lanca- 
sterian mode of teaching arithmetic, that the end of it is ' the 
blind leading the blind, it is sufficient to say, that in this way 
the children do actually learn to cypher very expeditiously. 

The means by which order, quietness, and activity are pre- 
served in Mr. Lancaster's schools, have not, as might be fore- 
seen, escaped the critic** ridicule and contempt. They are, 
it seems, effectual for the purpose, but they are too minute. 
He is, however, much more offended at the expedients em- 
ployed to excite emulation among the scholars. He declaims, 
with vehemence, against the system of rewards. It is inconsis- 
tent with Mir. Lancaster's principles as a quaker ; and, indeetd, 
with the principles of every one as a Christian ; its tendency 
being to generate the meanest selfishness. ' After all, he does 
not object to rewards. He is on the contrary strenuous for 
giving them liberally, — only let them come to the boy as a 
rtward, not as a motive. * We profess our intellects are too- 
obtuse to understand thfe distinction. A reward which a boy 
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may expect, and which is not to be a motive, is like the unin- 
telligible refinements of quietism. The life of every reasonable 
man proceeds on the expectation of rewards. The difference 
here between Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster is, that the rewards 
of the former are indefinite, those of the latter definite. Both 
reward in order to encourage industry and good behaviour, and 
in both cases the expectation. of the reward must enter into the 
view of the boys. Now, .we believe, there is no comparison f 
between the influence of a definite and an indefinite, a certain 
and a doubtful reward. The operation of the former is power* 
ftil and constant, 

But it is the unfortunate Quaker's punishments that raises 
the indignation of this writer to the highest pitch:; Here, in- 
deed, he had a wide and fruitful field, with scarcely any check 
upon him. No mode of correcting bovs has been yet devised, 
to which plausible objections may not be raised. Though Dr. 
Bell says little of punishments, yet he frequently employs 
them. It is not, indeed, easy to see his schools in operation, 
as those who conduct them are extremely shy of admitting 
strangers. But with all these advantages, our anthor appears 
to be peculiarly unfortunate, in his objection to Mr. Lancas- 
ter's punishments. In condemnation of the tin or paper 
crowns with which Mr. Lancaster disgraces an offender, Mrs. 
Trimmer had said, " Surely it should be remembered, that 
the'3aviour of the World was crowned with thorns in derision, 
and this is a reason why crowning is an improper punishment' 
for a slovenly boy." Our author thinks this injudicious, but 
commends it as pious ; which is very strange in the advocate 
of a system of schooling, in Which kneeling in the midst of 
the school is a common and frequent punishment. The pos- 
ture of devotion, this author, With sill his zeal for piety, has no 
objection to convert into a source of misery. This practice is* 
perhaps, in harmony with making every thing subservient to 
the prosperity of the church. When children have been pu» 
wished into the custom of kneeling, it will, no doubt, become 
natural to them, and make them in love with their prayers. 
The following is a burst of our indignant anthor, at one of Mr. 
Lancaster's modes of correction. 

' In what English school, has any punishment been heard of half so se- 
vere as that of tying a boy up in a blanket, and leaving him to pass the 
night upon the floor in the school house ! What if he should be seized 
with a fit in such circumstances, or a fit of terror, which is as perilous m 
its effects as disease, and which, under such circumstances, is so likely I' 

If Mr. Lancaster, should in this instance, which has struck 
our tender critic with such horror* turn out to be more humane 
than Dr. Bell, it would be rat&er surprising. If, hpwever, our 
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Ridel's will beat the trouble to turn to the • twenty ^second 
page of the ' Instructions for conducting Schools'. of that gen- 
tleman, so enthusiastically comnpended bythe pathetic person- 
age before us, they will find him advising confinement during 
pay hours and holidays, and recommending solitary confinenaent 
in preference 'to severe flagellatioo*. Here then, in thesys- 
stem, which our author styles ' entire and perfect', is solitary 
confinement, prescribed as a punishment, — without even the 
humane provision of a blanket allowed by Mr. Lancaster. 

This writer seems to be so haunted with a dread of ridicule, 
as in some measure to forget what he is doing. He inveighs 
most bitterly pgainst the use Mr. Lancaster makes of it, ifi 
preserving order and obedience in his schools; as if the ut- 
most length tp which it is carried, were not recommended by 
Dr. Bell. 

* It ie no less beneficial, 1 says that experienced and benevolent teacher, 
' to the common weal, that whenever a boy behaves ill, and loses bis 
name with you, the boys to whose miad you give the lead* behave in the 
same manner you do to him ; and whenever he shews any degree of that 
obstinacy which k was so long and bo difficult to eradicate, from those 
children, they even refuse to admit him as their playfellow, and chase hint 
deom, tiH he is brought to his senses and to good conduct, far more suc- 
cessfully than the severest punishments inflicted in school, but disregarded, 
«r even gloried in, out of school.' Experiment on Education* &c. pp. 27. 

In Mr. Lancaster's schools what Dr. Bell here recommends 
is completely effected. Whenever a boy offends, his- school 
fellows concur with the master in reprobating his fault, and, 
to use Dr. Bell's expression, he is soon < brought to his senses, 
and to good conduct.' But our author prefers bodily pain, 
and correction by means of British birch, as being wise and 
humane compared with Mr. Lancaster's instruments of chas- 
tisement. For ' under the rod,' says he, ' the sufferer is at 
least encouraged to fortitude by his school fellows, and is 
commiserated by them.' p. 94. Now this is precisely what 
Dr. Bell condemns. It is to punish a boy without correcting 
him. It is to torture him without making him sensible of his 
feult, and to alienate him from the master, without effecting 
his amendment ; the ' commiseration and encouragement' of 
his school fellows fortifying him in his errors or his vices, 
and leading him to consider his teacher as unjust and cruel.* 

In the vehemence of his opposition, this critic, in the arti- 
cle of punishments, has dealt very unfairly by Mr. Lancaster. 
In his schools there are few occasions of punishment The fear 
of the corrections secures obedience; they quickly produce 
their effect ; and it is seldom necessary to repeat them. In the 
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large' school at Sheffield, tberg Were scarcely any punishment* 
inflicted during the last year. These facts, white they silence 
every theoretical objection, form the best panegyric of Mr. 
Lancaster's scholastic discipline and government 

On the whole, then, we are inclined to prefer the Lancas- 
terian schools. The great principle of tuition by : the 
scholars themselves is more effectually applied in them, than 
in the rival charities : the practices combined with it aoe 
more economical and more efficacious ; and they can boast of a 
more mild atid energetic system of order and discipline. But 
even if the two forms were equal in other respects, Mr. Lan- 
caster's omissions, on which ground the most frequent objec- 
tions have been made, would, in our opinion, be sufficient to 
' torn the scale in his favour. The reason of this opinion we 
shall endeavour to explain. • • 

The education of the poor, though now so cheap, can never 
become general without.vast expence. It is desirable, there- 
fore, that all persons who have wy thins; to spare for charitable 
* purposes, should contribute to this good work* But then to unite 
charitable personsof all sects and parties, acomon on ground must 
be chosen. That the poor should be taught to read, and write, 
and cypher is their unanimous wish ; and to whatever 4 religious 
party they may belong, they can ha\ T e no objection to the reading 
of' the scripture ; since, from it, they draw their religious princi- 
ples, by it they support them, and, in proportion as it is under- 
stood, believe they will prevail. In Mr. Lancaster's scheme, 
, therefore, the common ground seems to be found, and all 
r good men, it might be expected, would concur in its support 
, But no. They cannot with safety, say certain affectors of extra- 
ordinary concern for religion. Such a scheme is highly perni- 
cious. It leads to Deism — at least to Socinianism — certainly 
to an entire dereliction of the national faith and worship. 
This objection, our readers cannot fail. to observe, is the same 
that was made to Luther and his coadjutors, on proposing to 
put the scripture into the hands of the common people. 
This is the self same objection that persecutqrs have, in all 
ages, urged against the toleration of different religious sects 
iii the sanie country. But when the reformers put the scrip- 
tures into the hajids of the multitude, no such consequences 
followed as their adversaries predicted. Now that a toleration, 
unexampled in the annals of history, has been for years ex* 
. tended in this country, to all the divisions of religion, ^the 
true religion, instead of losing its votaries, seems to be better 
known and to acquire a greater influence. The nation becomes 
. more religious. 
y Yet this argument, so odious in itself, ancl so thoroughly re- 
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futed by the experience of ages, is^ thfc commoin place got 
tp by our Trimmers, our Sprys, and our Daubenys, for the 
purpose of opposing the education of the poor on principles 
m which all may conscientiously unite*. With this argument, 
the Margaret professor has filled his sermon front the chair of 
St. Paul. In the management of it, indeed, he has not been 
guilty of so many absurdities as those profound and logical 
decl aimers. And yet, naerely because Mr. Lancaster makes 
the Scripture alone,, without the articles, Dr homilies, or liturgy 
of the English diarchy his religious school book, the professor 
broadly insinuates, that his system of education teaches indiffe- 
rence as Co religion ; plainly affirms, it is favourable to Socinia- 
msm; and stoutly maintains that* the consequences of its ge- 
neral adoption will be the overthrow of the national Church. 

* In such circumstances, "[as those of being taught in Mr. Lancaster's 
tchoolsj they [the children] will either cdodse no religion, or if they choose 
any, it will be raete accident that they fall on the right one.' p. 12. * It,* 
Mr. Lancaster's System of Education, * appears to be more favourable to 
Unitarianism than to any other form of religion. 9 p. 23. &c &c. 

We trust we need spend but few words to shew, that the 
reading of the feible is pot the high road to indifference as to 
religion; nor. is it necessary to be at much pains to evince, 
that, when combined with writing and cyphering, it is no very 
likely instrument to make the lower or« ers Socinians. For 
our friend, the author* of jthe Origin, &c. informs us, * th«ir's is 
areligioii which has never reached the lower classes, and never 
will reach them/ p. 112. Passing over, therefore, the ten- 
dency of Mr. Lancaster's system to multiply Deists and Soci- 
nians, we shall consider the aspect it bears to tne national reli- 
gion. And he|*e we beg leave to dissent entirely from Dr. 
Marsh and bis fellow- labourers. As to the Church, Mr.. Lan- 
caster's system of teaching the reading of the Bible, together 
with writing and cyphering, we mufst think is perfectly inno* 
cent. For, allowing that the children instructed in the Lan- 
casterian schools might have been instructed elsewhere^ which 
was by no means the case, and consequently might have been 
taught whatever catechism their parents thought proper, tbey 
receive no sinister bias in these schools; they are neither alie- 
nated from Episcopacy, nor prejudiced in favour of Presby- 
tery. The truth, however/is, — these children would never 
have been instructed at all. They would have been brought up 
in gross ignorance, and, consequently, in vice and irreligion. 
They would have been like their parents, who, as our learned 
professor informs us, are incapable of teaching religion to 
their children. They could never, therefore, have been mem** 
beis of the English, or any other church. 
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We find, indeed, the: utmost difficulty in persuading our- 
selves, that any intelligent man, who i& attached to the Church 
from;. better than secular motives, can honestly think that Mr. 
Lancaster's system, ivere it generally adopted, would be in the 
least degree detrimental to the Church. If, as all honest mem- 
bers of the Church suppose, and we are not inclined to ques- 
tion it, her doctrine and polity are founded and supported by 
the Scriptures, the practice of reading them must be something 
more than, neutral. So far from encouraging hostility to her 
principles or government, it must be in the highest degree fa* 
vourable. From the Scriptures her doctrines are derived ; and 
on them her polity must rest. Whoever teaches children to read, 
and makes the Bible his school book, does something towards 
making £henr members of the English Church : he contri* 
bjites to her support: he lays the foundation on. which, }\er 
teachers may build with security. Here, then, is a fine^oppor- 
tunity for Churchmen of turning the activity of the sectaries 
to the good of the establishment, and of exercising their charity, 
while they promote the interests of their religion, and), the 
well-being of the poor. No sacrifice of principle is here re- 
quired : the result of such union can be only pure good. But 
here a faction of the watchmen of the Church interpose.-* We 
must, say they, on no account associate with dissenters, for 
the best of purposes/ Should the stream of Rpiscopalian cha- 
rity receive in its progress the rivulet of the Presbyterian, the 
Independent, or the Quaker, it would be instantly polluted, and 
henceforth flow in mischief to the Church', ami calamity to the 
State. « We must retaiu the strength of the establishment in 
its own channel' We can do no good, except it is solely and 
entirely for the prosperity of; our Church. We have not learnt 
what it means to have mejxy, and not sacrifice." 

To justify this monstrous alienation of mind from fellow 
Christians, in points where union would be safe and natural, 
various pretexts are alleged. All the advantage, say these 
vigilant watchmen, must necessarily be on the side of dissent- 
ers. For Mr. Lancaster's school-book is the Bible alone, aiid 
not the homilies or liturgy. But are not the doctrines of the 
English church contained in the Bible? Is not the liturgy, are 
not the articles, the faithful echoes of the scripture! Where 
the Bible, the source of Christiauity, is hourly read, a Profes- 
sor of Divinity affirms that the doctrinesof Christianity,' as taught 
by the Church of England, have no admission ! But have 
the dissenters no expositions of Scripture, no confessions of 
faith, no books of devotion? Do not they also lose sight of 
their peculiarities? 
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But then it is a. matter of conscience not to unite with . dis- 
senters. Churchmen, our learned professor maintains, cannot 
contribute to schools in which the liturgy is not in use, and 
the children are not made to frequent the parish church, 
* without betraying the cause which they are pledged to de- 
fend.* This may be correct, but we protest it is quite new to 
us. The Church has done nothing to provide her members at 
once wiih the means of instructing their children in her 
doctrine and the first rudiments of science. The legislature 
has done nothing to establish schools at which all might attend. 
There are no parish schools endowed by the nation. There 
are no day schoo s, that we know of, where the children are 
■ marshalled for Church on the sabbath. If parents neglect to 
send their children, or masters their servants, to be catechised 
on the sunday, or gpd fathers and godmothers to ' teach the 
child, as soon as he is able to learn, all things that a Christian 
ought to know and believe to his soul's good,' or the curate 
to examine the youth of his parish on Sundays and holidays, 
they certainly * betray the cause which they are pledged tQ 
to defend. 1 For these duties are enjoined by authority and 
they have solemnly promised to perform [them. But the law 
says nothing about reading and arithmetic. E< ery man is left 
to procure these advantages for his offspring, where he can 
most conveniently find them- Instead of neglecting their 
duty, then, by sending theirchildren to Mr. Lancaster's schools 
to learn to read their bibles and their prayer books, Churchmen 
take several steps to the discharge of it. Thereby, the 
children are qualified to understand their catechism, and to 
improve the examinations of the curate, and are prepared to 
embrace the principles of the Church. 

But in the harmless practice of teaching children to refcd 
their bibles, and master the multiplication table, these clear 
sighted alarmists, perceive a formidable and premeditated attack 
upon the establishment. They are so actuated with a secta- 
rian spirit that they think nobody can stir without intending 
them some evil. Thus in the union of Christians for the circu- 
lation of the scripture, they were sure a combination lurked for 
the downfall of the Church. In the efforts that are making to 
banish ignorance from the land, and impart to the poar the 
the blessings of instruction, -^instead of Virtuous men labouring 
for the good of their fellows; they discover nothing but hos- 
tility to the Church, contempt of her creed, dereliction of her 
worship. They are so much of partisans themselves, that 
they cannot believe anyone can pursue an object of unmixed 
benevolence. It is, however, foolish to b£ affected by the 
fears of such persons. No attack has been made on the church. 
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No contempt has been discovered of her doctrine or worship; 
If she has sufferedat all, it is only by the imprudence and 
absurdity of her Sprys and Daubenys, . . 

Mr. Lancaster's schools are open for all. In prpposjng -a 
test — in advising schools into which none but the children of 
s Churchmen should be admitted— even his enemies. could not 
but feel some misgivings at the illiberal and uncharitable 
appearance of such a proposal : thus professor Marsh, the 
author of the Origin, &c, and in short, all bis .more intelli- 
gent adversaries. They have, however, attempted to soften 
down this prejudice, which would naturally rise against them, 
jn all Christian hearts. It is necessary, Dr. Marsh pretends, 
that the children should be taught the: catechism and 
brought to the Parish Church, for the security of the national 
.faith. < Hard, indeed,' he admits, < must be the heart of that 
. wan, and poor indeed his understanding, who can see a fellow 
creature in distress, and coldly ask before he relieves him, to 
what religion he belongs. Whether a.Jew, or a Samaritan. a 
, Christian, or a Turk, it is a human being, that wants our 
assistance, and if we refuse it, because bur religions are dif- 
ferent, we bring disgrace upon our own. 1 p. 9. But it seems to 
us, that this hard and unfeeling, and we may say unchristian 
conduct, is precisely what the professor recommends. Do 
your parents use the liturgy,? do they frequent the Parish 
. Church ? are they willing you should learn the Church cate- 
chism ? Are the .questions ihe children must answer in the affir- 
mative, before the professor will teach them their letters. They 
jare perjskin£;far lack of k/iqwledge^ but np.pl/iUitthrppy can 
warrant the professor sa far to neglect his qwri religion as %o 
leach tbeiXi to read tbeirbjble^ except be is first assured they 
will pay him tithes. , 

This charge of bigotry and jancharitableness, which tbfi 
• -Margaret professor has attempted to parry off witli " neces;- 
sity, the tyrant's. pj,ea;" his felJQvv jaboyrer, the author of the~ 
-HOngin, &c. endeavours ,to. ajebut by other considerations, 
-j. Heseems to, revolt^ the cruelty, /jppn which Dr. Marsh pro- 
. Jessed to be forced, by bis rpligipjp, and aliedges that tnere 
are very fe*v, dissenters whosje;^t)il4ren nped a gratuitous edu- 
cation. Ifth£ strictest test^ proposed, is adopted^ not mc>re, 
he is persuaded, than J800 children in- all. luigjand, would be 
^ excluded fro#i the natipnal schools* Whatever- uncharitably- 
:mess, therefore, it would . inyo^e^ it is /evidently' so, trifling, 
\ 4hat tbe unreadable , clamour rna><fe> about itj is not so, much 
e because the mere rqadipgof jjhejjcrjptorc wo^ld he serviceable 
.at*, th£c<fes£fl!?P» j as ^ausj^^^ld ^e.^mjiy^us to tlje 
.establishment. We cannot acquiesce iq oaf author's pal*. 
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ttrfttion. tf it had served bis purpose, he could have mads 
the sectaries* children mare thousands than he has made 
them hundreds. *But l asif dissatisfied with thb plea, lie pre-* 
seritly devises another. For the sake of the children of the 
orthodox -dissenters, he is for- insisting only on learning the 
catechism, to .Which he is sure there can be no solid objection* 
and leaving it to the choice of the parents, whether the 
children should go to Church or not. Any compulsory regu- 
lation would, in this case, he thinks, be mischievous. In 
this instance, we heartily agree with the critic. It is more 
decent, and is likely to be productive of > greater good for 
children to accompany their parents to the place of 'divine 
nmrship, than to be assembled' for the purpose* and inarch rank 
and file. - But here this winter has gone much farther than ht$ 
was authorized. This moderation which our author so warmly 
recommends is strongly reprobated by the Margaret professor* 
1 Dr. Herbert Marshy the able reasoner, to whom,' says out 
-Anonymous author, * the country is so much indebted foe 
1 the manly and decisive manner in which he has delivered 
' his opinion upon this important controversy,' is on this, 
point in express contradiction to his panegyrist. 

' Do the members of the Establishment shew the same wisdom wkh 
the Dissenters* in promoting plans of educatipn, where it is a matter of 
indifference, whether the children on a Sunday frequent the conventicle or 
the church ? No education in this country can be entitled to the appellation 
of national, where the children attend not the service of the Established 
Church!* • 

Speaking of the charity-schools, which benevolent indivi. 
dmHs t h?v6 founded and endowed in various parts of the king* 
dom, and which be calls parish schools, he says — 

* Regular atend^nce at the parish church, on the Sabbath-day, was.no ' 
Jew required, than attendance at the parish school on other days. Had 
this system of parochial education been carried to a greater extent, or had 
it been more generally retained, the defection from the Established Church 
would never have been raised to its present height.' Sermon, pp. 6, 7. 

We have quoted these' sentences principally to shew how 
foolish and mischievous, in this * able reasonerV judgement, is 
that plan, recommended as wise and beneficial by the critic, 
which teaches boys to read and .write, without compelling 
them tp frequent the parish church. But they will also serve 
another purpose. Our anonymous author has charged the 
enemies of tests and restrictions upon education with unfair 
dealing, in arguing as if it had been proposed to establish 
schools, to which none should be admitted but such as went to> 
Church on Sundays arid holidays. i They represent it/ says 
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he, l as the wish of those who contend for the establishment of 
national schools, to introduce 4, cofapplaory regulation, require 
r g the children to go to church,* p. },l£. From the precedr 
ing sentences, it appears tf>ey,r^preseD4;e4 the matter fairly; 
and our readers will now know what to think of a writ§r K whp 
a*ten»pt6 to bring odium upon Ms opponents, by assuming the 
contrary, as the true representation. ... 

The advocates of restriction frequently quote the exatnpl? 
of Scotland, not merely to recommend the adoption of a simi* 
lar system in this country, bwt as a proof of the good that may 
be expected from their excluding principles, , Our ( able rea- 
son* r,' the Margaret pro feasor, after; describing wha| he style* 
the parochial system of education of England, which consist* 
in us'ng the liturgy, learning the .Church e#tecbism, and at-, 
tending the parish church, adds, * The good effects of this sys 
tem in Scotland', on. the religion tbeqe establishec), is (are) 
known to every man, who is acquainted with /that pajtf of *ur 
island. 1 p. 6. This must sound very odd ju the ears of thos# 
who have but even a moderate acquaintance ? with that partiof 
our island 9 There, every parish has its schoolmaster, sup- 
ported by the same funds, and under the same superintend- 
ence, a6 the minister. There is no liturgy, no forms of pray- 
er ; nQr is .attendance on the Ktrk expected from the scholars. 
The parochial schools in Scotland, therefore, whose * good 
effects on th^ religion there established,* are so well * known/ 
as it respects forms of worship and attendance on the Kirk-r- 
which Dr. Marsh considers essential to national education — ars 
precisely such as Mr. Lancaster and his friends recommend. 
If they had been in search of a case in thedr favour, they could 
not huye found one more to the point, or mote decisive, tjian 
that quoted against them, by the most enlightened of their an- 
tauouists. Our reader* will not fail to remember, that, of a 
sy stem of education free and unfettered, accessible to all sects of 
religion, where the Bible is the common school book, the great 
advocate of restrictions assures us— that t the good effects,' 
not'merely upon the intelligence or -morality of the people 
(though that is likewise the case), but upon the religipn 
there established, * are known. ta every mail who is acquainted 
with that part of the island. 1 No wonder the Scotch clergy 
iave so gene rally declared in favour of Mr. Lancaster's sys- 
tem j since it is so similar to that which has been so advanta- 
geous to their religion. But it is a wgnder that any clergy- 
man or laic, with such a notorious example before his eyes, 
should imagine, that a much purer and more liberally endowed 
establishment would receive, not good, but evil, from a system 
of education equally accessible as the -Scotch to all religious 
sects in the nation. 
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The last pretext employed to repel the charge of bigotry 
and uncharitableness, by Mr. Lancaster's enemies, is, thateacn 
party may have their own schools. " We n\ ust,' say they, 
* retain the strength of the Establishment in its own channel,' 
We must unite the Bible and the Liturgy together. If we 
teach children to read and write, we must be sure they fre- 
quent the parish church. But we would not wish to present 
Jtoe dissenters from encouraging Mr. Lancaster's schools, whi- 
ther all who cannot conform to the Establishment may »end 
.their children. They niay have their own seminaries. " 

It is certainly very liberal 
the repeal of the toleration ac 
fortuity would not have gone e 
ther? pi visions and parties a 
.are to be be discouraged, no 
tional education, in which th 
of trial, been found benenVia 
seems inconclusive loalfedgt 
reason why education should 
cjpjes. A Churchman niay,; 
unite witty dissenters in supj 
,Ifhe may, there is no que&j 
should fee filled up, not wide 
to throw down the barriers of 
raised up ; not to strengthe 

Wherever good men can unite, for a good work, without sacri- 
ficing their principles, their union becomes an imperious duty 
to each oilier, and to the cause of goodness in general. 

But if this proposafof rival seminaries is sincere, there is no 
occasion to abandon the Borough school. The catechism may 
be taugbt in schools on Mr. Lancaster's model, as well as in 
those on Dr. Bell's. It is a mere extraneous circumstance. 
Indeed, in many schools, conducted on the Lancastrian plan 
the catechism w taught; while the greater efficacy, and es- 
pecially the superior economy of that plan, clear y iutitles 
IX to the preference, 

. To this proposal, again, of distinguishing the religious divisions 
of the nation, by their seminaries for teaching their poor to 
.read the Scriptures, there is another most weighty objection. 
The advantage of the new mode of tuition arises, in a great 
measure, from the numbers that are instructed. If the district 
is not populous; if the children who need gratuitous education, 
do not exceed 900 or .1000, which one person can easily super- 
intend ;.to have two schools, is to double the expence. One 
school is amply sufficient for most parishes. But if the num- 
ber of children amounted to 200Q, .it is very improbable they 
shoul4.be exactly balai^ced, one-half frequenting the Church, 
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and the other the conventicle. In some parts the friends of 
the Church, in others the dissenters are the most numerous. 
Jn many places the sectarian children must go without instruc- 
tion ; — and though the sectaries now keep open house, anfl 
welcome all comers, they may possibly in time be soured by 
opposition; and therefore, in many places', the children of 
poor Churchmen must go untaught. ' \ ' * ' 

It is likewise deserving of consideration, that the alarmists— *- 
the partisans of tests — talk much of the interference of govern- 
ment in the affair of education. They hope, and pray, ^nd ad- 
vise, that legislative enactments may be made, providing in 
every parish the means of education tor the lower brders; The 
legislature has, hitherto, been deaf to the cries' of the poor, 
sunk in ignorance and vice, and has done nothing for their in- 
struction. If, after having rejected, the wise and liberal mea- 
sures proposed by some of their own body, they should heark- 
en to the clamour raised by the advisers and promoters of ex- 
cluding plans of education, and resolve on the formation of 
parish schools, the restrictionists will be thrown into inestri- 
cabie difficulty. For a parish school must be sdpported by 
the parishioners. Most parishes consist of dissenters as 
weH as Churchmen. However much, therefore, the aWmists 
ttiay think it their duty to 'retain the strength of the establish- 
ment in its own channel,' they will scarce have the confidents 
to attempt to force the strength of dissenters thither also; 
and to propose compelling them to support schools, to which 
they caunot in conscience send their children. Their schemes, 
then, are incompatible with a system of national education; 
and if the legislature should at last interfere in the Business of 
schooling, from their known wisdom and equity, to say no- 
thing of their liberaRty and moderation, it may safely be 'pre- 
sumed, they will decide in favour of the unex eluding principles 
of the Lancasterian institution. 

One thing more we must suggest to those who seriously 
wish for the education of the poor, as likely to engage them 
in the vigorous support of tne Borough schools. Those 
who now oppose them with such vehemence, as most injurious 
to the establishment, never imagined that the establishment 
was in danger from the gross ignorance of the people. Agefe 
of darkness had passed by, and they kept profound "silence* 
They were not even found in the practice of catechising 
the youth entrusted to their care, a duty to which they 
were bound by a regard, at once, to their most solemn en- 
gagements and the highest interests of the chtrrcb.-" They 
were not back ward* even to Condemn such of their brethren as 
were more zealous in the discharge of this, and other cle»- 
rical duties,- than themselves 1 . They never entettam#d an£ . 
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measures for the education of the poor. It was not till the. 
darkness began to retire, till vigorous exertipns were actually 
making for diffusing the blessings of instruction, till they 
imagined that the teaching of the poor to read and write 
id some way or other must be detrimental to their interests, 
that they thought of bestirring themselves. It was not be- 
cause they -cared, for the poor, not because they were sorry 
so many; thousands o£ their fellow creatures were perishing 
in misery and poverty and vice, for want of a little instruction,, 
that they put their hand at last to the good work. The' 
business was taken up and going on successfully and rapidly. 
Then it was tbey began — not to assist but to obstruct, not. 
to v.ideo but to narrow the stream. Their zeal and. activity 
are the fruit of pure opposition. It ip to Mr. Lancaster, it 
should seem, and his friends, that we owe the good they 
are now. effecting. But can it reasonably be supposed that 
their activity will increase. as the cause of it gets weaker. 
If the Borough institution and its numerous branches, are' 
notzealously encouraged and supported, is it not probable, that 
all the noise and bustle ijts enemies make about the education, 
of the: poor, will come to an end ? If tbey fear no danger, 
will they not, as formerly, cease to watch and labour ? Their 
alertness is occasioned by their fears ; and their fears will live 
and operate, just as the seminaries, which they oppose, appear 
to flourish or decay. We .leave this to the consideration of all 
the sincere friend* of education, of every religious persuasion* 

Art. X. Later* on the Nleobar Islands, their Natural Productions and 
the Mansers, Customs, aad Superstitions of the Natives ; with an account 
of an attempt made by the Church of the United Brethren, to conrert 
them to Christianity. Addressed by the Rev* John Gottfried HaeaseJ, 
(the osly.smviving Missionary) to the Rev. C.I. Latrobe.'Svo. pp. 
7& Hatcbard; Seeley, and Co. 1812. 

TN a late number of this Journal, a cpncise account. was 
given of the. various missionary establishments which are 
at present supported by the church of the United Brethren. 
The pamphlet before us consists principally of a narrative of 
one of their Unsuccessful attempts, which' have not bden few, 
to increase the number of those establishments ; and affords 
at the same time, several remarkable particulars, respecting 
the inhabitants and natural productions of the Nicobar Islands. 
The letters, eight; in number, which form the substance of the 
pamphlet, are translated by Mr* Latrobe, from the original* 
of Mr. Haepsel, the only surviving missionary. To these is 

Srefixed, by way of preface, a letter ifrom the translator tQ 
ir. Wilberforce, whose enquiries respecting the result of the 
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undertaking, the commetaeernent of which is noticed in* 
Crantz*s History of the Brethren, seems to have given rise to 
the production now before us. Mr. Haensel himself, spent 
seven years in this- station, out of thirty-eight in which he 
has been engaged iri the service of the United Brethren V 
Wissions; and after suffering numberless hardships and. dan** 
gerous illnesses, is still a most active, cheerful, and zealous 
labourer in the same pious cause, at the age of sixty- 
three. 

These islands are situated at the entrance of the Bay of 
Bengal in $° N. Lat. and 94° E. Long, north of Sumatra ; 
and by their position form several commodious harbours. The 
mission was founded in Nancauwery, the southernmost. It wa* 
originally undertaken in 1758, by the wish of the king of Den* 
mark, under whose auspices a commercial establishment, com* 
menced there by the Danish East India Company in 1756, but 
soon afterwards abandoned, was intended as speedily as pos- 
sible to be renewed. The missionaries reached Tranquebat 
in July, 1760, but the new establishment on theNioobar Islaftdi 
was not formed till 1768, when six of die brethren immediately 
repaired thither, and settled at Nancauwery. • The Danish 
East India Company were soon compelled, by the mortality 
among their servants and colonists, to abandon their project 
Of a factory. After undergoing great hardships and ciiffi* 
tulties, partlv arising from the unhealthiness of the climate, 
partly from the precarious and inadequate means of conunu* 
ni cation with Tranquebar, for supplying the n ec e ssaries of 
Of life, the surviving missionaries, -at length finally abandoned 
the attempt in 17*7, without having been able to master tjie 
scanty tut difficult language, and without any proofs of that 
success, in the prosecution of their benevolent labours* which 
might have consoled them under the necessity of bringing 
them to a conclusion. The superintendance of ttm melancholy 
duty felt upon Mr. Haensel, whose services bad only, com- 
menced in 1779, and who in taking a final leave of .the island, 
bad to abandon tfae graves of eleven of his brethren* 

. * My last farewell, (he says) with the, inhabitant*, who had locked to 
Me from all the .circumjacent islands, was very affecting. They wept and 
howled for grief, and begged that the Brethren might soon return to them. 
We always enjoyed their esteem and love, and they do not deserve to he 
classed with their ferocious neighbours, the Malays ; being, in genera}, 
jtind and gentle in their dispositions, except when roused by jealousy, or 
pther provocations ; When their uncontrolled passions ^yifl lead them hub 
excesses, as soine of the Danish soldiers experienced* We always found 
ineni ready to sero ut/ p. 27. ' 
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As the pamphlet te of so small a price, we shall not attempt 
any abstract of the information it contains, bat merely select 
one or two passages; in order to enforce our recommen latiort 
of it, as a curious and interesting publication, the qu;i'ntn«ss 
of which, in some points* is much more than atoned for by r 
its piety. 

• On my frequent excursions along the sea coast, it sometimes happened 1 
that I was benighted, and could not, with convei " 
ling ; but I was never at a loss for a bed. The 
consist* of a remarkably fine white sand* whic 
is perfectly clean and dry. Into this I dug 
enough to contain my body, forming a mound aa 
then lav down* and by collecting the sand over 
up to the neck*. My faithful dog always lay aci 
give the alarm, in case of disturbance from at 
was under no apprehension from wild animals. 
never haunt the open coast, but keep in creeks 
are no ravenous beasts on the island. The oo 
was from the nocturnal perambulations of an 

of all sizes, the grating noise of whose armour would sometimes keep 
me awake* But they were well watched by my dog; and if any one. 
ventured to approach, he was sure to be suddenly stezed, and thrown^ 
to a more respectful distance ; or if a crab of more tremendous appearance 
deterred the dog from exposing his nose to its claws, he would bark and 
frighten it away, by which, however, I was often more seriously alarmed, 
than the occasion required. Many a comfortable night's rest have I 
had in these sepulchral dormitories, when the nights were clear and 
dry.' pp. 36, 37. 

Unfortunately Mn Haeoeel was do naturalist, so that the op« 
portunity of extending the sphere of botanical and zoological 
knowledge, was in a great degree lost upon him. As an cm- 
scientific observer, be was intelligent and active. His account? 
of the serpents i& very curious : his manner of taking thena was 
as follows, 

•Far from being afraid of serpents* I went out purposely to disco- 
ver their haunts, in the jungle or among the rocks* defending my lege- 
with a pah- of strong boots; and if I could prevent their sapping off 
into their holes, and irritate them §o as to make them attempt to 
strike me, my work was done. For a serpent thus situated { .will coil 
himself up, and instantaneously darting forward his head, strike and 
bite whatever comes in his way. I then presented fWy hat, -which the 
animal violently seized with his fangs i when, Instantly snatching it away* 
I seldom failed to extract them by the sudden' jerk; for, bring euhwd* 
they cannot be readily withdrawn, and sitting *but loosely in: the gunu* 
ire easily disengaged. Being thus rendered in 4 great > degrte uhawfafeis* 
Ij>hraed their heads down, and tied them n£. (&re&t> ;care, hevm^n 
ii required not to 'suffer yourself td be lacerated by their •eetfj, or. tar > am/ 
oiher way, while preparing their heads, ahd refruag the tfadga; fa if, B 
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wound is thus iriflkted, even loog after their death; the consequences v€ 
dreadful, and often fata), of which x * * *" * * 

which came immediately under my < 



dreadful, and often fatal, of which I might relate many singular instances 

obtervatioD.Vnp.4O9 4i. 



Some of our countrymen would find it> Nfttioaowery ,. the * 
very perfection of that civil liberty, 4he deplorable want of 
which in England, as in all other European countries* se»* 
much embitters their existence. ., ... ,„. #J 

' The natives of these islands are a free peo£le f perfectly independent,' 
fcuthave a captain in every village. There are, indeed, several wtoo* 
claim the rank of captain, as being more sensible and <etever than their " 
neighbours, but only one of the number is considered a*, die Omjak h&tut 
or the great master of the house. Yet no one is bound to fcbgy him, 
for all of them, male and female, consider themselves under ft6«mtr0ul 
whatever ; and the captain must take care, that he : does not offend, by 
pretending to command He is sure to be disobeyed, Unless they are 
pleased to listen to friendly representation. All the preference given him/ 
consists in this ; that when a ship arrives, he is allowed to* go first on- 
board, and to make the bargain if they have any thing to baiter.* p. 45. 

The state of morals is very dissolute, though not«p horribly 
depraved as in some of the islands of the Pacific; and nHirders 
are only committed, ' when there w, as they s$y, a neces- 
sity for it.* The natives were not destitute of kindness and 
friendliness in their deportment, towards the missionaries, 
whom, we hardly need observe, they had so much reason to 
esteem. As to religion, they appeared utterly ignorant, 
and almost totally incapable artd undesirous of instruction. 
They are very superstitious, notwithstanding; are .great beV' 
lievers and dirfces of sorcery; and have a number of 
devils, to one of whom they ascribe the creation of the world* 
and in fact the responsibility for all the crime* committed iu* 
it. 

We shall merely add the account of a very, distressing si?*, 
tuation, in which Mr. Haensel found himself, in consequence, 
©f the office of President, or manager, whicjx tqwards the 
end of his stay in the island, he ha4 been almost compelled to- 
undertake in behalf of the Company* It was not the. only ag- 
gression th6se peaceable persons suffered from the treacherous 
and cruel Malays. 

*. 'Having .performed our usual evening devotions, we were preparing^ 
to retire to bed : when we heard a noise without, and immediately after, 
a violent knocking at the door. On opening it, I was not a little alarm- 
ed to see a great number of Malaya surrounding, the entrance* I criedj 
silently to the Lord to protect us against their evil designs ; but though, 
Oiy fears were great, L assumed an authoritative air, keepingmy station in^ 
the doorway, as if determined not to Jet them enter. . The foremost^ 
however, pushed in, and WW the Nacata himself came up. He tre&V 
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cheroady held oat faii hand* but on my offering him mine, he grasped it" 
firmly, and dragged me with him into the house.- The Malays immediate* 
ly filled all the chairs, and 1 stood before them. I had no other hope 
but in the mercy of God, to whom I sighed for help in this trying 
moment. Mean while more of them crowded into the room, and sat; 
down on the floor, closely watching me, armed with their creeses or 
daggers. Though 1 preserved a firm and undaunted appearance, I. 
cannot describe my feelings, for I expeeted to be immediately sacrificed 
to their fury. The Nacata addressed me by saying, that he was come 
hither to ask, whose property the cannon were to be, his or mine ? I an- 
swered, €( that he came to the wrongperson to make that inquiry ; for I 
was only a servant of the King of Denmark, as he, according to his own 
account, was only the servant of the King of Queda. Neither of us, there- 
fore, could determine who was to have the cannon. Our respective 
masters, and they only, were able to setde that point. He had told 
me that had received orders to fetch them ; and I could assure him, that 
I had orders to protest against it : we both therefore, had only done our 
4uty. All now* depended upon this point, whether my king, or his. 
king, had any right to give orders in these islands, and to .claim the pro- 
perty in question*' 9 At this answer, he became quite furious, and began 
to talk about the ease, with which the Malays might murder us all. Some 
of them even drew their daggers, and shewed how they were tipped 
with poison. They looked, indeed, more like a host of devils, than a 
company of human creatures. On a sudden they all jumped up, and 
seemed to rush upon me. I commended my soul to the Lord, and 
called upon Him for deliverance, awaiting the issue in silence, when, 
to my surprise, they quitted the room, one by one, and left me standing 
alone, in astonishment at their conduct. I shall never forget the dreadful 
scene, and think of it , at this moment, with • shuddering. As soon as 
they were all gone, and I found myself in safety, 1 fell, on my knees, 
and with tears, gave thanks to God my Saviour, who had heard ray ; 
prayers, and rescued me' out of the hands of these savages. My Brethren 
who had very properly retired into the wood, when the Malays first burst 
into the house, noV* returnee!, and we wept for joy to see each other 
alive. < 

'In die morning, the Nacata's 'prow, with two others, were seen 
at anchor under Tricut, many miles from hence. The people there told 
ui afterwards, that the Nacata had said, that the Danish Resident at 
Nancauwery was a very ^reat sorcerer , for he had tied their hands, and 
they could do nothing with hi^B>' pp.6ft--71. > 
i. ■ ■ . , ■■ , i ", i .,, ( <■ i i • ■ i. i ■■ 

Art. XI. Twive Sermon* on varkus Subjects ; and a Narrative of the 
first Appearances of our; Lord, on the Day of his Resurrection, with . 
Notes. By the late Gabriel Stokes, D. D; 8vo. pp. 330. 'Price 10s. 6d. 
Cadell and Dayfes. 1812. 

I^BE author of these discourses was bom in Dublin, en- 
joyed every advantage of educatiop, .and at the age .of 23, . 
was made fellow of Trinity College. He soon after marri^ 
a&d Obtained the Rectory of Antrea, in the county of Tyrone 
Vol. VIII. % V 
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vfrpff be. r^sfctod* during fourteen ytM*»; totol fa: «ui ads 
ic*R#edrtp t&grtastershiffcof the oosporatic*<s«i>Q*l c^W^tar- 
ftadr; ami on 4be accessitom of Bishop- Nemeome «► itla^ see^ 
%* Stokes wap promoted' to the Chaneeltorshi^ of the- Bio- 
<me \ beyond this 1 dignity ha was never advanced.. 

With the exception of the last, th^e s^npons. were alf 
preached at the cath$draj' of ' Wateiford, an^l qge described; 3*, 
a? selection from about 150, which were left, by. D}r. S^i^wv-' 
ous stages of correctness, but uons. of wbjcb t aRpepp ty« fcwgi 
been prepared. fpr pubJipation*, If, 19 bft*e«e^srtti^ kh^ hi* 
had entertained a design of selecting sqjp* ofi U#> wows fop 
tbia purpose*, and- that b<e hpd imposecTno restriotioift' whatever 
upon those who might,, after hisideatb, be. in possesbiba of his» 
papens. An intention is. expressed of publishing^ another 
volume* if this should be successful. 

The- subjects of the present selection are as fbltow, On 
the goodness and wisdpm of God displuyedin the creation : 
on loving our enemies : oh universal good! will and the, 
happiness it tends to produce-;, tw*> sermons : on family, a$bc« : 
tipn : oti improper and unguarded conversation : refttialr of %> 
sign : vice, the consequence, of, disbelief Jn> afmwje $&&&;; IMWr 
stnpous : on the reasons why potables were explained' to tfa 
dfjipipl^s only: on the danger of perverting Scriptures oi*Sfe 
fyul's conduct and*, character, conaideredi as an exaonple to 
Christian teachers; 

When A divine publishes his own- compositions* fie i* en- 
titled to considerable forbearance. Independently of the parn 
tiality which everyone feels for the fruit of his own.Iab.QHt,, 
itxtiiay be supposed that the urgency of friends aftd adnu^s 
rtrt, and the aiwtiety to db good, supply, bijp^witfi, s^WpnMl 
incentives tp speak from the preps, Bjtf. thev^s^ i*<wft{taij3< 
different, when the ^decision rests with executors, or litecMffc 
J$g#ess« TMyi ncppeOP* *** Qfettfljrto, **miem&+ ute- 
mt^tipn qfc the-agfhoH; fam are ther^n^nUansofr hT*firaet 
tai* ftitftef* tf i bis iatelteiatqal. estate 5, and) are %euod te esNtiy 
dm tjie. sentoast scrutiny in** thsunatare^cbe^arft^btV 
which they are going to tta**r#his ettemfetfea. JP the sfaetees-' 
sors o£ Iter Stekes-bad been actuated- by this view at their 
t^?t t and bad, iifc c^s^MWC^sal^eeteAdN&cootmis tf tftte 
p^th^wow^-volftmerto.tbe. testo£ souo* and kftpertftf 4rf$~ 
cistti, we are persuade* titoytwoaM^have- eome fcp. the>sao}e 
conclusion which a careful perusal has-forced'upon ourselves, 
and ascertained that these sermons are altogether top f&eWe- 
and common pikce to obtain permanent, or even tepgtg&far* 
ceiebrity. As mere compositions they are respec&afaife. 
enough. They are written in an, e^uablfc and rtf$W *WVy 
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itylev with few toitf*r am) no* firtfcWeb? awdhjKghft, aw! ' tfe&jrtf; 
fe'Arafcir, a?** tn^ itfUHgfeiy <s# wasrfoH* arnifttfrtB'ed ^ftffe 

away half an hour with somewhat less tlifltf tJlfti? tfcifaf pf Open- 
sity to dozing.. Judging from theses specimen^ pp. ;-S^*a bor- 
ers would be in Hide- danger of! being, disturbed by too close* 
ao appeal to their consciences,, or agitated* liy the obtiHisionf of 
rulgar terrors, or roused from, their slumber* by a too impor- 
tunate display of tjie aniimttuig prospects of, die heavenly 
inheritance. We have looked in vain, for tb.o&s broad-, ■&&*, 
tinct, and pervading references to the main springs and vital 
principles of tli© Gospel faith,, without which, sermons, thoogk 
delivered from the pulpit, are but mere varieties of secuia^ 
eloquence. A«d these deficiencies are not in* any way com* 
pensated. The absence of requisite ornament is not re- 
deemed by originality of thoughts nor are w& consoled for- 
the preachers superficial' treatment of the mysteries of godli-. 
ness^by the vivacity or the profoundness of his moral disquisi- 
tions. t , 

If we thought this volume were at all likely, to obtain general 
circulation', we should fe< ' 
few of those sentiments at 
variance with the genuine 
daretrtfc sgftitfW, C W the? 

Sfc wlrft gros* 1 error; 
t $t be from : ttie honesf 
We do hesitation in asset 
spirit and vitality' of* the Ok 
tfedteftiott- which it wou4c 
togR,*!* to extend* I&bki 
tomrontibemGcemaitoy of ca 
Ssriptute language, and fi 

todCfeifemto' prtJ** tfiat> tSwwn^ifg* amfre* passive* terms ifr 
•rfftfclfMIM? Sfcrlpfttfes dWstffWfe Vhe" (fefe6rttf ^Kf^ifmcfo^ tKv 
CBfisTOrf, BafVe'i^'s^^crHfe'rfe^mth^^ ' 

'fysalmxtom^J£**'*A\ sakc$ka$hmt fee*. *OeW* ' St* PW eftea 
mm*miMo*f&kmieii&(Mmtumsv enjoying^ Godfo altfi&yrM*j*4ui# 
rt afcbriogp tfce-bstssing.ofr those states* l^mt> he- tells- tbft %Misn% 
A* tfcet'ac^ sbvtJr thrTOitfrsigaiuW ths-i* sskatiori aiWadjj effected* 
aid yttrir it? pfaift-bjpthd manriorw which* he watfl8> them agatdft- sofad 
tt sfr $*ba t:dBM)n«itfo:ifterti^^ 

tiimm+bokvim! writfatV yet thete-arV sorely m oons m eni^ w&hpKneeti 
a4fa*tfcsdr&oifr"tlw7fe^ ThtoV teHsthe^rkdlia^ 

*¥* »c,waih^ y*r^ aratafod^ tbesQ a*e attributed 

tt*J*rge:tt>^bo4yt ofaonvofltt* »»Hy •£ wbeitf uiiulgi&di s&atiments apd 
pfctkes; wfaieh Qhnsuart pstfitp abbots?; awpmct of incests attended 
«dd bafts, were httgiout, uncharitable, and bitterly emulous; profaned 

au 2 
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the Lord's topper, and argued against the resurrection. Yet violent and 
subtle arguments have been held op these terms, as if they always related 
merely to inward holiness." 

In the* same spirit, and on the same grounds, did Dr. Paley 
in the sermon above referred to, maintain that the expres- 
sions — " regeneration" — " born again of God and of the 
spirit^—" dead to sin"—" alive from the dead"—" a new 
creation" — " buried with Christ in baptism and raised toge- 
ther with him" — " thou art no more a servant but a son"— 
" ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the saints and of the household of God," &c. ; — that these 
expressions absolutely * wean nothing — nothing, that is, to us, 

* nothing to be found, or sought for in the present circum- 

* stances of Christianity.' But Dr. Paley afterwards cherished 
and avowed far different principles ; and we would hope that 
an accurate search among Dr. Stokes's papers might produce 
some retractation, some strong qualification, at least, of these 
injurious and mistaken opinions. 

The following extract from the last sermon in this volume, 
preached at the visitation, at Derry, August 30th, 1804, con- 
tains sound admonition, well timed aud well expressed. 

' It is scarce (scarcely) possible but that an inattentive or uninformed 
preacher must at times mislead ; must misrepresent, deform, disgrace, or 
fall short of what the Gospel teaches or enjoins ; or must fail of delivering 
it with the effect he ought. If he has recourse to the labours of other 
men, and satisfies himself with delivering discourses which others have 
written ; these can scarcely be accommodated to the spiritual wants, capa- 
cities, and circumstances, of his hearers. And he must neither be guilty 
of a mean fraud, in endeavouring to pass them fot his own, and filching a 
reputation to which he has no right; or if he makes no secret of their 
not being his own production, he,~in sq doing, makes a shameless avowal 
of bis having neither the qualifications, nor the attentions, nor, of course, 
the -sentiments, that become his profession. Whichever be his case, it 
will be scarce practicable for him to recite with that air of nature, that 
energy and impressiveness, wherewith a man conveys his own thoughts, 
in his own words. Recitation thus imitative is an art, and so rare an 
art, that men crowd the theatres to pay for the exhibition of it, and see 
and hear it with admiration. But it is an art which does not gain to its 
possessors much esteem or reverence ; nor will it to those whp strive to 
copy them. Nor is it to be wished that the man of. God should so far 
forget the « gravity and sincerity" which ought to be exhibited in his 
leaching, as to stoop to such paltry artifice and affectation. But whether 
the delivery be with unmeaning flatness, or with assumed vehemence,' 
the theft will be discovered in time, or at least suspected ; and, it is vain, 
to suppose that men will be influenced , by what seems not to come from 
the heart and head of the speaker. Nay, such, suspicion will extend.its 
mischievous consequences, and will lassen the efficacy in genera), of the; 
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Clergy's exhortations, and remonstrances, and iattnictioii*; many no 
being satisfied that they are the effect of conviction and feeling/ t 

The narrative of the first appearances of our Lord on 'the 
day of his resurrection, supposes the main difficulty to con- 
sist in reconciling the first clause of Matthew xYvtti. f. with 
the rest of the story ; and endeavours td make the whole con- 
sistent by rejecting that clause ad spurious; 

■ i .■ . . i i i i w » ' " m < ■ — ^— ^^— — — — .1.1 

Art. XII. Enquiries^ Historical and Merah respecting the ' Character 
of Nations, and the progress of Society. By Hugh Murray. 8vo, pp. 

4-30. Longman and Co. ' 

° » i. * • • , • • ••' 

T^HE prominent object of this work, is to poujrtrav the 
'moral history of man as exhibited in the manners. and cha- 
racters of nations, and the circumstances, on which- these are 
dependent. It contemplates, man as a progressive being, pro- 
ceeding by the lapse 6f ages, from a state of barbarism to a 
condition of civilization and/ refinement ; and it > inquires, 
c What effect does this change produce on man considered 
as a mefrtfi t and intelligent being ? Does it render him really 
wiser, better or happier? Isit a tendency which the legislator 
ought to encourage, ok an evil which he ought to check V 
The foundation of this enquiry is laid .by Mr. M; io a general 
view of the various characters .ijehich man lias » assumed in the 
different stages of his progress, gathered from the history of 
Society ^and ir^anViers in nations of the greatest celebrity, pro- 
perly "arranged and classified; To this plan, we see no par- 
ticular objection, and if the execution doe* not entirely cor- 
respond, or the^ results of the 'enquiries' do not appear altoge- 
ther satisfactory, candour requires some allowance to be made 
for the difficulty of the subject. 

Iu the present volume Mr. Murray carries his plan no farther 
than as it relates to the earlier and ruder periods . of society ; 
but considers this part of his subject as sufficiently detached* to 
form the matter of a complete work. It is divided into three 
books; of which the first * investigates the circumstances which 
regulate the progress, and the moral, condition, of society}' 
the second takes- a,. 4 - view of man in the primitive state ;' and 
the third * considers man in the savage state.' ,* 

It is in the first book that: our author developes the principal- 
characteristics* of. his system, and the conclusions to which ait 
examination of the various, facts, connected with the moral 
hifctwy of man haalcooducted him. The- general principle in 
which his analytical investigation has. terminated ; and which 
be finds ii necessary to state at the outset, altljqugh it was 
aos admitted till after long and attentive consideration ; is as 
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an improved and ameliorated condition without previously 

fot'mg&\ak$epteito corruption and misery, is to exhibit a«enjr 

•foAicWing 'picture of tte lot of humanity. CormptifW arfd 

misery, we lieradily admit, are the cameuQitanto of qpau in 

^wp«fy #£ag<£ tf i his progress,, and why .they aire >sp, we ajr$ -^b Js 

to explainfiioiri.amuehhie;^^ tjjftn, th$ pwpt cer 

lebrajed ofaiiy of the school of philosophy. Ths pjriceof, i&a#'# 

disobedience is die sm and f he wickedness *w*b jyhfteh §Wy 

(iolember of the buniarcrmitt is more orl?** poWat#d> agd ftg>R? 

wkwch iu)tbirtg*can free hun but ao adheceMe.to ih& ^pdi/LioRj 

'fcide knoWrHn the scrijtoaates a* truth. Jn*peirfept¥>Hi tfeefl^ 

fore, j* inseparable frdm the lot.pf humanity; wxl ^her^ is 

no merely fcuman means of imp roT^wiieot^ppik^We to hu^aaa 

ftffaire, wtoifch is not in some degreejaisq aitf tan»*>f £0rrMpM90» 

But rnpst the process pfcoicuptaoo.iiecessafily precede ip tfes 

<vrdpr of time the pwpcess of impwtteaaaot ; «q that tfce fit$f 

races of toen« are eondemsied to jnisery., ua prder fbat Ab&jff 

r^terity mjajr. enjoy feiioiliy I Wetbiok^wt. SttPb» h0flffcyjBjp f 
the position of Mr. Murray , anji hrtotke eviftenoe by yl)i£b 
he endeavours to support it, ipft'«bfl(U iwr pfl9££§d. tt* 
inquire. ' ; •■- ...-.;.. . ;/ , 

The eiteumstaacfes in human afiaif a which have A itei^Q^ji 
to produce < corrupt wwi in the first inttance, and ttltifft^Jttfa 
pPdv^mem, arie denominated iir the syaiem >of .Miv Wmw^i 
progressive principles! f and he>. arranges them titidq? tttafi 
foUtftfrirtg heads? 1. Numbens collected into ope pl&$&/< &» 
Free isommunieation between disTeeem societies, .and 4i$ere^t 
. members of the saifte society: ft. Wealth: 4. (Jreaj pttbjjp 
ererits : to wbith he adds twoof fenagatfoe&batmQter .feeftdfng 
to repress both corFUption and iniprov^men*,. viz> l^bpuiwri 
coercion. Tfeis arrangement oltbtoiptegreutoewmiplfA d&£§ 
not stnke *$ as peculiarly lumiutes <nr pbiloao^hkftl ; ^Vi^H 
shaH take ft as we find it, id oate^ to meet the umbo* OgJafr 
own ground*, *hieh *e certainly do not tjri&k aurpqg OMfgh 
fo aialritttlh Wbi in the position, that the ipro£<fes oflQrrfeptjftft 
m ust always, of neecsshy, precede that of improvement. 
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ftutofbfcl* «c<fl*ict»a ftfit?6 ttoe l frt«fce likvfc Wdartt k 'dfret* 
GMdntcy *o$tbdiitfc moral di^ttfvfty, *s h JKiffieietttfy €>vi*tfed 
%y ^jKtftenfefe • %tft they We at the *ame State, and Jn the 
!fet Itisthnfcfc bteb, fc direct tendency *fc promote improvement* 
t*he ^mtriation kindled by assembfed tinttfotifs, becomes tfbe 
*aitfce of^fceeHebefe in every deptftm&Jt. ft ft anting ltt*ge 
afcsfetaMages of men, that tbfe arts and sciences 1mve always 
taiginated ^. the bnStle and activity to Wbfch sfcch ail assemblage 
gfos rise, is nefcessaty even fc* perfecting the moral judge* 
tnfent. by pvesfcnrtibghtrtnati b&tftre, timfci* a variety of aspebts. 
Ttoft fo ft mte> thfct these l^nefibial «fe<its, arfe necessarily 
'pbsfcptfhtfHtt 'the Ontef df time tb lite £tft¥0btlrtg ftrftaefKte of 
<mi«fetti, -Mitfae system of Mh Mtii¥ty'''tt4fi1tti. : '©frridattbfa 
Wrilo\H*«aiy ^fcWs'SfcfeTf fr&m iiie *nsWm% 'thWtttim ' W* «K 
tAct^tbj^bte^W* bbm^veAj^t : t^ ato *rMnv<HiWA 
«^^bt¥>Wf*fct^a,to8bbtiai ttHM.^iflffirf/tiiWtiy Savfcgfe 
St^< l ^dla#s^te1etac^ pWttciples df 

ttogfe <cff ifltift^Mie* pWicfc < 7/ 

WiMlafrremfcrtc^tfe^iiy%^ btfdtfr 

ufMr. 1lldt¥*y'**f^Hissiv* *&ncftfles* fte « ftfce *bmthtftri+ 

the same society/ 'TO* ^ihtfctWeJ ,J #i ttdtat, £bssess*s 4 
%bt¥totftteWwWiiK^ ftlWtocfer biitWi fckve 

1(> ftsit^Wlh^i^hgl^aJt'tWWtfefit^l ibfltifeflfcfc a* It ft 
flWritfWst 1 ^#fc*fal,'1$ltta tirib? ih jaftnt <6f tiittfe t6 fti& |HH* 
ttc**t« fli»H*<teJ ' A'wiSe «frteh!6tfrsfc #itb fchti'wotM ft *6 
4btibt attested fc^frttie'ttslrtfr iftsetfRng * : Wflft'* prWtfptefr, 
attf ¥feridfeifag f UiWibb familiar #ith Tolly abd dtyt&vity '* bbt 
*#ttbotft snifeh ifb ihtfetcbtirste,%6\v'i$ *k possible to fottrt *h fcm. 
*gfctehfctf', Hbtertifl, 'of rilagntfrtimpb* fchafadt** ? It isonfy'thmi 
ttafwe^fl ttflft^ttJahy^&rsHnW that Mifrd submfeslob Wtridh fe 
*Witn<iHiy fltfd J tb tl^t^uai^sbf ^oUnftty *Wd ^du^atioh, 
tftfftfrWsfct the-ftiWfh^tbal iftd ta^l pdrttfs ttMi *ttitiiblfe 
te*fcH**l*-<m *«Wi ib idt: *?<* tfairffc Hie faculties of the femd 
1b« *bSt*W^bfehjiob, 7 lt H rtiW'fen6«i^ft «Wt^tmirV^Oda(t6 
%M/ «b** V^ote *iUi*tion fnYtlb^biW ^re the *kto& v^Wh his 
««fo#«.r be'tttist IM- bt-ottgfit1Htd^brife^ J Avitb ihfen of <BP- 
%H*?ht' f lfefbi1*, ^diVhert. ttW^Hii^s^tefelriusV bctiA par^, ^i^ 



' any rff the barbaioas tm*i bP-A»lfe^' 'AJhfWftttWife 1 ; Wfe 
shall find abundant evidence of the highly beneficial effects 
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of a wide**nd' diversified, intercourse upon- the toman- cha- 
racter ; smd its influence ifl accelerating the progress of arts, 
literature, and legislation. Nor shall we«ee any good reason 
{o suppose that this beneficial influence is pot felt from the 
very commencement; of its operation; or is at least coeval 
with the. .pernicious operation which, no doubt in some mea- 
sure belongs to this merely human source of improvement. 
With respect to wealth, the third of Mr. Murray's ■' progres- 
sive principles,' we are as ready as he can beto admit its corrupt- 
ing power ; but it is manifestly a principle which does not come 
into play in the earlier and ruder stages of society, but only 
exerts it? baneful effects when, arto^agriculture, and commerce 
have payed the w^y for luxury arid n?$nemeut. This, therefore, 
instead of b^ing called a. progressive, principle, might fitly 
jbaye been n^qqed.a, jetrogr^siv^ or pprrqptive principle ; for 
it ift universally -acknowledged, .that .when a nation become? 
•wealthy, jjt becomes at $$. same time, luxurious, vicious, and 
corrupt; and requires the utmosit,. wisdonfi , of the legislator to 
preserve it from ruin. As, however, thcrjejs nothing in humeri 
^ittainmeijtp absolutely ^perfect, so , perhaps >bere is nothing 
purely an]d abstractedly pernicipu^and wealth,, ev?n wheft/e^r 
cessiKe, b^ t)>e ben^fi^l ppera^oo of .encoiiragio g ,t h^ art^, 
find giving birth to the r^&nem^pts^ of life. ,.. . t 

. t lip jbe*fQp*th of his j3irpgressive .principles ' great public 
events,' we think Mr. .Murray is equajly un^ortqnate- vox j£ 
surely can never be admitted that } these have a necessary 
^n^ea^y,; in fhe first, jnstanc^, , to corrupt rather thai* to 
improve; If such events are .unfavourable ;tp^ppliticalfreedo<p 
or personal independf3^ce^;^beir tendpp^y is no doubt unprpr 
j^itioiis got only in tfre ftr^t, turt in every future stage. ,B^t 
jf t^iey ar^ of tan opposite character, and lead to the emancipar 
tion q( fanhVfn&n racfiftom thraldom and degrad^tio/i.;, uppji 
what prjnpiple, ^an it be rpiioBplly cpntepd^djthat tb$y exqrt 
4n (J t^^fir^ipsjarice a detrimental nifimtfcfti. Thegreat-pp^ 
litif$l. jcpn v ulsion of Afipos,; by which ,P ^isfrjjtus was enabled 
tfypssunjs ^sppficpow^r, f .m^y, ifiirjy be considered as peiy- 
nicij^us. ig the u^er^ts pf humanity: .Vulcan the same thing 
Jbe said pf t^q^u^^d^gjPPwvuUion tyf winch liberty was 
.restored to, ^bat^^ie^rateM .copmonw^aljtiij Can the same 
^barac^ir a^p^y^^Uip usurpations of t>9pjweH and the/ab- 
/difaUoV^of f^se^qi|4^a|w^s? tp;.t^^titpuo l rjof a despotic 
^overnjnenf , ar^i, t|iq e^tsjblistqflenjt of a> w,ejl organized and 
^udicipu^lyjbaj^ucedj p^lii^aj' x?#rispjtutio^ <; I'bisuis in truth 
to cofifoqH d *M cba^a^fce^ #f .^ye^ ; nqt t pnly different^, ]^jt 
•eye^/diw^K^yiOPI^ifPW^^^ '/fflWti'M to, qeiftui* 
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. - Mr. Murray is sufficiently dtspo^ to admit thfe fintd benefit 
of great public events in calling forth the best energies of 
the human mind,, although he considers their effects as uni- 
formly pernicious in the first instance. He justly remarks, 
that a familiarity with great events has a peculiar influence in 
animating and enabling the efforts of genius. Literary ex- 
cellence is not the mere offspring of recluse leisure: it re- 
quires also great and interesting objects to exercise the un- 
derstanding, and warm the fancy. The literary eminence pf 
Greece was at its acme, when her splendid victories raised h$r 
.to a height of military renown, before unparalleled in the 
.annals of nations. The classic or Augustan age of Rome, 
*yt*& ako that in which she had reached the zenith of her 
•greatness. Italy, at the period of the revival of learning was 
the scene on which were acted the greatest events of the age ; 
ami forced, as it were, the centre, around which the political 
system of Europe revolved. The age of Louis XIV*., was 
equally dirfipguishedampiig the French for success in arms, 
and in literary pursuits/ And in England, the most remarkable 
epochs, pniterary eminence. iuuneaiately succeeded the great 
, political stjuggle^of the'restoration t ancl the revolution. 



•J 

utsic i» lucriuiojy curruptea 



-«An exemplification of this* rework fi&m* fp have been afforded by 

.Alexandria, after the period of iu subjection to the Roman empire* 

* Even the'n/ froni its situation, its comrp^rce, the number of its inhabitants, 

and the' sfeletidid patrdnage of literature in the time of the Ptolemies, it 

continued, ' even after hs subjection td Rome, to flourish long as a seat of 

learning- But there is, perhabs 1 ; 1 no' 'situation less, productive of in- 



teresting events, than the ; remote provincial town erf "a. despotic '^empire. 

-In the capital* ihei-elidence' of the ' monarch and the ' scene perhaps of 

'.frequent revolutions, a considerable degree of bustle is Always kept up. But 

. here there were no objects of real importance to occupy the thinking 

* mind'; it was left , to feed 'entirely oh its own reveries ; and . Alexandria 

became the centre of jail kiojJp.of dreaming and uieleas speculation. 
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SSenoe ^though her vtitett bfe uowerticsj f«¥ :*to0be h*#e tfteo to the 
. *ar*k. of classics. Laiginus, so fer as I recollect,' itf tfhitfsfe *he only 

faqeption ; \v^>©, tboflgh^pruagirom .tbe AJexaiMkriah tschoolvyet being 
,RaiAed by his subsequent fortunes to a $ara£jiarity vithjgicat events* and 

illustrious characters, shook off the pedantry of his origin^ aud has dif- 

plryecl, in his interesting writing, all the cqcreftnefs and parity of a 
^aroierage. t : - /. 

4 frecisely the same perversion toolc plaice in t&e infant; x sjbate of the 
"literature of modern iWope ; when h could not have arisen from any 
• natural effect of continued rtdtivation. But if'seems slllficiefttly accounted 
*>fbr by the observations just made. Learning, during toe middle ages, 
•*KAs emirely in the 'hands -of monks ; ifheY 'aJbW^ofssesSed die leisure 
.and .tranquillity requisite for its lukivaiidnO * But '^hese *wefe men sc- 
.©hided by their very profession, from the! lining ncerie; lor ^fcotnit 

was a religious duty, to shut their eyes on every |hittg Irelawig 40 'the 
. business of this worid. Even had they been otkferwriie disposed* their 
'car ow and" confined mode of life would havejg^hffta Jitde q^porttuntjr 

of indulging their inclination. Ignorant both of nature £nd pf raan» Jtbey 
'could form no* just conceptions, even on. these important subjects to 

Itfhich they had devoted themselves. Nothing remained tut a fey barren 

landtmrnteresting ideas' to ring continual changes upon, an& to torture into 
: a thousand dHfcrent shapes, without the feast profit either to iKemselves 

or others. Thecload was never dispersed; ml the diflusftk of toreaWh 
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.*ud natjbe Massing ifeftt <rf 4tfatkct Tflfe H*ly l^rrtfl ttfrd 



Digitized by 



Google 



Murrains Enquiries, t i$ 

iclentrfic styJeixf nomencla^are, wehambly concetreto be*very 
fi^tte calculated to throw *hVbt upon the causes of t?be progres- 
sion of human nature frmn rudeness to refinement. 

Oar author concludes Vis first book witfi a chapter *on 
certain circumstances upon wffich national character has been 
supposed to depend/ WhicA he classifies as fallows— *climafce, 
»QC -tlM m 4m\lwffl Wflftewty *» Jipn^ frflaio* #wl. the ipode 
tf flttb*is*eacey iroWuig isotfiei §6mwk4 o\\ Mw priWripie of 
pofxUattjm/ £fete,ias ibefbne, ira/do notcaifccedve Mir. Moray's 
Irr^ewie^t «to be pecu4iarly -awcrurate ; a«fl we hare cottsiae* 
rtfele scruples in giv'trig our assent to some of his leading 
tempts. He "professes an timjuatified dissent from the doc- 
trine universally prevalent ainohg the ancldit phi4osop%erta, 
^f>4 vyJtiich has be^n po eljegantjy defended .try Montesgujiera; 
tfjat riiu#jh .pjf^e paiuraj cwv^rsity ampng the races of tneq 
kidue jto $&p)}y$i£a\ .^ct^'p/ ^nwtte. JJis own^ inquiries 
Mm ^fim^h^m^^m^'^ hii»dsc#edjy to. ^*con- 
m%km 9 xl&tt, ciiiwftfte </%«fl^ »o indui&ncfc 

whatever upaothtmiBjl character/ (f>* 140.) Tjl^s we apr<q»itfc 
»ttf6e4 •* at : &*** asenrataegiirs an ofttoeme of -theory, as thai 



wajy pnogtfese of events, ,;•-.■• 

The second atid dupcl boobs of &fr. Murray's volume are oc* 
envied in dieting the accounts sallied hy voyages and 

id chsplositifrBte of man i« the 

10 doubt tlje mont entertain- 

of the" tfqrk'; &nd a vztf 

5 been exerted by the author 

authorities concerning the 

. '". Tl^el^ast adduced stage 

ij flliv Murray tfre i^r/nifrwf 

3 fftparate i»eao> ofc SolUafy 

I koy> aud the sav^g^ of A ve- 

fton^gepdrate families a* these pf the Laplanders, and StWQ* 

We*>~*nd-&few fetaitiwatfked as iwGreealand, Sl KiWa^&ic* 

(Wtms l ^tah^*irWlrtiott ^maftj.b appear* tQ have formed 

a;^fewhsitt^'^vptiiraWe 'ofciiriqri; He pictures n as exh*- 

lifiWg *fHe A«enlteidiP crimes— ^trintjullity maintained wirt*~ 
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out the restraint of government — no fighting, no bloodshed—: 
the guilt and the miseries of war unknown. 1 (p. 221.) He admits, 
however, of a little shade to this flattering portrait — as in the 
following rather amusing account of the gloomy superstitions 
of the Laplanders, which the reader, if be pleases, may con- 
rast with the well-known panegyric of Linnaeus. 

« In a people so situated, we may naturally expect a disposition to 
seriousness and gloom. Melancholy is the child of solitude. Society 
and plenty, the great cheerers of human life, are both wanting. Alone 
with his family, the Laplander wanders on* with nothing but dreary 
wastes, around him on every side. He meets with nothing to enliven his 
existence, or to break its monotony. Hence suicide is common ; many 

from a li|e which presents only a 

lancholy, naturally renders them liable 

It is wonderful, considering their 

how complicated a mythology they 

ut two regions above, and two beneath 

a- 4 deities. A mystic drum, with the 

sounds which it utters, it liheir oracle, to which skey resort on all oc- 
casions for advice and direction. : And* what we shoalti hardly expect, 
even in thi&femali and poor, -society^ ore found j men* who endeavour. if> 
promote their -owrl interest ,;and fipn frequence, ;£y wpijung fl© the fears 
and credulity of their fellow men,. Lapland has been long the favourite, 
abode of witchca, anc}, . conjurors* } wher* powers, above humanity are. 
claimed by beings that are scarcely entitled to the, epithet of human. The 
conjuror possesses power over the win<^8, which, hke JEolus of old, he 
confines in bags, and sells at a high price to the Credulous' mariner. In- 
visible flies (suggested, probably, by the musquitbes, which, daring the* 
summer months, swarm in the forests of Lapland,) are ever at hand to 
execute vengeance on those who have 'dared to offend hint. He claims 
also, along with the rest of his fraternity, the power of foreseeing the 
future. % . VWaiwtf resort to Mm,* oftea from a great distance, #> whom, 
after receiving presdnts, and throwing himself into frightful contortions, 
he: delivers oracles that are believed to be infallible. 

<Nor are timidity and gloom the only symptoms of this deficiency in 
the character of the Laplander. The benevolent affections, having so 
few objects on which to exert themselves, remain concentrated within. 
himself ; and a selfishness ensues, which excludes not only social, but 
even the nearest relative affections. Of this a Swedish writer has adduced 
some instances, which seem to pass ill comprehension. A Laplander 
having drowned himself, his wife was obliged to give six rein-deer w 
- her father-in-law before he would aesist m the interment of his own son. 
Avarice, the vice of liule minds, reigns even in Lapland. If a woman 
were deaf, blind, and a hundred years old, she iis said to be certain of 
suitors, provided she possesses a plentiful supply of rein-deer. The small 
sums which they have gained by the sale of vtheir furs, are often buried 
in. the earth ; and as their reserved character prevents them from ever 
disclosing the place where they have been deposited, it is by accident^ 
only if the discovery be ever made. 
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' Nor, though guiltiest of deeds' of violence, are they exempt from a 
certain impotent specks of malignity. Slander and detraction are said 
to compose a favourite subject of their ordinary conversation. It is as- 
serted also, that witchcraft is sometimes resorted to, in the hope of de- 
stroying their enemies by secret methods ; though as such relations are 
naturally mixed with fable, much reliance is not to be placed on them/ 
pp.186— 189. 

The savage stale is described by Mr. Murray at considerable 
length, under three heads also, viz. * imperfect division into 
tribes — small free nations — and small despotisms.* The first 
of these conditions he represents as pregnant with almost every 
evil except that of war, from which it is exempted on account 
of the want of separation into distinct independent communi- 
ties. The condition of 3triall free nations, is exemplified 
chiefly amone the North American savages, so remarkable 
for the cruelty and vindictiveness with which they pursue 
their enemies, and the fidelity and affection with which they 
bear themselves towards their friends. Of the despotic go- 
vernments among savage nations, the picture drawn by Mr. 
Murray is too nattering; and he includes under this title 
several rude communities where we believe the authority of 
the chieftain to have been very limited. In various instances, 
however, the subjection of the savage is as wonderfully ex- 
cessive, as is, in other cases, his Jove of personal ihdepen-* 
dence. 

' In the .Canaries, when a lord came of age, or married ; several of 
his people precipitated themselves from a high rock, in celebration of 
those, happy events. Every reader must have heard of the Schiekor Old 
Man of the Mountain, so famous in the time of the Crusades. It was 
upon this devotion of his people, < upon the alacrity with which, at his _ 
command, they faced inevitable destruction, that he founded the system 
of assassination which rendered him so formidable. It is related, that 
one day, standing with an European ambassador on the brink of a pre- * 
cipice, he. with' the mere view of displaying his absolute power, called 
to him a boy who at his command, instantly threw himself down and 
was dashed to pieces. 

'It was customary with the Floridans to make their first-born a sa- 
crifice to their king; and in the presence of an assembled multitude, 
the inhuman ceremony was performed, amid shouts and savage rejoicings* 
Among the Ansicans, with whom human flesh is considered as the 
most delicious food, the nobles are said often to present themselves and 
families, for the purpose of being served up as a dish at the table of 
their master. 

* Among other nations, we find customs less fat»al indeed, but no less 
expressive of unbounded veneration. In Otaheite; on the death of the 
sovereign, the whole people take new names ; as if, by this mighty 
change, they had all been converted into different beings. When he 
has entered any house, it is from that time sacred to him; no other 



Digitized by 



Google 



SI* SkctiJte* 6f Jgmk. 

person* a***- set ftafe w/tdriai it. CataaV Goo** hndaaf Mri at 
a village in the- Sandwich* Wanda, touadr ail die inkatttcwu lying 
jmortraw atr the door* of than homes ; and' oa cmpn&g the reason* 
learned that ki-MBs id fc aw oar ef a ootain gnaf man wife had rcera*. 
fe armwi there*. Tike? samtf naVajatsar bating idvttad tiler 'Mag; of ri** 
ttiaildlav: IUanda iatb htroafciny the m<nmahla$ xUstiimtommsMfm/k 
the alarm, and remonstrated against a measure which Vttatkk eaaMt 
any one. to walk above his majesty.' — p. 856\ . 

Such are the general arrangements and theoretical positions 
# rejecting the character of nations, and progress of society,, £o 
which the Enquiries of Mr. Murray Have conducted him in the 
present volume ; and we are ready to acknowledge* that some 
of the views of human* manners which be presents to us are 
not uninteresting, although we are far from acquiescing irk 
tbo general soundness of his doctrines, or. the accuracy of his 
conclusions.. 

ArtXITL Sketches, Civil and Military, of the Island of Java, and its un* 
mediate Dependencies; comprising interesting Details of EataVia*. and 
authentic Particulars of the celebrated' Poison-Tree; Illustrated' with a 
Map;. 8vo. pp. 420. Price 14a; 6d: Stoclfctele. lfell. 

Art. XIV. Jtn Account of the Island of Java* from Anjesie,in the Strait af 
Sunda, to Batavia; containing its Natural History, Customs, &c % 
JTntended as a Supplement to « Sketches Civil and Rfilitary, Ate* 8ro. 
pp. 50. Price 2s. Stockdale. 

HHH E contents of this Volume and its Appendix, are avowedly 
-*■ eatfactedh from Stawoxtfius^ Sthanuto, Barrow, Toihbe, 
Vakmtyne,&o. ; ami ctimmunkutJe, 011 the wtofe;, tfsttmewttftt 
more than sufficient account of the telarJd'df wtfietlit prof&stte 
to be a survey. Trie form of if ir altogether* objectionable. 
Itmakesrto pretensions to a n a hg ement ; since, thbugh itcon- 
tain» r indeed, the details' for whibh it is. llfcely tb fce cdnsulied; 
i the expediency of setting them in their profier places appears 
scarcely ta have suggested : itself to the editor. Be dbes r it is 
true,,makea.£eehle afteihptat apology* foe what heoalls' tb# 
plan of comprizing each separate account in Qa**bo&k;' and 
wipresaes hb rtegret.tfcafc it must! subject ' tfce readea to some 
nsperitionj* Brrthe sedmsyat. the same time; to thmto i&a sufib- 
cwit excuse feur thiar vexatious and: \ m%Ksm m M m absurdity 
ttfat*' i*is*ca4enlatedro cfe> fflortf justice* tathrrwpeeti^' tfrav 
verier*/ «c. BFir had ommrrfWBIr; BtbcWdafe, that it wa* 
of hfruch more importance to *' : do»justice v ttr Kfestrojefct, srtid to 
his readers,.he would have found it easy to make the first more 
iutefligilile and' interesting,, in half 4 the space;- and he riigfrt 
have gratified the latter by. a less rapacious demand upou their 
lai&ureand their purses. As* the. larger portion- of this wort 
h^long.Ueen faniiUair totlie.puWic^ ue shaU.spfttant-aufselyea 
with a few brief indications of its contents. 
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Jaj^i^oneof tha* Wgtogrmipi of blttdrffbkk separates the 
hKliaot'fcom th*£aci6ft&wu' 

c Ifc lies nearly ftx f the direction of east and west : to, the south, and west 
its shores ane- wtishetf by the,soutbern Indian ocean ; to the north-west ilea 
the island o£ Sumatra ; h> the north, Borneo; to- the r/orth-east, Celebes ; 
and toffee eoetrthat of BfeK. Aceordfag to die mow recent and best obser« 
Wm*t itoik situated between 5 # 50* and 8**6 f ofl south latfcudfe, and ex. 
fend* from. 1&P- 5* to. 129° 50' longitude* oa»t ofi lenerifffc, ftlfcoa* hun- 
dred and- eighty B«tdn rojjes in. length ;•. and aft the broadest part, from) the 
point.of Coedoet^ neafi Japafia»U)tfae south* coask of the province: of Mata* 
RB, it is about ana and thirty Dutch miles* over., A> chain of high moun* 
taks^ commencing to^ the eaavini the province of Balambouang, and run? 
mng through it to the westward* gradually decreasing in. height,, divides, 
this island, longitudinally, into two. parts, of which, the northern portion is 
the largest and.' the best.** 

Of the* south* west, little, it appears, is known* The northern 
side is low; and woody ; and) during the south-east monsoon^ 
aifbrdsgopd and safe anchorage, but in north-westerly wind* 
it becomes a dangerous lee-shore. The island ' is watered by 
a great number of rivers, which all descend from, the chaimof 
mountains which. divide^ the island, hut none, of them. are na- 
vigable for ships, os la^gi^ vesaeW The soil is fertile, and pro. 
ckiqe^ricev) peppery cotton,, indigo, good timber for ship builoV 
iogy turuttefcia, &c* 

^ c When the Company first established themselves. Here,, Java was o> 
tideiityp three large empires : namely, Bantam,. Jaccatra, and the. empire* 
of die oWaoehoenanv, which last was. the most; extensive, and- compre* 
toded full, two- thirds of the, whole island, Gheribon being feudatory, to it, 
Twm have.no w ao far alteicd, that the: island is divided into .five states or 
empires,, whiph^ltQgpther contain oaehnnajred and twenty rthree province* 
Qtgp?e,ra^ntai r among which the. kingdom, of Banjtain is, considered , hut 
VL one*. I^acJk nroyince; or government consists of apcertain* nuwter. of 
foj^^^j, of, which ^throughout, the whale? ofc Java, 

If for not- necessajy^ nor woultHt.Be very itaeresring^ to our 
renters, fbr us to trace the steps by which the Dutb.'i. obtained 
tBe virtuatpovereignty of* the isJandi The advances of usiirpa- 
tiQAhavo been, similar in . all agjes^and climates * vaxjyM^only. ,_jL 
a#tf&; usurping, power, felt itself stronger, ox weaker^ Trea*> 
<i^$ and* vioteoce were hero,, as elsewhere*, the weapon* ,o#> 
Swopeai^ poUoy,; and the. naa»im, ' divide and .(ergyi,* vvaai 
isawerr beit^riHtoairated thai* by t ha* conduct* o$ then ItafcbtVini y* 
toe J rfaf w bof Java* Aparailel t fott> of< §teomy interest^ might* 
be drawn between the bloody awl arbitrary measureshofube 1 
. diffeteao commercial* companies who ba^e formed establish^ 
vmta, aad claimed dominion inioountries presumed' barbarous:;, 
and in this comparison of cruelty and deceit, the slaughter of 
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the Chinese settlers at 'Batavia would occupy a distinguished 
place. The Chinese have not, however, been deterred by 
this treacherous massacre, from continuing and enlarging their 
establishment; for. this volume describes their quarter in the 
suburbs as ' the most populous, 9 and the. poll-tax levied on 
them by the Company as amounting to. 40,000 rix dollars. It 
does not seen* very easy to state the value of the Company's 
immense trade, different estimates producing different resutls ; 
but, on the whole, we suspect the highly favourable calcula- 
tions of Mossel to be altogether erroneous, and that, in a com- 
mercial view, it was a losing concern. That this has been the 
case for some time past, appears clearly from the statement of 
the writer of the first part of this Olla. 

The principal European establishment, Batavia, is situated 
on a noble bay, perfectly secure at all seasons. The number 
of houses in the city and suburbs is estimated by Valentyne at 
4,770, by Barrow at 5,270 ; and the statements of Huyser give 
the number of male inhabitants, of all nations, at 110,816. 
The unhealthiness of Batavia is proverbial, and sufficiently ac- 
counted for in the following paragraph. 

' Two principal causes are to be met within the city, and a great pa.it of 
its insalubrity is to be ascribed to them ; namely, the little circulation of 
waterin the canals which intersect it, and the diminution of the number of 
its inhabitants. The former is occasioned by the river, which formerly* 
conveyed mQst of its water to the city, being nOw gready weakened by die 
drain which has been dug, called the Si kh<ian y which receives its .water 
from the high land, and curries it away from the city, so that many of the' 
canals run almost dry in the good monsoon. The stagnant canals, in the 
dry season, Exhale an intolerable stench, and the trees planted along them 
- impede the course of the air; by which, in some degree, the putrid effluvia 
would be dissipated. In the wet season the inconvenience is equal ; for' 
then these reservoirs of corrupted water overflow their batiks in the lower 
part of the town, and fill the lower stories of the houses, where they leave 
behind them an inconceivable quantity of slime and filth : yet these canals 
are sometimes cleaned ; but the cleaning of them is so managed as to be- 
come as great a nuisance as the foulness of the water ; for the black mud 
taken from the bottom is suffered to lie upon the bank?, Jn the middle of the 
street, till it has acquired a sufficient degree of hardness to be made the 
lading of a boat, ana carried away. As this mud consists chiefly of human 
ordure, which is regularly thrown into the canals every morning, there 
scarcely being a necessary in the whole town, it poisons the air while it is * 
drying to a considerable extent Even the running streams become mii-' 
sances in their turn, by the negligence of the people ; for eijery now aijd 
then a dead hog, or a dead horse, is stranded upon the- shallow parts, and 
it being the business of no particular person to remove the nuisance* it is 
negligently left to time and accident/ - 

• * in Java,' observes Mr. Barrow, c every object seems to be 
impregnated with life : a glass of water from the canal becomes,* 
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within a few hours, a mass of animated matter, the minute por* 
tions of which move about with astonishing rapidity. The baj% 
swarming with myriads of living creatures, exhibits in the 
night-time a phosphorescent light, like a sheet of fire. The 
stream of fresh water which falls into it, being more impreg- 
nated with animal life, is distinctly traced in the bay, by a train! 
more luminous and more brilliant than the rest of the surface, 
appearing like another milky way in the midst of a firmament 
of stars.* 

The native Javanese are described as ' of a middling size, 
and in general well-proportioned, of a light brown colour, 
with a broad forehead, and a flattish nose, which has a small 
curve downwards at the tip/ Their hair is black, their dress 
adapted to the climate, ana their weapon, the Malay Kris. In 
disposition they are said to be € proud, la2y, and cowardly.* 
They are, in general, Mohammedans, but the traces of their 
original Hindooism are still apparent. 

The notices respecting the vegetable poisons of Java are col- 
lected from various sources. First, we have the notorious ro- 
mance, translated from the French of the veracious M. Foerch, 
and transplanted from the London Magazine into Dr. Darwin's 
Botanic Garden. Then we are presented with M. Lesche- 
nauk's Memoir, taken from Annates du Museum (THistofreNa- 
turelte\ and the account is closed with a few extracts from 
Mr. Brodie's Experiments on Vegetable Poisons, of which our 
readers will find an abstract in our Review for December, 
1811. 

. -- .11 ■> ■- m* ..■■-,! .1 m i Mb * .* m ■ -<■ - 

Alt. XV. Two Sermons preached at the Visitation of the Reverend the 
Archdeacon, at Leicester, in the Years 1805 and 1811: to which is 
added, a Sermon on the Salvation which is in Christ only. By the Re- 
verend Edward Thomas Vaughan, M. A. Vicar of St. Martin's and 
and All Saint's in Leicester, Domestic Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
Lord St. John, and late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vb. 
pp. 186. Price 8s. 6d. Hatchard. 1810. 

TffOR these Sermons Mr. Vaughan deserves our sincere 
thanks. He discovers a piety of spirit, and a soundness of 
doctrine, which cannot be too warmly applauded ; and with 
lieartfek seal and benevolence, delivers many weighty truths 
and appropriate instructions. Happy would it be for the 
Churcn were all her ministers, when called upon to similar 
ftervices, to perform them in a manner equally faithful arid 
impressive. 

la the first SeAaon, from 2. Cor. iv. 5, Mr. V. treats of the 
excellence and importance of the institution of preaching ; 
and after specifying the topics on which the discourse of the 
Christian minister should chiefly turn, .he shews, from the 

Vol. VIIL 3 X 
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command of Christ, the example of the apostles, and the 
reason of the thing itself, that these topics should be explained 
and enforced with the utmost earnestness. The following 
passages, notwithstanding their length, we must be per-* 
mitted to transcribe,. 

« What // this Gospel, and what constitutes this Gospel, which we 
are thus commanded, and have thus undertaken to preach ? Is it not the 
revelation of God's will to mankind, for the forgiveness and acceptance 
of sinners ? Is it not those " good tidings of great joy," which bring 
to us the knowledge of a Saviour ? Is any thing more required to consti- 
tute it, or is any thing less sufficient to constitute it, than the declaration 
of those truths, which I have set forth as the outline of Christian preach* 
ing? The worth of the soul ; its native condemnation; its restoration 
in Christ Jesus ; the way of access to Him ; the origin, source, and 
channel of each individual's redemption ; tke use of the means of grace ; 
enlarged and minute views of Christian duty and of Christian privilege,: 
surely these several particulars must be combined to form the whole of 
this saying ; " that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 

Now trthis be the Gospel, what is it to preach the Gospel ? Is it not 
fully to unfold these truths, and to enforce them upon the understanding 
and the conscience ? Tamely to assert any number of grave propositions, 
however weighty and important, is not to " preach the word." Jesus 
Christ must be " evidently* set forth before their eyes, crucified among 
them." Even argument and demonstration are not sufficient, if alone* 
To constitute the solid and impassioned exercise of preaching, not only 
must t^e understanding be convinced, but the affections also roust be 
roused, and the conscience made to bear witness, and the thoughts to ac- 
cuse or excuse/ pp. 37 — 39. 

* The method I have recommended is intrinsically excellent, as being 
adapted to the wants both of sinners and of believers. To the former of 
these, with whom I comprehend all that large multitude of mankind that 
is not yet faithfully labouring to " serve God in the Gospel of his Son," 
it displays the need of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; whilst it ad- 
ministers persuasions that they may seek, and directions that they may 
find him. 

J * Man is not naturally inclined to^ feel his spiritual necessities. Mor « 
bidly sensible to his temporal exigencies, his soul perishes, yet he knoweth 
it not. It is an arduous task indeed, to humble his pride, and make him 
cry for succour. How suitable does it seem then to his wants, that we 
should be frequent, minute, and strenuous in declaring the natural blind- 
ness, guilt, and corruption of man • Assure him continually , that " t^e 
light which is in him" by nature " is darkness ;" that he " receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God," without the illumination of that Spirit; 
that he must be " born again," or ever he can " see the kingdom of God {' 

* proving and illustrating this assurance, and appealing strongly tohisun- 

* derstanding and to his conscience for the truth o£ it : Will not such a 
mode of teaching extort from him the acknowledgment, that he requires a 
Prophet, who can give sight to the blind ? 

* Speak to him at large of the holy character of God ; of the holy, tpi- 
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ritual, heart-seaching requirements of his law : call upon htm to examine 
himself by this standard ; to compare his actions, thoughts, and words 
with it; his imaginations and projects; his public and his private mo- 
ments ; his seasons of business and his convivial hours ; his boyhood, 
his manhood, his advancing age ; will he not at length -confess, that he 
has need of " such an High- priest, who is set on the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 91 and whose " blood clean seth 
from all sin ?" 

-' In like manner, if he be urged to take strict notice .of the inclinings of 
his will ; of his daily frame and temper ; of his usual habits in feeling 
and practice ; if he -be reminded continually, " that in his flesh dwelleth 
no good thing ;" that the fountain whence his actions flow is polluted 
With sin ; that ,c as a cage is full of birds," po is " his heart full of de- 
ceit" and of vile affections : will not these intimations convince him, that 
he has need of a Prince as well as a Saviour ? of one who can give re- 
pentance as well as remission of sins ; who can subdue his corruptions as 
well as remove his stains of guilt ; who can affect what *' not one'' besides 
must attempt, by " bringing a clean thing out of an unclean ?" 

« Convinced that he has need of such a Saviour as Jesus Christ, we 
leave him not without strong motives to seek an immediate interest in the 
merits of this Saviour. We admonish him that God is faithful and true, 
who has promised to forgive and magnify the believer, and to punish the 
impenitent ; that there is no refuge from eternal torment but in the sanc- 
tuary of the eross of Christ ; no real happiness here but in that " service 
which is perfect freedom. " Thus insisting upon the extreme hazard of 
delay, the pure joys of the obedience of faith, and the certain miseries of 
unbelief; do we not compel him to desire, and with all earnestness to 
seek, «* the kingdom and the righteousness of God" in Jesus Christ ?' 

« Nor is our plan less adapted to the exigencies of believers* They are 
treading in that u narrow way which leadeth unto life;" but they are 
treading amidst briers and thorns, not always discerning their path, some* 
times taking devious and even retrograde steps, and often discouraged, 
feint, and weary through the tediousness and toilsomeness of their jour- 
ney. . Thus in the discharge of our pastoral office we have a strange and 
various care to fulfil even towards the folded of the flock* vVc have the 
hearty and the sound to lay down in green pastures, and to lead beside still 
waters : we have also the diseased to strengthen ; the sick to heal ; the 
broken to bind up : we have to bring again that which was driven away, 
to seek that which was lost. How can we do all this, but by unfolding 
the whole range of Christian duty, and by opening the full store of Chris- 
tian privilege ? We instruct them, therefore, so that they shall not err 
for lack of knowledge : we caution them that they may not fall for lack 
of restraint: we heal and restore, by putting them in remembrance of 
better times, and better hopes ; we purify, console, make fruitful, rich, 
peaceful, joyous, by speaking to them of mercy and of judgment, by ex- 
postulating, threatening, persuading ; in short, by not *' shunning to de- 
clare to them all the counsel of God," in its place and proportion. Are 
they puffed up ? we warn them they are nothing ; " very worms, and no 
men." Are they desponding ? we remind them of the fulness of Christ : 

3X2 
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that his strength "is perfected in weakness f and that they, being; weak, 
shall be enabled to «« do aH things through Christ that strengthened! . 
them." Do they lack comfort ? we tell them of that love of their heavenly 
Master, who pitieth them «' even as a father pitieth his own chilcfcen ;** 
who scourgeth that he may bless ; who chastiseth that he may crown witfc 
glory/ pp. 45 — 47. 

The discourse concludes with an animated address to his 
clerical brethren, part of which is as follows. 

* It is vain to expect that we should preach these froths in the manner I 
have described i and it were vain, if we should so preach them ; unless we 
know them for ourselves; unless " we having the same spirit of faith ac- 
cording as it is written, I believed and therefore have I spoken ; we also 
believe and therefore speak :" unless we can sajr. '' I know whom I have 
believed; 9 ' "now we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have 
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour: 
of the world." % ^ . 

« Oh ! let it be our 'first care to experience the vital energies of that 
Gospel, which is declared to be 9€ the power of Gfod unto salvation/' in 
our own souls. Then will it certainly be our second care, and not less 
our care, to declare it freely and faithfully to others ; specially, to feed 
therewith that " flock of Christ, over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
us overseers." We shall declare it, not arrogantly, fiercely, unfeelingly* 
but in tender love and compassion, as dying sinful men to dying sinners ; 
not in the spirit of self-seeking, but wirh a single eye to our Master's glo- 
ry, not in the fear ef man, but of God. 

' With the Bible in our heads and in our hearts ; with warm and grate- 
ful remembrance of our bleeding Saviour's love, " who gave himself for 
in," and of the Father's love who sent him ; waiting for the promise of 
the Spirit, as that which alone can make us elective workmen ; and oast* 
ing unto the coming of that day of God, in which we shall be called to 
give an an account of every sermon we have preached, of the truths we 
have declared, and of the truths which we have forborne to declare ; 
we shall not be cold or careless preachers ; we shall not be ostentatious, 
vain-glorious preachers ; we shall not be unsuccessful preachers. The 
Lord shall own his word in the, feebleness of the instrument the shall 
cause it to be die " hammer which breaketh the rock in pieces ;*' the 
thunder to alarm man's heart, the rain to *' make it bring forth and bod ;" 
the mighty wind to shake', the consuming fire to purge | the bread to 
strengthen, the oil to gladden, the distilling dew to refresh his people/ 
pp.49— 51. 

The second Serrpon, from Mat. ix. 38, " Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest/ 9 &c,, has for its object, to point opt 
the labour involved in a due discharge of the ministerial 
function, and to trace to a divine source, the competence 
and success of the faithful pastor. That the office of a Chris* 
tian minister is a laborious office, id inferred from the names 
and titles by which he is characterized* 

' The " Shepherd' 9 mast tead bis flock. The «< Watchman" mast bt 
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tfanding always upon his high tower. The " Builder 9 ' must be laying 
hit stones. The " Steward*' has his portions to divide. The « Evan- 
gelist" utters his voice. The " Ambassador" traverses sea and land. 
The *' Angel" has his errands to perform. The " Minister" or servant 
must wait upon his master's guests. The u Soldier" must endure hard* 
nets. The labourer in God's husbandry ; in his vineyard, and in his 
harvest ; must* " rise up early, and late take rest, and eat the bread of care* 
fulness." Even the " Ruler" and the " Overseer" are not without their 
trust and correspondent duties ; whilst the " Elder" has his reverence not 
for bis own sake only, but that he may labour with success " in the word 
and dp^rinc." ' pp. 62,6?. 

The same conclusion is deduced from considering the great 
end of the Christian ministry, and the means by which it is 
accomplished; the end — to glorify God io the salvation of 
pen ; the means— directly, by a variety of pastoral exercises, 
an4 indirectly by cultivating a becoming spirit and conversa- 
tion. 

says Mr. V., in wine r 
r. My beloved bret 
t such ? do we make 
thus in our mioistei 
the inestimable wor 
ir high office charges 
rs ? Might not die 
: down in shame as i 
> the characters of 
said to labour, and 
the covetous ministe 
r ; the vain, trifling, 
g us ? The Lord c< 
examine and prove c 
• number I 9 p. 73, 

In proof of his second proposition, € the true and faithftil 
minister is of the Lord,* Mr. V. observes, that it is the Lord 
who makes him willing to undertake the work ; who furnishes 
him with ability to' perform it, enlightening his mind with a 
knowledge of the truth, and enabling him to preserve a con- 
sistent conduct; and who rewards his labours with success. 
The discourse is marked throughout by a fine strain of so- 
lemn warning and self-application ; and every clergyman 
would do well to make it the companion of his retiredl 
(thoughts and meditations. 

The third sermon is of a more general nature. The text is 
Acts i v. 12; " neither is there salvation in any other," &c. 
from which the preacher takes occasion to explain and incul- 
cate some articles on which he had but slightly touched in the 
preceding discourses. He points put, ip the first place, tile 
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nature of the salvation 1 here spoken of, and then proceeds to 
shew, that this salvation is of Jesus Christ, and of fiim only. 
Lanrelv as we* have already quoted, we cannot refrain from 
transcribing the following close and highly evangelical ex- 
postulation, which occurs under the last mentioned considera- 
tion. 

' Nothing of your own, nothing belonging to any other human being 
than Christ, can procure salvation for you: — What will you be disposed to 
mention ? — Will you say. I am righteous ? I have no need of the Saviour 
you describe I have committed do sin. I refer you to the former part 
of my discourse, in which I have spoken freely of the state and character 
of man. If man universally be guilty, universally depraved, and univer- 
sally under sentence of condemnation, for his guilt and depravity ; as 
history, experience, conscience, Scripture, testify ; universally he has need 
of salvation : need of something to be interposed between himself and 
vengeance ; much more need of something to be interposed, if he would 
be entitled to everlasting reward. 

' Will you say, I have sinned ; but I have performed some works of 
righteousness, for which God will pardon and accept me ? I have been 
honest and industrious in the work of my calling. 1 have brought up my 
family with credit. 1 have submitted patiently to the various evds ot my 
cond'iion. I have giVen much alms to the poor. I have been regular in 
my attendance upon the ordinances of religion. A distinct answer might 
be given to each of these distinct pleas of merit. Your industry has had 
its reward. Your submission to pain was for your own comfort : fretful- 
ness wonld but have added to your burden. Your alms-givings were a 
debt due to society. You was paid in the praise which ycu received from 
men, and in the satisfactory emotions in your own bosom. Your at- 
tendance upon the ordinances of religion has contributed to yonr respecta- 
bility, and to your comfort. But it is enough to say universally, these se- 
veral actions, if really good, were no more than your duty. Our blessed 
master has taught us to silence every presumptuous suggestion, which 
might arise in our minds, after the performance of the most faithful, active, 
and self-denying services, with this consideration ; that the relation in 
which we stand to God is such, as to give him a full claim to all these 
laborious exertions on our part. He is not our debtor for them. " So 
likewise ve, when ye shall have done all these things* which are com- 
manded you, say, We are unprofitable servants; we have done that which 
was our duty to do." But in fact all these good actions are defective in 
. / goodness. It might be 3hown of every one of them severally, that they 
*** are at least short of excellency, if not absolutely sinful. a All our 
righteousness are as filthy rags." We should find universally, that either 
they have cot been performed according to the perfect rule of God's per- 
fect law, or th«-y have not been performed by the principle of faith in 
Christ, which He alone accepts j or they have not been performed in the 
spirit of love to him; or they have not been performed with a single eye 
to his glory. Not having all these essential requisites of a good action, 
they have need to be washed in the blood of Christ ; to be forgiven, in* 
Stead of being rewarded. 

Will you say, I grant all this, but I repent ? I have sinned. I have 
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not been harmless. My good deeds will not save me* Bat I am sorry 
for my sin past :' I will from hence forth amend my life. This shall be my 
salvation. You cannot resolve better than to repent* " Except you repent, 
will perish.** « Repent, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted ' 
out." But, as you have need of an atonement for sin, so your repentance 3. 
will not constitute that atouement. Your sorrow for sin past, how im- ' '\ 
perfect is it 1 The true penitent's great grief is, that he cannot grieve 
more. " Oh ! that my head were waters, and mfne eyes a fountain of 
tears 1" But, were your sorrow perfect ; did it go to the full extent of 
grief, which sin ought to excite in you ; what is its intrinsic worth i 
What satisfaction does it make to the divine justice ? 

* Your intended amendment of life is commendable. But you deceive 
yourself. You fancy, perhaps, that you shall never more commit sin. 
Alas ! your depravity is not removed with your obduracy, You are still 
full of infirmity, and will remain so till your death. Your heart is stllL t 
the saet of many corrupt affections, which will be continually showing 
themselves with greater and less degrees of activity. But were it other- 
wise ; could your future obedience be perfect, without spot or blemish ; 
where is the old debt? Perfect obedience to God is no more than you 
owe Him every day. If you should live for millions of years, you would 
have no transferable balance wherewith to liquidate the ancient debt of 
service. Would a human creditor account himself paid by his debtor's 
ceasing to increase his debt ? He might be disposed toahow him further 
indulgence, but he would account him his debtor still. This again is a 
very inadequate illustration, although the Scriptures justify us in adopting 
it. In fact, it is ridiculous to speak of atonement for sin made by such a 
creature as man. The evil of sin is infinite. Shall I say that man has 
only a finite satisfaction to offer for it ? Alas ! all the satisfaction he has 
to offer is altogether worthless. His sorrow and his amendment are alike 
imperfect in their degree, and unsatisfying in tbeir nature- In the Lamb 
of 1 God ; and in Him only ; we behold that sacrifice of infinite value, 
which taketh away the sin of the world : that sacrifice which alone can 
take away the sin of any one man ; yea, any one sin oi any one man : that 
sacrifice, which, by its own proper and unmixed efficacy, is sufficient to 
take away the collective sins of all men.' pp. 121 — 127* 

v Having thus enabled ourreaders to form their own judgement 
on these discourses, we will only add our enrnest wish, that 
they may circulate extensively among all classes and denomi- 
nations of Christians, and that the design of their excellent 
author in the publication, * a desire of contributing his 
part, whatsoever it may be, to the glory of God, and the 
salvation of his fellow sinners,* may be crowned with di*. . 
tinguished success. 
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Art. XVI. General View pf the jtgrieultureand Minerals of Derbyshire? 
with Observations on^he means of their improvement. Drawn up for 
the consideration of the 6oard of Agriculture. Vol. I. containing 
a full account of the Surface, Hills, Valleys, Rivers, Rocks, Caverns, 
Strata, Soils, Mineral, Mines,' Colleries, Mining Processes. &c. ,&c. 
Illustrated by five coloured Maps and Sections. By John Farey, Sen* 
Mineral Surveyor 8vo. pp. xlviiu 532 price 12x. Nicola, 1811. 

CUCH of our readers as may have met with papers from 
^ the pen of Mr. Farey in the Monthly Magaziue and 
Philosophical Journal, will readily imagine, that it is no 
trifling undertaking to peruse five-hundred pages of his 
composition* We hope they will duly appreciate pur industry, 
when we assure them that we have actually performed this 
arduous task ; but we speak feelingly when we entreat the 
author to render our work less toilsome, as he proceeds. 
He has our full consent, when speaking of lead mines, 
and coal-pits, to employ the under ground language of the 
miner ox the collier ; for it is more agreeable to learn everi 
fcbeir terms, than to put up with the circumlocutions, which 
continual explanations would occasion. We are satisfied* 
too, when he details his mineralogical and geological obser- 
vations, that he should give the substances and strata what 
names he pleases, provided he furnishes us with means 
to identify them. We value the minuteness with which he 
enumerates situations, places, &c. even though the detail oc- 
cupies pages. But we do most decidedly protest against the 
disorderly, the slovenly manner in which he flings his know- 
ledge at the public. The work before us contains as 
valuable observations in geology, as intesesting descriptions 
in mining, and as acute reasonings in various branches con- 
nected with natural history, as any work ot the same size 
we know ; but to get ait them the reader must wade through 
muddy sentences of immeasurable length, now entangled 
in constructions unknown before to our language, then be- 
wildered in parentheses of which he can hud neither be* 
ginning nor end ; seeking in vain for assistance from punc- 
tuation, and stumbling not uufrequently over the coarsest 
faults against grammar. We wish Mr. F. would con- 
sider that he is acting a part most odiously tyrannical, in 
condemning his readers to run over every sentence half 
a dozen times. It is highly desirable in short, that if he will 
write (and science would be a loser if he did not) he would 
write—at any rate in better language than the specimens he 
has hitherto produced. 

Should we be thought too severe in these strictures on 



Digitized by 



Google 



Farcy's Derh/sfrtte. J2T 

en his style we must plead in, excuse, that, even in go early 
a stage as the preface, we met with sentences, one of 
forty-seven and the other of forty-six lines, as difficult to 
surmount as Derbyshire mountains; that on page first, we 
saw with astonishment that the county in question " is si- 
tuated about between the parallels of 52° 38' and 53* 27 of 
North-Laittude ;" that on page second we found that " its great* 
est breadth is about from E. N. E. to W. S. W.," in consequence 
u of its greatest length being in a direction from S. S. E. to 
N. N. W. ;" that, pushing on, we discovered him at last dis- 
tinguishing the " range of the Fault," " in every format? 
u by a dotted line." p. 120. and that" ironstone baits from 
ffarailsford is a farther confirmation of his opinions," &c &c. 

Having stated our disapprobation of the manner in which 
Mr; F. gives us his-observations; and Just expressing a wish that 
he had ^een rather less caustic in his remarks on bis brother 
geologists ; we proceed to the far more pleasant part of our 
task, and will attempt tto give our readers some idea of the 
matter contained in this highly interesting performance. 

Mr. <Fa*ey informs us> in the- preface, that the. observations 
of which it is the result, were principally mada in the years 
1807* 1808, and 1809, at the instance of Sir Joseph Banks, 
and of the Board of Agriculture ; and that it is to be looked 
upon as the first .chapter of his report to the Board, He also 
intimates that the public may expect, at a future period, a 
more extensive work, with a large geological map, containing 
a complete detail of the facts which have come under his 
notice ; and a second volume ootnprising the continuation 
of his agricultural report. The principal value of the part 
which we have on our table, is the precise account which it 
affprds of the stratifications of Derbyshire ; a considerable 
portion of the remainder being apparently inserted, merely 
in compliance with the general directions given by the Board 
to their reporters. 

After mentioning the situation and boundaries, Mr. F. gives 
a very extensive account of the principal ridges or water-heads, 
of the bills, and of the valleys, in the county, with their res* 
-pective strata; which is well, though not very elegantly elu- 
cidated by an outline map, indicating the principal eminences, 
and the direction of the ridges which unite them. It would 
have becin an agreeable and useful addition to this part of the 
-subject, if he had announced the heights of at least some of 
them** 

The second section, enumerates the divisions of the county 
into hundreds and parishes, and we were glad to notice at the 
close, a candid acknowledgement of the beneficial effects of 
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dissenting and methodist preaching, in parts of this county, 
which would, perhaps, have been otherwise debarred from 
any religious instruction whatever. 

The climate a; pears to differ very little from tfiat of the 
surrounding counties, and Mr. F. will by no means admit, 
that the mountainous tracts are as inhospitable 3s travellers 
and geographers, who are obliged to have recourse to high co- 
louring to give their sketches effect, wish to make us believe. 
The register of rain kept by order of the Duke of Devonshire, 
for halt a century, at Chatsworth, enables Mr. F. to give us 
very complete details in this part of the ^meteorology of Der- 
byshire. As it may be useful to some of our readers, to com- 
pare it with similar observations in other places, we transcribe 
the table of yearly totals entire. 

* The following are the yearly totals, viz. in 1761, 26. 525 inches ; 
: 26, 23. S99 inches ; and in 



Years, 

1763 
176* 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 



Tnehes. 

36.399 
34 262 
27*536 
25.235 
30.723 
39.913 
27.255 
29.446 
22.433 
30.842 
31.281 
31.522 
33.749 
29.892 
24 974 
29.895 



Yean. 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

1785. 

1786 

1787 

1781- 

1789 

1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 



Inches. 
24.582 
19.45S 
23,067 
39.115 
29.526 
22.976 
23.162 
30.676 
32.068 
19.856 
36309 
26.892 
34.698 
34.740 
2J..316 
30.769 



Years. 

1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 



Inches. 

23.531 
24.280 
30.129 
27,562 
So-295 
27.732 
28.345 
23.340 
24.270 
47.908 
29.232 
3a 182 
26.365. 
.28.502 
29.914 
27.918 



This gives an yearly average of 28,41 1 in. and, from a. con- 
sideration of the number of rainy and dry d^ys, it appears, 
that it rains on an average, 120 days in the year in Chatsworth. 
It also seems that March is the dryest, and October the wet- 
test month, in the proportion of 8 : 12 ; but the most remark- 
able observation is, that the annual average of vain in the first 
sixteen years is 30,324. in the second sixteen $8,262, and in 
, the last 27,07ft ; though the number of rainy days has in- 
creased. The weather has, consequently, become, mare 
humid, and less rainy; a singular and curious instance of a 
well ascertained change af climate. 

The fourth seption is intitled soils, but contains, the prin- 
cipal part of Mr, lTs. geological observations. He introduces 
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the subject by some general positions relating to stratification, 
and an enumeration of the British strata which appear to be 
superior to those of Derbyshire; and then gives us a theory 
of disclocated and denadated strata. Mr. F very properly insists 
upon the difference between what are termed Faults, and the 
metalliferous Feins of various strata ; which have been strange- 
ly misunderstood,, confounded, or overlooked by several 
writers. The imperfect knowledge of these phenomena, 
which not a few wojks of science betray, is, we believe, 
owing to the circumstance, that persons who have only worked 
the coal and iron-stone measures, know very little of veins, 
either from their rare occurrence or insignificance in these 
strata; bnt are on the contrary well acquainted with faults, 
which are of the utmost importance to them, and very easily 
discernible. When therefore veins are spoken of, they 
imagine them to be faults containing ore. On the other 
hand, miners in the lime-stone strata have all their attention 
directed towards those dislocations,' or veins, which contain 
the ore they are in search of; they meet with faults sometimes, 
but having no further business with them, than to avoid or 
remedy the inconvenience they occasion, and of which they 
often scarcely understand the reason, give them no particular 
attention, Authors are usually indebted for their knowledge 
to practical miners and colliers ; but the i^leas gathered from 
either class are partial; and where collected from both,fre- 
qucnly confused, owing to a belief that both ar§ describing the 
same phenomenon. We are glad, therefore, that Mr. F. ac- 
curately distinguishes them ; since, though veins are of great 
importance, on account of their produce, and as indicating 
the contractility of the strata, in which they occur ; faults a te 
of far greater influence in varying the inclination and situation 
of these strata, and producing the different appearances which 
are the immediate study of geology. By the wovA fault, Mr. 
Farey with the workmen of the country, understands a fracture 
or separation of a pile of strata, such as would be produced 
by forcibly breaking them in two, across the direction of the 
strata, attended by a degree of dislocation or change of si- 
tuation in one of the parts, so that strata which formerly joined, 
are no longer in continuous lines or planes. The fissure is 
filled with extraneous matter which Mr. F. *terms fault- 
stuff. Veins on the other hand are no more than vertical cracks 
in the strata, attended by no removal, but the separation of 
the two sides. They sometimes extend through several strata 
in succession ; but the parts thus separated retain their ele- 
vation ; and frequently strata intevene, which are still entire, 
or into which the vein penetrates but a small way. They ar6 
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generally filled with matter called k vtm~stuf, which appear* 
to have been introduced by infiltration. 

To explain the manner in which the edges of the strata ap- 
pear at the surface of the ground, on the different sides of * 
fault, Mr. F. first imagines three different modes in which 
that part of a pile of strata, separated by a fault, may alter its 
position with respect to the part from which it is separated, 
and which is supposed to remain at rest. The angular or pa- 
rallel fissure being filled with fault-stuff, each of these combi- 
nations of quiescent and dislocated piles of strata, becomes 
again a continuous mass, which is supposed to be cut by six 
varieties of section, representing the surface of the ground, on' 
which the edges of the strata form the various configurations. 
Thus forty-eight different appearances are occasioned, besides 
those of the eight original dislocations, all which are repres- 
ented in two coloured plates, which cannot fail to render the 
subject sufficiently intelligible to every one, who will take the 
trouble to consider them attentively. 

The uppermost regular stratum of Derbyshire, according to 
Sir. F. is the red marle y which occupies the whole southern 
part of the county, though occasionally covered and con* 
cealed by patches of gra\el, considered by our author as an 
alluvium. The red marie stratum appears to be of a very 
unequal thickness, but it is remarkable for the very uniform 
horizontal position of its various beds, though its surface is 
jpuch diversified by bills and valleys. The. spots and patches 
pf very different, and very remarkable mineral substances, 
which here and there occur in this stratum, render it highly 
curious. Thus, in Cheshire, it produces the celebrated mines 
of rock salt and salt springs, with gypsum. The gypsum is 
also found in several places in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
and Staffordshire, either in huge lumps, even forming hills, 
imbt* diled in the red marie, or of the fibrous kind (very errone- 
ous y termed the finely striated gypsum, by Mr. F.) in thin 
horizontal beds, but unaccompanied by the salt. Within this 
district, sienitealso appears; not in strata, but apparently in 
elevated peaks, enveloped on all sides by the red marie, ex- 
cept where exposure to the weather has laid bare the summits. 
Mr. Ps observations do uot furnish us with sufficient data, 
to ascertain whether the base of the sienite blocks be situated 
pn red marie beds, or whether they perforate it from beneath ; 
and till this is determined, we cannot possibly decide, whether 
they are to be looked upon as anomalous aggregations be^ 
longing to that stratum, (as Mr. F. seems to think) or as the 
projecting points of a stratum greatly inferior. Slate is ana* 
ther production of the red marie, or rather makes its appear- 
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ance through it, in a manner similar to the sienite, which it 
sometimes closely accompanies in a vertical position. Mr. F.'s 
remarks on the confusion which has arisen from mistaking the 
direction in which the slate splits (the beat of the stone) for an 
indication of the direction of the stratum, are very just. In 
the Yorkshire paving stone, the grey slate of the coal districts, 
and the numerous argillaceous coal shales, the stone naturally 
separates in a direction parallel to the situation of the strata ; 
but in the true slate this is by no means the case; the grain in 
the latter being apparently occasioned by a species of crystal- 
lization, in the former merely by mechanical aggregation. 
Besides these extraneous occurrences in this stratum, grit* 
stone, sand, and brick-clay are mentioned ; and Mr. F. suspects 
that the basaltes of Staffordshire and Warwickshire also belong 

The red marie stratum appears to be separated from the 
strata of the northern part of Derbyshire, by an immense 
fault which transyerses the county from E. to W. ; to the north 
of which the strata are so much elevated, that the section 
formed by the surface of the country, in a nearly horizontal 
plane, carries away not only the red marie, but the greater 
part of the subjacent class of yellow limestone strata, and lays 
bare the coal measures, which lie beneath it. We have no 
means to estimate, with accuracy, the vertical height to 
which the northern strata have been elevated, or the south- 
ern depressed, but it cannot be less than several hundred 
feet 

The yellow or magnesiao lime emerges from beneath the 
Nottingham gravel, to the E. of the county, but stripped of 
the Dudley coal measures, which cover it in Worcestershire, 
Staffordshire and Cheshire. These Mr. T. supposes to be 
lost, at a fault concealed beneath the gravel of Sherwood Fo- 
rest, as they ought to appear between the red marie and the 
yellow lime. A very small portion of this stratum enters Der- 
byshire, passing along the eastern boundaries into Yorkshire. 
Though termed yellow, it varies in colour from red. to blue, 
and from a perfectly dense, to a coarse granular texture, owin^, 
in specimens which we have seen, to an aggregation of pri- 
mitive rhombs of carbonate of lime. Magnesia prevails in 
all the beds, and generally to such a degree, as to render the 
lime .from them injurious to vegetation. From under the va- 
rious beds belonging to the class of yellow lime, there appears 
in succession the vast variety of coal measures, composing to- 
gether a stratum distinct in its products, and in its origin ; for, 
notwithstanding the variance of contending systems, and tha 
doubt in which they involve almost every conclusion which 
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geologists attempt to draw ; it can hardly be denied, that strata, 
containing the relics of vegetables and shells, closely analo- 
gous to those found in our marshes, rivers, and fresh water 
lakes, must have been produced by deposition from fresh 
water ;* while such as abound in remains of corals, shells, and 
fish, resembling the present inhabitants of the ocean, must have 
had a different origin, and that, probably, an elemen 1 similar 
to the one which now supports their congeners.. The investi- 
gation of this important series of beds, is attended with very, 
great difficulties, and we are by no means surprised that 
Mr. F* has not completed it; These difficulties arise, partly 
from the great numbers of successive layers, many very similar 
to one another in particular spots, yet differing widely at 
others, being liable to very considerable variety in texture and 
component parts, in the course of their progress ; partly from 
the numerous partial faults, intersecting each other, and occa- 
sioning very great alterations in the thickness of the respec- 
tive measures, sometimes bringing distant beds close toge- 
ther, at other times throwing them far asunder ; and partly by 
an important fault, termed by Mr. F. the great zigzag fault f rang- 
ing very close to the edge of the yellow lime. The numerous 
perforations in search of coal, will, however, probably enable 
the patient investigator to obtain a pretty correct knowledge 
of them in time ; including the Yorkshire part of this important 
coalfield, which will contribute to throw considerable light, 
upon the subject. Besides millstones, whetstones, and various 
kinds of stone used in building, this stratum produces the in- 
estimable supplies of coal for part of the midland counties. 
Mr. F. is not very clear, in his manner of distinguishing the 
different species of coal found in Derbyshire. He mentions, on 
the authority of Mr. Butler of Killamarsh, three sorts : 

' Hardy orstone, which burn to a white ash. 

Soft, or bright, which burn to a white ash. 

Caking* or crozling, which usually burn to a red ash. 9 

* * . . I, ■ .. i I, ...... i , . i ..I i . I, * 

* We were much surprised, in a recent number of the Monthly Maga- 
zine, to find an insinuation from the pen of Mr. F. that the vegetable pro- 
totypes of the coal and iron-stone petrefactions, were submarine, or at least 
subaquatic. If this be Mr. F's belief, we must be permitted to state our 
opinion, that, in this instance, he accommodates his observations to a pre- 
conceived hypothesis. A botanist may be told, that half the Strawberries 
exposed for sale in the London markets, are ripened at the bottom of the 
sea, between Dover and Calais ; it is quite as probable, as that plants, 
organized in the manner those are whose impressions we trace in the coal 
shales, should subsist under water \ yet we apprehend that he would be 
somewhat disposed, to call the correctness of the assertion in question. 
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The first species is that which prevails in the southern parts 
of the coal field) and must by no means be confounded, either 
with the stone coal of the West Riding of Yorkshire, (called 
BrancJi about Sheffield), which resembles jet in its lustre and 
fracture, and melts in. burning almost like pure bitumen; or 
with the stone coal of mineralogy (Kilkenny coal) which nei- 
ther melts nor blazes, but burns like charcoal. We appre- 
hend that many of the qualities of the Derbyshire stone coal, 
depend upon the earth contained in it (though comparatively 
in a small proportion), being of a calcareous nature. The 
soft and crozling coals, seem only to differ in- the proportions 
of bitumen which they contain ; the colour of the ashes be* 
ing white or red, from the absence or presence of oxyde of 
iron. The list of near 500 collieries which our author gives, 
proves the rapidity with which our subterraneous scores in this 
part of the country are decreasing. Iron stone, in flat balls, 
is almost constantly attendant on the coal strata; as also 
iron pyrites, from which sulphate of iron, the copperas of 
commerce, is manufactured. 

The lower beds of this stratum, contain no valuable seams 
of coal, and the whole rests upon a vast bed of Shale, distin- 
guished by our author by the name of the limestone shale. 
It appears to be from 150 to '160 yards thick, and * like the 
marie stratum is subject to great and curious anomalies 9 . The 
first of these, is a fine grained silicious freestone, much used 
in architecture. 

' But the most extraordinary anomaly attending this great shale is, the 
great masses and accidental beds of dark blue or black Limestone which 
it produces, and which therefore I call the Shale- Limestone. One of these 
tracts of Shale Limestone was, apparently, very large, extending in % 
NW. direction from Atlow for near 14m, to Mixon-Hay, in Stafford- 
shire; but about one half of this is now denudated and gone, together 
with a vast thickness of its under-measures, from off the lifted part of the 
4th Limestone Rock, which now cuts this tract of Shale Limestone into 
two parts/ — pp. 229 — 231. 

.«. In and to the SW. of Ashford, and NW. of Bakewell, another con- 
siderable tract of Shale Limestone is found, as the dotted lines and wri- 
ting in the Map will explain, extending near to Sheldon.. In these strata, 
the famous black Marble Quarries of Ashford are situate, where, as in 
numerous other places in the Shale Limestone tracts above mentioned, the 
most. fiat and perfect stratification imaginable, is to be seen ; and yet it is 
not a little singular, that these same strata, often at a short distance from 
very fiat parts of them, produce the most curiously contorted and undula- 
ting strata that can, perhaps, be seen in England.' pp. 229, 230. 

Another product of this stratum,. is the Rotten Stone used in 
polishing metals, which seems to he a decomposition of the 
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black marble effected by water, as specimen are not unfre- 
quent that are still perfect!} hard in the centre* 

Mr. F. intimates thalt no beds of coal of any value are to be 
found in the limestone shale, though thin seams, may occur. 
We are, however, inclined, to think that in some parts, if not hi 
Derbyshire, it does produce coal. The vegetable impressions 
which are found in it, indicate a similarity of origin with the 
superior stratum* 

The next and concluding series of strata, which comprises 
above 500 yards of thickness, is the limestone alternating 
with loadstone. Three beds of limestone, each succeeded by 
a basaltic bed, termed toadstone by the inhabitants of the 
country, rest upon a stratum of limestone of unknown thick- 
ness, which our author supposes to be the lowest bed we are 
acquainted with in this kingdom, — an opinion however, in 
which he will, we fear, meet with more opponents than dis- 
ciples. As these strata contain the principal veins which 
are worked for the metals, Mr. F. describes them with minute- 
ness. 

' Mineral Veins, are of three distinct kinds % the most common, is call- 
ed a Rake Vein, which is in fact, a straight and vertical crack or fissure 
in the Limestone strata, filled with Spar and Ore, &c. ; a Pipe Vein, 
which is a cavity, often horizontal nearly, between the beds of Limestone, 
filled id like manner, having a narrow rake vein, or rake- leading from it, 
to the surface of the stratum : and a Flat-work, which is a horizontal ca* 
vity in the strata, filled with Spar and Ore, without the rake-leading pe- 
culiar to Pipe Veins, This last kind of veins are rare in Derbyshire, 
wherein I heard only of three. 

The Hake Veins, which are far the most numerous, generally preserve 
a pretty straight course on the surface, and they often run parallel with 
each other, having others crossing diem almost at right angles. It is 
now supposed, by many practical Miners, and so they construe their 
Titles to the Veins* that every principal vein extends through the whole 
series of Limestone Rocks, as from the top of the 1st to the bottom of 
the 4th Rock* but not without interruption, since the three Toadstone 
Rocks are rarely broken through, I believe, so as to connect the veins 
above and below them, except where fauhs have since happened to follow 
the ranges of these veims.^--f p. Z43~*£i5. 

The description of the manner in which the Ore and Spars 
are lodged in the veins, cannot fail of being agreeable to 
many, who are already acquainted with the appearance of 
fragments preserved in cabinets, or manufactured into orna- 
-Baerrts. 

' Next to the walls or Stirt* of the veins, which are of unequal dis- 
tance apart in the same vein, in many instances, a lining of Vein-stnf, as 
Crystals of Carbonate ef lam (Calcareous Spar), of Fluate of Lima 
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(Fluor Spar ) f or of Sulphate of Barytes (Cawk), i$ applied ; which Vein* 
•tuff, in tome narrow placet or hutnpt in the Vein-skirts, have met, and 
there the rein it said to be twitched or mpt-up, and little pr no Ore it 
there famd. Upon the linings of Spar, or first formatioot of Vem-stmT, 
a certain thicknett of Lead-Ore it deposited, generally the Sulphuretof 
of Lead, Galena or blue Ore, in cnbet, which are called, either stetU 
framed, or Leqf-Qre, from having a fracture tomewbat like a thorn, leaf ; 
and it often happens,, that the original width of the vein and the thickness 
of deposited Spr, wat such, that these civstalt of Ore meet and are dote 
wedged together, forming what it called one Rib of Ore 9 with Spar on 
each side of it in the vein. In wider veins, it hat happened, sometimes* 
that a second deposit of Spar took place upon the Lead-Ore, and conti- 
nued increasing until the sides met and were close wedged, and such 
parts have two Ribs of Ore, which sometimes differ in their qualities as 
at Gregory and Lucky-ploughman Mines, Sec ; in tome rarer instances* 
the second deposift, of Spar have ceased before the vein was <piite filled, 
and Lead-Ore completed the filling, and in such parts three Ribs of Ore 
are seen, as in Y^)ke-cliff Mine, &c. 

' In many instances, instead of regular Ribs of Ore being found, as above* 
the deposits of Ore and of Spars of different kinds* seem to have gone on- 
together, and the Ore is found dispersed in different sized cubes, more or 
less perfect, throughout great part of the Vein-stuff; and indeed it sel+ 
dom happens, that the Spar is entirely free from small cubes of Lead-Ore, 
even where ribs of Ore are met with. In the same manner as the narrow 
parts of the vein were prematurely full and nip tup, the swells or wider parts 
of the vein, which always happen gradually, and not by sudden leapt or 
off-sets, remained unfilled, when the other parts had become so, and 
such are now tometimet found open, and are called Tkt-hoke, Jouph-holes, 
Druses, Nests, Lochs, &c. from die linings of which open spaces, all the 
perfectly crystalized specimens of Soars and Ores are obtained ; though 
without doubt, the skirts and ribs of Ore, most of them, were equally 
perfect in their form, before they were covered and dose Wedged with 
the crystals from the other side of the vein. But in the greater number 
of cases, particularly where the Tick-holes or empty spaces in the vein 
were large, a confused and coarse kind of crystalizatioo, often of a stoney 
texture in part, has completely filled up these cavities, sometimes without 
the admixture of any Ore or perfect Spar ; these stoney masses are called 
Riders 1 1 suppose, from the circumstance of their always resting upon 
Spar (and Ore for the most part), and never touching the vein-skirts or 
Sock, in which the vein is formed/ pp. 246-~94&. 

The beds of toadstone, interposed between the beds of lime- 
stone, have long been a subject of contention between the 
adherents of different systems. Mr. P., we fear, is likely to 
" spoil the sport." It appears from bis observations, that the 
third lime rock contains anomalous masses of chance toadstone, 
resembling those of gypsum in the red marie, but that the 
strata themselves are by no means so prodigiously irregular as 
they have beeto represented. 

Vol. VIII. 3 Y 
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1 oHnCfe^e vastatid in&n'nite'uiequalityof the tl&lcitesMs^Slte TbaA.* 
ittwie in thia place* has been a principal' fact adduced* in auffyort of tfife 
opinion* advanced by Mr. Whitehurity a* tto tne Dertiytfhire Tdae&tsifeV 
being Lava, of subsequent formation and injection among the Lfttt£s*<Wfe 
Rdck» which they interlay, I hate procured 'ah accurate plafn.df'-tR^^iH^ 
rf the Moor>' from Mr. George Unwiri, *he purveyor for its' ^Ericl&slirey 
and have been at great pains to ! see as many as possible of the^oM iJtfftarsV 
W ho worked in' Wacktoillock Shaft; and in the Mines- near,, at and priori 
the 1 time when MW Wfctfehursfc obtained' his information respecting, tftem 1 , 
from Mr. W. Haigh ; s as Xvelf Sis since.' Which particulars, when* I hare 
Ae opportunity of submitting them at length to the public, will shew, 
that Mr. Whitehurst { of whose veracity I have before expressed my perfect 
conviction) was entirely misinformed and deceived, as to the points' in 1 
question : not that I mean to contend, that the Toadstoues preserve rhefr 
thicknesses as uniformly as some other strata dd, Coal-seams m partienftu*j 
for I have mentioned, and shall further on, she# then* to be Very antfrta* 
Ions in this respect ; ytit they are not more so, T etfpect, than thany u otner 
4Strata will prove, when sufficiently investigated/ pp. 275, 276. 

Among the curiosities of these strata, numerous c*vern» 

ire mentioned, and a list given of eight/ and* twenty, ©fl the 

itwre remarkable. • The water swalhm, or p4ace& wbera -riwi* 

tetofartd brooks sirik into th0 earth and disappear, either aUtf* 

e dfstarrce : , seem owing to sfrnilar stibtfertai 

d #6 sWouia rather suppose; that the erttJfnj* 

[rientione4 p. 2J}8, is occasioned h$ a natural 

be cavity from which it issues, than that it is 

our author suspects. ^We have not seen jhif 

r, but we have more thaa once exaa]in^4. the 

at Gtggleswick, near Settle^ vyubefu*. fidd* 

> suspect that its phenomena weve <ficti* 

The above short abstract, will enable erur readers to forffi 
sortie idea! of the nature arid extent of Mf. F.Viiete&iiehWitt 
this branch of his undertaking. He certainly havgrmtH^lfe- 
yond any of his predecessors, and although many error? wjft 
undoubtedly be detected, we do not hesitate taefprdss ouV 
Belief, that his labours will betaken as the grQund/^ori of 
most geological observations on Derbyshire, that will' lie 
made hereafter, The remainder of his wofrks is of 1**» impor- 
tance, though abounding with valuable maiter^rVowwhieh^ 
shall present our readers with a few' extracts. ...... 

v Thet ap*e*i of' soi^ are calculated from the oat-crbps dr 
k&ss&s oft the different strata, and given as follows ; p. 3l2i 
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Lias Cl&y & Limestone Soils 1 }; 
(in Leicester, oVNotts) J 
Red Marl Soils ' ' - ■ - 



JEwey '* • Beriy shirt. 
Names of Strata, Ac- 



Yellow Limestone Soils 
Coal-measurei, upper parti : 
dit^o, r lower part J 

Gritstone and Shale Soijs 
8]Mineral JJmestorie and °. . T 
' Toadstone Soils , J 
Fourth Limestone Soil -' 



' Acres. 



,W,P00 

81,000 

2V,580 
180,000, 

6tyf)00 . 
160,500* . 

51,500 

40,500 T ' 



62%08O m ™ 



Unde* che title of MinerUs, (in thd 5th*ettiioti, 'the? boring for 
veins, sinking of pits and abafts* aiid ■•' -drtaiig' of $o*<ihs ot 
levels, arermrtutely Aeseiibc'd: '.; The* latter Were &e%f?ly ef- 
fectual means that could fee Applied- to rid a.stratff^of 'water, 
Jbefore steam engines were; made use of. An e£ti'mate may be 
forced of. tlnie importance of these -drains, from hy.e. being 
aaen tinned Jthat were cpnstructed ajt ap expense of from JQ to 
fiOfiOO. ! poinds each j : apd. two others, that; are ai&re than 
ttarae .aides i« length. . The variw&w-ays of. extracting foui or 
^ruieionisair, at>3 of. fiaisiRg ftatetr. and- the different -kinds of 
fninenib, are enumerated, and explained. The method of 
working the ooaUbedsi* described with more minuteness than 
we have met with elsewhere 5 w« extract the following, 

« r Tbe .wrkiqg iConaraencea, by a isct of Cottiers called Holers, who 
fegin in tbd night, and bole or. pndermine all the bank or face , of the 
Coal, .fy ^cjiannekorpick ftpm, 20 ,tqj80 inches backhand 4 to 6< ibchee 
J^ighia fropt, t ^ecki^-PHt the holeingrstaf <wi*fc a light and sharp' tool 
<GaUttl a #«*, ;hackv or mauodrel * .rod -placing short stmts of <wood in 
tt^h.plaqe* where ;tjie pqakaeema likely *<> .fall, in cowequeoce of being 
so undermined. On the facility for this holeing, much of .the pcoitt of a 
seam of Coal depends, as well as on its roof. 

« When the Holers have finished 'their operations, through the whole 
length of Che Bank, or Banks? and cut a vertical nick at on&or each end of 
the Bank, called the cutting-end, and hive retired, a new -set of Men caHed 
Hammer-men, or Drivers, enter the works, and fall the Coal, by means of 
long and sharp iron wedges,' set into the face 'of the Coal at top. Or near it, 
•according to circumstances, which they drive, by large Hammers, till the 
Coal' is forced down, and fails in lai^ne' blocks, often niany yards in length * 
thisiseinga very dangerous part of ^{ebpbrajion in the first' bank, and be- 
forethere is room; as afterwards,' to step black between the puncheons, 
wheti the Coals fall ; a , mandated ,jthe Rembfcr n,e*t follo.ws, and wiffl'a 
tommer-pick breaks the Mocks °tif Coal into sizeable* pieces 5 anijKfie 
drawing apparatus being ready, the loaders -fill the Coals into the Corves 
i .... ..... 3Y2 



Digitized by 



Google 



*S8 tstefs Derbyshire 

or Trams, which the Corve-men who drive the Horses,' Moles, or Asses 
uted in large works, or the Hurriers or those who drag the Corvee, in 
smaller works* convey them to the bottom of the Drawing-shaft ; where 
the Bottomer, Bridger, or Hooker-on fastens the same to the tackling* 
chains, and die Corve is drawn to the top, by the Wimsey, Horse-gin, or 
Turn-beam, employed for such purpose ; here the Banksman or Striker, by 
means of a bank-hook, draws the Corve from over the Pit and lands it ; 
but now frequently, sliding stages move on to the top of the Shaft, to re- 
ceive the Corve, instead of thus dragging it on to the landing-stage or 
tattle-board* The Corves are next dragged to the Pitt-Hill to be stacked 
or loaded into the Carriages of purchasers, or into Trams for the Rail- 
way, which is laid for conveying away the Coals ; in some instances, how* 
ever, the Tram-Corves themselves are adapted, to pass on the Rail-way. 

* A new set of Men now enter the Pit, tailed Punchers or Timberers, 
taking with,tfiem a number of stout posts of woods, cut or sawed off to 
a certain length, from very old Underwood or the thinnings of Plantations, 
or the straight arms of trees* These puncheons they set up in a row, in 
froittof a#d almost touching the pew face of the Coal, applying a small 
flat piec^of wood, or templet, at top of each, unless the roof, which they 
punch- to^ as it is called, be very hard ; the distance of these puncheons 
differs according to the goodness of the roof, being sometimes necessary 
at less than a yard apart, and at others they are necessary only here and 
there for precaution, where joints appear in the Rock above ; or they are 
wholly omitted. The work is now ready for the Holers to return, and 
after another day's work as above described, the Punchers return, and in 
pretty good roofs they take down the puncheons tn succession* and remove 
them forwards almost to the face of the Coal, as before; or otherwise, 
they set up a new row of punches, observing to place these opposite the 
-openings of the former row, and on the second, or even sometimes the 
third day, they take do.vn the back row of punches, except any which 
may have taken so great a weight as to be broken, or to be incapable of 
Temoval by cutting out the floor or the roof, or both, round them, and re- 
move them to the' face of the work. Th£ number of these large posts of 
wood which are broken, worn out, or unavoidably left in a Coal-Pit, par- 
ticularly for supporting its gates or passages, forms often, no inconsider- 
able part of the expenses of the work : this occasioned the invention of 
Cast-iron Puncheons, or Sutfncheons and caps, by Mr. John Charlton.' 
pp. 844— 348. 

. Very little copper is got in Derbyshire. The celebrated 
Ecton mine, lies on the confines in Staffordshire, though the 
ore was formerly smelted in Derbyshire. 

' The body of Copper Ore seems now nearly or quite exhausted m 
Ecton Mine, but the thick shirts to the Vein, and numerous serins and 
small Veins, or strings, branching .therefrom, which the Miners neg- 
lected to follow when the Copper Ore was in such plenty, still produce 
considerable quantities of Lead Ore, which is smelted at Ecton, and 

'about Ore enou«h to produce a Ton of Copper weekly at Whistpn,; 

>}iejre, about 1781, 12 Tons of refined Copper were produced' weekly 
from this mine/ pp. 35S, S54. 

Lead on the contrary has, from time immemorial, been 
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furnished by this county in large quantities. The mode ' 
of obtaining possession of a vein, the duties to the land 
owner, &c. are regulated by ancient customs, called the mi- 
ning laws, containing, like most of the traditions of the kind, 
abundance of absurdities, which come but slowly into disuse. 
It even appears that, formerly, the miners bad the right of 
taking wood from any of the king's forests for the use of 
their mines ; — an excellent scheme, it must be acknowledged, 
for eradicating them effectually, and which did not fail of hav- 
ing this result throughout the county. 

The antient and present manner of working the veins of 
lead ore, are extremely qurioua, but do not admit of a brief 
description. With respect to the price of the ore, a smelting 
bouse of respectability informed our author, that 

1 their usual practice in barring Ore was, to consider 58 lb. as the stand* 
ard weight of a 14 pint Dish of Ore, and to allow the Miners to whom 
they were regular customers, half the price per Ton for their Ore, that 
Lead bore per Fother at Hull, at the time of taking up each parcel of 
Ore : and that parcels of Ore, weighing less or more than the above 
tfaodard weight per Dish (from the average of three Dishes, as above), 
were deducted for, or allowed extra, at the rate of 10s. per Ton of Ore, 
for each pound that the Dish fell short or exceeded the standard/ 
ff. 379, 380. 

Did our limits permit, we would willingly transcribe Mr. F.'s 
1 list of the Iron Furnaces in Derbyshire in 1806:' but as it is, 
we must rest satisfied with observing, that the No. of tons of pig 
iron, made annually in 18 furnaces, is 10,329; a produce ex- 
ceeded! only by that of Shropshire and Yorkshire. 
. The other metals found in Derbyshire, are comparatively, pf 
small importance ; but the limestones, both as marbles, arid 
when burnt for manure, and architectural purposes, are of 
extensive utility. Building stones also abound,* and millstones, 
and whetstones are manufactured in several. parts of the coun- 
try. Mr. F. gives us extensive lists of the principal quarriea, 
and the use to which their productions are applied. Clay for 
bricks and the manufacture for earthen ware, is also abundant 
in many places. The calcareous spars, floor, and stalactites, 
with other minerals, are noticed as furnishing materials for 
*ome elegant manufactures, and specimens for the cabinets of 
the curious. 

The sixth andeoneludinff section of the volume, gives a de- 
tail of the rivers of Derbyshire , iu which the author has exhi- 
bited much industry and ability. From the whole, it appears, 
that the county is well supplied with water, notwithstand- 
ing' the loss of many streams in the limestone strata. The 
table, exhibiting the number of acres drained by the several 
J-irersanld brooks, represents the Derwent, and Dove, as the 
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principal ; the fpi^jer parrying tlje drainage of 111,500 acres, 
the latter ,of .87,000. Derbyshire bas, pp lakes, nor do there 
appear enfepr.tp bav# ppexx *ucb collections of water; tut ponds 
are construct?*} to? {preserve a supply* in the limestone dis- 
tricts, Tb^ fane -Office of tte yvjrtery bottomless abysses 
which the county baited, is thus .related! by our author. 

J ' On the & of Jkxmffci and N. E* of hsfr in Staffordshire, on the 
western edge of a high, fall of lameatpnerShqk, is a small .Peaty Meer 
or pool of water, called black-meer of jnoredge (or morridy, according 
tp jQr. Plot), respecting whose unfathomable depth and other wonderful 
properties, thi .most absurcl falshpods were long propagated ; it occupies 
thf iplace of a large !ahd ancient slip fr6m the side of this hill : a short 
time ago the dharm of this spot, so celebrated among old* women who 
never were there, was«brokeh by a sturdy labourer, Who in a ftw hours, for 
a wager, dug a tench through the edge, af >&aje and peaj, and emptied! 
tfiis pretended <unfachomable pit i' p, 408.' -•';«,;- t - : 

After the sketch, we have given, we »we Oorrfident, it 
would be quite superfluous to add'^6t%ferserit6ncfcto indi- 
oafce.purown opinion »pf 'the worK, ' or ^o .bias that of our^ei-I 
d*r». We myst,, l^owever, be remitted to express' a wish 
that it maybe "the fijst of a series of County JtejJorts," of 
equal intrinsic merit. ,. 

ArL'SfcVH. The' Life of Richard Cumbirland, J^./ embracing a 
' 'Critical Examination of his various Writings. With! an occasional 
'- literary Inquiry into the Age in which he lived, and the ; Contem- 
poraries with whoni he flourished. jBy William, Mudfbrd, 8vc* pp. 
640. Price 16r; Sherwood,. Neely, ajid Jones, aad 7 Aspern. 1812. 

VXT H'KN we had read ami dismissed, about six years since, 
* * the garrulous and entertaining w&rk in which Mr; Cum- 
berland himself iiarrated the history of his Hfe aiujj literary 
labours, and to'which'he added a small supplement in 1807 ; 
we could have; been' most perfectly .content that those 
^Memoirs,' with another brier supplement, to bfe added in 
dnetime, by thfe hAndor' some •sorrstble tfriend, to relate the 
concluding part of a' then far advanced' life, should, remain 
: (he sole record <of a long and indefatigable literary career. 
In thinking it quite sufficiently ample a ud comprehensive, at 
least as relating to himself and bis- works, we.pcobabty agreed 
with the author. He was evidently in no disposttionito.be 
parsimonious of his communications, aor< to deem 'even very 
flight circumstances too insignificant tb iiiterest the • public, 
and* we may be sure he would tell ail he thought. of con- 
s&pience to be known. What he thought of to© little im- 
portance, the reader had very good cause for reconciling 
tjimself to think so too. <Nor was there any .reason fopsuspect- 
'1ng disingenuousness in the 1 relation ; m»f"in4eed» if iher e had, 
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would it* id many pointe, have been easy* to ascertain the 
deceptiyeness of the representation,, or perhaps of any great 
moment to ; do, ity. however practicable.. Witt regard to bis 
writings* tb$: principal work in point of value, the Observer, 
had so: long found its proper place in public estimation* 
thai it was . a matter, of tufting importance whether the au- 
thor appreciated it with: perfect correctness or hot. And 
a& to, the,: very Ica^f lisjt of dramatic performances, we could 
see, after protesting against the stage itself, whoever might 
furnish its amusements, no great harm in their being suffered 
to go af his own critical price, whether estin&eted relatively to 
one ano(hefr or to the dramatic performances of his contem- 
poraries. .And indeed " should seem that little pains, in the 
way of valuation of them, are. likely to be taken by other 
people henceforward ; for it appears that but very few of 
them now remain in possession of the stage, and their being ever 
again much read, is doubtless quite out of the question* The 
more gloomy tribe of literary prognosticators, profess U» appro* 
hend that a fate not eminently more indulgent, awaits bis other 
poetry ; to some of which no one denies considerable men* 
But unfortunately for the lasting popularity, of moderately 
good poetry, every successive generation of readers is sure 
to have its own full fresh supply,, which will, in its day, hold 
just the same claims, and engage the same attention, as the 
current; poetical produce of cue foregoing time* did in its 
season, — an attention quite incompatible with the task, of ex- 
amining the mass of the middling poetry of those preceding 
times- |t is therefore but a very a urinative space, as c6m« 
pared with the whole quantity of bis printed composition, thaf 
Cumberland will occupy in our permanent literature ; and 
as literature is the. chief ground of. whatever personal im- 
portance belongs to the man, as a subject; of biography, we 
deemed that enough had been doneAo fix and {iefpetuaie his 
fame, and even to discriminate his character, in the very 
ample volume of J\lemoir& written by himself. 

Mr. Mudford however descried prospectively, during. Cum*- 
berland's lifetime,, & desideratum which we will- quote his own 
words tq define, 

*Wfcetf the Memoirs of Cumberland were published, I was forcibly im- 
pressed' wkh their insufficienty in all* that regarded the estimation of his 
Utenuy: character-; and while I found in them all* that could be' wished 
about the man, I 'was ionscious that whenever mV death should happen, 
an finipje ,and interesting opportunity would occu* fcr the union df thfe 

r»n4. history with a .minute- enquiry into the pretensions of the author. 
. what way, however, I conceived this scheme might be best executed, 
may be easily known from the following pages,- which 1 have; endeavoured 
to mate as interesting as- I coufd. If I have failed, I will not seek to 
mitigate censure by an appeal to indulgence/ p. ix. 
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The business then of the present work is fo ^o over again 
the ground of Cumberland's life, for. the purpose chiefly of 
coming at his works, in their succession, and passing upon 
them a critical and final judgement ; scattering however, by 
the way, a variety of moral observations suggested by thie 
particulars that come into the narration. Now* in the first 
place, as to the new-cast story of the person's life, this, at 
any rate is mo$t completely a work of supererogation, when 
the writer is obliged to confess explicitly that he has nothing 
new to tell, and that he relies entirely on Cumberland's own' 
1 Memoirs.' In this portion of his undertaking he must of 
necessity be reduced to ralate in a comparatively faint and 
cold style, what the author of the Memoirs had related with 
the liveliness of personal consciousness, memory, and interest; 
or to transcribe the very words of that work, and thus, tinder 
the semblance of a new book, offer a sort of mutilated re-. 

Erint of the old one. This latter method has been practised 
y the present author to an almost unprecedented, and an al- 
together unpardonable extent. He inserts four, or six, or 
eight, and in some instances a still greater number of pages 
continuously, from the ( Memoirs;' and so frequently that 
if all the sheer piece of Cumberland's composition were 
brought together, they would be found to form a most uncon- 
scionable proportion of the volume. And at the same time 
this stout plunderer shall seem to take credit for laudable 
service ! by expressions such as — * the account is so interest, 
ing that the reader would hardly forgive me for withholding 
it;' meaning, of course, the reader who has perused it, and 
perhaps paid for it, as a part of the * Memoirs,' — since other 
readers could know nothing about the omission. It is not 
at all to be wondered at, that the proprietors of Cumberland's 
book have called in the interference of the law, and ob- 
tained an « Injunction' restraining the sale of the present 
work. 

In the next place, as to the critical trial and judgement on 
the numerous writings; — we should not perhaps with quite ao 
much simplicity ask, what is the need or use of it, if 
we were more familiar with the theatre. As several of Cum- 
berland's plays are still sometimes performed, it m^y very 
likely be a concern of some magnitude with the frequentefs 
to be illuminated on the subject of the merits. or faults of 
their respective plots, and to be qualified to dissertate on the 
characters of CT Flaherty, Belcour, Charlotte Rusport, fee*. &c. 
&c. But still, it may be doubted whether many of these 
freqnenters will take the trouble to read a book of biographical 
criticism to qualify themselves ; whether, for the most part, 
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tfecy mfcjF rtot very readily, either froih their own taste, Ot froak 
the fashionable motions among people around them, make up 
their opinions on these high matter^ as fur as they can 
have any question about them J whether) in short, it is o% 
much consequence, if their opinions on point* of dramatic* 
propriety are absurd— or if they have trohe at all. It is in- 
deed with no intention of prosecuting critical studies, thai 
tithef the Vulgar or the genteel rabble cram the theatre* . Nor 
will they, we apprehend, feel much gratitude to the present 
Writer, fot the ready made estimates ancl discriminations of 
Cumberland's more noted plav's> with which they may behenj 
supplied; though it is possible enough that a few of thenf. 
may avail themselves of such convenient means of appearing 
wiser than their companions* 

If, however, it could fanve been decided, oft any good 
grounds, that the public was in want of a new atid formal 
fcritieal estimate fcf the writings of an author, of whose works 
by far the greater part will subside, speedily and filially* 
out of the public attention, this desideratum might have bee A 
famished in the express and compact form of a critical essay 
on those writings. And to adopt, instead of this method* 
the plan <if constructing, under the title of a * Life,* alargfe 
work on the basis of mere extracts, long and numerous, from 
Cumberland^ own ' Memoirs,* does Really appear to us one 
of the boldest feats in book-making we have ev^r witnessed J 
arid our wonder at the author's daring is excited afresh, at 
every re*-inspection of his manner of working. 

Perhaps it would ntit have been bad policy to maintain, in 
the execution O r f such a plan, an air of moderate assurance 
and self-complacency, that should aVoid betraying any con- 
sciousness of much amiss in the concern, and of atty heed of 
apologies and deprecations* But surely it is a great aband- 
onment of prudence^ to go quite beyond this moderate 
strain of assumption, and take a high tone of merit, dignity^ 
And independence; to obtrude the author ostentatiously where 
there is rto occasion for his appearing at all } and to assert with 
« kind of indignant effort, my ummpt'acHdbte right to 4edart , 
toy own opihiom, just before, or just after plundering, in full 
daylight, a dozen uninterrupted pages that another man has 
taken the pains to write, It is not exactly amidst such work* 
inanship that egotism would have been expected to display it- 
self: But this weed of literature has the faculty of growing 
on any tbitig We have seldom seen it more flourishing than 
in this work. There is no address employed to keep the im* 
jxortant proud tin out of the way. It eoltaes in full State at the 
bead of each paragraph of dissenting and pronouncing. An4 
1 Vou Vlil * .*•*- * 
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Sometimes art inverted' Johnsonian construction of sentence 
augments *the pomp. Adverting to Miss Seward's Letters, 
flftv M, says, c Of this heterogeneous mass of vanity, pedantry 
2nd virulence, let me take this occasion to give my opinion:* 
lind lest' there should be a danger of forgetting who is giving 
it, the great word returns upon us the times and ways follow- 
ing, whhin the space of half a page. 

« 1 knW not Whether most to cbndemn the egregious egotism of this 
Proceeding, or its folly. / can find pnly one excuse for it, and that is 
the writer's sex.' * In passing from the principle which dictated thii 
compilation to its conclusion, / do not find much to approve. / havfc 
been very thoroughly disgusted with her pertness, her affectation, and hef 
Vitiated style ; and / have been more than disgusted with her rancour to* 
wards the memory of Johnson.* « In what she writes /find neither di£ 
toity of sentiment, novelty of remark, nor acuteness of criticism.* p. 181, 

It is very strartge that the disgust which all authors, in their 
turn, feel at the self-importance betrayed by their brother 
6nd sister performers, should not effectually admonish them 
&11 to be a little suspicious and careful of themselves in this 
particular. And a very moderate portion of this care and sus* 
picion would teach them,. how to construct their, sentences, 
and enounce their opinions, without this perpetual and offen- 
sive prominence of— ^myself— as, the authority, the oracle, 
the Apollo, to be personally recognized and reverently 
thought of, by all the readers and hearers of the sentence 
and the* opinion. 
. The first and best advice to the fraternity on the subject 
would be, to get rid, as fast as possible, of the vanity and self- 
importance itself; as this would be a most valuable moral im* 
proiement, at the same time that it would save them, in the 
exercise of their literary callings, much of the trouble of tak* 
ing care of appearances. But if this is really an exorbitant 
tx\d hopeless requisition, from those of Adam's posterity who 
are born to the splendid inheritance of the quill, the next, and 
an indispensible obligation, is, the exercise of a discreet vigi- 
lance upon the operation of the wonderfully subtle and decep- 
tive power which this same self-importance lias, to infuse itself 
through the whole train of an author's language* Let each of 
the persons whom it is our unwelcome duty to admonish on this 
head, be persuaded at least to make an experiment on the ef? 
feet of this vigilance, maintained through just one sheet of 
composition* Let them observe how many times, within such 
a space, a proposition or a query, which is just ready to come 
•out in the grand style, with the mighty pronoun, representative 
of ME, may,- by the discreet care here recommended, be inter* 
repted^Uiid humbled tiown to a plain impersonal senteucei 
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without losing any thing of its sensfe. True it is', and much t6 
be deplored, as one of the distressed of literature, that one can*> 
not seem to lave a sentence or paragraph, even though one's 
own, half so well, when it has taken this sort of stronger cliaracf 
ter— when it in'no shape contains or reflects ME— ~when it say* 
the thing, rather than makes me say it — when it renounce;* a 
truth in such a kind of way, as if 7, to. whom, [that truth owe* 
its importance, much more than to the fact of its being sl truth* 
were not in existence. Truth is, confessedly, of much Jess 
importance in itself, than in the circumstance that ware its 
exhibitors ; one decisive proof Of which is, that We do not like 
it to be better exhibited by other people than we ourselves can 
exhibit it. It is therefore very mortifying jto be obliged to 
leave out the words expressive of that which forms the grace 
and dignity of the. whole matter; to see a page of dry sense 
(for sense, at least, it is sure to be, in, virtue of the author* even 
while the composition does not repeat in every line that it is hk 
words)— »to see a page of sense spread put in. dry impersonality* 
like cut and withered grass, when the thoughts migbthave brea 
presented in the state of being undetached from their author, 
and growing in all the green and floweiy vitality of egotism, 
Still, if the public, taste is so perverse; if the readers will not 
be persuaded to. take throughout every page of }he book, a 
deep interest about me, whoever I may be, but will universally 
like my composition, all the better for seeming to forget me ; 
what can I in prudence do, but submit to their humour, and 
take my revenge, by secretly becajling them all for fools ? [ 
It is proper to observe, at the same time, that the mere pre- 
vention of the too frequent iptrusion of the personal pronoun, 
though that, unfortunately, is a task, so far surpassing the 
prudence of many of our writers, is hy no means all that is 
required in .order to repress completely, symptoms of self con* 
ceit, and make a writer appear to lose the Very thought of him* 
self in the interest and the labour of his subject. 
- It is not so much in reality as in appearance, that we have 
suspended our proper business in making these slight remarks j 
for the author before us is peccant in no small degree on this 
score of conceit. He begins in a style of great parade in big 
preface, in which, hi a high wroughttone of independence and 
superior virtue, he arraigns and castigates Sir James Bland 
Burgess about a voluntary offer of assistance, in supplying* 
materials for the Life of Cumberland, made by the said Sir 
James, thankfully accepted by Mr. Mudford, (who, however' 
we are to understand, could do very well without it), and wil- 
fully forgotten by Sir James. There is very styutand fierce 

3 Z? 
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lecturing of the knight or baronet; and perhaps if lie hat tbir* 
been made to* know his duty the better all the rest of bis life, 
the other readers may not be discontented to have nine or ten 
pages employed on a matter which might perfectly well hare 
been competently disposed of in the same number of iinea: birt 
•be subject has betrayed the writer into a very unreserved dis- 
play of that self importance, which so often reappears in the 
course of the work 

In' passing along tbe course of Cumberland's life, by the 
*id of his own Memoirs, Mr. Mud ford often stops to take . aa 
occasion of delivering his opinions on some topic suggested by 
Che history ; and it is often done with great formality of style, 
and a good deal in the manner which seems to say -^t be sub*, 
feet is now going to be placed in its proper light once for alt 
We rbirik there u a considerable portion of just observation 
in these essays; though we cannot persuade ourselves they 
tnake afty very important addition to the speculations on mo* 
rals and literature. We cannot do any thing more equitable 
to the writer's ability and manner, than extracting a few pas*. 
$nges from some of ' these occasional portions of disquisition* 
A complimentary letter from Warburton to Cumberland, on 
the appearance of bis first dramatic performance, leads to 
the following observations on the mutual civilities and insin- 
cerity of authors. 

< There are few testimonies less to be depended vpon than those whic^ 
an a*ithor'* friende deRver ; especially when a work is. politely presented, 
and an opinion politely requested. What can be expected but one politely 
given ? Politeness and truth, however, are not inseparable companions. ' It 
cannot be expected, indeed, that a man's lore of integrity will be so para'- 
mount to all other feelings, that he would recompence an author** civility 
who -bad presented him with a copy of his work, by telling him it was 4 
worthless production. There is an allowable evasioo of truth in these 
cases, which all men practise, and all men know to be practised) except 
when they are its objects ; and then it is no longer troth evaded but trutb 
herself. Hence the wide difference between tbe . public sentence upon a 
book, and that which we often find in the letters of eminent judges address^ 
ed tp the authors themselves \ and hence the mutual compliments of literary 
jnen which commonly appear so ludicrous, when divested of those acci* 
Rental circumstances, by which, ' in their first application, they are Fen-* 
dered respectable. 

Cumberland having concluded bis repollective notices of 
Lord Halifax with some expressions of dark intipoation— 
«* what s- mounful retrospection ! I am.not bouud to dwell 
upon it* I turn from it with honror w ~Mr< MucUbrd very justly 
aro&iute : thj & proceed i»g. 
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*I esflftp* heJp->thipW«f: it wouM have been more decowns to have re- 
frained wholly from toochiDg upon his vices* or to have done it more expti r 
CtfJjr thap by dark bints and exclamations of horror. These only serve 
to awaken the imagination without satisfying the reason ; and when coo- 

jecture t* idly excited in its darkest colours* we all know that there is a 
propensity 19 man to push it to extremi 
character by a shrug of the shoulder ; api 

4 smile of sjjgnjficgnt surprise when he ,ts 

tnf the head when another praise^ his inu 

•manifest attack, conducted either by tr 

reasoning* to record the merits of any on 
clarion* to the contrast between those n 
abruptly to quit the discussion as one, toe 
pursued, is the most certain, though nc 
jnake the reader believe all that we wish, 

In common with every man of principle, Cumberland wan 
indignant at the iniquities of anonymous criticism, an avii 
which, as Mr. M. observes, * it is not likely that any remon*- 
strances will diminish'; for, * as long as men can attack secure 
from retaliation^ jbey will Ao it; for the leaven of malignity 
and envy is too intimately corporated with our nature, not U> 
ferment into action when "it rnay be done with impunity,* Mr. 
Cumberland however projected a periodical work, in which 
the rules of assigning the names of the writers should he a se- 
curity against the usual abuses of criticism. And perhaps he 
flattered himself that this bold and ingenuous distinction of 
the London Review, would give it so powerful a rivalry with its 
anonymous contemporaries, as either to compel them to a littlo 
snore decorum, or diminish their popularity. We wit) tran- 
scribe Mr. M. : s observations on the impracticability of conduct- 
ing the work of critical censorship on this ingenuous plan, with,- 
out incurring almost a necessity of deviating frpm strict ho- 
nesty ; while in the anonymous method such a deviation, is £. 
matter of free choice. 

* If we could suppose that the most eminent names in modern Ikeratune 
woofdbe found in the pages of a review, established upon a principle simu 
for to Cumberland's, 1 do not think that any advantage would be gained 
fceyood the abolition of some practices in anonymous criticism which are 
disgraceful to letters, The rigid integrity of a Brutus or a Cato must 
sot be expected. Literary men constitute a sort of fraternity: they ace* 
usually acquainted with each other, or likely to be so ; and the feelings of 
friendship and esteem woult he perpetually clashing with the duties oF the 
critic. Will the man who has dined at my table to day, and partaken of 
my hospitality and kindness* sit down to-morrow, and avowedly endeavour 
to sink my character in the public estimation ? No: unless he would be 
hooted from society he cannot do this ; if he would be received as a meow, 
ber of it he, must conform to its duties j and though the book I hare pub* 
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lished, may te bad, or vicious, or Erroneous, yet tfo'cGtideffiflatkto 6f it 
jpust not come fiubllctu from the hand of lily frietad. "The cause of tound 
literature would therefore be injured by such a scheme, and criticism would 
•ink into a mere interchange of civilities and'cdurtesies. 

* Let it be imagined tfiat such a plan had been projected fifty years ago, 
arid that Johnson, Goldsmith, BurkeV Reynolds, G&rrickt and othV 
eminent men, had consented to lend it the authority of their names, would 
it have been ; possible for^them to exercise their judgements with real im- 
partiality ? I 'can conceive^ that 'they might, perhaps, have 'imitated bthtfr 
critical professors in mercijess severity towards the humble, the obscure 
and the unassuming delinquent, but we should surely have found thert 
sufficiently polite, ceremonious^ and affeble towards each Other. Not 
could it be btherwise, living, as theydid, in splendid intimacy together •: 
and the influence of this feeling would have extended beyond themselves 
and their respecdve productions. It would have taken in the circle of 
each* roan's acquaintance, and embraced, consequently, in jta, k wide cir- 
icoroference, every writer who had risen only to such comparative dis> 
tioction as might entitle' him to their friendship and notice. What then 
would have been their situation ? Between Scylla and CharyWis. If they 
praised, the world would have accused them of adulation ; if they ceu- 
sured, an outcry would have been raised against tjiem for envy and ma- 
lignity. They would not have avoided self-condemnation on the one 
hand, or the world's condemnation on the other. And would they have 
found an adequate teward for such persecution and trial in the pecuniary 
remunerations of a bookseller ? The answer is obyious. They would 
have spurned at the illusion which would mislead them under the guise of 
candour* and honesty, and they would have left to venal and obdurate 
minds what only venal and obdurate minds could perform*' p# 5 70. , j 

The extracts we have made are a fair, and this last we 
think a favourable sp&cirhen, of the quality and style of the 
performance. There are a variety of pertinent moral remarks 
qn faefs, and points of character. Considerable disenminatiaa 
js sometimes shewn in estimating the individual articles in the 
heaped assemblage of Cumberlands's works ; and the general 
estimate of his talents appears to -us on the whole very just 
It is hut an extremely moderate language of admiration that 
Mr. Mudford is any where induced ta express; on many of 
the enumerated literary performances he sets a low value; 
and he (Joes not much spare the faults and weaknesses of Cum- 
berland's character. At the same time, our author* is not to 
be accuse^, vye think, of being in any degree actuated by 
a spirit of malice and detraction,. Credit will be given hint 
for having honestly intended to place the merits of the cha- 
racter and the writings in a correct light. But it will hardly 
be allowed that there was any great necessity for the under- 
taking, <5r that it is here executed with a vigour or an elegance 
adequate to impart an adventitious 'interest tp ^ subject tl&t 
was not very interesting in itself* • 
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, Avery few particulars are communicated concerning the 
fehort portion -of Mr. Cumberland^ life, from the publication 
of the supplement to his Memoirs to his death. His literary, 
toils were exhausting and unremitted, and in so far as 
they were prosecuted as the indispensable means of subsistence 
they canno't be beheld without a pensive feeling. It may 
at the same time be doubted, whether the writer of so many 
successful works, especially as many of them were dramatic 
works, would have been in this situation in the last years of 
hi* life, if the virtue of prudence had not been rather loosely 
held in the former ones. The claim to sympathy arising fr6m 
tbis unkindly state of Ills' later fortunes, will, however, be in- 
stantly supplanted by a much stronger demand on compassion, 
in the mind of a religious reader* when he comes to the 
following passage. , 

'When the project for erectipg a third theatre was vehemently pursued, 
Cumberland lent it the assistance of his name and talents. Most, if not 
all, of the addresses, statements, and advertisements which appeared, wer$ 
by him. He interested himself in the success of the undertaking with 
great ardour ; and was frequently heard to say that he only wished to 
live till its completion, when he could resign his last breath without & 
desire ungratified.' p. 586. r 

, We never had read Cumberland's poem of " Calvary,'? arid 
this short passage made us determine that we never would* 
If any thing had ^een necessary to corroborate the de- 
termination ,'it would have been found jn the two pages of 
vHe and vulgar profaneness* which Mr* M. has* we think very 
properly, extracted from a few of Cumberland*s plays, in 
contradiction to Di*. Vincent's assertion, in his funeral oration 
for Cumberland, that his dramatic writings were of ** strict 
moral tendency." 



Art XVIII. A serious Enquiry into the nature and effects of modem So- 
cinianism; being an answer to the question, Why are you not h 
Socinian? By J. Freeston. price Is. 6d. Longman and Co. 181^. 

'pRE standard treatises on the Socinian controversy are unfortunately too 
high in matter, and coo voluminous in extent, to encounter with effect 
the cheap and plausible tracts which this paity are actively engaged in 
dispersing* It is not a reference to BulKor Magee that can most 
effectually defeat those subtle appeals to tlie popular mind. Their works, 
however excellent, are too learned and recondite. Our adversaries must 
be met on .jheir~ own ground, and the best method, perhaps, of exposing 
the weakness ,and fallacy of their pretensions to be considered as the only 
true expositors of the word of God, will he found in the publication of a 
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succession of pamphlets recapitulating the evidences of (he orth&ctdrf aW 
•fines, and proving the uniform failure, as well as the dangerous tendency 
of all attempts to shake them. This purpose, the present «' serious enquiry*' 
appears most admirably adapted to answer, tt is written with an entire 
disregard of all the common artifices of Composition* It states the points 
in dispute accurately, and meets them fairly and forcibly. 

' In answer to th<£ query, why are you, not a Socinian t Mr. Freestoa 
jives the following reasons* 

* Because the Socinians depreciate the Bible,* 

* Because they appear to idolize human reason? 

< Because they degrade the person and character of Jesus Christ/ 

* Because they regret his expiatory sacrifice* intercession.' 

' Because the important doctrines of regeneration, justification, divine 
influence, &c. are rejected by them as enthusiastic/ 

« Because I cannot se^ in what respects Jesus Christ is, a Saviour, upon 
their scheme, any more than the Apostles were!* 

. * Because Jesus 'Christ is so little the subject of their public preaching, 
in which they so essentially differ from the practice of the Apostles.' 

* Because they appear to lay another foundation for pardon and eternal 
life, than what the scriptures recommend/ 

. * Because 1 find the Church on earth, and the Church in heaven, 
ascribe their salvation to the blood of the Redeemer.' 

1 Because, as far as I am able to judge', the Socinians, in general, are 
move curious, critical, and speculative, than devotional, spiritual, and prat* 
Veal/,- . • • , . 

* Because the Divine Being- appears to withhold the sanction of his 
. blessing from them, in that their ministry is not succeeded to the conversion 

jdf the ungodly/ 

* Because the wisest and best, the most prayerful and holy men, a* 
well as the most learned in all ages of the church, have held very different 
views of Christian doctrines, and rejected theirs as dangerous errors/ 

' Because they who hold evangelical opinions are men after mine own 
heart, whose devotional means, tastes, and habits, are congenial to my 
own/ 

« Because I dare not risk my salvation on the foundation on which they 
hope for eternal fife/ 

' Because, I fear, I should find no rest for the soles of my feet, till X 
|unk into absolute deism, and were finally lost/ 

Uach of these positions ts separately and distinctly arguetf, anduftan«wer» 
hly established* If any of them be weak it is the thirteenth ; a section 
w hich would, perhaps, have been more convincing, if instead of being 
"stated as a specific argument, it had been introduced towards the dose of 
the pamphlet. The paragraph is truly eloquent* but its subject is rather 
a matter of feeling and experience, than of dr^ reasoning. The whole 
composition we warmly recommend* It is fervent Without asperity, and 
firm without dogmatism. Without any affectation of learning or fine 
writing, it ti the genuine effusion of piety and good sense; intelligible to 
the lowest, and capable of being read with interest and advantage by the 
wisest. 
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Ait. ^IX. A N[<nwgrafik <f ih* \fym$b J*igerm#nnU ; containing, a 
rifpured ^figure of evary specie*, with it* hktory and Jeurt/Uion. By 
William Jackson Hooker, F. R. S r and X-& and Member of the 
Werneruro Society of Edinburgh. 4to. No- Z r 7s* 6d. Xpomnaq and 
Co. 1812. .,:-.'.- \ 

IT has been so often remarked that the division of inteflecttra! fabour Cdfr- 
* tributes, in the most effectual way, to the perfection of knowledge, that 
the observation would not have been revived here, but for the very particular 
application which the fact has to the' ; #ork before us\ The coprusion at- 
taching to certain genera in natural history, has been disentangled by nothing 
so successfully as by monographic description. What a funcf oP botanical 
treasure is to be found in Hedwig's Monograph of Mosses, Swartt'sr Or- 
chkhaBjGoodeoough'sCarices, Acharius'sLicheBSj and Tuw*e^s F^cv! Like 
family history, but without its duliiess, it developes the minutiae of character, 
and passes by no individual^ without * recording its distinctive r peculiarities. 
The work we are at present contemplating is one of very great promise, 
and intended to Illustrate ' the getrus jjfhgtrmamita % an" • obscure' family 
in cryptogamic botany, , which has received Ettle attention from 
naturalists, until within these few years. Tfie£ arte a very beaudfcd 
-tribe of vegetable, to those who have eyesight and research enotigfc 
to discover such humble members of the great fatrtity 'ofrrt&ttore; artd 
are rendered not a litde^interesting, from befng the- chief sbtlree of that 
delightful fragrance perceptible after a shower, and at evi&MideV Dillenius, 
to successful in the study of mosses, was the first who undertook to describe 
them. Linnseus understood them very imperfectly, and co-founded kU 
own terms in his descriptions, calling the whole plant a frond, add yet 
describing the constituent parts as stem arid leaves; * la English ©otanV we 
meet with the same confusion ; and besides this, some species are placed 
wrong the Algae, and others among^ the Hepatic*. These objections, 



however, do not apply to the later volumes. 
This work of Mr. 



Hooker's, ifrfro is- known to our readers by Ms 
u Tour in Iceland/' will no doubt throw much fight upon the subject? not 
only from 'the author's accuracy df observation, acutcness of reseatchyand 
fidelity of delineation, but form the prompt assistance he rs receirmg f jonV 
all quarters* This first number contains onryfbur plates, in which are very 
beantifulry f gtrred and coloured, Jnn gn marmta Hutchknna, juLuuh urncm* 
may etjunifttrinay each pkte be^ accompanied by fe**te*-flr ess^-which 
the specific distinction is written in Latin* and a more enlarged Ascription 
sad history in car own. tongue, . The first plate is dedicated to the illus- 
tration of a new species, named in honour of at lady, who cultivates: the 
itady of botany in a rei 
•eldom been surpassed. , 
Jtructureof this plant, w 
authority, thatit was not 
crirainatsd by*I»igbtfoot 
pot correctly described < 
elucidated* Those part 

VOU VIII. > V r r. ■;*!* / ..,,,.• 
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our author agrees with Dr. Smith in calling stem, leaves, and atipula, 
though it cannot be denied that the whole is homogeneous, and, like a pro- 
per frond, decays at the same time. 

We strongly object to the long specific differences which Mr. Hooker 
uses. Linnfcus, we think with great propriety, limited himself, except 
in extraordinary cases, to twelve words ; and though he has left some 
plants indeterminate by confining himself so rigidly to his rule, yet if such 
sesquipedalian descriptions are tolerated as are found here, and in Mr. 
Brown's Prodomus Florcs Nova Hollands*, the very intent of synoptic 
specific differences will be done away. We hope the author will hereafter 
give us an arrangement of the species, with as close a regard to their natural 
affinities as our present imperfect knowledge will enable him. 

■ ..I . - ... - i. . . .. . i * ... ..... 

Art. XX. A Vocabulary in the English, Latin, German, French, Italian, 

Sflanish f and Portuguese Languages* By I. Boardman.lSmo. Longman 

and Co. 1812* 
HTHIS little work contains a useful collection of the more usual terms of 
of common life in these languages. They are placed in parallel 
columns, classed under different heads, and, the English being placed 
first, are arranged in alphabetical order. The greater part are of course 
substantives ; in general, as far as we can form an opinion, judiciously 
chosen, and correctly spelt. We must, however, except the German— 
among which many printing faults occur, and several provincial and obso- 
lete words are introduced; as Sammstag for Sonnabend, (Saturday); 
KuheforKuh, (Cow); Mahnefor Maehne, (Mane); ZcpfieLtuck for 
Halsbandf (Necklace); Sackukr, for Taschenuhr, (Watch); Kaum 
for Karam (Comb); Eudte for Endte, (Duck); Rig for Ey, (Egg,/; 
Ganze for Gans, (Goose); Hakion for Eisvogel, (Halcyon); &c. A 
number of verbs are added, but the other parts of speech, as unessential, 
omitted. It would be needless to say, that travellers, and others who 
require a degree of knowledge of the languages, in question, without 
having time to study them critically, will find this volume of considerable 
value ; or that, in the hands of a judicious teacher, it may be rendered 
considerably subservient to his pupils, — though hardly in so extensive a 
degree, as the author seems to imagine. 

Art. XXI. Instinct displayed, in a Collection of wetl^authentkated Facts, 
exemplifying the extraordinary sagacity of various species of the animal 
creation. By Priscitla Wakefield. 8vo. pp. $20. price 5$. in boards. 
Darton and Harvey. 1811. 

'THIS is a respectable collection of anecdotes, injudiciously blended with 
the insipid details of a slightly constructed story; in the course of 
whfch the instances of instinct are related by different personages as occur* 
ring within their own experience or that of their friends. The tale is per* 
petually and most awkwardly interrupted by the marginal references to the 
unexceptionable authorities quoted in attestation of the extraordinary facts 
which are the proper subject of the work. There are several anecdotes 
in this little volume which have not been much " blown upon; 99 and 
among these, perhaps, we may specify the following. 
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. « Mr. Hervejy is often at the Lodge : he takes pleasure in entertaining us 
with an account of the productions of India, and, as natural history is his 
favourite study, the instincts or sagacity of the animals, are frequent topics ( 
of our conversation. a He agrees with you, in thinking, that many indivi- 
duals of the inferior classes of creation, exhibit' virtuous propensities, that 
render; them strikingly amiable. In support of this theory he told us, that 
as he was one day shooting, under the cubbeei>burr, a species of grove I 
will describe hereafter, he chanced to kill a female monkey, and carried it 
to his tent, which, in a short time, was surrounded by forty or fifty mon- 
keys, who made a great noise, and in a menacing posture, advanced towards 
the door. He took up his fowling-piece and presented, upon which they 
retreated a little, and appeared irresolute ; but one, who, from his age and 
tituation in the van, seemed the head of the troop, stood his ground, chat- 
tering and menacing in a furious manner; nor could any efforts with the 
gun drive him off. He at length came close to the tent door, and finding 
that his threatenings were of no avail, he began a lamentable moaning, and 
by every token of grief and supplication, seemed to beg the body of the 
deceased. After viewing his distress for some time, it was given to him. 
He received it with a tender sorrow, and taking it up in hisyarms, embraced 
it with conjugal affection, and carried it off to his expecting comrades. 
The artless behaviour of this poor animal, so powerfully wrought on Mr. 
Herveyand his companions, that they resolved, in future, never more to 
level a gun at a monkey.* ' pp. 224?, 225. 

« James Sullivan was a native of the county of Cork, and an awkward, 
ignorant .rustic, of the lowest class, generally known by the appellation of 
the Whisperer, and his profession was horse-breaking. The credulity of 
the; vulgar betowed that epithet upon him, from an opinion that he com- 
municated his wishes to the animal by means of a whisper ; and the singu- 
larity of his method gave some colour to this superstitious belief. As tar 
as the sphere of his control extended, the boast of vent, vuft, v$ci> was 
more justly claimed by James Sullivan than by Caesar, or even Bonaparte 
himself! How his art was acquired, or in what it consisted, is likely to 
remain for ever unknown, as he has lately left the world without divulging 
it, His son, who follows the same, occupation, possesses but a small portion 
of the art, having either never learned its true secret, or being incapable of 
putting it in practice. The wonder of his skill consisted in the short time 
requisite to accomplish his design, which was performed in private, and 
without any apparent means of coercion. Every description of horse or eren 
mule, whether previously broke or unhandled, whatever their peculiar vices 
or ill habits might have been, submitted, without show of resistance, to the 
magical influence of his art, and, in the short space of half an hour, became 
gentle and tractable. The effect, though instantaneously produced, was 
generally durable. Though more submissive to him than to others, yet 
they seemed to have acquired a docility unknown before. When sent for 
to tame a vicious beast, he directed the stable, in which he and the object 
of the experiment were placed, to be shut, with orders not to open the door 
until a signal given. After a tite a tite between him and the horse, for 
about half an hour, during which, little or no bustle was heard, the signal 
* On the authority of James Forbes, Esq. 
4A2 
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was made, snd>tinon epeotng the door, the home mis seen tying down, 
and the man by his side, playing fkmiliarly with him, like a child with a 



.•laying \ 
puppy-dog. from that time he was found perfectly willing to submit to 
any discipline, however repugnant to his nature before. I once saw his skill 
tried on a hors^ which could nerer before be fought to stand for a smith 
tb shoe him. The day after Sullivan's half-hour lecture, I went, not with- 
out tome incredulity, to the smith's shop, with many other curious specta- 
tor*, where we were eye-witnesses of the complete success of his art. 
This, to£, had been a troop horse: and it was supposed, not without 
neason; that, after "regimental discipline had failed* no other would be found 
availing. 1 'observed that the animal seemed afraid whenever Sullivan 
either spftke 6r looked at him : how that extraordinary ascendency could 
have been obtained, it is difficult to conjecture. In commoo cases, this 
mysterious ' preparation was unnecessary. He seemed to possess an in- 
stinctive power of inspiring awe, the result, perhaps, of a natural intrepidity,, 
in which, I believe, a great part of his art consisted; though the circum- 
stance of the tSte £ tite shows that, upon particular occasions, something 
must have teen added io it. A faculty like this would, in other hands, 
have made a fortune, and great offers have been made to him for the exer- 
cise of his art abroad* but hunting, and attachment to his native soil, were 
his ruling passions. He lived at home, in the style most agreeable to his 
disposition, and nothing could induce him to quit Duhatiow and the fox- 
hounds*.' 

• *— ^ ■ ' ■ ■ r ... . ■. d . , < i ii i i ' . " ■ 

Art. XXII. A poetical Introduction to the Sttidy of Botany. By Frances 
Arabella Jlowden. Second edition. * Embellished with seven copper- 
plate engravings. l2mo. pp. 2o0. Price 10s. 6d. Longman ana Co. 
1812. 

T?HEU ! Xnothir introduction to the study of botany S^-but by a lady. 
"^ We will therefore endeavour to be as civil as we can* 

The first course contains the crambe reoecta, the smtmromt, which m ge- 
nerallythe principal dish, in this kind of entertainment s garnished with half 
a dozen plates of the old subjects, with litde akeratiosumdless impnoveiaenS. 
The desert consists of poetical descriptions of some of the more remam> 
able plants in the different classes, couched sn lame allegories, but in very 
fluent vene, and interspersed occasionally with a valuable and pleasing 
sentiment. The Darwinian flavour which pervades the whole, so entirely 
disagrees with our palate, that we cannot but regret that so much industry, 
ability, and good sense, should have been so unhappily employed* The 
amJejr diplavs an elegant, cultivated mind ; and might, we are persuaded* 
had she followed the dictates of her better judgement, furnished her 
leaders with a much more satisfactory repast. 

* Rev. Horatio's Townbend's Survey of the County of Cork. This gentleman 
remarks, that though the above facts appear almost incredible, (bey are nevertheless 
indubitably true, and he was an eye-witness of their truth. ?• 438.' 
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Art. XXIII. Iht Or*ior 9 «r Ebgaut Etorack m Prt* and Putty; for tf* 
iwe of Schools and Academies. To which is prefixed a Dissertation on 
Oratorical Delivery; with an Appendix By James Chapman, 
Tea cher of Elocution. 2 vols. 12rao. price 6s. Vcrnor, and Co. 
1811. 

T^TE have examined these volumes sufficiently, to be able to commend 
them to public notice. The selections are made with considerable 
judgement and taste, and present a pleasing variety. Several pieces have 
been inserted, which ought certainly to be excluded, as neither elegant 
nor interesting. Other dictates than those of correct taste or refined 
feeling, admitted amongst ' Poetry such a pitiful article as the one pre* 
sumptuously styled an " Eulogium on Sir John Moore" It is a tissue of 
bombastic, unintelligible nonsense. Mr. Chapman's introductory ' Dis» 
tertation* proves his intimate knowledge of his subject, and cannot fail to 
be useful to the youthful reader. He commonly expresses himself well, 
but should avoid giving to his sentences so marked a rhetorical structure. 
The appended * outlines' are amusing enough, and merit inspection* 

Art. XXIV. Agnes, the Indian Captive. A Poem in four cantos. Witfc 
other Poems. By the Rev. John Mitfbrd, A. B. 12mo. pp. 200. 
Longman and Co. 1811. 

AS for as mere versification is concerned, this poem is a tolerably sue- 
cessful imitation of Messrs. Scott and Sonthey. This is not a very 
laudatory character; but in the present instance it is the highest we aw 
able to afford,— though, at the same time, we have so doubt Mr. Mitfoix} 
is capable of better doings, and on this account regret that lie has so 
servilely trodden in the footsteps of others instead of aspiring to the credk 
of original composition. With respect to the tale which forms the body 
of the volume, it is exceedingly inartificial and uninteresting ; told with a 
vexatious indistinctness, and communicating scarcely the slightest degree 
of pathos by its melancholy catastrophe. The smaller poems at the end, 
consisting of two odes and ten sonnets, are considerably better. We give 
the following aa an example. 

« There came a beauteous image to my mind, 

That absent never since that hour has been ; 

Nor have I from that blessed moment seen 
Aught else, to nature's works of glory blind. 
Mild was the look to me it wore, and kind 

The thoughts that from those eyes of lustre fell; 

Here then, as in a temple, it shall dwell 
In sanctity, and far from human kind. 
All other thoughts I now have put away. 

All that my years of youth were wont to cheer ; 
The labour that I loved; the mind's free play; 

And toil that seemed half sportive, half severe ; 
These shall farewell for ever, so I may 

Hold that within my heart so loved and dear. ' 
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Art. XXV. Thefirst Rudiments of English Grammar, applicable to all Lan- 
guages; comprised in Twelve Elemental? Lessons. Particularly cal- 

x culated for the Instruction of Children, and adapted to the Abbe* Gaul- 
tier's Method* of Teaching. With Analytical Tables; By D. St. 
Quintin, M. A. 12mo. Longman and Co. 1812. 

XjU E are well convinced, that royal roads to learning will be sought in 
vain; and class the professors who offer to teach the languages, 
afts and sciences, in twelve lessons, in die same rank with the manufactu- 
rers of " solar tinctures " and " infallible remedies ; " perfectly assured that 
such as consult the former to cure their ignorance, will meet with as much 
relief as those who expect the restoration of bodily health, from a use of 
the pills and potions ofthe latter. Yet, while we discredit these quackeries 
in the art of teaching, and obstinately maintain that, in order to know the 
whole, every part must be learnt, we would by no means be understood to 
imply, that it is not possible, by judicious or injudicious methpd, to render 
the acquisition of elementary knowledge easy or difficult, agreeable or dis- 
gusting. As with the turnpike roads of our country, so with the roads to 
science: our forefathers, preserving the vertical plane, proceeded, over 
rocks and hills, along what they esteemed the shortest course ; their suc- 
cessors wind round the bases of the eminences, and attain the aim in view, 
though by a circuitous route, in less time. 

The little volume, before us points out an agreeable footpath to the 
of grammar, which may spare the young beginner much fatigue. To 
leave our figure : The plan of this little work pleases us; if well ap- 
plied, it must prove a very useful preparation for the usual school routine 
of grammar, which, for want of a proper explanation of terms (owing 
either to the indolence or ignorance ofthe teacher), often becomes as use- 
less a series of parrot -lessons, as the dynasties of the Chains of Tartary. 
It will, by slow degrees, such as children can surmount, accustom them to 
think ; and though it may not lead them far, will lead them well. More, 
after all, depends upon the mother, governess, or teacher, possessing a suf- 
ficient degree of sense for her situation, than on the manner or arrangement 
of the elementary books of instruction. A sabre may be able, in the hand 
of one person, to decapitate an ox at a blow, while, wielded by another, it 
can hardly serve to cut a cabbage. 



FoaFiGN Literature. 

Art. XXVI. Australia, &c. Australia, or the Austral Lands considered, 
with regard to their Soil, Population and Productions, &c. By A. G. 
de Zimmerman. Vol. I. large 8vo. With a Map of the South Sta. 
Hamburgh. 

A USTR ALIA is the name givem to that almost innumerable collection 
of Islands, which have been discovered in the Great Pacific Ocean or 
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South Sea. In Order to convey a more dittirict notion of them, tbey are 
divided by the author of the work before ua , into several zones. The first 
be considers as extending from the SO to the 10° north latitude : the se- 
cond from 10° N. to the equator : the third from the equator to lat. 12. 
south : the fourth from lat. 12° S. to lat. 30° : the fifth and last includes 
New Zealand^ New Holland and the other more southern Islands. 

The author commences bis work with a survey of the vast mass of wa- 
ters of which this Great Ocean is composed,— treating separately of its 
appellation, limits* extent, formation, and divisions. He then proceeds 
to mark the principal periods at which the various parts of this Great Sea 
were visited or explored by Europeans ; and concludes with reporting the 
most important voyages of discovery, as to their main incidents, especially 
those of the earlier navigators. 

A second volume is expected speedily, which will complete the work. 



Art. XXVII. 'epmhz * Aono* &c. Hermes the Instructed; or Notices 
on the Language and Literature of Modern Greece ; for the year 181.1. 

'THIS is the first volume of a periodical work, conducted at Vienna, by 
the Archimandrite Anthimos Gazi ; a writer who has heretofore dis* 
tinguised himself as an able scholar, in his " History of Greek literature 
down to the period of the taking of Constantinople by the Turks ;" and by a 
Greek vocabulary, extending to 4 vols. 4to. He is a native of Meliae in 
Thessaly. 

The undertaking before us is certainly an arduous one, and must involve 
the hazard of a considerable capital. In fact, the funds indispensable to 
the execution of the plan were long sought for in vain ; till a society, 
formed at Bucharest by Ignatios, the Metropolitan of Walachia, (called 
the Philological Society) took the learned Grecian under their patronage, 
and engaged to defray the expences of his labours. Each of the Greek 
schools in Europe and in Asia receives one copy gratis ; and a sheet is 
published every fortnight. The plan comprehends litterary information 
on the sciences and arts— reasearches respecting the Hellenistic, language, 
and the analogy remarked between words and phrases of modern, com- 
pared with ancient Greek— and notices of new works in modern Greek, 
and of other languages which have any reference to Greek literature. Ar- 
chaiology, geography, history, economy, &c, are also included. 

From an article intitled " A Memoir on the Establishment of Philoso- 
phic Schools," we learn that public schools for the instruction of youth, 
are established at Bucharest, at Constantinople, at Cydonissa in Ionia, at 
Mount Atho8, and in many other principal towns of Greece. In the 
ichool at Bucharest are taught, in modern Greek — the mathematics, ex- 
perimental philosophy, chemistry, drawing, metaphysics, logic, ethics, 
natural history, geography, rhetoric, poetry, history, archaiology, the 
ancient Greek tongue, Latin, French, German, and Russian.— The 
number of professors in the school at Smyrna is seven ; that of pupils is 
one hundred and fifty. The number of ordinary members belonging to 
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the " Philological Society 1 ' at Bucharest is eighteen, to which most be 
added ten corresponding memoes** mostly at Vienna* 

Among the works announced, is a literal paraphrase of of Homer,. 2 
tola. 8vo. the manuscript of which was found in the library pf Alexander 
Mauracordat, who died at Constantinople, It i* written on parchment; 
and appears to date in the 12th century. 



Art. XXVIII. Archie far At'mtische Litoratur, &c Archives of the Li- 
terature, History, and Languages of Asia, published by J. Klaproth, by 
order of the Academy of St. Petersburgh. Tom* I. 4 so* pp. 22*. 
With PJates and Woodcuta. 

''PHIS work deserves notice on account of the difficulty both of main- 
taining intercouse with, and procuring intelligence from, those remote 
districts of Asia, to which the major part of the articles contained in it relate. 
Concerning these districts M. Klaproth has here collected $ number of 
valuable documents, the principal materials of Which be obtained during 
a long residence on the frontiers of China ; and afterwards, during his tra- 
vel* to, and about Mount Caucasus, in 1807, and 1808* 

In the first memoir, he institutes a parallel between the principal written 
characters of Asia. These he compares with German writing. The en- 
gravings annexed, represent the principal lines of the Turkish, Persian, 
Arabic, Nantcbew, Chinese and Georgian styles of writing. The cha- 
racters of each language are added, with their accents. The second me- 
moir relates to 'the languages of Caucasus', which the author divides into 
four principal branches she dialect of the Andres ; the Katx,i~Chumuk $ 
the dialect of the Akutxhes ; and that spoken in the territory of Kura, in 
southern Daghestan ; of fins last, little is known, but from conjecture. 
In the third memoir the author investigates the otig'm of the Afghans* 
and this, by comparing the words and phrases of their language with 
those of the Zend and Pahlavi, the Curds, &c. he inclines to derive 
from Media; and supposes that they inhabited the mountains which 
extend themselves between Persia, Hindostaa, and Bactriana. The 
fourth memoir is intitled Babar Nd'ehmeii^ or " the Book of Coun- 
cil/* It written in the Turco-tartaria* language ; and consists of a narra- 
tion by Sultan Babar> who founded the Mogul Empire in Hiadoetan, in 
the beginning of the XVIth Century, of his warlike achievements. Only 
the description of Ferghana, ta here translated. Sir George Staunton's 
Treatise on Vaccination, written in Chinese forms the fifth memoir, 
^he author also presents us with some historical fragments on the coun- 
tries, and languages a£ Ava and Pegu, with a vocabulary of the Bornana 
tongue,— ns also of the language of the islands Luu Kicm* situated be- 
tween Japan and the island of Formosa. The volume coaqludee with 
* Observations on the Frontiers, between Russia and China," made, during 
a Journey in those parts in 1806. 

The second volume of this work is expected shortly. We should supr 
yose that sem^of the articles would amply renay the labour of translating 
them. 
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Art. XXIX SELECT LITERARY INFORMATION. 



%* Gentlemen and Publishers who have works in tht press, will oblige thi 
Conductors of the Eclectic RtTiEW, by sending information (postpaid) 
of the subject^ extent, and probable price of such works ; which they may 
.depend upon being communicated to the public f if consistent with its plan. 



Sir Humphry Davy will publish early 
in November, " Elements of Agricul- 
tural Chemistry," iri a <*ourse of lectures 
delivered before the Board of Agriculture, 
—illustrated f ith plates, engraved by 
Lowrje. ' 

Meisrs. LoOgmai and Co., have near- 
ly ready for publication, the' Reports, 
' Estimates, arid Treatises, embracing the 
several subjects of Canals, Kavte able 
Rivers, Harbours, Piers, Bridges, Drain* 
fog, Embanking, Lighthouses, Machi- 
aeryof various De«cnptidns; including 
Kre Engines, Mills; &c. &e. with other 
Miscellaneous Papers ; drawn up in the. 
Course of his Employment as a Civil 
Engineer. By the late Mr. John 
5meaton,F.R.s. Illustrated with plates/ 
engraved by Lowrie, printed chiefly 
ftbm hte ma n a scripts, under the direction 
ef a Select Committed of CWl Eogi- 
JKers, in three volumes, quarto. 

The Autlw>r of the u Mental Teles* 
fcope/'has made considerable progress 
fa a tale designed for youth, and to be' 
entitled t% Rose aud Emily, or Sketches- 
ef Youth. * 

1*r. Batem-ro has been engaged for 
some tioie past, in preparing for publi- 
eatioo a short Treatise on the Diseases 
of tbe Skin, according to the lucid ar- 
rangement devised by the" late Dr. 
vMan ; which is? calculated to teach 
accuracy in the discrimination of the 
appearances of eruptive disorders, and 
to render the language, ii> this depart- 
ment of medicine, clear and definite. 
Fnxu a loo- connection with the, same 
public institution with Dr. Willan, and- 
from direct personal communication on 
these topic*» Qr* Bateman will be 
enabled to include in his Synopsis, a 
View of the unfini>hei parts of the clas- 
sjlfcatkai, as' 'wfel as i£ those already 
before the public. 

Jb* Collect oa.ot above Six Hundred 
Hehmis, d«*s frn* d as a Supplement to 
Jhr Wat***-, fcnd selected by the Rev. 
Edward MT< learns, and the Rev. James 
Bodeu, wh'Ch has been for some time 

Voj-. Vill. 4 B 



out of print, is again at press, and will 
be republished in tbe course of a month. 
* Mr. Frey has in the press his H: brew 
and English Grammar; and a Diction- 
ary in two parts; the first containing all 
tbe primitives and derivatives in the He* 
brew aud Chaldaic languages, with a 
Latin and English translation ; and the 
Second, the principal words in Latin and 
English, with a Hebrew translation. 

At press, a Lexicon of the New Tea-* 
tameut. This work is principally in* 
tended for the use of schools, and is 
consequently less extensive 'than Park- 
hurst's Lexicon* though compiled on a 
somewhat similar plant The various 
literal and metaphorical significations of 
every word used by the sacred writers 
are given in English: difficult expres- 
sions and phrases are concisely eluci- 
dated, and those variations of the verb 
Or noun* which could occasion any dif- 
ficulty to the young student are insert- 
ed and referred to their schemes. 
' The Rev, Robert Walpole has in the 
press, an Essay on the misrepresenta- 
tions, ignorance, and plagiarism of cer* 
tain infidel writers. ' 

The Rev. Dr. James Brown has in the 
press, a Historical and Political Expla- 
nation of the Book of Revelation, in- 
tended to show that it is an allegorical 
representation of tile miserable govern* 
ments of the wo* Id, and their final ex- 
tinction in the reign of the Redeemer. 

A Critical Acceunt of the Life, Cha- 
racter and Discourses bf Mr. Alexander 
Morus, the celebrated preacher and pre- ' 
feasor in Geneva and Holland, and af- 
terwards minister of Charentonin Prance, 
is preparing ; in which the attack made 
upon him by Milionwill.be particularly 
considered. Some of the select sermons 
of Morus, now first translated 6y a mi- 
nister :i Scotland, will be subjoined, the 
whole forming a small octavo volume. 

Mr. Jackson is printing at Oxford a 
Grammar of the JEolo- Doric or Modem 
Greek tongue, vulgarly called the Ro- 
in which the peculiarities of the' 
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JEolo-Dorie will be traced to the respec- 
tive dialects of which the modem Greek 
is composed. 

The Rev. E. Valpy, of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, *as iu *ba press 4 
Jfreeiv TjejBtameat, with Griesbacb's 
Text, in two- volumes octavo* l£ will 
contain copioos notes from Hardy, £a« 
phel, Kypfee, $<&1euBt>er* Rosenmttllcr, 
&c. in familiar Latin ; together with pa- 
tnUel passage* from *he classics, and 
with References to Vigerus for Idioms 
and Bob lor EAbpses* A few copies will 
he printed .on forge paper. 

In tht ewes*, a new edition of Wood'a 
Alfeenm Gjuieiefiees, combining the 
te¥ft» of the two former editions, with 
eottsfdorabW additions* 

Speedily will lie jMthlisbe^, in fr small 
octavo volume* a Trajislaftion of the 
I#t»ri and UaJian, poems of Milton, by 
J* & fifeuftt, Esq. . 

Mr. Tt-oasas Myers, of the Royai 
Military Academy, Woolwich, baa 
nearly ready for publipatioa, a com* 
pendious System of Modem Geography, 
historical, physical, political, and 4es- 
crjptiwe, wtiW nates aed snaps ^ adapted 
to* the higher classes of pupils nude* 
Mb public and private tuition. 

At pre?^ Hobertsoo/sCambridge La-»> 
tin phrase*, considerably icttpreveoV •***' 
adapted to the general purposes of 
schools. . 

' A new (greek Delectus, on the plan 
of Dr* Valpy>s Latin Delectus, is in fire* 
paretion. -..._. 

Considerations on the Life and Death 
of Abet, Enoch, and &otb, a small post- 
humous work by the late Bishop Hproe, 
will sbwUy be published. 

A. new edition of the Collection of 
Tracts, published by a Society for the 
Reformation, of, Principles, under the 
title of The Scholar- armed agaaast the 
Error* of the Time, is in the press. 

A new edition of Blair's Grave, and 
o4her poems, as collected by Dr, Ander* 
sen* with a preface, and accompanied 



by engravings, is in the press. 

The Rev. Win. Bete has completed' 
the sixth volume of his Anecdotes of 
Literature, and it will shortly appear. 

The Biographical Peerage of the* 
United kingdom, vol. 4, containing Ire- 
land, is nearly ready for publication ' 

T»e History and Antiquities of the 
■ County of Lincoln fro about to be illus- 
trated by publishing a translation of the 
Chronicle of Iqgulphusy abbot of Groy- 
land •* with biographical, historical an4 
descriptive notes, accompanied by csx 
graved vjews, portraits, &c. 

Speedily will be published, , in three 
volumes crown octavo, embellished witb 
an elegant portrait, the complete Works 
of Thomas Qtway, with* new Life, *n£ 
Notes critical and explanatory. By 
Thomas Thornton, E^q. A few.eepte* 
wiH be printed •■ large paper. 

Mr. John Malcolm has in the press % 
work on the sulgect of Persia* which* 
will extend to three Jarge volumes fe» 
quart*. 

Sir James Mackintosh, during his rev 
aidemce in tiindoostaa* has compiled a> 
History of £agland, sfnee tfc Revolw* 
Hon, i«tes»dedtesefvea?;a9ontiquatiQi» 
ef Hume's Jiietory. l\, is expected to 
form .four quarto volomes, pnd report 
says that be b»s bee* offered eevecej 
thousand pounds for tb* copyright 

The Rev. Qeorge Crabbed volwno of 
Tales is expected to make its appearaBow 
very speedily* 

The Poetical Register, volume the so* 
ventb, for 1 80ft and *W# will appear 
early in August. , . 

Jn a few days wilt be published the 
Widower, » poem, mse^ea parts. « 

The Memoirs of the Margravine of 
Bareuth, the ravourite sister of ?re<*#> . 
rick the OrCaV will appear in a few 4ay*» 
Their authenticity is, we are informed^ 
unquestionable, as ibey have been pub~ 

lishedfromtheojigina f r>CS.inthf4iMm4n . 
writing of tB^Mr'meas* 
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AGRICUL'rURIt ANp RURAL ECONOMY, 

-Sylva; or a Discourse of Forest 
Tsees, Ice By John Every*, Esq. 
ft B. S. WiUi Motes, by K Uuptor* 



M, D. F. R. & L. «t % 4th, Editifcts, . 
& vols. 4to. with a memoir of tfce a*** 
thor. y 
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YoxftieT<)toervatidns ,ctf the pfetent 
State of Agriculture in the Southern 
Fart* of Ireland) fee. By R. Trim* 
-mer, 4s. * ■ i 

Memoirs of the Caledonian HorticuU 
<toral Society. No. I. to be continuell 
quarterly, 8vo. 9s. 

An Essay on the Utility of Soap Ashes 
asm Manure, is. 

AMTIftOrriBS. 

The Border Antiquities of Eugland 
And Scotland delineated'*: comprising 
specimens - of the Avcbkecture, Sculp- 
ture, and other Vestiges of former Ages, 
from the earliest times to the Union of 
the Tiro Crowns-:, accompanied frith des- 
criptive Sketches, Biographical Be- 
Wrks, &c Tbe engravings by Mi\ 
John Graff , from original paintings by 
Arnold, A. R. A. Nasmyth, and Clen- 
nell. *4to. Part f. ft&s. 6d. large paper 

Prout*s Relics of Antiquity, or Re- 
Mains of Ancient Sculpture in Great 
$ritaie, with descriptive sketches, Ato» 
31. 10s. imperial 4to. 41. 4s. 

Norris's Etchings of Tenby : includ- 
ing many aucient Edifices which .have 
$eeo destroyed. 4to. II. Us.oU 



Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, by • 
Ifeary Redhead Yorke, Esq. embellished 
with an elegant engraving of Sir Cloudea- 
Jey Shovel, from the -Original in the 
Hampton Court Collection. Vol'. IL 12s. 
■fine, 18s. 

Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth 
Century: coinprismg Biographical Me- 
moirs of Wilham Bowser, Printer, F.9.A. 
and many of bis learned Friends: an 
incidental view of the progress and ad- 
vancement of Literature in tms Jtrt^- 
donr during the last Century, and bio- 
graphicar anecdotes of a' considerable 
number- of eminent writers and inge- 
nious artists- By John Nlchofs, F. S. A. 
in 6 vols. 8vo. with portraits, 61. 4$. 
^boards. A copious Index is printing, 
and wilt be delivered in a separate vo- 
lume, without any farther charge, to the 
purchasers of the wort. 

SfeTeet Remains -of the fate Rev. Ebe- 
nexer White,, <ef Chester, to which ape 
prefixed Memoirs of his Life and Ex- 
tracts from his Correspondence, by Jo- 
seph Fletcher, A. M. with a preface by 
the Rev. W. B. Collyer, D. D. small 
fvo. 5s. Cd. 

Memoirs of the Public Life of John 



as* 



HorneTookty Esq. By W. H. Raid. 
ISmo. 5s. . 

The Life and Administration of the 
Bight .Hon. Spencer Perceval. By 
Charles Verulam Williams. 6>. boards. 

Memoirs of the Life and Administra- 
tion of Cardura! Wolsey. By John Gait 
4to. 

Ta* General Biographical {Dictionary, 
•new edition, revised and enlarged. By 
Atex. Chalmers,^ S- A. V?fc. L & IL 
Price L2s. each boards. 

BOtofctf. 
Monograph of tlteBi4tis1i Jtihgerman- 
«j«. By W. J. Hooker, F. R. S. L L. S. 
No. II. 4to. *7s. 6d. or fhlio l&s. - 

CHEMISTRY. 

' TheModerwttermesiorE^peviments 
and Observations on different methods 
-of combining quick-silver With aetds, 
in supplement of aatietat chemistry ou 
•mercury. By Robert Scott, Esq*- Svq. 
5s. 

Murray's <J.TR.8. E.) Sapplottent 
to the sicoad edition of faia System? of 
Chemistry. Bvo. 4s. sewed. 

Elements' of Chemistry, by Sir Horn- 
,phry Bavy. F. R. S &c. fcc.tok 1, 18s. 

'ClASflCAL t ITERATE RE. 

Classical and Biblical Recreations, 
containing a Commentary, critical ami 
explanatory, on th«* Germany of Tacitus, 
Remarks on the H'rppoktus and the 
Prometheus, Strictures on' the editions 
of Professor Monk and Mr. Btomtitto : 
an application of the Doctrine ef the 
•Association of Ideas to the Ifltwtratian 
of the Classical Writers : Observations 
on the Byssns and €he Series, as well as 
the Oriental Ethiopia and the Indi-co- 
tevati of the Ancients, Sue wkh a great 
variety of ether classical matter, and 
much Biblical' Criticism. . By E; H. 
Barker, Esq. Trinity College* Cam- 
bridge; Vol. I.<8a<6d.' 

The Ckssicai Joornarfor June, No* K. 
**<$. 6s. 

•coatafifaca* 

A General View of the* Coai Trade 
«f Scotland, chieiy that of the River 
^ofth and MitHothiaw. By J. Bato, 
8vo. 6s. 

The Laws of Trade and Commerce : 
designed as a book of reference in- mer- 
cantile transactions. Dedicated to Alex- 
. qnder Baring, Esq. M. P.* By John 
Williams, Esq. 8vo. 14$. boards. 
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• General Thoughts contained in a Let- 
ter on the Subject of the Renewal of the 
■flast India Company's Charter, 1 2s. -6d. 
*. Hints for an Answer to the -Letter of 
the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the East India Company, to the Right 
•flon. Robert Dundas, dated l'3th Jan. 
1809. Price 2s. 6d. 

Correspondence and Proceedings in 
the Negotiation for a Keuewal of the 
Bast -India Company's Charter, Svo. 
Is. 6d. 

SDVCATIOgr. 

Hymns for Infant Minds. By -the 
Authors of Original Poems for Infant 
Miuds, Rhymes fo« the Nursery, $pc. 
.5th edition, price Is. 6d. neatly half- 
bound. 

Juliette: or the Triumph of 'Mental 
Endowments over Bodily Defects. In 
French, 5s. sewed. 

> The Child's Sunday Book* in Twelve 
progressive Lessons, with the Syllables 
carefully divided. By a Lady. Is. 

First Rudiments of General Grammar, 
applicable to all Languages. By A. St. 
Quint in. 13mo. 3s, 6d. 

Jones's Latin and English Vocabulary, 
60- simple", yet philosophical principles, 
for the use of Schools. 12mo. 4s. 

Select Subjects from Sacred History, 
,in familiar language, for children, with 
96 cuts. , 4s. half bound. 

history. ' 

The Edinburgh Annual Register, Vol. 
III. for 1810. 2 Vols. 11.4s. boards. 

A Narrative of the most Interesting 
Events in Modern Irish History, from 
original manuscripts and scarce tracts. 
©y the Rev. Charles O'Couor, D, D. 

The History of the Waldenses, con- 
nected with a Sketch of the Christian 
-Church, from the Birth of Christ to the 
end of the 17th Century. By W. Jones, 
8vo. 10s. » ' 

Narrative of *iie ^Campaigns *& the 
Loyal Lusitaniai Legion, under Briga- 
dier General Sir Robert Wilson, Aide- 
de-Camp to his Majesty, and Knight of 
the Order of Maria Theresa, and of the 
Tower,and Sword.: with >ome Account 
/>f -the Military Operations in. Spain and 
Portugal, during the Years )fiQ9 t 181,0, 
and 1811. 8vo. $s, 

••» 

JUEJSPIUJBENCE. 

.Origin^Progress, and present State of 
the Bankrupt Laws, both inEnyland and 
Ireland. By W. Christian. 8vo. Vol. 

4U ;i»«- ■ 



A Brief' View of the Writ ne Eifeat 
Regno; with practical Remarks upon rt 
to an .equitable process. .. By Job* 
Beames, Esq. of Lincoln's-Inn, Barris- 
ter at Law, Translator of Glanville, 
&c. 5s. 

A Treatise on Summary Proceeding* 
under the Law of Excise and Customs ; 
applicable also to summary proceedings 
in general before magistrates. By Da- 
niel Howard, Boh* citor. "10s. 

MATHEMATICS. 

* An Elementary Treatise en Plane As- 
tronomy. By Robert Woodhouae, A. M, 
F. R S.. 8?o* 15s. flne paper II. 
- Eidometria, Local,. ViatOrial, and 
Mltary; for Inaccessible*, also (Co- 
rollary) Perspective. By M.. Keatinge, 
folio, 18s. together, separately 6s* 

,' 

MEDICINE AND CttlRURGERY. 

A Description of the Arterks of the 
Hitman Body. By John Barclay, M. D. 
Lecturer on Anatomy aud Surgery. 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians, and of the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh. 12mo. 7s. 

Principles of Physiological and Phy- 
sical Science, comprehending the Ends 
for which Animated Bejngs were cre- 
ated. JJy W. Saumarez, Esq. 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

Cases of Apoplexy and Lethargy* 
with Observations upon the Comatose 
Disease. By W. Cheyne, 8vo. 8s,* 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Oby Serlgwick : or Country Convert- ■ 
sations. 3y Ep*ilop. 12mo. - 3s» 6cL 
^ewed. 

A Key to the 4rt of Ringing, witn. 
considerable additions; being the re*» 
.suit of many years study, diligent ap- 
plication, and constant practice.* By 
.William Joues, John Reeves, and Tho* 
maa Biackmqre. 12 mo. 7s. 

The Royal Pedigree of His Majesty 
George the jhird, from Egbert, first, 
sole monarch ot England, Compiled i>y 
Jt, yVewitzer. J5s. 

Observations on the Choice of a 
School; submitted to the attention of 
parents, with ,a view to assist them in 
forming a judgment on that important 
subject. By the Rey, C. Lloyd, LL. J). 
post 8vo. 5s. 

letters to a Youpg pissenter on the 
general principles of Noncopformity ; 
containing' brief and candid Remarks on 
those rjtes apd ceremonies in" tha 



Digitized by 



Google 



List qf WoYks recently published. 



163 



Church of England, which appear - ob • 
jectionableto^he Dissenters of the pre* 
tent day. - $j4he Rev. T. Urummonct- 

12BB0, ts. , . 

Cottage Sketches ; or active Retire- 
ment By \Ue Author of an Antidote 
to the Miseries of Human Life, Talents 
improved, &e. 2 vols. 12 mo, 9s. bds. 

Frey's Hebrew Bible, Part V. 5s. 3d. 
common, royal 7s. 6d. 

The British Review and London Cri- , 
tical Journal, No. \L for June, <?s.' 

The Christian Spectator ; or religious 
Sketches from real Life. By the* Rev.' 
W. Wilton, M. A. second edition, 14nio» 
is. 6d. boards. 

Speeches of the late Right Hon. Wil- 
liam Windham, with a Biographical 
Preface, chiefly relating to the events 
of his political life. By Thomas Amyot, 
Esq, 3 vols. 8vo. 

Dr. Rees's New Cyclopedia, VoL 
XXI. Part II. formiug Part XLIL 
with an additional Part of Plates. 

The Treatise on Human Nature, and 
that on Liberty and Necessity, with a 
supplement. By Thomas Hobbes. & 
new edition. To which is prefixed, an 
Account of his Life and Writings, by 
the Editor, Philip Mallet, 12mo. 12s* 

Three Dissertations on the pernicious 
effects of Gaming, on Duelling, and on 
Suicide. First published in 1783, 1784. 
1785, by appointment, as having gamed 
in the University of Cambridge, the 
three prizes of an anonymous donor. 
By Richard Hey, LL. D, Revised and 
corrected by the author ia; 1811, than 
Tel low of Magdalen College, formerly 
fellow of Sidney Sussex College* Oc- 
tavo, 6s. 

Geographical, Commercial, and Po- 
litical Essays, including, besides Re- 
marks on Humboldt's Travels, and other 
similar publications, a statistic account 
of Ragusa, and of La Plata, some cu? 
rious details relative to the civilization^ 
policy and commerce of the Russians, 
with the principal exports and imports 
from Archangel, and the price of goods 
in different -years', as published at St. 
Petersburghj fragments for a future 
history of New South Wales; some in- 
teresting • particulars upon the United 
States, &c. founded upon the commu- 
nications of respectable traveller^ and 
merchants. 8s. 66. 

Clavis Calendaria ; or a compendious 
Analysis of the Calendar; illustrated by 
ecclesiastical, historical and classical 



anecdotes. By John Brady. 2 vols. 8vo* 
Al. 5s. 

The Protests of the Hon. W. f E^ 
phinstoile, James Pattison, Esq. James 
Daniel I, Esq. Robert Thornton, Esq* 
John Huddlestone, Esq. J. A. Banerman, 
Esq. Directors of the East India Com- 
pany, against the continuance of Sir 
George Barlow in the government of 
Madras ; read at a Court of Directors 
held on Wednesday, the 7th of August. 
1811, 2s. 6d. \' ' 

Temper: or Domestic Scenes. ' A 
Tale, by Mrs. 0£ie.' Three vols, l2inb. 
II. Is.. f ' " "" 

Self-Indulgence; a Tale, of the Nine- 
teenth Century. 2 vols. t2mo,* i2"a fc 

Playfair's Geography, Vol. IV. 4to. 
31.2S. 

Grey*s Memoria Technical new edii 
tion, 12 mo. 6s. boards. 

MAToaAL philosophy* " 

Tracts, Philosophical and Mechanical. 
By John Whitehurst, F.R,S. with a* 
portrait, and four folio plates. 4t0. 9s. 

ORIENTAL LITERATURE. 

Prem Segur; or the History of the 
Hindoo Deity, Sree Krishu, contained 
in the tenth chapter of Sree Bubaguvut 
of Vyasttdcvu $ translated into Hiuduvee 
from the Brij. B, has ha of Chutoorh 
Hooj Mirr. By Shree Lulloo Lai Kub, 
B, hasha Moonshee, in the College of 
Fort William. Calcutta printed 1810, 
4to.41. - ' 

Rajnecte; or Tales exhibiting the 
Moral Doctrines, and the Civil iud Mili- 
tary Policy of the Hindoos; translated 
from the .Original Sanscrit of Narayun 
Pundit, into Brij B, hasha. By Sbree 
Lolloo Lai Kub, B, hasha Moonshee, 
in the College of Fort William. Cal- 
cutta printed 1809. royal 8\o. 11. 10s. 
* The New Cyclopcedia Hindoostance? 
of Wit, containing} a choice collection 
pf humorous stories in the Persian and 
Nagree Characters ; to which is added a 
Vocabulary of the principal words in 
Hindoostanee and English. By Shree* 
Lulloo Lai Kub, B, hasha Moonshee, ir* 
the College of Fort William. Calcutta 
printed 1810. royal 8vo. 21. 

Prabod'h Cljandro' Daya : or the 
Moon of Intellect; an allegorical 
Draff) a. And Atma .Bod'b; or the 
Knowledge of Spirit. Translated front* 
the Sanscrit and Praerit. By J, Taylor, 
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M* D. Member of the Asiatic Society^ 
and of the Literary Society, Bombay. 
8vo.3t.tf. 

Borai Staicss: translations from the 
'Fopnlar Literature of the Chinese. By 
jibe Rev. Robert Morrison, Protectant 
Atis&tomry at Canton. *vo. 3s. 

PUiXOiOGY, 

* " Exercises on the Syntax, anfl Obser- 
vations on some peculiar Idioms of the 
-Greek Language. Bjf George Dunbar, 
Professor of Greek in jthe University 
of Edinburgh. 8vo. *7s. 6d. , 

A Hebrew-English Lexicon. By the 
Bev. W*. H. Bankes. $vo. 10s. 6d. 

Btymologicoo Universale; or Uni- 
versal Etyniol6gicaI Dictionary. By 
Walter Whiter^ A. M. 2 vqls*4to. 41. 4s. 

Vfoetrt. 

The CiatftV Caitoewayt a fbem. By 
W. H. Druuunond, D.D. fcvo. 12s. 
• Poetics ; or a Series of Poems and 
Disquisitions on Poetry. By George 
Dyer. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 1 4s. 

Domestic Affection, and other Poems. 
By J. Browne. 12mo. 7s. 
. Miscetleueoes Pbems. ByT.CUAck- 
land, A. B. of St. John* College, Cat** 
bridge, 10s* 6d\ 

Mado* a Ptom. Ay Robert Soatbfeft 
third edition* 2 vols. 16s. 

POlITiCI AHP BOMTiCAI, XCOHOM*. 

The Speech of Henry Brougham* 
Esq. M. Pf in the House of Commons, 
on. Tuesday, the l6rh of June, 181& 
upon the present state, of Commerce 
and Manufactures: from a report taken 
in short hand. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
' Reflections upon the Debate on Mr* 
Wortley's last motidu upouthe: Influence 
Of the Household, and a Refutation of 
the Calumnies against Lords Grey and 
Qrenviile. Is. 

A Letter to the Right Hon. George 
Canning, on his motion in favour of 
Catholic Emancipatibn. 8yo. 2s. GcL 

An Essay on Money and Paper Cur* 
rency. By R. Torreus, Esq. Major 
Commandant of the Royal Marine BaU 
taiion at AnholU 8vo. 8s. 

Three Messages from the President of 
tiie IThited States, to Congress, $ow* 
181 1.- 5s. 

Cursory Reflections oo Political ana 
Commercial Topics. Bjr John GaJt, 
Author of Voyages and Travels, &c. 
As. 6dY 



Ah Essay tending to shew the fo#- 
poliey of the Laws of Usury. By 
Andrew Gteen, LL. B. tta. Is. 

Essays on the Principles of Political 
Philosophy, designed to illustrate and 
establish Che civil and refigTous right* 
of Man 5 chiefly in reference to the pre- 
eent state of the British Empire. By 
Thomas-ftechi 8vo. 12s. * 

Observations on the expediency of 
Ship-building at Bombay, for the service 
of- his Majesty ^and of the East India 
Company. By William TaytarMoney # 
Esq; Late Superintendent of the Marine 
at Bombay. With x fine portrait- of 
Jamsetjee Boroanjee. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Twelve Letters, addressed to the late, 
flight Hon. Spencer Pepoeval, containing 
a view of the present magnitude of tire 
British £tavy; the Royal EstabKshmenta 
for its Equipment and Reception ; the 
Policy of the Measures about to tre 
adapted for supplying the evident de*- 
fecte- in the present Anchorage, and 
Royal Dock Yards. By James Man- 
dersou, Esq'. Captain in the Royal Navy. 
*s. 6d. 

A Refutatien or* M.M. de Mont- 
gailiard's Display of the Situation of 
tireat Brita in in- the year 1811. By Snr 
.John Jervis White Jervis, Bart. 2s. 6d. 

Remarks on a Bill' for the Amendment 
of Parish' Registers. By R. Lucas. 9s. 6dL 

Substance of a Btt* respecting Parish 
Registers, with Remarks. By W. Hay. 
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Further Observatioas on the I ncreaeo 
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Peter Richard Hoare, Esq. 2s.oM. 
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Language, Author, and Object By John 
Mason Good, F.R.S. Member Am* Phil. 
Soc ; and F.L.S* of Philadelphia, $vo. 
16s, 

. An Essay tin the Authenticity of the 
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Fifteen additional Sermons. By Sa- 
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Append!** in reply to Mr. Betsftam's 
Review of the Controversy. By the 
Bev. H. Horsley, A.M. Prebendary of 
St Asaph, and late Student of Christ's 
Charon, Oxon. 

Sermons and Tracts. By the late 
Bev. Thomas Clark, A.M. Prebendary 
of Hereford. 8vo. 6s. 

A Sermon, dedicated to the Memory 
of the Bight Hon. Spencer Perceval, 
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assassinated in his way to the House of 
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Wilts. Svq, Is. 

A Discourse occasioned by the Death 
of Maxwell Garthshore, M.D. F.R.S. 
F.A.S. &c. with Notes, Biographical, 
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George Greig. 8vo. 2s. { 

The True Glory of a Christian Church, 
t Sermon preached before the Monthly 
association of Congregational Churches. 
By J. F. Barker. Is 6d. 

Faith founded on Reason, being a 
Summary of Christian Doctrines extract- 
ed from Bisjion Pearson on the Creed. 



To which is ndded a Creed of Christian 
Evidences. By the Bishop of St Day 
vW's. Is. 

An Appeal to the Gospel, or an En- 
quiry into the Justice of the Charge 
alleged by Methodists and other Objec- 
tors, that the Gospel is not preached by 
the National Clergy; in a Series of 
Discourses delivered before the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, in the year 1812, at the> 
lecture founded by the late Rev. J, 
Bampton, M.A. By Richard Mant, 
M.A. Vicar of Great Coggeshatt, Essex.' 
8vo. 12s. 

A Sermon preached at Calcutta, on 
belialf of 900,060 Christians in India, 
who want the Bible. By the Rev. J. 
Martyn. 2s. 

A GoHation of an Indian Copy of the 
ttebrew Pentateuch, collected by the, 
Rev. C. 'Buchanan, D.D. By Mr. Yates;' 
4to.9s.6d. 

Sermons on Important Subjects. By 
Owen Manning, B.D. late Prebendary 
of Lincoln, Ac. 2 tots. 8vo. 16s. 
• Evans's Practical Discourses concern- 
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Prosperity, an address delivered at 
Salem Chapel, Lynn. - By Thomas- 
Finch. Ss. -* ■ 

Scriptural Christianity Recommended. 
A Sermon preached at Lynn. By Thomas 
Finch. 

The Doctrine of New Jerusalem, res- 
pecting our Lord, translated from the 
original Latin, printed at Amsterdam 
in 1763, demy 8vo. 6s. royal 8vo, 12s. 

Liturgy ; or a full Developement and 
Explanation of the Faith, Moral Doc* 
trine, and Sacred Rites of the Catholic 
Church, in the form of a Common 
Prayer Book. By the Rev. Peter Gan- 
dolphy, Author of the Defence . of 
Ancient Faith. 4s. 

Holy Biography; or the Saints Ca- 
lendar ; with a short account of the 
Moveable Feasts and Fasts observed in 
the Church of England. In Question 
and Answer. Intended for the use and 
instruction of young persons, both in 
public and private Education. By a 
Clergyman of the Established Church. 
12mo. 3s. and a small edition for distri- 
bution, price 2s, or 22s. a dozen. 

A present to the Jews, and to Free* 
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Occasional Considerations on various 
passages of. Scripture. By the Author 
of Sunday Reflectious. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

A Sermon, as preached at the Parish 
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on Sunday, February 16, and at St. 
James's Church, on Sunday, March 1,, 
1812. By the Rev. James Hook* LL.D. 
F^.A. To which is prefixed, the Cor- . 
respondence whicji. has taken place be- 
tween Earl Grey and the Author upon, 
the subject of the Sermon. Svo. 2s. 

Joy in Heaven, a Sermon preached 
before the Governors of the London 
Female Penitentiary, at the Parish.. 
Church of St. AnthoJin's, Watling 
Street, on Friday, May 8, IS12. being » 
their Fifth Anniversary. . By the Rev. , 
Thomas Scott, Rector of Aston Sand ford, 
Bocks. 8vo. Is. 
' Devout Meditations, from the Chris-; 
tian Oratory : By the Rev. Benjamin 
Bennet ; with an Introduction ou Retired 
Devotion in general. Abridged and 
pewly arranged in four parts, with Me- 
moirs of the Author. By S. Palmer. 
12ao. is. 
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Art. I. A Historical Tour through Pembrokeshire. By Richard Fentoa, 
Esq. J\ A. S. 4to. pp. 587. Appendix pp. 75. Price 41. 4a. Long- 
man and Co, 

gOME books — if we may be permitted to use so familiar a 
simile — resemble a warehouse, well stored with goods, but 
offering few attractions to entice the customers, and fewer 
accommodations for the mere lounger; while others, like some 
of our retail shops, exhibit an imposing shew of articles, taste- 
fully arranged in the window, and on the counter, to tempt 
even those who need not purchase, and to amuse such as 
cannot. It is hardly necessary to add, that county histories 
generally belong to the former, and books of travels as fre- 
quently to the latter. In the present history of Pembroke- 
shire, Mr. Fenton has endeavoured, and we think with con- 
siderable success, to combine the characteristics of both 
classes. The geographer, the antiquary, and the genealogist 
will not be disappointed when they seek for those articles 
which they are accustomed to collect from similar perfor- 
mances;' and the fire-side traveller, whose taste is not so 
heightened, as to require hair-breadth escapes, of chivalrous 
adventures on every trip, will find a very considerable 
share of rational amusement in our author's company. The 
County of Pembroke, remote from any cities of primary im- 
portance, distinguished by no particular manufactures, af- 
fording no opportunities tor the rapid acquisition of wealth, 
and eclipsed in natural beauty by other provinces of the 
principality ; possesses but few attractions either for the man 
of commerce or the traveller. It is therefore no wonder that 
it needs a description ; — such as take the trouble to read Mr. 
Fenton's will also own that it deserves one. 

At a period of civilization in Britain when peisonal security 
and the enjoyment of property, depended upon individual 
prudence and precautions, more than on the equally dis- 
Vcl.VIII. 4C 
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pensed protection afforded by effective laws; this part of 
Wales (Maintained a strenuous independence by means of 
its numerous population. The wealth of its inhabitants al- 
lured plunderers; but at that time, when plunderers seized 
on a territory, it was not merely to deprive their opponents 
of k, but to «njoy it themselves; and thus what was lost in 
battle, was made good by colonies of the conquerors. Even 
after the subjugation of th6 ' principality, the Flemings, who 
were transported thither as a scourge to the natives, added fresh 
numbers to the whole, and probably increased their prosperity. 
But slow decay succeeded this period. Trade dwindled away; 
.the towns were deserted; permission to pull down one castle 
after an other was obtained from the crown; the deserted 
mansions of the land owners fell into ruins, and in several 
place* even the burial grounds of the former inhabitants 
were violated by the ploughshare. The love of ancestry is 
inherent in the character of the Welsh almost to a fault, and 
the child soon makes the enquiry:' "where did my, fore* 
fathers dwell, where do their bones repose ?" Yet so great is 
the number of extinct families, that the country is strewed 
with untenanted dwellings, and dilapidated castles, whose 
owners and origin are as unknown as the worshippers at the 
cromlechs, and logan stones around them, and the churches 
adorned with tombs and effigies of as uncertain import, as the 
unhallowed tumuli beneath which the heroes of a,n earlier age 
are forgotten. . % 

Such was the state of Pembrokeshire during a period in 
which Manchester, Liverpool, and their attendant manufac- 
tures roserrom nothing to their present gigantic magnitude, 
and such it remained even towards the close of the last cent 
tury. But now a brighter period appears to open upon this 
of late declining county. The symptoms — perhaps the 
causes— that the tide of prosperity has again begun to flow, 
are indeed principally confined to the infant town of Milford, 
and the communication established between that place, the 
metropolis, and the sister island. These may perhaps be 
esteemed slight ; but we have had an opportunity of witnessing 
the change produced in an interval or twenty years, and esti- 

1 can unite our hopes with those 

oration of its former importance* 

ected that with a returning growth 

antient habitations will be re-occu- 

is of a camp and the moat of a 

iger necessary to secure the safety 

of the inhabitants ; and instead of situations rendered almost 

inaccessible by morasses, or precipices, those which afford 

th« readiest opportunity of access will be chosen by a race 
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whose strength, whose riches, and whose happiness depend 
on society and intercourse. Pembrokeshire will therefore, 
probably, long present the singular contrast of rising villages 
rod towi>s, enlarging with the growth of its new population; 
an<jl deserted ruins, the exuviae of one that is no more. 
• It 19 Evident that, to elucidate the scenery and history of 
such a country much more is requisite than the cursory ob- 
servations of a traveller ; and we must confess that we should 

task undertaken by one who 

lis readers nothing but dry 

I chronologies, mr. Fen ton 

d with his subject. Being 

is predilection for it is un- 

he language of a traveller, 

ry or real is of no great im* 

pottance, we suspect them to be a mixture of both) he is 

enabled, in an interesting manner, to convey information, 

which, however valuable, would in almost any other— have 

tired our patience! 

The work would have been rendered more valuable and 
complete if a table of the papulation had been added in the 
appendix. 

Leaving. Fishguard, the place of his habitation, Mr. Fenton 
in his first " Iter" pursues the north-western coast of the 
promontory, towards St. David's. At^the distance of a few 
miles from the former place, he notices Lanwnda, which will 
long be memorable to the inhabitants of this, county as the 
scene of alarm and of exultation. The newspapers of the 
day gave ample and detailed accounts of the invasion alluded 
to, but were equally assiduous in propagating misrepresen- 
tations of various kinds, among which a story of a regiment 
of Welsh amazons, or old women, who were mistaken for 
such on account of their red cloaks, makes a very distin- 
guished figure. Our readers will be glad to see au account 
of the occurrence, frpm the pen of an impartial eye wit- 
ness, " whose retired habits precluded him from a share in 
the council or the field, and who therefore had leisure 
calmly to attend to all that was passing." 

< On Tuesday the 20th of February, 1797> the finest day. ever -remenv 
bered at such a season . when all nature, earth, and ocean, wore an air rf 
unusual serenity, three large vessels were discovered standing in from the 
Channel, and nearing the rocky coast of Lanwnda, which the inhabitants 
at first imagined to be Liverpool merchantmen becalmed, and coming to 
an anchor to wait the return of the tide, or a brisker gale ; but on their 
approaching much nearer than it was usual, or might be deemed safe for 
vessels of dial size, a most serious alarm was excited ; an alarm that war 
considerably increased when boats were seen putting off from their sides 

4C 3 
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foil of men, followed by others manned alike, in such rapid succession, at 
to leave no doubt of their being an enemy, which, late in the evening, was 
confirmed by their having begun to disembark, a service that was not 
completed till midnight; by which time their casks of ammunition, heavy 
as tbey were, were rolled up an almost precipitous steep, grown ghssy by 
the dryness of the weather. This was a task apparently so Herculean, as 
almost to exceed credibility ; and what I question much, all circum- 
stances considered, if greater powers, in a better cause, would not hate 
hesitated to attempt* 

' The night being remarkably dark, it was impossible to ascertain their 
numbers ; fear, and the love ot the marvellous, magnifying their hundreds 
into thousands, an uncertain source of horror to which the report «• Virea 
aquirens euni!o" of every courier passing from the scene of their landing, 
to disseminate the intelligence through Fishguard, in no small degree 
contributed. The inhabitants more immediately within the reach of the 
ferocious invaders for the most part deserted their houses, and took refuge 
in the rocks and thick furze, not too far off to admit of their casting a 
melancholy eye through the gloom toward their dwelling, which they 
feared they should never return to, or expected every minute to see 
wrapped in flames. 

< The town of Fishguard and its vicinity, though a little farther off. 
yet caught the general panic ; and after many useless conferences and 
discussions, (the inhabitants} were able to effect nothing mor? than the 
removal of their wives, children, and most valuable articles for greater 
security into the interior. 

« In the meantime, the blood-hounds were no sooner at leisure than they 
fastened t6 satiate their hunger, which, from the vast toil they had under- 
gone, and their scanty allowance of provision for some days, was become 
voracious. The fields were selected for the purpose of cookery, and the 
operations were carried on upon an immense scale. Not a fowl was left 
alive, and the geese were literally boiled in butter. They then pro* 
ceeded to plunder, and give a loose to every brutal excess that pampered 
and inflamed appetites could prompt them to ; but; the veil of night was 
kindly drawn over their execrable orgies, disgraceful to nature, ana which 
humanity shudders to imagine. But what less could have been expected 
from wretches commissioned (as it afterwards appeared from the instruc- 
tions taken on board one of the frigates that conveyed them to our shores) 
to confound and desolate. 

' Gluttony was followed by intoxication: and here the finger of 
heaven was manifestly visible ; tor, in consequence of a wreck of wine a 
lew days before on that coast, there was not a cottage but supplied a cask 
of it ; the intemperate use of which produced a frenzy that raised the men 
above the controul of discipline, and sunk many of the officers below the 
powers to command ; and to this principally, in gratitude to the Divme 
feeing, may be ascribed the so happy termination of a business that 
seemed to menace a much more distressing catastrophe. For certain it 
is, had they availed themselves of the first moments of alarm, debate and 
indecision, the ravage without much hazard to themselves, they might- 
have committed is incalculable. Fishguard, a place totally incompetent 
to oppose such a force, with all its wealth, its shipping shut up at that 
time bcnepped hi her harbour, was in sight, and might have become aiv 
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etsy prey : nay all the country, even to the opulent town of Haverford- 
west, might have felt the force df their arms befcre they could have 
ieceived any material check. 

* But sensual indulgence into which they instantly plunged, had ener- 
vated and rendered them unfit for service; the spirit of obedience was 
extinguished; and. every attempt to rekindle it and restore order, only 
served to increase that licentiousness which actual correction ripened into 
mutin y: a symptom no sooner discovered by the French general, than he, 
like a discreet pilot, who, when he finds the vessel will not answer the 
helm* her leak too increasing, takes the first opportunity, without consult- 
ing the dissatisfied crew, to run her ashore, late on Wednesday evening 
proposed a surrender, by us accepted as 'absolute and unconditional ; and 
by the French soldiery beginning to awake from their delirium, and 
capable of reflecting on the flattering advantages they had lost, acceded 
to, with a sort of sulky submission to the imperiousness of the terms.'— 
pp. 10, 13. 

The hill to the west of this place presents numerous druid- 
ical remains — for by this name our author very properly 
continues to distinguish those immense specimens of the use- 
less application of vast power, the origin of which is, and 
probably will remain, buried in obscurity. The principal are, 
a rocking stone of about five ton weight, which seems remark- 
ably wen poised, " yielding to the pressure of the little 
finger,'* and three cromlechs, one erect and two overturned. 
The rocks in the vicinity exhibit interesting marks of the 
operations of the workmen who raised these monuments, and 
consisfaccording to our author of a green serpentine. Basaltic 
columns are also found at the headland of Penainglas, and at 
Fishguard. 

A little further appear what our author conceives to be 
relics of the antient town of Trfif Culhwch, an immense 
quantity of loose stones scattered over the declivity of the 
hill, with attendant cromlechs; indeed every step of his pro- 
gress discovers ruins of one kind or other, intrenchments, 
tumuli, cistvaens, &c. to which he devotes the attention 
which they merit. We must pass these without further notice, 
in order to make room for some of his observations on the 
history Ty Ddewi, or St. David's, once the metropolitan see of 
all Wales,* and the resort of pilgrims from every quarter, now 
a memento to the fortuitous traveller, bow low the mighty, may 
fall. 

It seems that the Romans were acquainted with this part of 
Wales, Richard of Cirencester's seventh iter terminating at 
Menapia, whence " per m. p. xxx navigas in Hyberniam," 
clearty provipgr TVjehapia to have been in this neighbourhood, 
tbpugti Mr. Fenton suspects that its site is now Tost beneath 
the $a. rid of thfe barrows. Our author seems to have been par- 
tlcutariy Wccessful in tracing the Roman road leading in thfs 
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.direction erroneously called the Via Flaq^nca by several 
authors, and detected in 1805 the station Ad Vigesiiniim 
CfaUely supposed to be Narberth)^ in the direct line betwefeu 
Caermarthen and St, David's, from his description it appears 
to have been &n earthwork like the Fines of Ptolemy, another 
Roman station in Northumberland between Bremenium (now 
Rochester) arid Melrose, the situatiori of which was also un- 
known, tilt accidentally discovered in tbe midst of unfre- 
quented moors, about the end of the last century*. - 
. Menapia being the birth place of Carausius, Mr. Benton 
gives us a short sketch' of his life, in which fre is anxious, with 
Dr. Stukely, to place the character of this usurper in the most 
favourable light. 

The origin of New Menapia, or St. David's, is>bid in obscu- 
rity, but there appears to have been a religious establishment 
there, founded by St. Patrick previous to his, exploits in Ire- 
land. St. David was bprniq the year 460, bo ilt a monastery 
in the V«UIis Rosin a where the present cathedral stands, ^conci- 
liated the favour of the Reguius of the district, ind exerted 
bis eloquence with so much energy against the Pelag&h 
heresy, that he was exalted to the see of Caerlleoti which iyafe 
transferred to St. Davids. Seven suffragan bishops, (vJz.) 
Worcester, Hereford, Laridaff, Bangor, St. Asaph, ,Lla&ba- 
darn, and Margam, were subject to this see.' Twenty-six of 
its bishops had not only the title but the full power of arch- 
bishops, till Sampson, in the time, of a pestilence, carried the 
archiepiscopal pall and its dignity to Dole in Brittany'.' 'His 
successors however retained the power though not the' name 
of archbishops till Bernhard, the forty-seyenth, was obliged 
to submit himself to Canterbury. 'In the list of its bishops it 
has to boast of one saint, three lord high treasurers, one lord 

1>rivy seal, one chancellor of Oxford, 'one chancellor of Eng- 
and, and in the person of Ferrar one greater than all^-a 
martyr.' 

The episcopal palace, cloisters, and cathedral appear, from 
what remains of them, to have been as suitable 'to, the dignity 
of the place as tbe state of tbe arts, when they were built, 
would allow. The latter, which was rebuilt in 11&), though 
not admitting a comparison with the sublime specimens of 
ecclesiastical architecture in England, is an extensive and 
noble structure, and the food loft is described by Mr. Fenton 
as the most perfect example of this part of an ancient cathedral 
now left. It will be readily supposed, that monumental anti- 
quities are not wanting here?, though rather curious on Account 
of their remote date, and the characters they commemorate, 
than as works of art or ornaments of the building which con- 
tains them ; nor will such as are fond of studying t^e qi^nda,- 
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city and creduKtv of human nature, in legendary fables, be 
without ample subject in the annals of this place and its for- 
mer inhabitants. Mr. Fenton pays doe attention to each, but 
our limits prevent us from even giving an extract out of 'his * 
collection. 

T* he Island of Ramsey, on the coast, was once decorated' by ■ 
two chapels; one sacred to Devanus, the other to Justinian, or 
Gymmydog; and had even a corn mijl. The site of the an- 1 
cient Cemetery, as appears from several stone coffins, is h&& 
partly occupied by the farm-house ; and numbers of sheep, find; 
a rich pasturage orer the mouldering bones of the wise arid j 
brave. The rocks called the Bishop and his Clerks are #nly> 
remarkable for the dangers which they occasion to navigators ; ; 
or, as George Owen quaintly observes, " the deadly doctrine 
which tfiey preach to their 'winter audience ;" though he com-* 
mends them, " that they keepe residence better than the rest 1 
of the canons of that see are wont to do." 

The tirst '* Iter" concludes with some account of the light- 
house on the Smalls, erected in 1775. It appears td be a Tan- 
thorn, elevdted oh eight wooden pillars, and containing accom- 
modations for three light-keepers, whose adventures and suf* 
ferings much fesemble those recorded in Smeaton's Account 
of the Eddystone Light-house. The situation is however now 
looked upon as a healthy and comfortable retreat 

In his second " Iter 99 ' Mr. Fenton pursues his course from St. 
David's, along the coast to Milford, and thence across the conn**' 
try to Haverfordwest. In this excursion be p^irts the whole 
extent of Bride's Bay, formerly much infested by Danish pi* 
rates* as appears from various works, partly thrown up by them, 
as places of temporary residence* partly planned to defend die 
natives against their inroads.' It appears, from the stumps of 
trees occasionally exposed at low water, particularly when the 
sand has been removed by a storm, and from the track of a 
road, which was discovered id 1795, running parallel with the 
Old Welch Way\ (probably originally a Romad road from Me- 
napia to Dale; that considerable tracts of land have been swal- 
lowed up by the sea in this wide bay ; but wbether to the ex- 
tent, and at so- recent a date, as we have heard the inhabitants 
affirm, seems very doubtful. Roche Castle* at some distance 
from the shore, in a pleasant situation, affords an interesting 
object, though of no great magnitude, and in a state of ex* 
treme decay* having been abandoned for several centuries. 
The top of the Plumstone Mountain, which overlooks the sur- 
rounding country to a great extent, presents relics of a re- 
moter antiquity, in three rocking stones, and a cromlech, be- > 
tides several circles of stones, and a large tpumlus. . 
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Passing spine sni^ll villages, wjthancient churches, pqr f tour- 
ist regains the coast at Broadhaven, qf late a favourite bath- 
ing-place for the neighbouring gentry ; a, circumstance tbat 
has contributed to the recent increase of the adjoining village 
of Littlehaven, which is gradually becoming a place of some , 
trade. The coast is romantic and bold, particularly near the 
great cave, which Mr. Fenton, to our surprise, passes by un- 
noticed; and the beacfyj at low water, of very great extent, . 
and perfectly secure. Dale, bn Mil ford -haven, is known in 
history as the place where the Earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry the Seventh, landed with reinforcements from France ; 
but of the chapel said to have been erected by him, in grati- 
tude to Heaven for his safe arrival, no trace remains. At no 
great distance, on St. Ann's Point, two light-houses have been 
erected, and opened in the year 1800, to facilitate the entrance 
into the haven. Skomar and Skokbam are islands oh the coast, 
principally occupied by rabbits, though also containing arable 
and pasture land. St. Bride's old mansion and church, the 
village of Herbrandston, and the ruins of Pill Priory, afford 
antiquarian gleanings and sad remembrances of days that are 
no more. Mr. Fenton gladly left them, ' emerging to a scene , 
widely different, <o enjoy the meridian blaze of mental day, by 
contemplating in a new community the social system; the 
happy result of a constitution nicely balanced, laws impar- 
tially administered, and religion diffusive of universal charity, 
whose every feature bespeaks her divine origin.' 

* The creation of the new town of Milford, opposite to the finest an- 
chorage in that spacious harbour, called Man of War Road, i» an impor- 
tant epoch in the history of this county, not only on its own account, but 
as it connects itself with so many advantages, resulting already, and likely 
to result, from it : such as mail coaches, giving expedition to conveyance 
and intelligence of every sort ; packets, facilitating communication with 
the sister kingdom ; commerce, opening an acquaintance with the remotest 
parts of the globe and their produce, and enabling us at home to settle the 
value of a blessing bestowed on this strangely overlooked county, in the 
haven of Milford— -and for this Pembrokeshire is indebted to the exertions 
of Mr. GrevihV p. 182. 

The first idea of these improvements seems to have origi- 
nated in Mr. Greville's mind, when he happened to visit tue . 
spot, with his uncle, Sir William Hamilton, lord of the manors 
of Hubberstone and Pill, in the year 1784. In 1790 an act of 
parliament was obtained, "enabling Sir William Hamilton, 
his heirs and assigns, to set out legal quays, establish markets, 
make docks at the east and west limits of Pill farms, in the. 
parish of Stainton; to make roads and avenue? to the same, 
and to regulate the police of the said p6rt and rockets, and 
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thereby enable the mails to go regularly to Waterford from 
•Milford." The execution of this plan fell to the care of Mr. 
Greville, aided by such funds as Sir William Hamilton though* 
proper to allot to its execution. 

* A capital inn, or large hotel, suggested itself as the first thing neces- 
sary; and was immediately erected, to accommodate the mail coaches 
and packets, whose passengers supplied it with customers* A town was 
then planned, and the ground laid out in regular allotments, which were 
eagerly applied for and built on, so that in very few years, such was its' 
progressive enlargement, that something more than the skeletons of streets 
met the eye, where now some handsome public and private buildings occur, 
and the whole begins to assume an air of neatness and consequence : in- 
creasing population begot a market, and an accession of trade a custom* 
house.' p[f. 183, 18*. 

With the permission of the Trinity-Hbuse ? lights have been 
erected, according to Captain Huddavt's plans, whereby ves- 
sels may enter the harbour at all times in safety. A dock-yard 
-has been established, in which, under Mr. Barallier's superin- 
tendance, several ships of war have been built. The southern 
whale-fishery, notwithstanding the discouraging influence of 
the present regulations and bounties, has been carried on from 
Milford with success ; particularly by an American family, the 
Starbucks : our author, however, doubts whether it can conti- 
nue. A« observatory has been fitted up, under the direction 
of Mr. Firmtnger ; and batteriek to defend the works have 
been erected. 

- * The town is laid out according to a regular plan, and is to consist of s 
sl certain number of streets, from east to we6t, parallel to each other, to be 
intersected by others at right angles ; and all the houses already built have 
a reference to it. There are, three lines of street already begun to be 
built on, andare filling very fast. The church placed at the extremity of 
the lower row of houses, open to the haven, with reference to its present 
extent, is supposed to mark the centre of the intended length of the town ; 
but not a house is yet built to the eastward of it. It is a handsome build* 
ing, consisting of a nave and chancel, with a vaulted roof, groined, and 
side-aisles separated from the nave by two rows of columns. The chancel 
is ornamented with painted glass, as are the other windows, in the most 
appropriate manner. There is a neat gallery, containing a new and well- 
proportioned organ with barrels. The intended baptismal font was a vase 
of red porphyry, brought from Egypt by the learned Dr Pocock; near 
which the truck of the mainmast of the L'Orient, of one hundred and 
twenty guns, that bore the French admiral's flag at the batde of the Nile, 
and was sawed off after she blew up, by Sir Samuel Hood, is placed, as a 
memorial of the First of August. . . . Some people having been heard to 
throw out objections to the use of an Egyptian vase (which* for aught that 
can be known, might have ministred to prorane rites) for admitting infants 
into the church of Christ, an elegant vase of Derbyshire marble, to serve as 
the baptismal font, is se* up, exactly opposite to the objectionable potv. 
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phyry, which 16 tb cont&ue in its place, as a cenotaph lo Lprd Nelson. • 
The consecration took place on Friday the 14th of October, 1806; and 
the chapel has been liberally endowed by the founder, and is about to be. 
augmented by Queen Anne's bounty.' pp. 138, 189. 

*' The old Chapel is now converted into a powder-magazine, 
though the greater part is in ruins. A mail coach arrives, by 
fray of Bristol, every day ; and five packets are established, to 
keep up the communication with Waterford. 

Takingfthe road by Stainton, and R6s Market, once a con- 
siderable town, but now a wrenched village, Mr. Fenton arrives 
at Haverfordwest, the first town of the county, if population be 
considered, and probably a principal colony of the Flemings, 
whose possessions were called " Little England beyond Wales," 
an appellation not yet wholly forgotten by the inhabitants. 

* Here, 9 says our author, ' at the extreme limits of the province, said to 
have been particularly assigned to them, may naturally be expected some 
account of the settlement of the Flemings, and here I had proposed to in- 
troduce it : flattering myself that, to furnish the history of that event, I 
should not have wanted ample documents ; but when I came to search for 
them, I found the materials so scanty, as to be compressed in the compass 
of a dozen lines, that neither William of Malmesbury, Florence of Wor- 
cester, Camden, nor the Welch Chronicle, were able to dilate into more, 
or essentially vary ; the substance of which is briefly this : « Henry the 
-First, as well as William his father, out of respect to his queen. Maud, 
who was daughter of Baldwin, Earl of Flanders, having admitted' into 
England a great number of Flemings, who, by the inundations in their 
own country, were compelled to seek new habitations, and whom others 
followed, in such swarms, as to become burthensome and dangerous to the 
nation, was induced to remove them from the north of England, the place 
of their first footing, to a part of Pembrokeshire, already taken possession 
of by the Normans, under Arnulph de Montgomery, about Pembroke, 
Tenby, 4rid Roos, where they could not fail to prove a formidable acces* 
sion to the power already employed to harass and subdue the Welsh." 

'. This is all the meagre record we hare left of this* transaction, in grosr : 
we have nothing in detail, either as to the manner of their arrival, the nature 
of their settlement, or the number and quality of their leaders, pp. 201, 



If we are not mistaken, trapes of the aborigines of these co- 
fonists are still discoverable in the district called Cleveland, i& 
Yorkshire, the inhabitants of which are very distinct in dialect, 
manners, and features, from their neighbours; and, if our ir*- 
formation be correct,, pretty closely resemble the English of 
$outh Wales. 

The town of Haverfordwest was formerly fortified, and de- 
fended by a strong castle, of which little more than the keep 
•remains ; and this is now converted into a county gaol ; a prac- 
tice which Mr. Fenton recommends,, as it wbuid tend to pre- 
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serve the ruins of our antient buildings, and furnish places of 
confinement at a small ex pence We apprehend, however, 
that a Howard would be by no means satisfied with the prison 
in question. It is not without horror that we recollect the man- 
ner in which, when we visited it, debtors, felons, aftd; lunatics, 
were assembled within its walls. A far different impression 
was produced by its counterpart, the new town gaol, which 
appeared to possess every ^requisite that could be desired ; . and 
was not the I ess pleasing; from being then occupied by only a 
single delinquents We notice it thus particularly, from having 
perceived that it is omitted in a recent work on the prisons of 
the kingdom. 

i The town contains three churches ; and at the commence- 
ment of the marshes below it are the ruins of a priory of black 
canons, founded by Robert de Hwlfordd, first lord of Havers 
fordwest, which forai an interesting and beautiful object in the 
prospect from the public walk on the brow of the hill, called 
there u the Parade." The trade is, unfortunately, very im 
considerable, owing, in part, to the rapid rising of Mil ford: 
This, however, will probably be only a temporary depression*; 
and, at no far distant, period, manufactures which have been 
attempted without success, may flourish under the advantages 
which the situation undoubtedly presents* The suburb of 
Pre«derg^st, and the adjacent village of Haroldstooe, have 
little to attract the noticeof the traveller. 

Mr. Feoton, in his third " Iter" is occupied with the objects 
on the banks of the river descending towards Mdford-ba- 
ven : 'the first, of any importance, is Bullston, onfee ft large 
mansion. 

' It waajbacked with extensive woods, some veterans of noble growth 
still remaining, which tradition represents as having been of such extent, 
so entangled and so foresty, that it became the harbour of wild beasts, and 
was infested by a basilisk, a creature that is fabled to kill, if it first, sees, 
or to die instantly, if first seen ; and that one of the ancient possessors of 
this place, by a stratagem of inclosing himself in a cask, had himself rolled 
into the thick of the wood, where, through a hole in the cask, he first 
espied the mobster, causing it to perish) and that ever after, the family 
bore for their xresta. wyvern, with the label," gardez-voua," issuing 
from its mouth.' pp. 232, 233. 

This knight of the tub, whom we have to thank that the 
roads may be passed at present in safety, without the protection 
of a wooden great coat, was of the Wogan family, which has 
since removed to Norfolk. ' 

In the churdi of Langwn, the effigy of a hero of the De La, 
Roch family, is introduced to our author as Mrs. Dolly Rodb, 
by the female Cicerone of the place; a species of mistake by 
no means unusual among antiquarians. Carew Castle, one of 
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the most magnificent piles in the county, affords a more une- 
quivocal record of the dignity of its founder, than any monu- 
mental sculpture. 

Here Sir Rhys ap Thomas held a tournament, in honour of 
bis being, admitted companion of the order of the Garter. A 
long and curious account is extracted from the Cambrian 
Register, to which we must refer our readers. 

The fourth u Iter" commences at the coal.quay of Cress** 
well y and proceeds down the haven, as far as the fort, * a work 
left unfinished, to excite a reproach that it was ever begun, 
and to remain a monument of the scandalous waste of public 
money ; as from it could not be seen that part of the harbour 
capacious enough to have held the whole navy of France, and 
so situate, in other respects, as to be commanded by all the 
ground adjoining it.* After visiting some of the villages in the 
vicinity, Mr. Fenton returns with the tide up the harbour, and 
entering the eastern Cleddau, visits Picton Castle, the seat of 
Lord Milford, and deservedly the pride of the neighbourhood* 
Our author's pfcnegyric displays so much of the true Welsh 
character, that we cannot retrain from transcribing it.— 

* It would be an insult to Picton Castle, to estimate its consequence 
and its beauties, by a scale employed to measure modern villas, the work 
of a Brown or a Nash, by a few formal clumps, disposed so as to admit a 
glimpse of a distant horse-pond, the ruins of a windmill, a kennel in the 
mask of a church, and bits of Gothic, injudiciously stuck here and there, 
like patches on the face, producing deformity. If such things constitute a 
fine place* every mushroom citizen of yesterday may command them, as 
well as the first peer of the realm* But Fkton Castle owes its. beauties to 
circumstances, that wealth cannot supply, or tides confer ; circumstances, 
that age, and an unbroken line of ancestry in its possessors, have giyen 
value to, and have made venerable : an ancient structure, that nothing can 
so much disfigure, as aft Attempt to. modernize and mate less, so i a castle > 
(and 1 believe a solitary instance) never forfeited, never deserted, never 
vacant ; that never knew a; melancholy blank in its want of a master, from 
whose walls hospitality was never exiled, and whose governors might be 
said to have been hereditary ; a castle in the midst of possessions and 
forests coeval with itself, and proudly looking down over a spacious domain 
on woods of every after growth to an inland sea, bounding its property and 
its prospect beyond them, for such is Picton pastle.'— pp, 277/278. 

It appears to have been the earliest settlement of th6 Nor- 
man followers of Arnulph de Montgomery, consequently co- 
temporary with William Kufus, since which time it has always 
beep inhabited. During the civil wars Sir Richard Phillips 
garrisoned it for the king, and Mr. Fenton is, very anxious to 
defend his memory from a report, founded, as he says, on no 
higher authority than some lines in Hudibras, €< tjiaj the loy- 
alist w.as lugged 0Qt ky the ears through a window of his 
castle" . . . t . , 
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« The fact was this: in the lower storv of one of the bastions was the 
nursery in those days, having a small window in it, still existing, at which 
the maid was standing with Sir Erasmus Philipps, then an infant, in her 
arms, when a trooper of the parliament forces approached it with a letter, 
to receive which she opened the window ; and whilst she stretched for- 
ward, the soldier, lifting himself up on his stirrups, snatched the infant 
from her arms, and threatened to put htm to death if the' castle was not 
surrendered, which, to save the child, was complied with/ 

Slebecb, a little farther up the river, was formerly a com- 
mandery of the knights hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem, 
probably instituted as early as the twelfth century. Of the 
edifices, nothing* but the church, which contains several monu- 
ments and inscriptions, is extant; the present hall occupying 
the site of the old commandery. 

The opposite side of the fiver was supposed to contain. great 
mineral riches, and attempts were made to get at them by 
Mr. Knox; but his labours were rewarded by nothing but 
coal 4 which could not be raised at a price to come in .compe- 
tition with the neighbouring works, and was consequently 
abandoned. Tbe forge and fishery at Blackpool appear to be 
more productive. 

Leaving the river, Mr. Fenton visits Narberth, a small town, 
but at present pretty rapidly increasing, owing to the faci- 
lities of communication afforded by the daily mail passing 
through it. The ruins of the castle, which was once the seat 
of the Perrott family, are small, but picturesque. 

Lawhaden Castle, on the road to Haverfordwest, is also an 
object of beauty, but will hardly remain so long, if the wanton 
dilapidations to which it is exposed, for the purpose of mend* 
ing the roads, be not restrained. Wiston, the residence of the 
Wogans, is merely discernible. 

After resting at Haverfordwest our author directs his course 
in his fifth Iter towards the source of the western Cleddau, and 
returns by way of the mountains. Touching the eud of the 
Plumstone ridge at the romantic rocky pass of Trefgarn, he 
proceeos to the village of Ford, where the remains of a bath, 
still visible when our author visited the spot, were discovered 
in 180b; and, at no great distance, traces of a small Roman 
encampment. The Roman station, Ad Vicesimum, lies " about 
a mile to the north-east of the church of Ambleston." " It is 
almost a perfect square, its sides measuring about two hundred 
and sixty feet each. It lies east south east, by west north 
west," and the Roman road appears to have passed, as usual, 
through the centre. The popular name of the spot is Castle 
Flemish, probably from its having been occupied by the 
Flemish, at the. time of their first settling in Wales. Various 
tumuli attract Mr. Fenton's attention, and he relates the cir- 
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cumstances attending the opening of three in the vicinity of 
Lettardston, in which; bones and charcoal were discovered* 
hut notbing^more of any consequence. Passing Treeoon, the 
seat of J.J?. Barbara, Esq. and the village of Red wall he 
ascends the mountains, where bis curiosity is gratified by a 
discovery wbich is thus described by Mr. Fenton jun. 

' After passing the gate that bounds the farm of Vagwrgoch, a little to 
the north-east of the road leading from Fishguard to the fJew Inn, at no 
great distance from the latter place, still exists the site, I should imagine, 
of a rather considerable British village, if we may judge from the quan- 
tities of stones that lie scattered in every direction. The plain on which it 
stood is nearly at the base of the mountain called Moel Exyr> but is not 
seen from the road, an almost perpendicular and natural rampart of loose 
stones extending a great way on the upper part, evidendy improved by a 
little art intervening to prevent it. After a circuitous route to enable me 
to surmount it, X reach the summit, and discover the rude remains of 
buildings, undoubtedly coeval with the first-fixed residence of the earliest 
inhabitants, though probably at subsequent periods enlarged and altered 
from their original fbrmhy later setders ; the vestiges, though taint, being 
still sufficiently distinct to trace the site of houses and streets or avenues 
leading between, of no very mean extent for those rude ages. I had not 
time to take the dimensions of many, but found. one. to measure thirty-six 
feet in length by ten in breadth on the inside of the foundation atones, and 
another sixteen good paces, and the stones which marked the entrance 
into some were very perfect. There was ooe of rather a curiou* construe* 
tion differing from the rest by having the end rounded, anji its having 
visibly ministered to the uses of fire by the complexion of the stones A 
little to the north-east of it is a small circular elevation, which I should 
suspect to be a tumulus ; I perceived that at some time or other it had 
been disturbed, a partial incision having been made in it, but not deep 
enough to ascertain the contents by.*'— pp. 346—3458. 

On the summit above Cwm Carw Mr. Fenton, with Lord 
Milford's permission, opened the most conspicuous barrow in 
the country, and obtained the fragments of an urn which had 
been filled with charcoal ashes and burnt bones. But though 
when exploring the antiauities of a country every fresh reuc 
of the kind increases tne alacrity of the tourist, we cannot 
expect that a bare enumeration of them will afford similar 
pleasure to the reader; we therefore pass them, and various , 
druidical monuments, wbich our author, touched upon iu 
returning to his former quarters, without farther comment. 

The next journey conducts us, across the ferry, to the county 
town of Pembroke* 

It is situated on a neck of land projecting into an arm of 
Milford Haven, which at high tide nearly renders it insular; 
it consists of a single long street, with two churches, St. 
Mary's and St. Martin's; but its principal attraction in the eye 
of a traveller is owing to the beautifully romantic ruins of its 
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castle, at the rocky extremity of the peninsula. In the rock,— 
but whether the work of art or nature, or both combined, re* 1 
mains uncertain, — is the celebrated vault called the Wogan, * 
nearly circular or eliptical apartment, being seventy-six feet by 
fifty-seven, and said to have formerly contained a spring ©f fresh 
water, now lost It appears to have served for a kind of store- 
house and cellar for the castle. 

According to our author this castle held out a siege so early 
as 1092, and during the civil wars made an obstinate resistr 
ance under Poyer and Langbarne, to the parliamentary forces* 
Cromwell appeared in person before it in May 1648, and by 
seizing the mills and cutting off the supply of water compelled 
them to surrender, and Poyer was shot in Covent Garden ia 
April in the ensuing year. The history of the town and its 
different lords is extensively detailed, and will be interesting 
to such as wish for information in this species of local chrono- 
logy* but not sufficiently so to the general reader to warrant 
an extract. 

The seventh Iter js devoted to an examination of the penin- 
sula to the south-west of Pembroke, containing the villages of 
Nangle, Castle Martin, and Stackpole. , Antiquities of every 
age are found scattered over this extent of country. " The 
death devoted waste" of Drybarrows, a moor covered with, 
tumuli ; the cromlechs; the hermitage of St Go van, with its 
miraculous couch and well; the block house at Nangle, and, 
some churches; form a series of objects which cannot be con- 
sidered without emotion. Nor are natural! curiosities wanting 
to heighten the interest. 

Of these we only name, the insulated rock of Pennyholt' 
S*ack with singularly distorted strata; the cauldron; and 
Bosherston Meer, " a small opening on the surface of the 
limestone rock, which, in the calmest weather, is heard through 
this medium to make a great noise; but when impelled by 
wind and tide concussing into it, it is known to be sent up in 
a column of foam, and with the sound of thunder, heard many 
miles off, thirty or forty feet above the mouth of the pit, ex- 
hibiting the appearance of a perfect rainbow." M. Deluc 
describes a similar phenomenon, called the Devil's bellows, in 
Cornwall, and we recollect another which is, at times, very 
magnificent in its operations, in one of the Fern Islands near 
Bamborough, on the coast of Northumberland. The latter is 
known by the name of the Rumble Kirn. 

The principal modern edifice noticed by Mr. Fenton om 
this tour is Stackpoole Court, the seat of Lord Cawdor, and 
formerly of the Stackpoole family. It is magnificent though 
heavy, and not in the most interesting situation in the negh- - 
bourhood. 
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Oar author's eighth Iter is devoted to Tanby. On the rt>ad 
from Pembroke the ruins of Lanfey Court, oncer a favourite 
residence of the bishops of St. David, attract the traveller'* 
attention, and bear ample testimony to the magnificence i(i, 
which these prelates lived. Manorbeer Castle is mentioned, 4 
and the small round tower near Penaley, which, though less 
important; appears to be as paradoxical as the Irish edifices of 
the same name. Tenby, like many~other Welsh towns, exhi- 
bits numerous traces ot having been of much greater extent 
and importance in former times than at present; it however 
also shews symptoms of bejng again in a state of gradual 
increase, and affords excellent accommodations for* bathing 
company. 

Mr. Fenton also visits the remarkable island of Caldey. 

* The principal mansion/ says be ' consists of a handsome modem 
building joined to a curious aggregate of miscellaneous masonry, the 
greater part being evidently of the age of the first monastic pile, enlarged 
by additions of a later date, though very old and some of a castellated form. 
The ancient tower of the priory church, crowned with a stone spire, still 
remains entire, and all the lower apartments of the old house and its offices 
are vaulted, and seemingly coeval with it." — p. 458. 

Our author here gives, us an account of the society of sea- 
Serjeants, consisting of twenty-five members, and holding an 
anniversary meeting which lasted a week, at different .sea- 
ports of the four maritime counties in South Wales in rotation. 
As their rules were kept secret they were naturally obnoxious 
to opprpbrions imputations of all kinds, but according to. 
Mr. Fenton's account very undeservedly. 

< They had some striking regulations, which +o have formed did them 
honour as men of humanity, and British subjects in genera), and Welshmen 
in particular, sufficient to silence the calumny thrown out against them by 
the cold blooded and invidious, who condemn every sort of association 
that springs from sensibilities they are strangers to, and is not cemented by 
some sordid interest or other.' 

Froin the form of examination; we find that " bearing alle- 

f 'ranee to his majesty,'* and " being members of the church of . 
ngland as by law established, 19 were essential requisites ; the 
whole institution seems to be at present abandoned, and the 
very name hastening to oblivion. 

In the ninth Iter Mr. Fenton skirts the eastern boundary of 
the, county, making a short incursion into Caermartbenshire, 
or rather crossing a part of that county which was. '^swindled 
away" from Pembrokeshire by an act of 34 Henry the Eighth. 

This tour, as well as the next affords much beautiful scenery, 
much barren moor, and numerous antiquities resembling those- 
already mentioned, but we must refer such of our readers aa 
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ire not already satisfied with the enumeration which we have 
given to the work itself. 

In the eleventh iter, we find the curious circumstance 
noticed, that formerly even the lowest class of inhabitants 
were remarkably skilful. at the game of chess, and much 
ingenuity is displayed in discovering when it was first intro- 
duced into these remote parts; some ascribing it to the 
Romans, others to Oriental settlers, and others to the time of 
Arthur. 

The town of Newport is merely the skeleton of a decayed 
place, yet still gives the idea of extent and dignity at a dis- 
tance. 

. With the twelfth iter, concluding with a description of Fish- 
guard, Mr. JTenton ends his rambles. This town possesses 
the best harbour on the northern coast of the county, in popu- 
lation it is only exceeded by Haverfordwest, having increased 
of late very rapidly ; but is devoid of regularity and exhibits 
no object of superior interest. It is however probable that it 
may in time, if assisted by judicious improvements in the 
harbour, become a place of considerable importance. 

We need not inform our readers, after the numerous speci- 
mens we have given, that our author's style is laboured and 
frequently incorrect, its defects, however, wc own are over- 
balanced by his acuteness of observation and diligent research; 
The numerous plates which accompany the volume are well 
executed, and as far as we can judge, accurate representations 
of real scenes; Mr. Fenton informs us in his dedication that 
the originals are from the pencil of Sir Richard Hoare. 
_^ "_ ' ; : * 

Art II. The Martyrs; or y The Triumph of the Christian Religion. 
By F. A. de Chateaubriand, Author of the Genie de Christianisme, 
' Ata!a % &c. Translated from the French, by W. Joseph Walter* late 
of St. Edmund's College. To which is added, an Appendix, consis- 
ting of Extracts from his " Itinerairef* 8vo. 2 vols. pp. xxvitf, 744. 
Price 11. Is. Ebers and Booker. 1812. 

TTHIS romantic Frenchman has been very advantageously 
introduced among us by means of his Travels in Greece 
and Palestine ;— if indeed it may be deemed an advantageous 
introduction of an author, who has written several works and 
proposes writing more, to become first extensively known by 
means of that one of his productions which surpasses in in- 
terest every thing he has written or is destined, to writ^ for 
this, we may think, may. be safely affirmed of his Itinerary. 
When, however, it is recollected that the botd/ protracted* 
and diversified expedition which that work briefly narrates, 
was undertaken expressly on account of the work at present 
Vol VIII. 4D 
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before us, and prosecuted with a daily and almost hourly re-* 
ference to it, so unparalleled a circumstance in literary his- 
tory will be thought sufficient, even alone, to engage a par- 
ticular attention to the performance. -And it will justly ex- 
cite a very favourable prejudice. For the sparing of labour, 
both in the preparations for authorship and in the actual 
operation, is so prevailing and grievous a vice in our present 
literature, that we are predisposed to revere, as quite a li- 
terary saint, the writer who brings along with his work the 
Evidence of having bestowed on it a long and costly labour, 
especially, if at the same time, he has declined taking the 
advantage of making his work immoderately large. 

He is not unreasonably ostentatious of this labour, and 
might well have been allowed to refer to it in terms of greater 
parade than the following : 

< I have do wish to make a vain display of my exertions, insignificant 
as they have been : nevertheless I trust that when I am seen tearing my- 
self away from my friends and my country, enduring fatigue and fever, 
traversing the seas of Greece in a small bark, while exposed to the, 
fire of wanton barbarians, influenced only by my respect for the public, 
and in the hope to present it with a work less imperfect than tlje Genie 
ie Chrtstlanisme ; I trust, I say, that some credit will be allowed me 
for my exertions/ — f Not content with all my studies, all my sacrifices, 
and all my scruples, I undertook a voyage on purpose to inspect with 
my own eyes the scenes which I wished to describe* Should my work, 
therefore, have no other merit, it will at least possess the interest of an 

' accurate description of some of the most famous places of antiquity. 
I commenced my journey from the ruins of Sparta, and after passing 
P through Argos, Corinth, Athens, Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Mem- 
phis, I finished my tour at the mouldering fragments of what once was 
Carthage. The reader therefore may rest assured that the descriptions 

v which he finds in the Martyrs, arc not mere vague and fanciful coni- 
binations of imagery, but were fathfully sketched on the spot. Some 
of these descriptions are entirely new : no modern traveller, with whom . 
I am acquainted, has given a picture of Messenia, of a part of Arcadia, 
and of the valley of Laconia. That of Jerusalem and of the Dead Sea 
is equally faithful. The church of the Holy Sepulchre, the way of sor- 
rows, Via Dolorosa, are exactly such as I have described. , — ' Such ha*e 
been my endeavours to render the Martyrs not entirely unworthy of she 
public attention. Thrice happy should I feel if my work breathed any 
portion of that poetical inspiration which still animates the ruins of 
Athens and Jerusalem. It is not through any vain ostentation that I 
thus speak of my studies and my travels; it is to shew the laudable dis- 
trust I have in my own talents and the care I have taken, by all meant 
in my power, to supply the deficiency. By these my labours too I think 
I have evinced my respect for the public, and the importance 1 attach 10 
every thing that in any degree concerns the interests of religion,* , 

It does not appear whether the intention of travelling to 
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the East in order to acquire accurate and lively images of 
the scenes in which the supposed events were to be repre- 
sented as having taken place, was coeval with the first pro- 
jection of the work ; but in the course of prosecuting th& 
adventure, and when the acquisition was made, it was im- 
possible but the interesting pictures which were forming by 
degrees into a compleat enchanting oriental world in the 
author's imagination, must have grown into so much im- 
portance in his account, that the delineation of them in his 
work would become one of the leading objects in composing 
it. Still, the plan must have somg one object decidedly and 
substantially predominant. What that is, we should have 
considerable difficulty in defining, if we were not allowed to 
avail ourselves of the author's own explanation. 

' I advanced in a former work that Christianity appeared to me more 
favourable than Paganism for the developement of characters, and for $ 
display of the passions ; I added, moreover, that the marvellous of this 
religion might contend for the palm of interest with that borrowed from 
mythology; these opinions, which have been more or less combated, 
it is my present object to support, and to illustrate by an example.— To 
lender the reader an impartial judge in this great literary process, it was 
necessary to make choice of a subject that would allow me to throw 
upon the same canvass the predominant features of the two religions ; 
the morality, the sacrifices, and the ceremonies of both systems of wor- 
ship : a subject, where the language of Genesis might be blended with 
that of the Odyssey, and the Jupiter of Homer be placed by the aide 
of the Jehovah of Milton, without giving offence to piety, to taste, or. to 
probability. 

' Having once conceived this idea, I had no difficulty in finding an 
historical epoch where the two religions met in conjunction. The 
scene opens toward the close of* the third century, at the moment when 
the persecution of the Christians commenced under .Diocletian. Christi- 
anity had not yet become the predominating religion of the Roman em- 
pire, though its altafs arose near the shrines of idolatry. 

* The persons who make a figure in the Work are taken from the two 
religions. I have in the first place made the reader acquainted with 
die leading characters, and thence, proceeded to describe the state, of 
Christianity thrdugh' the then' known world, as it stood a£ the tjme of 
the action 5 the remainder of the work develops a particular catastrophe 
that is ddnnexfed With the general' massafcre'oF the Christians.* 

- Su 
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contemporary with one another at a particular epoch. And 
the ' Travels of Anacharsis,' and some other works, had 
sufficiently shewn to what a vast extent and diversity of things 
a little ingenuity might dilate thg circumference of such a ' 
fable, without any violent excess of confusion or anachronism. 

His personages, he observes, are almost all taken from his- 
tory ; and among them are Diocletian, Maximian, Galerius, 
Constantius, Constantine, Hieroclcs, St. Jerome, and St. 
Augustine. He offers an allowable apology for the ana- 
chronism of making Jerome contemporary with Diocletian, 
and for some other little freedoms taken with chronological 
truth. And he should rather have apologized for, than pre- 
tended to justify, his fancy for exonerating Diocletian from 
almost all the guilt of the tenth persecution of the Christi- 
ans. He professes to have conformed very carefully to his- 
torical matter of fact in his representation of the manners 
and ceremonies of the primitive Christians ; of the public ex- 
hibitions of the Romans ; of the persons and manners of the 
Gauls, Franks, and other barbarians ; and of ' the geographi- 
cal curiosities respecting the Gauls, Greece, Syria, and 
Egypt. 9 He names collectively his authorities; but the 
readers will wish that in some instances he had yielded to 
the advice which be says was given him, to subjoin notes, 
with specific historical references and illustrations. 

As the work claims to rank in the Epic class, and there- 
fore professes to give a dignified history of extraordinary 
transactions, we cannot be excused from attempting ^ brief 
abstract of the narrative, . 

It should seem that a French style is one of those pre- 
cious things which it is worth an author's care to preserve 
inviolate throughout his wanderings in all the four quarter* 
of the world ; for after having been exposed to the danger 
of a modified diction among the people and tongues of all 
those quarters, Chateaubriand comes tack to commence in 
the following manner : ' - 

• Nine times had the church of Jesus Christ teen the spirit* of dark- 
ness leagued in conspiracy against her; nine, times had this favoured 
vessel, which storms assail in vain, escaped the fury of the tempest. The 
earth reposed in peace : with skilful hand Diocletian swayed the sceptre 
of the world* Under the protection of this great prince the Christians 
enjoyed a state of tranquility to which they had before been strangers. 
The altars of the true God began to contest the honours offered on tfar 
shrines of idolatry; the number of the faithful increased daily; and 
honours, riches, and glory, were no longer the exclusive inheritance of 
the worshippers of Jupiter.- Hell, threatened with the loss of its em* 
pre, wished to interrupt the course of these heavenly victories; and the 
Eternal, who saw the virtues of his people (anguish in prosperity, per* 
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Bitted the demons to excite a fresh persecution ; but this last and tem- 
ple trial was ultimately to plant the cross on the throne of the universe, . 
and to humble to the dust the temples of pagan superstition.— To the 
heroism of two illustrious martyrs is this victory due : an innocent vir- 
gin, and a renowned penitent, were the persons so eminently conspicuous 
on this day of trial and of woe. The former was chosen by heaven 
from among an idolatrous people ; the latter from among the faithful, 
to be the expiatory victims both for the Christian and the Gentile , 
world. 9 

The translator does not mention whether it is here abottts 
thai we should find in the original the first of those conver- 
sations, or debates in council, among the infernal spirits, 
which, as well as conferences among celestial beings, he re- 
gards as somewhat ' tedious and misplaced, 9 and rather dimi- 
nishing than increasing the interest of the story, and has 
omitted, we have no doubt with all manner of propriety. 

The pagan virgin, the heroine of the work, is Cymodoc6, 
the daughter of Demodocus, ' the last descendant of those 
families of the Homerides, who formerly inhabited the island 
of Chios, and who laid pretensions to a direct descent from 
Homer. 9 - He was made high priest to a temple erected by 
the Messenians to Homer, and in the exercise of his office 
lived many years in a sacred retirement, tenderly rearing, 
and carefully and successfully cultivating Cymodoc6, his 
only child. In this recluse situation, however, she unfor- 
tunately attracted the admiration of Hierocles the pro-con- 
sul of Achaia, a very powerful but a depraved and odious 
person, whose demand of her in marriage her father most 
willingly concurred with her in refusing, though great dan- 
ger was" the too certain consequence. As an expedient con- 
ducive to her protection, he consecrates her, in capacity of 
priestess, to the Muses. Her merit became so conspicuous 
that she was chosen by the old men to lead the choir of vir- 
gins who were appointed to present the votive offerings in a 
solemn festival of Diana, on the borders of Messenia and . 
Laconia. In returning, on a moonlight night, she loses her 
way and her feibale attendant, in a mountain forest. Ex- 
cessively alarmed, though all was silent except a little 
stream, she flew to implore the protection of the Naiad of 
this stream, and found an altar at the foot of a cascade. The 
reader anticipates that this- is not all. ' She perceived a 
youth, who lay reclined in slumber against the 'rock: his 
head rested on his left shoulder, and was partly supported by . 
his lance ; a ray of the moon, darting through the branches 
of a cypress, shone ^ull in the huntsman's face. A disciple • 
of Apelles would have thus represented the slumbers of En* 
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dyoiiop* Indeed, the daughter of Demodocus really inm- 
gined that in thisyoutfe sbe beheld the lover of Diana; in a 
plaintive zephyr she thought she distinguished the sigh of thfe 
goddess, ana in a glimmering ray of the moon she seemed to < 
c*teh a glimpse of her snowy vest as she was just retiring Into 
' tlfe thicket.* It *wilP instantaneously be apprehended that this 
isr th& hero of the piece ; and he very soon gives indications 
of it\ unc6mm6ri and Yohy' character. Suddenly awaketl by 
the barking of his dog, he intermingles questions and excla- 
mations of surprize and admiration with similar expressions 
uttered by the priestess of the Muses; but, soon signifies, with 
a. degree of abruptness and austerity, his disapprobation of 
her reference to pagan divinities. With kindness, modified 
by this austerit)', hef conducts her to the neighbourhood of her 
father's abode, repeating, in the most decided and. laconic . 
terms, his expressions of dissent and censure as often as she > 
introduces, as she naturally does, any of her mythological 
ideas* A degree of alarm mingled with her surprise and * 
admiration, as her mind, intent on her strange companion, 
fluctuated among- the conjectures of an Auspicious (Jeity, a 
Spartan youth, and an impious demon. Whether it was 
merely tti rid her of all perplexity and apprehension, or 
whether any slight thought of a remoter possible consequence 
might; have occurred to his mind, does not seem to be clearly 
known ; but he informs her, in a very few words, that he is a 
plain sinful mortal of the name of Eudorus, the son of Las* 
tbenes. Notwithstanding, when he b^de her adieu, with a 
benignant smile darkening into a solemnity appropriate to his 
Christian valediction, ana suddenly vanished into the wood, 
' she no longer doubted but this huntsman was one of the 
immortals.' But her father instantly recognises* the name of 
Lasthenes, < one of the principal inhabitants of Arcadia, a 
descendant of a race of heroes, 1 and of gods, for he received! 
his origin from the river Alpfaeus ;' and the J*ame of his son 
Eudorus, * who has borne away kaurete of triumph/ in: the field. 
of Mars.' And being highly dissatisfied . that th£ friendly 
stranger bad < riot been introduced to receive his thanks and 
hospitality, he decides that he ought to'tiiakfe a;visit, taking 
his daughter with him, to the* residence * oft* Lasthenes, to 
express theit? acknowledgments,: and 1 offer as £ present avaw 
luable vase of brass* ' admirably embossed by the arfc;of Vul- 
can' with a* historical device; and.onteiii the pbssession o£ 
A jcdc, and afterwards of Homer./ > • . i. * 

A splendid superabundance' of mythological lore : bedecks 
the two uky's' itinerary; and' am' inconvenient quantity of it is 
carried iby the priest of >Homer, even into fhe' abode of thel 
plain, though opulent, Christian Lasthenes, who welcomed 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chatfeau&riancPa Martyrs* 889* 

the strangers with the utmost respect and kindness, but sur- 
prized them with the unostentatious simplicity of their personal 
appearance and domestic accommodations. It is evident that 
Demodocus was not well read in Roman history; for the 
stories of Cincinnatus and Fabricius would have prevented 
his being so ' confounded 9 on being shewn Eudorus sitting as' 
a plain rustic under a tree in a harvest field : " what," thought 
he within himself, " is this simple swain the warrior who 
triumphed over Carrausius, who was tribune of the Britannic 
legion, and the friend of prince Constantine!" — unless indeed < 
it was the youth of the hero that excited his surprize ; but he 
was not younger, as far as appears, than Scipio Africanus. It • 
could be with no little emotion that two of the persons now 
brought together, recognized each other ; and the inextricable 
complication of their destinies soon becomes palpably mani- 
fest 

The incessant- grave introduction by Demodocus, and : the- 
frequent one even by his daughter, when she is led into 
conversation, of the pagan notions and personages, forces a 
protest, firm* aind explicit, though most mild in manner, 911 
the part of the Christians, against the whole impious vanity 
of a false religion. Demodocus, proud of his daughter's ac- 
complishments, had somewhat unwittingly persuaded her to a 
musical effort, in which, for the entertainment of the friendly 
family, she * chanted the origin of the heavens,' and all* about ' 
Jupiter, and Minerva, and Hebe, and a long series of kindred 
legends. It was an indispensable civiiity that Christian music 
should make some return, and it was the business of Eudorus 
to teach it what to say. His performance recounted the most ' 
prominent facts and principles of the Jewish and Christian 
religion. The world of topics -celebrated in the two descants • 
would incline us to believe that the natural day was much 
longer in those times than now, and that the human vocal 
organs were constructed of much stouter materials. The per- 
formances led to a variety of amicable remarks from the 
Christians; and it appears that Cymodoce had an incompa- 
rably greater facility of comprehending, Sas well as a more 
favourable disposition for entertaining, the new doctrines, 
than her father, who appears throughout, it must.be con- 
fessed, 1 a man of very middling faculties, though of much 
good will. The Christians, however, are not continually 
reading theological lectures ; they rather endeavour to make 
their religion present itself in the form of practical lessons, 
arising from domestic incidents, and the solemn rites of their 
religious worship. There was a bishop on a visit among them, 
whose intelligence and venerable character contributed to 
explain and dignify their sacred observances. When some 
parts of the apostolic epistles were read, he commented with 
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peculiar emphisis on those relating to marriage, and* it is 
stated that the utmost attention and interest were manifested 
by the auditors. 

There was one part of the religious economy of the place, 
kept out of sight; that is, the course of penance which 
Eudorus is undergoing with exemplary severity and willing- 
ness, but nevertheless at the injunction, it is presumed, of his 
spiritual directors. He wears a shirt of hair cloth, and fre- 
quents a lonely grotto, where he contemplates the skull of a' 
martyr, and sprinkles himself with ashes. As his character, so 
far as known in his native province, had been uniformly and 
eminently honourable, the venerable bishop, rather, perhaps 
from a wish to be qualified to aid the penitent's discipline, » 
than from mere curiosity, is desirous to hear from himself the 1 
story of his eventful life. Eudorus readily complies, and tbe> 
family, with the two strangers, being convened in a grove, 
with d great deal of formality, very "early in the morning, he 
enters on a narration which constitutes nearly a third part of 
the whole work. It is disfigured with the extravagances of 
Chateaubriand's wild imagination, and some" of the irksome 

Euerilities of his Romish faith, but it is notwithstanding a 
igbly interesting story, it relates his departure from Greece 
inobedienceto a decree of the Roman government, thattheeldest * 
sons of the family of Philopcemen, from whom be was descended, 
4 should be sent, as soon as they should attain their sixteenth 
year, to Rome, to remain as hostages in the hands of the 
senate; 9 it unfolds the scenes of adventure and excess in 
Rome; narrates an active military career, in the army of 
Constantius, in the warfare with the Franks, with Carrausius, 
and other barbarian enemies; describes and penitentially con- 
fesses some romantic incidents and adventures in his govern- 
ment of the Armorican provinces ; and concludes with bis 
sudden renunciation of all forms of public life, and his return 
by way of Egypt, Syria, Palestine, and Byzantium, to his 
family in Arcadia. Though violating in numberless instances 
the rules of good taste, this story displays a great deal of bold 
invention, and true poetic painting. The magnificence of 
Rome, with its pagan rites and profligate manners ; the reli- 
gious economy of its Christian inhabitants ; the spirited but 
criminal and unsatisfying course of life of a number of young 
men of talents, including St Jerome and St. Augustine, are 
described with great animation. A still greater vigour of 
fancy is shewn in the camp and battle scenes of the Sicam- 
brian war, and in the representation of gloomy superstition a^ut 
barbarian attachment and hostility in the story of Velleda* the 
druidess, who first endangered the government, and then van- 
quished the rectitude, of the young hero in Gaul. It wa s 
by no means necessary, however, to tell this story at full , 
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length, in order to account for some portion of the penitential 
severities imposed on Eudorus by the church and'his reco- 
vered conscience. The author was very far, we believe, from 
designing any immoral influence, but he certainly had inven- 
tion enough to have so contrived his series of adventures 
throughout, as not even to excite a question (and here it is 
something more than a question) relative to the moral ten- 
dency ; so contrived it as not to involve the necessity of a full 
pause in the hero's recital, to hint to Cymodoce, and all the 
females, of his own family ,,the propriety of withdrawing. The 
writer might easily have comprehended that the .tragical fate 
of the barbarian heroine, and the regrets, the abandonment of 
public employment, and the hair shirt, of Eudorus, would be 
totally unavailing to neutralize the naturkl influence of a 
romantic criminal adventure on the greater number of readers, 
especially when the story is so managed as to offer every, 
imaginable palliation of the delinquency of the favourite^ It 
is not, however, pretended, as one of these palliations, that, he 
was a simple, innocent, and promptly affectionate young man ;. 
for he is made to confess toat in Home, previously to entering 
the military service, he had taken his full share of the folly and 
vice of the metropolis, had been excommunicated by the 
Christian bishop, had ;beep in short as much the rival as the 
associate of the vicious activity of St. Jerome, St. Augustine, 
and a number more spirited young reprobates, — not, probably, 
Innvever, so young as himself, for it is to be recollected that he 
arrived at Rome at the age of sixteen, and he does not 
appear to have been there long, before he forgof the soletjm 
and affectionate Christian instructions of his mother, and his 
own sincere respect for the religion in which he had l>een so . 
carefully educated! The authority, indeed, of that religion 
over his mind was very much relaxed by the effect of the 
splendors of the Roman magnificence on his ardent imagina- 
tion even before his passions were captivated by vice; and we 
think, the manner in which such a cause might operate on such 
q. mind is well displayed in the following passage. 

' On landing at Brundusium I felt a variety of unknown emotions. 
Ab I set my foot upon that earth* whence those decrees are issued that 

fovern the world, I was struck with an appearance of grandeur to which 
had Been a stranger. To the elegant edifices of Greece, succeeded 
monuments of more ponderous magnificence, and marked with the stamp 
of a different genius. The farther I advanced on the Appian way, the 
more my surprise' increased. This road, paved with large masses of rock* 
seemed formed to survive the purpose for which it was made ; and to defy 
the latest generations of mankind to wear away its solidity. Passing the 
mountains of Apulia, and wandering by the gulph of Naples, through the 
country of Anxur, of Alba, and the plains of Rome, it presents an avenue 
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of more than three hundred miles in length, whose sides are adorned with 
temple*, palaces, and monuments, and at length terminates at that eternal' 
city. 9 ' At the view of so many prodigies I fell into a sort of delirium,' 
which I could neither resist nor comprehend. It was in vain that the 
friends to whose care my father had entrusted me, wished to -arouse me* 
from this enchantment. I wandered from the town to the capital,. 
from the Carina to the Campus Martiusfc I ran froni the theatre of 
Germanicu8 to the mole of Adrian, and from the circus of Nero, to the 
pantheon of Agrippa; but while with a dangerous curiosity I visited 
every other place, the humble church of the Christians was forgotten. I. 
was never weary of beholding the crowded bustle of a people composed of* 
all the nations, of the earth ; nor of witnessing the military operations of . 
ail army made up of Romans, Gauls, Greeks, and Africans ; each dis- 
tinguished by the arms and habits of their respective countries. Here an 
aged Sabine was passing in his rude uncouth sandals close tot the senator 1 
in his robes of purple ; there the litter, of a consul was, intercepted by the* 
chariot of a courtezan. The strong oxen of Clitumnus were dragging 1 to> 
the forum waggons laden with provisions;, the hunting equipage of a. 
Roman gentleman obstructed the sacred way ; the priest was hastening to* 
his duties in the temple, and the rhetorician to his school. How. 
often did. I visit the baths adorned with libraries; and the palaces, of 
which some were already mouldering to decay, and others half demolished. 
to serve for the construction of new edifices. The vast outlines of 
Roman architecture, that of themselves formed a magnificent •horizon £ 
those aqueducts which, like rays verging to the centre, conveyed the 
waters over triumphant arches to a kingly people; the ceaseless murmur 
of fountains; that multitude of statues which resembled a race of im- 
moveable beings in the midstof a people ever in bustle and agitation; those* 
monuments of every age and every country, the work of kings, of consuls* 
and of Caesars ; those obelisks conveyed from Egypt, and tombs ravished , 
from Greece; which together with the softened radiance of the heavens, ( 
aad shadowy outlines of the distant mountains, filled me with inexpre-> 
sible pleasure. 9 ' But why enlarge further ? every thing at Rome hears 
the mark of dominion and of duration.' V. I. p. 73; 

The captivations of , Naples are described as'of a more soft* 
and exquisite quality. And on the whole, . though both bis> 
own mind and tho§e of his companions are represented as^ 
oppressed and corroded with an incurable dissatisfaction with* 
themselves and all their felicities, there yet appears to have 
been very little chance but our hero would have sunk to trie 
bottom of . Italian paganism and profligacy, if a sudden man- 
date of displeasure, from imperial authority, had not ordered* 
him off to the camp of Constantius on the Rhine. 

Notwithstanding all this, the author is so gratified by the! 
many noble and magnanimous qualities which, undeniably, 
manifest themselves in Eudorus, and so conciliated by thfe 
Zealand severity of his penitence, that he is perfectly willing* 
to have given him, if so it might have been, the tender and' 
immaculate youDgf Me&senim, . So, were the pttceota and the- 
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whole friendly party, but for the obstacle, arising from the* 
contrariety of rel^gipns. Aodso was she.; and bad soon made 
progress, io a very hopeful course, for. removing this difficulty; 
for the lights of the new religion were beginning to confuse, 
and dim her, Homeric mythology. But while qo many things, 
seem conspiring to complete an union which, even in spite of 
the less honourable part of the hero's history, the reader is, 
become disposed to sanction, it is unequivocally int.ima.ted 
that another destiny awaits them.— 

* O, ye tender and affectionate pair ! at the very moment that you are 
jCQunting upon long years of happiness here below, the heavenly choir of 
virgins and martyrs are beginning to celebrate an union that is more 
durable, and a felicity that shall never end.' V. 1. p. 372. 

IJy this tune the aged and declining Diocletian, who is fool* 
ishly represented as a sort of protector of the Christians, is on' 
the point of surrendering his imperial power into the hands of 
their savage enemy, Galerius, whose malice against them is. 
stimulated to still more infernal fury, if possible, by the athe-' 
isfical sophis f t, his minister Hierocles. In the exultation for 
having obtained, and in the eagerness to carry into effect, the 
first edicts of persecution, this detestable favourite hastens to - 
his provincial government in -Greece, equally intent on tor-, 
menting; tlie Christians and requiring the daughter of Demo-. 
dpcus. Atthes^mp time EJudorus receives from the rising 
prince, Cqnstantine, an urgent demand of his presence in 
Rome, to ajd the endeavours to restrain the progress of per- 
secution. After, a number of interesting scenes of affection, 
and some ( formidable proceedings of Hierocles, it is deter- 
mined that, the two friends shall be betrothed, and then go on 
board two ships ; Eudorus for Rome, and Cymodoce, accom- 
panied by a f brave and faithful Roman officer, for the Holy 
Land, to put herself under the protection and instructions of 
CJohstantine's rnother, Helena, then residing at Jerusalem. 
All this is accomplished, and a number of striking scenes and 
incidents are exhibited in the narration. 

At Rome the great crisis is, arrived; and the Christians, in 
tbfiir solemn secret council, are directed, by preternatural 
indications, to choose Eudorus, though 2»till a penitent, not 
fully restored, to the, communion of the church, as their ad- 
yocate in. an approaching great assembly, in which the empe- 
rors, previously, tp enacting, the last severities against tbe 
Christians, were^ to, grant, them the privilege of •' shewing; 
cause* aga]nst .'the intended measures/ The speakers on this 
great occjjsic;n ar,e,. Symm^cjh.us, the high priest of Jupiter, 
wh^ .'tempers ^ hi^ faithful zeal for the gods with a dissuasive 
fjora p^f/se^ption j . Hiefpjl^ w^iq, however, displays much 
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less of the sophist than of the rancorous and impudent calum- 
niator ; and the young hero and penitent, who certainly won 
the palm of eloquence, and had nearly decided the mind and 
decree of Diocletian. But the favourable sentiment was over- 
ruled, by the detestable machinations of Galerius and Hiero-- 
cles, and, after a day or two of dreadful suspence to the 
Christians, he issued the sanguinary decree, and immediately 
abdicated the throne. 

From this melancholy period to the close of the history, the 
work consists of a crowded succession of pictures, representing 
• the miseries inflicted on the Christians ; the devout aud heroic 
resignation with which they prepared for them, and encoun- 
tered them ; the still more grievous sufferings which Provi- 
dence inflicted on the leading persecutors, or .made them inflict 
on themselves;* and the adventures and perils of Demodocu* 
and his daughter, who both, though unknown to each other, 
and to Eudorus, arrived at Rome during this season of crimes 
and woes. The priest of Homer had not been able to endure 
life without his beloved child, and had seized the first convey- 
ance to Italy. Cymodoce had been driven % by the vigilant 
and ferocious agents of Hierocles, to make a sudden and very- 
narrow escape from Jerusalem. She was again conducted by 
her intrepid and generous friend, Dorotheus ; was baptized in 
the wilderness by St. Jerome, who had now quitted the splen- 
did vanities of Rome for the hut of an anchoret; and had 
found means, finally, to reach the metropolis of the world, 
and the locality of its greatest wickedness. Here, for a mo- 
ment, she is thrown very nearly into the grasp of Hierocles, 
but is rescued by a tumult of the people, excited by her fa- 
ther, who most opportunely discovers her at the moment of 
her danger, but falls into utter distraction at instantly losing 
her again, in consequence of her public avowal that she is a 
Christian, which is rewarded by her being ignominiously led 
to prison, amidst the insults of that very rabble which, but an 
hour before, bad been on the point of demolishing the minis- 
ter's palace for her sake. 

Eudorus had become the most obnoxious of the Christians, 
and was summoned to the alternative of the idol worship or 
the torture, with prolonged and earnest exhortations and en- 
treaties, however, from the judge, who respected his military 
renown, to save himself by a slight compliance. His final 
inflexibility provoked the torture, and sustained it with u rial - 
terable firmness. v He was conveyed ba/:k to his imprisoned 
Christian friends in a lacerated and languid state, but with a 
mind sustained to the highest point of resolution and divine 
complacency; and was received by them in their gloomy 
abode with a mixture of mourning and exultation, in which 
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the latter sentiment, however, was greatly predominant. They 
surround him with acts of devotion and compassion, and join 
in an animated gone of praise to Him for whom they are ail 
equally resolved to die, in any manner his enemies may choose 
—those proud enemies, whose utmost power reaches only a few 
feet above the surface of this earth. One last and strongest 
temptation awaits Eudorus: a deceptive account is sent him, 
that Cymodoce has been consigned to a place of infamy in 
Rome, and is there doomed to receive Hierocles , and this is 
accompanied by a solemn assurance, that a very slight idol, 
atrous compliance on his part should be followed by her in. 
stant restoration to him, and their happy union. The horror 
and hope excited by this message shook his resolution"; the 
soldiers who had formerly fougnt under him, together with 
some of the people, fell at his knees to conjure him ; he actu- 
ally took the cup, to make the required libation ; but was re- 
called to himself by the shriek of his pious fellow-sufferers, 
and threw it down, exclaiming, with triumph, "Jama Chris- 
tian !" He is soon informed ot the real situation of Cymodoce, 
and of the indiscriminate doom of all the imprisoned Chris- 
tians, without further trial, to perish by wild beasts in the am- 
phitheatre of Vespasian, on the following day, the birth-day 
-of the emperor Galerius, who, though dying himself of a 
frightful disease, was resolved to beguile bis sufferings, on 
the very last day that he bad any hope to be able to leave his 
apartment, by the luxury of witnessing the death of his best 
subjects. In the evening, Cymodoce receives the appropriate 
dress of a destined victim ; and her mistaking it for the nup- 
tial attire, in consequence of a rumour that had been reported 
to her, renders her lonely prison scene (for all her Christian 
associates had already, suffered) doubly interesting. In the 
night, the brave Dorotheus, bimself a Christian, and attended 
by some others, under the disguise of soldiers, contrives to 
introduce himself, as by order of the emperor, into her prison, 
and while the keeper is stupified, by the * wine of the gods, 9 
bears her off to a retired residence, where she is received by 
' her father. She at first refused to escape from the prison, on 
being informed of the nature of the dress she had on, and of 
the doom of the imprisoned Christians, including Eudorus ; 
and she yielded only at the representation of the nearness and 
the wretchedness of her father, and the firm declaration of 
Dorotheas and his companions, that if she would not go, they 
would stay and share her fate, a fate to which they had not as 
yet become directly exposed. But she secretly retained her 
purpose; and, after a, tender and afflictive interview wi^h her 
father, who sunk at length, in consequence of her earnest re- 
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quest to heaven, into a profound repose, she went forth in 
quest of the fatal amphitheatre, and at length found it, by means 
of a motley crowd of intoxicated and barbarous pagans, who 
were proceeding thither, and who reviled her, as a Christian, 
and a victim, as she went along with them. On the opening 
of one of the gates, she beholds En dor us already, and alone, 
in the arena: she darts in, and is instantly in his arms; and 
the final scene, presenting in vivid colours the horror, tender- 
ness, and magnanimity of Eudorus^— the relentless and impa- 
tient barbarity of the spectators— the entrance of the emperor 
—the immediate signs of the commencement of the sangui- 
nary transaction — the unclosing of a tyger's den — and the 
speedy death of the victims, held in each other's embrace—- 
closes with this catastrophe, which terminates also the work : 

< These martyred spouses had scarcely received the palm of victory, 
tyhen a cross of resplendent light appeared in the air, like that hallowed 
banner which led the victorious Constantine to the scene of triumph ; the 
thunder rolled along the Vatican, which was then a hill, ,all lonely and 
deserted, but which was frequently visited by an unknown spirit ; the am- 
phitheatre was shaken to its foundations ; all the statues of the idols fell 
to the earth ; and a voice, like that which was formerly heard is Jerusa- 
lem, exclaimed, " The gods have gone out of thee !" 

We have now no room for any of the various passages we had 
marked for quotation; and a few concluding observations 
shall be limited to as short a space as possible. 

The author's avowed design was to shew, in an illustration 
by examples, that * Christianity is more favourable than pagan- 
ism for the developement of characters, and for a display of 
the passions;' and also, • that the marvellous of this religion 
might contend for the palm of interest with that borrowed from 
mythology.' So far as this is an intelligible object, the ob- 
vious question, on a whole view of the work, would be, whether 
he has acccomplished it ? But how * more favourable ?' If be 
riieant that Christianity can supply a more attractive display of 
the progress of human character, and a more amiable display 
of the passions, we cannot understand how it was worth while 
to prove such a proposition. If he meant to say thit, as mere 
matter of moral painting, the progress of a pagan's character, the 
influence of paganism or any given kind in forming it, and the 
quality of the passions as acting under that influence, are 
less capable of being strongly delineated, and less capaoleof 
forming a curious and striking exhibition, the proposition fa 
surely erroneous. Our author might Him&flf have marked o& 
discri mi natively the' progress, and displayed as boldly the 
bidefous maturity, of the character of GaleriusJ as 6f tnfet of 
feudorus; 
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v Toe competition of the opposed religions in point of the 
marvellous should be a matter of more easy apprehension ; but 
there is perplexity even here also. For what is the marvellous 
on each side ? How much more is it to comprize, on the pa- 
gan side, than what is rtal % — the splendid structures, the la- 
vished treasures of all the arts, the magnificent processions 
and rites, and the games, generous or barbarous, of Greece 
and Rome; and the gloomy forest recesses, the horrid mid- 
night sacrifices, and the fierce enthusiasm, of the superstitions 
of Gaul and Germany ? Is it, in addition to these realities, to 
include the whole mythology of these nations, when it comes 
to this proposed competition with Christianity ? On the other 
hand, with what marvellous is Christianity to come into the 
contest? In the first place, perhaps, some % of the circum- 
stances of its worship in the times of persecution, as, for in- 
stance, the assembling in the catacombs, a historical fact of 
which our author has availed himself to excellent purpose; 
next the scenes of. heroic joy in the expectation of martyr- 
dom ; in the social preparation for it, and in the actual suffer- 
ing; and, in addition to these* the remarkable providences, such 
as surprising preservations, sudden conversion, and zealous co- 
operation of recent enemies, and the dreadful fates of perse- 
cuting tyrants. But is the Christian marvellous to include also 
jStich miraculous powers as those of the first age, and not only 
such things of this nature as are well attested in the Christian 
history, but also every sort of prodigy that the wild imagination 
of a poet may be willing to indulge itself in inventing? 
In our author's bands Christianity is amply supplied with this 
last r e q u i s i te for the proposed contest; for he has introduced 
some of the most foolish extravagances that ever popish fancy 
mistook for grandeur. There is a silly and monstrous story of 
Paul the hermit, and his tame lion, and his prophetic inspira- 
tions. There is another about the Virgin Mary making a pro- 
gress through purgatory. There are ill-managed tales of the 
intervention of angels. And eten the Almighty is brought in 
view as an interlocutor with some of the celestial personages ; 
a presumption rewarded with deserved failure ih Milton, a 
pure irreligious folly in any succeeding poet. M- Chateau- 
briand is utterly unfit, as ap author , for the invisible world ; he 
there instantly loses the whole of that portion of reason which 
is barely enough, hardly enough, to regulate his movements 
on the r;eal world of land and water ; for even in his mere 
njprtai scenes of action and passion, there is too often a sick- 
ening excess. Every thing is to be sentimental, or eloquent, 
or tragical. And not seldom he is all this, even in a high de- 
gree; but what is he to do in the intervals, as he has uo fa- 
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culty for any sort of reasoning ? — he must resolutely endeavour 
to be still pathetic and still eloquent. 

His grand talent, as we have had occasion, in a forme* 4 in- 
stance, to observe, is that of painting ; and. in this he really 
-does very eminently excel. The fair, the sublime, and th* 
tremendous scenes and phenomena of nature ; the actual forms 
or the monumental remains of human magnificence; dreadful 
situations and transactions of human beings, and the exterior 
exhibitions of all the passions, are comprised within the sphere 
over which he has a despotic command. There is too a pen- 
siveness of feeling and reflection, which is very pleasing when 
• it is quite clear of extravagance. 

His Roman Catholic faith has an unfortunate effect on many 
parts of the work, which it despoils of all dignity, by glaring 
out in so many puerile extravagances. It destroys also, by a 
number of superstitious rites ana ceremonies, the simplicity of 
primitive Christianity, 

While displaying the pagan persecutions, we should be glad 
to know what our author thought of the history of the ecclesi- 
astical Rome, its pontiffs, its holy office, and its countless my* 
riads of Christian victims. 

Ail we are furnished with the means of knowing of the trans- 
lation, is, that it is easy, agreeable, and correct language. 
There is a shameful negligence in matters of orthography. 
Thus, Philopcemen is repeatedly printed Philopaeraon ; Seja- 
nusis Seganus ; there are Cyprien, Maximinien (for Maximian), 
Sebastien-, Jambilicus for Jamblicbus ; Sozomaq for Sozomen ; 
Varres for Verres ; and a multitude of other such blunders. 

Art. III. A Treatise on some practical Points -relative to the Diseases of 
the Eye. By the late John Cunningham Saunders, Demonstrator of 
Anatomy at St Thomas's Hospital, Founder and Surgeon of the Lon- 
don Infirmary for curing Diseases of the Eye. To which is added a 
short Account of the Author's Life, and his Method of curing the 
Congenital Cataract, by his Friend and Colleague, J. R. Farre, M.D. 
The whole illustrated by coloured Engravings. 8to. pp. 216. Price 
coloured 1/. Us.£d. plain, i/. lx. Longman and Co. 1811. 

HTH1S is not one of those ephemeral productions, which are 
intended to advertise an author's name and residence; * It 
is, on the contrary, a work of sterling excellence; andfevpry 
one capable of moral or intellectual sympathy, will lament 
that its author did not live to enjoy the reputation* and 
emolument which its publication would have conferred upon 
him. 

It was known, for some time previous to Mr. Saunders** 
death, that he bad it in contemplation to draw up a series of 
essays on the most important diseases of the eye ; an under- 
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tta&ing for which he was not less eminently qualified, by the 
extensive sphere of observation which he had before him at 
the " Eye Infirmary," than by the powers of his excellent 
understanding, and his habits of patient observation and nice 
discrimination. In the execution of this plan he experienced 
considerable interruption from his various professional en* 
gagements; and more especially from the state of his health, 
which soon compelled him to pause : he lived to complete 
only the three first essays, contained in the volume before us, 
xtnd even these had not received his final correction. The 
remaining portion of the materials consisted of notes and 
cases, from which his judicious editor has collected fact9 
which iie justly observes wejre 'too valuable to be lost,' and 
by his own excellent observations and scientific arrangement, 
he has formed them into a connected whole, and stamped 
them with a value which, in a detached state, they nevet 
could have possessed* The concluding chapter, on the con- 
genital cataract, though drawn up from Mr. S.'s notes, is 
enriched by the personal observations of the editor, made 
upon most of the cases, whether public or private, on whom 
Mr. S. operated. 

Such fere the materials of which this votui 
and it b but justice to Dr. Farre to observe, 
this monument to the memory of his friend 9 
himself with a delicacy and propriety highly 
fab own character ; appearing infinitely less . 
bit himself, than to describe faithfully what 1 
plished by Mr. Saunders. Of the merits pf tl 

Practitioner, it is not easy tQ sneak in terms of too high praise. 
he volume now before us will prove how much might have • 
been expected from his talents and industry, had his life been 
spared ; and how much the public have lost by his prema- 
ture death. 

The biographical memoir of the author prefixed to the 
essays, is exceedingly brief; the editor having, intentionally, 
noticed those circumstances alone of his life, which were 
connected with bis public character. It appears that Mr. 
Saunders was indisputably the founder of the Institution for 
the Diseases of the Eye, tq which his time and his talents 
were most assiduously devoted ; and which he had the hap- 
piness to tee fully established in the public opinion, and 
receiving extension and liberal patronage. It was in the 
course of his practice at this institution, that Mr. Saunders 
carried on those investigations, and established the improve- 
ments, of which we shall now endeavour to present a brief 
account to our readers, and which we think, with the com- 
mittee who paid so respectful and honourable a tribute to his 
Vol. VIII. 4£ 
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memory, Jntitle him to rank among tbs benefactors of man- 
Kind. '['.'. 

The first essay is "on inflammation of the conjunctiva in 
infants." Jt commences with some judicious observations on 
the tendency of the commonly received .appellation of this 
disease (purulent ophthalmia) to mislead the judgment of the 
young and inexperienced surgeon, for being taken from the 
most prominent symptom of the disease, it may lead him to 
overlook that stage of the inflammation which precedes the 
formation of a purulent discharge. This primary stage of 
the inflammation, Mr. Saunders observes, commences ' by a 
slight redness on the inside of the eyelids, particularly about 
the inner canthi ; they are soon covered witn a gluey matter, 
which quickly inspissating, fastens them together, and when 
they are forcibly opened, a large gush of tears succeeds. 
The eyelids tumify very soon ; the viscid discharge increases 
in quantity, and speedily assumes a purulent form, whilst the 
tumefaction of the palpebrae increases.* The. inflammation 
n6w passes into that state which attracts more vulgar notice, 
and the conjunctiva becomes excessively vascular, and of a 
fine scarlet colour, resembling, to use the author's illustration, 
* a finely injected festal stomach. 9 As the disease advances, 
the cornea becomes cloudy, and the extent of this cloudiness, 
marks the degree of approaching slough, for it is by slough- 
ing of the cornea that vision is destroyed in this disease. 
This change of appearance is not a mere opacity of tne cor- 
nea, (which is often the mark of a healthy action which is 
about to repair the breach in the cornea) but a peculiar 
duskiness antecedent to the loss pf substance, sure sign 
that such loss is about to take place. The extent to which 
this will go, generally becomes evident in about twenty-four 
hours ; the dusky portion becomes elevated and apparently 
lessened in extent, a groove or fissure forms around it, and 
the slough separates either entire or in fragments, which are 
carried off by the tears or the discharge; If the disease ad- 
vances still further, the ulcer thus formed becomes again 
sloughy, and by the repetition of this process the last lamina 
of the cornea is destroyed ; or, being protruded by the pres- 
sure from within, it bursts, the aqueous humour escapes, the 
iris passes through the breach in the cornea, and the ulcer 
being indisposed to heal, successive portions of the iris are 
protruded, which, in their turn ulcerate, and the cbrystalline 
and vitreous humours all issue at the orifice. This is the 
most violent form of the disease. In its more moderate 
forms, it still produces opacities or specks on the cprnea by 
the ulcerative process. , Mr. S. considers .this inflammation 
as strictly erysipelatous. His editor, probably with more ap~ 
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curacy, regards it as the acute inflammation of mucous mem- 
branes. ^ 

The mode of treatment which Mr. S. has laid down fortbp 
various stages of this formidable disease, appears to us to be 
marked with great accuracy and discrimination. 

c Setting out on the principle, that the Restriction of the eye is ac- 
complished by a mortification of the whole or a part of the cornea, or 
that Timo: 
ulceration 
of stimuli 
in the o 
should b< 
the bites 
be profus 
extreme v 
plied, so 
which wil 
the tumd 

a, sign of snbsidtng inflammation, thedischaige wtll become mdre' rt&f 
and bland in its appearance, ;and the vesaela within the* conjunctiva and 
sclerotica wilt begio to appear.,! Jn the space of t^entjHpur houro* Uw 
danger wdU be considerably dixninjaheo , j an4 the aoapWogiptic plan beja£ 
a jijde lopger continued, the activity of the disease will he subdued ; then 
by the use of mild astringents, the discharge will' gradually cease, in the. 
course of a fortnight or three weeks* and the eye will be free frbjna^the 
most trifling defect,' p. 8: ..'....• 

Mr. Saunders disapproves of scarification in. this disease*,' 
because it is inefficient from the small quantity of blood whick 
is thus obtained, and in the active stage of the " 
always injurious, and aggravates the symptoms 
sequent stage, whejq ; the. active inflammatiot 
but the conjunctiva remains turgid, with blood 
it improper ; for if there be. either ulceration ( 
must interrupt the refrtocaijve process which is 
ntence. Such is the mode of treatment tp.be pursued while* 
the inflammation is active, and no disorganization has taken' 
place. If the sloughing process has commenced, and the mof-' 
tified portion of/the cornea is about tb separate, the inflamma-- 
tioq has become moderate, and a ns must 11 

now be employed. Gentle ones Mr. S. A 

generally preferred a solution of a! 3r, con** 

taining iron! two to six grains in eai stage of 

the disease it, is. of tfie utmost impoi itipcj of 

the aye should be determined by frequent ^xapjination ; for if 
the ulcer of the- cornea should again becojme sloughy,, after the- 
separation < of the dead part, the tonic plaa, of treatment must' 
be ipstanjtty adapted: *Mr, Saunders preferred -the extractum 

4E2 
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cinchonae, on account of its convenient form, and he observes 
that he has given six grains of it every four hours in this stage 
of the disease, to an infant of a month old, with the happiest 
effect; the sloughy surface has ceased to spread, it has become 
healthy, and granulation has rapidly succeeded. The ap- 
pearances of the eye, in these different stated, are described by 
Mr. S. with a precision, which proves his great accuracy of 
observation. The sloughy surface is * cindery, ragged, -flac- 
culent; whereas the healing surface is besmeared with lymph, 
-which adheres firmly to the surface on which it*is poured out ; . 
, deposited' in the lamina of the cornea, sur« 
, ana vessels advance towards it from the scle- 
be seen, as it were, running into the lymph/ 
has once assumed this appearance, it may be 
rf danger. 

i the more full in our account of tfcis valuable. 
JB^say, because the disease to which it relates is; of very' fre- 
quent occurrence, and often proves fatal to the delicate struc- 
ture of the eye. We may ada that we have never taet with a 
more perfect essay upon any disease ; and if it produces the 
improvement which it ought to do, in the treatment of the dis- 
ease, we may venture to predict that blindness will rarely bap- 
pen, except in those instances in which the assistance of art is 
sought too late. 

The second chapter is on " Inflammation of the Iris," an 
affection of that organ which was first noticed by Mr. Saun- 
ders, and which cannot be better described than io bis own 
words. — 

' As soon as this delicate and irritable substance is attacked with in- 
flammation, the brilliancy of its colour fades, it becomes thickened and 
puckered, the inner margin is turned towards the chrystalline lens, and 
the pupil is exceedingly contracted. The vascularity of the sclerotica is 
very great, whilst that of the conjunctiva remains much asf usual; and it • 
may be easily perceived, that the plexus o£ vessels Hes within the litter 
tunc. The inosculations of those minute vessels are very numerous, and 
form a species of zone in the junction of. the sclerotica and transparent 
cornea, The vessels disappear at this part, as they penetrate the sclera* 
tica> in order to pass to the inflamed iris, and are not continued over the , 
transparent cornea, as in. a case of simple ophthalmia. The irritation, on . 
exposure to light, is distressing ; and the patient is much incommoded 
by any pressure on the globe of the eye, or by its rapid and sudden mo- 
tions. Considerable uneasiness is felt over the eyebrow, and acute, lan- 
cinating pains, shoot through the orbit towards the brain. Occasionally, * 
when the inflammation is violent, and extends to the other tunics, the eye 
is totally destroyed By suppuration. : But it rarely advances to this ex- 
treme. The inflammation generally terminates in the. adhesive stage. ^ 
Jiymph is then deposited on the anterior surface of the iris, and between 
thairisandcantaktfthechiystalitQe lens; and often «a so large »<juan , 
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thy, as to extend through the pupil, and to drop pendulous to the bottom 
of die anterior chamber. If this process be not interrupted, the pupil is 
entirely obliterated, or the iris adhere* to the capsule of the chrvstalline 
lens, leaving only a very minute aperture, which is most pommonly occu- 
pied by an opaque portion of the capsule, or of organized lymph, and the 
patient is totally blind. Red vessels appear on the anterior portion of the 
iris, running in a thin adventitious membrane, which the adhesive process 
caused to be formed. This is the usual catastrophe of an inflamed iris, 
abandoned to the natural process.' p. 21. 

In the treatment of this disease, before lymph : 
deposited, and the action of the vessels of the iris 
increased, Mr. S. recommends the adoption of the n 
treatment j observing, that * bleeding in a degree si 
reduce the pulse very considerably,' most active 
and deprivation of solid food, will be hardly sufficie 
its progress. 9 He strongly urges, therefore, then 
abstraction from one to two pounds of blood, or \ 
sufficient to impair the force of the heart, withii 
twenty-four hours. This may be taken either froi 
poral artery or the arm, and must be followed by th 
of active purgatives, by small doses of tartarized antimony, so 
as to affect the pulse, and by topical bleeding with leeches, so 
as to keep up a perpetual oozing of blood from the neighbour* 
ing vessels, and to prevent the complete turgescence of those 
which are inflamed. If the inflammation should be checked 
in its first stage by this treatment, the cure will be completed, 
by covering the eye with a weak solution of cerussa acetata, 
and excluding the light, until the iris has recovered the exer- 
cise of its functions. Most commonly, however, the inflamma- 
tion passes into the adhesive stage, and lymph is deposited 
betwixt the iris and the capsule, which becomes organized, and 
unites them together. But, even in this state, much may still 
be done, while the lymph is soft and yielding, and the inge- 
nuity of Mr. S. has happily suggested the employment of the 
extract of Belladonna, in this stage of the disease, in which it 
is a most valuable remedy. The power which this vegetable 
extract has over the iris, we believe was first noticed by Pro* 
fessor Reimarus, of Gottingen ; but the application of thia 
fact to the important object now under our notice, was made 
by Mr. Saunders. Thus the discoveries of one age, or of onq 
individual, after remaining a long time useless or neglected, 
are appropriated and applied by anojther, who thus confers 
a more signal benefit upon society than the original discoverer. 
The iris, when inflamed, is always excessively contracted, 
from the mere irritation of its muscular fibres, and perfectly 
independant of the admission of light ; and in this condition 
of the organ, the adhesion formed by the organized lymph 
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would render the eye totally useless, since the pupil, though 
never entirely obliterated, is too small for distinct vision, and 
is commonly occupied by opaque matter. . In this state, there- 
fore, it is important to dilate the pupil as much as possible, 
that when the' adhesion of the iris and capsule shall be com- 
pleted, an aperture may still remain sufficiently large to trans- 
mit the rays of light to the retina. For tins-purpose, the ex- 
tract of Belladonna, applied upon the surface of the eye, is a 
perfect specific, and destroys for a time both the sympathetic 
' and associated motions of the iris ; and such is its power over 
this organ that Mr. S. observes that he always found it produce an 
increased dilatation of the pupil even in the widely dilated iris 
connected with perfect insensibility of the retina. Mr. Saun ? 
ders found this inflammation to be not unfrequently connected 
with syphilis, in which case the specific remedy must be vigo- 
rously employed, connecting with that the employment of the 
Belladonna. Five cases of inflammation of the iris are added 
which sufficiently exemplify the mode of treatment Jn both 
varieties of the disease. 

' The third chapter is " ofi the cure of inversion of the upper 
eye-lid, by excision of the tarsus.'* 

After some general observations on the structure and uses 
of the eyelid which are worthy of the pen of Paley, Mr. Saun- 
ders describes with peculiar force and accuracy the painful 
inconveniences occasioned by this troublesome disease. la 
its early stages he thinks the operation recommended by Dr. 
Cram pton will be generally found successful, but when the 
tarsus has acquired an unconquerable inclination towards the 
£ye, constantly fretting and irritating its irritable and delicate 
surface it is altogether inefficient, and in this state of the dis-* 
ease Mr. Saunders recommends the extirpation of the tarsus. 
He observes that he has performed the operation with the 
happiest result, that it is at once simple and efficient, and that 
its subsequent rs even still more simple, that it is followed by 
no pain or uneasiness, and occasions but very litte deformity ; 
much less than thedisease which it is intended to remedy. In 
performing the operation the circumstance to be chiefly 
regarded is to a Void dividing the fibres of the levator palpebnc. 
The fibres of this muscle were conjectured by Dr. Crampton 
to hav6 their insertion in the integuments and conjunctiva, a 
conjecture which Mr. S. on examining the organ with refer- 
ence to this particular object found to be correct. Upon this 
circumstance the success of the operation depends, for though 
the tarsus may be removed, yet the muscle and its insertion 
remaining entire, the eyelid is sufficiently elevated for distinct 
vision, it has lost indeed do important mechanical support^ but 
its apparatus for motion remains uninjured. 
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The fourth chapter treats " of some of the more important 
terminationsfof opnthalmia," arranged under the separate heads 
of effusion by a coagulable lymph — suppuration — slough, and 
ulceration. Under each pf these divisions we meet with many 
valuable observations, selected from the author's notes; 
but for the scientific arrangement of these detached facts, and 
the masterly sketches by which they are formed into a con- 
nected whole, we are indebted entirely to the editor. Not- 
withstanding the perfect transparency of the cornea, yet it is 
susceptible of very high degrees or inflammation, of which 
one of the most common consequences is the effusion of coa- 

fulable lymph between its anterior lamellae, and especially 
etwixt its surface and the conjunctiva. Although the 
opacity thus produced may be total, yet if the inflammation 
pauses before the lymph becomes organized, the interstitial 
texture being simply loaded," the lymph will be removed by 
the absorbents, on the decline of that action which caused its 
effusion. If however the inflammatory action prevails, the 
organization of the lymph commences by red vessels from the 
sclerotica and conjunctiva advancing towards it in straight 
lines, the thicker layer first receiving them, beyond which 
there is a fainter circle of lymph diffused around. By active 
treatment this stage of inflammation may be arrested, and the 
effusion being checked, the ifed vessels will contract and dis-^ 
appear, and the cornea recovers its transparency. But some- 
times the adhesive , inflammation will pervade the anterior 
chamber of the eye,' and lymph will be deposited between 
the cornea and the iris, varying however in quantity from a 
line in the form of a crescent to masses which may rise to the 
margin of the pupil, or even above it, in the; form of irregular 
masses. If the inflammation should extend to the posterior 
chamber also, * then the capsule of the chrystalline lens will 
become opaque, the pupil will adhere to it, or even be filled 
with coagulable lymph, remaining fixed, irregular in its 
figure, or very much contracted.* To preserve the eye under 
such circumstances requires the most active treatment, for. if 
the effusion is not checked, and the growth of new vessels 
prevented, the inflammation will commonly prove fatal to the 
structure of the organ. The following observations on the 
diagnosis of syphilitic and simple inflammation of the iris are 
too important not ta be transcribed* 

* In the syphilitic inflammation, the iris is much more thickened and 

{rackered, the texture appears more changed, the irritation on exposure to 
ight is less, the pain is most intense at night, red vessels are seen in the 
substance of the ins— a circumstance not often observed in the early stage 
of simple inflammation of the iris, in which patients, from the severity of 
the pain, are sooner induced to "apply for relief— the pupil is not to much 
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contracted as in the simple inflammation ; and although the general 
appearance of disease be greater, the pain is actually less, the blindness is 
often total ; to which, perhaps, may be added, that the lymph is deposited* 
as it were, in drops, and assumes a tubercular appearance.* p. 64. 

From the observations on the termination by suppuration we 
shall merely extract the following observations on the means 




founded on this circumstance ; but the figure of the matter 
deposited affords a ground of discrimination ; the lymph rises 
in irregular masses, the pus maintains a level. 9 We have 
already given so full an account of Mr. Saunders's views of 
the termination of inflammation of the conjunctiva by slough- 
ing of the cornea that we shall be excused for parsing over that 
portion of the present chapter with little notice. We may 
observe, however, that we were by no means prepared to find 
inflammation of the conjunctiva in the adult so frequent a 
disease as it appears to be from the records of the Infirmary. 
From the 25th of March 1806 to the 31st of December 180$, 
133 adults and children were cured of acute inflammation of 
the conjunctiva, while the number of infants admitted was 
only 182, Mr. Saunders considered the disease in both as 
perfectly identical, and his treatment of course was the same ; 
active evacuation at the commencement, and the tonic plan of 
treatment as soon as the inflammatory action was subdued. He 
has pointed out with admirable precision the appearances 
which must direct the practitioner in his adoption of these 
opposite modes of practice, and nothing can exceed, the 
felicity and skill with which he appears to have applied them 
to the cases which came und$r his $wn care/ - The ^editor 
observes that it was Mr. Saunders's intention to have. drawn up 
an essay on the inflammation, of the conjunctiva in adults in 
which he would have particularly considered the granular 
state of the conjunctiva which is sometimes the conseouence 
of acute inflammation and protracts the disease in the chronic 
form* In these inveterate cases of such a morbid change of 
structure he intended to recommend what he had long prac-r 
tised with success, the excision of the granular portion of the 
conjunctiva with a pair of scissars, and the frequent injection 
of a solution of alum, or nitrate of silver to prevent its repro- 
duction. 

Ulceration of tjie cornea, or pustules of the conjunctiva 
which generally terminate in ulceration of the cornea,' consti- 
tute by far tfiu largest class of diseases of the eye, at least in* 
large cities, such as Loudon, and are in the work before us 
regarded as unequivocally of ftnwtfmi Qrigin, They *W 
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chiefly the consequence of improper food, cold, and im- 
pure air, and hence the children of the affluent suffer as 
well as those of the poor. The milder cases yield to a few 
doses of calomel and rhubarb, (not too frequently repeated) and 
a purer atmosphere; but if the ulcers are indisposed to heal 
and the inflammation is not acute, the healing is promoted 
by injecting upon them a solution of nitrate of silver in the 

{proportion of two grains to an ounce of distilled water, 
f however the inflammation should be in excess, occasioning 
a deposition of lymph beyond what the healing process re- 
quires, then general or topical bleeding according to cir- 
cumstances, and frequent cathartics are requisite. Stimulant 
applications must be avoided ; and a cold dilute solution of 
acetate of lead, or a tepid decoction of poppies must be 
applied according to the feelings of the patient. The con* 
dition however ot the anterior cWnber, and its parietes must 
at all times be vigilantly attended to, as it affords the best 
means of estimating the danger, and regulating the treatment. 
Protrusion of the iris is a frequent consequence of sloughing, 
and ulceration of the cornea threatening at once the beauty 
and utility of the organ. The object of medical treatment 
in such cases must be to 'regulate the. effusion of lymph, 
which is necessary for the restoration of the part, by correct- 
ing its defect or excess. 9 — If the destruction of the part is 
going on by the sloughing process, the adhesive inflammation 
roust be excited by the cinchona, assisted by proper local 
applications ; if the lymph is poured out in excess, the ac- 
tion must be reduced by bleeding to its salutary degree, 
when the healing process will go on with rapidity. 

The fifth Chapter is entitled " illustrations of some of the 
more important changes of strupture in the eye. 9 ' It contains 
descriptions of amaurosis combined with cataract, and also of 
amaurosis preceding the disorganization of the eye, and the 
protrusion of fungi both malignant and non malignant in their 
nature. The account of these diseases is brief, and indeed to 
have given a finished history of them would have required long 
continued opportunities of careful observations: brief as they 
are however they are valuaBle* and the editor has added to 
their value, by an excellent note pointing out other varieties 
of this disease. That form of amaurosis, he observes, which 
is combined, with cauuract, is sufficiently distinguished by " a 
pupil somewhat dilated and still, or sluggishly contracting 
over *a. yellowish lens, even in strong light, with a tendency 
in the vessels on the anterior part of the globe to assume a 
fascicular arrangement. There is* a second, and by far, the 
loost coounon form of amaurosis in which the pupil is not 
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only motionless or nearly so, but is also • contracted and ir- 
regular, and the humors are misty. ' This likewise seems 
to be an organic disease, and Although slowerin its progress 
than the former, is generally incurable. In a third form of 
amaurosis, which is commonly called Gotta serena, a simple 
loss of sensibility in the retinae, whether it is idiopathic or 
symptomatic is ascertained by observation on the pupil. 
. As asymptomatic affection it is in recent cases capable of 
being cured.r*-First, , when it is accompanied with paralysis of 
the upper eye-lids and a flushed face, marking arterial con- 
gestion in the encephalon. Secondly, when it arises from 
the disordered functions of the abdominal viscera, but es- 
pecially of the alimentary canal or of the uterus* Thirdly 
when it attends syphilitic inflammation of the iris. The first is 
cured by active depletion, by a gentle but long continued 
mercurial course, and by a very abstemious diet ; the se- 
cond, by ^restoring the function*; the third, by the specific 
remedy. 

The sixth and last chapter is " on the Congenital cataract" 
~and contains a detailed account of what Mr. Saunders has- 
done to improve this interesting department of surgery. 
Until his attention was fortunately engaged upon it, this pe- 
culiar form of Cataract had received no distinct consideration ; 
and the unhappy subjects of it were permitted to pass the 
most important and valuable years of early life (as far as re* 
gards moral mid physical education) in a state of partial or 
total blindness. Nor was even this, great as it was, the only 
disadvantage of their condition. According to a general 
law of the animal economy, 'the retina from long inactivity be- 
comes less sensible, and the muscles of the eye, acquire a 
rolling unsteady motion which not only increases the hazard 
and difficulty of an operation, but for a long period of time 
renders it impossible, by any effort of volition, to direct the 
eye to an object with sufficient steadiness for the purposes of 
distinct and useful vision. The advantages thereforb of ope- 
rating in early infancy are incalculable, but tb this period, 
of life the extract ion atti depression of the lens are perfectly in- 
applicable, the first 'being too hazardous and difficult even in 
the hands off. the most dexterous 6perator; and the- nature of 
the congenital cataract rendering the last impracticable in 
most instances— In by far the greater number or instances the 
congenital cataract is' caps^lcuythat is the lens jiaving becohie 
opaque is removed by tne'actifcn'rif the absorbents, and the 
anteriorlamellaa of theeapsulet^lirtnguptm the' posterior, they 
unite, and form a white-opaque' and very elastic membrane 
This change bad taken place more or less completely in 21 
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of 44 cases upon which Mr. S. operated. Of the remaining 
23^ 10 were cases, of solid lens either totally or partially 
opaque, 9 were soft and opaque, with or without opacity of 
the capsule, and 4 were cases of fluid cataract. — It is obvious 
that in by far the greater number of these cases the operation 
ofextraction or depression could not be employed, and Mr. S, 
merits the highest praise for having suggested and brought 
to perfection an operation at once simple, efficacious, easily 
performed, and applicable to all varieties of the disease. It 
consists in making a permanent aperture in the centre of, 
the capsule, not exceeding the natural size of the pupil, the 
object of the operation being to destroy this portion of the 
capsule (that it may not be closed up by the adhesive process) 
without dislocating the lens. — Previous to the operation Mr. S. 
applied the extract of Belladonna diluted with water to the 
consistence of cream to the eye or eyelids ; in the space of 
half an hour or an hour this had produced its full effect upon 
the iris, and he then proceeded to perform the operation with 
the aid of the ftcessary assistants to secure the patient. He 
employed Pellier*s elevator to raise the lid and fix the eyo-ball, 
and the needle which he prepared was small, sharp pointed, 
and had a cutting edge from its shoulders to the point, and 
was so thin as to penetrate with the utmost ease. Mr. S. opera- 
ted upon the anterior or posterior surface of the cataract ac- 
cording to circumstances ; in the former case the needle was 
made to penetrate the cornea near its junction with the 
sclerotica ; in the latter, the puncture was made in the scle- 
rotica, and tHe needle was passed carefully behind the iris. 
When the needle had reached the centre of the pupil, be 
* worked cautiously upon the centre of the capsule with 
a lateral motion, and having made a sufficient opening he 
gently sent the needle into the body of the lens (where 
the capsule contained one) and carefully opened its texture 
without disturbing its situa ion. By this means the lens is 
completely exposed to the action of the aqueous humour by 
which it is gradually dissolved/ though sometimes not without 
a necessity for opening its texture by several successive ope- 
rations,, a fortnight at least being interposed between each. 
It is one of the great advantages of this operation that it 
rarely excises inflammation, and though it is more slow, yet 
it is more certain than any other ; when the disease is en- 
tirely capsular more freedom may be used with the needle, as 
there is less danger of inflammation ; the fluid cataract some- 
times excites a good deal of inflammation. The greatest 
success attended the operation, when performed between 
eighteen months and four years of age, the editor re- 
commends two years as. jthe best age-r-The number of^ 
operations, requisite to^ctfe^t.a cure may vary from- one 
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to six. With respect to the best mode of operating in the 
adult cataract it does not appear that Mr. S. nad come to a 
positive conclusion ; he was satisfied of the superiority of his 
operation in the soft cataract, but its positive superiority in all 
the varieties of cataract he was aware could only be determined 
by a fair and long continued comparative, trial of the various 
modes of operating, owing to the very slow solution of a hard 
lens in the aqueous humour ; he was inclined to prefer the ope- 
ration of extraction in that variety of the disease, but the 
editor appears to be doubtful if he would ultimately have 
conceded even thus much in favour of extraction. When 
however be performed bis operation of the caprfule in this 
variety of the disease, he was particularly careful to leave 
asufficientportion of the anterior lamella of the capsule around 
the circumference of the lens to retain it in its position, as its 
dislocation and consequent pressure on the iris produced a 
bazardoud inflammation which it was hardly possible to cotw 
troul by the most active treatment. « 

A number of plates very beautifully executed and ad* 
mirabty coloured accompany this volume, they serve to 
illustrate either the more remarkable appearances of disease 
in the eye, or particular circumstances necessary to be at- 
tended in operating. Their value is considerably increased 
l>y copious explanations. 

Such are the principal contents of this interesting volume, 
which exhibits proof throughout, of superior understanding, 
nice discrimination, patient investigation and manly decision. 
It is painful to think that the labour of such a man should 
have been closed, when his powers had reached their full 
maturity, and when bis valuable attainments were opening to 
him a boundless field of honorable and useful exertion. 

Ait. IV. Esiays on Song-writing; with a collection of such English 
songs as are most eminent for poetical merit. By John Aikin, a new 
edition, with additions and corrections, and a supplement, by B. H. 
Evaos. 12mo. Evans, 1810. 

Art. V. Focal Poetry, or a select collection of English songs. To 
which is prefixed an Essay on Song- writing. By John Aikin, M. D. 
i2mo. Johnson and Co. 1810. 

Art. VI. Letters to John jftkin, M. D. on his volume of vocal poetry* 
and on his " Essays on Song- writing ; with a collection of such English 
songs as are most eminent for poetical merit." Published originally by 
himself in the jear 1772; and republished by R. H. Evans, in the year 
1810. By James Plumptre, B. D. Fellow of Clarehall, Cambridge. 
To which are a deled a collection of songs revised and altered by the 
Editor; with some original songs. 12mo. Rivingtbn. 1811. 

QUR readers, are, no doubt, acquainted with the ingenious 
essays on bong-writing by Dr. Aikin, which first mad* 
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their appearance in 1772, accompanied by a collection 
of some of the best English songs, intended as exemplifi- 
cations of the author's ideas upon the subject. The 
copyright expired, the book was out of print, and its scarcity, 
moreover, having, we are told, long been a subject of po- 
pular regret, Mr. Evans, of Pall-mall, undertook a new edition 
of the work. 

1 The many years which have elapsed,' says Mr. E. in his advertise- 
ment, * since the publication of the last edition, seemed to leave no nope 
that Dr. Aikin could be prevailed on to gratify the public by a revision and 
enlargement of his work. He had declined the task in the prime and 
vigour of life ; and he might now think it unbecoming his years, to engage 
in a republication of thesenugse canorae.— Tlirfle ttnifts amor, the doctor might 
exclaim, and though we might be pleased to sec his volume ranged by the 
side of those of Percy, Ellis, and some other similar publications, yet he 
has abandoned the friendly office of t^evision to other hands. 9 

But Mr. Evans l( reckoned without his host,'* and was, it 
seems, rather deceived in his Calculations. Instead of receiving 
the thanks of Dr. Aikin for taking charge of his literary pro- 

feny, our editor finds his services regarded as officious : and, 
e may, perhaps, consider the doctor from his conduct on 
the present occasion, as bearing some resemblance to those 
animals who, if their young ones are looked at or handled, 
forsake or destroy them. Soon after the appearance of Mr. 
Evans's book, Dr. Aikin "found it necessary" to declare, by 
public advertisement, that he had never been consulted on 
the republication of the Essays, and had no concern what* 
ever in it. Another bantling is immediately sent forth, which, 
enjoying the advantage of being owned by its parent as a 
legitimate production, steps f(?rward a candidate for public 
favour, in opposition to its discarded elder brother. — In the 
advertisement which appears in the book itself Dr. Aikin 
makes no'direct allusion to Mr. Evans's publication. 

c As inquiries,' he says, * were still from time to time made after the 
.work, the editor was asked the question whether he had any intention 
of reprinting it ; accompanied with the intimation, that, as the copyright 
was expired, should he decline the business, others would be ready to . 
undertake, it. — Unwilling that his book should again be given to the 
public with all its imperfections on its head, he was obliged to declare, 
that if it were reprinted at all, it should be with many material alterations, 
corresponding to his own change of taste and opinion in various points 
during so long an interval. — Under these almost compulsory circumstances, 
although he perhaps should not now have chosen for the first time to ap- 
pear as the collector of productions, the general strain of which is more 
suitable to an earlier periojl of life, yet he thought he aught without im- 
propriety avail himself of the opportunity of making a new and much, 
mote extends, rejection of compositions which will not cease to befit. 
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vourites with the lovers of elegant poetry, whatever be the vicissitude i 
of general taste/ 

. Thus two kindred but rival performances upon this im- 
portant subject, present themselves to view almost at the 
same moment, like the two kings of Brentford in the Re*' 
hear sal. And thus the canse for " popular regret" which 
was afforded by the scarcity of the former work, is happily and 
effectually removed. 

But to be serious — it certainly does appear somewhat 
strange that Dr. Aikin was not consulted by Miv Evans about 
the republication of his work, though some authors, perhaps, 
would have thought it hardly worth their while to trouble 
themselves about the matter. However, with such, an ele- 
gant and attractive little volume before us as his Vocal Poetry, 
we must own ourselves under some obligation to Dr. Aikin 
for feeling and acting as he has done on this occasion. On 
the other hand, we are not disposed to call Mr. Evans to a, 
very, severe account for republishing another man's work 
, without his permission, because we find it by no means un- 
interesting to compare the doctors present ideas upon the 
subject in question, with those which be entertained at the 
commencement of his literary life. 

The essays republished by Mi*. Evans are four in number* 
one on song-writing in general, and. one on each of the three 
classes into which the collection of songs was originally dis- 
tributed, namely, ballads and pastoral songs ? passionate and 
descriptive, and ingenious arid witty songs: an arrangement^ 
formed upon manner rather than subject. In the volume pub-' 
Hshed by Dr. Aikin himself a n.ew arrangement of the songs 
is given, with a single preliminary essay, in which he tells us 
there is scarcely a sentence copied from his former work. 
We must content ourselves with a very brief notice of these 
publications, confining. our remarks chiefly to Dr, Aikin's 
own edition. 

He begins his essay by remarking, that aotiently the al* 
liance between poetry and music appears to have been con- 
stant; but that in process of time, as poetry took a wider range, 
the accompaniment of music was laid aside as inconvenient; 
still, however, he observes, musical tones continued to be 
associated with a, large class of compositions, to which was 
given the denomination of Lyric Potty, comprehending s 
great variety of topics, whicb fall within the province of the 
modern ode and song. 

* Relinquishing to the ode the more elevated sibjects and elaborate ex* 
ertidns of the lyric muse, song chiefly confines itself to lighter topics, sad 
especially delights* to express the pfeasures and pains of lsvc, a*d tht 
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unrestrained hilarity of the convivial board. Not that it entirely discards 
more serious arguments ; but always boring in view a real or possible 
union with vocal music, it regulates itself in its subjects, and the mode 
of treating them, by the usual occasions m .which such music is called or. 
Hence it is precluded from the compass, digression, and inequality of measure 
permitted to the ode ; and for the same reason it adopts a simpler and 
more intelligible style of diction ; not, however, rejecting the rich and : 
glowing, when suited to the subject; and even demanding in most 
cases a high degree of polished elegance.' .* • 

We rather doubt the justness of the distinction here drawn 
between the ode and the 
made to depend upon sufc 
ference between them a 
considering the more digi 
appertaining exclusively 
necessarily limited the f 
prefer the lofty strain c 
which have rejected the si 

In Dr. Aikin's former 
Songs composed the first 
considers the Ballad as 
and, before he treats of t 
posing of the claims' to kin 
of as * an ambiguous spec 
with the song.' 

Ballads he divides into classes : treating, in the first place, 
of the antient Historical or narrative Ballad, with the modern , 
imitations of this species of writing. He next adverts to that - 
ludicrtus and satirical kind of ballad, termed by the French ' 
Vaudeville, streetr poetry, of which the most copious source , 
is party. Those modern ballads are next alluded tcr which*; 
turn upon some comic adventure, or incident in ordinary Jife, . 
such as * Robin Gray/ Prior's * Thief and Cordelier,' and 
' All in the Downs,' by Gay. He then speaks of martial songs, . ; 
which, with us, have had reference chiefly to naval exploits, 
and lastly of the Pastoral Ballad. 

'.Having thus,' says Dr. Aikin, « proceeded through the different forms / 
of kindred and dubious compositions, we come at length to what 1 should - 
led, which as a species of poetical writldg, it 
f this essay critically to consider. If language • 
g the rude efforts of early poetry be the cba- 
le song should be distinguished by the opposite j 
;ctness. It likewise takes a general distinction > 
not admit of continued narrative, but are. rather 
and sentiments. A song, then, may be largely 
ied into portions of returning measure, adafitedto 
vocal music, and turning ' upon tome single thought or feeling. This de- 
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finitton, it will be perceived, leaves a wide scope for particular subject* { 
and indeed I know of no other limitation in this respect than such as arises 
from the propriety of introducing somojtopics, and excluding others, on 
the occasions in which song is usually in request.' 

After remarking that there are not wanting songs of a moral 
cast, in which content, moderation and the tranquil enjoy* 
ment of life are inculcate*), Dr. Aikin goes on to treat of 
those which constitute by far the most numerous class in 
vocal poetry, nataoely, convivial and amatory songs. 

• There is another fund of moral sentiment, if it may be so termed, 
from which both antient lyric poetry and modern songs nave drawn deeply* 
This is the Epicurean system of Ethics, which, from tip consideration of 
the shortness of life, and the uncertainty of human a/Fair,8 derives an in* 
centi re to present pleasure. .This. theme we find perpetually recurring 
in the odes of Anacreon and Horace, whence it has been transplanted . 
into the gay and vocal poetry of modern times, of which it constitutes 
the prevailing strain, ot sentiment. In a certain temperate degree it 
coalesces with the rational philosophy before-mentioned. When carried 
further, it may justly excite the censure of the moralist, whatever in- 
dulgence be pleaded for it on the grounds of precedent and poetical 
fitness. Yet as Milton, in his * Comus, * has not scrupled to let the ad- 
vocate of pleasure be heard, and that, in very persuasive language, trusting 
to the counteraction of more solid arguments in favour of sobriety, it 
might perhaps, be excess of rigour, to banish from song-poetry every 
lively eftusion of this kind.' 

Without contending for the propriety of submitting pro* 
ductions of this nature- to an over-scrutinizing test, we must 
yet he allowed to express our surprise at meeting in both 
collections, with several songs, which, in our opinion, are of 
toolicentious a cast to merit the dictinction conferred upon 
them by Dr. Aikin. Some objectionable compositions inserted 
in the former are, it is true, omitted in the present volume; 
hut we could wish the expurgation had been carried somewhat 
further. Among other pieces of the Moorish complection, 
we noticed particularly a song of Cowley's, which it not in- 
tended to convey, is obviously liable to be understood as con* 
. veying so gross a dquble entendre, that we much wonder Dr. 
Aikin should have permitted it to pass the ordeal. 

A few words follow upon hunting songs and mad songs, 
which latter the author thinks are peculiar to this country : 
and the essay concludes with an account of the sources wbehce 
the best English songs are to be derived. We were upon the 
whole, much pleased with this ingenious little treatise, which 
is composed with all Dr. Aikin's wonted correctness of taste 
and precision of style. 

The first place in the new arrangement of metrical pieces is 
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allotted to some specimens of the pastoral song and ballad. Of 
songs more properly so called, the first division consists of the 
moral and miscellaneous. To these succeed a few convivial 
songs \ which are followed by a pretty copious assortment of 
amatory compositions) occupying more than half the volume. 

Of this collection it is sufficient to observe that it contains 
an assemblage of some of the sweetest flowers of poetry,*— 
not indeed without a slight portion of the noxious weeds, 
in which every language abounds. It will doubtless afford * 
delightful entertainment to all true lovers of metrical lore ; 
and will, we hope, contribute to improve the public taste, 
and excite a disrelish for the insipid noisome trash of which 
too many of oar fashionable songs are composed. In both 
editions many new pieces are introduced: one of which we 
roust indulge ourselves with transcribing. The name of J. Con- 
dor is affixed to k. 

* How bright the Sun's declining rays 

Glitter on yonder ivied spire ! 
How sweet the evening zephyr plays 

Thro* those old trees thatt seem on fire ! 
Beneath those trees how oft I've strayed 

With Mary, rapture in my eyes ! 
Bat flow, alas ! beneath their shade* 

AH that remains of Mary tie* 'I 

< Oh ! can I e'er the sceneforgeti 

TWas such an evening— this die place, 
That first die lovely girl I met, 

* And gazfd upon her angel fiioe. 
The West at Sol's departure Uuik'd* 

And brightened to a crimson hue $ 
Her cheek with kindred tints was flush'd, 
And ah 3 her sun was sinking too. 

« She^died*— and at that v#y hour 

Hope broke her wand, and Pleasure fled. 
Life as a charm has lost its potyeft 

The enchantress of my days h <tead. 
That sun— those scenes where oft' Fvfc Hrdf&' 
' Tran^pttrtediT no' ldttger prize; ( , 
Fotnow, afes J beneath thei^ishadfi " j 
1 Ail th*r renins' of MtftyKes/ 

We now turn to another admirer aod editor jpfr songs, Mr> 
Plumptre ; whose pecfo.ria^nce i% at once 1 of so grave and 
ludicrous a nature that is<Uftkuk. t<* (fotgrrriift* whether it 
tends the most to provoke Jati^fkter or excite resentment. 
We have hinted our objections to some of the pipces in p\*. 
Aikin's anthology:, but Mr. Plurnptre quan-et* with ^loiOs* 
every one of them, and undertakes' to catecUse„ the edjioci 

Vou VIIL *F ^ 
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for publishing a work to which he ascribes a most per- 
nicious tendency. Few lovers of song will, we believe,, 
become converts" to the doctrines laid down by the reverend 
critic ; who contends for the utter rejection of every- piece 
in which mention is made of Venus, Cupid, or the Graces* 
He is equally displeased with any allusion to witches, ghosts, 
and fairies, to fate, fortune or the influence of the stars* Of 
both rapturous and desponding lovers be is the declared 
enemy : affirming v that for a man to give to his mistress the 
titles of lovely angel, dear idol, dwine creature, adorable god- 
dess, is unworthy of a rational being and a Chilian ; and 
that it is equally so to talk of despairing and dying, if hi* 
vows should be rejected, instead of resorting to the ' sacred 
volume,' and' learning resignation. In short, every thing 
offends Mr. P. which does not perfectly accord with plain 
matter of fact, and the sober dictates of right reason. 
He seems to regard the fictions and colourings of a poetic 
fancy as serious violations of truth ; and to be quite in- 
capable of distinguishing between jest and earnest. 

"Born in yon blaze of orient sky," by, Darwin, he says 
has nothing very objectionable in it except that May is 
made a Goddess. — " To fair Fidele's grassy tomb," afford* 
him much because " wailing ghosts, goblins, witches, and 
female fays" are introduced. In Roger's .beautiful song, 
** Dear is my little native vale," he wishes the .hours had 
had some other epithet than " fairy-footed."— Ancfin "round 
Lover's Elysian bowers," by Montgomery, he finds fault 
with " The cloudless heaven of beauty's smile." But that 
our readers may be better able to appreciate Mr. P.'s 
taste and critical talents we will let him speak for him- 
•elf. , 

'In the next song, "Alexis shunn'd his fellow swains," Heaves 
is called upon to shield us all from Cupid? s how "He bow'd* 
obeyd, and died.*' This line shews a want of fortitude in the lover. 
The love of women, .though justly ranking high, is ranked too high 
when a man, on disappointment, falls lifeless.' 

"Ye mariners of England/' deserves the commendation, which you, 
Sir, have bestowed upon it in the note* with resoect to its poetical 
merit; but 1 had (would) rather not have met with such* expressions 

'** 

. *'- The spirits of your fathers 

Shall start From every wave*-* 
• ' With thunders from her native oak 
• - , She quells the floods below. 

< A friend, however, informs me he has been told '« that the firing of 
guns does actually calm the sea : and if we allow this fact, the poetical 
•olounng is not much. 
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1 Bowing before the abar of love (p. 7L) is idolatry. Cowper, in 
his poem on charity, acknowledges how wrong it is to worship or give 
divine praise to any object below the deity himself. 

Oh ! could I worship aught beneath the skies 
That earth hath seen, or fancy can devise* 
Thine altar, sacred liberty, &c. ^ 

•Yet even in this passage* the writer appears to me to go too far. He 
seems to acknowledge the willingness of his soul to render thanks and 
praise to Liberty, but for the prohibition; and the describing the altar 
and mode of worship with so much minuteness, is dwelling upon the 
subject, and that with so much delight,; as looks like » proneness to it, 
which I should be sorry to encourage in my own mind.' 

This is quite sufficient. How exquisite must be Mr. 
Piumptre' s relish for the beauties*of poetry ! Page after page 
is filled with criticisms equally valuable, interspersed with 
various novel and instructive remarks on love, marriage and 
other topics : while 'many a holy text around he strews' in 
aid of his arguments, and many a long-drawn quotation 
from Dr. Aikin's former works to prove him guilty of pub- 
lishing songs which do not convey his real sentiments. We 
have also in the preface a grave Socratic discourse upon the 
sin of making use in quoted passages of Italic characters 
to direct the reader's attention to particular words. 

Mr. Piumptre has thought fit to introduce several devotional 
pieces into his collection, and among the, rest, " Before 
Jehovah's awful .throne,", which, he ascribes to Whitefield, 
though taken from Dr. Watts's -paraphrase of the hundredth 
psalm. 

We will give our readers one sample of the fare pro- 
vided for them by Mr. Piumptre; who seems to be of 
opinion that, if a song have but a moral cas^, the absence 
of every other recommendation is sufficiently compensated 

< The night was dark, and awful was the scene, 
The wind blew high, and loud the billows roar'd 

The snow came drifting, and the frost how keen, 
The heath, alas ! no shelter could afford. 

' VTwas then young Edgar bent his trackless way 
Ella to meet, by whom he was belov'd, 
'Whose charms held o'er his heart despotic sway, 
They'd own'd their passions, and their sires approved* 

4 The proudest gifts, great Nature e'er bestow'd 
On mortals, sure this virtuous pair possessed, 

With wealth too, were they bounteously endow'd, 
And nought they lacked to make each other blcjs'd. 

. > • . 3F 2 
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« But to the will of all-disposing Heaven ^ 
Ere 'tis accomplished human eyes are blind ; 

For down a precipice where mow was drawn 
He fell, and to his God his soul reajgnU 

* Some days elaps'd, when Ella, in despair, 

Found the drear spot that Edgar's corse eontain'd, 
In wild distraction then she tore her hair, 
And in most impious terms high Heaven arraigned. 

* Reason at length recalTd this lovelorn maid, 

Who piously for pardon bent her knee % 
She W00M her dear religion's balmy aid, 
And never more repined at God's decree/ 

We will not offend Mr. Plumptre by controverting thfc 
merits of this charming production, any farther than just 
to observe that there are some expressions in it which 
seem rather inconsistent with his foregoing remarks. It 
i& indeed to be lamented that this well-meaning gentleman, 
who is so totally devoid of poetical taste and judgement, 
should have undertaken to compose, or collect, or revise 
aongs. In dulness and absurdity this performance will not 
easily find an equal, except in the obscure attempts of 
the author to improve the theatre. 



Art. VII. Scripture Characters, in a series of Practical Sermons, 
preached at St. James's Church, Bath, by the Rev. Richard Warner, 
Curate of that Parish, two volumes, 8vo. pp. 492. Wilkie and Robinson, 
1810—1811. 

T^HE slight or more detailed accounts contained in Scripture, 
of the lives and characters of individuals, afford too many 
facilities for conveyiug various kinds of religious instruction, 
not to have been often seized by preachers of different talents 
and communions. The author of the volumes before us, ac- 
cordingly was fully aware, that he trod upon beaten ground. 
But the sermons here given to the public differ, he pretends, 
from former volumes on subjects suggested by the Scriptural 
biography, in being more of a practical than a doctrinal 
nature, and in being sketches rather than portraits. In treating 
such subjects he expected to clothe in an uncommonly alluring 
dress, moral and religious instruction, and to find an oppor- 
tunity of unfolding more effectually, the motives of human 

conduct. . . 

As to Mr. Warner's expectations in handling such topics, 
he himself is the best judge. Wo can only say how he has 
succeeded in the present case; not how he would have suc- 
ceeded, if be had chosen any of the other modes of raising 
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inoral and religious reflections. iPhough we cannot say that 
he is remarkably aiuring, or that he has developed more 
auccesfully than his predecessors, the springs of human con?* 
duct, he might have done worse, in another line of argument. 
He might have been duller and shallower. We can however 
pronounce with greater certainty, as to the originality as- 
cribed by our author, to these sermons. Dr* Hunter's biogra* 
phy, alia Mr. Robinson's characters are as practical as sermons 
can be, to answer the purpose of religious improvement. For 
to attempt to discourse so practically as to lose sight of 
the articles of belief, is to labour in vain : since all the 
duties of religion arise from its principles and are enforced by 
them. Those excellent writers have selected only the promi* 
nent features of each subject and slightly touched upon 
others. 

After all, though we do not think these sermons have the 
precise virtues which Mr* Warner saw in them, they hav0 
somewhat more than ordinary merit. Brief, spirited, often 
beautiful, and sometimes eloquent, these discourses abound, 
in just, though frequently trite reflections, in concise, lively, 
and natural illustrations of historical parts of scripture, and 
in short, distinct and animated sketches of the passions and 
characters of men. The morality they, inculcate, is pure and 
high toned ; though Mr. Warner would have done well to 
have kept its intimate connexion with piety which he fre- 
quently asserts, more constantly in the view of his reader, 
and seasoned k more thoroughly with gospel principles. The 
plan on which the sermons in these volumes, are constructed, 
appears to be judicious. The facts are stated in a few words, 
intermingled with such remarks or exhortations as they sug-i 
gest, and the virtues or vices, they present, are described, 
with such considerations as may lead to the cultivation of the 
former, and to guard against the influence, and avoid the 
practice of the latter. We shall subjoin a few extracts that 
our readers may judge of the instruction that Mr. Warner ha« 
here provided. 

We shall begin with a few sentences, which will give a 
favourable idea of our preacher's talent for delineating virtues 
and vices. The following is the light in which he places 
envy, 

< There is no passion of the huiban heart, my friends, which it behoves 
as mor^ to guard against than that of envy, or a discontent at the pros* 
perity or advantages of others ; since it is equally contrary to our re- 
ligious obligations, and the peace ot our own minds. One great branch 
ofa Christian's duty it, to sympathize in the happiness of those arqund 
him j to "rejoice with thoic that do rejoice;" to wish well to every 
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one ; and to promote the prosperity of his neighbour, instead of grieving 
at his success, or desiring his abasement. Nor is a contrary behaviour 
less averse to our own comfort than opposite to Christianity 5 it lays the 
axe to the root of that satisfaction which our own particular advantages 
would otherwise afford us. Like the unseen canker it secretly corrodes 
the heart, and devours every seed of joy and happiness : it withers all 
the finer feelings of humanity, and plants emotions in their stead of the 
most irritating and painful nature ; repinings, disgust, hatred, and ma- 
lignant wishes. Not that it always confines itself to the hidden covert of 
the heart, but too frequently breaks out into open violence, hurrying itt 
wretched victims, in the infernal hope of making others miserable, into 
deeds of the deepest and foulest crime.' Vol. I. pp. 57 — 58. 

The following is a lively picture of the opposition between 
virtue and vice, 

* Vice and virtue are essentially discordant. They can have no al- 
legiance ; nor is it possible that any cordiality should subsist between the 
devotei) servants of the one, and the sincere followers of the other. The 
vicious ever feel themselves shamed and reproved by the exemplary conduct 
of the good; they are aware how much they lose in a comparison of their 
own lives with the lives of the servants of God ; and they strive for an 
equality in the estimation of the world, not by improving their own cha- 
racters, but by depreciating and rendering contemptible the characters of 
those who are so much above themselves. In the language of the poet, 

" They sicken at another's worth, 

" And hate that excellence they cannot reach " 

They apply names of odious or ridiculous signification to their persons ; 
they stigmatize their piety with the terms of enthusiasm and Superstition, 
cant and hypocrisy ; they represent them as useless or dangerous members 
of the community, as foes to social joy, the victims of spleen, gloom, and 
misanthropy.' pp. 22 — 23 

, We add the following description of religion with which 
we were much pleased. 

* My friends, religion is calumniated, when represented as rendering 
its sincere professors morose and unsocial. As well might we charge 
the sun with being the cause of cold, and the fountain of darkness. Sin- 
cere piety is the lovely parent of every virtue, that softens or dignifies 
our nature. True, indeed it is, that her friendships are but few, 
because she rarely meets with those whose views and sentiments accord 
with her own ; but her btncvokncc, like the light of heaven, is dif- 
fused over all. She retires, indeed, from the bustle of human intercourse, 
the great and busy world, because she discovers no objects there that 
harmonize with her feelings, or can forward her pursuits ; but in the con- 
tracted circles of private life, her energies are ever operating in the pro- 
motion of happiness. She turns her ear, indeed, from ": the viol and the 
harp, the tabrei and the pipe," the shout of folly, and; the roar of 
riot, and shuns the scenes of festal revelry, because she considers them 
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at dangerous to her purity, and hurtful to her interests ; but she ever listens 
with readiness to the yoice of sorrow, and the cry of distress ; hastens 
with alacrity to " the house " of mourning ;" assists those who are for- 
s^en of others, and succours them that ace " ready to perish." pp. 258 
—259, 

Mr. Warner is a courageous preacher, and is not afraid of 
avowing truths which may expose him to the scorn of infidels 
or half Christians. Among other passages, we were much 
gratified with his eloquent confirmation of the doctrine of 
original sin in the first sermon of Vol. I. and his manly and 
judicious remarks on the reproof addressed to Balaam by his 
ass. Both these passages we had marked out for quotation. 
But Mr. Warner is by no means a fashionable accomodating 
teacher. He never considers what be may enjoin or prohibit, , 
in order to sooth and please his readers ; but what it is 
their duty to avoid or to practise. Accordingly, while he con- 
demns many evils which are recommended by multitude, rank, 
and fashion, he requires, with imperious authority, qualities 
and conduct which must seem very strange to the gay and the 
profligate. We think it right to dispense with other extracts, in 
order to illustrate this feature of our author's preaching. From 
many other passages we select the following. The first is on 
the duties and virtues of married women ; a subject, upon 
which we do not remember that we have often heard preach- 
ers insist. 

' My brothers and sisters, it is of immense importance to the happiness 
ef the rational world, that the appropriate duties of the husband and the . 
wife be rigidly and conscientiously fulfilled ; for, as their performance 
ensures the purest and most solid bliss that this world of sorrow can afford; 
"the only happiness of Paradise that has survived the fall;" so their 
neglect introduces into the cup of life a bitter poisonous drop, of the 
most deadly taste, and lasting influence. Indisputable is the truth, that 
each is bound to co-operate wtth-the other, in drawing tight that bond of 
union which has connected them together for life ; that they are mutually , 
obliged to increase, by every means in their power, the stock of conjugal ' 
felicity. But as domestic life is more especially the proper province of die 
wife ; as *he is constituted by nature, and commanded by God, to exercise 
those gentler virtues which have a peculiar reference to home, and a direct 
tendency to render it the scene of happiness and peace ; so her obligation 
to manifest in her conduct the feminine graces of modesty, tenderness and 
piety* presses upon her with peculiar force. 

' Entirely and exclusively the precious possession of her husband, her 
thoughts must not wander abroad for other conquests, or foreign admiration. 
IU "does it become her who has solemnly pledged herself to one, to stek, . 
by the arts of coquetry or levity, to attract or captivate the m my ; to court . 
the public gaze, to be the theme of general conversation, or the object of t 
particular remark. The sacrifice of a matron's modesty may indeed pur*. 
chase the Admiration of the cox-comb, or the flattery of the villain ; but 
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transient will be her triumph, and worthless her reward, if for this she 
have given up the favour of her Maker, and the esteem and aflectkm of 
her husband. Eaually incumbent is it upon her to cherish in her bosom, 
and to exercise in her behaviour, the grace of tenderness; a sweet solicitude 
to sooth the cares, and tranquilize the perturbations, of the companion c£ 
her bosom ; and to perform those thousand endearing offices to her infant 
offspring, which maternal loye alone can properly fulfil. Oh ! who can 
speak the value of this female quality in domestic life ? It is the precious 
cement of its happipess; the support of all its charities; whose absence no 
external circumstance can recompense or supply. Fashion, splendour, 
and pleasure, may load the married fair one with all they can bestow ; 
but their accumulated gifts will leave a gloomy vacuity in her heart, if 
* her chief solace, refuge, and delight be not in the tranquil joys and tender 
offices of home. Finally, my sisters , the quality of/tiety must crown and 
consummate the character of the exemplary wife. It is essential indeed 
in every human being, but in the domestic circle (if we measure its ne- 
cessity by its influence) it is more especially incumbent upon her, whose 
presence is most frequent and conspicuous there. Who can tell the power 
of a wife's religions example, in converting an unbelieving, reclaiming a 
profligate, or fixing an inconstant husband ? It seems hardly possible to 
imagine, that vice should not surrender itself to virtue, when clothed in . 
the attractive form of female loveliness, and seconded by modesty, ten- 
derness, and affection ; but should its brutal insepsibility be still deaf to 
the voice of the charmer ; she has yet a cause upon her hands of unspeakable 
importance, which imperiously demands the exercise of female piety — 
the cause of her children, Nature and custom have entrusted to her the 
charge of their early education ; and if the principles of religion be not in- 
stilled into their tender minds by her care, and confirmed by her example, 
they will grow up without God in the world ; they will pass through life 
wfthout the blessing of Providence ; and when they are translated from it, 
will have to attribute their everlasting ruin (O horrid thought!) to their 
mother. There is a religion of the Home, my fair friends, as well as a 
public worship of God ; a religion over which the wife must preside ; 
whose altar she must serve ; whose sacrifices she must superintend 5 and 
as the most fatal consequences will follow her omission of it, so the sorest 
retribution will punish its neglect. 

' Such; if we may believe the united voice of reason and revelation, are 
the appropriate qualities of woman in her unconnected state, and her pe- 
culiar duties when she enters upon the married life. They have been 
recognized as such by prophets and apostles $ and the wisest of men has 
confirmed their representations, by the following animated portrait of an 
estimable, an amiable, and an exemplary wife, •* Her price is far above 
" rubies. The heart ot her husband doth safely trust in her ; she will do 
" him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. She layeth her hands 
" to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth forth 
** her hand to the poor; yea she reacheth forth her hands to the needy* 
" Her husband is known in the gates, when he aitteth among the elders 
'* of the land. Virtue and honour are her clothing, and she shall rejoice 
" in the time to come. She openeth her 'mouth with wisdom, and in 
" ner tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of fcer 
" fttoseholdj and eateth not the bread of idleness,, Her children arise ujj 
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•' and call her Messed 5 her husband also, and he praiseth her. Fatour is 
- « deceitful], and beauty is Tain ; but a woman that feareth the Loao 
« she shall be praised.'" Vol. II. pp. 104-^108. 

The other passage, which we had in view, is the counter- 
part of this, and we must beg leave to insert it, lest we should 
seem guiity of officiously intermeddling with the concerns of 
our neighbours. 

« It is impossible to take our leave of the book of Tobit, and pass over 
the particular part of k which has been the subject of our present contem- 
plation, without making a few observations, suggested by the text, on the 
duties involved in that solemn engagement, which a man enters into when 
he, takes upon himself the character of a husband. It is true, indeed, 
that the contract made at the altar is equally binding upon both parties j 
and that its violation, by flagrant acts or infidelity, or by , the less obvious 
injuries of unkindness and neglect, is equally criminal in the sight of God, 
whether it proceed from the, husband or the wife: but it is also true that 
the obligations to tenderness and affection seem to press with stronger 
force on the former than on the latter, as many of them arise from motives 
that apply exclusively to man. The softer sex are weak, defenceless* 
and dependent ; to treat them therefore with tenderness and kindness, is 
the dictate of generosity. Woman, when, she enters the married state, 
makes great sacrifices; she surrenders her will to the direction of another; 
she submits her inclinations to his controul ; and she engages in a life of f 
pain, solicitude, and care : Gratitude therefore suggests, that the return 
to be made to her for what she gives op, and what she imposes upon herself, 
should he the kindest attention and the most undivided love. Painful ia 
it to reflect, that, in the present state of society, these motives are but too 
rarely seen to operate on those whom they should most affect. Founded 
as marriages too generally are on passion, interest, or convenience, men 
in such cases are insensible to their proper obligations ; sentiment, on their 
part, is excluded from the connexion ; and instead of the generous and 
deserved return of warm, steady and uniform attachment, to those who> 
have been delivered to them " on special - trust/' they too frequently 
" entreat them evil." by systematic coldness and neglect. Nor does the 
injury stop here : in married life, infidelity is the usual offspring of in* 
difference. If attachment find not a resting-place at home, it will seek it 
in other quarters, it will be transferred from her to whom it exclusively 
belongs, to some other object ; and the wife, with all her claims to the lave, 
and all her peculiar rights to the person, of her husband, will have to ex- 
perience and deplore, in addition to carelessness and contempt, the in- 
fliction of the severest of all wounds to the female bosom,— -violated con- 
jugal faith. My brethren, it is no palliation of a crime, that its corn** 
mission is frequent; the universality of an offence, however it may lessen 
its heinousness in the contemplation of men, neither alters its nature, nor 
renders it less hateful in the eight of God. Whether we consider marriage 
as a civil contract, or a religious obligation, nothing can be more binding, 
nothing more solemn, than the vow of fidelity made at the altar. It ha* 
all the sanctions of human law, and all the authority of the divine com* 
asand sand deliberately to infringe the obligation which it involves, in 
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defiance of God, in opposition to every dictate of gratitude, and every 
sentiment of virtue, is so great an offence, as seems well to deserve that 
« deep damnation" which the Almighty has reserved for the punishment 
of the most atrocious guilt. The Lord God, when he formed man out 
ofthedustof the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, decreed, that it was not good for him to be alone, and therefore made 
him a help meet for him. To express the closeness of the connection be- 
tween them, he pronounced that the united pair should be one tiesh; 
and to determine the degree of affection due from the husbancf to the 
companion of his bosom, he placed her rights, in the case of conflicting 
claims, above the ties of nature ; and said, " Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife." Thus solemnly 
imposed and awfully sanctioned, the duty of conjugal fidelity is paramount 
to every social or relative obligation ; and its breach, as it admits of no 
excuse, can indulge but small expectation of forgiveness The adulterer 
stands convicted by the law and die gospel ; the most terrible sentence is 
passed by both upon his crime; and the execution of it can only be 
averted, by the bitterest remorse and the deepest repentance ; by heart- 
felt anguish for his past guilt, and unconquerable resolutions to " go and 
sin no more." pp. 228—281. 

\Ve thought of noticing some blemishes that we observed in 
these volumes; but passages like those we have extracted 
(and there are many such) are sufficient to atone for greater 
, defects than we could expose. 

Art. VI II, Cottage Sketches ; or, ActiveRetirement. By the Author of a* 
Antidote to the Miseries of Human Life, Talents Improved, &c. In 
two volumes. Price 9s. Gale and Co. 1812. 

A LTHOUGH the expediency of making fiction the vehicle 
of morality, at least for persons of maturer years, has been 
strongly disputed, it seems pretty clear that, while the rage 
for that kind of reading, which gratifies an irregular appetite 
and a distempered fancy, continues so inordinate, the only 
choice left to the friends of wisdom, is, to, encounter folly on 
its own ground, and to make their way to the understanding 
by addressing themselves to the imagination. The writer of 
this interesting little work, who has already distinguished 
herself in this species of composition, has here once more suc- 
ceeded in arraying importanc instruction in an attractive 
dress. 

The construction of the story, although very simple, is quite 
sufficient for the purposes intended. Mr. Wilson, his wife, 
and daughter, retire from their shop in Fleet Street or the 
Poultry, to a pleasant house * in a village, near a market town, 
and within five minutes walk of Mr. Gregory Wilson/ the 
honest citizen's brother, a gay, good-humoured, frivolous 
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beau gargon of an old batchelor; and it is principally, of the 
adventures of this worthy quartet that the story consists. The 
rest of the dram. pen. are too numerous for specification, but 
they have each a distinctly marked character, and an effective 
part to perform in the general business of the tale. One. of 
the principal is a Mr. Nicholls, a man of family, fortune, litera- 
ture, and exemplary piety. This gentleman introduces him- 
self to Mr. Wilson ; and in the course of their acquaintance, 
which soon improves into a closer intimacy, succeeds in im- 
parting to the mind of the worthy but unenlightened citizen, 
clear and distinct apprehensions of the real and spiritual nature 
of the Gospel dispensation. 

* I don't; quite understand what you mean, Sir,* observed Mr. Wilson, 
in 'their first conversation, « by the wards w spiritual life." ' I mean,' re- 
plied Mr. Nichols, ' that new creation in Christ, which takes place on the 
heart of every believer, when old things pass away, and all things become 
new ; when the rebellious will and affections are brought into subjection 
to the law of faith. Mr. Wilson was aware that some of Mr. Nicholls's 
expressions were the words of Scripture, consequently worthy of respect ; 
but their application seemed to him new and uncommon. He felt wholly 
at a loss how to answer, and the silence of the party obliged Mr. Nicholls 
to change the subject of conversation. Perhaps Mr. Wilson's ignorance 
may to some appear surprising, possessing apparently an humble and teach- 
able mind, and acknowledging the importance ot religion. Yet, in the 
nature of things, it was unavoidable; for Mr. Wilson had not received the 
advantage of early religious instructions. He had immersed himself in 
business, which engrossed the whole of his time and "attention on the week 
days ; and when he repaired to his parish church on the Sunday, which 
he did with tolerable regularity, he heard moral subjects discussed in a 
plain and easy style ; but faithful application was omitted, £nd if doctrinal 
subjects were introduced at all, an ambiguity was thrown over their expla- 
nation. For, unhappily, Mr. Wilson's parish rector (to use the language 
of a learned bishop, applied to some clerical characters) lost sight of his 
proper office, namely, " to publish the word of reconciliation, to propound 
the terms of peace and pardon to the penitent; but made no more use of 
his high commission, than to come abroad one day in the seven, dressed in 
solemn looks, and in the external garb of koliness-^-to be the ape of 
ITpictetus." ' 

The gradual advances towards right perceptions and feel- 
ings in Mr. Wilson's mind, and the effects of religion upon 
his peculiar disposition, are strongly poiirtrayed, and will, 
no doubt, interest every reader of a virtuous arind. There 
is, indeed, throughout the work considerable ability displayed 
in the conception and discrimination of character. The 
studious rector — -the half sceptic ivitn his arguments against 
miracles extracted from old magazines— the dashing daugh- 
ters of the wealthy farmerette pious, conscientious wood- 
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man, his* active bat less scrupokras wife, and bis reprobate 
brother, are all sketched and grouped with accuracy and 
effect. What least pleased tis was the rural masquerade, 
but there fe novelty, at least, in the delivery of a sermon at 
that species of entertainment. A good deal of interesting 
and instructive moral observation is introduced in tbe form 
of criticism on Miss Patty Wilson's Essays. The author 
. has we think managed with great dexterity to relieve tbe 
seriousness of her religious conversations) by the intro- 
duction of little amusing incidents, and of observations 
which, though apparently slight and gay, contain a strong 
and pointed moral. Of her skill in tow respect, the eighth 
and ninth chapters of tbe first volume are favorable speci- 
mens. 

We were considerably amused, we will confess, with the fol- 
lowing passage. 

* Seated opposite tbe glass, she frequently directed her eye there, as 
busy thought suggested occasion. <* Well, I am glad to-morrow wilt 
be Sunday. I long to see the church and the people. Let me see ; 
what shall I wear?' hastily rising to open a drawer which contained a 
variety of dresses neatly arranged, " 1 won't dress in my very beet the 
first Sunday, because it won't look so well to fall off afterwards." The 
plainest dress was in consequence of this resolution selected. "I think 
ill wear my lilac bonnet 5 no, I won 1 ! neither, for most likely I shall 
have a colour with walking, and the straw one will then be more becom- 
ing." Each bonnet was now in turn adjusted to the head. " To b* 
sure, at present, 1 look best in the lilac. Well, that shall be determined 
to-morrow. Now for my manner of behaviour at church— -I will not 
look much about me ; it will seem as though I were not used to stran- 
gers ; and I have heard my mother Say nothing is more vulgar than to 
stare. Yet I don't know that she is right in her observation, for wheft 
I walked in Kensington Gardens last spring, and in Bond Street irt the 
winter, the ladies stared wonderfully. Dear, how these country people 
will gaze at me to-morrow ! I dare say they never saw Such a bonnet 
as this ; if papa now would but let me put it on all on one side, SO, it 
would make them gaze indeed. As soon as church begins I may slip it 
a little more aside, for then he will see nothing but his book and the 
parson. I shall be noticed and talked of a great .deal more I dare say 
than ever I should have been in London.. 1 will set all the fashions ; 
what an amusement it will be to invent them— no, I won't invent them 
neither, I will only improve them; which I can easily do by having a 
magazine sent me every month from London. Papa told me he would 
treat me with any magazine I chose, and 1 shall chuse that which baa 
the pictures of the fashionable dresses." The bonnets were now de- 
posited in their box, the memorandum book taken from a neighbouring 
writing desk, and the face wore an aspect of recollection. " Let me see, 
what were the titles of those novels my cousin Susan recommended last 
time I saw her? To be sure there must be a circulating library in the 
aeighbouiing town, and I shall subscribe. Oh 1 how delightfully shall I . 
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pais my time; no sAofi to attend to now, another maid kept to assist 
with the needlt-<worh ; ob4 I shall be as happy a* the day is long." 
So saying, Miss Patty began capering about the room. Vol. I. pp. 63—65. 

The following scene the woodman's wife narrating her 
father in law's death, is of a different nature. 

' A short time after the visit paid to the woodman's cartage, Mrs* 
Wilson observed Judith passing her door habited in deep mourning, her 
infant also with a sable knot on his clean white cap* Urged by a kind 
interest in her family concerns, she cajle4 her into her hoqse to make 
enquiry. " If you will please to remember/' said Juditht " the night 
you was at our cottage my husband didn't come home at his usual time. 
He called in to see his father and mother, and found the old man so ill, 
that he staid with them all night, (only just running home to let me 
knew), and about five o'clock ia the morning father died. James had 
no thought, of his dying so soon, for he seemed heart-whole, as the 
saying is, and he was at our cottage but a day or two before. Ah ! he 
wa» a good father, and James loved him." Judith turned aside her 
head, and wiped away a falling tear, which eloquently spoke "and / 
loved him too." Mrs. Wilson opened the door of her cbiBa-closet, and 
poured forth a glass of her best cordial wine* Then presenting it to 
Judith, " drink this," said she, " it will do you good." Judith was a 
stranger to the affectation of refusing what she liked. She looked well 
pleased at the sparkling liquor, and accepted without any other ceremony 
than " to your good health, Ma'am." Before she could resume the. 
thread of her story, however, another, and another tear stole down her 
rosy cheek-; and finding it in vain to disguise her sensibility, she tried 
to account for it. "I suppose," said she,. " 'tis my recollecting how 
my husband and his poor mother cried that morning makes me do sq. 
now : for it can't be on account of James's father, for I'm as sure he'a 
gone to heaven as I'm sure James will go there himself when he dies." 
u What business did this old couple follow ?" asked Mrs. Wilson. 
u Our poor mother," replied Judith, " has not been able to do any thing 
for the last two years, from a weakness in her limbs, and a shaking 
palsy* She used to go out nurse-tending, and was the best needle-wos 
man in the parish — 'twas who could have her. Bat now if she takes up 
a bit of sewing she runs the needle into her fingers ; and as for sick 
folk, who would like to be waited on by such a poor shaking object? 
But Providence was very kind to her, for father was strong and healthy, 
and able to maintain her : and then she had been saving, and laid by a 
few pounds against a rainy day. Ah, we shall see the odd* of it now 
he's gone, for there was not such a hedger and ditcher for many a mile 
round." " And what will become of this poor widow," asked Mrs. 
W. " O please God," returned Judith, u she may still see happy days s 
for James and I shall do our best. to make her comfortable, and Margery 
is so fond of her and she of Margery: and when Jemmy here can 
run about, she can look after him a bit, and amuse herself twenty ways." 
u But how is she to be maintained I" resumed Mrs. Wilson, •« Nobody 
was ever the poorer at the years end," replied Judith, " for maintaining 
«* old &thtr or mother." pp. 174—177. 
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We shall just add the conversation on card playing. * 

* I recollect (it is Mr, Wilson speaks) the agreeable sound of closing 
shutters, and" I well remember die delight of viewing the fair-posted 
account book committed to the shelf on the Saturday night ; and now 
I experience a new gratification equal to both those — an escape from a 
card rout. Brother I had no idea what a card rout was. I thought » 
we should chat for an hour or so, and then, if conversation flagged, and 
we were all of a mind, we might play a game or two at a moderate 
stake, still chatting between the deals. I knew that Londoners often met 
for no other end than to play at cards, but had no notion that such a 
custom prevailed in the country. My conscience will keep me away , 
from such card routs in future as well as my inclination. 3 ' * Your con- 
science," repeated Mr. Gregory, " what has conscience to do with it P* 
«■ A great deal, I think," replied Mr. Wilson. «' Who can join in . 
gaming, wasting of- time, and quarrelling with a good conscience ?" 
"You are too severe," returned the card rout advocate, **the stake 
played for could riot be termed gaming, 'twas less than usual in such 
parties." " I'm truly sorry to hear that," said Mr; Wilson. ** You 
have betrayed a secret which strengthens my argument, for even the 
stake played this evening was higher than any of us liked to be beaten 
at; witness our cross looks and angry expressions." "Come," said 
Mr. Gregory, il you may except one of the party, even yourself, who 
sat ' like patience on a monument smiling at grief.' I acknowledge it 
is wrong to suffer such disturbance of temper ; but then 'tis ourselves to 
blame, not the diversion." " Aye, 'tis ourselves, indeed, that we are to 
blame for every vice and folly," rejoined Mr. Wilson : ** the poor cards 
are innocent beings, but we make them instruments of evil. Admitting 
that Iwas good-humoured myself this evening, yet I occasioned ill hu- 
mour in others." "Why," resumed Mr. Gregory, " had you not been 
present, your place would have been supplied by another.** " And so 
will my neighbour's house be broken open," returned Mr. W. " whether 
I assist or connive at the robbers or not." Mr. Gregory seemed to feel 
the application, but only remarked — " Don't wc hear of quarrels in con- 
versation ? To maintain the good conscience you talk of, I see no other 
plan than to relinquish society altogether, and shut ourselves up with 
owls and satyrs." " Pho, nonsense," returned Mr. Wilson.' pp. SO— 32. 

We hope that the circulation of these useful and amusing 
volumes will be extensive, and that their success may induce 
the author to persevere in a species of composition which 
she has cultivated with so much ability. 

Art. IX. The IAfeofUklch ZuingUus, the Swiss Reformer, by^ J. G. 
Hess, translated from the French, by Lucy Aikin, 8vo. pp. xxiii. S£& 
Price 10s 6d. Johnson and Co. 1812. 

HTHE subject of this volume is happily chosen. . Zuinglius 

acted a conspicuous part in effecting the reformation. Not 

inferior, in natural or acquired endowments, to Luther oc 
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Calvin, he was prior to the latter, and coeval with the former. 
With these advantages for biography, it happens that the 
events of his life are not generally known. Jrartly from his 
premature death, and partly from the glory of his successor in 
the work of reformation, who gave the title to his followers, 
Zuinglius has not obtained bb share of the public attention. 
As the execution of this work is nearly equal to the subject, it 
is, therefore, with great pleasure that we introduce it to the 
notice of bur readers. It is not indeed cast into the mould of 
fashionable biographical volumes. Instead of two goodly 
quartos, it is a neat octavo; and,, except a few brief expla- 
natory remarks thrown into the margin, it has neither note, 
appendix, nor supplement. It is neither enriched nor illumi- 
nated, with extracts from parish registers, or papers found at 
the bottom of old chests; nor does it contain an account of 
every thing and every body that had any manner of connexion 
with Zuinglius. Dispensing with these ordinary embellish- 
ments, that contribute so much to the heaviness of modern 
biography, Mr. Hess delivers a clear, simple, and interesting 
story, respecting the events that produced a change in the 
religipua principles of Zuinglius, and tho means by which he 
diffused them among his countrymen; interwoven with so 
much of contemporaneous , history and biography, literary* 
civil, and ecclesiastical, and such short and judicious reflec- 
tions, as were necessary to its illustration. He wrote, it 
would seem, for those who had little knowledge of the subject ; 
and consequently touches on many particulars that are farnj- 
liar to almost every person in this country. But throughout 
he will be found accurate, lively, and entertaining. A short 
'abstract of such particulars as explain the revolution effected 
in the religion of Zuinglius, and by him in that of his coun- 
trymen, will perhaps be agreeable to pur readers. 

tJlric Zuinglius was born in 1484, atWildhaws, a village of 
Switzerland. As his father, who, though a simple peasant, 
lived in easy circumstances and bore the office of first magist- 
rate of the district, thought his son a promising child, he 
•resolved to devote bim to the church, and with that view sent 
him first to Basil, then to Bern. Here he was taught to per* 
ceive the beauties of the Latin classics. His talents attracted 
the attention of the Dominicans, and they prevailed upon him 
to reside in their convent till he might be of age to enter on 
the noviciate. But his father disapproving of irrevocable 
vowsjn early life, in order to break off the connexion, re-, 
moved him to Vienna. At the university of this city, the 
scholastic philosophy was the great object of study, which 
though it had few allurements was indispensable to constitute 
a man of learning, and enabled Zuinglius afterwards to combat 
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his enemies with tbeir own weapons. After two years, fie 
returned home; but, as he was desirous of adding to bis stock 
of knowledge, and of communicating what he already acquired, 
he repairea again to Basil, and though a, stranger, hi the 
eighteenth year of his age, he was called to the office of 
teacher. While he was diligent in teaching, lie wds no less so 
in learning; uniting with the perusal of the Greek and Roman 
classics, the studies peculiar to his profession. Theology, 
indeed, in those days, was a miserable system of unintelliglhie 
subtleties and useless distinctions* ZuingHus, however, was 
possessed of great rigor of mind : he had often changed; his 
masters : the study of the classics had opened his understand- 
ing: he frequented the lectures of Thomas Wy ttembacb, who 
on many points bad much juster notions than his contempo- 
raries, so that he was happily enabled to deviate from the 
common track. Being of a gay and amiable temper he occu- 
pied the intervals of study with music. 

Having spent four years at Basil, Zuittghus was chosen by 
the burghers of Claris to be their pastor. To exercise this 
function with success, seemed to require deeper learning than 
be possessed. Accordingly, he recommenced his theological 
studies, on a plan he traced out for himself. He began with 
the perusal of the New, Testament. He copied the Greek'of 
St. Paul's epistles, adding in the margin notes of his own, or 
extracted from the fathers. 

. ^ ' His attention was from this time directed to the passages of scripture 
Cited in tbecaoon of the mass, sod to those which serve as a basis to the 
dogmas and most essential precepts of the church. Their interpretation 
had long been fixed, but Zwingle thought it inexcusable in a man 
appointed ^instruct his fellow christians to rest upon the decision of others 
on points that he might himself examine. He therefore followed the 
only method to discover the true sense of an author, which consists in 
interpreting an obscure passage by a similar and clearer orie ; and an 
unusual word by one more familiar; regard being had to time', place*, the 
intention of the writer, and a number of other circurostaneet^wbich modify 
and often change the signification of words. After endeavouring to 
explain the text of the gospel by itself Zwingle ato> made himself ao* 
quaiated with the interpretations given by other theologies, .especially hf 
the Others of the church, who, baling lived nearer the tiajesj ot the • 
apostles, must have understood their language better than the modern 
doctors. It was in the writings of the lathers that he also studied the 
manners and customs of the first christians : followed them through the 
persecutions of which they were the victims ; observed the rapid progress 
of the rising church ; and admired that astonishing revolution which by 
degrees elevated the new religion to the throne of the' Caesars— an 
event prosperous in appearance* but which, in more than 4 one instance, 
rendered Christianity subservient to the same passions which in its humbler 
i§ats it had comnwaded wittMoch complete authority; FWmo she fathers, 
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Zwirtgle went on to the obscure authors of the middle ages : their rode 
style and absurd opinions would soon have discouraged him, had he not 
wished to become minutely informed of the state of Christianity during 
these ages of ignorance* He did not limit himfelf to the writers approved 
by the church. " In the midst of a field covered with noxious weeds," 
would he often say " salutary herbs may sometimes be found." On this 
principle, he read without prejudice the works of several authors accused 
of heresy, particularly those of Ratramn, (otherwise Bertram,) a monk o£ 
the ninth century, whose opinions on the eucharist, though conformable to 
those of preceding ages, were condemned by the court of Rome ; those 
of the Englishman Wickliff, a writer of the fourteenth century, who 
rejected the invocation of saints and monastic vows ; and those of John 
Hu88, condemned to the stake by the council of Constance, for attempting 
to diminish the excessive authority of the church, and set bounds to the 
temporal power of the clergy,' , . 

Of these enquiries, in which all religious teachers would do 
well to imitate the reformer, the result, very different to what 
he expected, was, that many doctrines deemed of great imJ- 
portance, were either contrary to the spirit of scripture, or 
founded on misinterpreted passages of it; that the ordinary 
mode of worship had through various causes, each fruitful of 
abuse, greatly degenerated from the primitive form ; and that 
the authority of the clergy was excessive and incompatible 
with their character. 

These discoveries, however, he was in no haste to publish, 
submitting them only to the examination of his learned cor- 
respondents. During the ten years of his abode at Glaris, he 
was* content, without directly attacking the abuses of the 
Romish church, to deliver the obvious doctrines of scripture,, 
and the moral precepts deduced from them. But this for- 
bearance, together with bis purity, learning, and assiduity, did 
not secure him from the hatVed of his fellow ministers, who 
were ignorant, or indolent, or profligate. His silence 
on many topics thought to be of importance, his insisting 
more op the virtues than the miracles of the saints, and his 
saying little about fasts and pilgrimages, and nothing about 
relics and images, were so many crimes which would have 
been duly punished, had be not enjoyed the esteem of bis! 
parishioners, and the friendship of the best men of the canton* 
It was while he abode at Glaris, that he twice, according -to 
the custom of the Swiss, accompanied the troops of the. 
canton ; not so much because he approved of the wars is*: 
which they were epgaged, as in obedience to his superiors. 

From Glaris, Zuinglius removed, about 1516, to a scene 
more favourable both for maturing and divulging his new 
principles. At JEinsiedeln in Schwetts, there was a famous 
abbey, enriched by the donations of pilgrims from alt quar- 

Vol. VIII. 4G 
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t.ers. Theobald, baron of Geroldseck, who was at this thMf 
administrator or the abbey, though educated for a soldier 
rather than an ecclesiastic, was fond of learning ; arid being 
desirous of rendering his abbey an a*\lum for the studious, 
and the nursery of a learned priesthood, he collected around 
him men fitted to second his intentions. Ke offered Zuinglius 
the office of preacher to the convent, which he readily ac- 
cepted, in order that he fright have more leisure for study, 
grid enjoy an opportunity of conversing with learned men, as 
#611 as of securely disseminating his doctrines. Here he 
found several men who were afterwards his assistants in intro- 
ducing the reformation. 

« Of this number were Francis fcinng, chaplain of the apostolical see, 
a very learned man, but fitter for solitary study than for the offices of 
public instruction ; John Oechslein, a native or Einsiedeln, whose zeal 
tos not cooled by the violent persecutions he afterwards experienced ; and 
j>o Jude, an Afsaciaft, author of a German translation of the bible, and a 
Jaitbful companion of Zwingle. All these men felt an equal desire to 
increase their store of knowledge ; and the conformity of their sentiments 
established among them an intimate connection. The library of Einsiedeln, 
considerably augmented by the care of Zwingle was their, favourite resort. 
Here they studied together the fathers of the church, whose works were 
just published by Erasmus at Basil. They added the perusal of the works 
of Erasmus himself, and those of Capnio, both restorers of letters in Ger- 
many. They discussed the new and bold ideas of these great men; 
' traced them into their consequences, and subjected them to a severe 
examination. The new horizon which opened upon them, as they 
advanced in their researches, produced different effects upon them, ac- 
cording to their different dispositions. One embraced with heat and 
enthusiasm all that appeared to him the truth; another* of a calmer 
temper, suspected the attraction of novelty; a third calculated the con* 
sequences to be expected from a clumge in received opinions. -Each, in 
short, viewed the object in a different light : what escaped one, was per- 
sewed by another ; and thus they were mutually lightened and assisted. 
AH were animated by that ardour which is only found at those periods 
when men awake from the slumber of ignorance and barbarism. When 
minds capable of beholding truth in all its splendor have caught some feint 
teams of it, they can no longer endure the night of superstition and preju- 
dice.; they burn to emerge completely ; and the resistance they experience, 
the obstacles they encounter, by irritating them, do but augment their 
force and inflame their courage. It is not so in more enlightened ages j 
it seems as if truth loses its charms in proportion as it becomes more 
accessible. We creep languidly along a broad and smooth road which 
may be trod Without effort, while We dart with impetuosity into the dif- 
ficult path which leads us through brambles and thickets to it* end.' p. 57- 

With these advantages he possessed at home, he likewise 
had recourse to foreign aids, corresponding with Erasmus, 
Saber, Glareanus, Capito, Beams, Rheanus, aufd many others. 
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Ilia views wefe enlarged; and he became more firmly con- 
vinced of the principles be bad derived from thfe study of the 
icripturei and of antiquity. But the activity of his mind w*s 
not confined to speculation merely. He convinced the admi- 
nistrator, that the worship paid to the relics of saints and 
ftiartyrs was Inconsistent with the gftspel* and that the popular 
belief that pardon of sins might be procured hy money or 
external practices was full of mischief. He likewise inadef 
several salutary alterations in the administration of a nunnery 
under hk. direction. He made use of the opportunities that 
his office of preacher and confessor afforded him insensibly to 
diffuse bis opinions. When he judged the minds of his hear* 
ers sufficiently prepared, on one of the festivals, an immense 
crowd being collected, be ascended the pulpit, and having by 
an ardent exordium gained their attention \ , 

* «J Cease to believe," cried he, a that God resides in this t*mp|e mor£ 
than in every other place. Whatever region of the earth you may inhabit, he 
is near you, he surrounds you, he grants your prayers, if they deserve to hp 
granted ; but his not by useless vows, by long ptlgrimages,offerings destined 
to atom senseless images, that you can obtain the divine favour ; resist temp» 
tifion*, repress guilty desires, shun all injustice, relieve die unfortunate* 
console the aflttetsd « those are the works pleasing to the Lord. Alas I I 
know it 4 it u ourselves, ministers of the altar, we who ought to be the 
salt of the earth, who have led into a maze of error the ignorant and are* 
{bleu* muhitnde. la order to accumulate treasures sufficient to satisfy 
oar avarice, we raised vain and useless practices to the rank of goo* 
works ; and the Christians of these times, too docile to our instructions* 
neglect to fulfil the laws of God, and only think of making atonerrent for 




ind easy expiations in the favour of the church/ Senseless men, ! Do 
they think to obtain remission for their lies, their impurities, * their 
afolteries, their homicides, their treacheries, by prayers recited ill 
honour of the Queen? of Heaven, as if she were the protectress est 
ajl *s*il doers? .Undeceive yourselves, erring people 1 The .God of 
justice offers not himself tP he, moved by woro> which the tP/sgue utfejf 
and the bwt disowns- JJe fprgives no one but him who himself forgives 
the enemy who has trespassed against him. Did these chosen of dpd a£ 
whose feet you come hither to prostrate jronrsehre& enter into heaven \ff 
relying on die merit of another r No, it was by walking W the path of th£ 
law, by fulfilling the will of the .Most High, by facing death that they 
might remain faithful to their Redeemer. Imitate the holiness pf their 
lives, walk in their footsteps, suffering yourselves to be turned aside neither 
by dangers nor seductions; this is the honour that you ought to pay 
them. £ut in the^Jay of trouble pot year, trust in none but God, who 
created the heavena and the earth with a word: at the approach of death 
inyoke op)y Christ Jesus, who baa bought you with Juabload, and is *£» 
sole Mediator between God and man/' p, 62—6*. 

4G 2 
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The effect of this discourse was various, some felt a new 
light breaking in upon their minds ; others, who saw in the 
prevalence of such' doctrines the end of their gains, were 
grievously offended. 

Meanwhile the fame of Zuinglius as a theologian and friend 
of literature was diffused through the country. Oswald My- 
conius, with other learned ecclesiastics and laymen of Zurich 
promised themselves happy effects from his preaching ; and 
the chapter were {hereby determined in their choice of him as 
their minister. About this time learning, religion, and morals 
were at a low ebb. Zuinglius set himself* to remedy these 
evils. On being invested with his new office, he informed the 
chapter, that instead of following the order of the dominical 
letters, he should explain the whole of scripture. Some 
objected to this as a dangerous innovation ; but he replied, it 
was only to. revive the practice of the. primitive church. 
January the first, 1519, he delivered his first discourse on tbe 
new plan, which was attended by a great crowd, drawn partly 
♦ by curiosity, and partly by a desire of edification. While his 
sermons met with many admirers; others, through interest, pre- 
judice, or vice, endeavoured to sink his reputation, calling him 
sometimes a hypocrite, sometimes a fanatic, and sometimes the 
enemy of religionand good order. Butsuch calumnies not only 
clamped not his zeal ; they did not even lessen his influence: 
For Samson, a wily Franciscan, being employed to preach 
indulgences in Switzerland, as Tetzel liad been in Germany: 
Zuinglius exposed his disgraceful impositions, with great zeal* 
and prudence. He made such a deep impression, riot only on 
the inhabitants of Zurich^ but also on the deputies of the thir- 
teen cantons, who happened to be at that time assembled ; that 
they ordered Samson to quit the Swiss territory without delay, 
ana obliged him to take off the excommunication be had ful- 
minated against Henry Bullinger, a parish priest in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

Zuinglius was very active in preventing the Zurichers' 
from joining the other cantons in their alliance with Francis 
the first, which occasioned him the loss of several partizans.* 
For as the campaign, in which the other cantons assisted the' 
French, was unsuccesful, the Zurichers, who in consequence 
of a former treaty, had sent 3000 men to defend the papal 
dominions, became' the object of hatred; of which the greater- 
part fell on Zuinglius, whose religious as well as political prin- 
ciples were severely reprobated. 

But while this reformer was earnest in persuading his coun-* 
tryuqen to maintain a strict neutrality between the beNtge** 
raits, he was most diligent in< discharging his duties as a 
preacher, * w—'-y j • • « r « '• t.'<.ija»y/.. l :v.j.^ • * ■ * 
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i * " On my arrival at Zurich, I began to explain the gospel according to* 
St. Matthew. I added an exposition of the Acts of the Apostles; to show 
my audience in what manner the gospel had been diffused. I then went 
on to the first epistle of Paul to Timothy, which may be said to contain, 
the rule of life of a true christian. Perceiving that faree teachers had in- 
troduced some errors with respect to the doctrine of faith, I interpreted - 
the epistle to the Galatians ; this I followed by an explanation of the twd 
epistles of St. Peter, to prove to the detractors of St. Paul, that the same 
spirit had animated both these apostles. I came at length to the epistle 
to the Hebrews, which makes known in its full extent die benefits of the 
mission of Jesus Christ." " In my sermons," adds he, " I have employed 
neither indirect modes of speech, nor artful insinuations, nor captious ex- 
hortations ; it is by the most simple language that I have endeavoured to, 
open the eyes of every one to his own disease, according to the example of 
Jesus Christ himself." ' pp. 118 — 119. 

His hearers losing their respect for several rules of eccle- 
siastical discipline, some of them ventured to break the fast of 
Lent; and were imprisoned by the magistrates. Zuinglius 
undertook their defence, and published his first work, a tract 
on the observation of Lent. In this work he had ridiculed the 
opinion,, which attributes merit to abstinence from ordinary 
aliment, and advised that fasts should be left to every one's 
own choice, which gave still farther provocation to bis ene- 
mies. If it was not restrained, they said, his doctrine would 
undermine both episcopal and pontifical authority. The 
bishop of Constance, therefore, delivered to the clergy and 
laity of his diocese, a charge, lamenting the present dissen- 
sions, and exhorting them to adhere to the church. He like* 
wise wrote to .the council of Zurich, to secure, the ordinances 
of the church from blame, and to the chapter, complainiifg^pf 
certain innovators, who pretended to reform- the cnuich^ and 
cautioning them against dangerou3 opinions, as well r as. ex-, 
horting them to avoid dissensions. Of his object, however,, 
which was to silence Zuinglius, he was disappointed, Th& 
reformer replied to the bishop's letter in a short tr^fct, laying^ 
it down as a principle, that the scripture is the authority by 
which all doubts must be solved, and all controversies terrain 
nated. Among other passages deserving attention, the follow** 
ing savours somewhat of metbodism : 

. ' 1 will now tell you what is the Christianity that I profess,, and which^ 
you endeavour to render suspected. It commands men to obey tbejaws*. 
and respect the magistrate; to pay tribute and impositions where they are, 
due ; to rival one another only in beneficence ; to support and relieve the: 
indigent ; to share the griefs of their neighbour, and to regard all mankind 
as brethren. It^further requires the christian to. expect sa&atioa from God 
alone, and Jeju& Christ his only Son, our matter and Saviour, .who giveth 
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eternal life to then who believe on him. Such Are the principle* fronj 
which, in the exercise of my ministry, I hare never departed/ p. 129 

.While Zuinglius was engaged in this tract, the Helvetic diet, 
it the instigatiort of the bishop of Constance, convicted the 
pastor of a small village near fiaden of heresy. Foreseeing the 
evils to which the friends of reformation were likely to be ex* 
posed, he addressed to the Swiss government a summary of his 
doctrine; pray in fc for liberty to preach the gospel without 
molestation. As Lather had been excommunicated by the 
i>op£> Zuinglius was stigmatized as a heretic, and a Lutheran - 
Fresh controversies daily arising, thte minds of both parties were 
&& asperated. 

* In 152$, at Ztsingliu^s request, the council of Zurich sum* 
trioned the clergy of the canton to a colloquy, in order to de- 
tertnine the disputed points. After various discourses, the 
council ordered, that Zuinglius should continue to preach as 
be had done heretofore, and that the pastors of Zurich and it* 
territory should rest their discourses on the scripture"; both 
patties abstaining from personal reflections. This conclusion 
of the colloquy was most favourable to Zuinglius, as it served 
to multiply his. friends, and enabled him to act under the 
sanction of public authority* No innovation had as yet bee* 
made in the public worship, when another conference being 
held, victory again declared in favour of Zuwiglitis ; and great 
alterations afterwards followed. The mass was abolished. In 
1525, on Easter Sunday, the Lord's Supper was administered, 
Conformably to the reformer's .views. 

* A table, covered with a white cloth, unleavened bread, and cops filled 
with Wine, recalled the remembrance of the last repast of our Redeemer 
with bis disciples* The first priest, who was Z wingle himself, announced 
to the faithful, that the religious act which they were about to celebrate 
would become to each of them the pledge of salvation* or the cause of 
perdition, according to the dispositions they might bring to it ; and he 
efcdeevdured, by a fervent pmyer, to excite in aff their hearts repentance 
for past folks* and a resolution to live a new life. After this prayer, 
Zwingie, and the two ministers who assisted him, presented mutually to 
each other die bread and the cup, pronpuncing at the same time the words 
uttered by Jesus Christ at the institution of the Last Supper; they after- 
wards distributed the symbols of the body and blood of the Redeemer to 
sJl the tfhristknw present, who listened with the most profound, and neve- 
rent attention to the reading of the last words of our Cord* 1 as they katre 
been transmitted to us by his beloved disciple. A second Sprayer, and 
toton* Ml 'of the expression of love and gratitude towardi'him, who had 
vohinteitiy ensured a cruel and ignominious death, to save repentant 
•toners', t&toimttttd ebb solemn <abd affecting ceremony. Zwingie was of 
cftoioa, <th*t to ©ttebrate the&otd* Sapper, ia^tiiis taaaaer, was to bring 
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it back to its aacieat simplicity, and to unite all that could render it use- 
ful. The event proved that he was not mistaken ; the churches could 
scarcely contain the immense crowd that came to participate in this reli- 
gious solemnity, and the good works and numerous reconciliations 
which followed itt proved the sincerity of the devotion with which it wzw 
attendee^.' p. 19?. ^ 

This reformation in the, worship was accompanied wkh simi- 
lar changes in the relations or the clergy, and the establishment 
of a hew system of public instruction ; for particulars of which 
we beg to refer our readers to Mr. Hess himself. 

With great resolution and courage, Zuinglius combine*} 
much prudence and moderation. While he wisbecj to effect a 
phange in the principles and manners of the clergy and Jaity, 
he was on his guard against the excess and extravagance into 
which many persons were hurried. His controversy with the 
adherents of Muntzer, being a part of the general history of 
the reformation, is too well known to require to be detailed at 
present. It may be necessary to say, that, though be might 
oe right in advising coercion, he evidently carried it too tar. 
The principles of toleration were then very ill understood. 

While Zuinglius was engaged with the fanatical anabaptists, 
a project was formed that threatened his life. Faber, grand 
vicar of the bishop of Constance, despairing of arresting the 
progress of bis doctrines, as long as he remained, formed ft 
plan to entice him from Zurich. He induced Eckius, the an* 
tagontst of Luther, to challenge Zuinglius to a conference ip> 
some of the towns of Switzerland. Though the cantons, to 
which this polemic addressed himself, were at first reluctant to 
such a measure, they were at last prevailed upon, with the ex* 
oeption of Zurich, to appoint Baden as the place of interview 
between him and Zuinglius. But with the requisition of the 
diet to send him, the senate of Zurich refused to comply $ since 
the onusnalness of the conduct of their allies made them sus- 
pect some snare ; and, as the manifesto gave Zuinglius the 
appellation of heretic, they concluded that the controversy 
was decided. Besides, the reformer could scarcely be safe 
in a town where his books and -effigy had been burned. In the 
conference, which, notwithstanding, was held, Oecoiampadius 
and Haller maintained the cause of the reformers; but, a* 
was foreseen, Zuinglius was excommunicated. Basil was re* 
otitred ^to banish Oecoiampadius ; and the sale, both of Lu- 
toer** and Zuinglius's books, as well as all change of worship, 
were strictly prohibited. These violent measures failed of ef- 
fect : Oecoiampadius was eeeeived wkh open arms at Basil. 
Hallfer continued to exercise ibis ministty at Bern, where the 
friends of the reformation increased to«ueh a degree, that 
several fBumcipalkies of the ewton requested the senate te 
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introduce the worship established at Zurich, But as the se- 
nate wished to proceed with caution, they convened the clergy 
of the canton, and of the other states of the Helvetic league, 
with the bishops of Lausanne, Basil, Constance, and Sion. 
Zuinglius, who had been invited, eagerly seized the opportu* 
nity of unfolding his principles. During the sittiugs of this 
assembly, 

' As he was mounting the pulpit, a^riert was preparing te say mass at 
the neighbouring altar. The desire of hearing the famous heretic led him 
to suspend the celebration of the office, and to mingle with the throng of 
auditors. Zwingle, in his sermon, unfolded his opinion on the eucharist 
with so much eloquence, that he subverted and changed all the ideas .of the 
priest, who instantly, in sight of the assembled people, laid down his sa- 
cerdotal ornaments on the altar at which he was to have officiated, and 
embraced the reformation/ p. 256. u» . 

By this conference fresh lustre was reflected on the reformat* 
jtion, and its adherents were more closely united together, la 
a short time it was established in Bern, "and all independent 
municipalities. '„',-. ... 

The progress of the reformation gave rise to a league b&r 
tween Lucern, Uri, Schweits, Unlerwalden, and .Zing, ;the 
partizans of the old religion, which induced Zurich and Bern 
Jto have recourse to, the same expedient. Thie distfcust, which 
these measures indicated, broke out into complaints and recri* 
urinations, which were followed by abuse, insult, and acts of 
violence. Things were ripe for a civil war, which a dispute 
oetween Unterwalden unhappily kindled. Peace was restored, 
by the intervention of the neutral cantons, but the parties were 
not reconciled 

. While these affairs were carried on, the controversy ^between 
lather and Zuinglius, respecting the eucbarist, ,wa$ agitated 
with great warmth. The grounds of this controversy,., as well 
as the great advantage which 2Juipglius pqs$essed, both in ar- 
jgum^ntand tamper, are sufficiently know*). 
. In the mean time, our reformer contipued to discharge, with 
zeal, diligence, and condescension,, the duties .of a pastor, 
both^ in public and in private. The church and the state 
reaped the benefit of his labours. JHe kept up , a .correspond* 
ence with learned men, and composed many books. But* in 
the midst of his usefulness and reputation, he drew to .the end 
of his course. The flame that was ^mothered burst .forth afreaiw 
Zuipgli.us accompanied the troops of Zurich, who were obliged 
to t engage at great disadvantage. — 

.* In the beginning* of the battle, while Zwingle was encouraging* the 
troeps by his exhortations,, he received a mortal wound, fell in tibe press, 
and remained senseless on >the field of battle while tfce enemy, were, pur * 
fuing theic v^cry, .(^i^pp^ri|^Jbjs.€9lisWWWi he jajeed .Wfffdf 
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with difficulty} crossed his feeble hands upon his breast, and lifted his 
dying eyes to heaVen. Some catholic soldiers, who had remained behind, 
found him in this attitude. Without knowing him, they offered him a 
confessor: Zwisgle would have replied, but was unable to articulate; 
he refused by a motion of the head. The soldiers then exhorted him to 
recommend bis soul to the Holy Virgin. ' A second sign of refusal en- 
raged them. " Die, then, obstinate heretic !" cried one, and pierced 
him with his pword. 

* It was not till the next day that the body of the reformer was found, 
and exposed to the view of the army. Among 'those whom curiosity 
attracted, several had known him, and, without sharing his religious opi- 
nions, had admired his eloquence, and done justice to the uprightness of 
his intentions : these were uanble to view his features, which death had 
Hot changed, without emotion. A former colleague of Zwingle's, who 
had left Zurich on .account of the reformation, was among the crowd. 
He ga?ed a. long time upon him who had been his adversary, and at 
length aaio*, with eniotion, " Whatever may have been thy faith, I am 
sure that thou wast always sincere, , and that thou lovedst thy country. 
May God take thy. soul to his mercy ! " 

* Far from sharing in this sentiment of compassion, the soldiers rejoiced 
in the death of a man whom they considered as the.principal support of 
heresy ; and they turnultuously surrounded the bloody corpse of the re- 
former. 4 Amid the ebullitions of their fanatical joy, some voices were 
heard to pronounce the words. " Let us burn the remains of the heresi- 
arch." All applauded the proposal : in vain did their leaders remind the 
furious soldiery of the respect due to the dead ; in vain did they exhort 
them not to irritate the protestants, who might one day avenge the insult : 
all was useless. They seized the body \ t a tribunal, named by acclamation, 
ordered ,that it should be burned, and the ashes scattered to the winds j 
and the sentence was executed the same instant.' p., 320 — 323. 

We find we have room only to add a word or two, respect- 
ing the translation ; of which we have little to say, but good. 
The original has not fallen into our hands; but. it seems to 
have met with justice. In the event of a second edition, we 
would recommend, to divide the work into chapters ; to put a 
funning title, with the date of the respective events, at the 
top of each 'page; and to subjoin an index. It would not be 
amiss to avoid die use of the word reform, instead of reforma- 
tion, and the insufferable repetition of the verb to cause, and to 
correct such inaccuracies as the following : * The qualities 
announced by Zwingle,' p. 4. ' It was a custom with the 
Swiss, to cause their arrnies to be attended by ministers of the 
altar, both to celebrate, &c. and that they might,' &c. p. 25. 

* Edification was ?mpatred, y p. 141. * Scandalised to witness, 
p. 142. * Ourselves should take,' p. 145. 'Inspired his au- 
dience with great veneration, p. 158 — of whom, or what? 

* Worked a coivoersum, which produced a great effect,' pp. 256. 

* Disposed respecting the employment of pious foundations**. 
p. 257. 
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Art. X. Travels in tie Interior of BratUl, particularly in the gold mi 
^ -diamond districts of that country, by authority of the Prinoe Regent of 
Portugal : including a voyage to the Rio de la Plata, and an historical 
sketch of the Revolution of Buenos Ayres. Illustrated with engravings. 
By John Mawe, author of " The Mineralogy of Derbyshire," 4*0, 
pp. 866. price 21. 2s. Longman. 1812* . 

pEW, we apprehend, who have perused this volume, took it 
up without over strained expectations, and few consequently 
have laid it down without feeling a degree of disappointment* 
The recent migration of tie bouse of Braganza, from il*e 
scenes of anarchy and desolation which shook its aatfta&ft 
foundations, to the inviting shores .of a colony which had long 
been its chief support : the phenomenon of a second indej>ea- 
dent state, organized beyoridthe Atlantic, and apparently pre- 
paring an asylum for those arts and defences, which though 
Europe brought forth and matured, she now hesitate? pot to 
sacrifice on the altars of war and ambition, are events which 
fbncibly draw the attention of the philosopher towards Bra- 
zil. He is solicitous to be acquainted with the nature, pro- 
duce, and appearance of the country and the character of its 
inhabitants. The account of its seaports, detailed by our 
navigators, are now insufficient ; he wishes to ascertain what 
degree of credit is due to reports which have been circulated, 
of canibals, devouring the flesh of their captives, and of socie- 
ties governed by laws for the support or vice and the sup- 
pression of virtue ; to know the precise situation of Tivers that 
roll their wave^ over beds of gold, rocks that glow with to- 
pazes, and sands that 'sparkle with diamonds. Such as have 
directed their enquiries to this subject, have indeed been dis- 
appointed in finding unembellished reality so totally at variance 
with the phantoms of imagination. Still, however, the Por-* 
tugutse dominions are involved in obscurity sufficiently tbiclfe 
to raise the hope of copious instruction and amusement from 
the perusal of travels into their interior, by one of our coun- 
trymen, prosecuted during a series of years, and aided by 
the recommendations and support of persons of the first 
consequence. In saying that such hope will be disappointed^ 
we do not mean to attaoh the whole or even the greater part - 
the blame to Mr. Mawe. From a person of his, «ense jwd 
judgment it certainly was not unreasonable to expect «ome ac- 
quaintance with natural history, as a very moderate degree 
of study would have prevented the, deplorable errors ki zoology 
and botany which continually occur. Nor was it extravagant 
to suppose, that a professed mineralogist would have uad 
a more general and amurate Iwowtedg* of geology and 
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mineralogy; In other respects his observations have every 
appearance of being unprejudiced and well founded, and it is 
precisely this circumstance which renders them, if not dull, 
yet much less amusing th&n books of travels in distant countries 
usually are. The fact is, that the government so pompously 
transferred from Europe to America — was hardly worth th£ 
carriage. Instead of prqjnoting the general improvement of 
its subjects, in it is very nature^it is inimical to every alteration; 
an absolute monarchy, vested in an individual, the slave and 
tool of sycophants and ministers whose interest and endeavour 
it Wt equally to deceive their master and his subjects. The 
manners of the inhabitants in the larger towns, resemble those 
in the European towns, whence their ancestors sprung, if they 
are not even more voluptuous and more superstitious, while 
thai part of the population which lives in remoter parts, blind 
torts real interests, and oppressed by injurious regulations, 
drags on a comfortless existence, or pines in abject misery. 
Such of the aborogines of the country as have not been hunted 
down by the Portuguese, fly their neighbourhood, and few 
opportunities, we apprehend, occur of deciding whether their 
present habits justify the continuation of the epithet anthropo- 
vhagi. The £aulistas, of whom such preposterous accounts 
nave been imposed on the public, representing them a* a race, 
Whose ideas of morality were diametrically opposite to the rest 
of mankind, appear by Mr.Mawe's account in a more favour- 
able light than most of their neighbours. The gold and 
diamond works, afford a scanty produce with a great expen 
diture of human labour, which is applied in a manner far 
Jess ingenious, than in procuring coal in our owmcountry ; and 
the emolument which these precious productions afford to a 
few individuals, is generally purchased at too dear a rate by 
the vilest hypocrisy and the most criminal deceit. 

So unpromising a subject, would require uncommon inge- 
nuity in an author, to render it productive of much interest 
to the reader ; it might perhaps be practicable if patriotism 
inspired him with enthusiasm, or roused him to indignation. 
But Mr. Mawe is no enthusiast ; he is a plain Englishman, 
who is: accustomed to, and we hope, prizes the comforts of 
the English made of life. He finds a bag of the straw. of Indian 
corn an Uncomfortable bed, though on the verge of the gold 
district; and complains of the misery of a bad dinner even in 
Villa Rica; no raptures transform inconveniences into adven- 
tures; no abuses excite, a greater degree of censure than 
disapprobation. Another circumstance, besides natural tem- 
per, may have contributed to soften the terms in which he 



Digitized by 



Google 



942 Mawe's Travels: 

animadverts upon the latter. His work is dedicated to the 
Prince Regent of Portugal; the author doubtless hopes that 
its contents will be noticed by his royal highness, and must,- 
on this account, be anxious not to appear ungrateful for the 
patronage afforded him,, which would have been the case had 
he given loose to his feelings. 

Having thus lowered the expectations of our readers, we, 
have no longer a doubt that such of them as thank an author 
for telling the truth, though he destroys a pleasing illusion, 
will feel themselves obliged to Mr. Mawe for the contents of 
his volume ; notwithstanding the tedious details of insigni- 
ficant occurrences which but too frequently interrupt the 
narration of more weighty matter. They add at least to 
the evidences of the correctness and authenticity of the. 
work, which, indeed, scarcely needed a proof. How far the 
same character of veracity may apply, to the plates we can- 
not decidedly state, but landscapes sketched oy one person, 
drawn by a second, and engraved by a third, can hardly be sup- 
posed very exact. 

It does not appear that Mr. Mawe left England with the 
definite intention of prosecuting his researches in the direc- 
tion they afterwards took ; indeed he could, at the time of bis 
leaving England, hardly entertain a hope of obtaining permis- 
sion for the purpose. He sailed, as he informs us, on a voyage 
ofcommercial experiment to Rio de la Plata, in the year 1804^ 
in a vessel of his own, under Spanish colours. Touching at Ca- , 
diz, to conform with certain commercial regulations of the Spa- 
nish government, he found himself unexpectedly placed in a 
very aukward predicament, by the declaration of war in the au- 
tumn of that year ; the city was blockaded, and the plague 
soon made its appearance. Mr. Mawe caught the infection ; 
but having taken the precaution to guard against it, by the use; 
of calomel, escaped without much inconvenience. His voy- 
age to Monte Video was attended with no trifling perils from 
the ignorance of his captain, who was wholly unacquainted 
with the navigation of the La Plata ; but these were on)y a pre- 
lude to what awaited him on landing. Fresh blunders of his 
captain rendered him suspected as an Englishman ; his person 
was seized, and the ship and cargo confiscated. At length, 
however, he was admitted to bail, and oq the appearance of , 
General Beresford*s expedition in the river, ordered int^o the 
. interior. Here he had an opportunity of studying the mode of 
life of the Peons, to whom the care of the immense, herds of, 
cattle on the breeding farms,, is entrusted. They are chiefly 
emigrants from Paraguay, and among the numbers settled in 
th6 government of La Plata, few women are tobe found ! The* 
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absence of domestic comfort from their dwellings, is, therefore, 
not to be wondered at; a gloomy apathy pervades their dispo- 
sitions and habits, except when roused by their passion for 
gaming and intoxication, which occasion numerous evils, 
encouraged by the lax administration of the laws. 

Mr. Mawe engaged one of these men to convey a letter to Sr. 
Francisco Juacino, a magistrate in Monte Video, who immedi- 
ately sent an order for bis liberation, which was readily obeyed 
by bis host : and he arrived in time to join the unfortunate expe* 
dition under General Whitelocke. It fell to bis lot* on this 
occasion to command the Peons who were employed in pro- 
curing provisions for the army, an arduous and dangerous ser- 
vice, which they executed with all the zeal their situation 
admitted, but for which they were most shamefully re- 
warded. They were, after the capitulation, seized by a party 
of Spaniards, and for want of a spirited remonstrance from the 
commander in chief, sentenced to death or hard labour, as 
traitors to their country. This may have been owing to for- 
getfulness, but an English soldier ought not to forget bis ally 
in the time pf need. 

That the state of society in this country is unnatural and 
degenerate, requires no further proof than Mr. Mawe's obser- 
vations on the disparity of the numbers of males and females. 
In Buenos Ayres and its vicinity, the latter are to the former 
as four .to one; while in the interior, owing to the deplorable 
state of agriculture, the excess of males is equally great. 

After the evacuation of Monte Video, Mr. Mawe set sail in 
a Portugueze vessel for Rio Janeiro. He was obliged to 
make some stay at the Island of St. Catherine's, which he des- 
cribes with much minuteness. 

It is divided into four parishes, and contains about 30,000 
souls: The producejis such as might be expected — rice, maize, 
mandioca, or cassibi, sugar, indigo, &c. but the trade is incon- 
siderable. 

Armasao, a village on the coast, is remarkable, as a port 
employed in the whale fishery, where the fish, caught on the 
coast are cut up. The number formerly brought in during 
the season, amounted to between, three and four hundred, but 
is not so great at present. Mr. Mawe visited the boiling* 
house,* &c. which be describes as ' superior tp any thing of the 
kind at Greenland dock, and indeed to all similar establish- 
ments in Europe. 9 , ' There are twenty -seven large boilers and. 
places for three more ; their tanks are vast vaults, on some of; 
which a boat might >))e rowed with ease.' 

«4t Sanies our, timelier appears to bavernej: with a very port; 
reception, which was not atoned for when he visited it a se- 
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cond time, Ho had Several letters of recommendatioa oti hi* 
first visit, not one of which procured him any civility, and he 
was obliged to engage a canoe to convey bim up the river in 
quest of a night's lodging ; wbea returning he was provided 
with introductions to a judge and a merchant, and consequent 
tly hoped for a kinder welcome ; 

' We were, however,* says he, • deceived, the judge received us coldly, 
and when I asked him where the person lived to whom our other letter 
was addressed,- he seemed quite rejoiced at the opportunity 6f shewing 
us out of hfs house* The merchant was as frigid as the judge, and made 
us a paltry excuse. We then repaired to an apothecary. After telling 
him our situation, he kindly offered us his shop floor for a lodging, it being 
the only place under cover he had to spare.' 

This mode of treatment, however, by no means puts him out 
of temper, or provokes him to invective. He satisfies himself 
with observing, with more coolness than correctness, that * hos- 
pitality is a duty most practised where the occasions for its 
exercise most rarely occur.* 

Mr. Mawe's account of his journey from Santos to S. Paulo is 
interesting though defective, the road is highly romantic ; it , 
leads across the chain of mountains which runs in a direction 
nearly parallel with the coast from l(f to 30° S. lat. and, from the 
manner in which it is executed, is truly creditable to. the enter* 
prising spirit of the Brazilians. The summit of this chain, our 
author describes * as a plain of considerable extent, the lowest 
estimated height of which is six thousand feet.* But this is 
most probably a mere random guess, and it is to be regretted, 
that, being engaged in what may be termed a journey of dis- 
covery, he did not add a barometer to his travelling apparatus, 
and give us a single observation instead c*f aft " estimate.** 
Hitf geological notices are equally scanty; * the component 
parts appeared to be granite, and frequently soft crumbling 
ferruginous sandstone.* The streams * force their way 
through many detached and round masses of granite.* * The 
surface of the summit is dhiefly composed of quartz, ( a conw 
prehensive name !) covered with sand.* This is all Mr. Mawe 
can observe, though he remarks, that the road is cut through 
the solid rocks in many places, which would afford excellent 
opportunities of examining the strata. 

Those unsightly swellings of the neck known by the ap- 
pellation of wens and goitres, common among the inhabitants of 
most mountainous districts, are also prevalent here, though of 
a <dirTe rent shape. 

On entering the town of St. Paul, Mr. M*n*e was struck with 
tie neat appearance of its bouses j they are stuccoed in v&~ 
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rious colours, and those in the principal streets two or three 
stories high. 

€ It is situated on a pleasing eminence of about two miles in extent , sur- 
rounded on three sides by low meadow land, and washed at the base by 
rivulets, which almost insulate it in rainy weather ; it is connected with 
the high-land by a narrow ridge. The. rivulets flow in a pretty large stream 
called the Tieti, which runs within a mile of the town m a south-west di- 
rection. Over them there are several bridges, some of stone and others 
of wood, built by the late governor. The streets of Su Paul's, owing 
to its elevation (about 50 feet above the plain)* and the water which almost 
surrounds it, are in general remarkably clean $ the material with which 
they are paved, is lamillary grit-stone, cemented by oxide of iron, and 
Containiofflarge pebbles of rounded quartz, approximating to the conglo- 
merate. This pavement is an alluvial formation containing gold, many 
particles of which metal are found in the chinks and hollows after heavy 
rains, and at such seasons are diligently sought for by the poorer sort of 
people. 9 p. 67. . 

Owing to its elevated site, the heat is very moderate, and 
the air healthy. The houses are built by the method termed 
pise, of earth firmly rammed, together. The population 
h& estimated at fifteen or twenty thousand, of which the 
ckrgy amount to five hundred. With respect to their 
origin, our author follows F. Gaspar da Madre de Dios, 
a Portuguese, in attributing it to a colony of Indians and Je- 
jmits ; in contradiction to Vaiasette and Charlevoix, who ascribe 
it to a baud of. freebooters, out-laws of the neighbouring 
settlements. Whatever their ancestors may have been, it is 
very clear that the present inhabitants are at least as civilized 
as those of the other towns of the country. From this place 
Mr. Mawe made a visit to the gold mines of Jaragua, famed for 
the immense treasures they produced nearly two centuries ago, 

* The face of the country is uneven and rather mountainous. The rock, 
where it is exposed, appears to be primitive granite, inclining to gneis, 
with a portion of hornblende, aad frequently mica. The soil is red 9 and 
remarkably ferruginous, in many places apparently of mat depth. The gold 
lies, for the most part, in a stratum of grounded pebbles and gravel, called 
catcalhaOf immediately incumbent on the solid rock. Where water of suffici- 
ently high level can be commanded, the ground is cut in steps, each 
twenty or thirty feet wide, two or three broad, and about one deep. Nea»* the 
bottom a trench is cut to die depth of two or three feet. On each step, stand 
sue or eight negroes, who, as the water Hows gently from above, keep the 
earth continually in motion with shovels, until the whole is reduced to liquid 
fated and washed below. The particles of gold contained in this earth descend 
SO the tremih, where, by reason of their specific gravity, they quickly preci- 
pitate. Workmen are continually employed at the trench to remove the 
Stones* aad dear away the surface, which opetttion is much assisted, by the 
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current of Water which falls into it. After five days' washing, the predpita* 
tion in the trench is carried to sojne convenient stream, to undergo a second 
clearance. Each, workman standing in .the stream, takes into a bowl five or 
six pounds weight of the sediment, which generally consists of heavy matter, 
of a dark carbonaceous hue. They admit certain quantities of w^ter into the 
bowls, which they move about so dexterously, that the precious metal, sepa- 
rating from the inferior and lighter substances, settles to the bottom and sides 
of the vessel. They then rin&e their bowls in a larger vessel of clean water- 
leaving the gold in it ; and begin again. The washing of each bowlful 
occupies from five to eight or nine minutes; the gold produced is ex- 
tremely variable in quantity, and in the size of its particles, some of which 
are so minute, that they float, while others are found as large as peas, 
and not unfrequently much larger. This operation is superintended by 
overseers, as the result is of considerable importance. When the whole 
is finished, the gold is borne home to be dried, and at a convenient time 
is taken to the permutation office, where it is weighed, and a fifth is re- 
served for the Prince. The remainder is smelted by fusion with muriate 
of mercuiy, cast into ingots, assayed, and stamped according to its intrin- 
sic value, a certificate of which is given with it: after a. copy of that in- 
strument has been duly entered at the mint-office, the ingots circulate as 
specie.' p. 77— 79. 

Returning to Santos, he proceeded in a canoe along the 
coast to Zapitiva, and thence by land to Rio de Janeiro, of 
which he gives us a meagre description. Pleased with the 
civilities he met with, he does not give himself the trouble 
to investigate minutely the state of society ; nor to pry into 
the real condition of morality while no outrageous violation 
of decorum occasioned him personal inconvenience* Having 
letters of recommendation to the Conde de Linhares, he was 
soon introduced to the Prince Regent, and at his solicitation 
induced to take upon himself the management of His Royal 
Highness' farm at Santa Cruz. This situation which exposed 
bim to the chicane and petty artifices of a courtier of the 
Prince's household, was however, so repugnant to his English 
spirit that he was very glad to get rid of his trust as soon as 
possible, and to accept the more agreeable commission of exa- 
mining a silver mine which was said to have been discovered (it 
C^nta Gallo. 

Mr. Mawehad here an opportunity of seeing sotne of the half 
civilized aborigines of tfae district. They reside in the woods 
in miserable huts thatched with palm-leaves, and subsist by the 
chase, displaying great skill in the use of their bows. ' They 
have a copper-coloured skin, short and rouna visage, broad 
nose, lank black hair, and regular stature, inclining to the short 
and broad set. 9 They must t?e possessed of qncommon powersj 
pf digestion, if what Mr. Ma.we very gravely aastirea us b* 
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triie : f thai: tl&ey will devour almost any animal in the coarsest 
manner, for instance, abirduttptyckea, half roasted, with the 
.entrails remaining.** The strong predilection for spirituQus 
liquors, they have in common with oiher savage nations, nor 
ean we think our traveller's present to them of i€ a few bottles 
of liquor,'* a very judicious or a very humane remuneration 
for exhibiting their dexterity. The gold-washing at Santa 
Rita, about five Jeagues distant, is remarkable, if we rightly 
comprehend our author's meaning, from its situation in cal- 
careous mountains. It is esteemed profitable, affording * from 
fourteen pence to two shilling for each negro employed.* But 
whether this implies the net profit to the owner, or the produce 
in gold before the fifth for government, the expences of pro- 
curing the cascalhao, and the hire of the negroes, should they 
not belong t to the master, be deducted, we cannot ascertain. 
The supposed silver mine was found to be a mere stratagem 
of some needy adventurers. 

After returning to Rio de Janeiro, our author solicited per* 
mission fo explore the diamond mines of Serra do Frio, and 
through the mediation of the Conde de Linhares obtained 

Eassports and letters of recommendation, a favour which 
ad hitherto never been granted to a foreigner. Lord Strang- 
ford also procured for him 'admission to the archives, for 
the purpose of examining all the manuscript maps, and of 
copying from any of them whatever might be necesssary to 
guide him in his route.' If they afforded nothing better* than 
the sketch given in the annexed plate, they must have been of 
very little value. Of more material use were two soldiers of 
the corps of miners, who had recently escorted a poor negro 
from Villa do Principe, in conseduence of his having begged 
leave to present to the Prince Regent a diamond, nearly a 
pound weight, apd who was left to find his way back as well 
as he could, after it had been discovered that his gem was no 
more than a rounded crystal. Little worth relating occurred, 
fill Mr. Mawe and his escort got to the neighbourhood of 
Villa Rica f where his curiosity was excited by hearing of a 
mine of Topazes, which he visited in company with the owner. 
His expectations of the works dignified by this appellation were 
not a little disappointed when he arrived on the spot. 

* After walking about half a mile op the mountain just mentioned, I was 
shewn* two breaks or. slips, in which my guide informed me were thetopa* 
nines. We entered one of them, which was in extent little short of two 
acres ; the argillaceous schistus, which formed the upper stratum, appeared 
in a yariety of stages, the greater part migrating into micaceous schistus. 
In one part I observed two negroes poking in the little soft veins, which tht 
ilips disclosed, with a piece of rusty iron, probably part of an old hogp \ 

Vol. VIII. 4 n 
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acttdtmtncfAtlng wfeat tfayitore about, I was Wormed thay were ib* 
hmjnw, ^arcWngibr twpazes. * f. 163. i 

Nor was he gratified by finding any specimens more perfect 
than those usually imported to this country. After examining 
* cart-load at the proprietor's house, he was unable to obtain 
a single crystal with a double pyramid or adhering to the 
original matrix. 

Villa Rica, the capital of the gold district in this part of 
Brazil, appears to have owed its origin to adventurers from 
St. Pa»l*s # who made an accidental discovery of the riches of . 
the neighbourhood, and establishedthemselves on the mountain 
in spite of the opposition of the native Indians. The present 
town was begun on a regular plan in 171 1. As early as the 
year 1113, the royal fifth amounted to half a million sterling 
annually, and between 1730 and 1750, when the mines were 
most productive, frequently to a million. They are now 
on the decline and the city exhibitsevery mark of rapid decay. 

The gold obtained, is brought to the roynl mint, where it 
is immediately cast into ingots, which having been assayed 
and stamped, become articles of commerce. It varies from 
sixteen carats to twenty- three and a half, or within half a carat 
of perfect purity. 

In the journey from Villa ttica to Tejuco, Mr. Mawe passed 
Largos, a solitary hut, near which Platiiia had been found in 
a gold washing. It was mistaken for gold mixed with £ome 
other metals but little real gold being round., the works were 
abandoned, and our author doubts whether it would pay the 
expences of resuming them, as the demand for the former 
metal is at present very small. 

The diamond district commences a little to the north of 
Villa do Principe, and is described as very different in its as- 
pect from that which our traveller had left, ' its surface con* 
siting of coarse sand and rounded quartz pebbles,* and being 
almost destitute of wood and herbage. Mr. Mawe also men- 
tions a hillock near the road ( exhibiting perpendicular lamina* 
of micaceous grit,' which he 'found to be flexible;' but we 
can hardly discover from this account whether they were what 
is generally called the elastic sandstone of Brazil. At Tejuco hi* 
passports and letters of recommendation procured him every ci-» 
vi&ty. The principal diacuovrd^ork is situated on thewver 4igi~ 
tonihrorrha, .about 90 friiles farher, and in spite of tbe> fatigues of 
the journey, be set off with the^overnor to visit it, the day after 
bis arrival in Tejuco. The laud in the immediate neighbourhood 
qf thismjne, is rather more fertile than the surrounding efisttrtt^ 
ftyd IVJamd^g^, the village in wbich the officers and negroes dwells 
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Consists of about at hundred habitations, several of which have 
gardens. The works ate in the bed of the river, which is di- 
verted from its course by a canal, though ' as wide as the 
Thames at Windsor, and from three to nine feet deep.* The 
cascalhao is the same as that in the gold districts, which also* 
if we remember right, corresponds with the stratum in which 
the diamonds of the East Indies are found. In Hindoos tan f 
however, this species of gravel is said to be found in veins* 
tesembling the metalliferous veins of our own country, passing 
in a nearly straight direction through the rocks, whereas it 
occurs here merely as the deposit of former floods. It is raised 
and conveyed to convenient.situations for washing, by mean* 
of machinery of simple construction, and ' as much is col- 
lected in the dry season as will occupy all their hands during 
the rainy months** 

The washing is performed in a shed twenty-five or thirty yards 
long, down the middle of which a stream of water is conveyed. 
The floor on one side of the canal is divided into troughs, each 
about a yard wide, with a gentle declivity from the stream* 
Over each of these troughs a negro is stationed who regulate* 
the admission of water on the cascalhao* which is thrown into 
them, stirring and turning it continually. The earthy particles 
are first carried away ; when the water runs clear the larger 
pebbles are thrown out, and then those of an inferior size; at 
last the whole is carefully examined for diamonds. When a 
negro finds one. be stands upricht, and claps his hands ; an 
overseer receives the gem, and deposits it in a gamella, which 
is emptied at the close of the work, and the contents delivered 
to an officer who weighs and registers them. 

Though the quantity of diamonds found in a day is very varia- 
ble, it seems that a tolerable correct average may be formed 
of the quantity wirifeh a number of tons of casos&ao trill pro- 
duce. Our author was shewed a flat £iefce of greuwd* whtefe 
the indendant calculated would produce ten fhevsaftd ealrats; 
whenever it was thought proper to work It. The diamond!* off 
this river and its vicinity, which have been lori|[ sought after, fttfe 
reported to bb of th$ finest quality. 

« They vary in size ; some are so small that four or five B&e readied ** 
weigh one grain, consequently sixteen or twenty to the carat : there are 
seldom found more than two or three stones of from seventeen to twenty 
carats in the course of a year, and not onee in two years is there fbttul 
throughout thewhole washings a stone of thirty carats. 4 

The largest diamond in the princeV possession, is neferly WF 
an ounce in weight? and was found in one of the remote* 
diamond districts by three criminate who had been banished 
into the interior, and prohibited the efljoymertt of oiviltetrf 
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society. They wandered about for six years, endeavouring 
to make some discovery of sufficient importance to purchase 
a reverse of fortune, and were at last rewarded for their 
perseverance by finding a gem of such Value as would have 
expatiated, in the eye of avarice, f6r the most atrocious crimes. 
They entrusted the secrets to a clergyman, who conveyed them 
to Villa Rica, where the genuineness of thfe stone was pr6- 
properly ascertained ; it was forwarded to Rio de Janeiro; from 
whence a frigate was dispatched with it to Lisbon ; whither 
the clergyman also repaired, and succeeded in procuring a 
pardon for the discoverers and preferment for himself. 

The miners of Serra do Frio (frequently misspelt Cerro do 
ITrioby our author) were discovered by mining adventurers 
from Villa do Principe, soon #fter the establishment of 
the latter place. The value of the diamonds was not sus- 
pected, and the governor made use of them as counters 
at his card table. They at last found their way to Europe 
where Dutch acuteness readily discovd-ed their real value, 
and as readily availed itself of the discovery, by contract- 
ing with the Portuguese government for all the stones 
which should be found. So great was the abundance sent over 
in the first years, that not only their pricewas considerably 
lowered in Europe, but they were even sent to India which 
had hitherto furnished Europe with this article of luxury; 

The diamond territories were tet. under certain conditions 
to individuals, who enriched themselves and defrauded the 
government. In 1772 these contracts were ended and govern- 
ment took them into. its own hands ; thereby changing bad 
for worse; and at the present day the produce of the mines 
is mortgaged for a debt owing to foreigners. 

' During a period of five years, from 18Q1 to 1806 inclusive the ex- 
fences were 204,0001. ; and the diamonds sent to the treasury at. Rio 
de Janeiro weighed 115,675 carats. The value of gold found, in the 
same period amounted to 17,3001. sterling, from which it appears that 
the diamonds actually cost Government thirty-three shillings and nine- 
pence per carat. These years were esteemed singularly productive ; the 
mines do not in general yield to Government more than 20,000 carats 
annually.' p. 249, 

• We must however by no -means suppose that this is the 
total produce of the works. The high value, of the gems, 
and their being so extremely portable, offer the greatest fa- 
cilities for fraud of every description — which are most dili- 
gently improved by the resident Portuguese. Mr. Mawe's 
usual prudence and moderation, prevented him from being 
frery explicit pn this subject; but enough of the cloven foot 
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appears, to enable us to judge of the rest. An appearance of 
decfency is however esteemed highly necessary. 

« Custom has rendered the feelings of their real owners in Tejuco so 
irritable, on being suspected to encourage the practice, that if the word 
grimficro (smuggler) is mentioned in conversation, they shudder with 
hbrror, and distort their features, calling on the Virgin to witners their 
abhorrence of a crime to which Goverment has attached the greatest 
disgrace and punishments. 

' Pure, honest souls! Being a stranger in the country, I conceived 
that these gentlemen really felt the sentiments which their words and 
gestures expressed ; and* as persons of all ranks seemed to fear coo* 
versing on the subject, I thought at first that I should not see a single 
diamond in all Tejuco, except those in the treasury ; but a little ac- 
quaintance with the town soon convinced me that I was a novice: 
for, on visiting a few friends to whom I had introductions, I found . 
that diamonds were bartered for every thing, and were actually much 
more current than specie. Even pious indulgences were bought with 
them; and surely no" one could have suspected that the seller of* 
His Holiness's bulls would condescend to ; taste the forbidden fruits of ; 
Tejuco. ' r ' 

The consequence is such as might be expected. In the 
midst of sold and diamonds little appears but indolence, and 
vice, ana beggary. Wejmust here again complain of Mr. 
Mawe's defective information and express a wish that there 
had been somewhat more arithmetic in his account, to enable 
us to forma precise idfca of the profits of the diamond and 
gold works. It is however sufficiently evident that were it; 
not for the auri sacra fames, the infatuating irrational love 
of gold becaue it is gold, and not as the representative of 
real wealth, there are few professions that would not afford. 
a more certain and a more abundant return, than these 
mines ; but, as our author observes, ' such. are their habitual 
and long cherished prejudices, that they would take ten 
times more pains to procure forty shillings worth of gold, 
at an expense of thirty shillings, than they would to obtain 
forty shillings worth of butter, though it were only to cost 
them five.* 

The way in which gold is procured, almost precludes the; 

Eossibility of improvement in civil society. The mines are 
nown to be productive only for a limited term* and it is 
consequently pot worth while for the 'persons who work them 
to form a permanent establishment which would become 
useless as soon as the works are abandoned. No lasting ad- 
vantage procured by present inconvenience ; no friendship 
cemented by long acquaintance, and proximity of residence ; 
no prospective View to the comforts arid welfare o£ posterity j 
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i* a word no horn* is to be found here. Even Wtare the appa- 
rently inexhaustible tretaure* of a wewrtain have given rise to 
a town 0£ a city, the tide of prosperity has qrIjt proved tern* 
porary, aqd sudden decay has succeeded its epheiaaeraf ag* 
grapxlizspient. . 

The w^Rcholy yeflexionjs whifh obtruded themsefres upon 
.owjaiod in ^erasing thiap$ut-Qf Hx. fyfawe's WQrfc, wqre in 
some degree enlivened by the tribute which &3 pay* to th* 
rational , character of the negroes* who. form * very epnajdeiv 
able part of the population of the country* We wer# glad 
to find, that the Negroes in the Brazils, distinguish thenu 
stives by their iwlu-stry, that they are a respectable class of 
people, and though treated as slaves, are not looked trpon 
as brutes. The stories of those who are ^rhriloyed irt 
5tqe diamond -mines being compelled to work naked are false, 
as they #re dressed in clothes suitable to tbelr employ- 
n&ent. They are. educated, when young, in the same manner 
m the obildxen of ifceir meters, (a very inditfereut manner 
it is true!) »tbey have as much land as they can cuU 
tivate at their leisure* which on account of the numerous 
holidays of the Roman Catholic church is not inconsiderable. 
On the prince's farm at Santa Cruz they have two days inr 
the week regularly allowed them. But what will astonish the 
^Jamaica Christians the most is, the absurd idea of the Portu- 
guese SIave-«owner$ that the advantages of instructing the 
Negroes in religion is sufficient to repay the loss of $ portion 
of time every morning and evening wnich is devoted to prayers! 

In accompanying ,our author to Tejuco we were diverted 
tfith the accounts which he gives of the miserable state of 
agriculture, and his laudable assiduity in teaching the people 
to churn and make cheese, Notwithstanding the difficulties 
which he had to -encounter from their stupidity, indolence, 
and attachment to old prejudices. The inconvenience in- 
deed that be suffered, and the exertions made by him, for 
the improvement of farming ki Brazil, began, it seems, at 
Vera Cruz, where, though 8000 head of cattle are kept, he 
Jiad to wait tkree hours for breakfasts" because no milk 
xrould be procured,** ana* was actuary on ,the point of 'or- 
dering out his horse, to return < fifty mites of hard fkling* 
to Rio to avoid being famished, p, 106. 

At Bordo do Campo he had the curiosity to examine the 
dairy of Ms host;, 

« Instead of an apartment, *ick as I espttfedt* fod» fitted^ an4 
kept in order, for t&a* tot* purpose, I wa& anew* ioto a kind of dirt} 
atgre-rooin* the smell of which wm intolerable. The present* I \pa* 
£pjd> was not the time for making cheese, as the cows gave milk poly in 
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the rakqr fteasae. I begged**** d* implements used i» toe process 5 
and oa cramming thtm (quad, to my attar astooisEaKni, 'thai neither the 
vats.nor clatbs had been washed since they were last used* and the milk* 
pails* &c. were i* the same condition.' pp. 154—155. 

This would assuredly have satisfied the curiosity of an ordi- 
nary traveller, but Mr. M. was not to be deterred by such 
$ r^puta; *be asked to see the utensil used for quaking but* 
ter^ a favour which however was denied hfoa, under pretence 
that it was not ia the way; but probably to evade his 
criticisms He left Captain Hodrigo da Lima receipts for 
preparing cheese, btnter, &c, aecxHdum urUm> though he 
owns that this gentleman ' ieenned quite itfdi&fereot about 
adopting them.* 

But it would be trespassing too much on our reader's patience 
to recount even his principal adventures ;. it must suffice to 
observe that, at the Fazenda do Banco, he at last obtained 
an opportunity of practically exhibiting the operation of 
the churn to the admiring daughters of Columbia. The 
churn indeed had to be made of the trunk of a tree* of the 
length and girth required, sawed lengthways, hollowed, joined 
again with iron hoops; and the vessels used for putting by 
the wijk, being narrow at* top and broad below, were ill 
adapted for collecting the cream ; Mr. M. however surmounted 
every difficulty , and succeeded in obtaining a tolerably fair 
proportion of good butter. 

From, Tejuco Mr. Mawe retraced bis steps to Rio* and from 
thence set sail shortly after for England; but it must not be 
imagined that the work closes at his journey's end. — We have 
still a hundred pages of geographical notices, commercial ob- 
servations, and an appenaix to wade through* Tne bulk to 
which our remarks on our author's itinerary have swelled, 
prevent us from offering our readers more, than a few*brief 
notices. 

If the geographical information be really the result of Mr* 
Mawe's acquaintance with Portuguese authorities, it is cre- 
ditable to bis industry, and still more so to that of the authors 
of our best maps, who are well acquainted with most' of the 
particulars which he mentions : if— but we do not wish to in- 
sinuate that this has been the case — the observations are 
founded on English maps, it is at least a high complement to 
the abilities of our geographers, and one wnich they deserve. 
It is much to be lamented that their productions, in which the 
phn aspires to classical correctness, should be disfigured by 
so many faults in the names. 

Mr, Mawe's observations on the commerce of Brazil* evince 
good scnae, if not qxtraordinary agutenes* j but th? tuercao- 
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tile adventure! which have been lately made to Sooth America, 
have occasioned such a defangement of trade, that it will re- 
quire many years to bring it to a permanent level; and till this" 
is the case it must be perpetually changing. The appendix 
contains an account of the revolution of Buenos Ayres. ; agri- 
cultural observations ; and miscellaneous remarks. 

Art. XI. £ssdys f Biographical, Critical* and Historical ; illustrative 
of the Rambler, jfdventuve* , and Idler % and of the various periodical 
Papers which, in Imitation of the Writings of Steele and Addison, 
have been published between the Close of the Eighth Volume of the 
Spectator, and the Commencement of the Year 1809. By Nathan 
Drake, M. D. Author of literary Hours > and o( Essays en the Tatler f 
Spectator, and Guardian. Foolsc. 8vo. 2 vol. pp. 1000. Price 11. Is. 
Suttaby, 1809* 

A Respectable stipend, we have sometimes thought, might 
be merited from the literary public, by a man who should 
be qualified to execute the office of snggester of desiderata; 
a man, whose comprehensive knowledge of the actual state mf 
literature, and whose discerning and inventive quickness, 
should indicate the possibilities of useful or entertaining no- 
velty, at all the points round the whole circuit of the now vast 
province of authorship; who should strike out in a definite 
and practicable form, a variety of projects that have nevef 
been thought of at all ; add bring out into intelligible concep- 
tions, capable of being made the bases of schemes, many faint 
casual ideas, which had occurred to other men, without excit- 
ing a suspicion of the capabilities involved in them. ' A cer-* 
tain imaginable extent of knowledge and ingenuity would soon 
detect, in the region of literature, a thousand spaces vacant, 
or but partially occupied, and with what is worthless, wheite 
numerous literary workmen might be set to business, many of 
them in the performance of what would not be trite, : and not a 
few in what should be very considerably original; while, for 
want of such' a suggester, many of these worthy labourers have 
fallen into situations where they are not wanted ; where they 
are only incommoding and obstructing one another, by the 
cram of company and the clashing of literary toots ; and where 
they are actually spoiling the performances of their abler pre- 
decessors. 

It is on a more elevated ground of the mental world, than 
what is usually denominated literature, that Bacon will pro- 
bably always maintain his supremacy, as the grand chief of 
suggesters. In literature strictly so called,' perhaps Dr. 
Johnson was the best qualified, or any man of his time, for 
such an office as we have proposed. An evidence of no small 
force in favour of his claims, is furnished by a paper given in 
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the work before us, consisting of a long aeries of literary pro- 
jects, noted down to be executed by himself, though, as Dr. . 
t)rake observes, he never accomplished, nor even commenced,/ 
in composition, any one of them; and a number of them still 
i)emain desiderata. It is probable that, ki various degrees of 
extent and ingenuity, there are lists of this, sort of memoranda 
among the papers of most men of learning and genius. Of 
certain individuals of the present time, most indolent to write, 
but most powerful and prolific in the invention of untbought- 
of topics, and original trains of illustration, it is known that 
their mere hints and sketches, transcribed, without alteration, 
from loose papers and pocket-books, would make a volume' 
of no contemptible size, and of very great interest. Many of 
these hints are doubtless of such a. nature, that none but the 
minds to which they occurred could adequately follow them 
out and expand them ; but may it not be presumed, also, that 
a considerable number of them suggest such topics as, though 
not to be found in the most frequented part of the domains of 
literature, might be worked out into very tolerable treatises ot 
essays, by some of the multitude of sharp quills, that are con- 
stantly held, ready charged, and as vigilantly prompt for ac- 
tion as the fowling-pieces of the, keenest sportsmen. If sp, 
may we not be allowed to suggest to these richly inventive, 
but unoperative literati, that it would be a deed of consider- 
able benevolence to publish at least a certain proportion of 
these accumulated notes. These secluded collections may be 
regarded as somewhat like locked drawers, full of the seeds of 
the most rare and beautiful exotic plants and flowers, brought 
from every country that is the least known to us, apd unpa- 
triotically kept in this useless state by the indefatigable col* 
lectors and importers. In the name of good-nature and our 
country, if they are too indolent to create a botanic garden 
themselves, let them give or sell out such a portion of these 
seeds, as they think would be the least difficult of cultivation, 
to the more ordinary and working sort of gardeqers, that we 
may have at least a chance, if not of regaling oureetlyes with 
the most foreign and curious hues, scents and tastes, yet of 
enjoying a little of what we could not probably have had, but 
through favour of the voyagers and travellers of literature 
— in other words, of men whose minds go out on discovery, 
beyond the ordinary scope of thinking among cultivated 
persons. 

Every now and then we meet with a fortunate literary man, 
who has both found out a desideratum, and very satisfactorily 
supplied it; and we consider Dr. Drake as such an instance, 
A critical history of that part of our literature which has been 
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produced at varriom times, inf the form of short periodic*! es- 
says, was a ne* suggestion 5 , was capable^ of a de4ned scheme* 
would be deemed admirable thing the first moment that any 
person, in the least curious about owr literature, should bear 
of it ; and its execution was in the hands of a person endowed 
with all tbe requisite judgment, inquttkrveness* and perse- 
verance. 

We were happy to commend, with little exception, tbe 
work which accomplished the first part of his plan, ihe Essays 
on the Tader, Spectator, and Guardian 5 awd we think this 
latter part witt be an eonally acceptably service to the public. 
Tbo contents are as follow : 

Part I. — Essay 1. Observations on the Taste which had been 
generated by Steele and Addison for Periodical Composition. 
Enumeration of the Periodical Papers which were written dur- 
ing the publication of the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. 
Essay 2. Observations on the Periodical Papers which were 
written between the close of the eighth volume of the Spec- 
tator and the commencement of the Rambler ; with some ge- 
neral remarks on their tendency and complexion. 

PartIL — Ettsay I, The literary Life of I>r. Johnson. Ap- 
pendix No. t anil No. 2. Essay 2. The Ikerary Life of Br. 
Hawkeswortb. 

Part III.—- JSssay 1. Sketches, Biographical and Critical, of 
the occasional Contributors to the Rambler, Adventurer, and v 
Idler. Essays 2 and 3. The same continued and concluded. 

Ptert IV.— Essay l. Obser rations on the Periodical Papers 
which ware written daring and between the publication of the 
Rarnbler, Adventurer, and Idler. Essay 2. Observations on 
the Periodical Papers which have been published between the 
close of the- Idler and tbe present period. Essay 3* The same 
concluded. ' 

Pan V. —Conclusion of the whole work. Table of Pe- 
riodica) Papers, from the year H09 to 1309. 

There cannot well be a more decisive proof that Dr. Drake 
bas faHen upon a portion of our literary history very littte 
known, and that he has exercised a laudable industry of re- 
aearch concerning it, than the fact, that he has been jeaabled to 
enumerate nearly thirty periodical works, which appeared 
witbrn five years, and contemporary with those of Stedte and 
Addison* It may be art object of some lktle curiosity to know 
how titles only, to say nothing of sense, could be found fat s* 
many, and therefore we transcribe the list: Re-tatler, Con- 
dole*, Female Tatler, Tory Tatler, Tefl-Taie, Gazette & Ja 
Mode, Tatfing Harlot, Whttfperer, General Postscript, Month- 
ly Amusement, hy Ozell, Monthly Amusement, by Hughes, 
Tatler, vol. 5. Tit for Tat, Tatler, by Baker, Tatler, anony- 
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s**!0, Annotations on the Tatler, Visions of Sir Heister Ryley, 
Growler, Examiner, Whig Examiner, Medley, Observator, 
Tatler, published at Edinburgh, Rambler, Englishman, Lay 
Monastery, Mercator, British Merchant, Rhapsody, Historian, 
High-German Doctor. 

' Such and to numerous,' says Dr. D. * were the periodical coinpositionf 
that attempted to imitate and to rival the essays of Steele and Addison, 
whilst the town was yet daily receiving their elegant contributions. That 
they completely failed in their design, is evident, from the circumstance 
that not one ot them, with the exception of the Lay Monastery, can be 
**ad with any degree of interest or pleasure ; and eyen this small volume 
is so neglected and obscure, that it is now procured with much di&V 
jculty. 

' It was a step, indeed, fatal to the reputation and longevity of the greatei 
number of the authors of these productions, that, when they found thenj. 
selves incompetent to contend with their prototypes in wit, humour, and 
literature, they endeavoured to attract attention by depreciating and abus- 
ing what they could not imitate, and by presenting a copy which retaiped 
jalithe defects in caricature, and scarcely any of the beauties of the ori- 
ginal.- 

The sentence thus pronounced is avowed to be after a care* 
ful examination of the greatest number of the works enume- 
rated : a few of them Dr. D. has not been able to procure ; and 
the privilege of inspecting the inanity or scurrility of many of 
the rest, appears to have been obtained with considerable diffi- 
culty. It will never, probably, be sought again ; and a real 
obligation is conferred pn the public, in the labour expended 
ty a man of approved judgment to qualify himself to inform 
them from what labours ihey may take a perpetual exemption* 
* k at the same time an ungracious reflection, that our ances- 
tors, a century back, should, within a single five years, have 
sustained so much mischief to their noticm, tastes, assd even 
morals, as must unavoidably have been caused by such a swarm 
<of works which it is worth while for only just one man of their 
posterity to read, and that for the purpose of telling his con- 
temporaries what foolish people there were in those times. la 
favour, however, of the people of those times, so contemptible 
In poiiit of sense and good principles, when compared with our 
own* it is right to mention, that several of the works recounted 
had a very short run, some of them being compelled to end 
fcheir series fn a few months, or even weeks.~Very brief bio- 

fraphical notices accompany the list ; the longest is that of 
ir Richard Blackmore, who was the chief author of the Lay 
Monastery, of whose deserving character and indefatigable 
Irtertry industry, Dr. D. takes proper account, while he dis- 
sents from J ohnsoa^ favourable estrmate of the poetical* me- 
rits of jtbe poem entitled the Creation. 
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- The next Essay recounts and criticises the periodica] public 
cations which appear within the period, from the close of the 
Spectator, to the commencement of the Rambler, amounting, 
exclusively of the minoi* periodical works of Steele and Addi- 
son, to no less than fifty-six, with a greater diversity of title* 
than those of the preceding period. The list contains -a few, 
of which our author has not been fortunate enough to obtain 
a sight, and nearly all of them have followed their predecessors, 
into total obscurity, though several are distinguished bv Dr. 
D. as works of verj' considerable merit, TherFree-Thiriker is. 
judged, though not with an emphatic sentence, to have made 
the nearest approach to the- standard of Addison; the other 
works mentioned with preference are, Cafe's Letters, The 
Craftsman, Common Sense, The True Patriot, in the political 
class ; and in the miscellaneous, The Universal spectator, 1 
The Grub Street Journal, The Champion, The Female Specta- 
tor, and The Student. In a class of an inferior kind, but of 
which some few parts merit a rescue from oblivion, are to be 
arranged The Censor, the Plain Dealer, The Humourist, Terra: 
Filius, The Fool, and the Selections from ^Mist's and Fog's 
Journal.' The general retrospect of the periodical works of 
this second period, comprizing thirty-six years, concludes 
with a favourable testimony as to the prevailing moral quality 
.of this branch of our literature. 

* It muft not be forgotten, that, with few exceptions, all the papers in 
this long interval, which have been written upon universal topics, upow 
men, manners, and morals, have in their general tendency been friendly 
to virtue, ' literature, and religion; and there are many excellent essays 
interspersed Among them, which> were they collected into two or three 

' volumes, Would by 'such selection and approxi (nation acquire a lustre, 
and a valued that cannot* attach to them while distantly scattered, and 
over* hefaned amid inferior materials*' 

je of our author's progress, the biographical 
le somewhat more extended ; and many par- 
worth preserving are related of Aaron Hill, 
snehard and Gorden, the author of Cato's Letters, 
Fielding, Eliza Haywood the principal author 
__ 5 Spectator and the Parrot, and or Amhurst, 
the writer of Terra Filius. The account of this last may 
afford some cause to more modern writing partizans of po- 
litical bodies, to bless themselves at the improved gratitude 
and bounty of later statesmen in their private application 
of public money. 

* To Nicholas Amhurst is to be ascribed this witty but intemperate 
work. "He was a native of Marden in Kent, and was educated at Mer- 
chant-Taylor's school. At Oxford, owing to his irregularity and mis- 
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•qnductthe gave great offence to the head of the College, and was ulti- 
mately expelled. His resentment was singularly violent ; he published 
several pieces, in prose and verse, and among these the Terrae Filius, re- 
flecting strongly on the discipline of the university, and on the character 
of its members. 

" * Our author's expulsion took place abc 
this erent, he fixed in London, where hi 
of , his pen. He was a zealous whig, 
dergy of high-church principles; he en 
a warfare against priestly power and t 
a poem in five cantos, was written in dc 
conducted " The Craftsman,*' with unci 
opposition to the measures of Sir Robert 
crucjiy : neglected by his party, when, 

mitted into power; an instance of ingratitude which so affected his health 
and spirits, that he survived the shock but a few months, and expired at 
Twickenham, April 27th, 1742, a martyr to his dependence on the pro- 
mises of the great. " Poor Amhurst !" exclaims his friend Ralph, 
•• after having been the drudge of his party for the best part of twenty 
years (together, was as much forgotten in the famous compromise of 174*2 
as if he had never been born ! and when he died of What "s called a broken 
heart, v. hfch hsppened within a few months afterwards, became indebted 
to the charity of his very bookseller for a grave ; not to be traced now, 
because then no otherwise to be distinguished than by the freshness of the 
turf, borrowed from the next common to cover it." — Mr. Amhurst was a 
man of powerful talents, but of strong passions ; his imprudences were 
many, and his morals not correct ; but nothing can justify the .base deser- 
tion of his employers; who ascended to power through the medium of his 
exertions.' V. 1. p. 42. 

The latter periodical work, the Parrot, of Mrs. Haywood, 
being published about the time of the trials and executions 
of the rebels of 1745, mentions many particulars concerning 
those unhappy persons; but certainly none more remarkable 
than the * melancholy proof of female constancy and tender- 
ness* recorded in the following passage, extracted by Dr. 
Drake. 

€ A young lady of a good family and handsome fortune, had, for some 
time, extremely loved and been equally beloved by Mr. James Dawson, 
one of those unhappy gentlemen who suffered on Wednesday last at- Ken- 
nington Common for high treason ; and had he been acquitted, or after 
condemnation found the royal mercy, the day of his enlargement was 7 to 
have been that of their marriage. 

« -I will not prolong the narrative by any repetition of what she suffered 
on sentence being passed upon him ; none, excepting those utterly inca- 
pable of feeling any soft or generous emotions, but may conceive her 
agonies.; beside, the sad catastrophe will be sufficient to convince you of 
their sincerity. 
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Not all the persuasions of her kindred could prevent fcer fhotn goirig ft* 
&e place of execution ;. the was determined to see the last of a person so 
dear toiler, and accordingly followed the sledges in a hackney coach* 
accompanied by a gentleman nearly related to her, and one female friend. 
She got near enough to see the fire kindled* which was to consume tfcat 
heart she knew so much devoted to her, and . all the other dreadful prepa- 
rations for his fate, without being guilty <*f any of those* extravagancies 
her friends had apprehended ; but when all was over, and she found that 
he was no more, she drew her head back into the coach, and crying out,— r 
JYy dear, I follow thee,— Lord Jesue receive Both our touts together, feff on 
the neck of her companion, and expired in the very moment she was 
speaking.* V. f.p.96. 

Dr. Drake has regarded this long and close sftoeeMioft of 
periodical works, from the end of Addison's to the commence- 
merit of Jjohnson*s,as little better than a row of stepping stones 
across the mud and water at the bottom between the base of 
one great eminence and that of another immediately opposite.; 
for he observes that, * in the arrangement of oar classical 
essayists, though a period of thirty-sue years intervenes, th* 
Bambler must ever immediately follow the close of tb# Gpar* 
<Uan.' 

. The ' Literary Life of Johnson,' now begins, aad occupied 
the fvbole feouKnder of the first volume* It is very properly 
eKplaanaji by Dr. D. on what ground lie deems himself author 
rized to invite the public attention to a new Hfe, after the dis- 
tinguished subject bas been already exhibited in sccb a mul- 
tiplicity of memoirs ajid anecdotes. 

* So numerous have they been that with regard to the occurreaces*of his 
Vh and conversation, nothing new can be expected; But when he is - 
considered merely in ihe capacity of a man of letters, the field is still open 
for novelty of remark and variety of illustration. I have therefore chiefly 
confined myself to the contemplation of his literary character, into which 
I have entered, I trust, more fully than will be found in any preceding 
work. The arrangement too, which, has been chosen for the narrative, 
has not, I have reason to think, been anticipated, and removes th£ mono- 
tany resulting from a close adherence to chronological order. The capital 
work* for instance, in every province of literature which he embellished, is 
seized, as it occurs, in the progress of his career, for the foundation of a 
fell consideration of whatever, at any period of his Ufe, he produced under 
each department- In this mode his powers and productions as a poet, a 
bibliographer, a biographer, an essayist, a philologer, a novelAie*, a com* 
mentator, a politician, a tourist, a critic, an epistolary writer, and •* theolo- 
gian, are dwelt upon at great lengfcb* Preface, p. u. 

He has, nevertheless, introduced a very considerable portion 
of biography, strictly so called, and therefore has, so far* 
related over again what had been often related before. He ha* 
done it, however, with neatness and spirit He has not clum- 
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lily thiowait i*> i*<Iettcbed masses, mqrely to 6ft u# space, but 
fats mterwofrgfe with much address what exhibited the matt with 
what distinguished the anther* Perhaps indeed it <oi)ght to be 
acknowledged that be has introduced but little. mone of a 
fMrefly biegrtphiical nature than was indispensable to the con- 
tatauitjr of die literary history and estimate*, and io ahe ^ bow 
the Realities t>f the man affected the literary workoianship. 

We think that sensible readers will have little difficulty in 
coinddittjg generally with Dr« Drake's opinions on tbe genius 
aed works of Johnson. Indeed few of our distinguished wri- 
ters hjweseaoee taken a fixed position in tbe rank* of superior 
mad by the general agreement of readers and critics. Tbe 
features «tf histiridd are presented in as bold, and hard, and 
unvarying a form, as the visage of the Egyptian sphinx, and 
every ebsertar carries away nearly the same image. And 
thoagh this is, to each later crkic on Johnson, unfavourable 
for aovdty ar»d controversial discussion, Dr. D. may be sure 
of pieaaiag hit readers much more by an agreement with their 
Usee than he would if, deeming them wrong, be had bad to 
arftaunce ever so judicious novelties to set them right. 

Tbe estimate, however, of Johnson's powers as a poet, 
though k seems to settle the subject justly on the whole, and 
at last, is 'nharbed by some carelessnesses and excesses of 
phrase. In page 131 (V. J.) ' London" is pronounced ' the 



noblest moral poem in our language;' a few pages further on 
we are ceUly told that * as a moral and satiric hard, indeed, 



his (Johnson's) nerit is considerable; but, &c.' p. 146. And 
a few lines Jower Johnson is pronounced .to be * infinitely 
inferior to Drydeu in ease and variety of melody, and to Lota 
Drydep and Pope in the energies of imagination.' And again, 
4 he had m relish for those wild and exquisite Hashes of fancy 
which shoot with such unrivalled brilliancy along every line of 
Comus and the Tempest* Besides the slight of truth in such 
extravagant phrases, it is peculiarly unjust, as well in criticism 
as iu any other department, to exaggerate the. greater when 
*n invidious comparison is to be made. Qn Dr. D's. general 
adjudgment, however, of Johnson's rank among the poets, 
there wtJl be little clissenuon: * the never-foiling vigour and 
cempvessiea of Jebtuon, united with very correct and splen- 
did versification) have justly given him a hrgbstatiom ia the 
third class of English poets, a station to which Addison, » 
precluded a chute."*— *There would probably be much less 
concurrence of opinion in any attempt to frx'the limits of 
those classes, and decide what names each contains. In 
proposing his own distribution Dr. D. has done weH to 
observe 'that .much depends upon individual association, 
and consequent peculiarity of taste ; for we should question 
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whether one individual among all his readers cWill accept his 
arrangement, without material alteration. Will it be be- 
lieved that this arrangement plada*' Butler, with all his force 
of intellect, his wit, his vividness of description and his wide 
corrimand of imagery, in the third, that is the lowest of the 
three classes of which Mason, Grainger, &c. are in the 
second, and Cowper is in the first, with Spenser, Milton, 
8tc. &c. 

- Oar author appears to us very sensible and -equitable in his 
free censure of Johnson's extreme illiberality and injustiee in 
his estimates of some of the poets, and of his almost equal de- 
viation from rectitude of judgment on the favourable side 
in. his praise of the poetry of Savage, which the public never 
has been 'and never will be persuaded to admit into its ap- 
proved literature, though certainly the utterly worthless 
and disgusting character of the man, even as delineated by 
his partial friend, and in some measure apologist, has com- 
bined with the indifference of his verses to provoke this total 
and irreversible rejection. Very justly too, Dr. Drake, ani- 
madverts Oft the gross 'defect of judgment, more id the book- 
sellers than in Johnson, though in some degree attributable to 
him also, in 'the selection of the poets whose lives he was 
engaged to write, that selection having admitted some names 
on much slighter claims than those which might have been 
made for 1 others who are Omitted. 

In his observations on Johnson's labours in editing Shake- 
speare, he is led into a very pertinent remonstrance in the 
' name of common sense, against the obstinate absurdity of 
editors in retaining among the great poet's performances, a 
number of dramas confessedly not his, and loaded too with 
the same bulk of annotations as the bard's own pieces. 

* Why*, in the name of common sense, should such plays as Titus 
Andronicus, and the First Part of Henry the Sixth, which are now 
clearly ascertained not to have a single sentence of Shakespeare in their 
composition, any longer be suffered to encumber and to enhance the 
price of his genuine productions? I would again enquire if any favour 
be conferred on the public by the insertion of plays among his works 
Which were originally written by others, and which are in themselves 
truly contemptible ; but have been attributedjto Shakespeare merely because, 
in deference to the wretched taste of the times, he contributed to their ill- 
acquired popularity by the contribution of a score or two of lines or phrases*? 
In this predicament stand love's Labour JLoat, the Comedy of £4x01*8, 
and Pericles Prince of Tyre; productions which are, a disgrace to the 
qame of Shakespeare.' 'The originals of these miserable plays were, 
probably, according to, the custom of the theatre at that period, placed 
by the manager in the hands of Shakespeare for the purpose of slight 
amendment; I call it slight, for, if from the first of these dramas about 
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fifty lines and the song at the close were withdrawn, nothing indicate 
o/ the genius of Shakespeare would remain. The Comedy of Errors, 
which has been partly taken, by some wretched playwright, from the ' 
Menaechmi of Pkutus, is still more intolerably stupid/ Vol. I. p* 

With regafd to Johnson's artificial and too pompous stile, 
as displayed especially in the Rambler, it will easily be be- 
lieved that Dr. Drake's censure of it is too forbearing, when 
it is found that his o\Vft words get into such positions rela- 
tively to one another as in the following instances ; * Of the . 
pocmata of Johnson, I know not that much can be said;'— 
'No man than Johnson was a greater lover of truth.'— It. 
would be well for authors to be reminded that time has now 
carried them too far away from under the mighty wing' pf 
Johnson to have any protection in the use of his dialect;,; 
And indeed we are very glad to see that our language is re- 
covering fast from that temporary depravation which he and 
his imitators succeeded to a considerable extent in forcing 
upon it ; at the same thqe that it will retain, we should hope, 
the benefit of that grammatical correctness, and that com* 
pleteness in the organization of sentences, in which he so 
much surpassed all his predecessors. Notwithstanding, bqw- 
ever, the too evident influence of this powerful and perverted 
style oo that of Dr. Drake, he has retained a grammatical 
negligence which could not be pardoned, even if be had net 
bad the benefit of so perfect an example of grammatical ac-> ; 
curacy. 

Every candid reader will agree with our author in attribuU 
ing some portion of Johnson's perpetual horror of death to 
his wretchedly morbid mental and corporeal constitution; 
but at the same time, supposing (if we are . correct in sup* 

Ksing) our author's opinion- to be, that had his mind been 
s morbid it would have vanquished lite fear of death on 
the ground of meritorious virtue, we own this would seem to 
us, after we have read BoswelPs book, to imply no very high 
standard of .morality iq estimating his character, to say no- 
thing of the erroneous theology, Surely no light share of 
culpability weighed on his conscience, and this powerfully 
combined with a melancholy temperament, to oppress a 
mind which had at the same time but very confused and 
unsatisfactory views of another, and the only ground on which 
death can rationally or safely be set at defiance. On this 
•ground it is set at defiance by many of the very humbles^ 
persons on earth ; and it must be owing to ignorauce of suefc 
examples, as well as an inconsideration of a most essential 
article of the Christian faith, that Dr. D. can so easily an( j 
Vol. VIII. 41 
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positively ptoftbfctote, not otily without *ny suspicion df 
efror, but £ven withduf beinfc apparently seosibie of any 
thing gloonfiy aod dismal in the assfertiofi, tb&t ' to be Odft- 1 - 
fident of acceptance hereafter would certainly be presump- ' 
tioq/ Vol.1, p. 461. 

We have not left OQrsolves spaoe for any thing like an 
adequate notice of the long sf quel of the work before us, 
atid must be content to Commend it strongly, in general terms* 
as a Very entertaining miscellany of literary history and bio- 
graphy. The enumerated periodical works subsequent to. 
the Rambler amount to considerably more than a hundred ; 
atid the entire list, beginning with the Tatler, which coflft- 
menced April 1 2th, 1709, end ending with the Burnisher, 
published at the end of 1801* comprizes no less than few 
hundred and twenty ont. The works marked as most distin- 
guished since the Rambler, are the Adventurer, the World, 
the Connoisseur, the Idler* the Mirror* the Lounger, the Ob* 
sferver, fcrtd the Looker-On. In following down this train, 
in chronological order* though a period of half a century, 
with meritorious industry of research, and a pleasing viva- 
city of narration, mt author had famished a vast namber tf 
particulars which every reader will be glad to know, concerning 
a multitude of Scholars, wiw, and geniuses, of various magni* 
tildes, some of whom have established themselves in perma- 
nent possession Of the public knowledge and friendship* 
while others are likely to be indebted for any acquaintance 
or kindness they may recover and retain among us, much 
more to what has here been written by Dr« Drake, than to 
any thing they wrote 6? did themselves. 
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Ait. XII. Devout McJitati6**> ffoHi the Christhth'Oratlfty, Uf the Hev. 
Benjamin Bentiet* with ari Introduction On retired Devotion in gene* 
rait abridged and newfy arretted in fbwt parte, whh Memoirs of 
the Author, by S. Palmer. l2mo. pp. xarii* 345. Gale* Curtis sod 
Fehnely 1812. 

^pfi£ venerable, author of thfe edition of fcenneVa Christian Oratory 
has already discovered his qualifications for this species of labour, 
by publishing several excellent devotional works, and abridgments, that 
have been very acceptable to the religions public* Of the present work, 
in its original state, Dr. Doddridge had said* * It had been better had it 
been Us* ;' and the author confessed himself, in his preface* that ' he had 
exceeded all due bounds. 9 Mr. Palmer has corrected many inaccuracies, 
fared away excrescences, condensed pans that were by far too diffuse, 
transposed some paragraphs, and even sections, and, by prefixing to the 
whole a abort but satisfactory account of Mr, BennetV fife and character 1 , 
made a portable volume, which all Christians, who wish to cherish a de* 
votionaJ spirit, will find it profitable to peruse. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Wilson's Conversation with RsHingham. 9GB 

Art. XIII* The tvbftapct §f 4 Conversation with John falfinfiimf the 
Oiaasain of the late Right Hon. Spenqcr PercevaJ, on Sunday, May |7» 

r 1812, the day previous to his execution : together with some general 
remarks. By Daniel WUsoa, A* M* Minister of St. John'* Chapel, 
Bedford Row; and Vice-Principal of St. Edmund JiaU, Oxford. 
$vo.pp.6Q. Hatchard, 1812, 

7% Publication from this most excellent writer cannot fail of receiving' a 
'** cordial welcome from all Who have the slightest acquaintance with the 
few performances he has already given to the public ; nor will the present 



convey som* idea of die extraordinary disposition of the criminal > and the 
earnest endeavours of the preacher to awaken bin* to a sense of his 
guilt. 

' * ' * " •" -' ode of iMpii had failed, 

I, to turn the conversation 

Buhjeqt with the same calm 

ene/aj topics of religion* I 

re calculated to soften him, 

*ce. with which 1 had beep 

q. X accordingly told bin* 

S auJEqiept, 1 thouffht f to 

i a letter, stating, that the 

dreh, had kne|t round the 

earnest prayers tp God for 

, on a mere presumption of 

i man who tad never per- 

benevolent crjara^ter yoji 

V whose injuries from, yojj 

are incalculably greater than any you pin eyen pretend to have received 

from Mr* Perceyik has, ¥* all the poignancy of her anguish, been offering 

up prayers to God on your b* naff.'' 

' As I was standing up tp read the tetter by a dimly burning candle 

* I % 
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966 Memoirs of the Caledonian Horticultural Society. 

against the wall of the. cell, my friend took particular notice of the nw 
' derer*s countenance, and distinctly observed, that, on hearing thin touch- 
* ing account, he hung down his head for an instant (for "he had before 
been stedfastly looking at us), as though he was much affected. He soon* 
however, resumed his former attitude, and said, as one recollectipg him- 
self, « This wis a Christian spirit! she must be a. good woman. Her 
conduct was more like a Christian's than my own, certainly?' I cannot 
: doubt th.it; though this answer was made nearjy in Jus usual manner, and 
. .was in itself a proof of a deplorable impenitence, he was still at this instant 
.convinced in his conscience of the abominable nature of -his crime, .and 
, fouad some difficulty, in suppressing the voica of truth.' . 

The comments which follow this statement are admirably appropriate. 

They, are a kind of clinical lecture on a dis.easei heart. t°deed, ^is ft, 
' jpltogether, a remarkable and interesting document. It exhibits a singular 

instance of mental depravity, in a man whose talents, if rightly and perse* 
"yeringly exertedi might make him respectable and happy; and yet in 
'/"whose mild courtesy of manner, and tranquil; dignified demeanor, we seeni 

rather jo trace the.conduct and character of. the gendeman, than the de^ 
^rate^maligriity of the assassin. • ' 

Oil a review of all the circiim stance* connected with' this awfuT trapsax- 
:rion/nb doubt remains on our minds of the insanity of Beliingham— an 
"in&ariity. however, which would not afford .him any adequate defence at 
Hhe public or the internal tribunal— an insanity induced and confirmed by 
' | the indulgence of bad and malignant passions. 

, ■ ' < f i.i. - il ■ ♦ ■■ h i J" i , ' M .1 ■ )« ■ n.' ii H |B ? ■■■ J ■ I ■ ' 1 * ■ n ii f i . i lM 

ArtOlV: Mefno'irs tfihe Caledonian \ Horftcultur a! Society. No, I. 1812, 
' » 8vd. price Ss. Longman and Co. 

rpHIS Society appears to have been originally instituted in 180Q, in 
imitation of the London ' Horticultural Society, the Earl of Dalkeith 
being appointed first president, and Sir JamesTrlall, pr. Rutherford, Dfr. 
': Coventry, and Mr. Hunter, vice-presidents. "The Members ; meet <juar- 
'terly, for the purpose of reading communications, adjudging prizes, 
'electing members, and of propdsing a list both of . the f questions to be 
'solved, and of the prizes for horticultural productions, 1 Suited to the seasons 
'of the different meetings. As the utility to the public of such societies 
^drpends on the manner in which they are conducted; and their enquiries 
'directed it is gratifying that there is no 4 reason to apprehend the Caled'd- 
riian Horticultural Society will prove a mere gooseberry show. It has 
the intention, we find, from Dr. Duncan's Discourse, at the' Quarterly 
Meeting, December 3, 1811, of putting Proposed improvements to the 
test of experiment ; a caution which the" fondness of projectors for the 
'offspring of their own fancy renders highly necessary, before such a sp- 
jciecy can recommend them to general addption. r ' 

' In the present number of the Society's 1 ; memoirs," the' two most impoiv . 
4ant papers are, on the Disease in* the Potato, but too well known by the 
name of the Curl; the former by. Mr.' T.' Dickson, the latter by John 
Wurhff, Esq. JJpth -admit the corrtcttfcfc' of Mr. Rril&hYa discovery. 
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Pentycross's Poem, 9&j 

that every mode of propagation, except by seed, is merely ah extension of 
an individual, which must sooner or later become extinct ; and conse- 
quently esteem the whole series .of crops, raised from any given variety of 
potato, by cuttings, as different stages in the progress ofthat variety to- 
wards final decay. The curl appears to be analogous to the infirmity of 
old age. Mr. Shirreff therefore insists upon the*' well known preventive! 
of raising fresh stock from the seed ; but Mr. Dickson gives some direc- 
tions for prolonging the existence, at least for a limited period, of such as 
V/t already possess. He found that\ plants raised from cuttings, taken 
from the diy end of the potato, were more generally diseased, than whep 
the cuttings had been taken from the <wMxy encC or that to which the 
radicle is affixed, and which is less matured than the other. \Hence he 

• inferred, that suffering the tubers to remain too long in the ground* was a 
« means of hastening the disorder ;*-and lays down the following rules :— 

•1. To procure a sound, healthy, seed stock, which jgannot be reJied 
oq, unless obtained from a part of the high country, where, from 
'the dirnate and other circumstance's, the tubers are never over-ripened. 

• ' 2. To plant such : potatoes as are intended to supply seed-stock for the 
ensuing season, at least a fortnight later than those planted for crop, and to 
take them up whenever the haulm or stems become of a yellow-green 

-colour: at this period, the cuticle, or outer skin of the tubers, maybe 
easily rubbed off between the finger and thumb. 

'$. To prevent those plants that are intended to produce seed stock for 

'the ensuing year, 4rom producing flowers or seeds, by cutting them ofFifa 
embryo, taking care, however, to take no more off than the, extreme tops, 
as by taking more the crop may be injured/ — 

1 k From the other essays, of minor importance, we ' only extract the fol- 
lowing' method of destroying or preventing the caterpillars that infest 

,gposeberrv-bwBh«s. Should it prove effectual, it will well reward the 
trouble, of tryiflg the experiment. 

* Collect as much drift sea-weed from the beach; when' opportunity oc- 
curs, as will cover jhe gooseberry compartment to the depth of four or five 
jnches. Lay it on in autumn. Let this covering remain untouched 
during the winter and early spring months. As the seasdh advances, dig 
h in.' 

*, . — — f ' ■ ' : — u^ n -t ! '• ■ ' ■ 

Art. XV. Wttenham ftftl> a descriptive Poem, with Illustrations. By the 

JjLev. T. Peptycross, M. A. late Rector of St. .Mary, vVallingford. 

Third edition, 8 vq. price Is. (4to. 2s;), Wallingford, Bradford; 

Crosby and Co 1812: ' 
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3*8 Winter'? *nd Cq\]^r\ ^Servums. 

4 Time, with his hammer, hath in pieces beat 

* The fer-faroed Choulsers rith monastic seat-^- ' ' ' T 
In these same speets, ah ! now /A* pats Is grQwn t 

A town Where fields, and fields where stood a town/ p. 9« * 

« O'er frozen, streams aid pit* pf fee shir paine, 
By lughfr^Jwd ventre for so high a fan*** 
, Aad> teeatWsqs, while she wjpd Her trebling paw, > 

t W'mt&'t tfafmr'dt op hep r^ai/vi. • . . , p,fc* 

Altogether, however, this poem is the production of an amiable, if npt 
bf a highly poetic mind. 

Art. XVI, P'm* Sdrtmt, from ** Works of Thomas * Keippjs, JDr. 
Boddridge, Miss Bpwdfcr, (Sir- J. Stppghoufft bishop {^h*t, 
Mrs. Burnett, &c. &c. By Miss Marshall. 8vo. Price 5s. 6d. Hat* 
chart, 181* ' :■-. f .:» 

\lf £ are always #W«e4 tp giw a, cardial W<4#W tp publications 4&e 
tb* presepu : They revive the jneWQjy pf d*pai^_e*^encej and 
to those whQR reading, from whatever pircunjattqees. of npeptiity-or 
neglect, has beep circumscribed, ipay suppjy ac* qpty pager far prpfiubje 
ipeditatjop; feut tjiat, deficiency ip their acquUi^iroa juk'iqh fia* left jfeppi 
without the knowledge of pur b?st moral aid tbe^togipal writers, Witjji 
.Usspeftttx thp prpffpt qompila^jop, i* js eqopgh for w <# ^cr^athe 
^asnes qupted ip the title, and *9 obs$Rre that the e*tfi*#a ip geperaj ,spsjp 

tp l^ay^ be,en judiqipuflji mad«u 

* i 

1 ■ ■ ! ! un ill l UU ¥ 1 11 11 MUIJ i H I ! JJlUl l i Hi ltiui lu — 

Att*XYJJ«..^fafr' JfeMit-fo Usum Schplarun* ^purg^.jCuni tyotit 
' Anglicis, Sttidio C- Bradley, 12aio.t4dpgmao and Cp. 1812. "" vJ 

tXf HERE the fables of Phaedms form part of the rw&mit a tcfcftoj, 
the present edition cannot but be useful. The text.appeari to* lie 
correct; and,, withput being sp encumbered astpprBiePt the. e«e*sist of 
.the pupil's faculties, is sufficiently elucidated to'enable^ Jijm to proceed witft 
case t while th? externa] appearapce ii more pleading than the generally of 
pur classical schpql books. • t • ' 

■■ ■ — ■■ .. m i ■ ■■ ■ i , >!■!■■■ ■ i +< j m y m 

Art. XVIII. Tsua Sctmaujuraukd btfort the Ftiatdi and SuppturtsnJif 
..the i rotcttant Distent nf Atafang at flomertom, op the Gpmnlgion. of 
the necessary Repair*, apd improvements of the Premises* oajwedgea- 
day, December 11, 1811, By Robert Wipter, D. D, and Wjtara 
Bengo Collyer, D. D. 8vo. pp. 80. Corider, Black, fcc. 18J& ' ' J 

WE have read .these excejflent and appropriate #»cpqrsef wi* m*ijh 
satisfaction; The first, by Dr. Winter, from Ephesians, c iv. T. *J 
& 12 on * the great importance of a holy and learped ministry/ is a moft 
judicious exposition of ttye prjpcipjes anq argumwts f^Wy dedpciWe frppj 
the text; embracing an extepsive scope ofcpauuy, apd treatipg ejrery 
point in quest iou with sound reasoning and manly eloquepce. Dr. CoU- 
yer's seimpn is from the tame text, with tho addWcp pf the fojlpwpjr 
verse, but suffers nothing, -in point either pf iotcreit or aWUp fron> tjhlH 
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Winter's *ftd ttoftyetf * Sermons. $69t 

embArftoifng ootafetaft*. Without *tt¥ dratitStms dli^Uy of OT&tdridA 
dsettration of nlrangement, he describes, in a calm, serious, anrfiraptiets&re 
inAner, « tfco Gospel ministrt, in ks origin, defcign, and consummation/ 
A short extract from each ot these discourses win suffice to confirm our 
recommendation of them.— 

* No one can mink MHettly §6 \he moat imptttant ftribjtets to religion, 
unlets Ml own mind in under U» habitual and JtfweffuJ influence of divide 
tmth. He who fttettly peculates 00 thtfte topic* of inquiry which rdaw 
to the highest inttteuts of kiftfVU men. although to a certain extent bin 
peNMtfet* may be jftst and accurate, U destitute of those views of their 
Mivtdtfal and everfaStmg impohaoce, wlifch are conformable to the re* 

Citations of die holy scriptutee* Where this deficiency fa justly attri- 
d to a minister of the gOspel* it it a most awful cdnslderatioO, bbth 
on his owb account, and on account of his beaten. Au unconverted 
minister is in the most truly dangerous situation* which tan be imagined 
under a profession of the gospel. All his statement* of truth virtually 
condemn himsetf* for nbt yielding to its sanctifying and renewing power. 
And with regard to the probable influence of his ministry* it is scarcely to 
bt imagined thai the hearts of others should be Wsrmed aid renewed bft. 
the coldly correct statements which are placed before them, but which 
have never produced any corresponding effect on him who has presented 
them. To die views of a christian minister, decided habitual piety is of 
the highest importance.' Dr. Winter's Sermon f ^ 9, 10* 

« The exertion of preaching is the least of its labours* Th* secret art* 
Xiety lest we should not acquit ourselves as we ought in the sight of God 
—the necessity of administering to others, whatever be our own tiroun*- 
stances, and whatever be the state of our minds— thote pasaioos of OUT 
own which we have to subdue, and those of others which we have to en-» 
counter— these are among the trials of this work of the ministry* To sen 
some listening with listless apathy (if indeed they can be said to listen sft 
ail) to truths which Jesus taught* which he died to seal, which fill heaven 
with astonishment and with praises— td know that others go a way to dis- 
appoint all the hopes which we had formed, to violate all the professions 
Which they had made* to " crucify the Lord afresh, and to put him to 
open shame," by a base conformity to the present evil world— to look 
over a field, in *hich we have laboured for years expecting in vain the 
springing of the seed which we have scattered with anxiety* and watered, 
with tears— and to see it all waste and barren— to retire broken-hearted to 
the closet, and to complain, " Who hath believed Our report, and to whom 
is the arm of the Lord revealed ?"— -these are among the trials Of the work 
of the ministry* If a man have not patience to bear with the weak, and 
to instruct the ignorant; if he cannot consent to resign his own ease for 
the sake of others ; if he fear to encounter calumny aud reproach, front 
thqse who ought to strengthen his hands, and to establish his heart— let 
him cot think of the ministry ; for all these things must be endured and 
surmounted.' Dr. Colder 9 * Sermon, pp. 60, 61. 

Both these gentlemen appear to have been educated at the Honetttn 
Academy, andptead the cause of tl^ AUnnMasexwidt townraultrf 
filial gratitude. 
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yja Clayton's SermefU 

Art: XIX. German Extracts jrom the best Gemot Authors t with the 

. English Words at the bottom of the Page, and a Dictionary at the' 
« End, for translating into ^English. By George Crabb. Second Ed*- 
, tion, 12mo. Boosey. 

f VO those who have wished to cultivate an acquaintance with the CJer- 

man, it has -long been matter of serious' inconvenience.; that there is * 
not a judicious collection of extract* fiom the classical writers- in that larf* r 
guage. This defect is now In- some measure supplied $>y the little * 
volume before us ; since it is a selection, made with some judgment, front, 
those authors which* though of a wholesome quality, are, from their scar- - 
eity or bulk, or expensiveness* not within reach of the student, as well a» 
from the salutary and innocent parts of those, who have debased the fruit - 
of their genius by a large infusion of vice and irreligioo^ , But while to> 
this we add, that it is printed with tolerable accuracy r we must say, that 
the paper and type are mean and beggarly in the extreme; and that the • 
mistakes in the use of the long and short 8, with other similar aagiicisms* 
give it a singularly old-fasnioned and grotesque appearance, 
., ■ ■■ . . . , ■ ■ ■ - ... j^ 

Ait. XX. The dreadful Sin of Suicide ; a Sermon preached at the Rev\ ' 
Dr. Wiunter's Meeting House, New Court, Carey Street, January 9£hV 
1812, before the Monthly Association of Congregational Ministers 
and Churches* By George Clayton. 8vo. pp. 70. Black and Co. 

T T has often been matter of the greatest astonishment to us, that men of 
talent should have thought it a worthy exercise of their powers, to 
employ them in the attempt to diminish the horror which the sane miriS' 
must always feel in the contemplation of the crime of self-destruction. 
Were there no other reason to be urged against it, than that it is, at best, 
an action of tremendous risk and responsibility, this alone would be de- 
cisive against the experiment. Yet Hume taxed his characteristic sub- 
tlety, for arguments in its defence, and Montesquieu vindicated it, in a 
string of eloquent epigrams. These men were, we are persuaded, actuated 
merely by the contemptible ambition of distinguishing themselves as the 
able supporters of a dazzling but shameful paradox ; and have probably 
sacrificed many a deluded, but immortal spirit, to their disgusting and 
malignant selfishness. 

The subject of this sermon is at once dangerous and enticing. Nothing 
is more easy than to overwhelm it with declamatory common places ; few 
things less so than to treat it with skill, delicacy, and decision. It is the 
merited praise of Mr. Clayton, that he has successfully atchieved a task of 
considerable difficulty. For his text he has chosen Acts xvi. 28 ; and 
in discoursing upon it, he considers the criminality of suicide— enumerates 
the causes and occasions by which men are ordinarily impelled to the com- 
mission of it-— and adduces some considerations to enforce the apostolic 
dissuasion. As a specimen of the style of this discourse, we insert the 
following animated expostulation : 

1. * Consider that the animated structure of the human frame is the 
curious an<t exquisite workmanship of God. " The Lord God formed 
man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Anecdotes of Children. 971 

breath of life, and man t became a living soul. It is he that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves. Let us make man, said he, in our image, in our 
own^ likeness. He upholdeth our soul in Hfe ; for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being." I am " fearfully and wonderfully made," and 
am 1 at liberty impiously to demolish tjie admirable mechanism of God I 
Who would possess the temerity, if he had the power, to annihilate the 
universe ? Who would presume to quench the sun in the firmament — to 
blot the moon from her orbit— to scatter the stars of heaven — to dry up 
the waters of the, ocean. — and dissolve the fabric of the globe ? And if 
no such extravagant epterprize can be harboured, for a moment, even in 
distant thought, with respect to the great world, why shouldst thou, O , 
man ? take injurious freedoms with thyself— a world of wonders — a world 
in miniature ? Who gave thee permission to quench that eloquent eye in 
the darkness of death? By what warrant dost thou reduce those active 
limbs to an incapacity for motion and exertion ? Who granted thee licence 
to dissolve the earthly house of thy tabernacle with thine own hands ? 
Touch, at thy peril, a single pin. Loosen, if thou darest, the minutest 
fiord. Are not the ravages qF time alone sufficiently expeditious ? Reve- 
rence thyself ; thpu art an awful, a mysterious compound— thou art the 
resemblance of thy God. — Do thyself no harm.' 

\ 7he metaphysical, note does not quite, please us. The positions are 
probably correct, but Mr. Claytonfs « unknown friend* does not seem to 
«ta$e them in the beft tod fltfs* connected way. The double anecdote at 
pp. 66-T-4J9, is most interesting and impressive. . 

' ' ' ' ' " " " **■ " ■ i ' " ' ■ i i » i ' ■■■■ ji .in > i i .n . ! » i h i i i i n ) i i , , m 

Art. XXL The Life, ari^Aanunistratton of the Right Hon* Spencer Perceval; 
including a copious Narrative of every Event of Importance, foreign 
and domestic, from his Entrance into public Life to the present Times ; 
a Detail of his Assassination, &c. &c. ; with the probable Consequences 
of the sudden Overthrow of the Remains of his Administration, &c. 

■ &c. •• and a Devebpement of the Delicate Investigation. By Charles 
Verulam Williams, Esq. 12mo. pp. 328. Price 6s. Sherwood, 

|f)NE of those pieces of literary manufacture which regularly niaTce their 
appearance on the death of any celebrated personage. Charles Veru- 
Jam Williams, Esquire,' at an astonishing expence of labour and intellect, 
has ransacked those recondite and unerring sources of political intelli- 
gence, the newspapers; and none, w,e are persuaded, but those who have 
:beea 90 fpr&nate as to obtain a, glimpse of $he scarce records referred tP* 
can congratulate himself on Doing in full possession pf the contents of this 
*pJume. ' . 

Ait. XXII. Anecdotes of Children and Toung Persons. 12mo. Williams. 
1812. 



are 
want 



r PHE piety and good iptentions of the compiler of these pages, j 

unquestionable; but, unfortunately, they manifest so egregious a wa v . 
of judgement and taste, that it is impossible to give them the praise which 
Cbe design, if bettef executed, would have fteserved, 
VqU VUt ,4 K 
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$7* foreign LitefaturL 

Art. XXIIL An Essay on the Authenticity of the New Testament, with al 
Account of the ancient Versions, and sonie of the principal Greek 
Manuscripts. By I. F. Gyles, Esq. A. M. 8vo. pp. 11?. Hatchard* 
1812. 

'T'HAT the books of the New Testament were written by the persons' 
to whom- they are usually ascribed, is a proposition of which no one, 
who has been at the trouble to rea4 what has been said in proof of it, by 
Lardner, Paley, Less, Michaeiis, Gregory, and a host of inferior authors, 
can entertain the smallest doubt. To attempt to improve or to alter their 
reasoning, would be worse than trifling, were there not a great multitude 
of persons too busy or too indolent to work through an ordinary volume. 
• The benefit of this respectable, because numerous class of the community,. 
JMr. Gyles has studied in the present Essay. His object was to com- 
prise, in the compass of an hour's reading, some important arguments for 
the genuineness of the New Testament, with as much general information 
on the subject as could be condensed into the .proposed limits. The to- 
pics on which he insists, are, the ancient versions and manuscripts, the 
testimony of the early adversaries and abettors of Christianity, and the 
style of the New Testament. Mn Gyles has done just what he pro- / 
posed ; being quick and conclusive. Each of the circumstances which 
he has noticed, though cogent ifi itself, is more than doubly so, when 
combined witlr its fellows. • If, therefore, the Greek and Latin quotation* 
were entirely omitted, and if the facts from which our author reasons, 
?fter being properly explained and enriched with several important circum- 
stances, which may be found, for instance, in the ninth chapter of the first 
part of Paley'a View of the Evidences of Christianity, were made to bear 
: on the point, with concentrated force, this Essay would, it seems to us, 
be somewhat improved.-r-A word is enough to the wise. 

Foreign Intfxpgence. 

Art. XXIV. Kosmologsche Geschichte der iva/iir, &c» Cosmological 
History of Nature, especially of tfee Mineral and Vegetable King- 
doms. By M. de Hagen. J8vo f pp. ££P. Heidelberg. 

HTHERE is something so whimsical in several of these writer's, * cosv 
mologicaP speculations, that a short account of them may amuse if 
it does not edify. Indeed his performance furnishes pne of the most 
remarkable instances that has fallen under our notice, of the reveries in 
'which it is possible for a modern philosofihe to indulge, 

It \i well known that the ancients regarded the earth and the other 
placets of the system, her neighbours! as animals. Some years ago the 
trench savant . revived tjiis doctrine; and haying revived it they forth- 
with bestirred themselves in its support and deten.ee, con amere, De* 
aandrais insisted that the terrestrial globe was an animal Hit generic - 
which Patrin explained by demonstrating that it bad an organic actum, z 
pot, indeed, lljat its organization was precisely that of an animal, nor 
would he venture to pledge himself that it was strictly speaking that of 
.a vegetable; but it was that of a world. Even de la JVletherie, in him 
JPrj^cinles of Natural Philosophy adopted this hypothesis and included is* 
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ft all great globes. t*he sun-^the planets— their secondaries — all were 
Animated; all were animals of particular species. M. de Hagen has} 
greatljr improved on this most simple theory. He attributes to the sun, 
tor instance, a generative Faculty ; and he divides the planets and! comets. 
into male and female. This indeed is something worth knowing i aoct 
Is evidently a most important addition to the discoveries of his predeces* 
sort. Mercury in conjunction with Venus and the earth, becomes, if 
we may credit the report of M. de Hagen, the principle of corporization ; 
the Earth per se % is the principle of liberty \ and Venus the principle <& 
perfection. % 

After this discover^, we shall dertainly think it oor duty to watch the* 
motions of these planets very narrowly i for perhaps it may be found* 
that all the appearances of comets have been subsequent to the conjunct 
tion of the ' principles of corporization, 9 and consequent on the efflu* 
thence emanating. Herschell supposes that comets may in time become 
planets ; and that after a sufficient number of revolutions, in which they 
may learn somewhat of the duties they will have to fulfil in more regular 
orbits — supposing them to be endowed with animation, &c. M. dm 
Hagen insist* — they may be admitted to their places in the planetary 
chords. In short, Comets are young planels ; a proposition which we 
, Should not hesitate to .defend against afl opposeri, if we were not some* 
what dismayed by the vigour with which our author asserts— not advert* 
tog to the support bis theory would derive from this hypothesis — that 
ciomets are old planets. He thinks, however, that they retain the prin* 
ciples of their own peculiar* vitality i and that they possess an atmosphere^ 
infinitely more active, as well as more extensive than that of planets, ori 
which account they possess a very powerful moral influence over the 
earth arid other itathkarhs* He infers, that, this being proved, the , 
^ approacb-of a comet should fill us with a reverential dread and awe, not 
to say apprehension and terror; feelings extremely different from those 
Which. they Would tend to excite, if they were sent abroad merely to sea 
the world, (as our nnlicked countrymen formerly were on the Grand 
Tour) before they took their seats' among their elders and betters, in the 
planetary itnttehagemote, 

Not to leave his system irripeffect, our author enters into a comparison 
of the planets with the metals and minerals ; and exhilirating it is to 
think, that while the number of the planetary offspring continues to in- 
crease, by means of the faculties and principles already described, the 
Jinmber of metals and minerals increases also, it may be confidently hoped 
in a proportion amply sufficient to answer alt the requisitions and pur- 
poses— of this comparison. Whether our author be. perfectly correct in 
comparing the moon to sulphur, and comets to phosphorus, we must 
leave our readers to determine : And as the whole subject is rather of a 
conjectural nature, it may perhaps be allowed us to hint a doubt whether 
$tf. de Hagen has not sent his .volume of 340 pages into the World 
(somewhat like the juvenile planets of which we have been speaking) to 
give occasion to wise remarks and rational reflections. In this, however, 
•We must beg his pardon if we disappoint him ; for whatever be ©uf 
feneration for his theory,. in our humble opinion the addition of rational 
reflections* would spoil it completely. 
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Gentlemen and Publishers who have works in the /tress, will obuge the 
- Conductors of the Eclectic Rfe v 1 E w , £y sending information (Postpaid j 
of the subject, extent, and firolable price of such works ; which they may, 
depend upon being communicated to the public 9 if consistent with its plan. 



Ah octavo volume of Nine, Original 
Sermons of Dr. Walts'ft, Which have 
never before appeared in prink is in 
great forwardness*, and accompanied , 
with a preface by Dr. J. P. Smith, of . 
Homer ton, wHI be published shortly by 
Gale, Curtis and Fenner, 

Ah edition' of the works of the late 
Her. Wtn. Romaine, including Cfriginal 
Letters, and his Correspondence, m six 
octavo volumes, is nearly ready for 
publication. 

Mr. lvimey is preparing a second vo- 
lume of his History of the English Bap- 
tists. 

' In the press, * Observations designed 
as a Reply to thoughts of Dr. Maltby 
on the dangers of circulating toe Scrip- 
tures among the lower orders,' by the 
Scv. J. W. Cunningham, Vicar of Hat- 
row. 

Speedily wHl be published, an Ae- 
rount of the Proceedings of the Public 
Meeting held at the Mansion Mouse, on 
Thursday the 7th of August, for the 
purpose of establishing an Auxiliary 
Hible Society for the Citf of Ldndon, 
with a Report of the Speeches* 

A Continuation of Dr. Nash's rtis- 
tory -of Worcestershire is said to be in 
preparation. 

The third volume of Manning add 
Bray's Surrey,' and the third volume of 
Hotchins's Dorsetshire* are fast advanc- 
ing through the press, 

Robert Surtees, Esq. of Mainfcfdftb, 
is preparing for the press a History of 
the County of Durb am. The work tefH, 
by means of a liberal subscription for the 
purpose, be illustrated by eugravings of 
the most curious specimens of ancient 
architecture ' in l^e couiify, and por- 
traits of a fe* Of the mbstth'stinguish- 
ii met). 

Mr. Clutterbnck has made great fcro* 
•gross iu his History of Hertfordshire, 
knd the work will speedily be put into 
the hands of the printer. 

The Rev. W. B. Daniel will speedily 
publish a supplementary volume to his 
Rural Sports. 



In, the press, an Introduction to a- 
Systematic Education, in the various 
departments of Oolite Literature and 
Science, with practical roles for the best 
methods, of studying each branch of 
useful knowledge-, ' and directions to the 
most approved authors. By the ftev. 
tVm. Shepherd, Author of the Life of 
Poggio Bfaociolifei 5 and the Rev. J^ 
Joyce. Illustrated with plates by Low* 
ry. In two volumes octavo. 

The fedhor of * Selections from tha 
Gentleman's 'Magazine/ has jn th# 
press, ih two Octavo volumes, d collec- 
tion of curious and mteresttog letters/ 
translated from the originals in the. Bod T 
leian Library t with biographical and, 
literary illustrations. 

A second edition df Sir Jdhn Culftint't' 
History Of Hawstead, With correction* 
and additions, is printing in an elegant 
style, and will appear early in th%, 
winter. 

'The ^Travels of Professor Lichtehsteth 
in SOuthef ri Afrida, during ihe ' jrear* 
1803, 4, 5, Und 6\ are Hear ly ready for 
publlcatiori. They are trrinslattingrfrool 
the Gerftiah by Miss Anne Plumpti-e^ 
and will form one volume in quarto, ac- 
, companied by engravings from 4 araw* 
irlgs taken oh ihe s^ot. - 

A new iffltitttt of Si* Qecqte' 9fe4lafT 
Mackenzie's Travels hi Iceland is io con* 
siderable forwardness. 

In the course or the present. mdntU 
a hew work will be {tablfslfed, ih ttrte* 
Volumes octavo, illustrated with .maps, 
udder the title of Shipwrecks and D*a* 
asters bt Sea, or Historical- Narrative* 
of the most noted calamities and pro^ 
, vidential deliverances, which have re* 
suited from maritftrie enterprise, wfth a' 
sketch of the- vfe riot* expedients fbt 
preserving the tiyes of mariners. u 

The first number of $*» Farro's Mor- 
bid Anatomy of the Liver will appear 
in the course of next month. The 'work 
wift'be in atlas qtttrto, iilofetrated'Tj^ 
highly finished coloured efcfcraVmga. t 
, Mr. de Loo has two more volumes of 
GeologioaJ Travels ready for the pres* 
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life Wort* Jaques, of Chelsea, basin- 
the press, in an octavo volume, a Guide 
to the Reading and Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, with ao illustrative supple- 
ment ; translated from the . Latin of , 
Augustas Herman Franck, with a life of 
the author, critical notes, and, a nota- . 
tion of books proper for the 'biblical stu--. 
dent. , . 

The Rev. Mr. Anstie, of Bridport wili 
publish, early in the present month, a 
small tract entitled a Reformed Com- 
munion Office for the administration of 
tne Christian Euchartst, commonly call- 
ed the Lord*s Supper, &c. Ac. T6 
which Is prefixed, an Introductory Dis- 
course, explaining the true nature and 
design of the Lord's Supper. 

" John Fratice, £sq. has in thfe press, a 
View of the Law and Course Of Partia-* 
xnent before the commencement of the 
two Journals. 

• The Rev. T . F. prbdin has, m a state 
of forwardness, a metrical History of 
England, in two octavo volumes. 

Iu the' press, the Poems of Henry 
Howard, Earl of Surry, of Sir Thomas 
Wyatt, the elder, and of uncertain au- 
ditors, who flourished in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth; accompanied with 
jiotes, critical, historical, and biogra- 
phical accounts of the several writers. 
By the Rev* G, F. Nott, in two vo- 
JuBtes octavo. 

Omniana. By Robert Southey, in two - 
volumes 12m0. is nearly ready for pub*, 
ligation. 
' In the press, Lex Mercatoria Redi- 
yira; or a complete . code of Commer- 
cial Law ; being a general guide to all 
men* in business* By the late Wynd- 
bam Beawes. The sixth edition, very 
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considerably improved. By Joseph 
Chitty, Esq. Iu two volumes quarto. 
* Mr.Clater, of Retford, will shortly 
publish a new edition of his work on 
the diseases of horned cattle and sheep* 

Speedily will be published, in three 
volumes, octavo, the second edition ot 
a System of Mineralogy ; comprehend- 
ing Oryctognosie, jGeognosie, Mineralo- 
gical ^Geography, Chemical Mineralogy* 
and Economical Mineralogy. By Ro- 
bert Jameson, F. R* and A. S. Edin. 
F. L. S. &c. &c. 

Early in the month Will be published, 
in octavo, a fifth edition Of a complete 
Treatise, on Land Surveying, by the - 
chain, cross, and offset staffs only, in 
four paits; to which is now first added, 
a .supplement containing the* methods of 
the Planer Table and«Theodolite, toge- . 
ther with directions for conducting suo-* 
terraneous survey. By William Davis. 
Considerably enlarged with many addi- 
tional diagrams, plates, and a portrait - 
of the author. 

, la the press, and will appear in Oc« 
tober, in two' volumes octavo, a work 
upon the Prophecies^ entitled, Eng- 
land safe and triumphant,* or Researches 
into the Apocalyptic Little Book. By 
the Rev. Frederick Thurston, M. A. 

In the press, in one volume Octavo, 
Strtmfc Reasons for rejecting ttod Roman 
Catholic Claims, and incentesttbte rJrooft 
that the Popish Religion is the same 
now as it ever was, deeidWly hostile, to 
the Protestants, whose total extermina- 
tion a Romish Bishop has declared to 
be near at band : with remarks* on hit 
interpretation of the predictions of SV 
John iii the JteVelatiohs. 
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Aicaicpi/roRK ako rural economy. 

Outlines of a new Philosophical 
Theory : with a practical application to 
Vegetation and Agriculture. By John 
Sellon, Esq. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

fc^Gehfcral View of the Agriculture, 
>J3ta*e of Property, and ftnf>rove»«irts, 
irf tfce County of Dumfries. By Dr. 
Striker. 9ro. 13s.— With numerous en- 
arwVfnga. arid a eofcwited Map* 

Walter On Drafting Fens. I*. fid. 

Ho/tuti Siectis OramiMeus j or a- col- 
total «f dried Iptciaifit* of ftriliab 



Grasses, with botanical illustrations. Bf , 
William Salisbury, folio . 31.3s, . 



WeWoifs of the Princes* ttbytft of. 
Prussia, Margravine of Bareuth, Srstet ' 
to Frefieric itie Great. Written by hfcr« 
self. 2 vols. 8vo. 11. Is. boards. 

Menioirs of the late Rev. TVophrfo* 
Lihdsey, M. A. Inclosing a brief Ana- 
lysis of Mr. Lindsey's Works/togtStftet; 
with Aftecdotfcs and Letters of Kmthetrt 
Persons, the ^i^nds aj&Qbtmpoutomii 
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of Mn.f.ind'sey ; Also a general view of 
the Progress of the Unitarian Doctrine' 
in England and America.* By Thomas 
Belsbam. 8vo< 14s. boards. 

An Account of the Life ahd Character 
. of Wui, Bird, who Was executed at Cam-' 
fcridge for forgery, with some letters 
which he wrote, While under sentence of 
v death ; to which is added, an Address 
to a Prisoner. By a resident in the* 
University. 6d< fine paper Is* 

< Classical LiTEBATti*E< 

Euriptdis Tragcedi® Viginti cam va- 
rus lectionibus, ex editione Josod 
Barnes. 6 vols. 32mo. 11. 4s.bds. 

COMMERCE. 

A Letter to the Editors of the Pot- 
tnguese Investigator in England, on the 
Impropriety of abolishing the Royal 
Wine Company In Portugal. Is. fid. 

Observations oh the Expediency of 
Ship Building at Bombay* By W. T. 
Jtfoney, Esq. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Almanach du Commerce de Paris, dea 
Wpartemeds de PEmpire Franeais, & 
des principales Vilies du Monde. Par 
&delaTynna. 1812. 8vo. 11.5s* 

EDUCATIOH. 

Dialogues on the Microscope} con- 
taining an account of the . principles of . 
vision, and of the construction and ma* 
oaf ement of the most improved, and 
. generally useful Microscopes. By the 
Rev. J. Joyce, illustrated^by ten plates. 
2 vols. 18mo. ^s. half-bound. 

An Introduction to Practical Arith- 
metic, wherein Solutions by Cancelling 
are more generally adopted than have 
hitherto been. Designed for the use of 
Schools, By George James Aylmer. 
J2mo. 3s. 6tf. boards, and with the 
answers 4s. board?. 

'Abrege de PHistoire de Gil Bras de 
San til lane. Par N. Wanostrocht, Doc- 
teur en Droit. 12mo. 4s. boards. 

Observations on, the most important 
.Subjects of Education, containing many 
useful hints to Mothers, but chiefly in- 
tended for private Governesses. 12mo. 
$s. fid. 
v Hamilton's Elements of Drawing, in 
its various Branches, for the use of " 
Students ; illustrated by fifty-one engra- 
vings, plain and coloured. Svo. 11. 7js. . 
halt- bound. 

Thoughts on Education, in two parts. 
By, Mrs.. Seiaple, (daughter of the lati 
$er. Dr, & Punter} Jgmo. ?*•. 



First Lessons in English drtmfflfft 
adapted to the capacities of Children* 
from six to te n years old. 9d. 

A compendious System of Modem 
Geogratphy, Historical /Physical, Politi- 
cal and Descriptive. Being adapted to 
the nse Of the higher classes of Pupils, 
under both Public and Private Tuitiotr. 
By Thomas Myers, At M. of the Royal 
Military Academy, with eighteen map*. 
Svoj 19s. boards. 

ifiSTOat. 

"the Asiatic Annual Register, or 8s 
View of the History of Hindoostan, and 
the Politics, Commerce, and Literature, 
of Asia. Vol, 124 for the year l6l6-lltf 
8vo. it 

Interesting Official Documents rela^ 
ting to the United Provinces of Vene-* 
Euelay 8vo. 8s* 

Dow's (Alexander) History of Hin- 
doostan, translated from the Persian, 
new edition* 3 vols. lho< iU .Hs. 6dV 
boards. 

JOfttSPRUDSNCS'. 

A complete Colleetion-of State Trial'* 
and Proceedings for High Treason, and 
Other Crimes and Misdemeanours, from 
the earliest period, to the present time- 
Compiled- by T. Howell, Esq. P.R.S. 
Vol. 14. royal Svo*. 11. lis. 6d. 

An Abstract of the several Acts of 
Parliament, relating to the coNectiou 
and application of County Rates. 8vo. 
9s. * 

Ensor's Defects of the English Laws 
and Tribunals. 8vo. 

MATHEMATICS. 

A Treatise on Mensuration, both ii*> 
Theory and Practice. By Charles But- 
ton, JLL.bi F.B.S. &c. &c. The fourth, 
edition, with many additions. 8vo. 18s_„ 
boards 

Useful Compendium of many impor- 
tant ahd curious Branches of Scientific 
and General knowledge. By the Rev* 
Thomas Watson, 8vo. 6s. boards. 

MECHANICS. 

Reports, Estimates, and Treatises* 
drawn up in the course of his employ- 
ments as a Civil Engineer. By the la'.ar - 
John Soseaton, FJLS. illustrated, by se- 
venty-four plates, and printed chiefly 
fromhismanuscripts, under the direction, 
of a Select Committee of Civil Engi 
past*. 3voj* 4tO. 7'.7i. boards. Void - 
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£ and 9 may be had, and the Plates of 
Vol. 1. (not given before) done up in an 
Atlas, demy quarto, price 6L 6s. bds. 

SISDICIXB AMD CHIHURGBRY. 

Practical Observations on the Eutro- 
j)i am, or E version of the Eyelids ; with 
the description of a new operation for 
the care of that disease: on the modes 
of forming an artificial pupil ; and on 
Cataract. By Williain'Adams, Member 
pf the Royal College of Surgeons, 
London : Oculist Extraordinary to his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, &c. 
Ac. 8vo. illustrated by Coloured plates. 

* J 4s. boards. 

A Treatise on the Influence of Cli- 
mate on the Human Species ; and on the 
varieties of men resulting from it ; in- 

' eluding an account of the Criteria of 
Intelligence which the form of the head 
presents; and a Sketch of a rational 
System of Physiognomy, as founded on 
Physiology. . By N. C. Pitta, M. D; 8vo. 
5s. boards. 

A Treatise on Veterinary Medicine, 
Vol. 3. containing Practical Observa- 
tions on some iuiportaut Diseases of the 
jHorse. By James White, of Exeter, 
i^ate Veterinary Surgeon to the first or 
Koyal Dragoons. With four, plates. 

.J2mo. 6s. boards, 

An Address to the Apothecaries of 
Great Britain; with an appeal to the 
Committee to whom the Interests of 

.Pharmacy are delegated -by a General 
Meeting at the Crown and Anchor 

Tavern. July 3, 1812. %t. 

Stackers correct Synopsis of Pharma- 
copeias of 1787 and 1809, on a board* 

£s.6d, 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Tracts on Important Subjects ; His- 
torical, Controversial, and Devotional. 
By Mieaiab Towgood, Author of the 
t* Dissent from the £&urch of England 
* ^ullyjustiGed." 9a. 

The Ponderer, a Serjes of Essays, 
^Biographical, Literary, Moral and Cri- 
tical. By the Rev. John Evans, Master 
fit the Academy, Lower Park-row, 
^Bristol, and Author of an Oration on 
the Tendency of the Doctriue of Phi- 
losophical Necessity, foolscap 8vo. 4>s* 
boards. 

A Sketch of a few, of the most re- 
markable Customs of Spain, viz. the 
Inquisition, Assassinations, Bull-fighting, • 



, the Quarterly Review, No. 14 June 
1»42. 6s. 

The Edinburgh Quarterly Review/ 
No. 6. 8vo. 6s. 

Paris dans le disr-neuvieme siecle; on 

Reflections d'un Observateur snr les nou- 

velles Institutions, l'esprit public, la 

. Societe, les Femmes, la Literature, &c. 

.Jcc. 2 vols.. 12mo. If s. boards. - 

Filosofia de la Eloquencia. Por D. 
Antonio Campany y de Montpalau. 8vo» 
l*s. boards. 

The Spirit of the British Essayists* 
comprising all the most valuable Papers 
on every Subject of Life and Maimers, 
selected from the Tatler, - Spectator, 
Guardian, Rambler, World, Mirror, 
Lounger, &c. &c. 4 vols 12mo. 11. bds. 

Letters from the Dead to the Living; 
and Moral Letters. By Ann Maria* 
Ainslie, second edition, ,5s. boards. 

The Protestant Advocate ; or Review 
of Roman Catholic Publications, and 
Magazine of Protestant Intelligence. 
No. 1. price Is. to be continued monthly. 

Elegant Extracts, being a copious 
.Selection of Instructive, Moral and 
Entertaining passages from the most 
eminent Prose Writers. 6 vols. 32ino. 
11. 10s. 

Dillon's (Hon. H. A. M.P.) Commen- 
tary on the Military Establishments andf 
Policy of Nations. Vol. 2. 8vo. 7s. bds. 

Barker's Geographical, Commercial, 
and Political Essays. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Worthington's Invitation to the Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, to the manu- 
factures of Wines from the fruits of 
their own Country. Is. 6d. 

Lettres Choisies de Mesdames Sevigrie,. 
et Maintenon, avec Notes. Par M. de 
Jpevizac* 

- POETRY. 

Tales. By the Rev. George Crabbe, 
LL.B.8vo. 12s, 

Elegant Extracts ; being a copious 
Selection of Instructive, Moral, and 
Entertaining passages from the most 
eminent British Poets. 6 vols. 32mo. 
JLlOs. 

Portugal Delivered, a Poem, in five 
books. By G. Woodley. cr. 8vo« 7s. 
boards. 

Effusions of Fancy, consisting of the 
births of Friendship, Affection, and 
Sensibility. By Miss Macauley. cr. 
Svo. 7s. boards. 

The Frolics of the Spbynx, or an 
Original Collection of Charades, Rid- 
4ltt§, and Conuiwi* urns. ioo>oap 4*. bds. 
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A Few Verses, English and Latin. 
ibr. Bvo. 4s. 6d. boards. 

Her mi Id a In Palestine, the first Canto, 
And part of the Second, with other 
Stems. 4to. 15s. bds. , " 

Ingram's Poems in the English N «md 
Scottish Dialects, foolscap 3s\ 

The Pursuits of Literature, a Satirical 
l*oertl, in four dialogues, with notes, ice. 
sixteenth edition, royal 4to. price 31. 5s. 
—-imperial 4to. 51. 5s. bds. 

The breams of ah Idiqt. Poems by 
William Houghton, R. N, Author of 
the Alarm Sounded, or an Address to 
fehe Protestants. 2s. 6d; 

voetnes amd pomtical ecovomt. 

Art priquiry into the various Systems 
<Jf Pbfitical Economy, their Advantages 
and 'Disadvantages, and the Theory 
"most favourable to the Increase of 
National Wealth. By Charles Ganilb, 
'Advocate. 8vo. 12s. (Jd. boards. 

A Letter, signed by Ten Of the Di- 
rectors of the East' India Company, 
containing a minute examination and 
full vindication of the measures adopted 
by Sir George Barlow, during the dis- 
sentipns of the Presidency of Madras, 
extracted from the Papers laid before. 
Parliament 8yo.3s,6d. , ' 



>f Robert ttobin- 
Baptist Church 
Protestant Dis- 



•c 

.*' 
*e 

r Nonconformist 
C free remarks on 

tt Worship, and a 

' plan for the -improvement of it; with 
occasional Notes on various topics $)f 
general interest to Protestant Dissenters. 
€vo. 5s. bds. 

A Portraiture of the Roman Catholic 
Religion; or, an unprejudiced Sketch 
.of the Hist pry, Doctrines, Opinions, 
Discipline, apt! Present State ,of Catho- 
licism. By the Rev. J. Nightingale. 
fro, 16s. boards. 

A Friendly call of Truth aud$t*a#OB 



to a new Species of • Diwenfert, or 
Nominal Churchmen, but practical 
•Schismatics. By Re*. Edward Barry, 
M.D. fourth edition. 8vo, 5s. ^ 

Observations on a Future State ; and 
on the supreme felicity which there 
avvaitsthe Good. 8vo. Is. 6V). sewedi 

Sermons on Several Subjects and' 
Occasions. By James Riddocb, A. M. 
fourth edition, 3 vols. 8vo. II. 4s. l><ls. [ 

The Legislative Authority of Revealed . 
Grace : an Essay on the Gospel Dispen- 
sation considered in Connection, with. 
God's Moral Government of Men* 
Second edition, carefully revised and 
enlarged. With an Appendix cpntaiping 
Strictures on the Necessity of the Atone- 
. roent, and the Nature of Regeneration. 
JBy William Rennet. 8vo. 7s. bds. 

Pious Selections from the Works .of 
poddridge, flow^ler, &e. ,8vo. 5s. 6d. 
bds. 

Sermon preached at Reading, before 
the Reading and Berkshire Auxiliary 
Bible Society. By William Marsji. 
2s. 6a 4 . 

The Advantages of distributing the 
Holy Scripture among the Lower Orders 
of Society. X&. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 

• An Account of the Island of Ma- 
deira. By N. C, Pitta, M. D. Sw>. 3i. 
bds. 

A "Commercial View, and Geogra- 
phical Sketch of the Brasils, and Of 
the Island of Madeira. By T. Ashe, 
Esq. 8vo. 7s. 6d. bds. 

$to. II. (illustrated by maps arid*' 

• charts,) of a General History and Col- 

• lection of Voyages and Travels, arranged 
in systematic order. By Robert Kerr, 
F. R. S, and F. A. S. Edin. 

Two Successive Tours . through the 
. whole of Wales, with several of the 
. adjacent English counties. By Henry 
Skrioe, Esq. L.L.B. of Warley, in So- 
mersetshire, 2nd editiop, gvo. 10«. 64. 

Pinkerton's General Collection pf 
Voyages and Travels. Part -52, ft*. 
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ECLECTIC REVIEW, 

For OCTOBER, 1812. 

. Art. t.^Tdks tf Fashionable Lip. By Miss Edepworth, Author of 
Practical Education, Belinda, &c. &c. 12mo. 3 vols. pp. 1450. Price 
Johnson. 1812. 

JTEW can have passed a candid and discriminating eye 
over the class of religidus poor, without admiring the eleva- 
tion of humble intellect frequently produced by genuine piety. 
From a mass of ignorance and fanaticism,— from among many 
deceiving, and many self-deceived, by which, if men of fine 
taste alone, they are disgusted, if of benevolent piety, griev- 
ed, — they distinguish some of the lowest capacity, and the 
smallest attainments, who are yet, evidently, and undeniably, 
' wise unto salvation ;* individuals selected "from the dregs of 
mankind, and surrounded by stupifying vice, whom feligton^ 
in its simplicity and purity,' has rendered both useful and res-' 
pectable; who * shine as lights' in their little, world, exem- 
plary and eminent for humility, consistency, and the con- 
scientious improvement of the single talent with which they are 
entrusted; and who, like a current of air, or a spring of sweat 
water, cleanse and fertilize every spot to which they are led. 
Scarcely able to discern any thing else clearly, they hare yet 
distinct views of scripture truth, and of moral right and wrong. 
For the Bible is equally their study and their delight; and 
having made the testimonies of God their daily meditation, 
they 'have more understanding than all their teachers: 9 
they understand themselves — the condition and the end of 
man-r-and pursue their high vocation in the exercise of uni- 
form, cheerful obedience. < Thihgs that are hid from the wise 
and prudent, are thus revealed Unto babes; 4 and the sight fc 
beautiful, in all the emphasis of the expression. 

But there ^s another spectacle, not less beautiful in- 
deed, but more grand, in proportion to the magnitude and 
Vol. VIII. 4 L 
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elevation of the objects that compose it ; and this is, the con- 
secration of human intellect of the first order, to the service 
and glory of God. To behold the pride of talent subdued 
by humility of heart and of principle; the pleasure of it 
confined to the consciousness of its diligent improvement; the 
value of it estimated, not by the extent of its despotism, by the 
vague admiration of the many, or the discriminating reverence 
of the few, not even by that, which is commonly reckoned its 
most glorious reward, the comparative immortality of its fame, 
but, by the means of usefulness it affords, by the opportunity 
it confers of rendering distinguished service, and acceptable 
gratitude, to the bestower of every good and perfect gift, in 
contributing to the improvement -and happiness of his crea- 
tures, — to contemplate such a spectacle, is to behold the most 
sublime exhibition of which the human character is capable ; 
one upon which the most correct £ye dwells with unalloyed 
satisfaction.; and which the supreme Judge will doubtless 
reward with the plaudit to be pronounced on l good and faith- 
ful service* in the great day of account. 

It is not possible, indeed, for great talents to be regarded 
with unmingled esteem, otherwise, than as thus regulated au4 
devoted. Disapprobation — regret — compassion — and a certain 
fearful lookipg for of the final award, painfully check the glow 
of admiration excited by the first glance at rare and brilliant 
qualities, when they are not set, (if we may use the expres- 
sion), in correct, scriptural principles. ' What all this might 
have been — might have accomplished — are ideas which steal 
away our satisfaction ; — and the consideration of how deficient 
and affecting will be the account it must ultimately render, 
converts it into positive pain. On this side the grave, there 
cannot be a spectacle more awful, than that of a superior 
human mind, engaged in avowed rebellion against its author, 
governor, and iudge ; proudly and thanklessly employing the 
distinguished bounties of God, or, as (to veil the obdurate 
ingratitude of his conduct) he would call them, of nature, in 
disputing his sovereignty, in attempting to subvert his laws, 
and in seducing his creatures into similar revolt: 



-< Whose heart 



Distends with pride, and hardening in his strength, 
Glories/ 

Strange as it appears, there have existed such characters ! men 
of giant intellect, who yet, notwithstanding the bravado and de- 
fiance that distinguished their rebellions, shall eventually be 
found ' speechless ;' and of whom it is inevitable to believe* 
that it had been ' well, if they had neve? been born/ 
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• - This daring abuse of the great trust of mental pdtver, <i£ 
-more awful, is not more affecting, than a spectacle which we 
have frequent occasion to contemplate and lament — the exer- 
cise of admirable talents within low and contracted limits; 
fltoppkig just short of those motives' and principles, which alone 
could render their wisdom effective, and Sedulously employed 
in -providing substitutes which may supersede the 'necessity of 
referring to them. We see minds of the highest and most 
vigorous capability, and, actuated by too much natural bene* 
volence; with ^hom the benefit of society is a decided object; 
end, who conceive, that, coupled with the establishment of a 
splendid name, they pursue this object, both warmly and wise- 
ly)— who ret, by their utmost exertions, lay scarcely a single 
atone, and never the foundation stone, in the great work of 
human improvement. The reason plainly is, because they do not 
refer to 4be plan of the original architect, of him who designed, 
and who knows the end of every part. However beautiful, or 
ev^n durable, therefore, may be the materials which are brought 
to the work, they are not so squared as to fit in with his, knd 
must he re-formed by *his workmen, before they can be u&fbl 
and compact in the building. If the force wbich raised tbeSe 
massy columns, the ingenuity that contrived these internal 
^arrangements, the taste displayed in these -decorations, had 
been employed under the eye and direction of the master 
builder, how useful and beautiful would have been the result I 
As his, we befcold aBabel. The good produced is, at best, desul- 
tory. Awant of systematic co-operation,— of design correct from 
the beginning, deprives it of half its value; and exertions 
whtefa might have commanded unqualified admiration, excite, 
with diminished admiration, a strong regret ;~£he mixed feel- 
ing with which we usually rise from any work of Miss 'Edgfe- 
worth's. 

The intention of the first story in the volumes before ufc, 
Mr. Edgewortb thus announces, in his preface to the * Tales*;' 

« Vivian exposes one of the ropst common defects of mankind. To be 
" infirm of fiurfiose," is.tobe at the mercy of the artful, or. at the disposal 
of accident* ,An excellent and wise nio^her gave the fbUpwipg advice with 
her dying breath, — " My son, learn early to say, JNo I' V^This,pttepf 
gave the first idea of the story of Vivian.' 

The design, thus proposed, is pursued by Miss Ed^eworth 
with her usual variety and felicity of illustration. Vivian, a 
young man of talent, integrity, and amiable dispositions, but 
" infirm of purpose," is passed through a course of situations, 
in which, by this constitutional weakness, hit taleiitsare gra- 
dually rendered useless or despicable, bis integrity ander- 

4 L 2 
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mined, and bis amiable dispositions sacrificed to the im- 
portunities of vice. Irresolute in love, in friendship, in private 
and in public virtue, Vivian proceeds by natural and affecting 
degradation to ultimate ruin : and the career is so continually 
treading in real life, — such is the conduct, and such the de- 
struction of so large a number, that we ought not, perhaps, to 
complain of the representation, even where crime is most pro- 
minent; although prominent crime, in characters which pre- 
serve a lively interest, tends, without doubt, to allay that 
shrinking disgust which it ought to inspire. In the counsels of 
Mr. Russel, indeed, the hero's excellent friend, who employs, 
as we may fairly conclude, every motive and argument Math 
which the author could furnish him, and is a kind of personifi- 
cation, or reservoir, of her principles, we might justly 
expect to meet with a high standard. At least we should 
expect it, if our previous acquaintance with Miss Edgewortb did 
not prevent : but perceivings as her readers will early discover, 
that she draws from no source superior to, human wisdom, 
employs no remedy more effective than natural conviction, 
we only regret the deficiency of that materia medica from 
which her preventives are composed. The consultation being 
upon that ancient question, ' Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way,' it is strange that Mr. Russel, the reverend 
Mr. Russel, should forget the ancient psescription, ' By taking 
heed thereto according to thy word;' or, another, of trial 
efficacy, ' How shall I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against GodP But the idea of sin, as it regards any thing but 
the misery and disgrace of the sinner, or of the circle in which 
he acts, does not appear to constitute any part of Miss Edge* 
worth's system. The guilt of violating a divine command is 
not insinuated : and those principles which have been found 
effectual, in numbers of undeniable instances, to strengthen 
weakness, or to reclaim from profligacy; those which have 
conducted even Vivians unseduced among importunate temp- 
tations, and made them more than conquerors, are. stu- 
diously kept out of sight. It was not necessary* that they 
should prove successful; for numbers hear, and assent to, 
without allowing them to operate upon their minds. But, 
surely, it was necessary, that a clergyman, who, with a decent 
deference to religion, is represented as a pattern of virtue and 
principle, should discharge his trust in something like the 
Christian character. Miss Edgeworth appears sensible, (poeti- 
cally sensible, perhaps,) that religion is not to be totally over- 
looked. It adds the grace of propriety to certain circum- 
stances. She cannot but feel it so. But has she any defined 
idea of the sentiment, which it would be indecorous wholly to 
neglect ? A vague sense of propriety and necessity, — a kind 
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mi instinctive tenderness, which cannot leave' the dying pillow 
deprived of religious hope, constrain her to admit it: but why 
is that principle, which, if it be any thing, must govern and 
model the character, which must purify motive, and regulate 
action, which, in order to afford substantial support in death, 
must have been, even upon Miss Edgeworth's principles we 
conceive, the leading star of life, (for we do not regard her as 
the advocate of d^ath-bed conversions,) why is this to be exhi- 
bited for the first time in its last office? Religion, although a 
grace, is not a mere grace. Does she intend to intimate, that- 
Vivian had been influenced, during his life, by religious prin- 
ciples? If he were, why do we not perceive, their operation, 
or at least their struggles? And if not, why does she allow him 
their final consolations? The example of Vivian- affords an 
Useful warning to matly; and the wisdom of Mr. Russel must 
be felt as wisdom by ail. But let it be remembered, that c the 1 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ;' and that unless 
this foundation be laid, every thing else will be but as loose 
stones, without stability, and without completeness. 

The first introduction. of Vivian's characteristic weakness in 
the extravagance of castle-building, varies, a little injudU 
ciou&ly, from Miss Edgeworth's usual mode; and appears, for a 
time, as if ' overstepping the modesty of Nature. It is ne- 
cessary to become^ gradually familiar with character for its 
stronger expressions to please ; and although that of Vivian is 
previously announced, yet, as readers require to see and hear 
for themselves, and yield very iittle to an author's assurances, 
the exhibition is too sudden to appear natural. Inferior judge- 
ment is commonly detected by this test. Writers of under- 
went describe elaborately, and furnish a kind of inventory of 
the mental and personal goods and chattels, with which their 

Jiersonages are endowed; finding it incomparably easier, and. 
orgetting, that in the same proportion it is less interesting, 
than the display, of characteristic action. But, with this fault 
Miss Edgeworth is not often chargeable. The magic of her 
genius conjures up living figures ; and presents a phantasma, 
by which the eye is effectually deceived* The character of 
tord Glistonbury is described and started at the same mo* 
menu 

' Lord Glistonbury came to receive his guests, attended by three 
hangers-on of the family, a chaplain, a captain, and a young lawyer. Hi* 
lordship was scarcely past the meridian 0/ life ; yet, ia aptte of hw gay and 
debonnair manner, he looked old, as if he was paying for ^libertinism of 
his youth by premature decrepitude. H» countenance' announced preten* 
aiona to ability : his easy and affable address, and the facility; with which 
he expressed himself, gained him credit, at first, for touch more under- 
standing than he really possessed* There was a plausibility in all he said ; 
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tat if if watfexammedr there was nothing in it but nonsawtf . Sbme of hist 
expressions appeared brilliant ; tome of hi a sentiments just y but there war 
a. want of consistency, a want of a pervading mind yihis conversation, 
which, tor good judges, betrayed the truth, that all his opinions were 
adopted, not formed; all his maxims- common -place; his wit mere repeti- 
tion; his sense merely tact. After proper thanks and compliments to Lady 
Mary and Mr. Vivian, for securing for him such a treasure as Mr. Russel, 
he introduced lord Lidhurst, a sickly, bashful, yet assured iooking boy of 
fourteen, to his new governor, with polite expressions of unbounded confi- 
dence, and a rapid enunciation of undefined and contradictory expec- 
tations. 

' *' Mr. Russel will.- I am perfectly persuaded, makfe lidbtfpst every 
thing we can desire," said his lordship, " an honour to his country ; aft : 
ornament to his family. It is my decided opinion, that man .is but a; 
bundle of habits ; and it's my raaxim> that education is tecond nature—* * 
first i indeed, in many cases. For, except tjhat I am staggered about 
original genius, I own I conceive, with Hartley, that early impressions 
and associations are all in all : His vibrations and vibratiuncles are quite* 
satisfactory. But what I particularly wish for Lidhurst* sir is, that he 
should be trained as soon as possible into a 'statesman. Mr. Vivian, I 
presume you mean to follow up public business, and no doubt will ftiake a 
f?gure % So I prophesy— and I am' used to these things. And from 
Lidhurst too, under similar tuition, 1 may with reason expect miracles—- 
•hope to hear him thundering in the house of commons in a few years—: 
' confess' am not quite so impatient to have the young dog in the house* of 
incurables; for you know he could not be there without being in my shoes*; 
which I have not done with yet— ha! ha! ha!— Each in his turn my 
hpy 1— la the meantime, Lady Mary, shall we join the ladies yonder, on 
the terrace. Lady Ghstonbufy, 'walks so* slow* that she will be seven., 
hours in coming to us, so we had best go to her ladyship — If the moun- 
tain won't go to Mahomet, you know, of course, what follows." 
• *' 0n their way to the' terrace, Lord Glistonbury, who always heard 
himself speak with' singular complacency, continued to give his ideas on 
education ; sometimes appealing to Mr. Russet, sometime* happy to catch 
the eye of Lady Mary. 

- i u Now rtiy idea for Lidhurst is simply this 5— that he should know 
every thing that is in all the best books in the library, but yet that he 
Mumld be the iartheat possible from a book*worm~**that he should never 
except in .a set speech in the house, have the air of having opened * book 
in his life-mother Wit for me!-4n- v nio$t cases-r^nd that, easy style -«£ 
ori^nality,, which sbpws the true gentleman. As to morals— ^JLidhurat^ 
walk on, my boy — as to morals, I confess I couldn't bear to see any- 
thing of the Joseph Surface about him. A youth of spirit must, you know, 
Mf* Viviari-^excusejne^ Lady Mary* this lis anosrdt^bzeQi&ethinQol a 
laiitudinamBito keep in the jashtonA-not that I mean td say do exactly to 
Lidhurst~*fei», bo^-hou the contrary, Mr- Rustet, it is ton: cue, aa well xd 
ihis rerenentt -j r ^eBtlepuu|!ai M . looking back at the chaplain, who boufod 
aasent .before he jukw to whatn-f ^ut isiour cue, as weft as; this* ireveforid 
■jeutlemao**, ti-pteach prudence, and temperance, and all tfcfc* cardinal 
firkues/*.^ . ." 1 *i r.i . . .r* • . ' 
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Another unprincipled companion, by whom the ruin of 
Vivian is accelerated, is thus forcibly characterized. 

• * Among the men of talents and political consequence, whom he met at 
Lprd Glistonbury's, was Mr. Wharton, whose conversation particularly 
pleased Vivian, and who now courted his acquaintance with an eagerness, 
which was peculiarly flattering. Vivian knew him only as a man of great 
abilities ; with his real character he was not acquainted, Wharton had 
prepossessing manners, and wit sufficient, whenever he pleased, to make 
the worse appear the better reason. In private or in public debate, he had 
at his command, and could condescend to employ all, sorts of arms, and i 
every possible mode of annoyance, from the most powerful artillery of 
logic, to the lowest squib of humour. He was as little nice in the com- 
pany he kepi, as in the style of his conversation. Frequently associating 
with fools,, and even willing to be thought one, he made, alternately, his 
sport and his advantage of the weakness and follies of mankind. Wharton 
was philosophically, politically! and fashionably profligate. After having » 
ruined his private fortune by unbounded extravagance, he lived on— no- 
body knew how-.— in careless profusion* In public life, he made a distin- 
guished figure; and seemed, therefore, to think himself raised above the 
necessity of practising any of the minor virtues of economy, prudence, or 
justice, which common people find essential to their. well-being in society. 
Tar from attempting to conceal, he gloried in his faults ; for, he knew full 
well, that, as long as he had the voice of numbers with him, he could bully 
or laugh, or shame plain reason and "rigid principle out of countenance. It 
was his grand art to represent good sense as stupidity, and virtue as hypo- 
crisy. Hypocrisy was, in his opinion, the only vice which merited the 
brand of infamy ; and from this, he took sufficient care to prove, or at least 
to proclaim, himself free. Even whilst he offended against the decencies' 
of life, there seemed to be something frank and graceful in his manner of 
throwing aside all disguise. There appeared an air of superior liberality in 
his avowing himself to be governed by that absolute selfishness, which 
other men strive to conceal even from their own hearts. He dexterously 
led his acquaintance to infer, that he would prove as much better than his 
professions, as other people are often found to be worse than theirs. Where 
he wished to please, it was scarcely possible to escape the fascination of his 
manner; nor did he neglect any mode of courting popularity: he knew' 
that a good table is necessary to attract even men of wit ; and he made it 
a point to have the very best cook, and the very best wines. He paid his 
cook, and his cook was the only person he did pay, in ready money. * His 
wine?merc.hant he paid in words— an art in which he was a professed, and 
yet a successful adept, as hundreds of Jiving witnesses were ready to attest. 
Bu{, though Wharton could cajole, lie could not attach his fellow-creatures 
—he had a party, but no friend. With this distribution of things he was 
perfectly satisfied ; for he considered men only as beings, who were to~ 6e 
worked to his purposes; and he declared; thato provided he had power 
over their iritcfestsand their humours* be cased not what became or their, 
hearts. It was- hk policy to enlist young • men of talents or fortune under * 
bit banners y and, consequently, Vivian, was an object worthy of his atten? * 

We qannpt beta rcfiharkib^ -tirat'MK tyfartdift ihartfln. 
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Vivian's seduction, although it afforded legal security to the 
criminal, could not properly restore him to his own esteem, 
and to that of society, as, apparently, it did. From the mo- 
ment of this discovery, Vivian, and even Mr. Russel, seem 
perfectly satisfied; as if the only bar to which crime is ame- 
nable, were the bar of man. But legal security can in no in- 
stance recover from moral degradation. It is the reproach of 
manners, and a sign of the most vitiated moral sense, to sup- 
pose that it can. 

We frankly confess ourselves puzzled by the characters of 
Lady Glistonbury, and her daughter, Lady Sarah; but, witU 
this want of penetration, it is consoling to suspect, , that Miss 
Edgeworth was puazled too. There is some trouble; bestowed 
upon, the representation— -more, apparently, than upon others, 
which are better defined. That 6f Lady Sarah, particularly, 
attempts a novel- variety of character. But from the incon- 
sistent impressions communicated, it appears to have been 
never distinctly conceived. At first, we regard them as pieces 
of ( petrified propriety :* soon after, conclude that they are 
Pharisaical hypocrites, who but ill conceal, under a sanctimo- 
nious taste for the writings of'Toplady, Wesley, and Bunyan? a 
proud self-esteem, a want of natural affection and sQcial virtue, 
and, with professed horror, a secret tolerance of vice. . But, 
with no small surprise, we find ourselves eventually reconciled 
to the mother, and obliged to feel for the daughter the live*, 
liest admiration and esteem.- We could almost believe, thafc 
Miss Edgeworth intended to compliment the religion of Bun- 
yau hy the developement of this character ; actirrg with a de- 
gree of consistent, conscientious propriety, such as does not 
result from the generous dispositions of Lady Julia, or the 
worldly good sense of Lady Mary Vivian. If Miss Edgeworth 
is in reality so ingenuous as to attribute the correctness of 
Lady Sarah's conduct to the peculiarity of her religious. views, 
we are surprised, and grateful. But, whatever be the design, 
the effect is awkward. The character is interruptedly, and un- 
easily developed : the indications of latent feeling rather 
startle than please us 5 and, till it completely expands, convey 
no clear impression of what we are to understand try tbem. 
In the following scene this character attains its highest in- 
terest. ,.- "' r ■ "' f . • t " ' \; * 

; < Left to hU ooolreifctfoa, Vivian thought, with horror, of the -misery 
into which the event of-tras:dnel migbttnvolve all with whom he was con* 
nected, aiid«H mho vterei attached to him* The affair was, of course, to 
be kept a eecret&am atM Olistonbttry House, where Vivia^was engaged 
to dine with a large ministerial party. He went home to dress. Hojnng* 
to^Jiave a qua/ter.pf an/houf;to Jumself^ <h*;<tisfntoefl his servant, wljo waa 
waiting in an anti-chamber, saying, that he would ring when He wasted 
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him; but, on entering his own dressing-room, he^ to his surprise and' 
mortification, found his wife seated there, waiting for him with a face of 
anxious expectation ; a case of new set diamonds on a table beside her, 
«' I thought you were at your father's, my dear ! Are not you to be at 
Gb'stonbury House to day ?" said Vivian. 

" No," replied Lady Sarah. ts Surely, Mr. Vivian, you know that 
my father gives a political dinner, and 1 suppose you are to be there ?"• 

" O yes !" cried Vivian ; " I did not know what I was saying— I am 
to be there, and must dress (looking at his watch) ; for I have no time 
to spare — ." 

• « Be that as it may, I must intrude upon your time for a few minutes,** 
said Lady Sarah. 

' « Vivian stood impatiently attentive, whilst Lady Sarah seemed to find 
it difficult to begin some speech, which she had prepared. 
- « Women, I know, have nothing to do with politics " — She began in a * 
constrained voice ; but, suddenly quitting her air and tone of constraint, she * 
started up, and exclaimed— T 

« Oh, my dear, dear husband ! what have you done ? — No, no, I can- 
not, I will not believe it, till I hear it from your own lips ! — " 

" What is the matter, my dear Lady Sarah ? — You astonish, and al- 
most alarm me !" — said Vivian, endeavouring to preserve composure of 
countenance. 

' " I will not — Heaven forbid, that I should alarm you, as I have been 
alarmed!" said Lady Sarah, commanding her voice again to a tone of 
tranquillity. — " I ought, and, if I were not weak, should be convinced, 
there is no reason for alarm. There has been some mistake, no doubt ; 
and I have been to blame for listening to idle reports. Let me, however,' 
state the facts. — Half an hour ago, I was at Gray's the jeweller's, to call 
for my poor mothers diamonds, which, you know he has reset— -" 

."Yes— well?"' 

" And, whilst I was in the shop, a party of gentlemen came in, all of 
them unknown to me, and, of course, I was equally unknown to them ; 
for they began to speak of you in a manner, in which none knowing me 
would venture in my presence. They came fresh, as 1 understood, from 
the gaHery of the house', where they had been listening to this day's, de- 
bate. They said— I cannot bear to repeat or to think of what they said— 
You cannot have bartered your public reputation for a marquisate for my 
father ?— You cannot have done that which is dishonourable — You can- 
not have deserted your party for a paltry place for yourself!... You 
turn pale... I .wish, if it pleased God, that I was this moment in my 
gravel " 

" Heaven forbid, my dear Lady Sarah I" cried Vivian, forcing a smile, 
and endeavouring to speak in a tone of raillery. " Why should you wish 
to be in your grave, because your husband has just got a good, warm place ? 
Live ! live !" said he, raising her powerless hand ; « for consider, as I 
did-i-and'this consideration was of no small weight with me — consider* 
my dear Sarah, how much better yon will live for it \" 

« And you did consider me ? and that did weigh with you ?— Oh, this 
ie what I dreaded most !" cried Lady Sarah. " When will you know my 
jpcal character i When wiU you. have confidence in your wife, air ? When 
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\rill you know the power, the uncoaquered, unconquerable power t of. her: 
affection fqrypu 2" \ ■ [ 

« Viriaja, rattch struck by the strength of her expression, as she uttered* 
these words, was. a moment silent in astonishment; and then could only,, 
in an incoherent manner, protest, that he did know-— that he had always 
done justice to her charactei^-that he believed in her affection— -and had 
the greatest confidence in it's power* • 

" No, sir; no.— Do not say that which 1 may not, cannot credit ! You 
have not confidence in the power of my afiection, or you would never have 
done this thing to save me pain— What pain can be so great to me, as the 
thought of my husband's .reputation suffering abasement ?*— Do you think 
that, in comparison with this, I, your wife, could put the loss of a service 
of plate, or house in town, k or. equipage, or servants, or*— such baubks.as 
these?" added she, her eyesi glancing upon the diamonds : then, snatcbing: 
them up, " Take them, take them l" cried she, : " they were my mothes'aj 
and if her spirit could look down, from Heaven upon us, she would approve 
my offer-^-she would command your acceptance. Then, here, on 
rnvkneea 1 conjure you, my beloved husband, tpke them-r-sell them— 
sell plate, furniture, house, equipage*— sell every thing, rather than your 
honour.—" 

" It is soj/dy* qajd Vivian, in a,. vojce of despair. 

*« Redeem it f redeem it, at any price V 9 .cried Lady Sarah.— u No! I 
Will kneel If ere at your feet; you. shall not raise me, till. I have obtained 
this. proniuae>~this justice to me, to yourself. 91 ' 

. " It is, tpo late," aaid Vivian^ writhing in agony* 
' « Neve? too late !" cried Lady Sarah. " Give up the place. — Never" 
too late L Give up the place— Write this moment, and all will be well y 
for your honour will be saved> and the rest is as nothing in my eyes l" 

« High-minded woman 1" cried Vivian, «* why did not I hear you 
sooner ? — Why did not I avail myself of your strength of soul ? * 

" Use i&naw-<— hear me uow— let us waste no time in words; here is 
pen and ink — write my dearest husband ! and be yourself again." 

« You waste the energy, of your mind on me," cried Vivian, breaking 
from Lady Sarah, and striking his forehead violendy ; " I am not worthy 
of such attachmemVr-It is done; it cannot be undqne, I am a weaj&, 
ruined, dishonoured wretch !— I tell you, it cannot be.undone V* 

* hqdy Sarah rose, and stood in despair. Then, looking! un ta Heaver^ 
she was *Jent for some moments. After which, approacjimg her fits* 
band, she said, in an altered, calm voice, " Since it cannot be undone, I 
wiU urge, you no more ; but, whether in glory or in shame* you are secure 
that your wife will abide by you."' 

• We should at least feel inclined to respect the religious opi- 
nions of such a character. 

We w$re going to abject to the extreme youth of Lady JulU-^r 
too young for her situations, her eloquence, for every 
thing but her indiscretions, JJtjt we .allow foe the f>Mtfu* £Squ* 
B^epgbjMoi ' lettiog he* roll a hoop io,ta the company; at her 
fimtiotrodvctioQ; a grace which could not well be bestowed 
upon a. girl of more than fifteen, and after whioh, weacknow* 
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ledge!, she could be only sixteen in the; court©, of a year* Bat 
this fault, which i« cpmmwi to most novels* considerably in- 
creases their evil influence upon young readers. It readers 
the transfer of feelings, which youthful imagination is quick 
to make, more easy, and more dangerous. Doubtless it has in- 
spired the first lisp of many a young coquette; and, although, 
it might be vain to urge this effect with unprincipled writers^ 
we expect more consistency in the moral aim of Miss Edge*- . 
worth. We could wish, too, to see one novel, in which there 
should not be heard a shriek or exclamation, more extraordi- 
nary, from sober, sensible people, than, in similar circum- 
stances, we should expect from sober people of our own ac- 
quaintance, We declare, that in the whole course of our 
observant lives, we never heard a lady, of any tolerable under- 
standing, scream, or sa%v her fall into hysterics, or faint away, 
(which is certainly the most excusable of the three), for love. 
And, to the best of our recollection, we never heard a well-au- 
thenticated report of such phenomena having taken place < 
among our friends. We cannot deny, that things of the kind 
do, occasionally, happen : nay, more ; we could imagine si- 
tuations, in which tbey would be divested of much of their 
extravagance* But to represent them as the general, or 
oply the frequent expressions of emotion, in respectable wo- 
men* .is, we honestly think, unfair ; even allowing for the possi- 
bility, that accidents b£ this nature may have been kept a little 
out of our way. • • ... : „ 

We have only to add, of the story of Vivian, that the ptor f 
if not very intricate, appears, at. times a little hurried; and, 
fcom the variety of operating causes, does, not always submit to 
instantaneous arrangement. 
Of the second tale, Miss Edgeworth observes; 

4 Emilie de Coulangea exposes a fault into which the good and gene* 
rfiiftj are^liable to fall: Great sacrifices and great benefits cannot frequendy 
be Made or conferred by j private individuals ; but, every day, kindness and 
attention to the common feelings of others, is within' the power, and may 
be the practice, of every age, and sexi, and station/' 

>ne recommendation, in com- 

> productions, the basis. of a 
•s from most of them, in spirit 
13 Edgeworth is sensible, we 

> the effect of this story, with* 
itly, to elicit h?r own idea. ; Iu 
hich w$ suspect that the pa- 
nally exhausted), there is less 
hi eg \yq recollect to have seen 
illingly attribute it to one of 
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the Miss Edgeworths, or Mrs, Edgewortbs, or Maria Edge- 
worths, who have endeavoured to gain the public ear, by avail- 
ing themselves of this respectable name. The idea is good, 
and the moral important ; many of the didactic hints well 
deserve a place in our tablets ; and, in the latter part of the 
story, Miss Edgeworth begins to dawn ; but it is evidently a 
point laboured at ; not an effort of genius, but, an effort with- 
out genius. 

It is an unfortunate fact, attaching to the fault which this 
story is designed to expose, that the expressions of it, however 
troublesome, aretoo minute to be delineated natural size ;and not 
being announced by the moralist, as traits magnified, we are 
thspleased with the exaggeration of the parts. They are insect 
tormentors, the most irritating that can be endured ; but they - 
swim like motes in the sun beam, and are perceived only by the 
inflammation they excite. It is difficult, of course, to repre- 
sent them correctly. The copy, in order to catch the eye, 
must be somewhat enlarged ; and this gives an unnatural appear- 
ance to a good likeness. For this reason, the character of Mrs. 
Somers, (who is properly the heroine of the story), will very 
likely appear inconsistent and out of nature, to many ; though 
others, more observant of the secret tendencies of their own 
dispositions, or under the torture of such tempers around them, 
will subscribe to its accuracy. The conception, it is ttue, 
teldom starts upon us in the verisimilitude of nature; yet, it 
enables us to discover the precise object in nature from which 
i^ was studied; we do not look' at, but through it, and then 
perceive acute observation of character, foiled* in exhibition, 
by the nicety of the subject, and by the delicacy of touch it 
required. 

But, as it appears to us^ there is real inconsistency in Mr. 
Edgeworth's ranking her among the * good an^ generous,.* 
The x union of actions of great apparent generosity, with un- 
generous selfishness on small occasions, the exorbitant de- 
mands frequently made spoil gratitude, and the. trials to which . 
it is put, are by no means out of nature ; any more than the 
esteem with which Mrs. Somers . regards her own splendid 
sacrifices, ignorant of that pervading principle, which, alone, 
gives stability and consistency to the impulses of feeling. But 
generosity, if such* it must be called, without principle, is 
either vanity or instinct, and the gratification of it, a selfish 
indulgence. It may be complimented with the name, but* 
has scarcely a trace of the family character. Splendid sacri- 
fices are signs by which generosity is occasionally indicated,, 
feet are far from being in themselves generous ; and, such, 
indeed, is the condition of the human heart; that every action!. 
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t>f a nature to inspire popular admiration, stands in the class 
of the suspected, Virtues thatbjaze upon the eye of man, arise 
from that excitement too frequently to escape suspicion; and 
although simple, genuine characters may preserve integrity of 
motive in situations of imminent hazard; and although 
integrity of motive may be presumed, wherever conscientious 
principle is known to exist, yet, it is, safer to infer disposition 
from inadvertent, scarcely observable traits, than from actions 
to which public applause is regularly paid : not only, because 

Erincipleis, in these instances, less exposed to temptation, but, 
ecause habits of mind, betray themselves in the minute ex- 
pressions of habits of conduct. Upon great occasions habit is 
obliged to pause, and a variety of motives interfere, some of 
which are as worthless, as others are, probably, noble. 

The generosity df Mrs. Somers appears to have less of va- 
nity than instinct. It is the childish gratification of instantane- 
ous impulse ; add if Mr. Edgeworth had announced it as such, 
we should have followed the character in its developement with 
much greater facility. As it is, our expectations are first 
puzzled, and then disappointed. The most spirited sketch in 
the story is that of a volatile French woman, La Comtesse de 
Coulanges: and we are again startled into an odd kind of gra- 
titude to Miss Edgeworth, by a passing hint, that the virtues of 
Lady Littleton were, " by the grace of GocL" Miss Edgeworth 
has hitherto stood aloof from religion, and better so, than ap- 
proach it irreverently. Let her remember, if there is any thing 
treacherous in these advances, that the place whereon she ven- 
tures, is holy ground. 

The last of the tales, the longest, and the best, is intitled 
the * Absentee :* and it requires a spark of Irish enthusiasm to 
thank Miss Edgeworth, as she deserves, for this patriotic exer- 
tion, Ireland must be warmly grateful for the services of such a 
friend ; one, whose generous attachment to the country, whose 
discriminating observation, whose minute, and yet generalizing 
intelligence, and whose influence upon the public mind, emi- 
nently qualify her for the office she undertakes. The history 
is that of a great Irish proprietor, residing in England ; who 
embarrasses, or rather, whose lady embarrasses, an ample 
fortune, by the excesses of London fashion, and exposes his 
•estate and tenantry to the depredations of an unprincipled 
agent. In this subject Miss Edgeworth is at home ; and exhi- 
bits the evil with a truth and force of colouring, sufficient, we 
hope, to reclaim many, not yet' lost to the appeals of honour 
and patriotism, to say nothing of interest. With such, we 
should think, the following extract, alone, would turn the scale. 
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It describes the ucturn of the * Absented to feJs home ; and is 
part of a letter ifrom Laitjr Brady, tin Irish postilion, to his 
ferocber Pat. 

* So some weeks past, and there wasjjreat cleaning at Clonbrooy 
'castle, and in the town of Clonbrony ; ana the new agent's smart and 
dever ; and he had the glaziers, and the painters, and the slaters, up and 
down in the town wherever wanted ; and, you wouldn't know it again.— 
Thinks I, this is no bad sign ! * 

' /kw* cock up your ears, Pat ! for the great news is coming, and the 
good. The master's come home. — long life to him !— and family come 
Jwwne yesterday, all entirely! The mid lord and the young Ioro% (ay, 
tteres the man, Paddy!) and my lady, and Miss Nugent, and I driv 
Miss Nugentfs maid, that maid that was, and another j to I'bad the hide 
to bein along «u*i»em, and see all, from first to last/ 

park before sunset, and as fine an evening as ever you see ; with the stm 
shining on the tops of the trees, as the ladies noticed ; the leaves chang- 
ed, but not dropped* though so late in the season. I believe the leaves 
•knew what they were about, and kepton, on purpose to welcome them ; and 
the birds were singing, and 1 stopped whistling, that they might hear 
tbem ; out sorrow bit could they hear when they got to the park gate, 
for there was such a crowd, and such a shbut, as you never see— and they 
had the horses off every carriage entirely, and drew 'em home, with bles- 
sings, through the park. And, God bless 'em, when they got out, they 
didn tgo shut themselves up in the great drawing room, but went straight 
out to the tirrass, to satisfy the eyes and hearts that followed them. My 
lady lantngm my young kid, and Miss Grace Nugent that was, the 
beautihillest angel that ever you set eyes on, with the finest complexion 
and sweetest of smiles, laning upon the ould lord's arm, who had his bat 
off, bowing to all, and noticing the old tenants as he passed by name. O a 
there was great gladness and tears in the midst * for joy I could scarce 
teepfrom myself. 

'That minute there was music from below. The blind harper O'Neill, 
<with hia harp, that struck up « Gracey Nugent." And that finished, and 
**y ,*d Colambre smiling with the tears standing in his eyes too, and 
the fuld lord wiping his, f run to the Hrrdss brink to bid O'Neill play it 
again: butas I ran I thought I heard a voice call Larry.— Who calls 
Larry, *ays I ? «« My Lord Colambre calls you, Larry," says all at otice ; 
*nd tQur takes me by the shoulders and apins me round. *' There's my 
young lord callinff you, Larry— run for your life. 1 ' So I ran back for my 
life, and walked respectful with my hat in my hand, when I got near. 
* € Put on your hat, my father desires it," says my Lord Colambre. The ould 
ord made a sign to that purpose, but was too full to speak. " Where'* 
your father* continues my young lord. He's very ould my Lord, says I. 
* I didn't ax you how ould he was/' says he, " but where is he." He's 
behind the crowd below, on account of his infirmities he could ; not walk so 
"fast as the rest, my Lord, says I, but his heart is with you if not his body. 
* 1 must have his body too : so bring him bodily before us : and this shall 
be your warrant for so doing," said my lord joking. Forbe knows the natuf of us 
Paddy, and bpw we love a jokein our hearts, as wellas if he hadlived all hia 
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^m'Ire1ttd,*nd ty thei^ v t6tem,i>rtft ftrthftt J imr<^,^M(M ; h«?ptease« 
wftih us: and m6retaay%e,' than * ttto twiee asgo^d, thwasvcrtroufci 
smile onus/ 

Not all, but much of this story is in Miss Bdgeworth's best 
style ; neither entangled in plot, nor weakened by sentiment. 
Most of the characters are sketched with the frdedom of genius, 
and the precision of portraiture ; and we cannot do better, 
than let them speak for themselves. One, extremely spirited 
and agreeable, is that of Miss Broadhurst, a yonng heiress, 
destined by both families for Lord Oblambre, the youthful 
hero of the tale. At a gala given by his mother, lady 
Clonbrony, she is thus introduced : 

« " Miss Broadhurst ! Colambre— ail the BroadhwMts* V 9 said his mo- 
ther, wakening him, as she passed by, to receive them as they entered. — 
Miss Broadhurst appeared, plainly dressed— plainly even to singularity,— 
without any diamonds or ornament. 

'* Brought Philippa to you, my dear lady Clonbrony, this figure, rather 
than not bring her at all,'* said puffing Mrs. Broadhurst, — " and had all 
the difficulty in the world to get her out at all, and now IVe promised she 
shall -stay but half * an hour, — sore throat, terrible cold she took in the 
morning,— Fll swear for her she'd not have come for any one but yon." 

€ The young lady did not seem inclined to swear, or even to jay this 
for herself; she stood wonderfully usecmoerned and passwe, with an 'ex- 
pression of humour lurking in her eyes, and ahont the wmssss o£ her 
mouth; whilst Lady Goflbrony -was "shocked," and "gratified," and 
•*< concerned," and « flattered ;" and whilst every body waa hoping aqd 
fearing, and busying themselves About her*— " Miss Broadhurst, yonM 
better sit here I" — •« O 1 for Heaven's sake ! Miss Broadhurst vol 
there !"—« Miss Broadhurst if you'll *a-ke my opinion ;"— and, *« Mist 
broadhurst, if I may advis e ■ ' *' 

' After some common place conversation* Lady Anne H ■■ *- , 

booking at the company in an adjoining apartment, asked her sister how 
old Miss somebody was, who passed by. This led to reflections upon 
the comparative age and youthful appearance of sevei^fcf thefr wwttain- 
tance, and upon the care, with which mother's concealed' the 4ige> of their 
daughters. Glances passed between lady Catharine and lady Anne. 

* " For my part," said Miss Broadhurst, *' my mother would labour 
that point of secrecy in vain for me 5 for 1 am willing to tell my age— wen 
if my face did not tell it for me— to all, Whom it may concern— I am past 
three and twenty— shall be four and twenty the 5th of next July." 

* Three and twenty!— Bless me 1— I thought you wens nottwenty t" 
cried Lady Anne. 

4t Four and twenty, — next July !— impossible J" cried Lady Catha- 
rine. 

u Verypossible ,, —-said Miss Broadhurst, quite unconcerned* 
u Nowi Lord Colambre, would you believe it ?— can yeu'belfeve it?* 
asked Lady Catharine. * 

* Yes, he can, 9 * said Miss Broadhurst*— «' Ddfi't yon "see, that he be- 
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lievea it, as firmly as you and I do ?— Why should you force his Iordsbis* 
to pay a compliment contrary to his better judgment, or extort a.£miJ* 
from him under false pretences ? — t am sure that you, ladies, and I trust he 
perceives that I do not thinly the worse of him, for this." 

* Lord Colambre smiled now without any false pretence. 1 

After standing for some little time in doubt of* this interest- 
ing personage, we surrender, at length, our cordial esteem and 
affection to her. 

The portraits of lady Dashfort, and of her silent back-ground 
daughter, lady Isabel, if more prominent, tire so much less pleas- 
ing, that we leave our readers to enjoy them by themselves. 
The former, especially, is one of Miss Edgeworth's boldest, 
truest, most animated conceptions. Upon none has she be- 
stowed a stronger relief, none is designed with more energy, 
or expressed with greater ease, than this beacon character $ 
but the conception is malignant, and so, almost, are the feelings 
it inspires. 

There is something peculiarly novel and picturesque in the 
.appearance of Count O' Halloran. 

« " Who is this Count O'Halloran i" said lord Colambre.— Misjs 
White, Lady Killpatrick'a companion, said "he was a great oddity/ *— 
Lady Dashfort, " that he was singular ;" and the clergyman of the parish, 
who was at breakfast, declared, " that he was a man or uncommon knoWr 
ledge, merit, and politeness.'' 

* They arrived at Halloran castle,— a fine old building, part of it in 
ruins, and part repaired with great judgment and taste. When the car- 
riage stopped, a respectable looking man-servant appeared on the steps, at 
the open hall door. 

* Count O'Halloran was out a hunting ; but his servant said, '*. that . 
he would be at home immediately, if lady Dashfort and the genderaan 
would be pleased to walk in/' . * 

' On one side of the lofty and spacious hall stood the skeleton of an elk 5 
on the other side, the perfect skeleton of a moose deer, which, as the £e;- 
vant said, his master had made out, with great care from the different 
bones, of many of this curious species of deer, found in the lakes, in tfcp 
neighbourhood. The brace of bfficers witnessed their wonder with sundry 
strange oaths and exclamations. — "Eh! 'pon honour, — really now! 9 ' 
said Heathcock ; and too genteel to wonder at, or admire any thing in the 
creation, dragged out his watch with some difficulty, saying, " I wonder* 
now, whether they are likely to think of giving us any thing to eat in this 
place ?"— and* turning his back upon the moose deer, he straight walked 
out again upon the steps, called to his groom, and began to make some 
. inquiry about his led: horse. Lord Cplatnbre surveyed the prodigious 
skeleton with rational curiosity, and with that sense of awe and admiration* 
by which a superior mind is always struck on beholding any of the great 
^Wprks of providence. 

" Come, my dear lord !" said lady Dashfort ; " with our sublime sensa- 
tions, we are keeping my old friend, Mr. Alick Brady,* this yeneraye per- 
son, waiting to show us into the reception room." 
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9 The servant bowed respectfully,— -more respectfully than servants of 
modern date. 

" My lady, the reception room has been lately painted ; the smell of 
paint may be disagreeable : with your leave, I will take the liberty of show- 
ing you into my master's study/ 9 

< He opened the door, went in before her, and stood holding up his 
finger, as if making a signal of silence to some one within. Her ladyship 
entered, and found herself in the midst of an odd assembly ; an eagle, a 
goat, a dog, an otter, several gold and silver fish in a glass globe, and a 
white mouse in a white cage. The eagle, quick of eye, but quiet of 
demeanor, was perched upon his stand ; the otter lay under the table per- 
fectly harmless ; the Angola goat, a beautiful and remarkably little crea* 
tare of its kind, with long curling, silky hair, was walking about the room 
with the air of a beauty and a favourite ; the dog, a tall Irish greyhound, 
one of the few of that fine race, which is now almost extinct — had been 
given to Count O'Halloran by an Irish nobleman, a relation of lady Dash- 
fort's. The servant answered for the peaceable behaviour of the company 
of animals, and retired* Lady Dashfort began to feed the eagle from a 
silver plate on his stand ; Lord Colambre examined the inscription on his 
collar. The other men stood in amaze. Heathcock, who came in 
last, astonished out of his constant * Eh ! I re'lly now I" the moment he 
put himself in at the door, exclaimed " Zounds ! what's all this live 
lumber V and he stumbled over the goat, who was at that moment 
crossing the way. The colonel's spur caught in the goat's curly beard ; 
the colonel shook his foot, and entangled the spur worse and worse ; the 
goat struggled and butted ; the colonel skated forward on the polished 
oak floor, balancing himself with out-stretched arms. 

« The indignant eagle screamed, and passing by, perched on Heath- 
cock's shoulders.' * Count O'Halloran entered ; and the bird, flew down 
to greet his master. The count was a fine old, military-looking gentleman, 
fresh from the chace ; his hunting accoutrements hanging carelessly about 
him, he advanced, unembarrassed, to the lady ; and received his 
other guests with a mixture of military ease and gentleman -like 
dignity. • Without adverting to the awkward and ridiculous situation 
in which he had found poor Heathcock, he apologized in general' 
for his troublesome favourites.' 'With becoming attention, he stroaked 
and kept quiet old Victory, his eagle, who eyed colonel Heath- 
cock still 9 as if he did not like him/ ' Conversation now commenced, 
and was carried on by the Count with much ability and spirit, and with 
such quickness of discrimination and delicacy of taste, as quite astonished 
and delighted ouijhero.' To the lady, the Count's attention was first di- 
rected, he listened to her as she spoke, bending with an air of deference and 
devotion. &c. 

Miss Edgeworth's subordinate characters are not mere back- 
gronhd ; but have, ofteruas much expression as the prominent 
figures. An interview between Count (VHellorati, Lord Co- 
lambre, and a Mr. Reynolds, (no matter upon what b isiiuss,) 
displays one of these, with many natural affecting and 
touches. 
' They arrived in Red Lion Square, found the house of Mr. Reynold's, 
Vol. VW. 4 M 
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and, contrary to the Count's prognostics, found the old gentleman up> 
and they saw him in his red night-cap, at his parlour window. Aftef 
some minutes' running backwards and forwards of a boy in the passage, 
and two or three peeps over the blinds by the old gentleman, they were 
admitted. 

€ The boy could not master their names ; so they were obliged recipro; 
tally to announce themselves " Count O'HaHaran, and Lord Colarabre. rr 
The name seemed to make no impression on the old gentleman ; but he 
deliberately looked at the count and his lordship, as if studying <mka$ 9 
rather than who they were. In spite of the red night-cap and a 
flowered dressing gown, Mr. Reynolds looked like a gentleman, an odd 
genderaan, but still a gentleman. 

' As Count O'Halloran came into the room, and as his large dog at- 
tempted to follow, the Count's voice expressed—" Say, shall I let him in r 
or shut the door ? 9 

* " O, let him in, by all means, Sir, if you please ; I am fond of 
dogs ; and a finer one I never saw : pray, gentlemen, be seated," said 
he — a portion of the complacency, inspired by the sight of the dog, 
diffusing itself over his manner towards the master of so fine an animal, and 
even extending itself to the master's companion, though in an inferior 
degree. While Mr. Reynolds stroaked the dog, the Count told him, that 
•* the dog was of a curious breed, now almost exrinct— the Irish grey- 
hound ; of which only one nobleman in Ireland, it ia said, has now a few of" 
the species remaining in his possession — Now, lie down, Hannibal/' said 
the Count, " Mr. Reynolds, we have taken the liberty, though strangers, 
of waiting upon you/' 

4 " I beg your pardon, Sir," interrupted Mr. Reynolds ; «* but did I 
understand you rightly,' that a few of the same species are still to be had 
from one nobleman in Ireland? Pray, what is his name ?" said he, taking 
out his pencil. ■ 

« The count wrote the name for him, but observed, that * he could not 
answer for it, that they were to be had* 9 

* u O ! I have ways and means !" said old Reynolds ; and rapping his 
snuff-box, and talking, as it was his custom, loud to himself — " Lady 
Dashfort knows all those Irish lords; she shall get one forme.— 
aylayl" 

' The count began again on the business of their visit ; and com* 
menced with — 

' " Mr, Reynolds, your name sounds to me like the name of a friend ; 
for I had once a friend of that name ; I had once the pleasure (and a 
very great pleasure it was to me) to be intimately acquainted, abroad, on 
the continent, with a very amiable and gallant youth — your son !" 

4 " Take care, Sir !" said the old man, starting up from his chair, and 
instantly sinking down again. — " Take care ! don't mention him to me-— 
unlessyou would strike me dead on the spot !" 

" The convulsed motions of his fingers and face worked for some mo- 
ments ; whilst the Count and Lord Colambre, much shocked and alarmed, 
stood in silence. 

« The convulsed motions ceased ; and the old man unbuttoned his 
waistcoat, as if to relieve some sense of oppression ; uncovered his grey 
hairs; and, after leaning back to rest himself, with his eyes fixed, ana 
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:om.' — ' He fancied' that he could extricate himself in a moment. 
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fo reverie for a few moments, he sat upright again in his chair' and ex- 
claimed, as he looked round — 

* €t Son ! did not somebody say that word ? Wfco is so cruel to say 
that word before me ? Nobody has ever spoken of him to me but once ? 
since his death ! Do you know, Sir*" said he, fixing his eyes on Count 
O'Halloran, and laying 'his cold hand on him — *' Do you know where he 
was buried ; I ask you, Sir ? do you remember how he died ?" 

While we admire the talent, thus variously displayed, we 
are more permanently indebted to Miss Edgcwortb for her 
wisdom, concentrated, and neatly packed for use, in laconic 
remarks, and pointed conclusions; over which, those who 
read for improvement will pause with solid satisfaction, 
and, if they brush away the chaff, will carefully preserve! 
these precious grains* Of this nature are the following, which 
must conclude our numerous extracts. 

«Iti 
» custom. 3 

and with the slightest effort, and under this persuasion, he neglected to 
make even that slight effort, and thus continued from hour to hour in 
voluntary Hariri vity.'--- * People are much more apt to repent of having 
been guided by the judgement of another, than of having followed their 
own ; and this is most likely to be the caise with the weakest milds. 
Strong minds can decide for themselves, not by the opinions, but by 
the reasons that are laid before them ; weak minds are influenced merely 
by opinions, and never, either before, or after their decision, are firm in 
abiding by the preponderating reasons.' — € To this end, to this miserable 
end, must all patriotism come, which is not supported by the seemingly ' 
inferior virtues of prudence and economy.' — * Kussel was absent,— * the 
keeper of his conscience, the supporter of his resolution, was not at hand. 
Wo to him who is not the keeper of his own conscience, the supporter 
of his own resolution l'— * Those who receive, and those who confer 
favours, are both in difficult situations ; but, the part of the benefactor is 
the moat difficult. 9 —' Strong emotions of the heart are transient in their 
power ; habits of the temper permanent in their influence/— -* Justice is 
sometimes felt as the greatest . possible obligation ; especially by those, 
who have experienced the reverse.'— * Obligations may command gratitude, 
but can never ensure love*' — * Those, who have not traced the causes of 
family quarrels, would not readily guess from what slight circumstances 
they originate ; they arise more frequently from small defects in temper* 
than from material faults in character/ — « Selfish gratifications may render 
us incapable of other happiness, but can never, of themselves, -make us 
happy.' — « We can judge better of people by their conduct towards others, 
than by their manner towards ourselves/ 

Should our estimate of the benefits likely to accrue to,so« 
ciety from Miss Edgewortl/s writings, be inferior, to some that 
have been made, it is obvious that we do not under-rate, 
either the talent or intention which she discovers. Few have 
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entered upon pufclic service more superbly accoutred ; and 
few aim more directly, though' (for reasons at which we have 
already hinted) many more successfully, at moral improve- 
ment. With a single exception, Miss Edgeworth appears to 
be furnished with every important requisite for the task she 
has undertaken — with a sound and cultivated understanding- 
constitutional freedom from the diseases of sentiment — a clear, 
discriminating perception of character, acting : with instinctive 
precision, and stamping, rather than tracing, her animated 

Eortraits — assisted by a quick sense of the ridiculous, res-~ 
ained to temperate exercise. To these, we must add genius ; 
but, whether as a distinct possession, or as the perfection and 
•harmony of all, like pure light produced by combining every 
variety pf colour, we are, happily, not obliged to determine. 
With these natural advantages, Miss Edgeworth unites a com- 
prehensive fund of general knowledge, aud that- acquaintance 
with human nature, in its diversities of character and expres- 
sion, which results from steady, alert, and varied observation. 
The tact of her mind, like a finely attenuated web, catches 
every mote that flies across it ; while her judgement, (we do 
not say spider-like) sits always prepared to select or refuse 
with expertness and decision. 
p But among these splendid qualifications originate some of 
herjaults. From the diversity of incident by means of which 
she illustrates character, passing k in and out through every 
variety of test, results a degree of excess and entanglement. 
Her machines are, in general, wheel within wheel, to the no 
small embarrassment of those who attempt to trace the ope- 
ration ; though certainly every tooth and pin has its use, and 
tends through a series of movements to the great effect. There 
is no difficulty which some contrivers will not surmount, ex- 
cept that of contriving neatly: but we must not work a 
watch by a steam engine>even to gainthe truest time. In the same - 
way, the healthiness, or, if we may use the expression, the 
wholesomness of her tone of sentiment, degenerates into occa- 
sional dryness; and point becomes manner. Particularly in the 
canon characters, the Mr. Russels, and Miss Sidneys, who make 
their appearance, under different names, in many of her tales, 
there is a short, arid, regular style of virtue and wisdom, which 
requires a little easing to. look like nature. They have the 
the misfortune, at times, to be deaf and dumb ; and have too 
much the air of glass-case personages to be mistaken for real 
men and women. This fault has grown up in Miss Edgeworth's 
sandards from their infancy. We observed it, when they were 
children at play, in the ' Parent's Assistant,* and we ob« 



Digitized by 



Google 



Miss Edgeworth's Tales of Fashionable Lift. 999 

serve it hanging about them still. In such characters, indeed, 
as they represent the author's opinions, a degree of sameness 
ma}* be expected ; but, for this reason, greater care should be 
employed to give them an air of nature; or they will be re- 
garded only as the speaking moral ; as invissible oracles, al- 
ternately wise and silent. 

A more serious charge, and one which we are sorry to alledge, 
is that of profanity. We cannot realize the act, in a woman, 
in a lady, certainly not in a Christian, of writing an oath; the 
distinction between which, and speaking it, is far too nice 
for us to discern. With the reader, unfortunately, there is 
no distinction at all. He must either pronounce it unembar- 
rassed, which, would Miss Edgeworth advise?— or make a ^ 
break in her sentence, and destroy its only beauty, the dashing 
effect. Why not-, therefore, abandon a practice, which, to ** 
set against being positively wrong, is only disgustingly natural. 
Nature could be represented without it ; to the best of our re- 
collection, Miss Porter has shewn that it can ; and Miss Edge- 
worth, who ascribes so much to association, should be willing 
to make any sacrifice, rather than familiarize the ear to the 
language of vice. 

But where there is no reference to Christian principle, the 
deficiency will of course betray itself; and it is labour lost to 
destroy the berries of the nightshade, and leave the roou * 
During several years that Miss Edgeworth's writings have been 
before the public, while its admiration has been liberally paid 
to the talents they display, a steady, consistent, and by no 
means solitary complaint, has been made of this radical defect. 
Not the outcry of a few ignorant enthusiasts, it has prevailed in 
the most polite and intelligent circles ; has been urged by pro- 
fessional critics of different [character and connection ; and 
will pass down to posterity, as the subject of pointed remark 
and concern, in one of the most elaborate philosophical works 
of her age ♦. To all this, Miss Edgeworth cannot be, and to 
Us it is obvious from minute indications in the volumes before 
us, that she is not, indifferent. Her opinions may unfortu- 
nately remain the same; she may not even have taken the 
trouble to revise them ; but it is unpleasant, it is almost 
startling, to become the object of such general and serious 
reprehension. A man, an infidel man, might encounter it 
without blushing; but for a woman to stand unembarrassed, 
when thus arraigned, requires more masculine courage, than 
with Miss Edgeworth's good sense, she could wish to avow. 

•See Rces's Encyc, Art Intellectual Education. 

i 



Digitized by 



Google 



1000 Abridged Transactions and ffisioryof thp Royal Sdctety. 

For a woman ,. to whom religion appears a necessary graGe, 
if it were nothing more, whose trials demand it for consolation, 
and whose [characters require the possessiou of that principle 
which it is her office first to instil, and to render, by hor 
* chaste conversation,' winning and lovely,— for a woman, to 
strike the public eye, and incur public censure, as irreligious, 
cannot be otherwise than painful, must be felt as derogating 
from the first character she. has to sustain, — the character of 
sex, to the proprieties of which, talent can offer no indulgence. 
We perceive, accordingly, a somewhat awkward attempt, 
in the present volumes, to conciliate conscientious readers. 
Ope or two instances have been already noticed, and others 
might be adduced, in which the words, * religion,' ' provi- 
dence, 9 aud the like, make such an unexpected appearance 
as we can satisfactorily account for, upon no other principle. 
But they have too much the air of interpolation and design 
to produce the desired effect. Some half-dozen qualifying 
phrases were to be thrown in, but the ingredients are re- 
fractory, and will not coalesce. A chance, or a studied wordy 
is no substitute for prevailing principle; and Miss Edgewortb 
has conceded just enough to be awkward, and too little tq 
satisfy those to whom the concession is made. This, after the 
first surprise, is the only light in which we can view it ; 
although, we should much rather believe of herself, what she 
$ays of Miss Nugent, that, she ' was quite abov$ all double 
dealing ; had no mental reservation, no metaphysical subtleties, 
but with plain, unsophisticated morality, in gooc). faith, and 
simple truth, acted as she professed, thought what she said, 
fcnd was that which she seemed to be.* 

■■ i p» »*— ■« — ■ ' ' ' ■' ' '-> ' ■ ■■ ■ i . ■ '■ i ' 

Art. II. The Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society* of London t 

abridged, from their Commepceraent, in 1665, to the- Year 1800. 

With Notes and Biographical Illustrations. By Charles Hutton, LL.D. 

F.R.S. George Shaw, M-D.F.R.S. F.L.S. Richard Pearson, M.D, 

F.S.A. 18 Vols. 4to. with many Plates. JPrice 381. 6s. 6d. bds. 

Baldwin. 1803-: — 1809. 

Art. HI. History of the Royal Society, from its Institution to the end of 
the eighteenth century. By Thomas Thomson, M.D. JVR.S. £.. & R, 
Member of the Geological Society, of the Wernenan {Society, and of 
the Imperial Chirurgo-medical Academy of Petersburgh! 4tol pp.'vi. 

- 552. xci. Price 2f. 2s. bds. Baldwin. 1812. ' ' 

l^U^ pl ace these two titles at the head of one and the same 
. general account, because the books /are inter) ded to 

constitute together one complete work. In the Abridgement, 
the mathematical department, (including astronomy, geometry, 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



Abridged Transactions and History cf the Royal Society. 1001 

optics, mechanics, &c.) and the general editorship, were under- 
taken by Dr. Huttou; the department of Natural History, in- 
cluding Zoology, Botany, apa Mineralogy, was allotted to Dr. 
Shaw ; and th^t of Medicine, including Anatomy, Chemistry, 
Physiology, Surgery, &c. to Dr. Pearson. These gentlemen 
have so arranged their plaiij, that the subjects and papers are pre- 
sented in the same order in which they originally appeared. 
The more important of the dissertations are reprinted in 
,the style and language of the respective authors, with the 
.sole difference of the adoption of the modern instead of the 
ancient orthography. The less important and valuable papers 
are, of course, considerably abridged : and when papers 
occur which have been afterwards re-published, in the works 
of the authors of such papers, their titles only are given with 
a reference to the work where the individual article may 
be found, either in its original or an improved state. The 
general principle is, that every article shall be noticed; and in 
this, the present abridgement differs from all that have been 
previously attemped. The title of every paper is given at the . 
head of the Abridgement, as well as the number, volume, 
and page, at which it is to be found in the original Transactions : 
while the running titles at the tops of the pages, show at once 
the date in which the articles were first published, and the 
volumes in which they arexontained. Such papers as appeared 
in the Transactions, in foreign languages, are here translated ; 

atomical or medical 

emed a propriety in 
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examination has extended, (and we believe few persons 
examined the parts of the work with more minuteness, as they 
successively appeared) we find the papers very judiciously 
' abridged ; their present exhibiting such relation to their original 
magnitude, as the nature -of the several subjects, and the 
measure of acquaintance with them at the two distinct periods, 
reouired. Some of the illustrative notes are peculiarly valuable; 
and the biographical sketches, while several of them are very 
interesting, > uniformly exhibit (a point which constitutes no 
small part of their worth) remarkable correctness in respect of 
dates. Those who wish to ascertain how much of that rapid 
advance in the physical and mathematical sciences which dis- 
tinguishes the seventeenth century, is due to British philoso- 
phers, will read the earlier volumes of this abridgement with 
great interest and pleasure; and, if well acquainted with the 
present state of human knowledge, will discover on ex- 
amining these volumes throughout, that much more of the 
existing stock of information than is usually imagined, has been • 
furnished by Englishmen. This is a noble ground of distinc- 
tion, of which we, as Englishmen, have no inclination to lose 
sight ;— although it is a ground from which foreigners, 
and especially the French, have always been anxious to dis- 
place us. Whoever will be at the trouble of comparing the 
volumes of the English Transactions, with those of the memoirs 
of the Paris Academy of Sciences, bearing the same d^tes, 
will often find papers on the same subjects, with nearly the 
same results ; the comparison tending, of course, to suggest 
the idea that the respective enquiries were conducted, and 
the results obtained, independently of each other. Instead 
however of being assured that this was the case, we have much 
reason to believe that in numerous instances the fact was far 
otherwise. For, while the Transactions of the London Society 
have usually, been published in the course of the current 
year, or immediately after, the Memoirs of the Paris Aca- 
demy have as usually been published four or five years after 
•their respective dates ; so tnat the French have always been 
enabled to see the Transactions of the English philosophers, 
and thus to avail themselves of our discoveries, long before 
their Memoirs, apparently for the same respective years, have 
been prepared for the press. By this incidental remark we 
are far from desiring to undervalue French intellect or French 
science. We simply wish them to be duly, and impartially 
appreciated. But we also wish that the talents and genius 
of Englishmen should be so appreciated ; and we, therefore, 
recommend most cordi&lly and warmly, this entire and con- 
sentaneous abridgement of the Transactions of our Royal 
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Society. It is a most valuable repository of literary and 
scientific knowledge; and as free from incidental and essential 
error, as can reasonably be expected of any human production 
of similar extent. We most earnestly wish the sale may be 
such, as to remunerate the spirited proprietors for the pains 
and expence they must have incurred in laying it before the 
public. 

Comprehensive and valuable, however* as this voluminous 
•work undoubtedly is, it was conducted throughout with a view to 
a supplementary volume, to render it complete. The proprie- 
tors, in the course of publication, announced that, in a detached 
volume would be given * An historical sketch of the origin, 
progress, and present state of this distinguished institution; 
together with biographical memoirs of some of its most 
illustrious members— embellished with a well engraven head 
of each. 9 And to this detached volume we shall now direct a 
little of our attention. , 

We would first observe that Dr. Thomson's object in the 
composition of this appendix, appears widely remote from that 
of the proprietors of the abridgement. Of this our readers will 
judge from the following syllabus of contents. The volume 
commences with an introduction of sixteen pages : and this 
alone contains what can be properly denominated the History 
of the Royal Society; the remainder of being devoted to an 
abridgement, and a very succinct one it must necessarily be r of 
the papers published in the several volumes of the Transactions, 
up to the end of the last century ; so that, as it would seem, this 
furnishes rather an abridgement of the abridgement to which it 
is professedly supplementary, than a history of the society. It is 
divided- into five books. Of these the first relates to Natural 
History, and is subdivided into chapters, on Botany, Zoology, 
and Mineralogy, and Geography and Topography. The second 
book is devoted to Mathematics. The third relates to Mathema- 
tical Philosophy, comprising nine chapters, on Astronomy, 
Optics, Dynamics, Mechanics, Hydradynamics, Acoustics, Na- 
vigation, Electricity, and Magnetism. In the strange arrange- 
ments of this book, such readers as inquire for the subject, of 
Pneumatics, will need to be told that it is made a branch of 
Hydrodynamics : while they who ask why Navigation is made a 
branch of Mechanical Philosophy, may be informed that under 
,this head our scientific doctor treats the subject of tides,— 
which he at the same time acknowledges belongs to astronomy! 
But to proceed with our analysis : the fourth book relates to 
Chemistry, which is noticed under the subdivisions of Che- 
mistry proper, Meteorology, and Chemical arts and manufaq 
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tures. The fifth book consists of" miscellaneous, articles*" viz. 
1. weights and xpeasures. 2. political arithmetic. 3. anti- 
quities. 4*. " miscellaneous articles :" that is, if we rightly 
understand the flatter, the 4th chapter of this fifth book is 
per se deyoted to that which forms the title of the book itself. 
To this succeeds an Appendix, containing 1st* the Charter of 
the Royal Society. %. a Patent, granting Chelsea to the 
Royal Society, 3. minutes of the Royal Society, respecting 
^ewton. 4. list of the Fellows of the Royal Society. 5* 
list of the patrols; and alphabetical list of the. fellows of the 
{loyal Society, t 

Thjis> it will at onjce be seen, is a material deviation from 
the plan originally marked out, and the execution of which the 
public had a right to expect. Let us attend to Dr. Thomson's 
yvay of accounting for such deviation. 

* The plan (say* he) being laid before the author some year* ago, he 
readily agreed to undertake the execution of it, conceiving that such a 
work would be of considerable utility ; but in attempting to collect the 
materials, several difficulties occurred rather of a, formidable nature. The 
.first, and not the least fetiguing part of the task, was to peruse the whole 
of the, Philosophical Transactions, and to arrange all the papers under 
distinct heads, according to the sciences to which . they , respectively 
belonged. This took up a much longer portion of time than the author 
expected, or, indeed, would choose to specify. On proceeding to drayr 
up an account of the papers belonging to each of the sciences, .in the order 
that appeared most convenient, it was immediately perceived that the 
essays, for the most part, were of so insulated a nature, that it would be 
impossible to give any interest or connection to the work, if the subjects 
were strictly' confined, as was originally intended, merely to the details to 
be found in the Transactions. To remedy this- defect as much as possible, 
and to give the reader a greater interest in the sciences as he proceeded* it 
was thought necessary to begin the history of eyeiy science as nearly as 
possible at its origin, and jto giye a fcapip: sketch of its progress till the 
period of the establishment of the Royal Society. This, *t was thought, 
would put it in the power of every one to judge with mpye accuracy how 
far the labours of the Royal Society, had contributed to the increase of 
knowledge, and the advancement ot the sciences* 

* On attempting to give an analysis of the papers in the Transactions* 
it was perceived that there were some classes Of them which could not 
with propriety be abridged, on account of the nature of the subjects of 
which they treated. Tnis in particular was the case with *h£ papers ofc 
Botany. In some branches of science the author was overwhelmed by 
such a multitude of valuable papers, quite unconnected wkh each other, 
that it was impossible) withdut swelling the work much beyond the 
length that would have been tolerated, to notice them all. .This is the 
case particularly in the sciences of medicine, mathematics, and che- 
mistry. The only resource left in these sciences was to select those 
topics which appeared of the most importance j and the author is not 
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without hopes .that the selection, which he has made, will meet with 
f he approbation of the reader., 

< In several branches of science! where the papers in the Transactions 
are either very few, or of comparatively trifling value, it was thought 
requisite to introduce the subject with a short outline of the .principles 
of the science. This method was resorted to, because it was found im- 
^possible* in any other way, to give such a connection to the parts as 
would render the subject treated of in a sufficient degree interesting to 
the reader. Indeed the driginal plan was to have £tven a pretty fall 
outline of each of the sciences which occupy a place in the Philosophical 
Transactions ; such, for example, as the section in the first Book which 
greats of the physiology of plants. But on putting the work to the press, 
it was soon found that these outlines would increase the size much more 
than their utility would warrant. On that account several of the longest 
of them, such as mathematics and chemistry, were omitted." Pref.pp. v. vi. 

It appears, then, frdm our author's own account of bis 
work, that it is very incomplete: and in truth it is of such 
a nature that we scarcely know how to characterize it. 

Is it ; as its title indicates, a History of the Royal Society ? 
Far from it. All that can fairly be considered as con- 
stituting the history of the Society, is, as we have already 
remarked comprised in 16 pages; and this, from its trifling 
magnitude, is necessarily meagre and defective. Those 
who are anxious to know what really takes place at the 
meetings of the society, will search here in vain. If they 
wish to ascertain how members or officers are elected ; what 
process is adopted to determine which of the papers pre- 
sented to the society shall be published ; whether there are 
proper precautions to prevent undue influence in the re- 
jejection . of members or of papers 5 whether the papers 
really published, for-nj a large or a small proportion or those 
which are actually read ; whether there ever have been (as 
tas be^en rumoured) at the sittings of the society, or of the 
, society's council, earnest and long discussions upon the 
propriety of rejecting a candidate " because he was a 
schoolmaster," or upon the momentous question whether 
it would not be indecorous to admit ** a prince of the 
Wood" as a member, by the usual ceremony of the Presi- 
dent's taking him by the hand, unless " the said President 
had .on a pair, of gloves specially provided for the purpose;" — 
If such, or any thing like it," be the information required, 
the reader will rise from this volume much disappointed. 
In reply to this, we are aware it may be all edged 
that the Society is to be considered as a literary 
and scientific body ; . and that, as such, its true history is 
the history, or abridged account, of its publications. Thus* 
indeed, Dr. Thomson affirms, that the only account of a 
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literary society which can be at all valuable or interesting, 
is a detail of the efforts which they have made to increase 
the stock of knowledge, and to promote the various branches 
of science to which they have directed their attention. ' The 
remit of those efforts is contained in the Transactions of the 
Society? But this, however, positively asserted, carjnot be 
correct. Dr. T. himself furnishes sufficient evidence that it 
cannot: for he tells us, that at one time there was such a 
. deficiency of materials, that the publication of the Transac- 
tions ceased, and that Dr. Edmund H alley, < offered, on 
condition that the publication should be renewed, to furni§h 
one-fourth of the whole out of his own private stock ;' and 
that at another time, there was an interval of three years 
without any publication f obviously owing to a deficiency 
of materials ;' though no one can imagine that the Society 
' employed all that time in doing nothing. We know farther, 
that there have been several papers published in the 
Transactions which were not contributed by members of the 
Society ; and that the Society assure the public annually they 
will not c pretend to answer for the certainty of the facts, 
or propriety of the reasonings, contained in the several 
papers published, which must still rest on the credit or 
judgement of the respective authors.' On the other 
hand, wc learn from Birch's History of the Society (a work 
which in many respects Dr. Thomson would have done 
well to take for his model,) that various experiments and 
researches of extreme importance have been exhibited to 
the Society, of which not the least vestige is to be found 
in their transactions ; while the recent exclusion of some 
curious dissertations by Professors Vince and Lax (al- 
though they had been read before the Society) tends still 
farther to prove, that the published transactions furnish 
by no means a fair picture of the real transactions of the 
Royal Society. Hence it is indubitable that Dr. Thomson's 
volume cannot be regarded as a history of thai society. 

Is it, then, a history of science generally ? Here again 
we must say, Certainly not, although it in some measure 
professes to be such. In many of the departments of science, 
there have been numerous inventions and discoveries, even 
in the course of the last century, to which we have not 
been able to find the remotest allusion in Dr. Thomson's 
work. To specify only two: we find uo mention of the 
new and cunous French system of weights and measures ; 
nor any reference to Lagrange's most interesting result in 
physical astt&noroy, respecting the means by which the per- 
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turbations of the heavenly bodies so correct each other, as 
to ensure the permanency of the whole system within as- 
signable limits. But these, it may be said, are among the 
improvements and discoveries of Foreign philosophers. We 
may, therefore, ask, once more, with respect to Dr. Thomson's 
work, 

Is it a history of English science. Still, however, the 
reply must be in the negative ; at least if such a work is 
meant to exhibit exclusively, a fair, complete* and perspi- 
cuous view of Fnglish science, and of that alone. We 
have, for example, accounts (brief enough, it is true) of 
Leibnitz's Differential Calculus, Euler*s Calculus of Partial 
Differences, and of Lagrange's Calculus of Variations, 
which are not British inventions ; but none of Kirkby's 
doctrine of Ultimators, Landen's Residual Analysis, and 
Glenie's Antecedential Calculus, which are. Nay, if we 
were to set down the various important discoveries, &c. 
of British philosophers, of which there is not any the least 
notice in the volume before us, the bare enumeration would 
occupy pages. 

Once more, then, let it be asked, Is the work an historical, 
or chronological abridgement, of the published volumes of. 
Transactions of the Royal Society ? Undoubtedly, the volume 
answers better to this character than to any other: but even 
thus considered it is lamentably defective ; not to) mention that 
it is a most singular whimsy to abridge an abridgement, and 
then recommend it to the public, as an useful, if not, indeed, 
an essential companion to it. 

In preparing an abridgement, whether upon a large of 
upon a contracted scale, of a work relating to such an ex- 
treme diversity of topics as the Philosophical Transactiops, it 
would be unreasonable to expect that the degree of knowledge 
and information requisite to assign to each disquisition in 
every department its due proportion in the general under- 
taking, can centre in one man. If Dr. Thomson, therefore, 
have failed, he is rather to be blamed for attempting what 
no one could perform adequately, that is, for not duly esti- 
mating human powers, than because he is often unsuccess- 
ful in endeavouring to describe or to appreciate what he 
does not comprehend. When handling those subjects with 
which he may be supposed best acquainted, as the different 
departments of natural history (with the exception, we think, 
of botany) and chemistry, the composition of the work is 
respectable, the information, in the main, correct and in- 
teresting, and ' the relative estimate of discoveries, &c. 
pretty fairly adjusted. But in other branches of knowledge, 
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tf here the Doctor appears to be u almost a stranger, 1 * as in 
a Mathematics," and " Mechanical Philosophy," the in* 
formation actually presented is too often slight and obscure* 
while the omissions of important results are most vexatiously 
frequent. We shall specify only a few instance*. 

1. In the Philosophical Transactions for .1168, there is 
an ingenious paper on the theory of circulating decimals, 
by Mr. John Robertson. This is omitted because, says Dn 
Thomson, * the subsequent publications of Dr. Hutton have 
deprived this paper of all its interest/ Now it happens 
that amidst the great variety of subjects treated by Dr. H. in 
his excellent publications, he* has not a single word on that 
of circulating decimals, except the little, amounting to 
scarcely any thing more than definitions, in his Mathema- 
tical Dictionary. 

2. The late Dr. Waring, was, as is universally acknow* 
ledged, one of the greatest mathematicians England could 
ever boast. According to his own account, in his 
<c Essay on the Principles of Human Knowledge," (and 
he was far too modest a man to deal in exaggeration) he 
discovered ' between three and four hundred new proposi- 
tions of one kind or other; considerably more than have been 
given by any English writer; and in novelty and difficulty 
not inferior;' Several of these are to be found indifferent 
volumes of the Philosophical Transactions; but our author 
attempts no detail of their contents, nor even enumerated . 
all their titles. The reason he adduces is this: ' Waring 
was one of the^profoundest mathematicians of the 1 8th cen- ' 
tury ; but the inelegance and obscurity of his writings pre- 
vented him from obtaining that reputation to which he was 
entitled. Except Emerson, there is scarcely any writer 
whose works are so revolting as those of Waring V If oi- 
scurity and abstruseness be synonymous, and if tnose works 
on mathematics could be revolting which Euler delighted 
to study, and which D'Alembert and Lagrange cha- 
racterise as c full of excellent and interesting discoveries,' 
then may Dr. Thomson be excused for so speaking of such 
ah author. 

3. Among the contributions to the Royal Society by Mr, 
Geo. Atwood, are two on the equilibrium of floating bodies, 
and ori the stability of ships. These Dr. Thomson cha- 
racterises as " excellent papers;'* but we conceive the sub- 
jects to which they relate are much too important, and Mr. 
Atwood's mode of treating them far too admirable and per- 
spicuous, to allow us to think Dr, T. justifiable iu thus passing 
them over. 
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4. The subject of Porisms is only once introduced, *s far 
as we recollect, in the whole series of the Philosophical 
Transactions; and that is in a very ingenious paper by 
Mr. Brougham, in the volume for 1798. This valuable 
article Dr. Thomson has not even named; an omission 
which we cannot but consider as very extraordinary, when it 
is recollected that notwithstanding the attention which has 
been paid to the subject by Fermat, David Gregory, Halley, 
R. Simson, Playfair, and others, among the moderns, it is 
still a matter of doubt what was the exact kind of proposi- 
tion the ancients designated by this name;* and it is, 
therefore, the more desirable that light should be drawn 
from every quarter. 

This catalogue might be almost indefinitely extended ; as 
might also a kindred one of inadvertencies, — such, as when he 
calls the same person Mr. and Dr. Mudge in two successive 
pages,-— or when be calls fluxions, Auctions^ — or when he names 
Maupertuts, Moupertuis,— or when he affirms that ' we have 
no history of mathematics in the English language' — or when 
he ascribes the fundamental principles of hydrostatics to 
Mr. Boyle in one page, and to Archimedes in the next. 
But the enumeration of such oversights would be an ungra- 
cious task : and it is but an act of simple justice to acknowledge 
that this volume, with all its errors, will be found to contain 
much that is both amusing and instructive. We have sakt 
enough to show that the work is very far from perfect; but it is 
in great measure constituted of selections from the Philosophi- 
cal Transactions, and therefore cannot but be in many 
respects extremely useful. 

The lists which Dr. T. has given of the successive Presidents, 
Secretaries, &c. of the Royal Society, are preceded by ah ob- 
servation which we cannot pass unnoticed. Whoever will 
examine the Transactions with care, will easily satisfy 
himself that by far the most valuable volumes of that work 
are the 32 which have been published during the President- 
ship of Sir Joseph Banks ; and fortunately for the progress 
of science, he has enjoyed that situation for a much longer 
period than any of his predecessors.' Now, we are well aware that 
Sir Joseph Banks is a very ingenious naturalist, and a very hos- 
pitable baronet, and farther, we believe he has no great aversion 

' ' * Though I admire the ingenuity, And fully admit the soundness of 
Professor Play fair's definition, and also the utility of the principle on 
which it is founded, in the discovery of Porisms ; I must acknowledge 
my doubt of that particular notion of a Porisra having ever been adopted 
or even proposed, among the ancient geometrician*.' Dr. Trail, in hit . 
Life o/R. Simon, just published. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1010 Abridged Transactions and History 6f the Royal Society. 

to any department of science except that which includes ( Car* 
dan's Rules,' and other equally ' obscure and revolting 9 particu- 
lars. We are also anxious to assign their clue share of praise to 
the brilliant discoveries of Dr. Herschel, Sir Humphry Davjr, 
and a few other philosophers of the present day. Yet whether it 
be that we poor reviewers have not so frequently partaken of 
the abundant repasts in Soho-Square, as some of our con- 
temporaries, or to whatsoever cause it may be attributable, 
we certainly do not think the Philosophical Transactions of 
the last 32 years, any way comparable in point of richness 
and value to those which were published between the years 
1695 and 1727; when the volumes teemed with communi- 
cations from Wall is, David Gregory, Cassini, Deroaiore, 
Homberg, Woodward, Bernoulli, Pitcairn, Boerhaave, Che- 
selden, Arbuthnot, Ditton, Keill, Garth, Mead, Locbe,i 
Brook Taylor, Desaguliers, Cotes, Huxham, Jurin, Maclau- 
rin, Halley, Newton, Pemberton, R. Sanson* Stirling, 
Stukely, Whiston, Bradley, Hales* &c. — as bright a constel- 
lation of genius, as ever illuminated the sciences of any' 
country or any period. 

The biographical sketches in Dr. Thomson's work, are by . 
no . means such as the advertisements with which it was 
ushered into the world gave us reason to expect. One of 
the best is the account of Newton, taken .avowedly from 
' Tumor's collections for the Town and Soke of Grantham. 9 
But even this occupies only eight pages,— a narrow space to 
be assigned, in such a work, to the greatest philosopher that 
ever lived. It contains, however, a few amusing particulars; 
apd among others, the following piece of poetry, written, 
by Newton, when a boy at school, under the portrait of 
Charles I. 

' A secret art fay soul requires to try, 
If prayers can give roe what the wars deny. 
Three crowns distinguished here in order do 
Present their objects to my knowing view : 
Earth's crown thus at my feet I can disdain, 
Which heavy is, and, at the best, but vain. 
But now a crown of thorns t gladly greet : 
Sharp is this crown, but not so sharp as sweet. 
The crown of glory that 1 yonder, see, 
Is full of bliss, and of eternity. 9 

T*o this we shall take the liberty of subjoining a quotation 
relating to the moral character of Newton- 

' Notwithstanding the extraordinary honours that were paid him, lie 
had so humble an opinion of himself, that he had no relish for the ap- 
plause which he received. He was so little vain and desirous of glory 
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from any of his works, that he Would have let others run amy with the 
"glory or those inventions which .have done so much honour to human 
nature, if his friends and countrymen had not been more jealous than he 
was of his own glory, and the honour of his country. He was exceed- 
ingly courteous and affable, even to the lowest, and never despised any 
man for want of capacity? but always expressed freely his resentment 
against any immorality or impiety. He not Only showed a great and 
•constant regard to religion in general,' as well by an exemplary life as in 
all his writings; but was also a firm believer of revealed religion ; as ap- 
pears, by the many paper* which he left behind him on the subject. But 
his nation of the Christian Religion was not founded on a narrow bot- 
tom, nor his charity and morality so scanty, as to show a coldness to 
those who thought otherwise than he did in matters indifferent ; much 
less to admit of persecution, of which he always expressed the strong*- . 
est abhorrence and detestation. He had such a mildness of temper that 
a melancholy story would often draw tears from him, and be was ex- 
ceedingly diocked at any act of cruelty to man or beast; mercy to both 
being the topic that he loved to dwell upon. An innate modesty and 
simplicity showed itself in all his actions and expressions. His whole ^ 
life was one continued series of labour, patience, charity, generosity, 
temperance, piety, goodness, and all other virtues, without a mixture of, 
-any known vice whatsoever/ 

This is such a character as a Christian philosopher should 
have. Let the reader contrast it with the lives of such 
men as Vokaire, d'Alembert, Diderot, Condorcet r and many 
other philosophers on the continent; and if he feel some- 
thing like " honest pride" at being the countryman of New- 
ion we can readily forgive him. Br. Thomson adds in a 
.note, * Newton' s religious opinions were not orthodox ; for ex*- 
ample, he> did not believe in the Trinity? We ask, where is 
Jthe evidence of this-? It is a -well-known fact that he was. 
«o angry with Whi&toa for having said he was an Arian, that 
Whiston was not sure he had thoroughly forgiven him for 
years after. Is it probable, is it possible, that afr Antitrini- 
tarian, of the mildest and most placable disposition should 
be long and seriously angry with another far-calling him an 
Arian ? Newton was not hfccly to embrace any opinion, but 
upon the maturest deliberation ; but when once hts opinion 
.was formed, although he was far too modest to be often ad- 
verting to it, yet he was infinitely too upright to verrt his 
anger upon the person who reipieseflted him as holding that, 
or. any kindred sentiments. But we need say no more res- 
pecting this often repeated charge. As yet, it has been addu- 
ced completely unsubstantiated by evidence $ aud so long 
as that is the case wc bold ourselves justified ih disregarding 
it altogether. 

Here we must terminate our account of Dr. Thomson's his- 
tory. As we proceeded we have, we confess, been fre^ in our 

Vol. VIII. 4N 
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censutes; but not more so than the occasion seemed inrp£* ; 
riously to demand. If the instances we have alledged (and the 
multitude of similar ones we forbore to expose) of misinforma- 
tion and inaccuracy, had been only secondary oversights, such 
as are incident to all writers in undertakings of great extent, 
we should have thought it uncandid to disparage a work in 
which they happened to occur. But tbey are of such a nature 
as indicate either extreme carelessness, or entire incompetency 
to execute accurately and faithfully the labour undertaken.. In 
the present book- making age this is the besetting sin of authors* 
We are sorry to find a man of Dr. Thomson's reputation- 
seduced by it. It would have been easy for bim to have obtained 
adequate assistance in those departments of science to which 
he had paid but slight attention : and in that case we should 
most probably have found it our duty to recommend warmly,' 
a work which we now hesitate in recommending at all. 

Art. IV. Memoir es de Frediriqve Sophie Wilhelmina de Prusse, Margrave 
de Bartithy Saur de Frederic le Grand; Ecrits de sa main. Deux tomes, 
pp. 757. Price One Guinea. Colburn, 1812. 

\^E are seldom displeased with an addition made to the 
stock of works of this class. They afford almost the only 
inlet through which vulgar eyes are enabled to penetrate into, 
the mysteries and manners of courts;— and by disclosing, in 
their genuine colours, the characters of princes, ministers, and 
favourites, and the trifling impulses in which the far greater 
part of their counsels originate, they enable the historian, 
instead of the vague conjectures in which he is otherwise 
tempted to indulge, to trace to their true and proper sources 
the most important political transactions. It has been by the 
help of such disclosures that we have become possessed of 
so accurate a detail of the reign of Louis XIV. ; and however 
some persons may lament this rude intrusion upon the pri- 
vacy of royalty, we are inclined to think that the St. Simons 
and Montpensiers have upon the whole rendered good service 
to their country and mankind — though at* the same time we 
are well aware that it is not every mind which can rise un- 
contaminated from the participation of their secrets. 

The very interesting work before us, narrates with the 
utmost apparent candour and simplicity, and in considerable 
minuteness of detail, the domestic history of the Princess 
Sophia, sister of the Great Frederic, during a period of 
thirty-six years. She was the. daughter of William I. King 
of Prussia; and it may bespeak the interest of the English 
•reader the more strongly in her favour, when it is recollected, 
that on her mother's side, she was grandaughter of George I., 
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fend but for the weakness bf some, and the sinister interests 
of others, would hive becbme, there seems little reason to 
doubt, the wife of his grandson. 

As genuineness is not one of the least considerations in a 
work of this description, it may be proper that the reader should,, 
at the outset, be apprised df the manner in which tbe Editor, 
who does not think fit to disclose his name, states himself to 
have become possessed of the present memoirs. In a short 
Preface he says that 

* Various persons have read in manuscript the Memoirs that are now 
offered to the public : they are in the hand-writing of the Princess ; the 
Margravine bequeathed them to the Privy Counsellor Hipperville, her. 
first Physician, who had invariably refused to give them publicity. Upon 
bis death, a highly respectable friend of tbe present Editor obtained 
possession of them, and did not interpose any obstacle in the way of their 
publication.' 

This is certainly not very satisfactory ; but their internal 
evidence of authenticity would abundantly atone, we think, for 
ap account even more suspicious than this. 

The Princess was born the 3d of July, 1709. Her miseries, 
(of which we shall presently see she was destined to encounter 
a more than ordinary share) began with her existence. At 
the recommendation of Lady Darlington (here called Arling- 
- ton) she was At first confided to the care i of the daughter of 
an Italian monk, 9 (Vol. i. p. 5.) called La Letti, whom she 
describes as possessing 

^ c The characteristic mind and heart of an Italian— that is to say, very 
vivacious, very flexible, and thoroughly depraved. She was selfish, proud, 
and passionate. Her manners corresponded with her origin. Her 
gallantry attracted numerous lovers, whom she was unwilling to disap- 

Soint. Her manners were Dutch ; that is, very coarse ; but all these 
efects she contrived to conceal under so fascinating an exterior, that she 
charmed all who beheld her.' 

Such was the person to whom the education of the 
Princess was immediately confided ; and the poison she* was 
thus exposed to, was not likely to find a very efficacious anti- 
dote in the persons by whom she was constantly surrounded. 
Her father was: avaricious, brutal, subject to fits of the mGst 
ungovernable passion, and a mere soldier ; whose sole amuse* 
ment, when not occupied in drinkiug or smoking, or abusing 
his family, consisted in disciplining his regiment of giants, 
and forming schemes for kidnapping accessions to it. While 
^of her mother (who was still living when these Memoirs were 
written) she says, that though not destitute of some amiable . 
qualities, ' her ambition is excessive, she is jealous to extrava- 
gance, of a suspicious and vindictive disposition, and never 
pardoning those who have offended her.* 

4 N 2 
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The condition of the Princess was such, however, as would 
scarcely be imagined, even under the tutelage of such pa- 
rents. Blows, famine, and bitter reproaches, constituted the 
principal ingredients in the life of this singularly unfortunate 
creature. « La Letti,* (she Says, vol. I, p. 67) * used to give 
me such' violent blows with her fist upon the nose, that I 
sometimes bled like an ox.* So completely, however, had 
this fiend subjugated her mistress, that no complaints of the 
ill treatment she received ever passed her lips ; and it was 
wot trll La Letti had herself expressed a desire to be removed 
from her situation, that the Queen was informed of the 
sufferings of her daughter. — * The poor child, 9 (said Madame, 
de Roukole lo the Queen) i suffers perpetual martyrdom ; and 
I. dread that some day she may be brought to you with her 
limbs fractured: for she is beaten like mortar, and is in 
danger every day of being maimed.' 

She was at length rescued from the hands of this merciless 
persecutor, of whom, so far from resenting her cruelties, she 
speaks with remarkable forbearance. But though she was 
afterwards less beaten, she was not better fed. The work is 
interspersed with a multitude of passages lamenting the 
scanty and sorry fare afforded by her father's table. 'My 
brother,' (afterwards Frederic the Great) « and I,' (she says) 
* were reduced to skeletons from mere inanition.' (Vol. I. 
p. 158.) In another passage she says, - 

« The King left my brother and myself to perish with hunger. The 
King himself performed' the office of carver: he helped every body but 
my brother and me ; and when by accident any thing happened to remain 
in any of the dishes, he used to spit upon it, in order to. deter us from 
touching it. We lived upon coffee and milk, and dried cherries, which 
entirely destroyed my stomach/ VoL I. p. 171. 

There is another passage very characteristic of the usual 
habits of this illustrious Prince towards his royal consort antf 
progeny, and which, though somewhat long, is well worth 
notice. The King asked one of his children in what way she 
would regulate her establishment when married: 

* She replied that she would keep a good table, well furnished with 
delicacies, and which shall be (added she) better than yours ; and if 
1 have children, I will not ill use them as you do, nor force them to eat 
what disgusts them.— What do you mean by that? said the King; what 
is there wanting at my table? — There wants (said she) the means of 
satisfying one's hunger; and the little there is, consists of nothing but 
coarse garden stuff, that it is impossible to touch. The King had been 
already enraged by her first answer : the last threw him into a complete 
fury : but ail his anger was vented upon my brother and me. He began 
by throwing a plate at my brother's head, who avoided the blow. He 
next threw another at mine, which I avoided in the same manner. A volley 
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of invectives followed this commencement of hostilities : he railed at the 
Queen, reproaching her with the wretched education she had given her 
children ; and then addressing himself to my brother, " You ought, (said 
he) to curse your mother," &c. Vol. I. p. 160. 

The only intelligible cause of this matchless brutality 
towards the Princess, appears to have arisen, not from any 
misconduct on her part, for she seems invariably to have 
endeavoured to conduct herself with the most exemplary 
submissiveness and (Juty towards both ber parents, but from 
the difficulties that fell in the way of providing a suitable 
match for her. The Princess's inclinations were of course 
not thought worth consulting : but unluckily for her peace, 
her royal parents, with whom the choice rested, could not 
agree in the selection, or at least in the degree of persever- 
ance .with which it was to be pursued. The Queen, who 
it will be recollected was the sister of George I. * exerted 
the whole force of her influence to bring about a double 
uniQn, between the Princess and Frederic, and two of the 
children of the Hanover branch of her family. In this 
wish all of the parties whose interests are upon such oc- 
casions thought worth regarding, appeared to concur. As 
a preliminary, however, to the accomplishment of this pro* 
ject, the King of England required tbat William should 
remove from his councils Grumkow, his prime minister, 
a condition which it therefore became of the last importance 
to keep from the ears of the minister. The Queen, however, 
though aware, and warned, of the importance -of secresy, 
with a weakness that is much more easily paralleled than 
accounted for, communicated the fatal article to a per- 
fidious female favorite, who without delay conveyed the 
intelligence to the minister* Grumkow, it will readily be 
conceived, lost no time in prejudicing the mind of the king 
against the proposed union, and in this he so well succeeded 
that the scheme was laid a.side. By the pressing instances 
and intrigues of the Queen, the negotiation was at several 
intervals renewed, but unsuccessfully: and the King be- 
coming impatient, insisted tbat the Princess should marry 
either of two persons— the Margrave of Schwed, whom she 
held in utter aversion, or the Duke of Weissenfeld, who 
was a beggar and a drunkard. After being induced, by 
the menaces of the Queen, for some time, at the risk of 
her life, to keep these lovers at bay, another candidate for 
her hand was thrust forward — the hereditary Prince of Ba- 
reitb to whom she was afterwards married, and who, by great 
good fortune made her, upon the whole, a very excellent 
husband. Like* most other German hereditary Princes, 
indeed, he was penny less. But so delighted was William 
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with the successful issue of the negociation (though hcf 
immediately afterwards found reason, to regret it*) that he 
promised* his daughter she should meet ample remuneration 
for all her sufferings in the splendid revenue he designed 
to provide for her ; an effort of liberality which prospered 
so well, that she found herself in possession, after her im- 
mediate expences had been defrayed, of a sum of eleven 
hundred crowns. It was not long, however, before his con- 
science misgave him ; and after due deliberation and re- 
pentance of his extravagance, he struck off 4000 crowns from 
the capital destined for her portion. (Vol. I. p. 402.) 

Some time after her marriage, to her great delight, she 

?uitted - Berlin, But her patience was still kept in exercise. 
Ipon her arrival at Koff, a castle situated in the territories 
of her father in law, she was persecuted by the harangues 
and compliments of all the immediate nobilfty of the country : 
and as they appear to have been a variety of the species, 
of which we never before remember to nave met with a 
specfrnen, we shall extract some part of the lady's account, 
or rather caricature of them. 

4 All of them (she says) wore faces made as if it was their destiny to 
terrify little children : their visages were half concealed in odious tufts 
of filthy hair tortured into the shape of wigs, among which a progeny of 
vermin, boasting as remote an ancestry as their prey, had established 
their residence* Their matchless persons were decked out in habili- 
ments, which in point of antiquity did not yield to the vermin ; they 
were an inheritance from their ancestors, and had for ages been trans- 
mitted from father to son. For the most part, these tatters disclaimed 
all analogy to the shapes of their wearers : and the gold they had 
once boasted was so much bedrmmed that its position could scarcely be * 
recognized. They wore however their state dresses ; and attired in 
their antient rags, they fancied themselves at least ^ts respectable as 
the Emperor adorned in those of Charlemagne. Their vulgar manners 
did not disgrace their habiliments: they were not a whit above the 
lowest boors. As an embellishment to all their charms they were for 
the most part plentifully besprinkled with cutaneous eruptions. It was 
with the utmost difficulty t could refrain from laughing while con- 
templating these figures.' Vol. I. pp. 8> 9. 



* On the morning of the day on which she was betrothed to the 
hereditary Prince of Bareith, dispatches arrived at Berlin, from Lord 
Chesterfield, containing the formal declaration of her marriage with the 
Prince of Wales, and without requiring any preliminary stipulations. 
These dispatches were delivered to Grumkow, who contrived to 
keep their existence from the knowledge of the King till after the 
Princess had been irrevocably oraised to the Prince of Bareith. * Vol, I, 
p.S48, • ' 
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With these singular personages she afterwards sat down, 
«o dinner, and being duly warned of their political import- 
ance, did her utmost to entertain them. 

' I endeavoured (she says) by starting a variety of topics, to make 
these automatons speak, but was usable to draw from them any more than 
yes and no. Not knowing what to say, I bethought myself to mention 
the subject of domestic economy- The sound of this magic word set 
their talents in an uproar. In a momenc I learnt the details of their 
household and every thing belonging to it. A controversy arose 
that was conducted with great spirit and appeared very interesting: 
one party contending that the cattle of the low countries were finer and 
more profitable than those of the mountains ; while other beaux esprits 
of the troop maintained the contrary.' 

This entertaining conversation was conducted for some 
time with great vigour, the disputants not forgetting to in* 
tersperse it with copious libations to Bacchus: so that at 
the end of the repast the Princess found herself surrounded 
by thirty-four drunken men, so drunk as to be speechless. 
We cannot afford space for the description which the 
Princess gives of the amiable consorts of these worthy spouses : 
but they seem in every inspect to have been most aptly 
mated. At Geffres she was met by her father-in-law, the 
Margrave* " He conducted mis to my bed chamber, and 
staid with me two hours, standing all the while. The 
conversation turned entirely upon Telemachus, and the 
history of Rome, by Amelot de la Houssaye, the only two 
books that he had ever read." (Vol. II. p. 12.) This personage 
of small understanding, and a body attenuated by disease 
and daily drunkenness, became passionately enamoured of 
the sister of our Princess's principal attendant, who was 
short, fat, not remarkably handsome, and lame : the most 
tender epistles circulated rapidly between them; and their 
marriage was only prevented by the death of the Margrave. 

These memoirs terminate at the period of the accession 
of Frederic the Great to the throne; but we are told in 
the preface that we may expect a continuation of them. 
During their early days a real attachment appears to 
have subsisted between the Princess and her Brother ; but 
the work before us contains a variety of anecdotes (to 
which those given by Thi6bault in his "Souvenirs" pretty 
accurately correspond) illustrative of the school in which 
the character of this cold blooded philosophic King was 
formed. Few men indeed appear to have derived less benefit 
from the school of adversity. It neither chastened, his 
feelings nor improved his principles. He was alike un- 
grateful to those, who had relieved his early sufferings, 
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and unattached to those who bad shared them. Hi* in- 
human treatment pf his youngest sister, the Princess Amelia;, 
and her unfortunate lover, the Baron Trenek, is a stain oi> 
his fame, which not all the parade of sentiment in some of 
his writings ' will be able to efface. Nor indeed is there 
much more honesty in his affection towards the Princess 
of Bareith. Even long after she complains of the loss of 
his affection, he says, in an " Epitre a ma scBur de 
Bareith*'* with what sincerity, will easily be imagined. 

Si sous' mes pas tremblans la terre est eatr'oiiverte 

Si la foule des Rois a conjure ma perte, 

Qu 9 importe ! Vous m'aimez, tjendre et sensible sour : 

Etant cheri de vous il n'est plos.de malhenr. 

Upon the whole, though, these Memoirs will doubtless be 
read with considerable pleasure on account of the anecdotes 
they contain, illustrating the manners of the period at which 
they were written, the predominating sensation in every well- 
regulated mind, we think, will be one of deep disgust at the 
display of meanness, deceit andjprofligacy they exhibit, among 
persons, upon whom the happiness of so many thousands of 
their fellow creatures was made to depend. 

Art. V. Petrology* A Treatise on Rocks. By J. Pinkerton. 2 vols* 
8vo. pp.lxxvi,600,656. White. 1811. 

A FTER having driven the Celts of antiquity to the very verge 
of literary existence, and humanely doomed these savages, 
who are denied even the rank of barbarians, to everlasting 
vvretch'edness* ; — after having enriched our libraries with a 
ponderous system of geography, which is demonstrated to 
surpass all that have gone before it, by the supreme contempt 
with which almost all other writers on the subject are treated, 
past, present, and to come; — after having spread a monthly 
banquet for the public, in a collection of voyages and travels; 
rather the worse indeed for keeping, but still equally good 
with some collections circulated in smaller portions, with brick- 
coloured covers; — after all these meritorious and arduous un- 
dertakings, Mr. Pinkerton, commiserating the wants of mine- 
ralogy, generously steps forward as its reformer, — to introduce 
new arrangements in place of the 'absurd classification,' 
(p. xiii) hitherto employed,— to purge the nomenclature from ap- 
pellations with which c the classical language of our fathers' has 

* Oeuvresposthume de Frederic II. Tom. Vll. p. 155. 

f'The Celts are savages, have been savages since the world began, and 
and will be for ever savages; mere radical savages, not yet advanced eves 
to a state of barbarism."— Pinkerton's Dissert* p. 68# 
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-been polluted, by * a truly Gerdban want oftaite^p.-sxl) arid 
finally by introducing one of his. own, equally * precise and 
rich,* — out of this * chaos 1 of science to form * a world.' French 
politeness has already conferred upon him, as he modestly 
informs us, the appellation of the English Strabo. Should 
his Petralogy attain to a second edition, we confidently expect 
that he will add to his titles, that of the British Pliny. Nor is 
it by any means probable that his glorious course will termi- 
nate here. We are quite convinced that Mr. Pinkerton has at 
least equal abilities and means to dispute the wreath of fame 
with every writer of antiquity ; — but we will not anticipate his 
future achievements, while his feats in Petralogy afford such 
ample scope for admiration. To these we now beg leave to di- 
rect the attention of our readers — though neither our limits nor 
our abilities leave us room to hope that we shall do them all 
the j ustice they deserve. . 

The primary object in this publication was, evidently, to 
make a book; and we must admire the writer's .boldness, at any 
rate, however we may blame hid judgement, in choosing that 
precise subject, of which, among the many he has yet meddled 
with, he appears to know the very least. It is rather puzzling, 
certainly, to pronounce ®n what determined him to this choice; 
but the following solution appears probable. In order to com- 
pile his Geography, which, with its numerous irn perfections 
and gross mistakes, has the merit of being extracted from 
original documents, Mr. Pinkerton was unavoidably necessi- 
tated to consult a great number of writers, many of. whom 
declared they could afford only a small contribution to his pair 
of quartos* On this stubborn parsimony our author resolved 
to be revenged ; and by great good luck be discovered that 
the greater part of his waste researches would incorporate in 
a General Collection of Voyages and Travels. Of the shreds 
which remained, a majority were found to relate to geology, mi- 
neralogy, and the allied sciences, and Petralogy was accordingly 
pitched upon as the title of the patdi- work they were to com- 
pose. The question still remained, bow they were to be united, 
so as to produce the best effect. For this purpose nothing 
could be more cheap and obvious than a new system : and 
we can readily believe, that Mi*. P. composed several, before 
he hit upon the one with which we are here presented. 

The explanation of this system, interlarded with, a due por- 
tion of contempt for other writers on the same subject, who are 
of course to be taxed with * barbarism 9 and f absurdity, 9 affords 
an ample introduction. A due quantity of the scraps are then 
ground down, so that their constituent parts are not readily 
discernible. A number more are rendered sufficiently pliable 
by such additions as— * c Dr. Babington in his catalogue men- 
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tions' — < Mr, Jameson in his Mineralogy has promised 1 —- 
* Dolomieu has also observed' — * Patrin saysV-and the like. 
A catalogue of minerals is clipped into pieces agreeably to tbe 
division intended, and such observations as the author could 
furnish added to the whole*, and with these the fragments 
which are honestly > placed between inverted commas, and 
referred to their proper owners, are fastened together. As tbe 
principal value of the work evidently depends on the nature of 
these extracts, which constitute full five hundred and twenty 
pages out of eleven hundred and fifty-eight of which tbe work 
consists ; it will be ^satisfactory to know, that Saussure has 
furnished above one hundred, and Dolomieu about half 
that quantity. Besides these many names in high estima- 
tion occur; among others Daubuisson, Bronchant, Ferber, 
Werner, Patrin, Kirwan, Jameson, Klaproth, Helms, Zoega, 
Ferrara, Spalanzani, Faujas, Bourrit, Burnet, Karsten, Kidd, 
Playfair, &c. &c. 

It may be imagined that, when Mr. Pinkerton surveyed this 
composition, its motley garb could not but strike him as 
calculated to excite the laughter of an uncivil public ; and 
we admire his address and good humour in joining in tbe smile 
at his own perfomance. 

4 Tbese extracts will,' says he, * it is hoped, from the variety of the 
style, throw some flowers over a subject proverbially barren ; while tbe 
expressions of the observers themselves, in the sensations arising from 
grand phenomena, sometimes enliven the snbject with somewhat of a dra- 
matic interest. It roust also be remembered that mosaic is even more 
difficult than painting, and of incomparably longer duration. Some 
regard it as a maxim in literature, that a book should be as complete in itself 
as possible ; and a reference to a work, which he can neither procure nor 
read, would contribute little to the instruction of the learner. The candid 
will likewise consider the entire novelty of the plan, &c. ! !' p. xlvi. 

We will not, however, be quite as severe upon Mr. Pinkerton 
as he is upon himself. Though the persons speaking in the 
work frequently change, their speeches are too long, and the 
principal, great I, in the interposed matter is too distinctly 
marked, to admit of its being mistaken for a mineralogical 
dratna, nor can his book with any justice be accused of error, 
from being too complete. But to enable our readers to judge 
for themselves, we shall proceed to give a brief sketch of the 
contents of tbe introduction, and, an extract or two from the 
mosaic. 

The first section opens with informing us, that c The study 
of natural history has been divided by the most esteemed 
authors, and by the general voice, into three kingdoms,, the 
animal, (tbe) vegetable, and (the) mineral.' Mr. Pinkerton 
probably means that nature, or, if she must be personified, the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pinkerton's Petralogy. 1021 

♦ions of nature, have been thus divided, but be ought to 

n that this has been done upon more cogent grounds 

consent of * the most esteemed authors/ or ' the 

voice,' He further observes that these kingdoms 

: again been subdivided into classes, orders, genera, 

.es, and varieties/ and then discloses a grand discovery 

c the ' common meaning 9 of these terms * implies a vital or 
timated principle.' This fixes him comfortably in the saddle ; 
and he spurs forward to run a tilt against all the mineralogists 
of whatever age or couutry, who have used; these terms* Whe- 
ther they, will submit to the laws of the ring, which he lays 
down, is as yet doubtful. * Human systems* we are told * are 
to be regarded as mere artificial memories,' a truth which Mr* 
Pinkerton is so anxious to impress on his readers, that he assi- 
duously repeats it wherever ..opportunity occurs. Because 
authors apply the terms genus, fepecies and variety dif- 
ferently, they must not be used at all ; because the species 
in the organic kingdoms produce a progeny, and mineral* 
do not procreate, it is altogether * fafse and unnatural' to 
calumniate minerals with the term. As we proceed, we learn 
that these terms when applied to animals and vegetables con- 
vey ' substantial ideas which belong to real knowledge, and 
which the mind grasps, so to speak, as solid and tangible,* 
whereas, when transferred to minerals, they are * wholly arbi- 
trary.* And lastly we find that they are * attributes* peculiar 
c to living substances.' The * manifest absurdity' of former 
writers, who entertained an idea that systems were more than 
mere artificial memories, .being thus made out; Mr. P. pro- 
ceeds to furnish us with a new nomenclature which shall 
convey substantial, solid, and tangible ideas of the mineral 
kingdom. The precise meaning of his expression 'a new 
nomenclature of arrangement 9 is not quite evident; and the 
assertion that * novelty itself is apt to displease ;' displeases for 
other reasons besides novelty. We will, however, not detain 
the reader with these trifles, (which would have passed unno- 
ticed had not Mr. P. on a former occasion, when speaking of 
his style, hinted something of having been ' at the feet of Ga- 
maliel') but hasten to communicate the outlines of his system. 

The animal and vegetable kingdoms * consist of living sub- 
jects, which of course may be well considered as divided into 
classes, orders, genera, and species ; but in the mineral kingdom 
the territory alone constitutes the subject of discussion. c He 
'would propose therefore that the mineral kingdom be con- 
sidered as divided into three provinces: Petralogy, or the 
knowledge of rocks, or stones which occur in large masses : 
Lithology, or the knowledge of gems and small stones : Me- 
TALLOGY, or the knowledge of metals.' These are to supply 
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the place of classes ; and with what immense superiority of 
precision and science, must be manifest to the most obtuse in-' 
tellect; only it might have been as well to mention, what are 
the exact dimensions of great and small. 

The provinces are again to be subdivided into Domains, and 
Petralogy has twelve allotted as its share. 

< The first six being distinguished by the substances themselves, may 
be called substantial ; while the remaining six, being distinguished by 
circumstances or accidences of various kinds maybe called circumstan- 
tial or accidental ;. but this last division is of little moment. 

The first six domains of petralogy comprise, 1. The siderous rocks, or 
those in which iron predominates, not in the comparative quantity when 
analysed, but in the quality and essential difference which it imparts. 2. 
The sileceous, denominated as usual from the quantity of silex. 3. The 
argillaceous, 4. The magnesian ; these two are again denominated from 
predominance. 5. The calcareous. 6. The carbonaceous. 

The remaining six domains, derived from circumstances or accidences, 
are seven, the composite, or aggregated rocks, as calcareous spar, with 
schorl, quartz, and garnets, felspar, and siderite, or hornblende, &c. This 
domain has often been confounded with the granites, however alien from 
that description* 8. The diamictonic, or rocks in which the substances 
are so completely mingled, that it is difficult, even upon an analysis, to 
pronounce which predominates. 9. The anomalous, or those which con- 
tradict the common order of nature, and present unexpected and unusual 
combinations. 

Some of these domains, though they afford few objects at present, may 
in the progress of science, be greatly enriched and enlarged ; and the 
utility of such divisions will be more perceptible as the study advances 
towards peifection, the greatest obscurity at present arising from want of 
necessary subdivisions. 

The remaining three domains are generally admitted in geological 
works, namely. 10. The transilient rocks, ah interesting series, in which 
One substance gradually passes into another, as granite into porphyry, 
trap into wacken, and the like. 11. The decomposed rocks, which gra* 
dually decay into sand* clay, or productive soil. 12. The volcanic, which 
require no other description/ pp. iv, v. 

These domains, must serve as a substitute for orders, ' The 
smaller distinctions/ Mr. P. informs us, 'can only be derived 
from the objects themselves,' and what are denominated 
species, in the * arbitrary and unnatural systems' of mineralo- 
gists, are henceforward to be called modes, which ' must be 
chiefly understood to refer to the chemical mfcde of combina- 
tion upon which the nature of the substances, as is now al- 
lowed by the greatest chemists, is yet more dependant, thau 
even upon the ingredients combined.' — A definition of ' com- 
bination, 9 and 'the nature of substances,' would not have 
been misapplied in this place. 
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This* die moat important point of the arrangement being thus bor* 
rowed from chemistry, which, like a guardian angel, should always hover 
round and direct the labours of mineralogy: the other subdivisions only 
require a characteristic clearness to assist the memory ithe chief object in 
any system of natural history), and an. appropriation to the subject so as to 
satisfy the judgment and imagination. From the earliest productions of 
Linnaeus to the present time, the word Structure has been applied, 
with classical propriety, to denote a most striking and characteristic dis- 
tinction between mineral substances, whether on a great or on a small 
scale.' p. viii. 

Leaving this singular definition of the word structure to the 
consideration of our readers, we have only to remark, that, 
instead of the ' sub-species, varieties , and sub-varieties? as they 
have been called, ' with great penury and uncouthness of Ian* 
guage; v Mr. P. out of the rich,es of his classical stores pro- 
duces the terms aspect, variety, diversity, and lineament I 

Having advanced thus far, the next step is, to shew the. 
incalculable value of his own system, which he attempts by 
instancing the embarrassments of his predecessors. Whether 
he can gain disciples simple enough to believe, that the diffi- 
culty of distinguishing between different kinds of minerals, is 
removed by calling them modes and aspects, instead of species 
and varieties, we know not ; but this is really and truly the sole 
amount of his pretension, notwithstanding it is cloaked beneath 
four pages of extract from Werner, (whom he is equally ready 
to use and abuse ;) half a page from Ainsworth, to instruct us 
i n the c ancient and classical senses 9 *>f the word species j and a 
page from Saussure : notwithstanding, too, this division of his 
work-is enlivened with a sneer at the * truly risible pedantry of 
Milton,' whose * logic was the art of talking nonsense accord- 
ing to a fixed method;' a blow at the * prolix, confused and 
digressive style of Dclomieu' and * his strange; very curious, 
and original specimen of a definition !' and a thrust at Werner's 
< truly German distinctions :' and lastly, notwithstanding the 
curious information, that the word species * chiefly belongs, 
with the greater part of the Linnean language, to a modern 
latinity so barbarous, as even to confound gender and cases 
and many others of the commonest rules of grammar.* 

The second section treats of the order of the distinctive 
characters. These he has arranged in the following succession : 
texture, hardness, fracture, fragments, weight, lustre, transpa- 
rency ; c to which,* says he, * colour is sometimes added 
though the most vague and insignificant of all the characteris- 
tics.' This last observation is only very partially true, as 
there are minerals in which colour is of the greatest conse- 
quence and perfectly distinctive, as in several of the lead-apd 
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iron ores, though certainly it cannot be made indiscriminately 
of equal importance in every case. 

The different comparative degrees of these characteristics, 
have been generally denoted by the ratio of numbers, the 
extremes of which indicated the maximum and minimum in 
which such a property could exist. It is difficult, no doubt, 
in such an arbitrary scale, to attach precise ideas to the num- 
bers ; but the difficulty arises from our want of means to com- 
fare the intensity of the characteristics themselves. Mr. 
inkerton, therefore, only renders bad worse, by introducing a 
set of terms to express this ratio, whose relation to one ano- 
ther is equally indistinct. His terms for weight, are pumicose f 
carbonose, sidcrose>ax\& barytose ; for hardness cretic 9 gypsic 9 mar- 
thoric, basaltic, felsparic, cry static, eorundic. Now, it is scarce- 
ly possible even for Mr. Pinkerton to suppose himself a jot 
the wiser when these terms are applied to the substances from 
which they are borrowed, as when coal is said to be of a car- 
bonose weight, and felspar of zfelsparic hardness. And when 
they are applied to other substances, unless you remember the 
order in which he has arranged them, that is, unless you reduce 
them to numbers in the mind> you have still no scale of compa- 
rison with minerals in general. You simply leawi that this or 
the other substance is as hard as corundum, or as heavy as 
barytes, without knowing whether corundum is one of the 
harder or softer minerals, or whether barytes is heavier or 
lighter than pumice. How greatly our language has been 
enriched by these ingenious adjectives we do not pretend to 
determine, but must inform our readers on the part of the 
author, that 

' While some recent authors of mineralogy pollute the classical language 
of our fathers, with an inundation of barbarous German words, derived from 
the vulgar dialects of illiterate miners, who, of course, first oWrved the 
distinction between mineral bodies; it became the more an object of am- 
bition to treat this difficult subject with such a degree of classical purity, 
as not to disgust the eye of taste, contemn the discussions of grammar, or 
vitiate the eternal tenor of our language.' p. xx. 

The quotations in this section are : Dr. Townson on Tex- 
ture, and Werner on Hardness, which are given with due 
exactuess, even to Werner's note, informing us that inives, 
files, magnifiers, &c. are ' to be met with, well made and 
adapted, at Mr. Schubert's, Mechanic to the Academy of 
Mines, Fryberg.' And lest the beginner might suspect that 
the hardness of minerals is to be tried by his teeth, he is dis- 
tinctly reminded Jimr times, that the proper instrument for this 
purpose is the knife. 
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The third section is entitled ' Remarks on Werner's Geq- . 
gnosy, or System of Rocks,' These begin with the assurance^ 
that ' we can hope to observe little exceeding the three thou- 
sandth part of the semidiameter of the earth.* Now Chimbo- 
ra§o is 20,000 feet above the level of the sea, and were the, 
strata placed in the most unfavourable situation, that is, hori- 
zontally, we might still reasonably hope to become accurately 
acquainted with so much of the earth's diameter. Nay, even'! 
the strata of our own country present a succession amounting 
probably fro above three miles, which, arithmetically expressed, 
will convince Mr. Pinkerton that there can be no difficulty in 
observing a portion at least three times as large as he supposes. 
We are, however, very much inclined to suspect, that Mr. 
Pinkerton's ideas of stratification are far from being < substan- 
tial and tangible. 9 • He complains that there are not sufficient 
proofs 'that granite. is the universally radical rock/ because 
* if we examine the accounts of the substances found at the 
greatest depths in coal mines and other excavations, there is no 
appearance of granite P p. xxx. Heseems to think that plains, 
as being. nearer the centre of the earth, have lower strata 
than the mountains, p. xliii : and seriously hints that coal may 
be expected in Surry, if it be true that iron is generally an in- ' 
dicationof that substance, p. 96. He is also so anxious to dis- 
prove the necessity of studying rocks in nature, that we are 
involuntarily reminded of the animal, who found the fashion of 
no tails so peculiarly convenient and becoming*. It is there- 
fore by no means a matter of astonishment,' that he dissents 
from Werner, (and indeed every other author in existence,) 
and refuses to adapt his work to his system, for 

' If a work of petralogy were founded upon this theory, it must fall with 
it ; and no writer of judgement or industry, would choose to risk his labour 
upon such an uncertain foundation/ p. xxxi. 

* Mr. Pinkerton's arguments upon this subject are of such a very homely 
kind, that we cannot avoid giving them in his own words, for the conso- 
lation of such of our readers as may happen to be in the same predica- 
ment: 

* Petralogy, therefore, or the knowledge of rocks, must, like the other 
branches of mineralogy, be studied in cabinets as well as in nature ; and 
in the substances themselves, not in supposed theoretical positions ; for if 
the student cannot distinguish a rock without these adventititious aids, 
(nature and theoretical positions), which in the great variety of nature, will 
themselves often lead to false conclusions, he may be pronounced as truly 
ignorant of the subject, as he who cannot distinguish gems without being- 
informed of their countries, sites, and gangarts* And this would be the> 
more absurd, as it is self evident, as already observed, that large substances 
must present more palpable and more numerous characteristics, than the 
mmutt? p. xx*iii. 
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In section the fourth, our author pleads For the admission of 
* iron,not as a metal, but as an earth.? His meaning, as far as we 
are able to discover it, is, that since iron imparts characteristic 
properties to several minerals, it ought to afford a title under 
which they might be arranged ; but we confess that we are 
u nable to divine why it is not to be admitted as a metal, which it 
must and will remain whether in the form of carbonate, oxyde, 
or any other chemical combination. Mr Pinkerton adduces 
Sir H. Davy's recent discoveries in his defence, since they 

' evince that the alkaline earths, that is the calcareous, magneaian, 
harytic, strontianic, are of a metallic nature or yield peculiar metals, while 
he suspects the other earths to be in the like predicament (as the siliceous 
has since proved), it would be absurd to reject iron as an earth, merely 
because it yields a metal ' p. xli. 

But the fact is, that though Sir Humphry's experiments 
have brought the earths under the appellation of metals, we 
are by no means at liberty to call the metals earths, or to 
make the two terms synonymous, unless we intend to render 
one or the other superfluous. The earths still remain united 
by so many common properties, and .separated frpm the 
other nbetals by so many distinctions, that we must preserve 
them as a particular class, either by giving them a new name, 
or, which is evidently more rational,- by new modelling the 
definition of their old appellation. Perhaps their retaining 
a. stronger attraction for oxygen than that of carbon, eveu in 
the highest degree of heat which we are capable of produc* 
ing, would be sufficient. At any rate, we protest against re- 
establishing the old reign of the metallic calces under the name 
of earths, and the. Deed less multiplication of appellations by 
calling oxyde of iron, sidegea and siderous earth. > 

The introduction is closed with a fifth section, which con- 
tains miscellaneous observations,. The first ascribes the slow 
progress of mineralogy to its being too wide for the labours of 
one man; and extols the utility of ' general systems or compi- 
lations,' concluding with the remark that, * In this also, as in 
the other sciences, more genius is required to build a system, 
than to make observations. In the latter, Newton must yield 
to Herschel.' p. xliii. The inference intended, we leave to 
our readers, lest we should offend Mr. Pinkerton's modesty. 

The second observation is on petralogy and geology, 
and only proves that he knows nothing about either. The 
third exposes the futility of small tours. * When an author in 
his cabinet, studies the whole globe, and the collective labours 
of two thousand years, these little journeys only impress him as 
puerile excursions; and, in conversation, he regrets tofiad 
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the smallest tourists the greatest boasters.^p. xliv. We have 
found them surpassed by one who, we shrewdly suspect, never 
made a geological tour in his life. In the 4th, on the study of 
rocks, we are told that * The/Vagueness of ideas in the works 
ofDolomieu and Faujas, and many other observers, is such, 
that nothing can be learned.* p. xlv. Yet Mr. Pinkerton 
condescendingly/honours the former by borrowing trifling 
extracts from his works, to the amount of nearly sixty, and 
from the latter about twenty pages. The observations on exact 
nomenclature would have been useful, if the author had applied 
them to himself. Of the apology for his plan we have 
already given a specimen. 

From this ample account of that part of Mr. Pinkerton 's 
work, which may with some degree of propriety be esteemed 
his own, our readers will be able to form an idea of the manner 
in which the other original portions of his book are executed. 
They will every where meet with the same vagueness, or ra- 
ther absence of ideas, concealed beneath a profusion of so- 
norous words ; the same fruitless attempt to solve the difficulty 
of distinguishing between allied substances, by giving them 
new names instead of new definitions ; the same deplorable 
proofs of ignorance in the fundamental and elementary prin- 
ciples of mineralogical science ; tbe sai£e supercilious con- 
tempt for every writer except one ; and the same persever- 
ing determination, in spite of all these disqualifications, — to 
make a book. To prove these assertions, we need only open 
either of the volumes. We select, at random, the fifth, or Cal- 
careous Domain. After informing us that calcareous earth 
is an important substance, produced by burning limestone, &c. 
that 4 its taste is hot and acrid/ that it is * incapable of fusion,' 
that ' limestone is composed of lime and carbonic acid, 9 and 
c mortar of quick lime and sand,' &c. and acknowledging that 
€ these observations are chiefly extracted from Kirwan, Thomp- 
son, and Patritf,' though he might also have learnt them from 
a schoolboy, he mentions Sir Humphrey Davy's discovery, 
and concludes his introduction thus : 

' In some works of mineralogy, the first three modes of this domain, 
(marble, konite, and limestone,) and even the three succeeding (alabas- 
trife, limeslate, and coral rock), have been arranged as mere subspecies, or 
Varieties of limestone. Strict chemical analysis may probably discover m 
different proportion of ingredients, as, for example, more water of crystal- 
lisation in marble, and more or less silex or argil ; and there is, at any 
rate, a difference in the mode of combination. But the chief use of any 
syscem being to assist the memory, even the strict precision of terms be- 
comes mere pedantry, if it be not subservient to this main object. Too t 
.targe masses ox colour, or too small, will render the picture equally ine- 
legant and obscure.' Vol. I. pp. 378, 379« 

Vol. VIII. 4 O 
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To preserve elegance and perspicuity, therefore, the six 
first modes are entitled marble, konite, limestone, alabastrite, 
limeslate, and coral rock. The first, which is a distinct mode, 
merely because it admits ajine polish, is divided into the 
granular, the compact, the conchitic, and the zoophytic, in 
perfect despite of nature, as marbles containing shells and 
zoophytes are uniformly compact, and it would be nearly as 
difficult to find a block of conchitic marble without zoophytes, 
or of zoophytic without shells, as to discover a pasture in 
spring without daisies, or without butter-cups. But, to com- 
plete the confusion, * coral rock* is introduced, as a distinct 
mode: whereas, if Mr. Pinkerton merely means, by that ex- 
pression, the immense animated zoophytes of the south-* 
em ocean, they as little belong to mineralogy as snail-shells or 
cows 9 horns ; and v if he intends the roqk composed of petrified 
corals, he necessarily includes the zoophytic marble under 
this mode. The second mode, konite, is described as ' a stone 
universally employed in architecture, and which may be re- 
garded as intermediate between marble and, limestone. 9 From 
the sequel we find, that he means the Portland and Bath stone, 
though he confounds them with the stone of which the pyra- 
mids are built, and which, if we are not mistaken, is a whit- 
ish, compact limestone. The third mode, limestone, he divides 
into granular, compact, conchitic, zoophytic, pisolite and si- 
napite ; but is woefully bewildered, for want of a little know- 
ledge of shells and zoophytes — witness the following para- 
graph : 

' The nummulites f *r porfiites, occur in the limestone of Egypt and of 
France, being thin shells, or rather moveable opercules, or covers, to protect 
some shell fish. Belemnites, another embarrassing form, are generally 
found detached. Entrockites, or joints of the sea-star, are very common. 
The encrinites, other joints, resemble lilies*' p. 455. 

Now the fact is, that neither nummulices, nor porpites, are 
opercules; but the former univalve shells, the latter a species 
of madrepores. The belemnites he confounds with the spinet* 
of echini ; and being the reliquia of a perfect shell, it would be 
difficult to imagine how they can be found otherwise than de- 
tached. The entrochites are indeed marked with a star, and 
may have been called sea-stars, but have no relation whatever 
to the asterias, or true sea-star. And not the joints of the enV 
crinites, but their body, or head as it has been called, resem- 
bles a lily. 

The term pisolite has been before applied to the pisiform 
concretions of Carlsbad; but sinapite is an invention of Mr, 
Pinkerton's, in lieu of oolite, which has long been established. 
We might adduce abundance of examples of ignoraoee 
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equally gross, and innovations equally needless, with those just 
quoted; but our readers* patience is probably exhausted, and 
oiir own is in the same predicament That tbey may however 
form some i^eaof pur author's new and classical nomenclature, 
we shall still present them with the appellations of the modes 
of the two first domains, with.their former names. 

I. Siderous Domain. 1. Siderite (hornblende). 2. Basalt, (grun- 
stein). S. Basaltin (basalt). 4. Basaiton (grunstein). 5. Porphyry. 
6. Porphyrin (fine-grained porphyry). 7. Porphyron (coarse-grained; 
porphyry) . 8. Porphyroid (substances approaching to a porphyritic struc- 
ture.) 9. Amygdalite. 10. Iron-stone. II. Jasper* 12. Slate. 13. 
Mica Slate. 14. Sidero-magnesian rocks (chlorite, acrinote, serpentine 
with iron)* 15. Siderous intrites (variolite, &c.). 16. Siderous glute- 
nite (Breccia, Rothe todt liegendes.) 

H. Siliceous Domain- 1. Quarz. 2. Keralite (hornstein). 3. Fel- 
spar. 4. Felsite (compact felspar). 5. Granite. 6. Granitin (quarz, 
felspar, and hornblende or grunstein). 7. Graniton (granite with large 
crystals.) 8. Granitel. 9. Granitoid (calcareous spar, quarz, and mica 
or hornblende). 10. Granitic porphyroid. 11. Gneiss* 12, Pitch* 
•tone. 13. Siliceous intrite /hornstein porphyry, klingstein porphyry* &c), 
14. Siliceous glutenite (pudding-stome). 

To repeat the names of his diamictonic rocks; kermite, demo* 
ailite, jirmicite, synesite, zozimite, Kc. Kc. Kc. would be a$" 
useless a waste of' time, as it was to invent them/ 
. As for the extracts, which form the principal, and by far the 
most valuable part of these volumes, the names of the authors 
which we have mentioned above, will be a sufficient pledge 
that the majority of them are deserving attention, though soma 
would scarcely have found their way into a judicious compi- 
lation. The works of Saussure being probably in the hancjs 
of few of our readers, we select as a specimen part of a lettc? 
of Donati, which he has preserved, as it gives* an acco^n}; of a 
rare, though still too frequent phenomenon,, tjie fall of. a 
mountain, from decomposition of the inferior strata : 

4 After having travelled four days and two nights, without halting, I 
came in front of a mountain, all. covered with .smoke; ajvd from. wJiich 
were incessapdy detached, by day apd by night, large masses o£ stone, 
with a noise perfectly Kke that of thunder, or of a large Wtfery.of carmoft, 
tit still louder and more terrible. ! tte peasants had a^ retired from the 
vicinity and did not dare to look at this ruin, but at the distance of two 
miles, and even farther. All the neighbouring fields were covered with ji 
dust much resembling ashes, and in some spots this dust had been Gaifea 
by the winds io the distance of five leagues. All said that they had seen, 
at intervals, asmoke, which was red during the day, and accompanied 
with flames at night. These observations led people to believe that it was 
a volcano. But r examined the pretended ashes, and onfy- found 'a' dust, 
composed of brayed marbles J attentively observed the sojofee, andraitkwr 
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perceived flames, nor any smell of sulphur ; nor did the rivulets nor foun- 
tains, which I examined with care, present the least appearance of sulphuric 
matter. Thus persuaded, I entered into the smoke, and, though quite 
alone, went to the brink of the abyss, where I saw a large rock dart into 
that abyss, and observed that the smoke was only dust, raised by the fall 
of the rocks; the cause of which I soon after sought for and discovered. 
I saw that a great part of the mountain, situated above that which had 
fallen, was composed of earth and stones, not disposed in beds, but coifu- 
aedly heaped together. I thus perceived that the mountain had been sub- 
ject te similar falls ; at the end of which the large rock, which fell this 
year, had remained without a support, and with a considerable projection. 
This rock was composed of horizontal beds, of which the two lower were 
of slate, or rather of fragile schistose stone, and of little, consistency; 
while the two beds beneath these were of a marble like that of *Porto Ve- 
nere, but full of rifts which crossed the beds. The fifth bed was wholly 
composed of slate, in vertical leaves, entirely disunited; and this bed 
formed all the upper part of the fallen mountain. Upon the^same level 
summit there were three lakes, of which the waters, penetrated constantly 
by the fissures of the beds, separated them, and decomposed their supports. 
The snow, which this year had fallen in Savoy in so great abundance as 
had never been seen in the memory of man, having increased the effort, 
all these waters reunited, produced the fall of three millions of cubic fa- 
thoms of rock; a mass sufficient to form a large , mountain. 1 pp. 264 
—266. 

In the label on the back, twenty-five plates are promised ; 
and twenty-five plates are certainly to be found in the wo*k. 
But of these, twelve are diminutive vignettes, seven botanical 
finals at the bottom of the pages, one intended to illustrate the 
theory of veins, and two of shells, so execrably drawn, that it 
would be utterly impossible to guess what the figures repre- 
sented, were it not for the name at the bottom. We cannot 
conclude without a sincere wish, that it may be long before 
conceited ignorance, and supercilious insolence, impose upon 
us another task so repugnant to our feelings, as that which we 
have experienced in rendering an account of Mr. Pinkerton's 
Petr/alogy. 

Art. VI. The Philosophy of Melancholy $ a Poem, in four parts, 
with a Mythological Ode, by T. L. Peacock, 4to. pp. ,126. Gale and 
Curtis. 1812. 

O*' X ^ 3 gentleman's poetical capabilities we have already 
had occasion to, speak rather favourably ; * and the pro- 
duction which forms the chief part of the present volume, is 
unquestionably the most successful of bis efforts, though it 
cannot boast any great originality, either of subject, or of 
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thought, it yet contains much interesting sentiment, and .plea- 
sing imagery, conveyed in a very harmonious flow of versifica- 
tion. It will be observed with pleasure, that it is tolerably free 
from that glare of ornament, and laboured pomp of . diction, 
upon which we formerly ventured to animadvert. The author 
has at last learnt, to clothe his ideas in language more cor- 
responding to his subject— -more simple and impressive. His 
maner, too, is much more his own. He seems to have grown 
ashamed of his quondam servility, and instead of following Mr. 
Scott at humble distance, has courageously struck out a path 
for himself. From the first, indeed, it appeared to us that Mr. 
Peacock* s taleitts Were; fully .equal to the task of conducting 
his readers, if not into very highly picturesque, at least into 
ornate apd elegant intellectual scenery : and a perusal of this 
volume has convinced us that our expectations were not inor- 
dinate. It bears, it is true, an . occasional resemblance - 
to the style and manner of another very interesting bard, 
though of a school widely different from the one to whom we 
have just alluded, we mean the author of * The Pleasures of 
Memory* The likeness, however, is little more than general, 
and -proceeds, perhaps, more from the nature of the subject 
than from any designed imitation. On the justness of the 
comparison our readers may decide from the following passage, 
selected from among many others which might be adduced tor 
the purpose. We except, of course, the sublimation of the 
jairy grove, in the sixth line. 

< When th* worn pilgrim turns to press the soil, 
On which fond memory dwelt through all his toil, 
How thrills his heart, while every breeze he hears ] 
Recalls the play-mates of his tender years ! 
The ivied tower, by sportive childhood climbed, 
Thfe fairy-grove, by hope's first dream sublimed, 
The laurel-shade, when love'a young sigh was breathed. 
The wood-bine bower, by mutual ardor wreathed, 
Thecataraqt-rocks, where lonely fancy roved, 
. The twilight-path, confiding friendship loved, 
The thoughts, the tales, of parted times restore, 
And wake the forms his eye must hail no more. 
Sweet sorrow sings in every breeze that bends 
The church-yard grass that shrouds his earliest friends, 
And heaven looks down to bless the falling tear, 
Of filial duty on a parent's bier." p. 47. 

From the title of the performance, * The Philosophy of Me- 
lancholy, 9 and* the lines which immediately follow the opening 
of the poem,i it was natural to conjecture that the writer's de- 
sign was to inquire into the nature of that solemn and sublime 
•motion, so frequently experienced by mind* of a serious and 
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reflective east, and the causes of that mysterious kind of 
pleasure which often attends its indulgence. 

* Why loves the muse the melancholy lay ? 
Why joys the bard, in autumn's closing day, 
To watch the yellow leaves, that round him sail; 
And hear a spirit moan in every gale 1 
To seek, beneath the moon, at midnight-hour, 
The ivied abbey, and the mouldering tower. 
And, while the wakening echoes hail his tread, 
In fancy hold communion with the dead.' p. 7. 

Such a disquisition, however, would have been ofa kind too 
metaphysical to assume,! very gracefully, a poetical dress, and 
the author has certainly judged wisely in satisfying himself 
with the contemplation of some of the various sources of this 
solemn but tender temperament of mind, and pointing out 
some of those effects which are likely to proceed from its indul- 
gence. In pursuing this course of thought, an opportunity 
is offered for delineating some of the most interesting scenes of. 
nature, as well as many of those diversified situations which 
arise out of the ever- shifting train of human events, and which 
are adapted to awaken, or nourish this tranquil musing pro* 
pensity. .The subject is obviously interesting, and very sus- 
ceptible of high poetic colouring. It is, in its nature, cal- 
culated to touch the feelings of the reader, and therefore, if a 
competent degree of skill and talent be employed in. pre- 1 
seining it to him, is sure to arrest his attention, and give 
rise to many pleasurable emotions arid reflections. To perceive 
the beauties, and appreciate the merits of lyric, the dra- 
matic, or the epic Muse, something more than taste and 
susceptibility is frequently requisite — an acquaintance, for 
instance, with history, antiquities, or 'mythology* But 
topics, such as those that have been specified, are familiar 
to every mind. ,They come home to the " bosom and business" 
of the reader, and with the associations which they excite he is 
always prepared to symj>affiifc6. Who has riot paused 
with mingled awe and delight} When some bold moun- 
tain-view, or the magnificefrce of "the wide-spread ocean, 
has suddenly arrested his attention? Whb tias not tastfed the 
" joy of grief,'* while bending over the tomb of a departed rela- 
tive or friend ? And whose recollection has not hovered with 
sweet, though mournful pleasure, over scenes and situations ren- 
dered sacred by our earliest and fondest associations ? The pro- 
duction before us, accordingly, abounds with images which 
" find a mirror in every miria," and tbey are, for the most 
part, sketched with an elegant, and, not unrfreauenjly, with 
am impressive pencil. Take, for example, the following de- 
scription of a cataract in frost* 
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* More wildly sweet nor less sublime, the scene* 
When winter smiled in cloudless skies serene, , 
When winds were still, and ice enchained the sojl, ; 
O'er its white bed to see the cataract toil. / * v . 

The sheeted foam, the falling stream beneath, r 

Clothed the high rocks with frost-work's wildest wreath * 
Round their steep sides the arrested ooze had made } 

A vast, fantastic, crystal colonade : 
The scattering vapour, frozen ere it fell, 
With mimic diamonds spangled all the dell, 
Decked the grey woods with many a pendant gem, 
And gave the oak its wintry diadem/ p. 16. 

Or the following representation of the effect of music, on a 
mountain-lake, in the evening* 

< Thine are the lute's Boft-warbled strains that wake 
The twilight echoes of the mountain-la^e, 
When silent nature drinks the plaintive Iky, 
When not a ripple strikes the pebbly bay. 
When the reflected rock lies dark and still, 
And the light larch scarce trembles on the hill. 
The wanderer's feet, o'er foreign steeps that roam, 
Pause at the .strains that soothed his native home : 
Fond fancy hears, in every changeful swell, 
The tender accents of the last farewell $ 
Recalls, in every note, some wild-wood shade, 
Some cherished friend, some long-remembered maid/ 

In commenting on the salutary influences, of this cast of 
mind, the author remarks that it is friendly to the evolution 
of genius, and that the fine arts owe their most pleasing 
and powerful impressions, to their partaking of the same 
character;— that the social affections derive from this senti- 
ment their most endearing ties ; — that it reigns in the charities 
which seek out and relieve distress ; — and that, while it sooths 
and softens, it also tranquillizes the mind, by familiarizing it 
to the contemplation of vicissitude, and thereby rendering 
it superior to calamity, and leading . it to perceive that the 
existence of some portion of evil, is indispensable to the 
general good, and perfectly compatible with that unerring 
wisdom which preserves in harmony the whole system of 
created, brings. . A single specimen of the manner in which 
the poet illustrates this part of bis subject may be sufficient. 

' Blest is the sigh, the answering sigh endears, ' 
And sweet, the sdlace of commingling tears. 
. The stoic frost, that locks their source, destroy* 

The purest spring of nature's tenderest joys. 
The hermit cell, the spangled domes of pride, " - 
Alike unchaimed* unsoftened by* their <ttde» 
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Can yield »6 balm of that divine relief, 

That flo#B in love's participated grief. 

Oh mutual love ! thou guardian power, bestowed 

To smooth the toils of life's unequal road ! 

TCpou ! whose pure rose preserves, in wintry gloom, 

Tte,ofttf)an£ing sweetness of its vernal bloom, 

Sheds richer fragrance on the winds that rave* •"' 

Shoots in the storm, and blossoms on the grave ! < ' 

Thou ! whose truestar, amid the tempest's night. 

Streams through the clouds imperishable light, 

More brightly burns, when wilder whirlwinds sweep, 

And gilds the blackest horrors of the deep i - ' 

If e'er in woodland-shade by Cynfael's urn, 

Thy altar saw my votive incense burn, 

May thy propitious star, thy dea%less flower, ! ' 

Illume my path, and twine my rustic bower. 1 pp. 4-1—42. 

With the utmost disposition,, however, to applaud Mr* 
Peacock, it is impossible not to see that his poem has many 
faults. The story of Rinaldo and Rosaura, : thougk told, with a 

f;ood deal of simplicity and tenderness, is on the whole so very 
ike a hundred other's of the same kind, which the reader may 
meet with in jevery common writer of romance, that it fails 
to excite any deep- interest* There is more originality of 
conception in the episode which concludes the third part 
of the poem, but its effect is, we think, very much diminished 
if not entirely spoiled, by the introduction of an extravagant 
fiction, which represents a tree as springing from the ashes 
of a funereal urn, and animated by the spirit of which those 
ashes were the corporal receptacle. This marvellous relation 
is surely by no means of a piece with the character and 
design of a sentimental poem, which proposes to take truth 
and nature as the sole basis of its theme. 

There is ako a tolerable sprinkling of minor defects in 
this poem. We. meet with many flat and prosaic lines ; 
and could point out instances in which sense is occasionally sa- 
crificed to sound ; and. others which shew, as Dr. Johnson 
expresses it, " ho w resolutely a rhyme is sometimess made, 
when it, cannot be found.'' — With what propriety is 'man's 
sovereign strength' made the object of the verb * relume'? And 
how can a cheek* respire'? But, in truth, Mr. Peacock still 
seems to in and 

sweet prettj ith- 

out being at 

On the w :>ly' 

has affordec of 

the poet's to 

awaken the of 
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success with which these objects are combined, will the meed 
of poetic honour be proportioned. Both of them are at- 
tained, we think, with a considerable degree of felicity, by 
the author of the present work. The concluding passage 
is perhaps the best. 

' From him all beings wake, in him they rest, 
The first, the last, the wisest and the best. 
From him the sounding streams of fire are gircn, 
The firm-set earth, the planet-spangled heaven, 
The ambient air, the billowy occean's might, 
One power, one spirit, one empyreal light. 
He rules and circumscribes this mundane ball. 
Combines, dissolves, restores, arranges all. 
His voice from chaos in the^ bjrth of time, 
Drew beauty, order, harmony sublime ; 
When love, primeval night's refulgent child, 
Sprang forth in circling flight, and gazed, and smiled, 
And o'er the spheres, new- rolled from nature's strife, 
Shook from his golden wings the ambrosial dews of life.' 

The mythological ode, which turns upon the triumph of 
Mahometanism over the religion of the magi, is a pretty 
lair specimen of that species of inditing — which to say the 
truth, is usually about as wearisome as it is unintelligible. 

Art.Vll.AnA/ifiealto the Gosflel 9 Or an Inquiry intojthejustice of the charge 
alleged by Methodists and other objectors, that the Gospel is not preach- 
ed by the National Clergy. In a series of discourses deli vered before 
the University of Oxford in the year 1812, at the lecture founded by 
the late Rev. J. Bampton, M. A. Canon of Salisbury. By Richard 
Mant, M. A. Vicar of Great Coggeshall, Essex ; and late Fellow of 
Oriel College. 2nd.edition. 8vo. pp. 540. Rivingtons. 1812. 

TPHJE objects. of Mr. Mant's attack, in this volume, are the 
Methodists, in the largest acceptation of that term. In 
this line of argument be has of late had many coadjutors. 
Somewhat more vague, zealous, and declamatory than any 
of them, Mr. Mant makes greater pretensions to candour 
and fair dealing,! — and is equally chargeable with illiberality 
and misrepresentation : he is more haughty and brow-beating, 
without possessing better arguments or more skill in urging 
them.; and congratulates himself .on victory in a louder tone* 
though he has been equally unsuccessful in breaking the ranks 
of the enemy, or driving them from, the field. His purpose 
is to show, that the body of the national clergy pVeach the 
doctrine of scripture, in its purity, without alloy or abatement. 
And in order to effect this object, he proposes to contrast the 
principles of the orthodox clergy with those of method is tical 
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or evangelical teachers, and to evince, that while the formed 
agree with the scriptures, the latter are at variance, with 
them. In these operations, however, offensive and defensive^ 
Mr. Mant does not appear to us to be so successful as he 
pretends : and as the subject both in itself, and in consequence 
of the notice which it has attracted, is of considerable impor- 
tance, we intend after a few. reflections on the spirit and 
pretensions of this book, to enter into a pretty copious ex- 
amination of its contents. 

It is not very ominous for Mr. Mant's success, that he 
stumbles at the threshold of his work. He represents the 
charge he has undertaken to refute, as originating with 
the evangelical teachers: whereas, before the clamour 
raised by the founders of Methodism, had engaged the 
public attention, it was a notorious fact, that the body of 
the clergy had, in their sermons, abandoned the doctrine 
of the church, and the pure principles of scripture. This 
was not only remarked by persons who were indifferent or. 
inimical to the church, but was confessed by some of her 
best and greatest members, — by Warburton, Balguy, 
Paley, and others who attempted to offer some justification 
of the conduct of the clergy, — as well as by Seeker, Home, 
Horseley, Porteus,and other dignitaries, who deeply lamented 
it, and employed their eloquence and authority to effect a re- 
formation. Now in repeating a fact thus notorious, teachers, 
whether regular or sectarian, should not, one would think, 
appear remarkably blameable, especially when it is recbl- 
lected they acted in self-defence — but it suited Mr. Marit's 
purpose to make the Methodists the aggressors. 
. .Our lecturer affirms, in the concluding discourse of this 
volume, that the charge which he has attempted to refute 
is presumptuous, and accompanied with much misrepre- 
sentation : for, says he, ' the Clergy of the Church of 
England consists of several thousands of individuals : with 
whose sentiments and style of preaching, otherwise than as 
they are to be inferred from our assent to the authorized de- 
clarations of the church, it is impossible that they who advance 
the charge, should be acquainted. 9 p. 508. Unluckily here, 
as in many other instances, this polemic employs a two-edged 
weapon. Those who make, and he who repels the charge, 
are in this respect upon a level. The same sources of infor- 
mation are open to both. If the evangelical preachers cannot 
be acquainted with the sentiments of the clergy, neither can 
Mr. Mant. On his own principles, therefore,, it will be a dif- 
ficult task to absolve him of egregious absurdity in professing 
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to explain and vindicate their doctrines. Whoever will take 
the trouble to look through Mr. Overton's most satisfactory 
apblogy for those of the Methodists who belong to the church* 
will be satisfied that they betray no want of familiarity with the 
sentiments of their brethren, and are far from being addicted, 
as Mr. Mant insinuates, to indiscriminate censure or ran- 
corous abuse. 

He who accuses others should himself walk very cirqum T JC 
spectly. Mr. Mant is engaged in a dangerous undertaking. ^ 
Though he professes to acton the defensive, by far the greater 
part of this volume is pute assault. Upon those who are called 
Methodists, whether for the sake of ridicule, contempt, or 
distinction, be wages implacable war, now thrusting at one 
party, then at another, and often attacking them in uiass. Now, 
as the body that shares this general name is so various and 
in many points discordant, a plan like this appears extremely 
liable to abuse, even in the hands of a moderate and impartial 

Kolemic, and should have been especially eschewed by one at 
Ir. Mant's temper. His account, accordingly, both of the 
doctrine and character of the Methodists is obnoxious to the 
Severest animadversion. 

As to the points of doctrine which are common to them all, 
such as justification by faith alone, conversion, the province 
of good works, &c, Mr. Mant has not taken his statements 
from writers of whom they are known generally to ap- 

Srove. Sedulously passing over these, it is quite sufficient for 
Ir. Mant, if he can fasten upon some minute person belonging 
to the body, who is to be found uttering doctrines which they 
disavow or explaining those that they hold in a manner to which 
they take exception. These he instantly attributes to the sect ; 
and proceeds courageously to refute them. This is a practice, 
we take it, which would disgrace any writer, on any subject. 
In one of his lectures he is at the trouble to compose a system 
according to which prayer is useless, virtuous desires 
and good exertions are impossible, the Supreme Being is 
destitute of wisdom and equity, delights in the misery of his 
creatures, and is the author of evil, not only obstructing men 
in the practice of good but compelling them to sin. And of 
this system so frightful, monstrous, and absurd, he has the 
effrontery to represent Mr. Overton as the advocate, and to 
introduce Az#i as teaching it ( to be the system that peculiarly 
exhibits the Almighty promoting his own glory and the 
greatest u^mate good of his creatures.* p. 223. Such a 
proceeding as this, must be left to the animadversions of a 
man's ovvn conscience : it is far above the tribunal of criticism. 
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To judge from this ' Appeal,' . the evangelical,l$jichers have 
really nothing to say for themselves. They advancp.cbarges, it 
should seem, without so much as attempting to substantiate 
them; and hold doctrines of which they offer not a syllable in 
defence. At least neither testimony nor argument does Mr. Mant' 
condescend to notice, except now and then a very weak one 
propounded in a bad form. Whether this is to be ascribed to 
weakness or contempt is uncertain : but, tp triumph as he does, 
without trying his strength with the forces of the enemy, is 
certainly not remarkably becoming. We would advise him by 
all means to ruminate on the character of Parolles. There 
seems to be a wonderful similarity in the temper of the two 
heroes ; and Mr. Mant will have no little cause for self-congra- 
tulation if he comes off without some share of the disgrace. 

It is, however, in describing the character of the Me- 
thodists, intellectual and moral, that our author exhibits 
the qualities of his mind in their greatest prominence. 
Human learning, says he, they detest and abhor, as a 
diabolical invention. They are proud, presumptuous, given 
to detraction and calumny. Among themselves they are quarrel- 
some, and to others intolerant. They are hypocritical, and hy- 
pocondriac. Nor are these spiritual vices compensated by the 
extermination of those of a sensual nature. For they are often 
of profligate lives, and libertine sentiments, and amorous com- 
plexions, p. 427 — 433. It is difficult which to admire most, 
the fatuity or impudence of a preacher, who could venture 
on such a description as this, in a public lecture, before the 
University of Oxford. Among the evangelical body must be 
ranked some of the brightest ornaments of this country. 
Thtey can boast of genius, erudition, and virtue. As to 
learning and intelligence, the members of this body are at 
least upon a level with their neighbours in similar conditions, 
of life. No plans of charity and beneficence are set on foot 
of any importance! of which they are not active assistants: and 
they are generally so pure in their principles, and so virtuous 
in their lives, that sensual and profligate persons, in- 
stead of mingling with them, are purged off and expelled. 
Any pretext indeed, for this writer's calumnies that exists at 
all, is no more than the shadow of what might be adduced for 
saying, of those who style themselves Orthodox churchmen, that 
the clergy are grossly ignorant bf the plainest faqt's of revealed 
religibn that they are scandalously prophane and intemperate." 
many of them being guilty of swearing, and others found 
inebriated while performing th<e most solemn offices of the 
church 5 that they neglect their parochial [duties for, the most 
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scandalous amusements, fox-bunting, horse-racing, boxing, 
and drunken reveling : that the people are such as might be 
expected from the priesthood, unacquainted with the principles 
and inobservant of the duties of religion, yet loud in their pro- 
fessions of regard for it, and most inveterate against all sectaries, 
dishonest, intemperate, prophaners of God's name, violators of 
the rest of the sabbath, sensual, passionate, calumniators, and 
revengeful. All this, might" be asserted, with at least as much 
reason as any thing said by Mr. Mant to the discredit of the 
evangelical body : but whoever should offer it as the description 
of a party, would clearly be guilty of most shameless defama- 
tion. If our author calmly reconsiders this part of his dis- 
cussion, he will, we are sure, see cause to renounce his plan of 
judging of the general rule by its exceptions. 

It is now time to take a closer view of these lectures. As- 
suming it to be the duty of Christian ministers to preach the 
gospel, no charge, Mr. Mant justly supposes, can be brought 
against them so heavy or disgraceful as that they preach it not. 
This charge when brought against the clergy, be maintains is 
unjust : and to determine the matter, the appeal must be made 
to the scripture, which, as the Methodists must allow, it re* 
quires much caution, humility, and diligence to explain. 
Protesting, very needlessly, against some religionists who 
claim exclusively a supernatural illumination in the explaining 
of scripture, he lays down the principles of interpretation, by 
which, he thinks, the charge alluded to may be successfully 
repelled. These are, to adhere as far as possible to the literal 
sense of scripture ; to make allowance for figurative and idioma- 
tical expressions ; to consult the original text, the context, 
and parallel scriptures ; to explain obscure passages by those 
which are plain; and to consider the circumstances with 
which they are^onnected, the scope of the composition, 
and the general tenor of holy writ ; — all which are laid down 
with great pomp and solemnity, as if they were not the pro- 
fessed rules by which every evangelical teacher expounds 
the word of God, and as if any member of the University 
of Oxford could be ignorant of them. 

. Having thus divulged the canons of interpretation, our 
vindicator proceeds in the second lecture, to apply them, 
in treating of Christian works. He expatiates so very much 
at large, and treads so often on the verge of contradiction, 
that it is not easy at first to say, what he defends, or 
what he condemns on this head. He cordially approves 
of the c doctrine that we are justified by faith only.' p. 66. * Yet 
•ays, ' I fear not to contend, that " do this and live ;" 
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is no less the profession of the gospel than of law. 9 Ho* 
liness of life, is, he maintains, 'a necessary condition, 
whereby , the the blood of Christ becomes ultimately ef- 
fectual for redemption/ pp. 96^-109. To reconcile these 
contradictory statements, Mr. Mant has recourse to the 
ponceit of a two-fold justification, the one taking place 
on the admission of persons by baptism into the Christian 
covenant, the other at the last day; the former ' conferred 
on us by faith alone,' which yet is ' not distinguished 
from good works, 9 and the latter obtained by * Christian 
works co-operating with faith.' p. 90. In confirmation of 
this, he ODserves that ' Christians are represented as es- 
teemed just for the merits of Christ, when they become 
partakers of the gospel covenant, 9 that » faith is not dis- 
tinguished from Christian works in the business of our ac- 
ceptance with God, and that, from the general tenor of 
holy writ, it appears that good works are the condition 
of our final acquittal in the sight of God. This doctrine 
of a two-fold justification, borrowed by the orthodox divines. 
>J we believe from the Socinians, is in itself very crude, and 
' meets in Mr. Mant with a v£ry inept supporter. 

The pardon of our sins — of the defects of our virtues, the 
perversities of our hearts, and the obliquities of our practice — 
is at least an ingredient in our justification. That these im- 
perfect virtues and this defective practice, should form the 
condition on which their own blemishes are forgiven, it is dif- 
ficult to conceive. This clumsy effort to supplant the doc* 
trine of the Methodists, of the Reformers, and the Apostles, 
that we are " justified by faith without the deeds of the law" 
will never succeed with those who are sensible of their own 
imperfections. 

But, if we mistake not, Mr. Mant himself, overturns both 
■parts of this doctrine. That the first justification cannot be 
by faith alone is evident, because, according to our lecturer, 
faith is 'not distinguished from good works, 9 and it is to 
misconceive the Apostle's reasoning, if we contend, that he 
designed to establish any distinction. * or opposition, between 
faith aud works, as parts of the same dispensation. 9 p. 83. 
The passages also, by which Mr. Mant attempts to prove, 
that our good deeds are the conditions of our final acceptance 
with God, equally prove that they are the conditions of our 

? resent acceptance into, his favour. For example, when St. 
eter says, "in every nation, he that worketh righteously, 
is accepted of him," and St. James, "a man isjustiBed by 
works, and not by faith only, 9fk it is impossible to assign a 
reason why these sentences apply not to the first, as well 
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as to the last absolution of our sins, and admission into 
the favour of God. But as from these principles of our vin- 
dicator, it is a natnral consequence that the first justification 
is not by faith alone, he seems also to evince that the last 
is not by good works. In the eighth lecture he notices, in 
arguing against the abettors of perfection attainable in this 
lite, * the general tenour of the Old and New Testaments, which 
represent the sacrifice of Christ a&~ necessary to every man, 
%o make a continual atonement for actual sins. 9 To illustrate 
and confirm his doctrine, be introduces the pious Hooker, 
in his dying moments, when, not resting on his works as the con- 
dition of his acquittal at the tribunal of the Supreme Juclge,' 
but in the exercise of that faith which " excludeth our good, 
works, so that we may not do them to this intent, to be 
made just by doing of them, and pointeth us unto Christ, for to 
have only by him re- mission, of sins, or justification*," he said,, 
' Where I have failed, Lord, show mercy to me for I plead 
not my righteousness, but the forgiveness of my unrighteous* 
ness, for bis merits who died to purchase a pardon for peni- 
tent sinners.' 

This doctrine of a two-fold justification thus confuted by 
its advocate, can receive but little support from his arguments. 
For though some of the passages ao, after our version has 
been mended for the purpose, seem to imply that the faith- 
ful were already justified, the conclusion Mr. Mant deduces 
hence, by no means follows. " Tbat a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law" — f that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law but by the faith of Jesus Christ," and 
similar propositions in St. Paul's epistles, are universal, ve- 
rified as often as men are justified. If the primitive Chris- 
tians on believing the gospel obtained the first pardon of 
their sins * by faith alone,' is it not the natural conclusion 
that every successive pardon must have been, and the final 
absolution itself must be, obtained by the same means. 

It is not true, as Mr. Mant maintains, that faith, when we. 
are said to be justified by it, is not employed in contradis- 
tinction to good works. Having quoted a passage from the . 
epistle to the Galatians in which it is affirmed ' a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ,' he asks whether 'it has the most distant relation to the 
works of a Christian life?' and whether * there is any con- 
sideration to confine the faith of Jesus Christ to faith as 
contradistinguished from obedience? 9 p. 84. To this we might 
reply by asking whether the general proposition " we are 

* > ' : '" — — ' — ' " i '? ■ I" ■ ' ■ 

♦ Homily— ^f the Salvatioo of Mw, r , . , / 



•A 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



1042 Mant's Appeal to the Gospel. 

.justified by faith," in connexion with the exclusive phrase* 
" without works,** "without the deeds of the law;" the 
assertion that we are justified, by the faith of Jesus, 
"freely," "by grace," « by the blood of Christ ;" the feet 
that the law here mentioned is that which comprehends both 
Jews and gentiles, whose attributes are holiness, justice, and 
goodness, which shews us our offences, and which condemns 
the heathen.; — whether all these particular* do not exclude works 
of all kinds from the business of our justification, and exhibit 
faith as the only instrument by which we receive and retain that 
blessing. 

As Mr. Mant affirms that the objects of his attack ' discourse 
so largely on the doctrine of faith alone, as to disparage, if 
not to condemn, morality,' and evidently wishes it to be be* 
lieved that they do not insist largely and strenuously on 
the necessity of good works, we must, before we leave 
this branch of the subject, state distinctly, that the contro-** 
versy turns not on the necessity , but the provinceof good 
works. As to their necessity both are agreed ; but while i the 
orthodox divines* maintain that they are the conditions of 
our justification, the evangelical teachers inculcate them and 
more successfully, if we may judge from observation, as the 
fruit and evidence of faith, the ornaments of the Christian 
profession, and the measnre of our future reward. 

The third and fourth lectures are directed against the 
Calvinistic division of the Methodists. Whatever Mr. -Mant 
has here produced that can be called argument is to be found 
in the fourth chapter of the Bishop of Lincoln's Refutation 
of Calvinism. Referring our readers lo the valuable remarks of 
Mr. Scott and. Dr. Wjlliams, on that chapter for a view of 
the Calvinistic doctrine, and of what may be said in reply 
to Mr. Mant, we shall content ourselves with two or three 
brief remarks, not so much upon the eternal question of 
predestination itself, as on the manner in which it is treated in 
this Appeal. 

The stale argument against the Calvinists, deduced from 
the intolerance of Calvin and some of his followers, Mr. 
Mant has had the imprudence to revive, without once re- 
flecting how easily it may be retorted. He is a very un- 
skilful controvertist, that employs an ^argument equally 
conclusive for or against his doctrines. Mr. Mant surtely needs 
not to be reminded that Qranmer, whose religious principles, 
he will allow, were similar to his own, not only stretched 
the laws against the Papists' to the very utmost ; butteadily 
acqiriescedfin the death of Lambert, and Anne Askew; in- 
duced Edward the sixth to consent, though with tears, to 
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«faan of kenfa death, and was accessory to the burning of 
p$B Pajris.* The intojerant persecuting principles of Laud, 
the great instrument of introducing aoticalvinistic principles 
iqto this country, are notorious to a proverb, and are to be 
Considered as one of the causes of the civil wars. We mention 
these instances not to determine 1 the truth or falsehood of the 
principles of those men, but to shew* that Mr. Mant is very 
foolish in his choice of arguments* 

In treating of this subject our author often adverts to its ac- 
knowledged difficulty and obscurity ; — and yet is perpetually 
indulging in , gross misrepresentation, arid insufferable dog- 
jtaatisin. If the 'tenet* 1 which he labours to explode are so 
irrational, absurd/ impious, and ' abominable, 9 that no reason* 
able, much less religious mind, can embrace them, they 
cannot, obviously, bei the principles of the Calvinists-i—which, 
.by supposition of difficulties on both sides admit of something 
plausible at least, being advanced in their favour. And if the 
question is really obscflre and mysterious, why does Mr. M ant 
pronounce upon it so magisterially 1 Why does he -condemn 
with so much confidence those who differ from him, on a 
point where ' angels fear to tread H 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the principles which it 
U attempted to refute in these two sermons are not maintained 
by the Calvinists of our times. The force of truth has ex- 
torted this from Mr. r Mant, as appears from the following sen- 
tences. . ' Far be it from me to assert, that every man, who " 
Galls himself a, Calvinist, does admit th^se abominable tenets. 
There are some persons bold enough to maintain them/ 
Pp. 144—145. from these acknowledgements, it is not 

?oing too far to conclude, that our author knows no living- 
Jalvinistic writers '.who hold those tenets, and that they are 
reprobated] by that body as : blasphemous and pernicious.' ft 
is a circumstance not a little remarkable, that the antagonists 
of: the modern Calvinists, scarcely ever venture to attack their 
doctrine as it is delivered in their books. ; 

In ,the fifth lecture, both the Calvinistic and Arminian 
Methodists fall under our author's correction. He chastises 
the, former for holding, that the operation of the Holy Spirit 
is irresistible, the latter, for. maintaining thaj it is sensible. 
As tp the first of these points, we profess that we cannot 
understand wherein, jthe Calvinistic doctrine of the efficacy 
of God's spirit, correctly stated, differs from what our author 

■ ■■ ■' ' ' - n .ii.il i ; ■ • ■ V * >' ■■ '■ ■■■ »— »*^»*, 
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expressly maintains. Of the following Words he signifies hit 
hearty approbation. * It is sorely of the grace of God only, 
that we first be inspired and moved to anything good. 9 p. 264* 
* There is not,' he says, ' a doctrine more clearly revealed in 
the sacred volume than this, which attributes our ability to 
u work out our salvation" to the preventing and assisting 
grace of the Holy Spirit of God.' p. 256. « The whole 
glory of the victory,* he elsewhere teaches, ' of those who 
♦ persevere, is to be ascribed to the free mercy of the Father, to 
the meritorious sacrifice of the Son, and to the preventing and 
assisting grace of the Holy Spirit.' p. 185. Now this is pre- 
cisely the doctrine of the Calvinists; and Mr. Richard Mant 
may, to the infinite amusement of the Methodists, declaim to 
hoarseness against those who represent man as a mere machine, 
whose will is forced by the irresistible influence of the Holy 
Spirit, who is * chained, ana dragged, and irresistibly forced 
to the altar like a brute beast/ whose good or evil acts are alike 
ascribable to supernatural impulse. After he has spent his 
fury, the Calvinists will reply, that they do not believe the 
Spirit of God deprives the mind of its liberty, or forces men to 
good, or drags them to the altar against their * inclination. 
Before he has time to recover himself, they will say, if the 
.first motion to good arises from the divine inspiration, if the 
glory of perseverance in the path to heaven is to be ascribed 
to God, the difference between those who are adorned with 
; Christian virtue and those who are not, is owing to the sa- 
J lutary influence of God's Spirit, not chaining, but enlighten" 
i" ingthe mind, not compelling but sweetly inclining the will, 
aiot urging the heart contrary to its inclinations, but in* 

? tiring, it with the love of whatever is fair and beautiful* 
hey will subjoin for bis information, that, while they con- 
sider every man voluntary and spontaneous in the choice 
and practice of evil as well as of good, a pure heart, an up- 
right will, good desires, and well-regulated dispositions are, 
in their rise and consummation, the produce of Qod's 
Spirit, acting in harmony with our rational nature, and 
the promises, commands, and threats of holy writ. 

Having thus tired himself with beating the air, in die 
former part of this discourse, nothing will content our 
.- author in the latter but a vigorous assault on Mr. Mant. He 
undertakes to show that the influence of the Holy Spirit does 
not operate sensibly, and begins by conceding that we 
may jeel in ourselves the working of the Spirit of Christ.* 
p. 290. Feeling, we take it, is one mode of being *en» 
sible of things, and to say, that we may feel the workings 
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t>f God*s Spirit in ourselves, and yet contend that they ate 
insensible, is & pldin contradiction* Mr. Mant indeed en- 
deavours to involve the whole in impenetrable mVstery, 
holding that it is impossible to distinguish between the mo- 
tions of the Spirit and the suggestions of the human mind. 
But here, it seems to us, he labours the point too far. If 
we believe with the Homily, on Whitsunday, that " man of 
bis own nature is without any spark of goodness in him, 
without any virtuous or goodly motions, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds," it will follow" that whatever 
good thoughts, or desires, of deeds, are conceived and ma- 
tured by the mind of man, proceed from the Holy Spirit. 
What is good being clearly taught in scripture, a littte care 
will enable^ us to distinguish between the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit and the indigenous produce of tjie human mind. 

In saving thus much, we would not be understood tp justify 
many of the passages that Mr. Mant has quoted with regard to 
the forcible and sensible nature of the sprit's ppcrations. Some 
of them indeed admit of a mild interpretation. Others are 
wild and extravagant, 1 and though dictated probably by a 
good intention highly censurable. All we wish to be inferred, 
is, that Mr, Mant; having a very indistinct and uncertain 
view of the points in question, has shot arrows entirely be- 
side the mark. * We have great pleasure in extracting the 
following paragraphs. 

* Liable then as we all ate to be deluded, the man who feels in him- 
self those inward motions, which he is willing to be persuaded are 
the workings of the Holy Spirit, would do well to be cautious how 
he inconsiderately gives way to the evidence of his feelings : instead of 
trying by a surer test, whether they may not be ascribed to the pas- 
sions or infirmities of his nature, or to the suggestions of his crafty 
enemy the devil, and not to the gracious influence of the Spirit of 
God/ 

« No impurity of any kind can proceed from him; for he is " the 
Spirit of holiness:"— no hypocrisy, nor fraud, nor falsehood of any 
kind can proceed from himj for he is w the Spirit of truth}"— no 
pride, no vanity, no boasting, no ostentation, no presumptuous con- 
fidence in our own security, can be the effect of the Spirit ; for he 
« resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble ;" — no disobedi- 
ence, no contempt of lawful order and authority, can be the work of 
the Spirit ; (or " he is . not the author of confusion, but of peace : 
* as in al] churches of the saints :"— no hatred, or malice ; no slander, 
or evil-speaking ; no murder, nor any act or thought of revenge, 
can be suggested by him ; for he is the Spirit of peace, of mercy, of 
patience, of consolation, and of love : — in a word, he cannot be sop- 
posed to influence us to do any thing unrighteous, any thing at all 
inconsistent with the will and word of God ; for he is the Spirit of 
righteousness. 

4 P 2 
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' And thus by considering what things are not the effects of the 
Holy Spirit, we are led to understand on the other hand those that 
axe. Purity of heart, shown by purity of words and actions ; tnie 
devotion and piety to God, and the walking honestly, and the speaking 
of truth every man with his neighbour; lowliness and meekness; 
14 not to think of himself more highly than a man ought to think, but 
" to think soberly, according as God has dealt to every man the mea* 
"sure of faith i " obedience and submission to «them that have the 
* rule over*' us, to lawful and constituted authorities both in church and 
state $ mildness, gentleness, and forbearance ; and charity, which is ap- 
proved by our thinking and speaking favourably of our neighbour* by a 
willingness to « do good unto all men, and especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith," by forgiving those, who have injured or offended 
us, as we would hope for foregiveness of our offences at God's hand, and 
by endeavouring as much as fieth in us, to live peaceably with all men ; to 
speak in one word, Faith ; not an unfruitful assent to the truths of the 
gospel, but a lively and an active faith in Christ; such a faith, as in the 
language of St. Paul, " worketh by love," or as St. James expresses it, 
<* shows itself" by the works of a religious and charitable life ; these ate 
the most undoubted effects of the Holy Spirit/ pp. 315—323. 

, Mr. Mant employs the sixth discourse, in order to prove 
that we sire made Christians by baptism, ' that by baptism a 
.man is born of water and of the spirit. 9 The reverse of this 
doctrine, he calls heresy ; and the opposers of it, if churchmen, 
are not to be heard without the deepest indignation. In 

Sroof of this monstrous dogma, that we are made Christians by 
aptism, Mr. Mant argues, that if regeneration is not af- 

' fected by baptism, then we shall have only our own j udgement to 

"determine whether we are in possession of what is indispensible 
to salvation. But why should he consider this as so singular 
a hardship ? Is it not said " without faith it is impossible to 
please God;" " without holiness no man shall see the Lord ?" 
And by what other means shall we determine whether ive are 
in the possession of those requisites for pleasing and se/eing 
God, than by comparing our. feelings ana conduct with holy 
writ I Mr. Mant thinks it as clear as day, that when it was said 

* to the ruler of the Jews " Except a man be born of water and 
of the spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God," our 
Saviour taught * that baptism is the vehicle of regeneration.* 

"This, however, is very far from being clear to us ; because, 
according to the subsequent explanation, the corisequenfce of 
this new birth is,' that 'he who was carnal becomes spiritual,— 

v an effect which observation teaches, us is not an inseparable 
adjunct of baptism. Will any well informed man pretend that the 
thousands of idolaters regularly baptised by the Romish mis- 
sionaries, were any wiser ojc more virtuous after than before 
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baptisni? And are we not, ipdeed, expressly told, that Simon 
Magus, though baptized by ah inspired evangelist, was still in 
the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity? Interpretation? 
of scripture that contradict plain fads cannot be true. 

Mr. Mam betrays a fear that this part of his labours would 
ieem like a logomachy. 4 Letat not be supposed,* he say$> 
* that the present argument i* a mere question of words.! 
Notwithstanding this caution, we camiot help being of opinion 
that Mr. Maht is all the while contending about empty names; 
and that he actually concedes every thing for which the Me- 
thodists plead. : He maintains, With Mr* Overton, ' that none 
who have "arrived at niaturity and are capable subjects, are in 
such a sense .Christians, as 1 that they will obtain happiness and 
heaven, exceprtfVose ivho are'influenced by Christian principles; 
and exhibit, a Christian conduct, who are penitent believers* 
and habitual observers of God^laws.* p. 347* Wbfct is this* 
but to say that a person may have been baptized and yet not 
be a Christian in reality and to good purpose ? and consequent* 
ly that he must uriidergo such a change as is signified by the 
word regeneration 1 as used by the 1 Methodists V 

If, however, Mr.- Ma^t had conducted his argument much 
more consistently* ar\d his evidences for the sameness of baptism 
and regeneration, had been much weightier than they 
really are, the * Methodists* would still have something to 
alledge in excuse for rejecting so strange a doctrine. It is,, as 
they might observe, most illib^r^ and extravagant; since if 
excludes from the future blessedness, persons qf uuquestion^ 
able piety ; and affirms a more sodden revolution to take place 
in the principles and tettiper, than ever was imagined by th# 
wildest fanaticism, while, at the same time, it is evident from 
experience that no such change has been effected. It subverts 
the very nature of true religion ; since, if we are made sons 
of God by an external rite, faith, love, and obedience are 
wholly unnecessary to the possession of this hjgh character, 
In a word, it stands in direct opposition to all those scriptures 
that represent divine truth as the instrument %{ regeneration, 
and obedience to God, in heart and life, as its natural and 
invariable consequence. 

In his seventh discourse, our lecturer undertakes, with trw 
knightly courage, to show that 'a special and instantaneous 
conversion is not necessary for Christians 9 . Of this doctrine, 
we hazard little in affirming that the abettors have no exist- 
ence. It is upon those who are not Christians, who have 
neither Christian principles nor Christian dispositions, that, 
the Methodists inculcate the necessity of conversion ; and here 
they prefer a gradual to an instantaneous change. But so 
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determined a controvertist is Mr. M^nt that he Will not permit 
them quietly to profess his own doctrines. 

* Conversion, according to our tactions, may not improperly b# said to. 
consist of a rational conviction of kid* and *ense of its wretchedness and 
danger; of a sincere penitence and sorrow of heart, at having incurred the 
displeasure of a holy God $ of steadfast purposes of amendment with the 
blessing of the divine grace; of a regular and diligent employment of all 
the appointed means of grace, and of a real change of heart an$l life, of a£« 
fections and conduct, and a resolute perseverance in well-doing.* p. 39 1 • 

So far .well. Bntif the m^thodists declare that ' in order 
to a state of salvation acbange of mind, of views, ancf disposi- 
tions mustj be effected in every person/— npt.who has kept his 
baptismal vow, who, in the habitual tenor of his .life has follow-* 
ed the example of ,owr Saviour,— but who has broken, th£ law f 
and is a Christian jp appearance only, this doctrine, a,dqc r 
trine so like bis own. that th§y cannot be distinguished, is ua.-i 
mediately profnoun^^d by this most orthodox appellants conceit, 
which revelation warrants not, and .which reason and e*pe* 
rience disclaim,' p. 306. lie has written a book to abase th^ 
Methodists, and abused atjall events they rnwst be. To shew 
the pertinacious. quarrelsomeness of Mr. Mant's temper, we 
shall just subjoin two other passages. The first contains a 
description of evangelical preaching by way of caricature. . ^ 

* It is true, we hear them telling their deluded followers, that they ought 
to be converted ; expostulating with them for not choosing to be converted; 
and for putting off their conversion* for not turning to God directly ; in* 
treatfeg them to repent and be converted ; Yet wherefore? when in almost 
the same breath they tell them, that the Author of this conversion is the 
Holy Ghost ; that it is^not their own free will ; it is not moral suasion ? 
that nothing short of the influence of the Spirit of the living God can effect 
this change in their hearts.' 

With this, (which, it should be remembered, ia considerably 
exaggerated,) we beg our readers to compare the description 
of the orthodotfieaching*.; - 

« Pounded upon this are the exhortations, which we address to- onr 
people; whilst carefully reminding them on the one hand that "we are 
not sufficient of ourselves to think*' or do u any thing as of ourselves, but 
♦hat our sufficiency is'of God," a who worketh in us both to will and to 
d* of his good pleasure ; r we are equally assiduous on the other, in exhort- 
jng them to «« tight* the good iight of faith," to "strive for the mastery*" 
to ? give diligence to make their calling and election sure," and to " work 
put (heir own salvation with fear and trembling." Bearing in mind 
the ^prudent caution of our reformers, that «* all men be tp be monisned, 
and especially preachers, that in this high matter, they, looking 
on both sides, so attemper and moderate themselves, that they neither 
so preach the grace of God, that they take away thereby free will nor on 
the other side to extol free will that injury be done to the grace of God :" 
whilst we promote the humility of our hearers by admonishing 
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them, that faith and repentance are " the gifts of God/' we stimulate their 
exertions, by reminding them that " God commandeth all men to repent 
and believe." Whilst we encourage them by the promise of God to his 
people, that he will *' circumcise their hearts" and " cleanse them from alt 
miqulty ;*• we 6tir up their activity by his precept, that they " circumcise 
their own hearts,'* and "wash themselves and make themselves clean." 
Whilst we call on them, to pray to God with the psalmist, that he will 
" create in them a new heart, and renew aright spirit within them;*' we warn 
them that God calls upon his people bv a prophet, to "cast away from them 
all their transgressions, and mal \ 

spirit," Whilst we animate the I 

cious promise, that " he will put 
they shall not depart from him /' 
to humble the proud, by setting b 
not choose the fear of the Lord. 

After this example of the conformity of evapgelieal preach- 
ing on the subject of conversion, with what he found it con- 
venient to attribute to the orthodox divines; tod after. what 
we have seen of his vehemence ia defending, under the na*q& 
of* baptismal regeneration 9 , the most instantaneous kind of con- 
version that can be conceived, it seems quite needless Jo inter-* 
rupt Mr. Mant, in his ravings, against those who maintain the 
necessity of sudden conversion for Christians, or of the oeces-., 
sity of conversion for those ( who have so followed .the hea- 
venly motions of the Holy Spirit, and improved his, sanctifying 
graces ; have so pursued the calm and blameless tenor of theit 
way; have preserved that child-like simplicity of character 
and that child-like innocence of conduct, that their angels 
may not blush to behold the face of their heavenly father.* 
It "would- be a waste of time to animadvert on the incon- 
sistency between wha,t we have quoted, and the attributing of 
the * conversions wrought by the apostles to moral suasion/, 
p. 413 ; or to point ouithe resemblance which the conversion 
of the jailor bears to that effected by c methodistical' preach- 
ing; or to expose his misrepresentations as to the tendency 
of such preaching, or to correct bim for his prophage expo- 
sure of the most, pitiable infirmities of humonity. pp. 416— r 
♦18. 

The last of the Methodistical doctrines, whioh Mr. Mant 
attacks, are, assurance and perfection. These subjects occupy 
the eighth discourse. Against neither of them, however, in 
their moderate form, does it become him to contend. Not 
against the last ; for it is bis opinion, as we have seen, that 
.there are Christians who * have so pursued the calm and 
blameless tenour of their way, that their angels may not blush 
to behold the face of their heavenly Father. 9 Not the fprm- 
cr; because, the doctrine of scripture, he contends, evidently 
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were admitted, when they were " born ;again r" and, they 
enjoy an inw&rd testimony of their continuance in that state, 
a testimony conveyed to their hearts by the influence of the 
Cotuforter, the Spirit of truth ; and they kre filled by Him with 
«* all: joy^ and f>eace in believing." * If th*se passages are to 
be understood according to the ordinary usage of language 
JJr. Mahi holds both assurance and perfection . He may 
shake hands therefore with the methodists', thbtfgh sit the ex- 
pence of quarreling with himself. ; 

We mean not to advocate either of the foregoing doctrines. 
Neither of them is necessary to a state of salvation or the en- 
joyment of final happiness. As to an assurance of our safety, 
it seems to be the fruit of extraordinary religions' attainments 
rather thfrn the common lot of every Christian. It arises, not 
from *ny mysterious voice, so much as from perceiving thfci 
our character is similar to that of the faithful who have gone 
before us. i That true faith in Christ necessarily produces 3. 
full assurance <of salvation;* is therefore a doctrine that we re* 
tect as unscriptural and dalngeroas : and in doing so we shall 
ha*e the sufferage of all, but a very small minority of the 
evangelical body. The notion also of perfection in the strict 
Sense of the word, being attainable in this life, seems to 
labour under insuperable difficulties. 

But the doctrine of perfection though we give up altogether, 
and that of assurance hold in a mitigated form, still Mr. 
Mant Appears to us extremely censurable. He is guilty of 
uttering flat contradictions ; asserting,' as we have just seen, 
assurance and perfection, at the same time that be contends 
against both. He has deduced conclusions from these doctrines 
to render them odious which their advocates utterly disavow* 
He has, without proof, attributed their origin to principles 
of which no man, without the strongest proof, ought to accuse 
another ; and has drawn the character of their adherents, in 
defiance of fact and observation. These circumstances pre-* 
vent us from speaking of this discourse, many parts of which 
we highly approve, in such terms as we should otherwise have 
been glad to adopt; 

The concluding discourse consists of general miscellaneous 
remarks. He begin* with commenting on the * general cha- 
racter 5 of the charge he bias been endeavouring to refute. It 
is, be, observes, * arrogant and presumptuous,' implying 
a decision upon the most difficult and mysterious questions : it is 
uncharitable and unjust, being accompanied with much misre- 
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presentation : it is also urged with bad temper* arid (sex- 
fremely vague and unmeanirtg. Wbateve* degree Of truth 
there may be in these reflections, no one, tfre are satU6«d, wfco 
attentively reads this volume, or indeed atoy of the publication* 
penned by ' the orthodox divines' against the elrarrgelical 
teachers, will fail to perceive that they may * with great' jus- 
tice and propriety, be retorted on their Author and his feilo'w 
labourers. 

In the fifth and sixth remarks, in which our lecture* 
attempts to vindicate himself and his breihreii, frorti the spe«* 
cific accusation of haying abandoned the doctrine of the 
reformation, and of preaching popery, there are many offence's' 
ag&inst historical fact, and some hallucinations in argument* 
There ate two' ways of representing the events of past ages.' 
The One* consists in narrating them, as, it appears froth credit 
ble documents, they actually took place /the other in des-> 
cribingthem, itl contradiction to all kind df testimony, just'aS 
■we wish they had, and think they ought to have occurred. 
This last Way is adopted by our lecturer, m the view that he 
gives of the doctrine of the English reformers. ' Unquefction'J 
ably the doctrines of Calvin, he says, * did not form part of? 
jthe system of faith, which was generally adopted by those? 
who separated from the church of Rome.' pp 52 I. ' Let it not 
be Supposed,' he adds in the following page, * that these doc*** 
trities did in fact constitute a part of the creed of those^ 
whether individuals or churches, whom we are bound to regard 
with the most grateful and fond attachment.' Arid this, he says, 
notwithstanding a very slight comparison of the Confessions' 
of faith of the different protestant churches will be sufficient 
to make it appear, that the doctrines of the reformers were 
in general the same: notwithstanding the assertion of Bishops 
Burnet, that c in England the first reformers, were generally 
in the sublapsari&n hypothesis :\* notwithstanding Moshetm 
explicitly states, that under the reign of Edward VI. Geneva 
jras acknowledged as a sister church, and the theological 
system, there established by Calvin, was adopted and rendered 
the rule of public faith in England ;+ notwithstanding it isr 
affirmed by Hume,]: that the first reformers in England, as in 
other. European countries, had embraced the most rigid tenets 
of predestination ; and notwithstanding a host of other accessi* 
ble and well informed writers have expressed themselves 
decidedly to the same purpose. 

As a practical conclusion from, the whole of these discourses, 

* Expos, of xxxix. Art. pp. 151. f Eccles, Hii. rbl. iv. p. 387. 
% History of England* vol vii. p. 291, ' 
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Mr, Mant says, the clergy should be stimulated more than 
ever, to take beed to themselves and to their doctrine. No- 
thing can be more appropriate than such advice. It is by 
attending to it, that the evangelical teachers, especially in the 
church, succeed so wonderfully, notwithstanding the obstruc- 
tions that are thrown in their way, and in spite of the books 
that are written to render odious, both their character and 
doctrine. It is precisely because " they take heed to them- 
selves," exhibiting in their ' personal conduct,' and in ' the 
discharge of the duties of their profession,' a most, edifying 
combination of devotion and charity, of zeal and prudence, 
of self respect and condescension , of faith and diligence, of 
dependence on the grace of God and activity in .doing his 
will, of firmness in maintaining the pure principles of the 
gospel and skill in turning them to the support of mora* 
Bty, — that they recommend themselves to the consciences, apd 
gain on the affections, of those who hear or know them. 
Whenever their adversaries shall cease from the fruitless la- 
bour of compiling Refutations and Appeals, arid in good earnest 
betake themselves «o ' the preaching of the true evangelical 
faith,' to the vigilant inspection of their flocks, to the diligent 
exercise of their clerical functions, and to the personal exem- 
plification of the Christian virtues, they may rest assured, that, 
nowever they may fail in arresting .the progress of methodism, 
they will, at least, secure the nation and church against every 
attack, and encircle her with unfading glory : they will esta- 
blish their own character in the esteem of the wise and good, 
and their accusers will become their panegyrists. 



Art, VIII. An Account of the Gold Coatt of Africa ,• with a brief His- 
tory of the African Company. By Henry Meredith, Esq* Member of 
, the Council, and Governor of Winnebah Fort. 8vo. pp. 264. Price 9s. 
Longman and Co. 1812. 

TN describing the manners of a people and the state of a 
country, notwithstanding the superior opportunities of in- 
formation that lie within the reach of a native or domiciliated 
inhabitant, the traveller of intelligence possesses advantages, 
we think, which are likely to make his account more gene* 
rally interesting, and more powerfully impressive. He brings 
with him in his mind, an ideal, formed from the land which 
gave him birth, or from the aggregate of the countries which 
lie has visited ; or, if his philosophy does not abstract so far, 
at any rate the recollection of his own nation, or that which 
he visited last, is still fresh in bis memory. Thus, he is fqr- 
nisdeh with a standard whereby to measure and to judge 
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whatever he sees ; diversities of manner do not escape him, as 
he has always the corresponding diversity by which to compare * 
them ; and he can estimate real advantages and disadvantages, 
by knowing the effects resulting from the want of them. In 
his sketch, he marks those traits in which the inhabitants of 
a foreign nation are unlike his countrymen, rather thau 
deli neates their general mode of life, habits, and customs. 
Such accounts are productive of entertainment, because they 
present a continual succession of novel scenery : butatthe same 
time it is evident, they must be liable to greiat faults and 
misconceptions. Those customs which are the most widely 
different from the ideal of the traveller, are often esteemed 
the most important; and a solitary accident, if it happen 
during the time of his visit, is put down as a prevalent oc- 
currence. The native or naturalized resident, though certainly 
in a great measure exempt from the incorrectness arising from . 
these causes, is liable to err on the opposite side. He 
forgets that the habits to which he is accustomed are not the 
habits of mankind, but those of his country : in describing it, 
he mil be liable to omit the most interesting particulars, be- 
cause they have lost their interest for him : and dullness is 
almost inevitably his doom, for want of contrasts to give a 
proper value to the colouring of his picture. 

Of this truth Mr. Meredith's little work is a striking ex* 
ample. The trade for gold, ivory, and slaves, on the Coast of 
Guinea, is a subject which has, as yet, been very partially laid 
before the public ; the nature of our possessions in this quarter 
of the globe is little known, unless to such as are interested in 
the profits arising from them, and who naturally wish to draw 
a veil of the thickest obscurity over their haunts. The produce 
of the country, and the manners of the natives, seem highly 
interesting; arid the present moment, when the trade of the 
country is forced into another channel, by the removal of 
human flesh from the market, appears the best calculated for 
drawing public attention to this territory. Yet, with all these 
advantages, Mr. Meredith can hardly keep his reader's attention 
alive. 

We have notwithstanding perused his book with gorne 

S ratification, as it certainly affords accounts considerably more 
etailed than any which have been published since those of 
Borrdan, at the commencement of the last century. In extent 
of information he is, however, much inferior to his Dutch 
predecessor, either from want of opportunity to examine the 
manners of the natives, or from disinclination to enlarge on 
topics which to him had lost the charm of novelty, and which, 
without the assistance of this seasoning, afford little to gratify 
the better feelings of the heart. It is to be hoped, indeed, 
that not all the Europeans on the Gold Coast are so completely 
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rted Christians,— rif we may 
lite settlers as have beeu 
ttiatewith the same degree 
the licentious, practices ir* 
le testimony of a candid 
or refute many points in 
lave been glad, therefore,, 
rfluous, as a book of refeiv 
id. Unfortunately, this is 
^withstanding its obsceui* 
n a place in our libraries. 
j find it candidly acknow- 
A i to the Members of tb$ 
an opinion, that the Gold 
superior to the West India, 
commodities by which the 
however, very doubtful, 
tations will stimulate indi* 
government to afford theni 
would be exposed to the 
s of natives, it is equally 
anr own country would be 
e of the West Indies tQ 
Africa, or dividing it between both ; and it is still more ques- 
tionable, whether the interests of humanity would be con- 
sulted, by establishing an empire, similar to that in Hindoostan, 
on the Coast of Africa; though the dissensions among ths 
natives, if properly managed, appear to offer facilities for the 
purpose. Be this as it may, Mr. Meredith does the best in his 
power to make the Gold Coast appear a very desirable 
territory. 

The climate, he assures us, is the most temperate in tropical 
Africa ; the usual degree pf heat, in the hottest months, being 
from eighty-five to ninety degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
at Cape Coast Castle,, which rs esteemed the hottest part of the 
coast; while at Sierra Leone and Senegal, it rises to ninety* 
three and ninety-eight. At Winnebah it has been as low as 
seventy-four,' and for some months not higher than seventy- 
eight. The soil is extremely rich, contrary to what prevails at 
the northern and southern extremities of the continent of 
Africa. Hpw far inland this fertility may extend does not 
{appear; but it is evident, from the numbers brought into the 
field, in the sanguinary contests of the natives, that it must be 
considerable* Mr. Meredith's remarks on the seasons seem tQ 
be the result of much observation, and are consequently va- 
luable. The vernal rainy seasoq is the most violen t : it com- 
mences at the end of May, or early in June, and conclude* 
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with the month of July. The succeeding foggy season is 
extremely unhealthy,. owing probably in part to local circura- 
stances. In October the second rainy season fleets in, and in 
November the dry season commences. The land and sea 
breezes alternate/as usual on tropical coasts; but, besides 
these, the Gold Coast is visited by the tornado add the har- 
mattan. The latter prevails during December, January, and 
February, from Cape Verd to Cape Lopez ; its duration varies 
from one or two days to a fortnight, and it returns three or 
four times in a season. It is attended by a haze, which ob- 
scures the light of the sun, and extreme dryness, which parches 
up the vegetables. The effects upon the human frame appear 
to be salutary, though attended with some unpleasant sensa- 
tions, and it is particularly useful in checking infection. The 
tornadoes commence in March, and cease when the rains 
set in* 

' A tornado may be expected a day or two subsequent to the full and 
change of the moon, and gives sufficient notice of its approach, so that 
ships at sea and at anchor have time to prepare for their safety. When 
vivid and successive flashes of lightning are seen in the eastern quarter, 
not many degrees above the horizon, attended with thunder and heavy 
clouds, and the horizon appears clear and of a blueish cast, all these are 
tolerable (if not certain) indications of an approaching tornado. As the 
storm approaches, the horizon becomes darkened, and in a short time the 
eastern hemisphere becomes entirely so: the lightning advances in vivid 
flashes, and in quick succession, attended by slow and apparently distant 
thunder. The scene now assumes, every moment, a more awful and ter- 
rific, appearance, and a solemn silence appears to pervade the whole face, of 
nature ; although it is calm, yet the heavens exhibit a degree of commo- 
tion truly surprising : the feathered tribe flee with the utmost solicitude 
to aplaae of shelter and security, and, notwithstanding this precaution, 
they are sometimes overtaken by the storm, and exposed to its rigour and 
violence.— A gende air is first perceived, which increases, almost .instan- 
taneously, to violent gusts of wind, which are. usually accompanied with 
rain, and which do not continue longer, in. general, than halt an hour, or 
fifty minutes : the more southerly the wind is, the longer is its continuance* 
When the violence of the wind is over, rain falls with great rapidity, and 
in a short time a very considerable quantity of water descends. The 
lightning and thunder which, it would appear, yielded to the violence, of 
die wind, again commence ; but it is only those who are acquainted with 
these storms, or similar ones in tropical countries, that can. have a perfect 
idea of the enlightened state of the heavens, and the tremendous peals of 
thunder which roar in every direction. On the whole, words cannot ade- 
quately describe the awful sublimity of this Bcene. Rain continues to fall 
for two or more hours 4 after which, the hemisphere brightens, but the sun 
continues obscured for the remainder of the day.', pp. 1&L-16. 

The country is in general over-run with wood, and vegetation 
is extremely luxuriant. 
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The natives Mr, M. shall describe in his own words, since every 
authentic piece of information respecting the real character 
of that injured race, deserves the widest circulation, as ulti- 
mately tending to prove that they are our brothers, having the 
same passionsas ourselves. Our author is of opinion, that the 
influence of different modes of government upon them is very 
considerable. If this be really a national feature, can we 
wonder at the character given of ourWest-India'negroes, when 
we consider the government to which they are subject? 

* Those who are governed by an. arbitrary or despotic power, are 
reserved and cautious in their manner and proceedings; they are fearful of 
communicating their thoughts to each other ; their passions seldom get to 
that state of maturity, as to oppose restraint ; they are humble, submissive, 
and respectful ; whereas those, whose government encourages more freedom 
or where it is lodged in the hands of the community, are under little don* 
attaint, and every kind of licentiousness is daily practised ; they are strangers 
to all moral ^obligations, and the ties of affection are very . loosely united. 
They have a great desire for gain, and will undergo many vicissitudes and 
hardships to obtain it ; patient under misfortunes, aid meeting affliction 
with tolerable fortitude, frugality and temperance in earing prevail 
among them in a rigid manner. They have a great turn for oratory ; and 
On occasions, where they are obliged to display their eloquence to the 
utmost extent, their expressions are accompanied with much feeling 
and energy. They are disposed to singing, dancing, and music; and 
appear to have a strong idea of the harmony of sound. The women are 
very industrious and remarkably prolific.' pp. 18, 19. 

Mr, Meredith afterwards extends and modifies these remarks, 
when considering the inhabitants under the classes of traders, 
fishermen, and such as subsist by agriculture. 

* Among the traders, when there is a prospect of a good bargain to be 
obtained, every species of low cunning and mercenary artifice is practised 
to acquire it- They accommodate themselves with much ingenuity and 
facility, to our humours and' fancies ; every attitude, every expression, is 
carefully recommended by flexibility and supplication ; yet they artfully 
avoid too great a desire of obtaining what would turn out profitable or 
advantageous to them: and when they know that their wishes ane not to 
be gratified as easily as was expected, disappointment is carefully concealed, 
and a seeming indifference is preserved in their behaviour. In observing 
a native of the Gold- Coast, throughout this scene, we see him place every 
confidence in his rational. faculties : he contracts a bargain with keenness; 
he is not precipitate in making an exchange, without being pretty well 
assured of the'advastages that Will arise from it : he conducts himself with 
esse and address, and, on the whole, manages himself in a manner that 
betokens a perfect knowledge of what he is about. • • • 

< Those /who. gain, alivelihood by fishing,-are a laborious people; and 
our knowledge of them extends a little further than of the trader, because 
they are employed frequently by us, as canoe-men and labourers. Their 
employment is profitable; for fish is readily purchased by the people 
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bland, and on the coast. When these men are employed by us, as canoe-* 
men, they perform their duty with cheerfulness; and if encouraged, will 
go through a vast deal of labour : but they must be treated with exact- 
ness and punctuality* ■ When they call for any customary allowance, or for 
payment, they do not like to be put off; they expect that their labour 
should meet with its instant reward. If they be not punctually attended 
to, they become neglectful and inattentive to the interest of their employer. 
They are much addicted to that vice (theft) which prevails in almost 
every part of the world, and, indeed, are very expert in the practice of it, 
particularly as to small articles, which they can easily conceal. 

' Men who follow an agricultural life, and who chiefly inhabit the inland 
parts, will be found more Uniform in their conduct than the traders or fish- 
ermen. They are divested of 'that low cunning and deceitful artifice 
known and practised by those who gain a livelihood by a more intimate 
connection with Europeans. They possess no small share Of honesty, sin- 
cerity, and' benevolence;, and are strangers to the corrupt and licentious 
conduct plainly to be seen among the inhabitants of the water-side, particu- 
larly amongfrhe Fantees, a people who bear the most unfavourable characters 
of any of the inhabitants of the Gold*Coast. The natives of the sea-coast, 
from a more immediate connection with Europeans, we should suppose, 
are more inclined to industry than those inland; but it will be found that 
real industry prevails more uniformly inland, and vice is less encouraged. 
Every person on the coast appears very diligent in acquiring the profits of 
his occupation ; but profligacy, drunkenness, and debauchery are practised 
to a pernicious extent/ pp. 21—23. 

Borman's account is far less favourable in many respects; 
nor does he appear to allow them a ' strong idea of the har- 
mony of sound,' when he tells us that their drums and horns 
* afford the most charming asses music that can be imagined: 
to help out this they always set a little boy to strike upon a 
hollow piece of irori witli a piece of wood ; which alone makes 
a noise more detestable than the drums and horns together.' 
He however allows that ' yet it is not so horrid as to require a 
whole bale of cotton annually to stop one's ears, as Focquen- 
brog has it.' 

The notices of the animals and of the vegetable productions, 
are vague and defective. The laws according both to Mr. 
Meredith and Borman are particularly strict, arid during the 
continuance of the slave trade the punishment inflicted was al- 
most uniformly that of slavery. Trials for witchcraft appear 
to have been very frequent, but, 

* Since the abolition of the slave trade, (says Mr. M.) we have heard of 
no conviction of this sort; and we may suppose that the severity of the laws* 
as they regard trifling and imaginary offences, will be mitigated* if not 
absolutely altered, in consequence of that humane act. 9 

The chapter on the customs and superstition^ of the natives 
is more concise than we could have wished, though Mr. M. 
makes up its deficiencies in some degree when treating of the 
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separate .states. In general \t accqr^s with Bprman'a account 
The cautions given to new-comers ate $uqh as most persons of 
sense would be able to prescribe to themselves. ? 

After having finished these general remarks, Our author pro- 
ceeds to a more minute description of the different settlement? 
of Europeans and states of the natives, but our 7 limits do not 
allow us to give even an extract from his remarks, He ac- 
count of the attack of the Ashantee forces on the town of 
Annamboe which they destroyed* massacring eight thousand 
of its inhabitants, and of the resistance made to the victorious 
army by the British fort with a garrisou of less than thirty men, 
including officers and .artificers, for several successive days^ 
affords a good idea of the desperate courage of the natives and 
the great ascendancy of European arms and discipline* This 
war took place in the year 1807, and was terminated by a peace 
negociated by the English. 

From the short history of the African company annexed to 
the volume, we learn that the Company of Royal Adventurers 
of England was established by letters patent under the great 
seal in 1662, in order to defend the trade on the coast, from 
,the rapacity of the Dutch who esteemed themselves lords of 
the territory. The measure was not, however, fquud efficient; 
and ten years after, the late Royal African Company pf England 
• was incorporated, to which the Royal Adventurers leded tneir 
possessions. Since the passing of the act pf parliament 
of 1697, the trade has continued tree, but the Company were 
at the expence of. keeping their works in repair till 1730, 
when they obtained a grant from parliament of 10,0001. 
per annum for this purpose. This aid they continued to re- 
ceive till the year 1752, when they ceased to be a company ; 
and their forts, castles, and all other possessions in Africa were 
vested in the new company of merchants trading to Africa, 
who were allowed from 10 to 15,0001. per annum for the sup- 
port of their fortifications, a sum which, since the abolition of 
the slave trade, has been raised to 23,0001. 

From the above account of Mr. Meredith's work it will be 
sufficiently evident to our readers, that it contains a consi- 
derable quantity of instruction: but we cannot say much in 
praise of the mariner in which it is brought forward. T Evi- 
dent traces of carelessness and haste appear every where, and 
. many passages have been suffered to stand, which a friendly 
f editor ought to have erased from Mr. Meredith's manuscript. 
However, where novel and authentic information is to be 
gajned from a book, we are always ready to overlook the want 
'of embellishment; and believing that the work before us ha*' 
this claim upon our indulgence, we dismiss it with our recocn 
mendation. 
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Art. IX. Seteet Remains of the laic Ebcnezer WMte % of Cheater.. To 
which are prefixed Memoirs of his Life, and Extracts from his Cor- 
respondence, By Joseph Fletcher, A. M. With a Preface and * 
short obituary of Mr. White's mother, By the Rev. W. B. Collyer, 
D y D. 12mo. pp. 236. Price 5s 6d. boards. Gale and Co. I8l£ 

CTRONGLY as the human mind is diversified, we can 
hardly conceive it to be, so diametrically contrasted, as 
that any reader of this slender volume should not, in some 
measure, sympathize with the very interesting character 
which it faithfully pourtrays; Mr. White was evidently pos- 
sessed of genius and piety ; but stt constituted in body and 
mind, as to be always in action or in affliction, and usually 
in both. He seems to have been continually agitated, and 
sometimes carried away, by the torrent of his natural feeling^ 
which, at the same time, were of that delicate and tender 
cast, which excites commiseration unmingled with ^isgysf. 
Dissatisfied with himself, discouraged by the insensibility or 
indelicacy of others, but gratefully partial to his friends, he 
retained his early attachments, while he relinquished, one 
after another, situations in, which he had prematurely 
flattered himself with durable comfort and usefulness. To 
a disposition like his, religion was the only preiervati\e 
from despair and ruin : and it happily prevailed, throughout 
the greater part of bis limited coursfe, jto restrict the excessi s 
of his feelings, and to direct his talents and energies to the 
most irpf)ortaut purposes. 

Such was the subject of the publicftipn before us; of which 
the . greater proportion is occupied by Mr. Whitens « ReU 
mains" — consisting of letters, devotional and theological ex- 
tracts, and poems : and pf these, the epistolary and poetical 
pieces are almost equally hiographiqal, with the introductory 
additions of his affectionate friends— ope of whom .was his 
fellow student, and the othet a member of t the first' Christian , 
So^iety- % of which he accepted fhe pastoral charge. 

Mr. White was bdrh in 1771, and haying the' advantage 
of a religious education, he. discovered, it seems, so re pi ark- 
able a progress both in : partjs and 1 pjpty, a*, at ten ,yeirs of 
a S?> to i officiate as ' the chaplaih of the tamily circle* when 
lijs father i was absent No, great' sagacity was requisite to 
foresee, that such a ^youth,. if he lived to maturity, and tcj- 
tained the proper effects of early instruction, would become 




or 

confident in their predictions. This portion of his life, too, 
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was thrown upon troublesome times. How. could a suscep- 
tible youth, panting for (t freedom," resist the infatuating 
splendour of the French Revolution ? Approaching the ex- 
piration of his servitude, be called on bis young* compa- 
nions : 

4 With social mirth, serene and gay, 

Come celebrate with me, 
The welcome, memorable day, 

That seta a bond-man tree • • . • 
Come break the yoke, and bunt the bands, 

And let us hope to see 
Freedom extend to distant lands, 

As it extends to me f pp. 173, 174. 

A yet more dangerous delusion coincided with this* 
Paine's miscalled Age of Reason derived its fatal success from 
the political ferment tvhicb ushered it into public notice. It 
was but a step farther, to regard infidelity in the light of 
emancipation from prejudice and priestcraft. Mr. White's 
religion seems to have been rather that of the affections, than 
of the understanding: and although his early impressions 
and habits happily guarded bim, amidst seductions which 
have slain their tens of thousands, against every kind of 
licentiousness, their force had been so much diminished 
during his apprenticeship, that his principles were easily 
shaken by the popular apostle of Deism. Add to this, that 
he had undergone a preparatory seduction from " pure and 
undefiled religion," by an unhappy predilection for the 
ministry of the notorious Huntington. u Many a time," says he, 
" when a boyish dupe, have I run sweating to Huntington's, 
to be amused, or surprized, when my conscience might have 
been more effectually searched, and my mind edified at 
White Row." p. 17. He afterwards laboured strenuously to 
detect and efface those antinomian errors, to the propagation 
of which the labours of that celebrated personage appear to 
be devoted ; though it may be doubted, perhaps, whether their 
effects were ever completely eradicated from his own mind. 
Be this as it may, trie young speculator had discernment 
enough to discover that the pulpiteer's rejection of che moral 
law as a rule of conduct, was a much less consistent, and a 
less effectual mode of exemption from restraint of the na- 
tural inclinations, than Paine's complete rejection of divine 
revelation 

• I was once,' says he, c very nearly an infidel. Paine's Age of 
Reason opened an amazing setae to my view. Till then I never dreamed 
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that the scriptures of the writers of them were ever suspected pf forgery. 
Pake's arguments mightily shook my implicit faith in the Bible. I 
happened too, at that time, to fall into the company of some injudicious 
christians, whose credulity and cant filled me with unutterable disgust. 
Their weakness joined with the impiety of my own heart, had nearly 
driven me from the little profession which I then made. It is remark- 
able that many late freethinkers, in the lower and middle ranks of society, 
were such as once professed religion. Perhaps by reading a good deal 
of polemic divinity, they lost that simplicity and gentleness of disposi- 
tion, so essential to the Christian character. They then gave up one 
point of Christian doctrine after another ; perhaps they met with infidel 
acquaintances, who advised them to read such authors as Chubb, 
Tyndal, Morgan, Collins, Shaftsbury, Voltaire, &c. From being ra- 
tional Christians, they become Christian deists. Tbey next become phi- 
losophical deists, treat Christ as an impostor, and end in absolute scepti- 
cism. I once thought a sensible man might go as far as Deism, and 
there stop ; that is, that he might believe in God, Providence, the obli- 
gations of mutual justice and virtue, and a future state, and give up all 
the rest as nonsense and knavery. But I am now confident that we 
must believe the whole of Christianity ; and that a deist is within one 
degree of an atheist. Infidelity in fact is nothing but an apology for vice ; it 
is the attempt of wicked hearts to throw off the restraints which the awful * 
sanctions of religion would lay upon their lusts and passions.' pp. 39, 40. 

With feelings so susceptible he must have been unutterably 
wretched, had he become wholly the victim of infidelity ; and 
his course to a still more dreadful eternity would doubtless 
have been rapid and short. * But,* says Mr. F., 

« his mind did not long remain under the influence of these unrea- 
sonable suspicions, and his faith became stronger by the conflict he had 
endured. Often during bis apprenticeship he had entertained serious 
thoughts of devoting himself to the work of the ministry; and he 
found a kind and intelligent friend in the late Rev. John Olding, of 
Deptford, who encouraged his serious and studious inclination, and 
directed him in his reading. When his engagements with Mr. Butler 
expired, his anxiety about the important question, whether or not he should 
become a candidate for the ministry, was so urgent and distressing, that he 
resolved to state ingenuously all his feelings and impressions to some 
Christian friend ; and at length, by the special recommendation of the late 
Rev. John Reynolds, of Camomile Street, he offered himself as a proba- 
tioner for the ministry, to the directors of Hoxton Academy* 9 pp. 3, 4. 

We refer to Mr. White's own language in verse and prose, 
those of our readers who wish to peep into the arcana of 
dissenting academies and congregations : but we would warn 
them against the influence of quick feelings on some points of 
the delineation. Mr. W.'s constitutional melancholy, in- 
deed, unfitted him for the trials that await a dissenting minister, 
almost as much as those of Cowper (the object of his delight 
and imitation) disqualified him for the post of a barrister. His 
choice, also, of situations (for his talents and character ensured 
him a copious selection) was unfortunately injudicious* He 
4 QL2 
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declined several in which his abilities and manners would 
have attracted geheral attention and respect, for a secluded 
village: and this, he afterwards exchanged for a county town, 
in which the congregation was notoriously heterogeneous and 
discordant. These circuiustanpjes concurred to foster that 
aljlicting dejection, the disposition to which \\e seems to have 
inherited from his excellent mother. 

The cpntrast which he has drawn of his owivlot with that of 
ojbpirs, (pp. 142, if ) is sufficient to shew that his feelings 
MWe hot uhadapted tp poetical energy ; and the various short 
compositions which hp-hasleft, though encumbered with pro- 
saic lines (which he would probably have amended had he de- 
signed them for publication) suffice to prove that he might have 
reputable versifier, bad his mind not been otherwise 
Almost all his pieces are on serious, if not pi* 
subjects. In one of them, however, the fertile 
equivoque; in the pccupatibns. of a gardener, isana- 
h a playful dexterjty. Th$ following address to the 
jvuuan uarp is neither the best, nor the worst, of the small 
selection here published. 

' Unaided by Cecilian art, 
Sweet chorister* thy notes impart 

Sincere delight to me 1 
Thy simple octaye entertains, 
With all the mellow-flowing strains— 

Of wild variety! 
But silent thou, a useless toy, 
Till due precautions we $nipJby» 

And hush /the clam'rous i throng. 
In a devout position laid, ^ 
As if i 9 invoke celestial aidr— 

Then swells thy charming spng! 

So in a pensive mood, and sad, 
(For souls there are, not always glad, 

Nor such unknown to me) 
Soft friendship charms the doom away, 
Its soothing breath revives, the play 

Of mental harmony. 

The faithful preacher. lays to view 
The Christian system, pure and true-* 

A toneless harp to me ! 
Till vital breezes, from above. 
Wake up the energies of Love— 
" Then sweet the melody ! 
j harp!, inconcprd let us dwell, 
by made shall the spleen dispel. 
Aha anxious cares remove ; 
Till— ^11 my tale of sorrow told, 
I change thee for a harp of gold» 

And join the choirs abote! f pp. 168, 169. 



Myl 
Thy 



Digitized by 



Google 



White's Remains* iftW 

The few of his letter* that are giveja, do credit tyrth to the 
writer and the selector. The private meditations evince the 
devotional turn and habits, which, doubtless, chiefly contri- 
buted to the support of the author's mind, under its outward 
apd ijiward trials. On trie whole, this volume is not qnly inte- 
resting, but highly instructive : and the latter, both for imitation 
and warning, especially to young men designed for, or 
engaged in, the ministry of the gospel. , , 

The papers here published, or reprinted, shew that Mr. W. 
was zealously intent on doing good. He successively found 
occasions of refuting Antinomians, Swedeoborgians, and Ro* 
man Catholics; of consoling the afflicted, and advising his 
yoiinger friends of both sexes. The writer of this article hap* 
pened personally and intimately to know Mr, W. in the earlier 
part of his course; and can bear bis testimony to the indefati* 
gable activity, not merely in preaching, but in the religious 
instruction of children, and in every mode of doing 
good, which characterised his deceased friend. His manners 
were delicate and auaiablq in a high degree. No, young 
preacher of equal talents and acceptance, appeared to be more 
completely free from self conceit, or intrusive forwardness ; 
and in many instances his ministry was signally useful. He did 
not trust to the precarious effect, of unconnected subjects for 
his discourses, when he had opportunity of pursuing a conti- 
nued series: but a plan of this kind, which is inserted (pp. 13, 
14) appears to us too defective to pass unnoticed, lest it should 
be adopted by any one implicitly as a pattern. Mr. W. pro- 
posed, 

' On ford's day mornings, to pursue regular serie3 of subjects, so as to. 
form an accurate body of divinity. On afternoons, to discuss those pas* . 
sages wherein the gospel is summarily announced in successive passages of 
scripture. This done, to succeed with the covenant of grace,'—' in its 
general disclosure, the Father's engagement to the son, &c. &c.; then to 
proceed with the promises o/*Chrm, to Christ, in Christ, to the church in 
general, to saints in particular, &c.' pp. 13, 14. 

The extreme danger of repetition, or, of " wire-drawing,* 1 
and " hair-splitting" the proposed subjects, in proceeding on 
such a plan, is obvious: but it seeps liable to weightier objec- 
tions, especially from its exclusion of those, practical topics, 
whjch sq largely engross the writings of the New Testament. 
These formed the substance of our Lord's personal ministry; 
these mostly occupied, as indeed they occasioned, the epistles; 
on these, the apostles dwelt in their discourses; and by these, 
even the book of Revelation is pervaded. The sublimest doc- 
trines of the gospel are usually introduced by the inspired 
writers, for the evident and avowed purpose of enforcing some 
point of Christian conduct. Mr. White had been too well 
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instructed 'from above, to lose sightof this indispensable object 5 
his letters promote -practical piety, or oppose practical evils; 
and his sermons were doubtless designed for the same great 
ends. But the question is, whether he might not have adopted 
a more effectual method of accomplishing them ? It is * 
question, indeed, that concerns every minister, every student, 
every hearer of the gospel : and the most unexceptionable 
answer that can be given, is an appeal to inspired examples. 
What was our Lord's reply to Nicodemus ? " Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." — To the 
young Ruler ? " Give all thou hast to the poor, and follow 
me."— To Martha? "One thing is needful." The apostle 
Paul, likewise was aware, that mankind in general know 
more than they practise, and that, without conviction of 
sin, they can feel no interest in the doctrines of salvation. 
When Felix therefore sent for him, to hear concerning the 
Faith of Christ,' he "reasoned with him of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgement to come." While a vast pro- 
portion of the clergy fatally err, on the one hand, by keep- 
ing out of sight the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel, and 
on the other by substituting mere morality for evangelical 
holiness, — the more enlightened of them, together with mul- 
titudes of dissenting teachers, in shunning these rocks, are 
sometimes apt to fly to an opposite extreme, and dwell 
upon a system of doctrines, which, without being closely 
and continually applied, fosters " the knowledge that puffeth 
up, not the charity which edifieth." 

To return to the subject of the book. His acute feelings, 
from a variety of causes, gradually undermined his constitution^ 
and, having tried too late the effects of a voyage to Dublin, 
he resigned his charge, and a few months afterwards his life, 
when he had completed only the fortieth year of his age. 
He was deeply lamented, as he had been justly beloved, 
by all who were acquainted with his worth, especially his sur- 
viving brethren in the ministry. One of them hardly more 
than half his age, of the most eminent qualifications for 
usefulness, who spoke over his grave, and was to have edited 
his literary remains, was cut off by a most afflicting casualty, 
before he could fulfil that friendly office. — But this subject 
awakens feelings that peremptorily demand its close. Our 
hearts have too recently bled, from a similar stroke, to admit 
of any other addition, than our Lord's apostrophe to his ' 
heavenly Father, " not my will, but thine be done !" 
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Art X* A Chronological Abridgment of the History of Great Britain, 
from the first invasion of the Romans to the year 1763. With 
genealogical and political tables. By Ant. Fr. Bertrand de Mole- 
ville. 4 vols, 8vo.pp. 510, 483, 576,580. Price 21. 10s. Cadeli 
and Davies. 1812. 

'P'HERE is no kind of historical composition more useful, 
perhaps none, in reality, more interesting, than that 
of which the president Henault has given the most perfect 
example. He has described, briefly but distinctly, and, in 
many instances, with great depth and originality, the prin- 
cipal events, laws, and customs connected with the external 
and domestic history of France: his work is full of remarks 
and illustrations, the result of extensive, if not always exact, 
research : and in short there are few f^ooks, which, in so 
small a compass, contain so much and such important 
matter. 

A history of England executed on the same plan, and 
with equal ability, would doubtless supply a material 
deficiency in our literature : but we are by no means of 
opinion, that the vacant space is fully occupied by the 
work before us, althpugb in itself considered it has con- 
siderable value. It is* written, on the whole with spirit and 
talent, is compiled from good sources, and accompanied 
by short chronological tables and memoranda, appended to 
each of the nine periods into which is it divided. For this 
departure from the plan of Henault, M. de Moleville assigns 
various reasons, but none of them appear to us quite sa- 
tisfactory. It will be necessary, indeed, to abandon al- 
together the reference to the President, and consider these 
volumes as merely containing a new abridgment of the History 
of England, upon a larger scale, and with higher pretensions 
than usual. 

Viewing the work in this light, however, we think the 
author has both extended it to an impolitic length, and has 
mingled with it too much of what is commonly called the 
" philosophy' 7 of history. The narrative of an abridgment 
is necessarily naked and imperfect. What it principally re- 
quires is dexterity in throwing forward the important points, 
and in marking inferior circumstances rapidly but distinctly* 
It is obvious that in order to accomplish this, all comment, 
all discussion, all inference, must be discarded ; the space- 
so occupied being wanted for other and indispensable pur- 
poses. Besides, the readers of abridgments are generally of 
a cast to trouble themselves very .little about reasoning 
and investigation : they have either no time or no relish 
for mental exercise: they want merely to know what oc* 
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curred at a certain time, to be? told a few particulars of 
the occurrence, and to be carried from one event to ano- 
ther with as little expenditure as possible of time and at- 
tention. By this class of readers we fear, the, slight and 
superficial sketch attributed to Goldsmith will be more 
highly prised thaft the very superior abstract of M. de 
Moleville. 

This history is divided into mil* periods : the first 'from 
the first expedition of Caesar in Britain to its invasion by the 
Saxon*:' the second frooi the termination of the first to 
the- end of the Heptarchy: the third to the feignof William 
of Normandy : the foflrtfr to the reign of Henry 2nd: the 
fifth to the reign of Henry 4tb i the sixth to Henry 7th.: 
the seventh to the accession of the house of Stuart : the eighth 
Comprehends the history and expulsiott of that dynasty : tfe6 
ninth concludes the work, 

M^de Moleville appears, oti most occasions, to barter con- 
sulted original authorities. For this he certainly merits praise i 
but the labours of preceding inquirers- have made this task so 
comparatively easy, as* to leave little more to their successors* 
than- the care of verifying the accuracy of their references. A 
more familiar acquaintance^ with the sources of their in- 
formation, or a more impartial investigation of tftfeiriaiporti 
would* we are persuaded, have frequently led our author to 
different results : nor can we receive, without pretty' close scru- 
tiny, the statements and comments made by a Frettthirian of 
the anaen regime on the origin, the progress, and the sanction 
of our English liberties* It is full t4me> however, to furnish 
our readers with a i specimen or two of the manner in which thfc 
work- is written. 

After describing the escape of Robert Brace f*om the Eng- 
lish court, our author proceeds as follows. 

* He arrived in a few days at Dumfries, the chief seat of his family 
interest, where he found a great number of the Scottish nobility assembled, 
and among them the traitor Cumming. He discovered to them the object 
of his journey, and represented to them with the greatest energy, that 
in the desperate extremity to which they were reduced it were better 1 for 
them at once to perish like brtve men with swords in their hands, tfeantB 
dread long, and at last undergo the fate of the unfortunate- Wallace* 

« The spirit with which this- discourse was delivered, the botd«efltimentf 
which it conveyed, assisted by Brace's manly deportment, and by; the graces 
of his youth, roused all those principles of indignation and; revenge with 
which the Scottish nobles had long^eco secretly actuated* They according 
ly declared their unanimous resolution to second the courage of Bruce, id 
asserting his and their undoubted rights • against their common oppres- 
sors. Cumming alone, who had secretly, concerted his measures with 
the king, opposed this general determination By his representations Ctf 
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the great power of England, governed by a Prince of such uncommoa 
vigour ana abilities. , Bruce already apprized of his perfidy, followed him 
on the dissolution of the assembly, attacked him in the cloisters of the 
Gray Ftfaip, and runnings him through the body, left him for dead. Sir 
Thomas Jurkpatric asking him if the traitor was slain ; " I believe so,!* 
Replied Bruce ; « and yet is that a, matter/' cried Kirkpatric* '* to he left 
to conjecture ? I .will secure bkmj'i upon wbicn he drew his dagger, , rao 
tp Cumming, and stabbed him to the heart* The family of Kirkpatric 
took for the crest of their arms which they still; wear, a hand with a 
bloody dagger^aod chose for the motto these wonds, " I will secure him." 

To us, this detail appears tame, spiritless, and in several 
.points incorrect; the following account from the preface to the 
murder ot Caerlaveroc in the third volume of Mr. Scott's Min- 
strelsy, is in all respects its perfect contrast. 

* In the year 1304, Bruce abruptly left the court of England, and 
held an interview, in die Dominical church of Dumfries with John, 
surnamed from the colour of his hair, the. lied Cuming, a powerful 
chieftain, who had formerly held a the regency of Scotland.** It is 
said by the Scottish historians, that he upbraided Cuming with having 
betrayed to the 1 English monarch a scheme formed betwixt them, for 
asserting the independence of Scotland. The English writers maintain 
that Bruce proposed such a plan to Cuming, which he rejected with 
scorn, as inconsistent^ with the fealty he had sworn to Edward. The 
dispute, however it began, soon waxed' high betwixt two fierce and 
independent barons. At length, standing before the high altar of the 
church, Cuming gave Bruce the lie, and Bruce, retaliated by a stroke 
of his poniard. Full of confusion and remorse for a homicide com- 
mitted in a sanctuary, the future monarch of Scotland rushed out of the 
church with the bloody poniard in his hand, Kirkpatric and Lindsay, 
two barons who faithfully adhered to him, were waiting at the gate. 
To their earnest and anxious enquiries into the cause of his emotion, 
Bruce answered, I doubt I have slain the Red Cuming ! ' doubtest 
thou? 9 exclaimed Kirkpatric, 'I make sure!' Accordingly, with 
Lindsay and a few followers, he rushed into the church, and dis- 
patched the wounded Cumin?. Hence the crest of Kirkpatric is a 
hand grasping a dagger, distilling gouts of blood proper, motto, ' / 
mak sicker.' 

Of the parallel which M. deMoleville has traced between the 
character of our Charles 1st and Louis 16th of Fiaqce, the 
followng portion is, we think, the best. 

* There remains a peculiar disparity worth noticing, between the cha- 
racter of Charles \. and Lewis XVI. The latter, though endowed 
with the same personal courage and intrepidity as Charles, was much 
more deficient in that vigour of resolution which the situation of both 
to essentially required. But what is still more remarkjble, that the 
history of Charles J. which Lewis never failed to read every day from 
the beginning of the revolution to the end of his life, instead of point* 

Vol. VIII. 4 R 
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fog out to him the measures which, duiy coasideriiig die diflenende *tf *&* 
mmstances, he was $0 pursue jot ftp avoid, proved oa the contrary the 
most pernicious of all instructions to itiiip, impressed as lie was, from 
the insurrections that tookpkceon'the^ch and 6th of October, 17S9, wtih 
the idea that his own murder must absolutely be the final catastrophe of 
the revolution ; bis constant anxiety lor the honour of his country, made 
fcim wiah above all things that the name of the French nation should 
aetvqr be stained with the indelible stigma of such an execrable deed, 
•which he diought eouid he prevented only by a private assassination ; 
and as he had entirely made up his mind about k, his whole attention 
in Charles's history, was ever fixed on those measures which had, or 
might have been, construed into acts' of treason againt the nation. Thence 
his unshaken resolution of never employing his armies against any re- 
volutionary commotion, though it was universally acknowledged bjr all 
parties, that had the king appeared in arms at the head of a few of 
his troops, all the revolutionary schemes or conspiracies, and the revolu- 
tion itself, would instantly have been at an end. Charles's conduct in 
the English revolution sufficiently evinces that he would never have 
committed such a fault, nor would he have hesitated, in many favourable 
occasions that occurred, to dissolve . the national assembly, as he had 
four times dissolved his parliaments $ and this measure, secured by the 
mere appearance of a few troops, would have been- no less efficacious for 
r tihe immediate overthrow of the revolution 5 thence it may be inferred, 
that had he been king of France at that period, the French revolution 
never would have taken place. Qn the other hand, if we cpnsider how 
far Lewis XVI. was from harbouring any jealousy about his? prerogative 
ox any idea of enlarging it ty encroachments upon the privileges or liber- 
ties of the people, and how readily he consented to the redress of all 
"grievances on that respect, we might perhaps as fairly conclude from its 
that had he been king pf England at the time of the revolution, his full 
and easy compliance to the demands with which it was introduced, would 
have not left the shadow of a pretence for i£.' . 

Our auribof in Ms preface expresses "Ms regret, that inability 
to sustain the expence of a translation should have compeljed 
him to trust to his own skill in the Eqglisb language. This 
apology was altogether unnecessary. His English is remark- 
ably good — indeed, with a few exceptions, idiomatic, an4 
is altogether incomparably better than he could have obtained 
•from the translators usually employed by the trade. He 
states bis intention, if we understand hrai rightly, of publishing 
two reductions of this abridgement ; one on a rery small 
scale for tfcie use of schools, and the other in a medium 
between the twp. We hope that he will be enabled to exe- 
cute this plan* by tfoe sale of the present volumes. 
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Art. XT^ An historical and descriptive Account of the far Specut <f 
pBratna* Shtefi, called Cameras de la ticrra; to which are added* 
Particulars respecting the Domestication of the two wild. Species* and 
tfee Experiments hitherto made by the Spaniards to cross the respective 
Jfreeds, to improve their Wools, &c. By WiUiam Walton, jun. Svo. 
Price 8s; Longman and Co. 1811 • 

£ONSKDERING die extreme jealousy with which the Spaniards have 
. aknost invariably viewed every attempt to investigate tlie internal eco- 1 
«omy of their American possessions, arid the cbnsequent difficulty of ob* 

ttuaiog information on subjects connected with it, we ought not, perhaps, 
to wonder that so- little, arid that littie almost altogether erroneous, ha* 
tanvhitfcerto known of the u interesting animals," whose habits' and 
description are detailed' in this memoir. It must, however, be confessed^ 
that this ignorance Hasbeen brought down to rather too recent a date, and 
ShaCin the years 18 Id add? 1811 naturalists ought to have known better 
than to confound the Alpaca With the Guariaco, or With the Llama, and 
the Llama with the Vicuna* The present publication will put? an end to 
thiB uncertainty: It: contains as much, probably, as is 1 necessary* to be 
loowriupon the subject, and although not remarkably well written, exhi- 
bits a greater share ofl observation and godd sense, than a reader of the 
Present State of the Spanish Colonies would be prepared tb expect. 

The Peruvian sheep called by the Spaniards " Carneros de la Tierra* 
or country sheep*?' are- of four distinct kinds; the Llama arid Alpaca* 
Which are domesticated and used 1 as beasts of burden, and the Guanacd 
and Vicuna, which are as yet wild. It is a singular circumstance that* 
notwithstanding the general equality of the temperature wkh that of their 
iatrvernwMitains^ these animals are not to be" found' native in Quito, Santa 
£e> or Caraccas ; and the only reason Which the American naturalists 
lave been able to assign for* thi* fact? is, thai a' particular species of grass, 
Common in the Cordilleras, is supposed not to exist in the regions north 
of the Line. 

The Lkraair «' fronr four tafbtir add a half, sometime* five feet in 
^eighti) and abdutthe same in length: His shape slightly resembles that 
ef the fallow deer* but tapers greatly 'at the loins, so as to produce a very 
ssftalli waist,, that appears to prolong under the two haunches, like that of 
»>< greyhound.' He- hast no horns* his hoof isdivided,« arid the fore 
parts arrarmedi with two ipdurated, black, horny, hooked spurs, resera- 
bMng.tto talons of a bird of prey, that serve to support him on the flakes 
of frozen^ and sh^pery snow;- which cover die precipices and declivities of 
* his native mountains/ ' Below the breast, upon the sternum,. is a callo- 
tky 9 i or flake of a horny^ substance, about six itiches long arid three wide, 
a* in thecoanel^bu*;which^nnant, add after him Dr. Shaw, has wrbrigly 
co&d aprotuberance. On this he restsj for when he lies down, as he 
bends his legs under him? his body falls and is * received orithis substance* 

* with ^8> sensible- noise.? The fleece of the Llama is coarse* and mixed 
with' hair* but answers perfectly well for blankets, friezes and coarstf 
woollen*. The skin is extremely hard} and but Utile used by the tarffter. 
The^XMrimoo priceoT this useful animal it* three dollars, and his ave- ' 
rage load" lOCuba. In their journies they are preceded by z regularfy 
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trained Llama, who is decorated with flag*, ribbons and bells, and thr 
Indian driver brings up the rear. Of this race of men the fbUowing pain- 
ful, but, probably hot inaccurate description is given. 

* As a conquered being he' (the Indian ) ' hates and detests the Spaniard; 
mistrusts him in every act, negociation or intercourse, even when they 
appear advantageous. He assists ind obeys him, because he is his supe- 
rior; an expression of regard seldom escapes his lips; he is scarcely 
reduced to servitude, but by fear and rigour ; he is fond of solitude ana 
retirement; abstemious; superstitious in his exterior worship; reserved, 
cautious, melancholy ; has a peculiar sadness marked on his face, in hie 
voice, and song %, a promptitude to deny any thing that is asked of him ; a 
great obliqueness of answer; food of his children,- cruel to his wife; 
disrespectful to his aged parents; capable' of remaining in the same 
posture for hours, without moving or speaking, with a variety of other 
characteristic traits, but yet fond of his Llama, whom he pats and caresses.' 

The Alpaca is somewhat smaller than the Llama, but resembles him" 
generally in his habits and conformation. He is gentle and attached to 
his master, and appears to be even a milder and more submissive slave than 
the Llama. But the chief value of the Alpaca is derived from his 
* long, lank and flaxy fleece,' which obtains the same price as * that of 
the common sheep, but is much cleaner, and sells for seven or eight 
rials per arroba (25lbs) or four cents per pound.' 

The Guanaco ' is the largest of the two species of wild Peruvian sheep, 
yet generally rather smaller than the Alpaca, of course less than 
the Llama.' The colour is commonly ' a russet brown or reddish/ 
but in a few instances white. He. is fierce and swift, and it is ex* 
tremely difficult to take him alive. Under the government of the 
lncas, the chace of the Guanaca nnd the Vicuna was exclusively a royal 
pastime. The best bezoars are produced by this animal, which is pro* 
nounced by Mr. Walton, ' the least interesting of the* four species of 
Peruvian sheep,' and its fleece ' the coarsest, the most. shaggy, and 
least valuable.' 

The Vicuna is by far the smallest, most delicate, and- from the fineness 
and consequent nature of its wool, the * most interesting' of the country 
sheep. Its height seldom exceeds three feet. ' The general appearance 
of the Vicuna/ says Mr. W., is rather ungraceful, compared with the 
other three species, for it has neither t-he erect and majestic aspect of the 
Llama ; the soft expressive looks of the Alpaca, nor the spirited and 
independent carriage of the Guanaco. Its eyes are black, but they are 
unmeaning ; they are rather round than oblong ; and the pupils project, 
which gives the animal a degree of vacant stare.' 

This species is extremely timid, and herds together on the snowy tracts 
of the Peruvian mountains. It is supposed to intermix occasionally with* 
tfie Guanaco. The flesh is ' very good eating,' and the skin worth about 
three or four rials, (27d.) 

The remainder of the book is occupied by an. investigation of die 
practicability of domesticating (he Alpaca and the Vicuna, and of training 
them to the climate of Europe, and by various details connected with the 
wool trade, which are scarcely susceptible of abstract. The plates are 
very respectably executed. 
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Sermmon Early Piety. 1011 

Art. XII. Poems. By Whiston Bristow. 8vo. pp." ISO. J. M. RicharoV 

son" 1812. » 

TJEADERS less fastidious than ourselves, at well as less doubtful 

of the mora] tendency of amatory lays, will, we dare say, find this 

assemblage of u blue eyes," " dewy lips/* and «* snowy arms," very 

pretty and entertaining. * 

Alt. XIII. An account of the different Charities belonging U the Poor of 
the County of Norfolk, abridged from the returns under Gilbert's act* 
to the House of Commons in 1786 \ and from the Terriers in the 
office of the Lord Bishop of Norwich. By Zachary Clark. Long-* 

- man and Co. 1811. 

|L|R. CLARK a resident at Downham, in Norfolk, and a member 
of the Society of Friends, was led to originate this very laborious* 
difficult, and expensive enquiry, by the apprehension that * charities 
left by benevolent individuals for the use ot the poor were often mis- 
managed and mis-applied.' A brief, but extremely interesting history 
of his researches is given in the preface, written by Mr. Thomas Clarkson, 
and from many of the documents quoted in the body of the work, it 
seems unavoidable to infer, that an indolent acquiescence in prescriptive 
abuses prevails extensively to the serious injury of the interests of the 
poor. The public, we think, is deeply indebted to Mr. Clark for hi« 
active philanthropy, and we cordially job in the hope which he ex- 
presses ; « 

4 That individuals, seeing these terriers in print for their res- 
pective parishes, would actually step forward in behalf of the poor, and 
. secure to them their just rights wherein they appeared to have been in* 
▼adedL He fcadalsQ another hope, viz. that as he himself had endea- 
voured to collect in one book the Charities belonging to his own county, 
others might be induced to make sirmlar collections for those to which 
they respectively belonged ; so that one following the example of ano- 
ther, the rights of the poor might in time be ascertained, and put upon 
record through the whole kinz&m*' . 

Ip two instances, Mr. Clark has been enabled by the restrit of bit en- 
ooiries, and by his personal interference, to increase considerably the 
funds of the parochial poor. ' 

Art. XIV. Early Piety* a Sermon on Proverbs, Chap. iv. verse {*. 
Addressed to the Children of Sunday Schools. By a Friend to Youth* 
12mo.pp. 21. Price 6d. Hatchard. 1818. 

HPHI$ is at once an useful and interesting discourse. It is written In 
a stile, qomewhat too gay, perhaps, for the sobriety of rigid criticism, 
but well adapted to captivate the imagination of youthful readers. ' A 
very extraordinary and impressive anecdote Is introduced, £p. 12.) of a 
wretched drunkard, roused in the very moment of intoxication to a sense 
of his guilt and danger, by the strong and seasonable admonitions of the 
Writer of this tract. 
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Art. XV. History of Charles the Great and' Orlando? ascribed to 
Archbishop Turpin ; translated from the Latin in Spanheim's Lives of 
ecclesiastical Writers ; together with the most celebrated ancient Spa- 
nish: Ballads relating to the twefop ftems •£ France mentioned nt Don 
Quixote? with English metrical Venrionv, By Thomas- Rodd. In 
two Vol* 8vo. ppu 275> 232. Price li. Is. Raddr 1812. 
A Publication consisting of a mass of dull and monstrous fictions, des~ 
tkiite of the slig hte st pretension to historical accuracy hr, we must 
kpnesdy confess, very little to bur tattev Aa for the Edit**, he* has, it i» 
true,, translated a strung of Spanish ballad* into loose English verse, but 
has completely evaded every opportunity of giving interest or importance 
to his collections. A cOmonehensive historical eoquirvy in the form of a 
preliminary dissertation, might, in the hands of a weft informed and ele- 
gant writer, have formed a valuable accession to the literature of romance; 
Sat this seems to have been a task beyond the powers, or at least, die 
industry of Mr. Rodd. Hfe contents himself with a long extract from 
Ifr. Ellis byway of introduction to Turjrin*» lying fcgend, and makes £ 
narration of the bat* of Roncesvalles from a' Spanish Chrotriclfe answer 
l!te purpose of a * preface 'to- the balfaA; The latter, at least* shoulchhave 
heeft- die subject of some 4 historical discussion ;. for so completely db the* 
Frenelv and? Spanish 1 writers differ in their account of it, as* to render it 
#3ttt*mdy-doubtra! f whether any such batde was fought during die reign 
•f Chariemagneritis ^ctmentftoed in- the chronicle of Alphoaso me 
Ofreav, and 4 it appears* pretty dear that Mariana more than suspected it. to* 
be- a mere invention. 

In addition to these sins of omission ^fr. Rodd has thought it an ex> 
efetfent speculation to swell the bulk of his publication by printing the ori- 
ginal along with* his version. We cannot . think that this will answer hist 
putpose. Few people will buy Spanish ballads at so dear ar rate. IF he* 
wished his book to take He should have followed the example of Mr. Sllis; 
given* a spirited prose sketchy with occasional specimens of each romance, 
aotfirichided the whole in a single volume. 

-— * — s L_, , , , i ■ ■ , • ^ ..l..* „ .> .... 

of Science and general Knowledge; digested, principally; id* plain andf 
- instructive Tables* tp which- am added, some rational* Recreations- in 
Numbers^ with easy and expeditfoutf Methods of constructing magic 
" nuares, and Specimens of some in the higher. Gifts*; By the* Rfer. 
noma*. Watson*. London. Longman, and Co. lSli- 
WEhelie*etmaude-+ageta Thebook isbotlt cO» 

. feadioittiadtujfefuL 

1 nf i m I 1 1 1 i n n n i ii i n 'w ■ ■!■ . '! u. ■ ri 1 mn iUWi » 

Art. XVII. J new System of Arithmetic) incfodim?, Specimens of a, mc, 
1 tSod'by. wliich*most.Antlitae^ be pei#rmed witl- 



S3 UJ 

The 




Bud&IBCE 

CO far from agreeing with Mr. Clark, in supposing JtatotflMtfel* 4 wfcfr 
^ have gained their knowledge in arithmetic through the medium 
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Hernials Themes '^f Admtrtfttm. i<yfB 

of English works an this science, ' hate yet to jbmm the rules of 
auhrtractioo, mifltiaikatioci, aid division,' we, ate iquise* convinced 
Aba* there is up country in Europe wbece the principles and . psaotice 
pf arithmetic ane Jjptter uoderwofd tfean >io our owDT~*pd farmer* : that if 
*he cxoeUefft Jittle hooks of Hutton, ,Bo#oyeajtle and &eitb.,fweje * 
ie superseded by tiis self-confident gontlemaa'a octavo* arifhmeut woeid 
ie as Bole known in England* w less than thirty years iropi the juntas* 
time, as the Syriac language. 

Art XVlII. Themes of Admiration, a philosophical poem. With othef 
Metrical Specimens. By T. Reining, Svo.pp. 160. Price 7s 6d. 
Sherwood and Co. 1812. 

TN publishing this volume Mr. Heming states himself to hare been 
— chielly actuated by a desire of ascertaining the rank he may rairjy 
claim, in the literary commonwealth. ' It may be demanded/ he Bays, 
' why we do not weigh with hamiJtty our<owa prete n / ion s . For myself 
I reply that / want a mrnpara&ut Mmkfexm wh$ck 1 < could satisfactorily 
estimate. I am s»ftt able -to boast the prolific fancy of a Shakespeare, 
the capacity of a M2&00, tfaprvfinnJitgd; a Pope, or the pathos of a 
Thompson/. But what then ?— * Is the sparrow. found to .sit mo$e,&c 
because the nightingale, fcc/ ... 

The unparalleled modesty of this dieclaimer must strongly interest 
every reader of taste and discernment in the author's favour. In thi#- 
age of * pretention* for a bard like Mr. Heming voluntarily to* come for- 
ward with a confession of inferiority to such writers as Milton and 
fitafcesptart, if really a very extraordinary proceeding, and will, we 
doobt not, inspire our readers with a vehement onpatience to obtain posset* 
sion of some spectssens of *a commodity ' of which the vender merely 
ventures to affirm that it is * compounded of original elusion and genuine 
morality.'— « In the following paragraph extracted bom. the philosophi- 
cal poem, they will be reminded of the ' capacity of a Milton,' the fapcy 
of a Shakespeare, and the profoundly of a Pope,' only to admire' how 
delightfully tney are combined in the person of a rieming. ] 

€ The splendid sun displays his burnished dxess 

The grand Chronometer of days and years j 

The seasons' guide, who, traversing his walk 

Purges and qualifies the vital air, 

Distils refreshment o'er the herbage beds 

Well rectified, and— nourishes the earth. 

The geocentric moon, crescent or orb, 

Whose law impulsive to the restless deep 

Its verge of slow or lowest neap prescribes; 

The mariners' and lovers* grateful lamp 

Compass of months, Hyperion's stately bride, 

Who, with him dancing through the grand s a look 

Varied positions shews ; now changing sides, 

Now face to face with bolder countenance 

A pair unequalled in the baldric train. 

Round the gay gallery nine moving spheres 

Of the fir?t order, spinning on their poles * ' ? ' 

With twice nine servants in theirglorious train, 
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Far swifter speed along their yearly tracts 
Than ball exploded from the cannon's throat* 

• The next poem entitled the ' scene of sorrow/ is more calculated to 
bring into comparison * the pathos of a Thompson.* It is a sort of elegy, 
which may be said to kill two birds with one stone, as it contains a 
lament both for Louis XVl. and his royal consort. The poet begins by 
SK>ticing the impropriety of merely « yielding a shudder* at the miseries 
1 he is going to describe. 

' To thee die sorrows of the injured cry 
The sorrows of thy tongue their cause deserves, 

Vollied with rage indignant let them fly, 
And shiver in their course the knottiest nerves. 1 

' In order to do this the more effectually he enters into a disquisition Of 
the nature of man. ' * 



-* here be it understood 



That man compounded both of hot and cold 
. If Direan torch e'er touch his sulphurous blood 
A wild combustion rages uncontrouled.' 

• Having first of all despatched poor Louis, he directs the * piteous eye 
of Melpomene' to the ' quondam queen,* whose melancholy situation is 
feelingly deplored. 

* No vivid beam her languid eye can yield 

And every brace of body seems unstrung.' - 

She has notwithstanding, sufficient strength left to deliver a speech 
or speeches to the amount of seventy she stanzas $ after which ensues a 
description of the trial, execution, and posthumous proceedings. 

* No blaxk plume nods amid procession slow 

Unhonoured with a tumulus of sod, &c. 

1 The poet concludes with a patriotic exhortation to < the King of 
England,* from which we unfortunately can only afford room for a single 
stanza. 

* For pastors to conduct thy Christian flocks, 

In schools of diligence for talent search, 
It wounds the heart of good old Orthodox 
To watch the languor of his ward the church.' 

There are several miscellaneous pieces in addition to these two. But 
we should think we have already afforded our readers, ' a comparative 
scale by which they can satisfactorily estimate.' Whether they will be 
inclined to place the name of Heming on a level with the illustrious 
names to whom he directs their attention, we presume not to determine. 
He appears to be a man of good intentions, and we hope will long sur- 
vive the memory of his verses. 

Art. XiX. Observations upon Commercial Terms of Peace with Frattet, 
and our own Resources. By a London Merchant. London. Gale 
and Curtis. 1812. 

THIS pamphlet is not. very remarkable for either profound or extensive 
views of the very important subjects on which it comments ; but it 
breathes a peaceable spirit,-— and so far merits our cordial approbation. 
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Art. XX. A Commercial Piew f and Geograhhkbl Sietck of the Bra- 

. */&, in South America, and of the. Island of' Madeira; beinga de- 
scription of the Portuguese Colonies, Islands, tides, Chief Towns, 

r Harbours, Rivers, &c. Together with Me/r Climate, Soil, anci Produce ; 
Trade, Religion, itfuiners, Customs; ficc. Serving a* a guide to the 

•• Commercial Wdrldi and pointing out to the manufacturing Towns of 
Sheffield, Birmingham, Manchester, Stockport, Leeds, Northampton^ 

• Nottingham, 1 Coventry, Stroud, Parsley, Wooton, Painswick, &c. 
new sources of wealth and springs of * industry; by directing their 
attention to the formation of such goods ad are .consumed in the New, 
World. By T. Ashe, Esq. Who travelled the Continent of Ame- 
rica several years, pp. 160. 8vo. frrice 7s. 6d. Allen. 1812. 

pOOR Richard's * way to wealth' was, we believe, offered , to ■ his 
American country-men at a rate considerably cheaper than Mr. Ashe* 

can afford to sell the information of this starved .and hungry octavo. 

If however, he cannot dispute the palm of patriotism .with a FranJjJin, 

all must acknowledge that the disclosure of c new sources of wealth 'and 

Springs of industry? to c the towns of Sheffield, Birmingham, Manchester, 
tockport, Leeds, Northampton, Nottingham, Coventry, Stroud, Dura-- 
ley, Wooton, Painswick 9 — beside those included in the &c. at the rate, 
of three half-crowns, 

' is wondrous cheap 
And for the money quite a heap/ , 

Even such as are debarred from the immediate advantage to be de- 
rived from the discovery, surely cannot grudge so trifling a sum, ' to be 
in possession of a remedy which will shortly add red-herrings and 
bacon to the dry bread of our manufacturing poor, and put the legions' 
of General Lud more effectually to flight,, than all the soldiery sent 
against him has been able to effect. But the Yorkshire cloth-buyers 
have a bad habit, which they call ' pear king* The doth bought ot the 
manufacturer, is drawn over a pole, in such a manner, that the light fall- 
ing through, discovers the faults and defects, for which a deduction is 
made from the price agreed upon ; and we strongly suspect that they 
will cause Mr. Ashe's work to undergo a similar operation. Nor are we ' 
without apprehensions that the Sheffield manufacturers, when they hear.^ 
that the Brazils are an ingredient in the nostrum, will p/onounce the 
work a ' waste?*' Had Mr. Ashe timed the publication of his book a. . 
little more happily, we have no doubt, that on the bare credit of the 
title, it would have been bought up like the first supply of fashionable 
goods for the. season ; but, unfortunately, so many of the inhabitants of ; 
the towns of Sheffield, Birmingham, Manchester, Stockport* Leeds, 8cc^. 
have gone in quest of the sources and springs to which he offers to lead - 
them, without any other reward for their trouble <han losing-^rosre than.^ 
their shoes in the mire ; that it will be as easy to persuade them that 
the sources of Ihe Nile are to be found in the Brazils, as that they will , 
find « sources of wealth and springs of industry,' in that quarter. He > 
produces his goods after the fair is over. „ <, 

'A Commercial View and Geographical Sketch of the Brasils' must 
however be interesting, independent of the .influence of temporary cir- 

Vol. VIII. 4S • 
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lerefbre* take the -liberty of entirely pitting hk 
i/ith -its various factitious qualities of nick and 
\ artificial society; 9 p. 6. , We leave it to the 
his solemn awurance, that * our introduction 
measure repugnant to thin country with events 
:e : events which must ... secure that wealth 
ich we were so recently threattned tf he de~ 
leave the inhabitants of Birmingham to ap- 
that * gold> silver, and precious stones, which 
to Lisbon/ were there * framed into gold and 
ge8, and saints. 9 jp. 15. We shell leave the 
joiee in the singular discovery, * that there are 
no nations who consume more cutlery than the Spaniards and Portuguese/ 
(p- 19. ) and that this loveJor fine ctitfery whicii they manifest at home, is 
carried to a passion by them abroad, and few are seen without knives, or in* 
atruments resembling them, and which they use not only at their meals, but 
for die gratification of sudden resentment, and the commission of private 
cruelty and crimes. 9 p. 19, 20. The enlightened manufacturers of Leeds (to 
Whom he gives sundry hints on the subject of education), may be tne better, 
though w? are not, for being told that : < The man who sacrifices the idle, 
pursuits of trivial, and, at the same time, expensive pleasures, to the rational 
«nd satisfactory desire of that sort of knowledge which may turn to his own 
and to public account, qualifies himself for the favours which fortune 
may offer ; and which, without such acquisitions, it would be out of his 
power tb embrace or improve/ p. 31. And though we have beeri informed, 
by persons who seemed to know, that British Idee" h the term 1 used 
by the Nottingham manufacturers^ to distinguish the wove n4t-lace from' 
that made with bobbin* fry tfoY&am^tonsm're, Bedfordshire, and the 
neighbouring counties j yet, as Mr. Ashe addresses himself to 'the 
manufactures of British-lace at Northampton/ we hopfe the manufactu- 
rers of British-lace at Northampton will be benefited by his advice* 
The stocking merchants of Nottingham, too, we hope, will be induced to 
send their best goods to the Brazils, when they heat that < the Brazi- 
lians being for the most part, hot only <tvcahhy> but rich ; and conse- 
quently able to indulge themselves- in luxuries which people of other 
countries have no prstensions to afford/ p. 35. 

All these choice pieces of intelligence, we relinquish to those whom 
they may concern, m order to come at the Geographical Sketch, of » 
which we soon discover symptoms in the information, tnat the Brazils 
are < Bounded on the north by Terra Firma.' Proceeding farther, we learn 
that * the Indian Salamander is a kind of long Jour4egged insect of so 
venomous a nature, that the very sting of it is mortal, unless either burned 
with a red hot iron, or immediately cut off.' The account of the dif- 
ferent GdfntUmasy too, Or Captainricks, as Mr. Ashe elegantly englishet 
the term, affords a number of variations from the vulgar mode of spell-, 
ing (he names; though it is but justice to observe, that he seldom spehV 
the same name twice alike. His description of San Salvador, how* 
tier, appears to W drawn up with some degree of correctness* and 
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though abundantly rough, affords by far the most favourable specimen 
of his work. As for his account of the Island of Madeira* it actually 
occupies s* yen, pages, hut for more than half that extent it has to thank 
the ingenuity of the Jprinter in spacing properly : in return, for which 




he finest sweetmeats , r 
t ensi^na' fpr insignja,* and nujnberle&s others pf a, similar conjpjexjpn,) 
to pass unnoticed* We cannot close our observa^ipns wjthput express- 
ing a degree of surprise, that, after Mr. Ashe has asserted : < there is no 
greater error than that of thinking that any rubbish of goods suits the 

South American market — I know from the most ample experience 
that the best articles will sell there well, and at the best possible prices'**** 

(d. 22.) he should suppose that exactly the reverse is the case with the 
English nation. 

'■ ' ' ' " "— — ' ■ Mil l J ill ■ I ■ II I H i " ■ II '^ |/ ' 

Art. XXI. Sttreogomometry ; also Leeway and Magnetic Sailings. By 
John Cole, Purser of H. M. S. Aboukir. 8v* pp. xvi. 326. Price 
14e. Lunn. 1818. 

THIS book is very neatly pripted, and very ingenious* but we fear very 
useless. It contains a new and somewhat operose theory of saKa 
angles, witfe an application^ of its, results to Astronomy, Dialling, Leeway 
and Magnetic Sailing : but we do not find that any of the rules deduced 
jkpm t^e new theory, are at all preferable to those which have been 
long in use. 



Art. XXII. Poetical Vagaries ; containing an Ode to We, a Hack- 
neyed Critic, Low Ambition, or the Lite and Death of Mr. Daw ; a 
Reckoning with Time: The Lady of the Wreck or Castle Blarney* 

S'g: IVa Parsons, or the Tale of a Shirt. By George Colman > 
e Younger* 4to. pp. 144. Price 11 Is. Longman and Co* 
1812. 

-A GREAT deal of drollery squandered to very little purpose. The 
most ludicrous of these pieces is the biographical account of '< Mr* 
$)aw. :" a, gentleman, who, after having acquired great renown in the 
personation of brutes, was, by a managerial order, converted into the 
hind moiety of an elephant. Conceiving himself, however, to be thrown 
too much into the background, he thought proper to express his ^isaatis- 
fectipn, by a severe sp^p at die neck and shoulders; when the latter 
facing about, a. grand intestine scuffle ensued, which ended in the total 
demolition of the outside, and the exposure and sibilation of the two 
bowels. The «* Lady of the Wreck'* though not destitute o£ wit, i* 
top long for a parody. As for the tale of the " Two Parsons" it is so 
infamously indecent* that it is to us a matter of astonishment, how any 
man, who was so far civilized as to know the use and comfort of 
breeches, could bring himself to write it. Its publication is beyond 
question a nusance, and ought to be abated as " the law 4u;ects." 

4S2 
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j Art. XXIII. SELECT LITERARY INFORMATION. 

•%*. Gentlemen and Publishers who have Works in ike press, will oblige 
* : ' l the Conductors : of the Ec l e c t i c Rivew^ fc fending information 
'•''^fpost paid) of the subject,, extent \ and prdbaUe pripeqfsuch works $ 
( 'which they may depend upon being communicated to the public, if 
- - consistent with its plan. . ' ' 



Preparing far the press, and to be 
tpabtohed shortly,' in one volume, dc- 
~4evo, Part the First, of Studies in His- 
-tory, by the Rev. Thomas Moi ebV ? St. 
Nfcots, containing an abridged History 
of Greece, accompanied with moral 
and religious Reflections; intended 
principally for the use of Families and 
, Schools. The Series Will include the 
History of Rome and of England on a 
similar plan. 

Dr 1 . Cogan has in the press, the first 
Volume of Theological Disquisitions, 
which treat of the characteristic Excel- 
lences of the Jewish f Dispensation, and 
;U is expected will appear . early in No* 
♦em; er. . 

The'Ttev.' A.' Smith is printing a 
translation of Michaclis on the Mosaic 
Law. - 

The African Institution, intend to 
publish the last Journals received from , 
'Mr.* -Park, with tbv Narrative of Isaac,, 
bis companion. Tot 'the benefit of Mr. 
Park's widow. , , 

Sir Philip Warwick's Menroirs. of the . 
'Reign of Charles 1. with a continuation 
to the restoration of Charles II. is 
printing in an octavo volume, from the 
original edition, wth Annotations by 
in eminent Literary Character. 

George Chalmers, Esq. has in the 
.press, a new edition,, corrected and con- 
tinued to 1812, of a historical View of, 
the Domestic Economy of Great Bri- 
tain' and Ireland,' with a comparative 
estimate of their efficient strength. 

Mr. Oldfield will publish; in Novem- 
ber next, .a complete. History of the 
House of Commons and Boroughs of the 
United Kingdom, from/th^e earliest pe- 
riod to the present time, in four octavo 
volumes. . -'* •• * • *• 

Mr, William Earte, of Duke-street, 
Portland Place, proposes *os publish a 
Topographical Survey, of Great Britain, 
in monthly volumes,' in octavo, with 
maps and plates ; the first volume, . 



containing Bedfordshire, to appear on 
the first of November, and the other 
counties following in alphabetical order. 
> Willis's History of Abbies" and 
Churches, with Additions and Memoirs 
of the Author, by the Rev. John Horn- 
fray, is proposed to be published in two 
octavo volumes, by sub*cript ; on. 

Painter's Palace of Pleasure is print- N 
ing from the edition of 1375, . in two 
quarto volumes, edited by Mr. Joseph 
Haseiwoori. 

Maria Grahame has in the press, in a 
qqarto volume, a Journal of a residence 
<in India, illustrated by engravings from 
drawing s taken on the spot. 

Mr. F. Francis has in the press *»* 
elementary work on Geography. 

Mr. J. G. Jackson, professor of Ara- 
bic and African languages, author of 
an Account of Maroccoi Timbuctoo, 
&c. is preparing for the press, a trans- 
lation into English of the celebrated 
Latin and Arabic Grammar of Erpe* 
mus, with notes and conservations. 

Dr. Alexander. Monro, jun. has in the 
press, Outlines of the Anatomy of the 
Human Body, in its sound and diseased 
state, in three octavo 'volumes, illus- 
trated by forty four engravings. 
' Engravings from specimens- of Mor- 
bid parts of the Urethra, &c. preserved 
in Mr. Charles Bell's collection, Wind- 
mill-street, are nearly ready for publi- 
cation, and. will appear in four. .fasci- 
culi of ten plates each, in folio. 

Fauna Orcadensis, or the Natural 
• History' of the Quadrupeds, Birds, Rep- 
tiles, and Fishes of Orkney and Shet- 
land, by the Rev. G. Low, Minister of 
Birsa and Huray, is printing in quarto, 
from the original MS. in the possession. 
i of Dr. W. K. Leach. 

Sermons, by the late Rev. W. B. Kir- 
wsn, dean of Killala, with 1 a sketch flip 
his life, in two octavo .volumes, will 
shortly appear. 
. £>r. J. Brown has in the press, a His* 
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torical and Political Explanation of the 
-Revelation. t * 

The Rev.'T. F. Dibdin continues to 
be engaged on his Bibliotheca Spence- 
riana, and from the great increase of 
materials, and the requisite engravings 
for illustration on wood and copper, the 
.■work will be eolarged to three volumes. 

In the press, the Rival itoses, or wars 
of York and Lancaster, a metrical tale, 
two volumes octavo. 

In the press, an Essay on the Influence 
of Tropical Climates, more particularly 
the Climate oC India, on European con* 
stitutions : the principal effects and dis- 
eases induced thereby, with the means 
of obviating and removing them. By 
Joseph Johnson, Surgeon in the Royal 
Navy, one large volume octavo. 

In the press, Letters on the Religious 
and Political Tenets of the Romish Hie- 
rarchy, addressed to the Rev. Dr. Troy, 
titular Archbishop of Dublin. By the 
Rev. W. Hales, D. D. late Professor of 
Oriental Languages in the University 
of Dublin, and Rector of Killesandra 
in Ireland. Also, The Grounds Of Pro- 
testantism ; or the causes which contri- 
buted to the secession of our forefathers 
from the errors and corruptions of the 
Church of Rome; By the late Wm. 
Robertson, D. D* the celebrated histo- 
rian of Charles Vth, &c. &c. 

The publication of the Rev. D» Lloyd 
of LI an bister's Characteristic Poems, as 
notified in the Eclectic Review of March 
last, has been unintentionally, and (on 
the author's part) unavoidably post- 
poned to November next. 

Mr. J. B. Trotter, author of the 
Memoirs of the late Right Hon. C. J. 
Fox, proposes to publish an account of 
a Tour through Ireland, which he has 
performed during the present summer. 

Messrs. Setchel and Son have pur- 



chased a few copies of the plates to 
D'Olisson's splendid French edition of 
the History of the Ottoman Empire, 
containing forty subjects, beautifully 
engraved, illustrative of the .manner* 
and •customs of the Turks, and they 
intend to. publish them as a suitable 
companion to the various tours which 
have of late years been made through 
the East. 

Mr. J. Nightingale has announced 
. Portrai- 
d, in one 

; Itingsof 
bon, from 
the death 
With an 
vernment 
6m origl- 
rs;many 
een pub- 
lished. By William Coxe, M. A. F. R. S 
F. A. S. In threcvolumes quarto. 

In a few days will be published* 
handsomely printed in quarto,, a fifth 
volume of Mr. Burke's works, contain* 
ing various pieces which have never 
'been published. An octavo edition is 
also in the press. The sixth and seventh, 
volumes are printing, and will appear 
in the course ' of the next winter. The 
eighth and last volume is preparing 
for the press. It will contain a narra- 
tive of the life of Mr. Burke, accom- 
panied with such parts of his familiar 
correspondence,, and other productions, 
as shall be thought fit for publication. 
- Rokeby, a poem in six Cantos, by 
Walter Scott, Esq. is nearly ready 
ffor publication in one volume quartd. 
Mr. Montgomery's poem " The World 
before the Flood," may be expected 
early in the ensuing season. 
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AGRICULTURE. 4 

Henderson's (Capt. John) General 
View of the Agriculture of the County 
•f Caithness, 8vo. 15s. 

The Farmer's Magazine, No. LI. 5s, 
From its commencement in 1800 to the 
present time, W vols. 61. 3s. 



AMTI«ttTIBS. 

A Description of FontbiU Abbey, 
Wiltshire, illustrated by views drawn 
and engraved by James Storer, royal 
4to. with proofs on India paper, 21. $s. 
Ditto, on common paper, 11. Ss. snpe* 
royal 8vo. 16s. 
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iotawy. 

A Botanical Materia Medica ; con- 
sisting of the generic and specific cha- 
racters of the plant! used in medicine 
and diet, with synonyms and references 
to medical authors. By Jonathan Stokes, 
M. J>. 4 vols. 8vo. 31, boards. 

Haworth** Synopsis' Plantarom.Suc- 
calentarum, crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. - 

CiUSSIFAL LlTkRATVRI. 



Switzerland, part of France, and the 
whole Russian Empire. On fjpur $beets. 



aptcATiov; 



FOREIGN 1 ITER ATOM. 

Lea Principes Mathematiques de fen 
Joseph Anastase da Cunha, avec rjlu- 
sieura planches, aux prixde'l&s. ■ . 

[geography. 

The Geography of Modern Europe, 
jfi which are introduced the recent alte- 
rations and divisions of its empires, 
kingdoms and states.- fl*y O. R. Hoare, 
IB mo. 9s. bound. 

' -% new map of the seat of War in the 
northern part of Europe,' ^comprehend* 
fng Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the 
Baltic Sea, Germany, Prussia, Poland* 



The History of Wales, written origi- 
nally in Welsh by Caradoc of Bancar- 
ran; translated into English by Dr 
Powell, and augmented by W. Wynne, 
8vo. 18s. boards. 

Cobhett's Parliamentary History of 
England, Vol. XII. royal 8vo. 11. Us. 6d. 

Shipwrecks and Disasters at Sea, or 
Historical Narratives of the most noted 
Calamities and providential Deliver- 
ance* which have resulted from mari- 
time enterprise ; with \i sketch of va- 
rious expedients for saving the lives 
of mariners, 3 vols. 8vo. 11. 16s. * 

The History of Lynn, Civil, Ecclesi- 
astical, Political, Commercial, Biogra- 
phical, Municipal and Military, from 
the earliest accounts to the present 
time ; with a copious introductory ac- 
count of Marshland, Wtsbeach and the 
Tens. By William Richards, M. A. 
with 16 plates, 2 vols. 8vo> 11. lis. 6d% 
royal 31.3a. 



Collins's Peerage of England* genea- 
logical, biographical . and historical, 
greatly augmented, ana 'continued to 
the present time, by Sir Egerton 
Brydges, K. J. ^vqls.ftvp. 91. 9s. 

JGRISFRDDEHCB. 

Observations on Clandestine or Irre- 
gular Marriages, with a short account of 
the Laws hoih of England and Scotland 
affectirfg Marriages. By the Rev. J^ 
Barnes, Vicar of Berwick. 

The Trial at large of William Booth 
and hit associates for forgery, coining, 
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He. itthe Stslflbrd Suiitmer Aitfctes, 
1812. Is. 6d. 

• Edwards's Report of a Judgment oV 
Inrererf hi the High* Court of Admiralty 
By tfie Right Hon. Sir W. Scott, in the 
case of the Snipe, 3s. iWh 

Attorney and Agent's new Table of 
Costs, by John Gent Palmef, 7th edit 
4to. 11. Is. boards. 

A Statement of {He ciWorOstances 
which led to the prosecution of the 
King y. Blacow. with an Appendix, ex- 
planatory of Mr, Blacow's situation, 
since he has filled the curacy of West 
Derby Chapel. By tie Rev. R. Bla- 
eow, £. A. &c. 6s. 

MEDICINE AMD CHIEVEGIRY. 

Transactions of a Society for the 
Improvement of Medical and Chirurgi- 
cal Knowledge, Vol. III. 8vo. 14s. 

The Medical Guide, for the use of 
the Clergy, Heads of Families, and 
Practitioners. By Richard Reece, M. D. 
9th edition, 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

MltCELLAFEOUt. 
l 

The New Art of Memory, (bonded 
upon the principles taqjht by M* Gr e * 
for Von Feinagle, with some account 
of the principal ' systems of artificial 
memory, 12 mo. 12s. 

Translation of the Record called 
Domesday, as far as relates to the conn- 
ties of Middlesex, Hertford, Bucking- 
ham, Oxford and Gloucester. By the 
Hev. Wm. Bawdon, 4to. price 11. Is. 
boards. 

Aphorisms from Shakespeare j arran- 
ged according to the plays, with a pre- 
face and notes, and a copious Index. 
18mo. 7s. boards. 

The Edinburgh Review, No. XXXIX, 
6s. 

The Picture of Plymouth, illustrated 
by a plan of the Dock, Dock Yard, &c. 
Ice. 18mo. 5s. boards. 

The American Review of History and 
Politics, Nob. IV. and V. 6s. each. 

The Complete Weather Guide, in- 
cluding the Shepherd of Banbury's 
roles. By Joseph Taylor, 12mo. 6s. 

West's Guide to the Lakes, 10th 
edition, 8vo. 6s. 

Questions answered relative to the 
conduct of some members of the oppo- 
sition, or J. Bull, Esq. consulting the 
oracle of Delphi, 9s. 6d. 

Count Rumford's 17th and 18th Es- 
says. The first on the source of the 



ligtft whidh is manifeiie^onvthe com 4 * 
bustion of inflammable obdiesy ft; 
The other' on the excellent qfcatftifes 
of Coffee, and the art of mating' it In 
the highest perfection, 4s. 

Pobfes Village Schobl imprbve*!/ 9*. 

Martin's Appeal to Public BettevW 
ledce for the Relief of Beggars'j wHh 
a view to a plan for the suppression of 
beggary, 66.' 

Proceedings at the general Calf of 
Proprietors, held at the Bank of Eng- 
land, March 19th, 1812, with observs*. 
tknis on the cortduct of Lord King, Is; 

fOXTRY. 

The Widower, a poem, crown 8vo. 
9s. boards. 

Doctor Syntaxes Tour in Search of 
the Picturesque, a poem,* royal 8vo. 
10s» 6d. plain, 11. Is. coloured. 

POLITICS AMD POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

An Address of Members of the Honse 
of Representatives of the Congress of 
the United States to their Constituent! 
on the subject of the war with Great 
Jffftainv Alexandria^ printed, London 
reprinted, 8vo. 2s. 

War without Disguise, or brief con* 
iTdera'tibns dnphe political and commer- 
cial relations of Great Britain and Ire* 
land with the United States of Ame- 
rica at the close of 1811. Is. 

Leckie's (G. F.) Essay on the Prac- 
tice of the British Government, 8vo. 
5s. sewed. 

Canning's Speech delivered in the 
House of Commons, June 22, 1812. 2s« 

THEOLOGY. 

Ecclesiastical Researches; or Philo 
and Josephus proved to be the Histo- 
rians and Apologists of Christ, of his 
followers, and of the Gospel. By John 
Jones, 8vo. 12s. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy 
of the Peculiar of the Deanery of 
Hertford, July SO, 1812. By George 
.. Gratton, Dean of Hereford, wherein the 
pretensions of the popes of Rome to, 
supremacy, are shown to have no foun* 
dation in Scripture. 

Vol. III. of The Second Exodus, or 
reflections on the prophecies of the 
last times, fulfilled by late events, and 
now fulfilling, by the scourge of po- 
pery in preparation for the indignation, 
and the conversion and restoration of 
Israel. By the Rev. W. Ettrick.M.A. 
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late Fellow of University College, Ox- ' 
ford, $to. 7s. boards. > 

The Rev. Thomas Scott's Bible, new 
edition. Part I, is. and No. I, price Is. 

Letters to the Rev. G. D'Oyley, B. D. 
In answer to his attack on the (Edipus 
Judaicuf, 5s. Gd. • 

Essay, wherein the Conduct of the 
Apostles of Christ before his Ascen- 
sion is considered. By C. J. Lyon, 
3*. A. 8vo. price 2s. tid. : 
. Calvinism Unmasked ; being an An- 
swer to Mr. Tucker's Predestination 
calmly considered, 2d edition, 12 mo. 
3s. 6d boards. 

Objections of a Churchman to unit- 
ing with the Bible Society. By the 



Rev, Frederick Nolan, a Prebysterof the 
United Church. 8s. 
. Observations, designed as a Reply ta 
to the " Thoughts" of Dr. Mattbw, on? 
the dangers of. circulating the whole of 
the Scriptures among the lower orders. 
By J. W, Cunningham, A. M. VJcav.of 
Harrow on the Hill, &c. 

VOYAGES AMD TRAVELS. 

Travels in Spain, exhibiting a com- 
plete View of the Topography, Govern- 
ment, Laws, Religion, Sec. of that 
Country. By J. F. Bourgoing. Trans- 
lated and abridged by William Mavor, 
LL. D. royal ISmo. 7s. boards. 
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THE 

ECLECTIC REVIEW, 

For NOVEMBER, 1812. 



Ait. I. Travels in Various Countries of Eurofie, Ana, and Africa* By 
Edward Daniel Clarke, L.L.D. rart the second. Greece, Egypt, 
and the Holy Land. Section the first. 4to. pp. 714. Price 41.4s. 
Cadell and Davies. 1812. 

TyE gladly resume the consideration of Dr. Clarke's Tra- 
vels. The present volume is a continuation of that 
formerly published by the same author, of which a very ample 
summary will be found in some of the preceding numbers 
6f this journal. To the merits of that publication we there 
gave a very decided testimony ; nor are we disposed now to 
subtract a syllable from what we at that time said in its praise. 
On one head of accusation, indeed, against the author, we are 
inclined to think that we were then less copious than perhaps 
the occasion required,— an omission not unnatural, in the 
discbarge of the more agreeable office of pointing out to 
the consideration of our readers, the interesting and valuable 
matter by which our own attention had been attracted and 
engaged. The fault to which we allude, is an habitual ex- 
aggeration !in the, descriptions given by Dr. Clarke of the de» 
basement of the Russian character, and especially, in so 

. much of- that description, as more immediately applies to the 
habits and: manners of the higher classes of society. That 
the views of these subjects, exhibited in the former volume 
of this work, are faithful transcripts of the impressions made 
by what he saw and heard on the mind of the writer, will be 
doubted by no man who has the happiness of knowing Dr. 
Clarke, or who has bad the good fortune . to read his book. 
.But then it must be remembered, that be saw the Russian 

4 Empire at a most unfavorable moment, and while under the 
dominion of a ferocious madman — that he was exposed to 
Vol. VIU. 4 T 
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some personal ill-usage — that he resided but k short time at 
St. Petersburgh, and, as is more tban suspected, was rather 
unlucky in the social circles among which he was thrown— 
that much of what is most offensive in bis representations is 
told merely as the result of other men's opinions — and that 
he listened to the accounts he received with little oppor- 
tunity, and apparently without much disposition to. scruti- 
nize their accuracy. But even in the absence of these 
grounds of distrust, there appears considerable reason to 
doubt the perfect fidelity of Dr. Clarke's portraits of Russian 
society. Notwithstanding the endless varieties in tbe situa- 
tion and circumstances of mankind, there is still, among all 
nations and languages, a near approach to identity in tbe 
larger features of the hurmm -character, not less tban in the 
general outline of the human form. The Yahoo is at least 
as unnatural a being as the Lilliputian — and Dr, Clarke'* 
Russians have too much of the Yahoo in their constitution, 
Dot to induce a very strong suspicion of the truth of .the re* 
semblance'. The book, in fact, we have reason to buow, 
was received at St Petersburgh with no little astonishment, 
and probably not without somefliixturt of irriutioh. *< Yuufr 
coofitrymen certainly think feat meanly of u^* — was 'a re- 
mark frequently made to an English .gentleman then residing 
in that capital : " but do you. believe that therte is one man 
in England, who will <give credit to 6uoh a story <ss *b»?' f 
Put, pu the whole, we owe too much to Dr.<ttarise, to feel 
disposed to ptirsne any further a censure, Which may ;seem 
to diminish the value of the pfraise we formerly bestowed <Ut 
his very valuable and important work. 

At this moment, however, our recollections of that interest* 
tag narrative, are associated with thoughts too jemnw anil 
too.rsad to be hastily dismissed. "Moscow is no more." 
{That splendid monument of barbaric -gseatness, the 'centre 
of tbe affection*, the hopes, and sympathies of thousands 
attd fierts of thousands of our fellow men, has been swept 
from off the face of the earth, or exists only as the 'dread- 
ful tomb of its former inhabitants. " How doth the <cfty sit 
solitary that was full of people! how is she become awiwwl 
*be that was great among the nations, and princess anong 
the provinces, how is she become tributary!" Wise tin- 
-questionably, and benevolent «s wise, are all the purposes 
*f the great moral ruler of thewiorid: but while we humbly 
afcquiesoe in his will, and repress onr useless execration* 
4gaiiuft the monster who has been selected by him to foe the 
scourge of .mankind, it is yet impossible wthout 'horror, or 
without *«a robing heart, ta«dntcvnf>lete these sad scenes, at 
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opics thje prppf a#d tbe punisjipuewj: pfhtimftfi depiwita 9ft 
fbe prpbable event of this great £opt$st, it wojuld be m 
idle to ppecmjaje, even wer/e tbi^thle proper prcasion 'tot 
Mich inquiries. But if, as spipe ajnoiagst us f re pl^po^ed to 
Relieve, tbe struggle is £tiH,tp be protracted, it then inojef4 
frppoupe* material to ascertain the character of ;hat inrportapt 
\?s4y of mop, who form the natural aristocracy of tfye ^'ussia^ 
Empire . 1% i&in this view tfot Dr, Clarlfe^ publicaiipn, the 
latest, the mo^ learned and slf ty>rat£ account wp ppssesf 
pf the stpte of society itv that wuntry, acquire* Vn Interest 
wjiicb belongs to the writings; of no 9tW traveller. , In t^ 
yiew, also, it becpnaes a matter; of np light mojpen/p to ijw 
qmre i?(p bis pretensions to the praise of an Icnpajtial and 
9. competent jiidge of natural character* Our. opinion on 
that ^jept, wp have already expressed: witty what gualifo 
CAtjpn* it is held, will more folly and properly appear in tl?s 
9Wrf5epfthisftrtiol^ , > . ; 

. The volume which we have pow to examine, ,'fpqftaiw th^ 
result pf Dr, Clarke's reflections, made during ?. * journey, of 
»hppt rix months continuance, through Greece, , Egypt, atyl 
the Holy Land. ■ Of ibesp ,po#n^sj, weady so amply des* 
cribed fey 8bw> JPocpcfce, JM&iipdfell, and Chandler, pup in- 
fQrmatjop i* singularly minute 4 apd cppiojus— -so mpioiis, in* 
deed* pa, in th# opinion of maqy 9 *o hav/e contracted the duties 
pf a writer, of travels in the present day, to little inore that) 
the correction pf the errors of . his predecessors. We are? 
not, however* disposed tp he very fa^Udioup in lamenting the 
multiplication of books, which 4p really contain any kind of 
accurate knowledge. It is, ao doubt, too late 90W to ex- 
ncet to. bear mvm which we hws <">*> in sutystj^cp, ijeard 
before, of th* usages, ^^V^rf».^^^.^i^^yAtus!tf4 
CotosiaiitinoRlf i«r Greece : \wt the obse^vatip;^ jnade <n* 
these interesting .regions by $uch a man as X|r f jQjarke, can 
p&ver be .unimportant ; uev$F, ^t Jeftst, so long as we havje, pfli 
(he subject of which he (treats, any errpr to rectify, or any 
prejudices to xewove~or while n^n will persist jn .prefe^ 
ling the works of a fashionable co temporary author, to tjift 
antiquated researches of pur less lively and entertaining fpre-' 
lathers. 

It would, however, be very unjust, were we tp attribute 
the high celebrity of Dir. Clarke's vplumps, to,apy, other cause 
than their pwn very great and spwewhat peculiar intent Q* 
is in fact a writer of travels, such as has but seldom appeared 
ift any period of our literary history, and such as, till the 
publication* of bis work, was wholly Unknown in pur own 
iay*. And first of all, he is in his character of a traveller, 

4T2 
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remarkably exempt from the common failings of biscotem* 
poraries. Though obviously of a temperament of mind 
rather exposed to error from an excess, than from any defi- 
ciency of warmth in his social affections, he makes no sort 
of parade of fine feelings and overflowing sentiment. And 
though it is miite beyond question that his attainments in 
ideology, and in botanical and mineralogical science, are very 
considerable, yet be never forgets that the bulk of his 
readers, those for whose instruction he writes, are neither 
mineralogists, nor botanists, nor geologists. The information 
on these branches of natural history which he collected irt 
the coarse of his journey, be has, accordingly, compressed 
into a space comparatively narrow; wisely resisting the 
temptation of inserting in bis book philosophical essays, at 
once wearisome from their length to those who are ignorant 
of the subject, and, from their necessary brevity, unsatis- 
factory to those who are conversant with it. Moreover, 
although Or. Clarke possesses an almost unequalled power of 
conveying to bis readers, without the aid of painting, a con- 
ception of the scenes he visits, scarcely less lively than that 
Which painting itself could furnish ; yet is he contented to 
leave undescribed all the wonders of art, and all the enchant- 
ing natural scenery, which he passed in his route, except 
where others had left unnoticed what it is really material to 
the subject he treats of. to describe. He possesses, in a word, 
one excellence inseparably connected, we believe, with qua- 
lities still more valuable than even mere intellectual supe- 
riority — we mean a total absence of ostentation, in the 
display of very rare and valuable accomplishments. In addi- 
tion to what we formerly said of the general character of Dr. 
Clarke's composition, it may now be added, that his style itf 
eminently adapted to the easy kind of narrative, in which a 
sensible man naturally writes the history of his own travels* 
It is simple, versatile, and copious— occasionally, indeed, 
bearing an unpleasant resemblance 1 1 the manner of Gibbon, 
and, in its more laboured passages, somewhat over-wrought 
and turgid. 

As compared with his former volume, it is not improbable 
that the majority of readers will esteem the present a little 
uninteresting. For one man who will study a quarto volume 
of travels through the Troad, the Greek Islands, and the 
Holy Land, you shall probably find a hundred, who will 
peruse with delight the new, lively, and unexpected detail* 
given by Dr. Clarke of the habits and manners of the Russian* 
and Cossacks. We all love to contemplate animated 
pictures, whether accurate or inaccurate, of the character, of 
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our own species: but it is a very small number, compara,- 
tively, who are much concerned to know whether the site of 
Ilium was on the banks of the Hellespont, or in the vicinity, 
of Alexandria Troas. It cannot be denied, too, that there is 
a degree of heaviness about the volume now before us, which 
not even that rich colouring, with which the descriptive , 
powers of the author have adorned it, is at all times suffi- 
cient to relieve. The truth is, that there is a tedium almost 
unavoidably resulting from the want of unity in the subject , 
of his work. The narratives of a traveller must, after ally 
depend for their interest upon very much the same principles, : 
as those to which the charm of all other narratives is owing ; 
among which some, perhaps, of the most certain and co- , 
pious sources of pleasure, will be found to consist in strong 
sympathy with the personal fortunes of the narrator, or hero . 
of the tale — in rapid and lively transitions — in full, minute, ! 
and highly finished representations, of the scenes or charac- 
ters about which the narrative may be conversant — or, finally, 
in a succession of images opposed to each other in marked 
and striking contrast. In the former volume of this work, 
the two last mentioned requisites of interesting narrative 
were to be found in sufficient abundance. Nothing which 
curiosity could have required, was wanting to the comple- 
tion of the portraits of the Russian and the Cossack; nor 
could any contrast have been imagined to the stupid 
inanimate brutality of the one, more perfect or amusing, 
than the erect deportment and courteous liberality of the 
other. In the travels of our author through Greece artd the 
Holy Land, we confess we very much desiderate these ani- 
mated pictures of life and manners* With a dignified 
' and not ungraceful reserve, Dr. Clarke has usually avoided 
any mention of bis own personal adventures ; and the circum* . 
ftances of his journey, in which his literary pursuits seem ' 
continually to have been impeded by the more pressing t 
avocations of his mercantile and military associates, have pre- 
vented his exhibiting, in this volume, any of those complete 
and entire views of the state and condition of the different* 
countries he visited, which we notieed in our former num- 
bers as the characteristic excellence of bis composition. Ex* 
cept, however, the inevitable inferiority of interest which the 
difference of subject produces, we do not know that this 
volume is iu any respect inferior to the last. We are rather,, 
we think, inclined to prefer it. Dr. Clarke is a man of an 
active, inquisitive, and ardent mind— more than usually, 
gifted with such knowledge as is acquired by solitary, 
study — and hot ill acquainted with mankind ; but somewhat 
deficient, we apprehend, in candour and caution in his judg% 
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nfents on bis fellbw credtures, 2nd not very eminently dfe^ 
tinguished (to .itee a term often Very grossly misused) by i! : 
pHmsophicul mind. To such an understanding; subjects af- 
fording lafrge *cdw£ fdt the investigation of diluted facts, 
arttiquartih, historical. Or literary, (and such are the inquiries 
connected with the pffcsent journey of ohr adthor,) appear 
better adapted, tbart those mbre cbtnprehensiVe speculations, 
a£ to the general character and future destiny of nations, 
which occupy W considerable 4 pdrt of his fartnet volume. 
Ail the shbjects, moreover, to the elucidatiorf of ^vhich his 
labours are here directed, possess even yet a never failing, 
and almost unequalled charm. Nothing can be indifferent to 
us, Which thrown any new light over the institutions, the 
habits, dr the arts of that wonderful people, who inhabited 
tlfe feefebratted regions which were once, the seat of Grecian 
empire. The history of Gretece forms the most extraordinary,* 
and at the same time, the most authentic record in the annuls 
of mankind, of the influence of taste, liberty, and science 
upon human character. The lapse of eventful intervening 
ages, has not yet made it possible to cast even a passing 
glance at the story of that extraordinary people, without Asto- 
nishment, The unequalled energy with which they encoun- 
tered difficulties apparently insuperable — the Vast extent of 
their military resources— the spirit and gaiety of the national 
temper — their undoubted Superiority to the whole hiiman race, 
as well in the lighter graces as in ^he higher efforts of genius—^ 
in a word, that* intellectual superiority to which they owed 
their unnattfral political elevation, not only secured to the 
Monuments of the erhpire and of the sciences of Greece, the 
reverence even of their conquerors: but, thr6ugh all succeed- 
ing ages, have commanded the admiration and directed the 
inquiries of mankind. 

In the latter ages of the Roman empire, when the lavage* 
of the barbarians had uttiihately swept away all the Grecian 
schools of fhetorie arid seienbe, which the extinction even 
of Roman liberty had not destroyed ; all that tfemaftrted of li- 
terature and knowledge itt Greece, appears to have been 
ttknsferred t6 the capital of the Eistern empire, and to the 
still flourishing cities of the les^r Asia. In the days of heir 
last emperor, the city of Cdri&anVtoe, though often desolated 
by the ignorant rapacity of hev sovereigns, still preserved en* 
tire many of the mOst splendid ornaments with which the 
e*ver-active spirit of the GVfecian artists, degenerated though 
they Were from the taste of their forefathers, had embeHh&ed 
that metropolis Of the East. Of the ravages of the Turks* 
mt/te seems to have been said, than is consistent either with 
probability or With historical traditi&b. The conquest of Con- 
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jtantinople by Mahomet II. was not the remit of the mere 
ajnUtam of extending his empire, or even, as the Christian, 
bfotoriaofrof the siege would ba*e ua believe, of a neseilesa 
seat for the religion of the Prophet The inconsiderable 
tribe, who hi a few years had emerged from an obscure dis- 
trict on tbe banks of the Qxus, and extended their empire- 
ftom the Dnieper to the cataracts of tbe NHe, were srill in- 
secure in their conquests from the threatened hostility of the. 
European states, between whose powers, aq union for the sup. 
port of their Christian brethren) in the East, had often beeiv 
projected. In tbe acquisition of Constantinople, Mahomet II* 
obtained at once a seat of empire, and an effectual barrier 
against the combined efforts of all the princes of Europe. 
The operation of the? same motives which caused the capture 
of the city, preserved it, when acquired, from destruction* 
So congenial to the common tastes and Character qf man-, 
kind are those luxuries, which, under an endless variety ot 
forms, always indicate and accompany the increase of wealth, 
that, in the few years which had elapsed from tbe origin or 
theirpower to the capture of the metropolis of the East, : 
the Turks had wholly lost sight of the pursuits and habits* 
of their nomade forefathers. With most of the tastes, and 
not a few of the more elegant arts of more opulent and long 
settled communities, they had become intimately acquainted.; 
and, after tbe first violence of the assault, anxiously exerted 
themselves to preserve, not only the more immediately ser-: 
viceable abodes of the former inhabitants of Constantinople, 
but most, also, of the more splendid edifices which it owed 
to the opulence or piety of its monarchs. The mosques and 
minarets, consecrated to the worship and religious services of 
the Mahomedan faith, were constructed from the magnificent 
piles which the former sovereigns of the Eastern empire had 
dedicated to the culture of a purer faith: the sumptuous 
baths which the emperors bad accumulated, with an osten- 
tatious but well judged liberality, for the accommodation of 
their subjects, were studiously preserved and laboriously em- 
bellished ; and the Hippodrome, under its new appellation^ 
of Atmeidariy still continued to be devoted to the purposes of 
its original formation. 

Tbe present narrative commences with Dh Clarke's resir 
dence at Constantinople, in confirmation of tbe accounts of 
all former travellers, he states,' that the remains of rhany of 
the buildings, and much of the costume and general appear- 
ance of the ancient city, is still distinctly visible. On this 
subject, the following passage is at once accurate and com* 
prehensiVe. '. \ 
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<" After the imagination has been dazzled with pompon* and glarfag 
descriptions of palaces and baths, porticos and temples, groves, rircuaeev 
and gardens, the plain matter of fact may prove, that in the obscure and . 
dirty lanes of Constantinople, its small and nngltzed shops, the style, of 
architecture observed in the dwellings* the long covered walks, now sor- 
ing as bazars, the loose flowing habits with long sleeves, worn by the 
natives ; even in the practice of concealing the features of the women, 
and above all, in the remarkable ceremonies and observances of the public 
baths; we behold those customs and appearances which characterized the 
cities of the Greeks. Such, at least as far as inanimate objects are con* 
cerned, is the picture presented by the interesting ruins of Hercuhmeum, 
Pompeii, and Stabise.' p. S. 

In the conduct of a topic already so amply discussed, as 
that of the antiquities and other memorabilia of this remark- 
able city, c on which,* says Dr. CJarke, c the volumes which 
have been written, would alone be sufficient to constitute a 
library,' our author has, we think, intitled himself fto great 
praise, both for what he has done, and for what he has omit- 
ted to do. He has told much that is at once both curious 
and original, and has, with a few exceptions, passed over 
every thing which former travellers have communicated^ In 
excepting from this general commendation, the very singular 
account of Dr. Clarke's adventures in the interior of the 
seraglio, we almost feel ourselves guilty of some ingratitude. 
A man who, for the amusement of his readers, has engaged 
in an exploit of such imminent hazard, as that of penetrating* 
into the C harem of the Grand Sultan, may perhaps think 
himself hardly used, in having to encounter reproaches from 
those, for whose entertainment he hasrisqued his existence. 
Thinking, however, very highly of the value of the life of 
such a man as Dr, Clarke, and being, we fear, more indifferent 
than we ought to be, as to the accommodations arid domestic 
recreations of the Sultan, we confess the knowledge furnished 
on these points, seem to us very much too, dearly pur- 
-chased. The voluptuous and fanciful descriptions wnich 
other writers bad given of these scenes of roval repose, and 
the mysterious secrepy in which they had been concealed 
from human observation, had excited a kind of rnorbid curi- 
osity respecting them. In the plain and consistent account of 
Dr. Clarke, our readers will find some disappointment, per- 
haps, and some amusement, but nothing very marvellous or 
surprising — nothing very incredible qr very enviable. The 
Sultan appears to live much as it might have been suspected, 
jhajt a Sultan would^in great splendour and great meanness — 
Jh a crowd of eunuchs, bostanghis, and women— among deli- 
cious baths, and still more delicious 6ummer-houses — sur- 
rounded with ill-fashioned gardens, and ill-imagined presents- 
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{coin the potentates of Europe. We have not room to trans* 
cribe, or even to give an intelligible abridgement of the mi- 
note description of the seraglio, with which many pages of 
this volume are occupied. The following is Dr. Clarke's de-* 
scription of the chamber of audience, in which the Sultan 
Mother receives visits of ceremony from the Sultanas, and 
other distinguished ladies of the Charem. 

' It is such an apartment as the best painters of scenic decoration would 
have selected, "to afford a striking idea of the pomp, the seclusion, and 
the magnificence of the Ottoman Court. The stage is best suited for its 
representation, and therefore the reader is requested to have, the stage 
in his imagination while .ifr is described* It was surrounded with enor-u 
mous. mirrors, the costly donations of infidel kings, as they are styled by 
the present possessors. These mirrors, the women of the seraglio some-, 
times break in their frolics.* At the upper end of the throne is a sort 
of cage, in which the Sultana sits, N surrounded with latticed blinds, fbr 
even here her person is held too sacred to be exposed to the common 
observation of slaves and females of the Charem. A lofty flight of 
broad steps, covered with crimson cloth, leads to this cage, as to a throne. 
Immediately in front of it are two burnished chairs of state, covered 
with crimson velvet and gold, one on each side the entrance. To the 
right and the left of the throne, and upon a level with it, are the sleeping' 
apartments of the Sultan Mother, ana her principal females in waiting* 
The external windows of the throne are all latticed ; on one side they 
look toward the sea, and on the other into the quadrangle of the "Cha- 
rem, the chamber itself occupying the whole breadth of the building on 
the side of the quadrangle into which it looks. fThe area below the 
latticed throne, or the front of the stage, to follow the idea before pro* 
posed, is set apart for attendants, for dancers, for actors, music* refresh- 
ments, and whatsoever is brought into the Charem for the amusement of 
the court.' pp. 22, 23. 

The baths of the palace appear to possess at least equal 
splendour. 

* We reached at length (says Dr. Clarke) what might be termed the 
sanctum sanctorum of this Paphian temple,— the baths of the Suftan Mo- 
ther and the four principal Sultanas. They are small, but very elegant ; 
constructed of white marble, and lighted by ground 'glass above. At 
the upper end is a raised sudatory and bath for the Sultan Mother, con- 
cealed bv lattice-work from the rest of the apartment. Fountains play 
constantly into the door of this, bath from all its sides, and every degree - 
of refined luxury has- (been added to the work; which a people of all others 
■ ' t ■ ■ , • " . ■ ..» 

- * The mischief done in this way by the Grand Signior's women is so great, 
tfiat some of the most costly articles of furniture are removed, when tbey 
come from their winter apartments to the palace. ' Among the nnmher was the 
large coloured lustre given by the Earl of Elgin, this was only suspended during 
their absence, and even then by a oommoarope. The offending ladies* when ' 
detected, are whipped by the black eunuch* 5 , whom it is their favourite amusement 
to elude and ridicule. 
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best versed in the ceremonies of the bath, hate been capabfe of inventing, 
or *eqniring....We now proceeded to that pit of the. Chares* which* 
koks into the seraglio garden, and entered a large apartment called. ChaU 
%td Ttcrtxy, or aa the French would express it, Salle de Promenade. Here 
the other ladies of the Charem entertain themselves by hearing and seeing 
comedies, farcical representations, dances, and musje. We found it in 
the state of an old lumber room, large dusty pier glasses, in heavy gilded 
frames, neglected and broken, stood, like the Vicar of Wakefield's family 
picture, leaning against the wall, the whole length of one vide of the 
room. Old furniture, shabby bureaus of the worst pogluh work, made' 
of oak, walnut, or mahogany; inlaid broken cabinets; scattered frag** 
meats of chandeliers ; scraps of paper, with rags and empty Qonfectioaafy- 
boxes, were the only objects hi this part of the palace/ 

Of the danger with which this inventory of royal uphols- 
tery was made, some idea may be formed from the follows 
ing statement. Dr. Clarke and his companions, standing in 
the gardens of the seraglio, were examining, through the 
"windows, a private apartment of the Sultan's called the cham- 
ber of the garden of hyacinths. ( We had scarce (says he) 
ended our survey of this costly scene, when to our great dis- 
may a Bostanghi made his appearance within the apartment, 
but fortunately for us bis head was turned from the window, 
and we immediately sunk beneath it, creeping upon our 
bands and knees, until we got clear of the garden of hya- 
cinths.* p. 27. Instant death would have been the unavokl* 
able consequence of detection. 

It was not, however, in scenes and employments like these,, 
that Dr. Clarke passed the whole of his time in the Eastern 
capital. We shall briefly notice a few of the more remark* 
ble objects which attracted his attention. 

Dunng his residence in Constantinople, the procession of the 
Grand Signior at the opening of the Bairam — the most splen- 
did pageant exhibited to the inhabitants of that city— t-waty 
conducted with its customary magnificence. One part of this 
civic pomp, for its singularity deserves to be recorded. A, 
large collection of ancient armour, which Dr. Clarke, we 
think with great reason, suppose? %q forqa part^f the weapons, 
and military engines of the Greek emperors, was Wae on. 
sampler males before , the? Grand Siguier, and appeared !ta> 
form no inconsiderable part of the grandeur' -of the show. 

The bazar, or market, for manuscripts', is one of the most- 
remarkable literary curiosities which the world has at this 
day to exhibit ; and, strange to say, it is also one of the most 
neglected. Dr. Clarke, upon unquestionable data, calculate** 
that no less than £0,000 manuscripts, Arabic, Persian, and. 
Turkish, are daily exposed to sale iu the public streets of 
Constantinople. It must not, however, be supposed, that the 
whole, or even the greater part of these manuscripts, are 
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ringfe copies Bot of such at> immense ccritectiott the know- 
ledge hitherto attained must of necessity be most imperfect. 
A more diligent scrutiny might discover much that would 
amply repay the labour of the search. 

The monstrous superstitions* or rather the incredible buf- 
fooneries, too miserable to be dignified with the name even of 
superstition* which are practised as religious duties by the 
- dervishes of Scutari* have been often amply described, and by 
no, one we think more fully or accurately than that by the citi* 
zen Olivier,— a lively and vituperative republican, who, in the 
years i 794^-5* traversed the greatest part of the Ottoman 
empire, aftd published ot* his return a. very copious account of 
his observations. The narrative of Dr. C.is given with his 
characteristic deafness, and, though often told, the story 
deserves to be once more repeated. 

* As we entered the mosque, we observed twelve or fourteen dervishes 
walking slowly round, before a superior, in a small space, surrounded with; 
rails, beneath the dome of ^he building. 9 ' In a gallery over the entrant 
were stationed two or three performers on the tambourine and Turkish pipes. 
Presently the dervishes, crossing their arms over their breasts, and with 
each of their hands grasping their shoulders, began obeisance to the au- 
fterior, who stood with his back against the wall, facing the door of 
the mosque. Then each in succession, as he passed the" superior, 
having finished his bow, began to turn round; first slowly, but after- 
wards with such velocity, that, his long garments flying out in the rotatory 
motion, the whole party appeared spinning like so many umbrellas upon 
their handles. As they began, their hands were disengaged from their 
shoulders and raised gradually above their heads. At length as the velo- 
city of the whirl increased, they were all seen with their arms extended 
horizontally 9 and their eyes closed, turning with inconceivable rapidity. 
The music, accompanied by voices, served to animate them, while a steady 
did fellow, in a green pelisse, continued to walk among them, with a fixed 
Countenance, and expressing as much care and watchfulness, as if his life 
would expire with the slightest failure in the ceremony.' ' The elder of 
these dervishes appeared to me to perform the task with so little labour or 
exertion, that although their bodies were in violent agitation their connte* 
nances resembled those of persons in an easy sleep. The younger part of 
the dancers moved with no less velocity than the others, but it seemed in 
them a less mechanical operation. This extraordinary exercise continued 
for the space of fifteen minutes; a length of time it might be supposed 
sufficient to exhaust life itself during such an exertion, and our eyes began 
to ache with the sight of so many objects all turning one way. Suddenly, 
on a signal given by the directors of the dance, unobserved by the spec* 
tators, the dervishes all stopped at the same instant, like tue wheels of a 
machine, and what is iqqre extraordinary all in one circle, with their faces 
invariably towards the centre, crossing their arms on their breasts, and 
grasping their shoulders as before, bowing together at the same instant 
with the utmost regularity almost to the ground. We regarded them with 
astonishment, not one of them being in the slightest degree oat of breath. 
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heated, or haying his countenance at all changed.. After this, they fcegafc- 
to walk as at first, each following the other, within the railing, and passing 
tie superior as before. .As soon as their obeisance had been made, they 
began to turn again. This second exhibition lasted as long as the. first, 
and was similarly concluded. They then began to turn for the third time, 
and as the dance lengthened the music grew louder and more animating. 
Perspiration became evident on the features of the dervishes —the extended 
garments of some among them began to droop, and little accidents occurred, 
such as their striking against each other ; they nevertheless persevered, 
until large drops of sweat falling from their bodies on the floor, such a 
degree of friction was thereby produced, that the noise of their feet rubbing 
the floor was heard by the spectators. Upon this the third and last signal 
was made for them to halt, and the dance ended. 9 pp. 38—40. 

* On the first of March Dr. Clarke finally quitted Constantino- 
ple. We will not so abuse the patience of our readers, as to oc- 
cupy any part of the space we are able to allot to the review of 
the volume before us, with the old dispute about the site of the 
ancient Ilium. We must for the present, therefore, content 
ourselves with saying, that to so much of the creed of Jacob 
Bryant as places the city of Priam very much to the south of 
t*be strait now called the Dardanelles, we do most conscien- 
tiously subscribe. At the same time they who take much 
delight in such inquiries, will do well to consult Dr. Clarke's 
took. And if they should chance to smile at the confidence 
with which be arranges, in their several stations, the. tombs 
of iEneas, Ajax, and jJLsyetes, they will vet hardly fail to be 
edified by the variety of classical knowledge with which he 
illustrates his own peculiar theory, and the very neat and 
accurate survey of the d strict of Troas which be has produced 
in support of it. 

From the warm springs of Bonarbashy, to which Dr. 
Clarke is disposed to assign the honour of being the Aoutl 
xirya.1 mentioned II. X. 148, our author proceeded to the sources 
of the Mender. The cities of £ne s (the Alni* of Strabo) Turk- 
man 1£, and Beyrarukch, are all, especially the first, places 
remarkable for their extent, their beauty > and their antiquities. 
Beyramitch is, the capital of Troas. The land surrounding it— 
a fertile plain embosomed in lofty mountains— is the property 
iff the Pacha of the Dardanelles, whose immense wealth lias, in 
pursuance of the enlightened policy of the Porte, been almost 
exhausted by endless exactions. It is to the avidity of this 
Pacha, however, in the pursuit of materials for building, that 
the artists of this country are indebted for the exquisite frag- 
ment of a female figure, given by him to Dr. Clarke, and nqw 
deposited in the public library oi the University of Cambridge, 
litter a careful inspection of the antiquities of Beyramitch, and 
[roving,, at .the imminent peril of a broken, neck, enjoyed the 
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glorious scenery visible from the summit of Mount Gargarus, 
our author at last reached the sources of the Mender, or, as he 
usually writes, the Scamander. With the natural beauties of 
thin spot, heightened no doubt by classical association, Dr« 
Clarke appears to have been in no ordinary degree delighted. 

* Our ascent/ says he, * as we drew near to the source of the river t 
became steep and stony. Lofty summits towered above us, in the greatest 
style of Alpine grandeur, the torrent, in its rugged bed below* all the 
while foaming upon our left. Presently we entered one of the sublimes* 
natural amphitheatres the eye ever beheld, and here the guides desired us 
to alight. The noise of water silenced every other sound. These craggy 
rocks rose perpendicularly to an immense height, whose side and (issues, 
to the very clouds, concealing their tops, were covered with pines ; grow- 
ing in every possible direction, among a variety of evergreen shrubs, wild 
sage, hanging ivy, moss, and creeping herbage. Enormous plane trees 
waved their vast branches above the torrent. As we approached its deep 
gulph we beheld several cascades all of foam, pouring impetuously from 
chasms in the naked face of a perpendicular rock. It is said the same 
magnificent cataract continues during all seasons of the year, wholly 
Unaffected by the casualties of rain or melting snow. That a river so 
ennobled by ancient history should at the same time prove equally eminent 
in circumstances of natural dignity, is a fact worthy of being related. Its 
origin is not like the source of ordinary streams, obscure and uncertain ; of 
doubtful locality, and undetermined character ; ascertained with difficulty, 
among various petty subdivisions, in swampy places, or amidst insignificant 
rivulets, falling from different parts of the same mountain, and equally 
tributary : it bursts at once from the dark womb of its parent fa all the 
greatness of the divine origin assigned to it by Homer. The early Chris* 
dans who retired or fled from the haunts of society to the wilderness of ' 
Gargarut, seem to have been fully sensible <of the effect produced by grand- 
objects, in selecting, as the place of their abode, the scenery near the 
source of the Scamander, where the voice of nature speaks in her most 
awful tone, where amidst roaring waters, waving forests, and broken precis 
pices, the mind of man becomes impressed as by the influence of the present 
Deity.' p. 1*3—4. 

. From the Dardanelles, Dr. Clarke and his companions fiuaJIv 
sailed, towards the conclusion of the month of March, in & small 
skiff which was carrying provisions to the British army, then 
encamped before Alexandria. On such an expedition, it is not 
to be supposed that much time could be afforded for a survey 
of the shores and mountains of the lovely islands by which he 
passed. * Barrels of Adrianople tongues, candles, tea, sugar, 
cheese, onions, and biscuit,' appear to have engrossed the 
whole attention of the captain of their vessel, who, it should 
seem, beheld without the least remorse all the pains he inflicted 
on his passengers, by passing tin visited the lands where ' Eoliaa 
lyres were strung in 'every valley, and every mountain was 
consecrated by the breach of inspiration.' .p. 182. 
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The voyage, however, was happily interrupted by the deterw 
lion of their vessel at the islands of Cos (the modern Stancbio) 
mid Rhodes, and at the gulph of Glaucqs ,in Asia Minor. The 
gulph of Glaucus, or, as it is now called, the bay of Macri. 
lying on the confines of the ancient provinces of Caria ana 
Lycia, is remarkable for the grandeur of its scenery, its pesti- 
lent ml climate, and the beautiful remains of antiquity in its 
immediate vicinity. The modern town of Macri is built on 
the site, and amidst the ruins, of Tehnessus. The ancient 
theatre was an enormous pile, erected on the side of a lofty 
mountain sloping to the sea. In the construction of the build- 
ing, the architect had laboured to tbrpw into the perspective all 
the sublime landscape by which be was surrounded. Jt will 
be found, indeed, that toe artists of Greece were ge^e^ally 
careful, io the construction of their public edifices, to make 'Am 
beauties of nature subservient to those of art. 9 Of this, endles* 
evampies may be found in the remains of the numerous tem- 
ptes and theatres, commanding the tall cliffs, or rising in the 
hollows of the mountains, which spread along the whole 
southern and western shores of the lesser Asia. The nei|jh- 
bourhood of Telmessus abounds with Soroi, and other monu* 
ments of its former greatness, inferior, indeed, to its theatre in 
splendour, but well deserving a patient and careful examina- 
tion. We have not room at present, however, even for a short 
notice of the most remarkable; — nor cap we afford space for any 
abridgement of the detailed account given by our author of the 
-early part of the campaign in Egypt* 

After visiting Cyprus, Dr. Clarke proceeded in the Romulus 
frigate to Acre. The ship having been dispatched, from the 
fleet off Aboukir, to take in a cargo of bullocks for the supply 
of the army, Dr. Clarke was engaged to act as interpreter fof 
bis friend Captain Culverhouse, who commanded the vessel, iri 
negotiating this important affair with Djezzar Pacha, the 
tyrant of Acre. The portrait exhibited of this savage, 
is curious, accurate, and instructing. Possessed of Herculean 
vigour of body, and a lame share of natural shrewdness* 
profoundly- ignorant of all the advantages of literature, and 
laterally despising them, he gave full indulgence to thje most 
bloodthirsty and brutal temper, with the most perfect defiance 
and contempt of all human and divine authority. Grievous a* 
it is to reflect, that such a monster should have existed in ou| 
own «iays, gratifying without restraint, for more than twenty 
years, bis stupid and malevolent passions, it is not amiss to 
contemplate the picture steadily and in detail, We «re atL 
more of tess, the slaves of pomp and circumstance, and kwiij 
not, perhaps, be without its use, to study the working* 
of those passioiBMn.the mind of a paltry Pacha of Acre, whkh 
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have stimulated mare powerful tyrants to desolate the world* 
This man, at an early period of life, sold himself to a merchant 
at Constantinople; and, from ttoe, situation of a Mameluke, 
has risen to the high dignity of . Gtfvennor of Cairo. At the 
time to which the book before us refers, he was Paohaof Seide, 
fcbe antient Sidon; * lord of Damascus of Berytus and Tyre; 
and, with the exception of a revolt among the Druses, might be 
considered master of all Syria.* Though nominally subjeet to 
the Porte, he was in fact wholly independent 4>f its authority. 
His appellation ofDjezzar signifies butcher. Dr. Clarke saw, as 
he tells us, several persons standing by the door of his apartment, 
* some without a nose — others without an arm — with on$ 
ear only <, or ode eye,' At one period ©f the Pacha's life, having 
reason to suspect the fidelity of his wives,, be put seven of them 
to death with his o^n bands. While the Romulus lay oS Acre 
a disturbance had arisen, in consequence of some stones having 
been thrown into the ship's boat, by some of the Pacha's 
people. Dr. Clarke instantly proceeded te the palace of the 
tyrant to complain of this insolence. The manner of his 
reception is thus related. 

* Nothing could exceed the expression of fury visible in Djezzar't 
countenance at this intelligence. It might have been said of him at of 
Nebuchadnezzar, tic form of his visage wot changed. Drawing his dagger 
be beckoned the officer,— as Bertocino trembling, said to us, now you <wiM 
he satisfied. What, said I, is he going to do? To put to death that poor 
puia, added he ; and scarcely were the words uttered, than I, more terrified 
than any of the party, caught hold of the Djezzar's arm ; the midshipman* 
adding his intreaties to mine, and every oue of us earnesdy supplicating 
pardon for the .poor victim. All we could obtain, was permission from the 
Pacha to have the punishment suspended, until Captain Culverhouse was 
informed of the circumstance, "who, coming on shore saVed the manV . 
life/?. 388., , 

We are ten^pted, though the extract is long, to transcribe 
Tor the amusement of our readers the following curious passage, 
from the account of another interview between our author and 
this summary dispenser of vindictive justice. 

' We found him seated on a mat, in a litde chamber, destitute even of 
the meanest article of furniture, excepting a coarse porous earthen-ware 
Vessel, for cooling the water he occasionally drank. He was surrounded 
by persons maimed and disfigured in the manner before described. He 
scarcely looked up to notice our entrance, but continued his employment 
of drawing upon the floor, for one of his engineers, a plan of some works 
fe>was>iih?n <censtrticthlg. His form was athletic, and his long white beaud 
«ntirefy covered his. breast 5 his habit was that of a common Arab, plain but 
<elean« consisting; of a -white camblet, over a cotton cassock. His turban 
v^as .also while. Neither cushion nor carpet decorated the naked boards 
of Jb|s divan. In his girdle he wore a poignard set with diamonds; but 
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(his he apologized for exhibiting, saving " it was his badge of office at 
governor of Acre, and therefore could not be laid aside." The conver- 
sation began by a request from the Pacha, that English captains; in 
future, entering the l3ay of Acre, would fire only one gun, rather as a 
signal than as a salute upon their arrival. " There can be no good 
reason," said he " for such a waste of gunpowder in ceremony between 
friends. Besides/* he added, " I am too old to be pleased with cere- 
mony : among forty-three pachas of three tails, now living in Turkey, I 
am the senior. 3VJy occupations are consequently as you see very impor- 
tant," taking out a pair of scissars, and beginning te.cut figures in paper, 
which was his constant employment when strangers were present : these 
he afterwards stuck upon the wainscot. " I shall send each of you away," 
said he, " with good proof of old Djezzar's ingenuity. There," ad- 
dressing himself to Captain Culverhouse, and offering a paper cannon, 
•* there is a symbol of your profession." While I was explaining to 
the captain the meaning of this singular address, he offered me a paper 
flower, denoting, as he said, " ajUr'td interpretation of blunt speech" 
As often as we endeavoured to introduce the business of our visit, he 
affected to be absorbed in, these trifling conceits, or turned the conversa- 
tion by allegorical sayings, to whose moral we could find no possible 
clue. His whole discourse was in parables, proverbs, truisms, and 
oriental apologues. One of his tales lasted nearly an hour, about a 
ban who wished to enjoy the peaceful cultivation of a small garden, 
without consulting the lord of the manor, whenever he removed a tulip, 
alluding, perhaps, to his situation with reference to the Grand 
Signior. There wae evidently much cunning and deep policy id his 
pretended frivolity. Apparently occupied in regulating the shape of a 
watch paper with his scissors, he was all the while deeply attentive to 
our words and even to our looks, anxious to discover whether there was 
any urgency in the nature of our visit." p. 370. 

There is much more to the same purpose in Dr. Clarke's 
book ; but our reader will probably be satisfied. 

While the Romulus was taking in her stores at Acre, 
our author proceeded, with a strong party of Europeans, 
and with a guard of. the Djezzar's cavalry, to Nazareth. We 
*hali endeavour to compress into the remaining part of this 
article, *ome of the more interesting of the many valuable 
remarks which occur in this volume, respecting the natural 
history and antiquities of the Holy Land, and the illustrations' 
of scripture which the activity and learning of Dr. Clarke en- 
abled him to discover. 

The village of Nazareth standing at the foot of lofty hills, 
•is still inhabited by some of the wretched subjects of the 
Pacha of Acre, to whose mandates an . instant and terribly 
obedience is exacted. The conversation of the Arabs was 
full of complaint against their governors. One of them 
said " Beggars in England are happier and better than wf 
poor Aiaus." fcl Why belter T % said one of our party, " Hap* 
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pier" replied the Arab, "in a good government: better, 
because they will not endure a bad one" p. 440* 

The situation of the town is very distinctly marked in St. 
Luke's Gospe]. « c They led him unto the brow of a hill 
whereon their city was built. 9 ' Its modern appearance ex- 
actly corresponds to this description. This solitary spot, so 
often honoured as the residence of the redeemer of mankind, 
is sunk irtto the most debased state of political subjection, as 
well as into the. grossest- superstition and ignorance. At the 
lower part of the town there is a Franciscan convent, where 
the. friars shew what they call the kitohen and fire place of the 
virgin: they have al>o a miraculous self-suspended pillar of 
granite. 

The well intentioned zeal of the Empress Helena, 
aided by the labours of a whole generation of opulent and 
powerful devotees, has covered with churches, and monaste- 
ries, and altars, almost every spot hi the Holy Land, which 
tradition has pointed out as the scene of any of the transac- 
tions of our Saviour's life. Helena was the mother of the Em- 
peror Constantine the first. In her eightieth year she com- 
menced a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The youthful spirit and 
emerprize of the undertaking are truly marvellous ; but ac- 
tivity, unattended by good sense, not only loses all its value, 
but often becomes positively pernicious. As a specimen of 
the discretion with which her improvements were conducted, 
it will be sufficient to refer to the structure, to which, for 
many centuries, the name of the Holy Sepulchre has been 
affixed. The church by which this consecrated place is 
covered, stands nearly in the centre of the modern city, 
and all travellers, and writers on the subject, from the days 
of Eusebius down to those of Mo»s. de Chateaubriand, concur 
in bearing testimony to the identity of this spot with that in 
which the body of the Redeemer was deposited.- The long 
existence of this opinion seems, however, to be the only evi- 
dence of its truth. The fabric to which the name of the 
Holy Sepulchre is now given, is built in the principal aisle 
of the church and ' beneath the main dome/ and resembles, 
says Dr. Clarke, * a huge pepper box.' The pilgrims by 
whom it is visited, are first introduced into a kind of ante- 
chapel, where is exhibited a block of white marble lying 
before; the door of the interior chamber — the actual tomb, 
as Helena supposed, of the Saviour. This ' block is pointed 
out as that on which the angel sat j but .corresponds ? neither 
with the mouth of the sepulchre, jior with the substance 
.from which it must have been hewn' — the rocks of Jerusalem 
consisting all, as Dr. Clarke informs us, of common compact 

Vol. VIII. 4 U 
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limestone. From the account given by thfe Evangelists of 
the tomb of the Messiah, it seems unquestionable, that it was* 
formed Uy the excavation of a rock. Matthew, Luke, and 
Mirk, mention this circumstance* From St. John's Gospel 
it appears that thfe sepulchre was immediately adjoining 
the place of crucifixion : wlihrf twrfr So* Vaus&i, xSwro*, xiu '» 

Xf *ir* fjitrtfAn&v nJbuib h tf £H*» £&; It&j. 'BxS & M Tt?» «t»pa<rxff4fe 

tw 'itfWtm, k. t. x. The name of Golgotha, signifying " th* 
place of a Scull," and that of Calvary, which is synonintoottt 
with it, are supposed with great probability to indicate 4 
place of sepulture. The antienc Jews, in common with *tt 
other Eastern nations, among whom the burial of the dead 
was practised, constructed their tombs with incredible labour. 
Of fchese sepulchres, or sorol, very numerous examples are 
mentioned in the volume before us. They consist of large 
excavations, or chambers, formed in the lateral surface bf 
Jofty and durable rocks ; and of this kind it is probable Wto 
that possessed by Joseph of Arimatbea. Now at the sgp^ 
posed sepulchre of Jesus Christ, there is neither any s&rok 
remaining, nor any appearance of rocks in which such * retefep* 
tacle might have been formed — neither does it retain atty 
marks of those depositories of the dead, to which we tiihf 
suppose the place of our Lord's burial to have oWSd 
the name of Golgotha. Shaw endeavours to explain this 
difficulty by saying, that all the rock was cut away te 
the level of the church, " leaving the tomb or grotto abtafe 

? round." Oh examining this remaining gtotto, however, Bt\ 
'larke could find no traces whatsoever of any antient tofeb. 
€ The sides 9 says he, c consist of that beautiful breccia VfcU 
garly called verd-antique marble, and over the entfahce th% 
substance is of the same nature/ 

Of the state of the Holy City itself, its population, triafU 
ners, and government, we have but little information frdm 
Dr. Clarke. The following description of the approach trf 
their cavalcade is giVen with his usual vivacity, and is ito 
unfavourable specimen of his descriptive powers. 

* At length, after about two hours had been .passed in this state of 
anxiety and suspense, ascending a hill towards the south — Eagtofio&sl 
exclaimed a Creek in the van of our cavalcade, and instantly throwing 
himself from his horse, was seeh bare-headed upoh his ktafes, focingthl 
prospect he surveyed. Suddenly the sight burst upon us all. Who 
shall describe it ! the effect produced was that of total silence through- 
out the whole company. Many of the party by an immediate impulse 
took off their hats, as it entering a church, without being sensible of so 
doing. The Greeks and Catholics shed torrents of tears, 4nd presently 
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beginning to erofis themselves Kvhh unfeigned' devotion, asked if they 
might be permitted to take off the covering from thei* feet, and proceed 
bare-footed to the Holy Sepukhir. We had not been prepared for die 
grander of (he spectaclf which the city atone exhibited. Instead of 
a wretched afld ruined tawn, by some described as the desolated rem- 
nant of Jerusalem, we beheld as it were a flourishiqg.and stately metro- 
polis; presenting a magnificent assemblage oi domes, powers, palaces, 
churches! and monasteries; all, of which, glittering in the tun's rays* 
shone with inconceivable splendour. A a, we drew near, our whole atten- 
tion was engrossed byitd noble and interesting appearance. The lofty 
kills whereby it id surrounded, give io the city itself an appearance of 
elevation inferior tothat Which it redly possesses/ p. 525. 

At Jerusalem o^r travellers jyerp well lodged, and very hos- 
pitably ^ntpr^iH^ by th^jFrfrticis^an fr>arsof the convent 
pf St- Salvador, Tijeseg^dUjtis of jtjus Holy Sepulchre 
appear tq,,e>ijoy^iV^ry.sq(pciei>ti pro£o#ioir<># the luxuries 
and comforts of \\fe. Dr. . jCJartye .'*i*i bU lootoparty were 
tregaled, in w a4(Woi* to t^tnqtevsqbstarltral requisites of a 
gpcni s.appe^ ,wb tea, XflJl.^hipb by tfye way ,hd prononnefei 
a cordial apd well #ierjted eqloey) , Isfaonadfe, coffee, tod 
," sonaebottjjesjp^ Noyqu,"... The Jas£ artfeje, appears to beia 
great derna^d^JfgmswfHv .; v ^ 
. The manu&cftur^ oi the.dpl^Ge,, or at least; such as Dr- 

Slarke saw, ^onsjsted.of beatja,, ^rps^es, 4bells, rosaries, Ao. 
f their, r^arjjes and aiqplet», ; wime w$4ee wrought of the 
black fetid* limestone pf^tbe teksijAsj^Uito*,; it is worn in 
the East as? a char^i agairtsfcfcbrf pJflgu^ Thestreets of Jem* 
salenrv are narrow, and the bpflfeji lofty , their lower; sfcori&s 
having t no, windows. , The Warspr ;*ihops fcr<*, meajp, poot, 
iand uowj?ofe^fye ; ,the rapstfity, >?f ;i tbie,TurfefiJvid eieefcuaUy 
preve^^ *lie ? £#posBre f<*»aieJ Th* 

pity ,k (i j^iabJt^ff fry a qotimdfd ^tribo rtf 43hrwtiWKn% Jews* 
and Mauop^etpr^ : and they a«egeo0f ally }is*tes*t*tfd igBOtanL 
The n^cme.pf pjflar, er<*<Kf*l *«f the.^e^fcerifcury by jthe 
Jualipb of, that .najfrfts »n $3 ^v.ctf.lth^tc^Ie ,o!£ $Qlopion* 
iottm a jnost inagaifiewt^ple* sojtfr&f, itv the Opinion of 
Dr. Clarke* to xh^:rwso^^$^t ! ;Sophia,ifl Coi1$tantinople> 
It is jievjer opened ,\p, the. «pro&Mie gaze #f Christians; wf 
cpMld.,qur auibpf ©btfriq frw* the govemovy even through 
*he interest, of t Djeza^r. Jfcefei's interpreter, permission to 
enter, it. The .Greek aqd ^Armenia^, convents aire large and 
splendid.. In -the appe#B&ftP5 <>f the, latter every thing i$ 

/' , »; ■ j 1 , ' ") ,.: ■'■■ i" ' ' "^ m !<? — h i** * — ? * " ■»' * — " ■ "j ' " *» '>' * * "" 

* «! CljaiK iiarbo«atee fctidey iAfofy, »« Pierre puartt^' ixamh % Tod 
II. p. 58. '« Swinestone, 9 .* A&cis^^<M,St|fiksteio^^^f^i^m/ 9 Tom L p. 
,567. " Spathum frictione foetidum," tfalltr % Tom I. p. 148." 

4 U 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



1102 ClarWs Travels. 

oriental 'The Patriarch,' says Dr. Clarke, 'makes his ap 
pearance in a flowing vest of silk, instead of a monkish habit, 
and every thing around him bears the character of eastern 
magnificence. He receives his visitors in regal staieliness, 
sitting tynidst clouds of incense, and regaling them with aH 
the luxuries of a Persian court.' ' 

Few objects in die neighbourhood of Jerusalem are more 
remarkable^ than the Mount of Olives. Though spoiled of its 
vegetation at the period Of the siege, yet such is the natural 
aptitude of the soil for the growth of olive trees, that there 
are now to be found upon it many of a very venerable anti- 

Siity.. At the foot of the mount there is a grove, still called 
e Garden of Gethsemane. At the descent of the Mount or 
Olives our Saviour " beheld the city and wept over it.* 
David, flying from his son Absalom, " went up by the ascent 
of Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up." Cold indeed 
would be the heart of that man, who could tread withindif* 
ference on this hallowed soil. The € * plains of Marathon and 
\ the ruins of Iona** tell, indeed^ of glory and devotion, but they 
* tell also of the extinction of science, and of the fall of em- 
pire. He who wanders among the consecrated hills " which 
stand about Jerusalem," — who is surrounded by those scenes 
among which the temple Or the Most High was once con- 
spicuous — where the prophet* of Jehovah denounced his 
dreadful vengeance, or nailed the approach of the great 
Redeemer— over which the star of Bethlehem arose, while 
the chorus of heaven proclaimed to earth the descent 
of the incarnate deity, and from whence the meek and holy- 
Jesus poured forth his benedictions on the pure in heart, 
the mourner, and the persecuted, while thousands re-echoed 
their blessings on him who bad healed all their diseases— he, 
in fine, who sees that holy spot on which our expiring Re- 
deemer, triumphing amidst agonies unutterable, exclaimed, 
" it is finished,"— such a man will be wrapt into a far nobler 
company than that of the sages or warriors of Marathon ot 
Iona ; and though be may weep over the events which hi* 
memory will retrace, yet a Joyful hope will dissipate his tears, 
when he remembers that the scenes among which he stands, 
will ere lone witness the triumph of his Saviour's kingdom— 
that again aft nations will worship towards Jerusalem — that the 
lion snail lie down with the kfd, and that there, where the 
great sacrifice was completed, shall be seen the consumma- 
tion of earthly happiness,, and the glorious foretaste of 
heaven. — In such feelings the author of this volume, we are 
well satisfied, has cordially sympathized. 
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Bethlehem is distant from Jerusalem about si x miles. At 
this place the plague prevailed to such an extent, during Dr. 
Clarke's residence in the Holy Land, that, when he announced 
to the monks of St Salvador his intention of visiting it, he 
was informed, that if he persisted in his purpose, he could not 
be re-admitted as a visitor at their monastery. Nothing de- 
terred, however, by difficulties which would have alarmed 
a less adventurous spirit, he finally quitted the Franciscan 
friars to visit the place of our Saviour's nativity. 

The town lies on the ridge of a hill, on the southern side of 
a deep valley. A monastery is erected over the cave of the 
nativity, whose walls appeared like those of a vast fortress. 
The fear of contagion, however, prevented our traveller from 
exploring this building ; and after all the mummeries which 
he had witnessed at Jerusalem, he had perhaps but little 
reason to lament his inability to see what would probably have 
been merely a repetition of them in a still more tiresome 
form. In the valley below the town is a weH, by which Dr. 
Clarke's party halted for refreshment. Wells Hi the East are 
too valuable not to/be very carefully preserved. Our author 
supposes this in the valley of Bethlehem, to be the identical 




longed and said, Ohi that one would give me to drink of the 
water of the well of Bethlehem which is by the sate." The 
conjecture, we think, is by no means devoid of probability. In 
connection with this illustration of the inspired writings it 
may be well to mention here a similar observation, made by 
Br, Clarke in the Terebinthine vale, which lies in the road 
from Bethlehem to Jaffa. We give it in his own words. 

• ' After three miles of as hard a journey, over hills and rocks, as 
any we had experienced, we entered the famous Terebinthine vale, 
renowned during nineteen centuries as die field of the victory gained by 
the youngest of the sons of Jesse over the uncircumcised champion of 
the Philistines, who had " defied the armies of the living God." The 
admomhu heorvm cannot be more forcibly excited, than by the word 
of Scripture : " And Saul and the men of Israel were {gathered 
together, and pitched by jhe valley of Elah t and set the battle in array 
against the Philistines. And the Philistine stood on a mountain on 
the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side; and. 
there was a valley between them." Nothing has ever^ occurred to alter 
the appearance of the country. As it was then, so it is now. The 
very brook whence David ** chose him five smooth stones" has been 
noticed by many a thirsty pilgrim journeying from Jaffa to Jerusalem ; 
all of whom most pass it tn their way." j>. -625. 
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Dr. Cl^rk^s t^twnopy as to the. weqaaUed futility of 
Judea is very repwckable. It afforded, say* be* f one of 
the most striking pictures of hunaan industry which it is 
possible to behold/ The rock* and vattie* were covered 
with vines and olive tree?* From their bases to their sum- 
mits, the hills were a continued garden. Millet, cotton, 
linseed, tobacco, and barley were sefcn, among ether standiug 
crops. ' It is truly the IJden of the East, rejoicing in the 
abundance of its wealth. 9 * Under a wise and beneficent 
government, the produce of the Holy Land would exceed all 
calculation. 9 

The Dead Sep is seen from the hills of Bethlehem, ap- 
parently in their immediate vicinity, but in fact at the 
distance of a wearisome journey, . The Arabs, by whom its: 
shores were infested, prevented J)r. Clarke's approach. At 
the spot, from which he beheld it,, its appearance is wild, 
end in the highest degree majestic. . It is upwards of seventy 
miles long, and nearly nineteen in. breadth* Of ibis lake 
many marvels have been told. Moos, de Chatesubrisqd, (as we 
have had occasion to notice in a former number 41 ) speaks of a< 
" dismal sound proceeding, from this lake of death (ike 
thf stifled clamours of the pftpk enguipked in its waters!" 
That its shores produce fnwt beautiful- to the sight, but 
containing nothing but ashes — thafc its waters and exhalations 
are destructive of animal lifer— that it bears upon its surface 
even the heaviest metals — these*; Mud numberless stories of 
a like character, have beet* perpetually repeated, and, as 
it should seem, from the more authentic accounts of Maofe- 
drell and Haselqimt, with barely any foundatioo of truth. 
The accounts of the extraordinary specific gravity of its 
waters mu$t, Jioweyer, be excepted from this remark. Maufl- 
drell, a very high authority, asserts t^at it bore np his body, 
in swimming, wjtn uncommon strength. Kyery autbpr inoeed . 
by whona the fcke is nientiojci^ci. (as, is observed by Ok Cladwt) . 
ftrpm Aristotle o^nwara#, concurs . in attesting the reality 
of tlpisfact. ...„. ... 



* See Ed. Rev. Vpl. VIII. pp. 26, 27. 
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taip-rogd*. fp? tbe purpose of repairing ft brqk/Bn \ qmbrelliu 
It was now the 15th of July. The mercury in a gloomy 
recess under ground, perfectly shaded, while the scale was 
plapecj so as not to' touch the rock, remained at 100 degrees 
of Fahrenheit. € As to ipaking any observation in the sun's 
rays/ says Dr. Clarke, ' that was impossible: not one of 
the party had courage to wait with the thermometer a 
single minute in such a situation. 9 Other evils not less 
distressing than the heat, they had likewise to encounter. 
"The King of the fleas? said an Araj> Sheijt to the discon- 
solate travellers, " hpldf his court at Tiberiqs" 
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douce, tu tfiitaaAei Dictt te preserve du regard del envieux? p. 494*. 
n*te. 

This is, howeyGr, a favourable sketch of the tenderness of 
heart of these sons of the desart, heightened, it may be, by 
some touches of French eloquence. Of their sterner tpood our 
author had, jn his own person, a very intelligible specimen. 
His baggage containing, among other things, all his journals, 
had been seized by some Arabs lying at the village of 
Bethoor, irj the neighbourhood of Rama. Attended by 
an Arab chief at the head of a troop of horsemen, Dr. 
Clarke proceeded to the camp in which his goods were 
detained. Here a long, and angry dialogue commenced 
between tjie sheik, who had got possession of the plunder, 
and the chief by whom our traveller had been escorted. The 
subject of the conference was!, the expediency of making 
prisoners of the unfortunate Europeans. At length the for- 
midable name of the Dj'ezfea*. Pacha prevailed, decided the 
dispute in favour of our cbuhtryman's liberation, who, but 
for his potent ally had not prbbably survived to tell the tale 
of his hair breadth escape. 

• pr. Clarke and* his companions, after their visit to the Arabs 
at Bethoor, proceeded through Rama to the town of Jaffa, 
At Jaffa he found the plague had preceded him. On the sands 
adjoining the town, he was repeatedly shocked with the appear- 
ance of dead" bodies, from which the waves had washed off the 
thin coyefihg of sand under which they had been deposited. 
The British consul at the place, informed our travellers, that 
these were the remains of persons who had fallen victims to the 
ravages of the plague, and who had been carried thither for 
interment. L The mention of Jaffa reminds us of a passage ix\ 
in Dr. Clarke's book which we are happy to mention. He 
wholly discredits the story of the supposed massacre of 
the sick in the French hospitals. The ground of his disbelief, 
and, as we think, a very satisfactory ground, is the total silence, 
upon the subject, of the British consul and all the other inhabi- 
tants of the plg&e with whom he conversed. They were in the 
highest degree irritated at the conduct df the French, and lost no 
occasion of vilifying their characters; but though Dr, Clarke was 
at Jaffa so soon after the supposed butchery took place, he 
never, be says, heard this accusation even hint&d at The 
cause of humanity cpuld gain but little, though it may lose 
much, from the propagation of unfounded calqmnies even 
against the bitterest enemy of human happiness ; nor, alas ! is 
it necessary to look to doubtful authority, for prqof of the re- 
lentless barbarity pf thp iqvader of Spain, and the spoiler of 
Moscow. 
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On casting our eyes over the sketch we hare attempted to 
give to our readers of this valuable work, we are deeply sen-* 
sible of the inadequacy of what we have written to convey 
to them any tolerable notion of the curious, important 
•and amusing information with which it abounds. Nor, in esti- 
mating the ability of the author, must it be forgotten, that all 
the observations on the manners — the antiquities — the sacred, 
profane, and natural history of the Holy Land, with which 250 

Sjarto pages of his volume are filled, were accumulated under 
1 the disadvantages of a noxious and burning climate, and 
amidst constant interruptions from the plundering Arab tribes, 
in the short space of twelve days. We do not, however, wish 
to be understood, as wondering that so much printing could be 

Jot up in so short a time. Sir John Carr, or M. Kotzebue, we 
are say, would have compiled twice the quantity in half the al- 
lowance, with all imaginable ease; and in reading even Dr. 
Clarke's book we have seldom occasion to lament, that he had 
not longer opportunity of observation. With him, as with less 
eminent men, first impressions, however vivid and' distinct, are 
occasionally inaccurate and partial ; but his book is, after all, a 
very curious example of activity of mind, and enterprise of 
spirit, successfully directed to the acquisition of useful know- 
ledge. We do not, we think, hazard much in saying, that we 
lenow of none of his contemporaries, with the single exception 
of Humboldt,, who could so well have accomplished such an 
undertaking. And, although among the numerous travellers 
whose names are still recorded with respect, in the history of 
English literature, many (as Bruce, ana Captain Cook, and 
Parke) have done incomparably more in extending our know- 
ledge of remote and trackless regions ; yet perhaps no man 
has made greater contributions, than the author whose works 
we have been considering, to that stock of accurate, distinct, 
and minute information, which forms the surest basis of sound 
philosophy — po one has surveyed the world with the advantage 
of more various learning, or has communicated to the public 
- the result of his remarks on mankind, in a style more perfectly 
free from vulgarity, feebleness, or bad taste, or more distin- 
guished for clearness, elegance, and facility; 

After all, however, we are not perhaps quite impartial judges 
in this case ; or, at least, had our duty called on us to censure 
instead of to praise, it would have been a duty which we fear 
we should hardly have prevailed on ourselves to perform. 
Critics though we are, %< we are not stocks and stones ; ,f 
and we will confess that our hearts have warmed towards this 
distinguished person, ever since we read bis noble vindication 
of the best interests of his fellow men in the meeting of the 
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Bible Society at tbp yniversity of C^qabfiflgftf Though fair 
from the presumption, of claiming in any pfche?, respect an 
equality with him* yet in seal for thegre^t cause among the 
njQSt eloquent champions of which he is justly numbefedj wp 
will npt admit even bfc suppripqty, . His literary eminence 
will deservedly secure to him the applauses of the .few, the 
comparatively few, who cap iustlv appreciate the extent of his . 



is added Tie Terra * a philosophical 'discourse of Earth* ' The fourth 
edition. 2 ?oIs. 4/to. pp. 8$Q, 394, and 88. 4d plates, price 51. 5s. 
l^mgmw. 181* 
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contemn the whole affair as below the notice of genius, and 
attach a very mean degree of consequence tp wbft they \vpul4 
denominate the natural history of hoops and broom-sticks, it 

Say be prudent to remark, that, at. the time when Evelyji wrote, 
e mQst unbounded ravages were committing on the forests of 
our island : that we have every reason to attribute to the energy 
of bis pen, the commencement of those patriotic efforts which 
have been made to retrieve the prodigality of past ages : and 
th^t it is an incontestible fact, th 
vessels of our present navy, are 

Jlanted at his instigation, and but 
ave been planted at all. The sub 
dignity of national importance : n 
that Evelyn foresaw the remote iv 
vised and applied the remedy, and 
effected a cure, be at a loss to 
iiess of perception, that fertility pi 
tjve seal, whiqh characterise trw 

ipew tl}«t Britain, a. century after his decease, would want a 
Nelson, and that Nelson want a vessel, and who, to meet that 
requirement^ planted the elm which formed her keel, or reared 
from the 
the than 
of his C( 
claim, 
being s; 
and moi 
greater 
csw. 1 

b»t often think of what the learned Melancthop above an^ 
hundred years since was wont to saj 
when the want of three- things woul 
Hg*v*n> prebam tnonetam, probos an 
smccrGfrttnds.' The scarcity of tb< 
forced itself on the attention of the n 
it is owing ir) $ vpry considerable < 
the fir$t part of the prophecy has nc 
ramdUy toward^ it^ ^ccQmplLshment, 

Tp the present edition of the Sylva is prefixed % sfcprt ^ T ', 
coiwtef tbelife of the author, enumerating bis various literary 
pqgfrttinaaeas, with the tame of their appearance. He was 
born at.Wotton iu Surry, in the year 4620; entered at Balipl 
College Oxford, m 1697 ; and left England, in 1644, to maW 
tbe tourof Buifope, which he did to the great credit ?f 'hi*:' 
country arid his own advantage. Some of th$ views wtyjcft'.fae;'' 
took in Italy were engraved by Hoare, dn eminent artist 1 
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of that time. At Paris he married the daughter of the British 
minister, Sir Richard Browne, and returned with her to Eng- 
land about 1651, when he took up his residence at Sayes Court, 
near Deptford, in Kent. During the troubles of these turbulent 
times, he lived very retired ; and seems to have acquired that 
fondness for agricultural and sylvan employments and pleasures^ 
which ever after became a distinguishing trait in his character. 
Here he formed the plan for a species or philosophic seclusion 
from the world, an outline of which is preserved in a letter to 
Mr. Boyle, dated 3d Sept. 1659. 

< I propose the purchasing of thirty or forty acres of land, in some 
healthy place, not above twenty-five miles from London ; of which a good 
part should be tall wood, and the rest upland pastures, or downs sweetly 
irrigated. If there were not already a house, which might be converted, 
&c. we would erect, upon the most convenient site of this, near the wood, 
our building, viz. one handsome pavilion, containing a refectory, library, 
withdrawing room, and a closet; this the first story.. ..In the second 
should be a fair lodging chamber, a pallet room, a gallery, and a closet ; all 
which should be well and very nobly furnished, for any worthy person 
that might desire to stay any time, and for the reputation of the college.. •• 
Opposite to the house, towards the wood, should be erected a pretty 
chapel ; and at equal distances, even within $he flanking walls of the 
square, six apartments or cells for the members of the society, and not 
contiguous to the paviUion ; each whereof should contain a small bed- 
chamber, an outward room, a closet, and a private garden, somewhat after 
the manner of the Carthusians. There should likewise be an elaboratory, 
with a repository for rarities and things of natute : an aviary, dovehouse, 
physic garden, kitchen garden, and a plantation of orchard fruit, &c. 
all uniform buildings, but of single stories', or a little elevated. At a 
convenient distance towards the ofitory garden, should be a stable for two 
or three horses, and a lodging for a servant or two. Lastly, a garden 
house, and conservatory for tender plants. M .There shall be maintained at 
the public charge, only a chaplain well qualified ; an ancient woman to 
dress the meat, &c. a man to buy provisions, and a boy to assist him, and 
serve within... .Okjders : — At six in summer, prayers in the chapel. To 
study till half an hour after eleven. Dinner in the refectory till one. 
Retire till four. Then call to conversation (if the weather invite} abroad, 
else in the refectory. This never omitted, but in case of sickness. 
Prayers at seven. To bed at nine. In the winter the same with some 
abatements for hours, because the nights are tedious, and the evenings* 
conversation more agreeable. This in the refectory. All play interdicted, 
ami bowls, chess, &c Every one to cultivate his own garden.,.. Weekly 
ftst. Communion once*very fortnight, or month at least... .Every Thuss* . 
day shall be a musk-meeting at conversation hours.,..There shall be a 
detent habit and uniform used in the college. One month in the year may 
be spent in London, or any of the universities, or in a perambulation for 
the public benefit, with what other orders shall be thought convenient,"*** 
BoyVs Works, vol. U.' pp, 15— 17* 
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Besides amusing himself with these reveries, he employed 
his leisure in producing several tracts — of which the following 
are enumerated : " Liberty and Servitude, from the French ; w 
"A Character of England :" " The State of France:" "An 
Essay on the first book of Lucretius interpreted, and made into 
English verse:" " The French Gardener:" and " The golden 
book of St. Cbrysostonp, concerning the Education of Chil- 
dren." Of these several have gone through more than one 
edition. 

With the return of brighter prospects for the royalists, he 
'quitted philosophy for politics ;' and produced his " Apology 
for the royal party," and "The late news, or Message from 
Brussels, unmasked.'* The king, upon his accession to the 
throne, was not unmindful of Mr. Evelyn's services ; and, on 
the appearance of a rupture with Scotland, appointed him one 
of the Commissioners of sick and wounded. His taste for study, 
however, continued without diminution. When the Royal 
Society was established in 1662, he was appointed one of the 
fellows, and of the council; and in the same year produced his 
valuable treatise entitled " Sculptura," in which the method of 
engraving in mezzotinto, invented by Prince Rupert, was first 
made public. ' 

1 It was * to convince the world, that philosophy was not 
barely an amusement, fit only to employ the time of melan- 
choly and speculative people, but an high and useful science, 
worthy the attention of men of the greatest parts, and capable 
of contributing in a supreme degree to the welfare of the 
nation, 9 that Mr. Evelyn published, in J 664, his " Sylva," after 
it had been read with deserved approbation before the Royal 
Society. Not long after, his "Parallel of the antient Archi- 
tecture with the modern," and his " Kalendarium Hortense," 
appeared, both which have been several times re-published. 
And about the same time, ' the university of Oxford received a 
noble and lasting testimony of Mr. Evelyn's gratitude for the 
place of his education ; for it was he who prevailed with Lord 
Henry Howard to bestow the Arundelian marbles, then remain- 
ing in the garden of Arundel-House in London, on that univer- 
sity.' The university, in return, honoured him with the degree 
of Doctor of Laws, on occasion A of a visit which he made to the 
place in 1669. When the Board of Trade jvas established 
by Charles II., Mr. Evelyn was created a member ; and, whHe 
in this situation, compiled his " Navigation and Commerce," 
and in 1675 read his "Terra, or a Discourse of the Earth," 
before the society. In the same year he was appointed by 
James II., in conjunction with Lord Tiviot, and Colonel 
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Philip, i one of the commissioners for esetatitlg thte office of 
lord privy *«eal, in the absence of Henry, Eari of Clarendon, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; which place tie heM ibt a few 
months, when the king was pleased to make Henry Baron 
Arundel, of Wardonr^ lord prity-deaJL He wrote nothing 
during this reign.* (pp. 22, 23.) After the revolution* he was 
made treasurer of Greenwich hospital* and hi Ifc9t pablisbed 
*' Numismata, a discourse of medals/ 9 a Work still held in high 
estimation, though unfortunately confined in its plan to those 
reliques of art which are generally known by theft appellation, 
to the exclusion of coins in general. On the £7th of Feb* nary 
1706, Mr. Evelyn paid the debt Of nature* at the good old 
age of eighty-six. He had expressed a wish, id Ms Sylva, that 
be might be interred in his garden, ' not at fill,' Says he, « out 
of singularity* or for want of a dormitory (of whfch there is art 
ample one annexed to the parish church) but for other rfcasdr& 
hot here necessary to trouble the reader with* what I have Sard 
in. general being sufficient : however let trrettt order it as they 
thnik fit* so it be not in the church or thbnteV It appear* that 
his executors did not think proper td accede altogether to thii 
wish, as we are informed that V 

« He was interred at Wotton, under a tomb of about tftree feet higk of 
freestone, shaped like a coffin, with an inscription upon the marble with 
Which it h covered, expressing, according td his own intention, that. 
«* living itt an agt» of extraordinary events arid revolutions, he had 
learned from thence this truth, whiA he desired might be thus colflAiufat- 
orted to posterity: that all rs vanity which i* not HOKfcir, Atfb 

THAT *HEAE IS *6 SOLI© VflSDOW BUT iK REAL *tET*1r. M By htt 

^xeeHent *rife> who sarvived him about three years, he had five sons and 
three daughters„.Of the fontier all died youiSfg, except Mr. John Evelytf* 
the author of many i translations -both in Uprose ami verse, and of rtune 
original compositions in Dryden's. Miscellanies. He was father <of Sir 
John Evelyn, created a baronet July 39, 171S» and great graad ft fc hfc r ft 
Sir Frederick Evelyn.' pp. 24—26. , » 

Dfciri** *Jrr author** life he soperfatefided, and prdgr^ssfreW 
tmprovtd, four editions of his Sylva, in 1664, 1669,, 167&, and 
4T05. Tm fourth was indeed published before his death, but 
istxtteftltefly ltoulty ; and that of 1?29, according to Dr. Him- 
ter's account, is one of themo$t incorrect books in the English 
kttguaee. The public is therefore much indebted to the £eal 
attTindustfy of Dr. A. Hunter, who rescued this valuable work 
from barbarism, and edited a correct impression, enriched with 
nufettoui valuable, reitoatiks and additions, in 11/ fe. the 
rety ftatttreof Mr. Evelyrfs wotfe wrfs such , as to require, sue* 
*«***>* alterations and amendments, unless the author hacl 
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betfi gifted with prdpl 
has done much , yet so i 
illg foft*at tr&*, and si 



gy of vegetables, hav< 
that we : 



afe sorry still 
accordant rather with 
W,e defer our rema 
till we have given out 
original wprk^ as our limits will permit. 

The preface ' to the f 
ton the art of planting ; 
erttertsive acquaintance I 
tfp6n the subject, and 
TORte ftttiei* theme; a 
ftdityiii applying the ai 
Arhbftg these, thfere ii 
cusable in a /panegyrist 
improvement in biblic , 

author observes, ' that after all that wise >Soloihoji had said* 
€i that all wasvauity and vexation of slpirit^ among so many 
particulars he reckons up> he should he altogether si tent and 
say nothing concerning husbandry; as 4oilblie$&> Considering it 
xm most useful, innoK&nt, and taucMbfe fcthp'Ioytnent of ou* 
life.' He the*i proceeds to a defence of the labours of thfc 
JffioJal<Society; an institution which was highly obnoxious to 
*he pfedahlry which petvatted the philosophy of the time. Wfc 
VWI1 ndt venture to assert that this leaVned bbdy altogether der 
ttfHfetl the high character which Mr. Evelyn gives it; but that 
character is so eicellent a description of what it ought to be, 
and what its founders intended it to be\, that we can not refrain 
from selecting some of the most striking passages* 

* TtooseWho perfectly cbmprehend the scope and etid of that n6bfe in* 
stitution, which is to improve natural ldiowledgfe, and efilatge the empirt? 
of operative philosophy! not by an abolition of the old, but by ilhe teal 
effects of the experimental, collecting, examining), and ithproving their 
scattered phenomena, with a view to establish even the received method* 
and principles of the schools, aa far as were consistent wkh truth and matter 
of fact, thought it long enough that the world had been, imposed upon by 
that national and formal way of delivering divers systems and bodies of 
philosophy, falsely so called/beyond which there was no more country to. 
discover; which being brought to the test and trial, vapdurs all away in 
fthl^ and ttnj^tjr sound. 

' This structure then being thus ruinous atid &aggjr, it % obvious "what 
they were to do ; even the same which skflfttl atidhitecfc do e^ry day btfbfce 
K* % %jT H Ktt £ t* * 11 *h* decayed and slaking watt to ierih** better 'and 
tar* aorittarittal k tu plaefc. ....... Alongtiraeit was they had beet 
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surveying the decays of what was now ready id drop to piece*. Wharf- 
ev,er shew the outside made, with a noise of elements and qualities, occult 
and evident, abhorrence of vacuum, sympathies, antipathies, substantial 
forms, and prime matter courting form ; Ptolemean hypothesis, magisterial 
definitions, peremptory maxims, speculative and positive doctrines, and alti- 
sonant phrases, with a thousand other precarious and unintelligible notions 
(all which they have been turning over, to see if they could find any thing 
sincere and useful among thit pedantic rubbish, but in vain), here was 
nothing material, nothing of moment, mathematical or mechanical, which 
had not been miserably sophisticated, on which to lay the stress : nothing in 
a manner whereby any farther progress could be made, for the raising and 
ennobling the dignity of mankind in the subKmest operations of the rational 
faculty, by clearing the hypotheses, repugnant as they hitherto seemed to be, 
to the principles of real knowledge and experience. Now .... they have 
themselves submitted to those mean employments of digging in the very 
quarry : yea even of making brick where there was no straw but what 
they gleaned, and lay dispersed up and down, nor did they think their paint 
yet ill bestowed, if, through the assiduous labour and a train of conti- 
nual experiments, they might at last furnish, and leave solid and un- 
corrupt materials to a succeeding and more grateful age, for the 
building up a body of real and substantial philosophy, which should 
never succumb to time, but with the ruins of nature and the world 
itself* By emancipating and freeing themselves from the tyranny of 
opinion, delusory and fallacious shews, they receive nothing upon 
trust, but bring all things to the Lydian touch; n)ake them pass the 
fire, the anvil, and die file, till they come forth perfectly repurged and of 
consistence. They are not hasty in pronouncing from a single, or in- 
competent number of experiments, the extatic ivg***, and offer hecatombs ; 
but after the most diligent scrutiny, and by degrees, and wary inductions 
honestly and faithfully made, record the truth and event of trials, and trans- 
mit them to posterity. They resort not immediately to general proposi- 
tions upon every specious appearance, but stay for fight and information 
from particulars, and make report de facto, and a* sense informs them. 
They reject no sect of philosophers, no mechanic helps, except no 
persons of men ; but cheerfully embracing all, cull out of all, and .alone 
retain what abides the test.' pp. 39—41. 

In the Introduction which follows, our author urges the im- 
portance of his treatise,.from the want of timber which already 
began to be felt: defines his subject, dividing it into two classes, 
one comprehending such trees as affect a dry soil, the other 
such as thrive best in moisture : touches upon the subject of the 
equivocal production of plants, which has nad its advocates even 
in later times, though Evelyn refuses to give it his assent j and 
lastly, briefly discusses the question, whether it be more ad- 
vantageous to raise fruits by planting, or from seed, which 
he decides generally, in favour of the latter method. 

The first book opens with some notices on soils, the choice of 
seeds, the influence of air and water on the growth of trees, and 
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*ome rules for raising and transplanting them. The remaining 
-20 chapters are occupied with the description of difFertnt spe- 
cies, their modes of culture, their uses, duration, and, in short, 
A brief abstract of all that had come to the author's knowledge 
respecting them. This subject is continued in the six firs^ 
chapters of the second book. In these natural histories, Evelyn 
displays an union of extensive learning, and acute observation, 
which is seldom found in so high a degree in the^ameperr 
son ; and a fertility of invention which enables him, in spite of 
the apparent sameness of the subjects, to give the most interest- 
ing variety to his disquisitions. He every where seems desi- 
rous to make the communication of his knowledge as sincere 
a source of pleasure to his readers, as the acquisition of it had 
been to himself ; and appears much more solicitous that they 
should be instructed, than that he should shine out as their in- 
structor. The modesty, indeed, with which he exposes the 
errors of the antient natural historians, (though he confesses that 
he 'must deplore the time which is, for the most part so mi- 
serably lost in pursuit of their speculations, where they treat 
upon this subject,') and the candour with which he brings for- 
ward their observations, when in any degree informing or use- 
ful, are indicative of a quality of heart which authors of the pre- 
sent day too seldom think proper or prudent to disclose, content 
to relinquish the praise of honesty, so that they can but secure 
reputation for their performances. It must be acknowledged, 
however, that Evelyn's deference for the opinions of others, 
frequently leads him into mistakes, and that he is often to be 
found retaining an erroneous statement, sanctioned by high 
authority, rather than express a doubt where he was unable to 
confirm it by adequate evidence from observations of his own. 

As it would be impossible, in any ordinate compass, to ex- 
emplify the preceding remarks, we shall merely venture on 
one short quotation, neither the most able, indeed, nor the most 
interesting in the series, but we hope sufficiently amusing to 
excuse our choice. 

« Though birch be of all other the worst of timber, yet it has its various 
uses, as for the husbandman's ox-yokes ; also for hoops, small screws, pan- 
niers, brooms, wands, bavin bands, and withs for faggots ; it claims a 
memory for arrows, bolts, shafts, our old English artillery ; also for 
dishes, bowls, ladles, and other domestic utensils in the good old days of 
more simplicity, yet of better and truer hospitality. With this tree 
whereof they have a blacker kind, the North Americans make canoes, 
boxes, buckets, kettles, dishes, (which they sew and join very curiously 
with thread made of cedar roots) and divers other domestical utensils, as 
baskets, bags, &c. ; and of a certain fungous excrescence from the bole, 
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after being boiled, beaten, and dried in an oven, they make excellent 
•punck or touchwood, and balls to play withal: it is astringent, and, 
being reduced to powder, is an infallible remedy in the haemorrhoides. 
They make also not only this small ware, but even small craft, pinnaces, of 
birch : ribbing them with white cedar, and covering them with large flake* 
of birch bark, they sew them with thread of spruce roots, and pitch them, 
as it seems we did even here in Britain, as well as the Veneti, making use of 
the willow. It also makes good fuel. In many of the mosses in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, are often dag up birch trees that burn and flame like 
fir and candlewood ; and 1 think Pliny says, the Gauls extracted a sort of 
bitumen out of birch. Great and small coal are made by charring of this 
wood, as of the tops and loppings, Mr. Howard's new tan. The 
inner white cuticle, and silken bark, n' which strips off of itself almost 
yearly,) was anciently used for writing tables, before the invention of paper; 
there is a birch tree in Canada, whose bark will serve to write on, and may 
be made into books, and of the twigs very pretty baskets. With the out* 
ward thicker and coarser part of the common birch, are divers - v houses in 
Russia, Poland, and those poor northern tracts, covered, instead of slate 
and tile; nay, one who has lately published an account of Sweden, savs, 
that the poor people grind the very bark of birch trees to mingle with their 
bread-corn. It is affirmed by Cardan, that some biich roots are bo very 
extravagantly veined, as to represent the shapes and images of beasts, birds, 
trees, and many other pretty resemblances. Lastly, of the whitest part of 
the old wood, found commonly in doating birches, is made the ground of 
our effeminate fanned gallants' sweet powder ; and of the quite consumed 
and rotten, (such as we find reduced to a kind of reddish earth in super- 
annuated hollow trees) is got the best mould for the raising of divers suck- 
lings of the rarest plants and flowers; to say nothing here of the magiste- 
rial fasces, for which,' anciently, the cudgels were used by the Lictor, as 
now the gender rods by our tyrannical pedagogues, for lighter faults.* pp. 
227—232. 

The trees on which our author has principally bestowed his 
attention, are the oak, the elm, the beech, tne horn beam, the 
ash, the chesnut and horse chesnut, the walnut, the service, the 
wild b'ack cherry, the maple, the sycamore, the lime, the 
poplar and aspen, the quick beam or mountain ash, the 
nasel, the birch, the alder, the willow, the yew, holly, cornel, 
and box, the various pines, fir, and larch, the cedar, juniper and 
cypress, the mulberry, the plantanus, the lotus, and acacia, the 
cork tree and ilex, the arbutus, cherry, laurel and bay, the 
hawthorn, and the broorfi. Shorter descriptions are given of 
less remarkable or less known trees and shrubs ; the whole af- 
fording a curious and interesting picture of the components of 
the forests and plantations of this country a century and a hat*' 
ago Whether they have been improved in intrinsic value as 
rnui-h as in variety, by the introduction of the numerous Ameri- 
can trees, wbich have been recently cultivated, wifl be best de- 
cided by a future generation. 
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* The seventh chapter of the second book treats of the *infir- 
inities' of trees, which are attributed, among othei^, to the fol- 
lowing causes — weeds, a too profuse production of sifckers t 
ffhi, too much wet, constriction of the bark, worms, ex tfcrhat 
injuries, moss, ivy, vermin, frost and tempests. Some of these^ 
ii will be observed, are as delightful t6 thfc artist as 
they are odious to the planter. The influence 6f the two last 
annoyances was felt in ati extraordinary manner shortly befor^ 
tfftr author's decease ; and we find, m another part of this work,; 
an account of the damages occasioned to our forests by the 
Abrm of 1703, memorable for the destruction of the £ddyston^ 
light house and its builder. It appears to have increased, gra- 
dually, from the middle of November, until the thottlitig of th6 
^7th, when it reached its height. In the forest of t)ean,3006 
oaks were blown down ; in the New Forest, 4000 ; in Kent 
250,000 prostrate trees were counted, but the number , over- 
thrown must have been much greater. Evelyn had the afflic- 
tion to see above 2000 destroyed on his own estates, ''and. this,* 
he adds, ' almost within sight of my dwelling, (now no longer 
Wotton or Woodtown), sufficient to mortify and change my 
tdb great affection and application to this work, which as I 
Contentedly submit to, I thank God for what are yet left 
standing— -nepotikus umbram? 

The third book is divided into seven chapters, of which the 
first and second bear the respective titles — ' of Coppices* and 

* of Pruning.* The latter concludes with recommending the 
bending otyoung trees, in order to ensure knee timber for 
ship builders and wheelwrights, a practice not unknown in 
the days of Virgil, for the purpose of obtaining suitable poles 
for ploughs. The next chapter on 'the age, stature, and 
felling of timber/ ' is amply stored with very amusing informa- 
tion, collected from all quarters, and of every degree of au- 
thenticity and credibility, — from the correct measurements of the 
Cowthorpe oak, the giant of British forests, to Surius's account 
of the stump of the cursed fig tree near Jerusalem, above 1500 
years old, and of a Persian Cyprus tfcn centuries older. One of 
the most remarkable instances of the extraordinary size which 
oaks may attain to, before they decay, was afforded in the dimen- 
sions of the mast, and some of the beams of the Royal Sovereign. 
The main mast according to Evelyn was * a hundred feet long 
save one, and bare thirty-five inches diameter; yet was thitf 
exceeded in proportion and use, by that oak which afforded those 
prodigious beams that lie athwart her.* The diameter of the 
latter tree, tohich yielded four beams, each forty-four feet long, 
was four feet nine inches. It grew near Framlingham in Suf- 
folk. The bulkiest trees, observed- by our author, in this 
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country, appear to be, a yew in Branbume church yard, 
Kent, which was fifty-eight feet in circumference, and a 
witch elm, in Staffordshire, 120 feet in height, and seventeen 
feet in diameter at the stool. i This was certainly,' he remarks, 
' a goodly stick !* — but only a stick ih comparison to Brydone's 
Castagnode cento cavalli on Mount Etna, stated to be 204 feet 
in circumference, and capable of containing 300 sheep. The 
Dutch-Chinese Ciennick, or free of a thousand ye^rs, however, 
fer outdoes even the groves of the Cyclops, as 4 fourscore per* 
ions can hardly embrace it,' which, making every allowance 
for diminutive stature, implies a circumference of .nearly 4oO 
feet. In the fourth chapter, treating of c timber, the sea-, 
soning, and uses, and fuel/ our author strenuously recom-. 
mends water-seasoning, as effecting, in a short time, what 
would require many years by mere exposure to the air. He 
also sets clown a few experiments on the relative strength of 
timber of different dimensions, which were instituted before 
the Royal Society, but which, though valuable at the time, 
have been superseded by more accurate trials of a later date* 
We have, likewise, some good observations by Dr. Hook, on 
petrified wood, in which he inclines to the opinion, which has 
since been found correct, that the ligneous matter is not re- 
moved, but only impregnated by, and enveloped in the la. 
pidifying particles. A description of ' the mystery of char- 
ring,* ana quotations from Virgil, Ovid, and Spenser, in 
praise of trees, which Mr. Evelyn terms * summing up all 
the good qualities and transcendant perfections of trees, in 
the harmonious poets 9 concert of elogies,' conclude this 
chapter. The fifth consists of c Aphorisms, or general pre- 
cepts;' and the sixth contains an account of ' the laws and 
statutes for the preservation and improvement of woods and 
forests, 9 the prohibition of the forbidden fruit in Paradise 
being placed in the van. The seventh and last chapter is 
intitled * the Pareenesis or conclusion, containing some en* 
couragements and proposals for the planting and improvement 
of his Majesty's Forests, and other amenities for shade and 
ornament. 

In the fourth book, which finishes the Sylva, Mr. Evelyn, 
rejoiced at having completed the descriptive part of bis un- 
dertaking, gives free scope to his poetical propensities, and 
rolls on in a deluge of erudition. He intitlesit ' an histo* 
rical account of the sacredness and use of standing groves ;' 
and every writer within his reach, sacred or profane, ancient 
<jr modern, is laid under contribution to elucidate, to amplify, 
«6r to decorate his favourite topic. ' Let us, 9 he exclaims, 
with somewhat of the quaiutness of his times, but with a 
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seriousness which, shews lb A his favourite pursuit did not lead 
his heart astray, 

' Let us no more admire the enormous motes and bridges of Caligula* 
across to Bats ; or that of Trajan over the Danube (stupendous work 
of stone and marble ! ) to the adverse shores ; whilst our timber and our 
trees, making us bridges to the furthest Indies and the Antipodes, land 
us into new worlds. In a word, (and to speak a bold and noble truth) 
trees and woods have twice saved the whole world ; first by the ark, 
then by the cross ; making full amends for the evil fruit of the tree in 
Paradise, by that which was borne on the tree in Golgotha/ 

The oaks of Mamre — the burning bush — the boughs at the 
feast of Tabernacles — the ©vV°* $o"*x«v at the feast of Bac- 
chus, mentioned by Plutarch— the may poles of modern times 
—•the idolatrous groves of Scripture — the Celtic Jupiter, a 
tall oak — the beds of leaves, fertile of prophetic inspiration, 
and the shades of laurel of poetic fury-~-the Rhodian Jupi- 
ter '»&>}{•{— the Sidonian Ash te roth, — * the oak theology of the 
Druids 9 — the superstitions of the Bramins, and the shades 
of Academus — all these are made to pass before us in sue* - 
cessive array. The poets are quoted to shew that ' they 
thought of no other heaven upon earth or elsewhere, 9 than 
their favourite woods. ' Here orators have made their pa- 
negyrics, historians grave relations, and the profound phi- 
losophers have loved here to pass their litres in repose and 
contemplation .* The bark of trees has been, from the re* 
motest antiquity, the tablet of lovers: their branches sop- 
ported the proud trophies of the heroes of Greece and Rome ; 
and beneath their shade the ashes of Saul and Jonathap, of 
Diapbon and Ariadne reposed. The author concludes by 
enumerating the principal groves mentioned bv the poets, 
amplifying the fable of the Hamadryads, and denouncing 
' dira* against such as should wantonly violate the sanctity 
of trees and forests, while long life is held out as the re- 
puted reward of such as plant them. 

* Hme scrifisi ctoge nanus y y adds the venerable Evelyn, ' and shall if 
God protract my years, and continue my health, be continually planting, 
till it shall please him to transplant me into those glorious regions above, 
the celestial paradise, planted with perennial groves and trees, bearing im- 
mortal fruit ; for such is the tree of life, which they who do his com- . 
mandments have right to. 9 

Our limits will not* permit us to make any extract from 
the " Terra," which is annexed to this edition of the Sylva. 
Though valuable, it is by no means equal, and hardly to be 
compared with the Sylva, and its practical utility in tht? 
present improved state of agriculture, can be but inconsider- 
able. 
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We nUit net, however, dismiss this article, without a few 
remarks b a the additions by Dr. Hunter, The most import- 
ant consists in the botanical discrimination of the different 
species of trees mentioned by Evelyn, For this purpose the 
linuean names and descriptions are given, with BauhinV 

Synonyms, and figures, with dissection of the parts of fruc- 
fication, of the more important. The plates, though rather 

roughly executed, are accurately drawn, and characteristic ; and 
on this account, we are well content that they have not been 
re-engraved, but continued the same in the four editions en- 
riched with Dr. Hunter's notes. The instructions for raising 
seedlings, areextracted from Bradley, Miller, Hanbury, Wes- 
ton and Mawe. The different modes of grafting aud laying 
are distinctly described. The subject of oak plantations is 
considerably extended, and a letter from the gardener of the 
Puke of Portland is given, describing the method pursued 
in Nottingham. Evelyn's chapter on the maple is rendered 

, more complete, by a description of the American sugar maple, 
and the manner of extracting sugar from its sap. The ac- 
count of the different species of pines is made much more 
precise and extensive, and useful additions and improvements 
are annexed to most of the other chapters, often exceeding 
the extent of the original. In the second book, an extensive 
dissertation is inserted, on the 'life of vegetables,' in which 
their motion, anatomy, generation, age, diseases, and death, 
are ably and ingeniously discussed. Much, however, might 
have been altered and improved from later discoveries, par- 
ticularly with respect to their motion and anatomy. A shorter 
essay in the first volume on 'the food of plants,* in which 

. Dr. Hunter strenuously contends for the existence of 'an 
universal principle — oil,* as the nutriment of vegetables, ad- 
ducing several experiments in proof of his hypothesis, stands 
yet more in need of revision. 

We must again generally remark, that this edition of Mr. 
Evelyn's Sylva, cannot be esteemed as bringing down the 
state of the science of planting to the present date, but only 
to the middle of the last century. Thus far, however, the t 
work is ably executed, and deserves a place in the library 
of every person to whom the subject is of importance, — and 
the interests of the country at large render it highly desir- 
able that it should be of importance to many. This must 
be our excuse for noticing so extensively a republication of 
an old work; and if we should be thought too eager in re- 
commending so useful and pleasing a pursuit, we cannot 
qualify our zeal more suitably, than bv inserting the follow- 
ing passage, which is not less delightful for it* simplicity, than ' 
admirable for its christianized eloquence. 
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• But, after all, let us not dwell here too long, whilst the inferences » 
be derived from those tempting and temporary objects, prompt us to raise 
our contemplations a little on objects yet more worthy our noblest specu- 
lations, and all our pains and curiosity, representing that happy state 
above, namely, the celestial paradise. Let us, I say; suspend our admi- 
ration a while of these terrestrial gaieties, which are of so short conti- 
nuance, and raise our thoughts from being too deeply immersed and 
rooted in them, aspiring after those supernal, more lasting, and glorious 
abodes, namely, a paradise, not ltfce this of ours, with so much pains 
and curiosity, made with hands, but eternal in the heavens, where all the 
trees are trees of life, the flowers all amaranths ; all the plants perennial, 
ever verdant, ever pregnant ; and where those who desire knowledge may 
fully satisfy themselves ; taste freely of the fruit of that tree which cost 
the first gardener and posterity so dear ; and where the most voluptuous 
inclinations to the allurements of the senses may take and eat, and still 
be innocent :' no forbidden fruit ; no serpent to deceive ; none to be 4 e " 
ceived. 

4 Hail 1 O hail then, and welcome, you blessed Elysiums, where a new 
state of thiogs expects us ; where all the pompous and charming delights 
that detain us here a while, shall be changed into real and substantial frui- 
tions, eternal springs, and pleasures intellectual, becoming the dignity of 
our nature.' Vol. I. pp. 144, 140. 

Art. III. Essays addressed to Jew* o* the Authority, the Scahe, and the 
Consummation of the Law and the Prophets. By GreviJIe Ewing, Mi. 
cister of the Gospel; in Glasgow. Written at the Request of the Di- 
rectors of the Missionary Society in London. 12mo. 2 vols. pp. 208- 
166. Williams and Son. 1809, 1810. 

XTROM various causes, the controversy between the Christiana 
and the Jews has become obsolete and uninteresting. 
No reflecting inquirer ever felt any temptation to renounce 
Christianity, on the ground of preference for Jewish claims; 
for it is obvious, that if the former system be discarded, no 
possible modification of the latter can ever commend itself 
to the rational attention of mankind. If Christianity be not 
what it professes — a consummation of Jewish ceremonies and 
Jewish predictions, these ceremonies and predictions are nul- 
lified and falsified by the failure ; and are proved to be as 
unmeaning as the Eleusinian mysteries, ana as equivocal as 
the leaves which the SybU scattered to the winds— r A not her 
circumstance will account for the comparative insignificance 
of this controversy. The present character of the Jews— 
their long continued preservation — their widely extended 
dispersion — their state or singular insulation amongst all the 
nations of the earth, founded on the peculiarities of their lan- 
guage, polity and manners, and above all on the uniform 
predominance of avaricious habits in their civil and com- 
mercial intercourse; — these and other features of distinc- 
tion seem to constitute the brand by which God himself 
has marked them out, and present the most awful confirmation, 



Digitized by 



Google 



1122 Ewing's Essays. 

at once of that revelation which they receive, and of that 
subsequent and more glorious revelation which they reject. 
The natural effect of' these peculiarities has been, to keep 
Christians and Jews at an immense distance from each other. 
The points of mutual repulsion have become numerous 
and multiplied ; and those facilities of intercourse, that 
homogeneity, on which the interest of controversy depends, 
have, in the present instance, either never existed, or, 
at the most, have been extremely limited in their influence. 
Both parties have considered the questions at issue as de- 
cided — the one from obstinacy, the other from conviction ; 
and, accordingly, they have seldom been discussed, except 
in the writings of systematic theologians* or in occasional 
dissertations on the character of the Messiah. 

While adverting to these circumstances, we shall not, 
we hope, be suspected for a moment, of wishing to .repress 
the araour of pious exertion, if we glance at a; fact which 
has often transpired, and which every friend to the best 
interests of men, must deeply lament. It is clearly beyond a 
question, that there have been, in our own times, some remark- 
able instances of conversion from the Jewish to the 
Christian faith — instances in which more than a nominal and 
speculative change has been effected, and the truth of 
which has been most satisfactorily and decisively attested: 
and * should only one such result reward the well-meant, 
and for aught we know, the well -directed efforts of a Society 
recently formed for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
we should deem it sin ample compensation for all cheir 
arduous and benevolent operations. But, on the other band, 
it cannot be denied, that the majority of conversions said 
to have been effected by the plans and labours of other and 
anterior societies, have turned out, unhappily, to be 'merely 
reported; and have terminated in relapse*, accompanied by 
the display of all that is base in treachery, avarice, and in- 
gratitude. This cannot be denied, nor do we think it ought 
be concealed. On the contrary we should say, let the facts 
be contemplated in all their circumstances, — the probable 
causes, operating to their immediate production, Ascertained 
— and the question, if possible, coolly and impartially de- 
termined, ,hoWvfar a certain inde6nite measure of beuevolent 
exertion can be said to be prudently expended on an object, 
interesting no doubt to the imagination and the heart, but 
surrounded by obstacles of uncommon magnitude, and the 
attainment of which seems morally impracticable by the 
ordinary methods which have been rendered effectual for 
the conversion of mankind ?> . 
There id one consequence,, however, resulting from these 
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benevolent exertions, in which every friend to truth must 
sincerely rejoice. The attention of the Christian world 
has been more attentively fixed on the claims of the founder 
of its faith ; the prophetic scriptures have been more 
accurately studied, and their accordance with the relations 
of the Evangelists more frequently illustrated ; — and whether 
Jews be cpnverted in our day, or still remain, " till the 
times of the fulness of the Gentiles," under the thick, un- 
broken darkness of ignorance and unbelief, the faithful, at 
least, will have been confirmed and animated in their prin- 
ciples and their professions. 

The judicious and interesting dissertations before us were 
published sometime ago, under the direction and sanction 
of the " London Missionary Society :" and we owe an 
apology to their respectable author, for having so long 
neglected to notice them. The essays are twelve in number, 
the last including five distinct sections. The following are 
the subjects. 

Number I. Introductory Remarks. IT. Authority of the Law and 
the Prophets. II J. Scope of the Law and Prophets. Character of God. 
IV. Creation of the World. Primaeval State of Man. V. First Trans- 
gression. VI. Redemption. VII. Antediluvian Worship. VIII. Co- 
venant with Noah. IX* Covenant with Abraham. X. Covenant with 
Israel at Sinai. XI. The Messiah. XII. Consummation of the Law 
and the Prophets. The New Covenant. Scriptures of the New Cove- 
nants Sacrifice of the New Covenant. Worship of the New Covenant. 
Inheritance of the New Covenant. Conclusion. 

It was the solemn ; accusation brought against the most po- 
pular sect of the ancient. Jews, by the great teacher sent from 
God, that they " taught for doctrines, the commandments 
of men," .and made " the law of none effect, by their tra- 
ditions," The Pharisaic heresy still infects and pervades 
the synagogue. The authority of the Old Testament is 
virtually set aside, by the deference which is paid to oral 
expositions of the Mosaic code, pretending to be derived 
originally from the inspired legislator himself; to have 
been perpetuated by the ordinary* methods of traditional 
communication ; and at length committed to writing, by 
a learned Rabbi of the second century. The date of this 
compilation naturally excites the suspicion, that many of 
its recorded expositions would be so framed, as to neutralize 
or explain away those passages which might bear an in 
terpretation in favour of Christianity. It becomes, therefore, 
a subject of importance in the Jewish controversy, to in- 
validate, the claims of the Mishna, and establish the suffi- 
ciency of revelation. Nor will the attentive observer fail to 
perceive the similarity of this question with that, which fop 
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so long a time engrossed the advocates of the Protestant 
cause, when Apostolical constitutions and traditions — the 
Mishna of Popery — were opposed to the legitimate authority 
of the Christian scriptures* 

* Whatever God is pleased to communicate,' says Mr. Ewing, * must 
be equally certain, whether conveyed by intimate converse, by an audible 
voice from a distance, by dreams and visions, or by the internal' informa- 
tion of the Holy Spirit* To undertake any of the sacred books, en- 
hances not the worth of the rest, and it may proceed from prejudice 
against particular parts of divine truth. If some of them be obscure, they 
are nevertheless faithful and true. Nor is the obscurity impenetrable. 
The darkest saying is a revelation ; and that which for a time was only in- 
tended to rouse attention, expectation and awe, may have come to be so 
illustrated by other revelations, and by the course of subsequent events, as 
to be plain and instructive to the meanest capacity. 

• In the earliest ages of the world, the memory of Divine communica- 
tions, as well as that of ail remarkable events and transactions, in the 
history of mankind, was transmitted to posterity by means of verbal 
recitation. This method of preserving it was sufficient, while revelations 
were short and few in number, while the life of man was long, and while 
patiiarchs of a chosen race could transmit tfce knowledge of them by 
domestic instruction. But when both the revelations and the people who 
received them were greatly multiplied, when a code of laws was given 
to a nation, when a government of God was established in Israel, the 
annals of which were to be published to the world, and recorded for an 
example to posterity to the end of time, it pleased God to direct his 
inspired servants to commit his oracles to writing. This important aera 
in the divine dispensations ought ever to be remembered with gratitude 
and joy. How completely are the Jews distinguished from all other na- 
tions, by the authentic history which they possess, of their origin, and of 
the most remarkable events of their subsequent progress, as welt as by the 
predictions which regard their future lot ! If indeed the revelations of 
God had not been thus secured, the means of religious knowledge 
would soon have been inferior to those of the knowledge of ordinary 
affairs. For no sooner did writing become generally known, than it 
was used for records of every kind ; and how strange would it have 
been, if the fables, and crimes, and speculations of heathens had been 
thus transmitted to after ages, while the history, the laws, and the oracles 
of the sacred nation had no other monument than a transient and 
treacherous succession of impressions on the human memory — no other 
channel of communication than the fleeting sounds of the human voice ! 
Miracles could indeed, preserve any thing, in any way ; but God works 
not miracles without a suitable occasion. The books of Moses have 
accordingly transmitted all the oral traditions of the patriarchs, which 
it was the will of God to preserve; and none of the saered books 
acknowledge any oral traditions of posterior date.*' Vol. I. pp . 7-~*& 

This last position Mr. E. then attempts to prove and il- 
lustrate, by a series of well-defended and judicious arguments. 
The following observations on the subject are so clearly 
atd impressively stated, that we gladly insert them* 
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* It is admitted by those Jews who contend for the authority of 
oral traditions, that there was a necessity at last, for committing them 
to writing. But did nbt a similar necessity exist before, when the 
prophets, and priests, and kings, and people were so frequently and 
generally corrupted, when the ten tribes were dispersed, or when the 
Jewa were carried away captive to Babylon ? If it be alleged that 
the necessity did not occur till the last and greatest dispersion took 
place, would not God, who knoweth things tp come, have provided 
against it beforehand, and have caused the oral traditions, if there were 
any, to have been added to the scriptures, while the gift of inspiration 
continued among the people ? It is said that Ezra collected and revised 
the sacred books. How unlikely then is it, that the recording of an 
oral law, a much more difficult task, should have been intrusted to the 
Sanhedrim ?— Besides, how did the necessity which is acknowledged 
of committing the oral law to writing at last appear? It must have 
been by remarking the corrupt state into which the traditions, which it 
contained, had fallen. With all their partiality for those traditions, 
tie Jews must have become sensible,, that they had not feen transmitted 
with uniform and complete accuracy ; that they were contradictory, 
or defective, or enveloped in obscurity ; and that the attention which 
was paid to them, was likely to decrease. What, then must they be 
now that they are recorded i at best, fragments of uncertain authority, 
and snatched from oblivion by the industry of uninspired men. 

The oral traditions, were they from the same author with the 
written law, would exactly correspond with it But is this the case f 
Do they resemble it even in simplicity, purity, and dignity of style? 
Are they not inconsistent with it in many most important particulars, 
although they are said to have been given along with it ? Many prooft 
have been repeatedly given of these inconsistencies. Our object is to 
excite to serious inquiry, rather .than to gain a victory in the way of 
disputation. On this account we merelv suggest a few questions, and 
beg that Jews will compare their Talmud with the holy Scriptures, 
and judge for themselves. If it shall appear on examination, that they 
are unlike each other, it will no doubt be thought a suspicious circura« 
stance, that so much stress should be laid on oral traditions, and that 
Jews should be taught to listen to them, rather than to the law. Why 
should so much be said for this in the writings of the Rabbis ? The 
very eagerness with which oral traditions have been extolled, and the 
harsh things which have been said against those who abide by the 
authority of the scriptures alone, rnay well excite the jealousy of a 
' serious mind. The story of an oral law is totally unsupported by the 
writings of Moses and the prophets ; and while no reason can be 
conceived why God should have given one law in writing, and another 
in words, a very plain one will occjir why men may have an interest 
in alleging that this has been done. If they have come to entertain 
sentiments, and to adopt practices, different from those recommended 
in the written law, while, at the same time, they would seem to respect 
it, the pretext that there is another law of equal authority and antiquity, 
but transmitted merely in words, furnishes the most inexhaustible re- 
sources for evading what is contained in the scriptures. The traditions 
appear to have generally originated in the errors of ignorance w4 
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superstition. When they were at last committed to writing, it Would 
be extremely easy to model them still more completely to favour the 
prejudices which might then happen to exist. And now they are 
so voluminous, so rarely to be met with, so little known to the world 
at large, or even to the generality of the Jew*, that the deference 
which is paid to them, puts every thing in the power of teachers. What 
may they not pretend to draw from such an authority ? \ A more con- 
venient and more powerful engine of policy, it is impossible to conceive. 
With the report of a high antiquity, the undoubted suffrage of many 
generations, and the impressions of early education, and of popular 
attachment in its favour, it may be difficult even for the most intelligent 
Jews, wholly to remove its influence from their minds. But in pro- 
portion to the greatness of its pretensions, ought to be the evidence 
which supports them ; and if it be not only unknown to their sacred 
books, but inconsistent with them, let Jews seriously consider which 
they ought to abandon. Will they adhere to the books which have 
been supported by miracles and prophecy, which they have in their 
own hands, and which they can themselves peruse for their own in- 
struction, or to those which contain merely what is alleged to have 
been said of old time by the elders, which are seldom to be met with, 
the contents and meaning of which must be taken upon trust from 
men, whose prejudice and interest may lead them to deceive?' 
Vol. I. pp. 13—16. 

After these excellent reasonings, any remarks of our 
own might seem impertinent: but we may just venture 
to suggest, that if Mr. Ewing had adduced some notorious 
and well authenticated proofs of the inconsistencies of tbe 
Mrshna, of its opposition to the written law, of the obvious 
inferiority of its style, and its general dissimilarity to the 
records of genuine revelation, his arguments would have 
been more interesting to Christian readers, and probably,, 
more convincing to the pertinacious race to whom they are 
addressed. 

Having established on. the firmest principles " the 
authority df the law and. the prophets,'* Mr. Ewiog 
proceeds to develope the information which they gradually 
imparted on the most important subjects of truth and duty. 
The subsequent Essays may therefore be considered as an 
ingenious and systematic compendium of the theology of 
the Old Testament; including a variety of critical, de- 
votional, and practical remarks ; occasionally interspersed 
with affectionate appeals. The first subject of discussion 
is the character of God. On this interesting theme, Mr. 
Ewing considers the unity, immateriality and eternity of 
the. divine nature, and then proceeds to the illustration of 
his moral perfections. The peculiar elevation of thought 
and language, by which the Jewish scriptures are dis- 
tinguished on these sublime topics, must present to- every 
reflecting mind, a convincing proof of their divine origin* 
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To the moral and intellectual character of the Jews, na- 
tionally considered, we turn for an explanation in vain. 
The illumination must proceed exclusively, from a celestial 
source : end most emphatically might a pious Israelite, on 
contrasting the objects of idolatrous worship among sur 
rounding nations, with the " God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob," exclaim, "Who is a God like unto, thee ! that par- 
doneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage ! He retaineth not his anger for ever* 
because he delight eth in mercy I? 

From the ' character* Mr. Ewing proceeds to.the/ conduct' 
of God — the operations of his povyer in the. creation of the 
world — the primeval state of man, and the various forms 
which the dispensations of religion assumed, after his 
transgression. A reference to the contents of the work, 
already quoted, will shew at once the order and connection 
which the author has adopted. But there are one or two 
passages, which seem to* require a notice somewhat more 
particular. 

With Mr. Ewing's reflections on the subject of the sacri- 
fices of Cain and Abel, we were upon the whole much 
gratified : but on one topic connected with these inquiries, 
we were surprised to find him adopting an opinion, which, 
in our judgement, has received a decisive refutation in the 
learned work of Dr. Magee,* We allude to the criticism 
on the irtuow 0ven*v, mentioned by St. Paul in the epistle 
to the Hebrews (ch. xi. 4.) This, Kennicot conceives to 
refer to a double oblation, consisting of the bread offering, 
or minsha, in addition to the offering of the firstlings of the 
flock; and the opinion is supported by Mr. Ewing; but we 
are persuaded that an attentive perusal of Dr. Magee's 
acute observations on that opinion, (Vol. II. No. LXIV. 
p. 221.) will fully convince him of its fallacy ^ 

The following ingenious and, apparently, well founded ex- 
planation of an obscure and controverted passage, occurs 
in the tenth essay, * On the Sinai Covenant. 1 

* The precepts of " the Covenant" observes Mr. E. " are followed 
by an account of a leader, which the Lord had given to the Israelites, 
to conduct them into the land of Canaan ; by a promise, of conquest 
in that land ; and by a prohibition of any covenant with the inhabitants 
of Canaan. The account of the leader is very remarkable. 4S Behold, 
I send an angel before thee," to keep thee in the way, to bring thee 
into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his 
voice, provoke him not: for he will not pardon your transgressions: 
for my name is in him. But if thou shah indeed obey his voice, and 
do all that I speak ; then I will be an enemy to thine enemies, and 

~ ■• See Eel. Rev. Vol. VIIL 261—264. 
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I will afflict them that afflict thee. For mine angel shall go before thee, 
and bring thee in unto the Amorites and the Hlttites, &c. and I will 
cut them off." Exod. xxiii. 20—23. The ordinary interpretation of 
this . passage supposes the angel spoken of, to be the angel of the 
divine presence, who hath the name Jehovah, dwelt ,in the piUar of 
cloud and fire, conducted the Israelites through the wilderness, often 
chastened them for transgression, but brought them at last intp the 
land of Canaan. That they did enjoy the guidance of this angel, and 
that on him depended all their success, is manifest from many other 
passages, from the whole strain indeed of the Mosaic history. But 
it is doubted by some, whether it be. this angel, who is spoken of in 
this passage, because on this occasion he seems to be the speaker httnself; 
the angel of the divine presence being God, the Voice of this angel, 
the voice of God, and his spirit, the spirit of God.* The name Jehovah 
was not merely " in him/' but properly his own; Besides, it seems 
difficult to suppose it to be said of him, " he will not pardon your 
transgressions,*' since he is proclaimed as " forgiving, iniquity, and 
transgression and *in."f They are disposed, therefore, to understand 
the word angel in this passage, in its general acceptation as signifying 
a m£ssenger 9 and applicable to men as well as to celestial beings ; to 
understand the messenger in question to be Joshua the son of Nun, 
who had already been employed to " keep Israel in the way," when 
Amalek fought against them J, and who was to be appointed to bring 
them into the land of Cannaan $ ; and to understand his not pardoning 
their transgressions, o( the strict discipline which his office must make 
it necessary for him to maintain, while he should lead the host of Israel to 
the conquest of Canaan, 

•Without affirming any thing positively on this subject, respecting 
which, both Jews and Christians may entertain a different opinion, we 
merely submit tor consideration, that the commission of this angel suits 
the last mentioned interpretation. It is expressed in two clauses. The 
first is, »• to keep thee in the way 5" that is, to take charge' cf thy de- 
fence, as in the attack ot Amalek. We find this charge given afterwards 
to Joshua in the most solemn manner. See Numb, xxvii. 15—25.' The 
second clause is, " to bring thee into the place which I have prepared." 
This great achievement Joshua was honoured to perform, when Moses 
was laid aside. Dtut. iii. 21—28. The caution, *« beware of him, &c." 
is enforced by two reasons. First, u he will not pardon your transgres- 
sions ;" that is, he will execute the divine orders with all the strictness 
of martial law* This certainly was the duty of Joshua's office. He 
succeedtd to. the authority of Moses, which included the power of life 
and death, and as such was understood and acknowledged by the people., 
! k eeJobh i. 2. b, 16 — 18. The case of Achan is a full illustration of 
the clause before us. Jvsh, viL 1C— 26. Secondly, «* for m^ name is in 
lVim." These words are added, not as the reason why he would not 
pardon their transgressions, but as a second reason why they should 
*• bewurt or him and < bey his voice." The name Joshua signifieth " Je- 
hovah ti.-r tavrth," and was hot given him by his parents, but received 
liom Mutes undtr divine direction.* Vol.1, pp. 190— 102. 

• Cuu.|idie hxod. xxxiii. 12—23, with Is* ah lxiii. 7—16. f Exod. xxxit* 7* 
; fcxou. xvii. tt— i<>. § Numb, xx?o\ 15—23. iteut. i. 38. xxxi. 23. 
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There is one more .extract, or rather dais of extracts, from 
these dissertations, in which ait important argument in the 
Jewish controversy is conducted with so much ability, thatf We 
ate confident no apology will he demanded for their length. 
They occur- in the aecdnd section ot the last essay. The 
entire aeetibn is, * On the Scriptures of tha New Covenant,* 
fn WhScH Mr. Ewing undertakes to prove, that * the authen- 
ticity arid inspiration of the New Testament rest on the very 
t&ame kind of evidence which supports the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament ; v that there is a striking resemblance between 
the Scriptures of th$ New awl the Old Testament* in their 
peculiarities of style and of subject ; that tbe Scriptures of 
the New inculcate thfe ' highest veneration ,for tliose of the 
Old ; a^nd lastly, that they produce the same effects ou mo- 
ral character; for whichthose of the Old have been extolled/ 
We select the following' passages/ 

« The writings (of the. New Covenant) are found - to correspond wfth 
all the circumstances of time and place to which they refer. Although 
the books are many, written by different persons, at a distance from one 
another, at various periods, and in all the diversity of the historical, the 
epistolary, and the prophetical style* they are perfectly harmonious in 
doctrine. The divine commission of the writers was attested by miracles 
and prophecy ; of which the former convinced thousands of the most 
acute and jealous observers, and confounded the most determined oppo- 
•ers at the time ; while the latter, with continually increasing clearness 
and force, confirms by its successive accomplishment, the accounts of 
die miracles, and the whole doctrine with which it is interwoven. The 
writings did not originate in subsequent ages of darkness ; they were 
avowed and published while the events of which they treated were re- 
cent, and universally known to have happened. The testimonies were 
published while the witnesses and their contemporaries were alive. Unless 
they had borne evident marks of veracity, such writings could never have 
been received. Conscious of inability to resist, adversaries have often 
sought to destroy them ; but the believers have been honoured to preserve, 
to translate, and to circulate them through all the world, in spite of every 
torture which has been employed to punish their vigilance. The intelli- 
gent Jew will easily perceive, that such remarks as these are the very 
arguments which he would urge against an infidel, in support of the 
Jewish Scriptures. We flel their force and propriety when so applied. 
But if they are applicable to our Scriptures, We beg that it may be con* 
side red, whether they are not, in that case, equally valid and conclusive. 9 

4 In the histories of the act* of Jesus, and of his apostles, is there not 
a beautiful simplicity, a conscientious faithfulness, a modesty, a meekness, 
and a devoted ne 88 to God, which breathe the spirit of Moses ? In the 
apostolic epistles, do we not find an affectionate concern, a Bacred autho- 
rity, an undaunted fortitude, an irresistible reasoning, an overwhelming . 
reproof, an unwearied exhortation, which remind us of the. coraposi^ 
ttons of David, Solomon, Isaiah and Jeremiah t And what a resemblance 
is there of Daniel and E'/ekiel in the book of the Revelation of John V 
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' The Scriptures of both covenant* harmonise in matter as veil as ia 
manner. The one collection of writings is a continuation of the other. 
In history tfcey tell the same story ; in precepts they Inculcate the same 
piety and morality ; in promises they present the same way of reconcilia- 
tioo, the same ground of hope ; in prophecies feoth recognize the annuo- 
ciation and the concurrence of the same grand events. In short, . both 
testify the same leading truths, on the ..same important subject^ namely, 
the coming of the Messiah ; his character and work, as the incarnate 
God, the Prophet, Priest, and King of his people ; his bloody conflict 
and glorious victory ; the nature and happiness ot his everlasting king- 
dom. The very change of dispensation in the New Covenant is sane* 
tioned by the prophecies of the Old. 9 Vol. 1. p. 56—61. 

In these and the preceding extracts, the intelligent reader 
will not fail to have observed a cast of reasoning, and a tone 
of seriousness, of t€ simplicity and godly sincerity*" which 
afford no equivocal indications of a powerful and a pious 
mind. There are publications on the Jewish controversy 
no doubt more splendid, more artificial, more caustic and 
declamatory; but we have seen none of a character more 
dispassionate and persuasive. And this, we humbly conceive, 
is the only mode of impression, by which a Jew can be en- 
countered with any hope of success. He is too obtuse to be 
amused by refinement, frightened by denunciations, or melted 
by an affectation of pathos ; too shrewd to be imposed upon 
by plausible periods, and too prejudiced to be reclaimed by 
acrimonious censure. If any mode of discussion be within the 
order of means calculated to produce convictiou in a Jewish 
mind, it seems to be that which is adopted by Mr. Ewing. He 
reasons exclusively from the Jewish Scriptures, deduces all bis 
principles from their own sacred authorities, and employs the ar- 
gument of analogy with uniform and complete success. At the 
same time, we are by no means disposed to consider his vo- 
lumes as faultless. The diction is often careless, and the struc- 
ture of composition deficient in compactness, elegance, and ac- 
curacy. We should imagine the work was composed at distant 
intervals, and in unequal stales of feeling, theauthor being some- 
times remarkably heavy and uninteresting, while at others he. 
is acute and energetic. We are of opiniou, too, that he has 
neither cited with sufficient frequency, nor referred with 
sufficient minuteness to the opinions and traditions of the 
Jews ; and it is also to be wished, that he had noticed some 
recent productions on the other side of the question. But 
when all these deductions have been made, the work will 
•till be found to possess no ordinary value : for while its criti- 
cisms on many parts of the history and language of the Old 
Testament, render it of great worth to the biblical student, 
its manly arguments, luminous statements, and impressive 
appeals must find, their way to the heart, as well as the judge- 
ment, of every unprejudiced and reflecting mind. 
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Art. IV. Account of the Life and Writings of Roiert Simon, M- D. 
late Professor of Mathematics in the University of Glasgow. By the 
Rev, William Trail, LL.D. F. Jt. S. Edin. Member of the Royal 
Irish Academy, and Chancellor of St. Saviour's, Connor. 4to. pp. viii. 
192. with a Portrait of Dr. Simson, add ode folding Plate. Nicol and 
Co. 1812. 

T)R. TRAIL is one of the very few regaining pupils of Dn 
Simson, and is, in many respects, extremely well quali- 
fied to write memoirs of his respected friend and tutor. As 
more than forty years, however, have elapsed since the death 
of Dr. Simson, every reader will be ready to ask, why ths 
publication of this account has been so long postponed ? To 
this question our author furnishes the following reply. 

* Above thirty years, ago, the late earl Stanhope honoured me with * 
request, to draw up an account of the life and writings of the late Dr. 
Simson of Glasgow, which might be published in the new edition of 
the Biographia Britannica. The slow progress of that great work left 
me much at liberty, as to the time of preparing an article which could 
appear only near the end of it ; and for a number of years, having been 
occupied by engagements of a different kind, I was in some measure com- 
pelled to postpone the execution of my undertaking, much longer than I 
wished to have done. As there is not at present any near prospect of the 
completion of the Biographia, I could not properly, at my time of life, . 
defer any longer embracing the opportunity afforded me of paying this 
small tribute of respect to the memory of that eminent man, by whose 
friendship and instruction I was honoured during some of the last years 
of his life.' Advert* pp.. v. vi. 

The body of Dr. Trail's work is divided into five sections, 
which contain * I. a general account of Dr. Simson'slife ; 2. a 
particular account of his mathematical studies; and of the 
works published by himself; 3. an account of his posthu- 
mous works; 4. an account of his Unpublished papers and cor* 
respondence ; 5. a sketch of his character* These are fol- 
lowed by nearly fifty pages of notes, in a -smaller type; and ' 
three appendices, of which we may have occasion to speak 
more at large, as we proceed. 

The life of Dr. Simson, like that of nlany other men of 
literature and science, furnishes little more than a collection 
of dates*; Robert Simson was the son of John Simson, of 
Kirkton Hall, in Ayrshire, and was born Oct. 14, 1687, O. S. 
His father intended him for the church, and for that pur- 
pose sent him to Glasgow; 'but he had little relish for theo- 
logical studies, and soon directed the whole force of his in* 

i n i ii i n Hi .i Vr ii i I n n I • ■ 

* In the present, work, several of the dates given by the late Profes- 
sor Robinson, under the article Simson, in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
?re corrected. 

V#ju VIII. 4 Y 
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tellect to geometry, though this propensity was anxiously dis- 
couraged by his father. He did not, however, entirely, neg- 
lect the other branches of learning taught at ths college ; and, 
in particular, acquired a knowledge othotany, and a tolerably 
critical- acquaintance with the Greek language, which he soon 
found would be of extremes service to him in examining the 
works of the ancient geometers. Before he had completed 
his eighteenth year, he had studied with close attention Eu- 
clid's Elements^ Oughtred's Clavis, Raphson's Tracts, Jones's 
Synopsis,. Kersey's Algebra, and sbme other of the best ma- 
thematical works then to be procured ; and in 1710, when he 
was only twenty-two years of age, the members of the col- 
lege, without any solicitation on his part, made him an offer 
of the mathematical chair, on the vacancy which was then 
expected very soon to take place. Unwilling, however, to 
undertake so important an office at his early age, he solicited 
permission to spend at least one year in 'London, that he 
inight profit by a personal intercourse' with the English ma- 
thematicians, ' * who were then the most distinguished in Eu- 
rope.' Accordingly, he carried this plan into effect; and 
^became intimately acquainted with Mr. Jones (the father of 
.Sir William Jopes}, Mr. Caswell, and Mr. Ditton; and, through 
their instrumentality, obtained the most correct information re- 
lative to the progress of the mathematical sciences, ' both in 
England .and on the continent of Europe. * The vacancy in 
Ahe professorship of mathematics at Glasgow, Occurred in the 
spring of the succeeding year ; and our young geometer, 
after regularly passing through all the due formalities, was 
admitted Professor on the 20th of November,- I7it. ;He did 
not receive the degree of Doctor from his own university ; 
but from that, of St, Andrews, which, in the year 1746, wish- 
ing to confer upon him that distinction, made choice (as he was 
a layman) of a degree in medicine, from the circumstance 
of his knowledge of botany; though, says Dr. T., 'he had 
no other pretensions to distinction in medical science.' 

Upon being admitted to the professorship, he lost no time 
in entering on the engagements of his office, and 'both from 
duty and from, inclination' directed his exclusive attention to 
mathematics. . . , 

'•From 1711, he continued bear fifty years to teach mathematics to two 
-separate classes, aa ■different hours, five days in the week, during a conti- 
nued session (or term) of seven months ; besides giving occasional instruc- 
tion, which he was ever ready to communicate to those students who wished 
for more particular ex pl a n a tion s of his lectures, or to make further pr o gre s s 
m the study of mathematics. Though the* duties of a professor soon 
became familiar and easy to him, yet they occupied a considerable portion 
of his time, and divided it so as often to interrupt the course of his private 
studies. / 
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' * iiis manner of teaching was uncommonly clear and engaging to young 
people, and most of hit scholars retained, through life, an affection and 
inference for the professor. The college of Glasgqw in his time Was in 
great repute, both at home and abroad, to which Dr. IJutcheson, Dr. 
Moor, Mr. Adam Smith, and himself, much contributed. The resort 
of students was great, and almost all of them attended Dr. Simson's 
lectures. The knowledge of the elementary branches of mathematics, 
and of the most useful applications of them, were thence ranch diffused 
in the college, and some taste also for the study of the higher branches 
was excited ; but the early age of the greater number of the students, 
their short residence in college, and the necessary appropriation of a 
considerable portion of their time to other sciences, seldom admitted of 
$hat long and nearly exclusive cultivation of one particular science, by 
.which alone, especially in mathematics, eminence usually can be attained, . f 
Among Dr. Sanson's scholars, however, several rase to distinction, as 
mathematicians. Dr. Matthew Stewart, who alone has applied the geo- 
metrical method of reasoning to the most complex physical investigations, 
by universal acknowledgment, is to be named the first ; Mr. Williamson, 
a favourite pupil, from whom he had great expectations, died very young ; 
Dr. Moor, Greek professor at Glasgow, and Professor Robinson of Edin- 
burgh, were all known as mathematicians of superior abilities and at- 
tainments. 

< In the year 1758, Dr. Simson, being then seventy-one years of age, 
found it necessary to employ an assistant in teaching ; and in 1761, on his 
recommendation, the Rev. Dr. Williamson was appointed his assistant 
and successor. The resignation of Pr. Simson presented an opportunity 
to the Principal and Professors, of recording Jp their minutes the ai&c? 
tion which they felt for the Doctor, and their high admiration of his ge- 
nius. A long paper for this purpose was drawn up by his colleagues, and 
it is expressed with all the warmth of attachment aq4 respect, which it 
was natural fpr them to entertain for the father of the college, from whom 
jhe university had derived so much honour.' pp. 4—6. 

The Doctor lived ten years after bis resignation, continue 
log to enjoy an equable state of good health, and cheerful 
Spirits, excepting as they were now and then interrupted with, 
complaints respecting his loss of mepipry. He employed 
himself, principally, in arranging some of his mathematical 
papers, a#d in solving such proems as either occurred jn, 
the course of his reading, or were suggested to him by 
lus Meads for bis amusement. He was seriously indisposed 
only for a few weeks before bis death, which happened on 
the 1st of October, 1768, when he had nearly completed hi* 
81st year. 

Sqqh are the main particulars furnished by Dr. T. relative 
to the life of Jiis friend. A few short quotations will make the 
yeader acquainted with his character and his habits. 

' Dr. Sknson was originally possessed of great intellectual powers, an 
accurate and distinguishing understanding, an iaventive genius, and a re* 
tentive memory ; and these powers, being excited by an ardent curiosity, 

4Y2 • 
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produced a singular capacity for investigating the truths of mathematical 
science. By such talents, with a correct taste, formed by the study of 
the Greek geometers, he was also peculiarly qualified for communicating 
his knowledge, both in his lectures and in his writings, with perspicuity 
and elegance. He was at the same time modest and unassuming ; and 
though not indifferent to literary fame, he was cautious and even reserved 
in bringing forward his own discoveries, but always ready to do justice 
to the merits and inventions of others. 

* Dr. Simson never was married ; and the uniform regularity of a long 
life, spent within the' walls of his college, naturally produced fixed and 
peculiar habits, which, however, with the sincerity of his manners, were 
unoffending, and became even interesting to those with whom he lived* 
The strictness of these habits, which indeed pervaded all his occupations*, 
probably had an influence also on the direction and success of some of 
lis. scientific pursuits. His hours of study, of amusement, and of ex- 
ercise, were all regulated with uniform precision. The walks even in the 
squares or garden of the college* were all measured by his steps, and he 
took his exercise by the hundreds of paces, according to his time or in** 
clination.' pp. 73—75. 

. We suppose the ingenious Professor, on such occasions, 
walked alone, and that -he never indulged himself with looking 
about him ; otherwise we apprehend he would have run great 
risk of losing his reckoning, and perchance of walking too 
long. 

* The- Doctor, in his disposition, was both cheerful and social ; and his 
conversation, when he was at ease among his friends, was animated and 
various, enriched with much anecdote, especially of the literary kind, 
but always unaffected. It was enlivened also by a certain degree of na- 
tural humour, and even the slight fits of absence to which in company he 
was occasionally liable, contributed to the entertainment of his friends, 
without diminishing their affection and respect, which his excellent qualities 
were calculated to inspire. One evening in the week he devoted to a 
club, chiefly of his own selection, which met in a tavern near the college. 
The first part of the evening was employed in playing the game of whist, 
of which he was particularly fond ; but though he took no small trouble in 
estimating chances, it was remarked that he was often unsuccessful. The 
rest of the evening was spent in cheerful conversation, and as he had 
some taste for music, he did not scruple to amuse his party with a song; 
and it is said he was rather fond of singing some Greek odes, to which 
modern music had been adapted* On Saturdays he usually dined in the 
village of Anderston, then about a mile distant from Glasgow, with some 
of the members of his regular club, and with a variety of other respect* 
able visitors, who wished to cultivate the acquaintance, and enjoy the so* 
ciety, of so* eminent a person. In the progress of time, from his age 
and character, it became the wish of his company, that every thing in 
these meetings should be directed by him ; and though his authority, 
growing with his years, was somewhat absolute, yet the good humour 
with which it was administered, rendered it pleasing to every body. He 
had his own chair and place at table ; he gave instructions about the en* 
tertainment, regulated the time of tweaking up, and adjusted the expence. 
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Thes^ parties, in the years of his severe rtydy, were a desirable and useful 
relaxation to his mind, and they continued to amuse him till within a few 
months of his death. 5 pp. 76, 77- 

We are thus informed how the learned Professor passed 
his time on Saturdays, and as his biographer is a clergyman, 
we read on with some avidity, hoping to learn how his friend 
employed himself on the days immediately succeeding. We 
are told, indeed, that * he was uniformly reserved in express- 
ing particular opinions on the subject of religion ; and, from 
his sentiments of decorum, he never introduced religion as 
a subject of conversation in mixed society, and all attempts 
to do so in his clubs were checked with gravity and decision.* 
This, to be sure, is natural enough ; for it is easy to imagine 
that a man who wanted to introduce religious conversation at 
a card-club, would make but an indifferent whist player, and 
probably a somewhat sorry casuist. Yet Dr. Trail must be 
aware, that this leaves the main point undecided ; although it 
is a point which, as he has introduced the topic of religion, 
in reference to his friend, every reader will be anxious to 
see placed beyond controversy. Dr. T. doubtless knows, 
that Simson has always been classed among deists, and 
described as one who, when he entered on the professorship, 
being asked if the bible contained all the articles of bis faith, 
replied with the usual accompaniment of profane men, "yes, 
and a great deal more" And he must be aware, that this is 
not disproved, by telling us how firmly Dr. S. resisted thfc 
introduction of religion ' in mixed societv,* or in card par- 
ties; or even by writing ' Deo Optimo Maximo, Benignis^ 
.fcimo Sejrvatori, $it laus et gloria,' at the end of a geometrical 
solution which he completed on his birth-day, in the year 
1764. 

, Leaving, then, this matter as we found it, we shall now 
speak a little of Dr. Siinson's performances. The only pub- 
lications which he sent to the press during his life-time, (be- 
sides two papers in the Philosophical Transactions, one on 
Porisms, and the other containing an investigation of Albert 
Girard's rule for approximation to the roots of numbers which 
are not perfect squares) were — his Treatise c Sectiorum Co- 
nicarum, libriy." which appeared in 1735 j and his excellent 
edition of Euclid, which appeared both in Latin and English 
in 1756, anpl to a second edition of which, in 1762, was an- 
nexed the book of Euclid's Data. The treatise on Conic Sec- 
tions yvas undertaken by Dr. Simson to correct what he thought 
the false taste, which then prevailed, of investigating the pro- 
perties of those curves algebraically : he, v therefore, assumed 
the definitions employed by L'Hospital and others in their al- 
gebraical treatises, and l from them, with the true simplicity 
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ahd accuracy df die ancient school* he deduced not only tbe 
properties of these curves* as given by all preceding writers, 
but added many new and important propositions of bis own, 
with the generalization and improvement of many, which bad 
been previously discovered,' He deduces the Various pro* 
perties of the curve from their description in piano, in which 
respect we think his work inferior to the elegant treatises by 
t)r. Hamilton and Dr. Hutton, both of whom derive their 
investigations from the properties of the respective sections 
inferred from their conneption with the cone itself. In Sim- 
son's edition of 1750, several additions are made, including 
some valuable communications by Dr. Matthew Stewart* 
In the preface, Dr. Sirason gives a short sketch of the history 
of this portion of geometry from the age of MenaBchmus, 
who is usually reputed the first inventor. Some omission* 
have been remarked m this history, which, however, have 
been supplied by Dr. Abraham Robertson, of Oxford, in the 
learned history prefixed to his valuable work on the conic 
sections. 

But Dr. Simson's grand undertaking is bis edition of the first 
six, with the eleventh and twelfth, boosts of Euclid's Ele* 
roents. 

' « To judge with impartiality of the merits of ttiis wosk,' says Dr. T», 
< t^he state qf the. text ife preceding editions must be attended to. Dn. 
Siinson, from his .veneration for the ancient Geomeiete, teems, with an 
excusable parjtiatky, to have assumed, that the Elements of Euclid, a* 
they came from the author, were nearly Without bfeniish ; and he there- 
fore ascribes all the errors and imperfections of die common editions, 
either to the" carelessness of transcribers, or to the blunders of *Theon. 
snd other ancient editors. His corrections are numerous and many oi 
them important; and even now, when most' of them are adopted, it might 
be an useful exercise for the young mathematician to study the grounds 
of his emendations, which exhibit so clearty the precision of his ideas, 
and the logical accuracy of his understanding. Some animadversion* 
were made on this edition, chiefly by <thoee whose wotfks had bee* 
criticised in the Doctor's notes $ and to some of these in a second edh 
tion, replies and explanations were made $. put, h< had a great aversion 
to controversy, and his observations on what he. had -proved to be error* 
or defects in his predecessors were never calculated to provoke it. 

' Notwithstanding Dr. ftmson^s valuable corrections, there are still 
Some difficulties in thte Elements, which 4-emain to be cleared up by some 
future editor. The demembration of the property of parallel lines (29. 
I. Elem.) is still theoretically defective, requiring the admission of some 
principle, not strictly belOngmg to the elass of selftevideht truths. It 
has by some been supposed, Hhat the remedy fbr this difficulty must be 
sought for in a just definition of a strato line* Ko definition* of a strait 
]ine has yet been found, and simp perhaps can be' found Atnifc • wtaWh adf 
the properties assumed in the &Jennfclfts to belong to in> on* be rigidly fih> 
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ruonslrated. There , is manifestly also some defect in the definition of 
a solid * angle, since whaf is given in pr. Simson'a , and in all other edi- 
tions, does not discriminate the sofyd apgie from a number of plain angles,' 
formed at one point, which may exist according to the definition, but, 
without forming the sotyd angle intended to be defined* The improve- 
ments and corrections of the Jfiftfr , bopk are also important. His obser- • 
yationwith respect to solid figures, r Jn the note op Defc 10. xi. Elem f > 
is curious, from remarking an error, which is so obvious when pointed 
out, but which had escaped the notice of the many learned and acujte 
geometers, who had paid much attention to Euclid's Elements. ' An 
observation of a similar kind, and about the same time, was made by; 
Mr. Le Sage wfcich is recorded m the History of the Royal Academy! 
of Sciences at Paris for 1756; and another important correction has. 
been more recently made by Le Gendre, of which a satisfactory history, 
is given by Mr. Pldyfair, in the second edition of his Element* of Geo-* 
roetry." pp, 8^—33. . f 

Dr. 8. was certainly better qualified, by his singular rever-* 
ence for his author, by his enthusiastic preference of geo- 
metry to the modern analysis, arid by his critical acquaint-' 
ance with the Greek language, to present a correct edition 
of Euclid, than any other man who has turned his attention 
to the subject: and we, therefore, cannot but regret, that he 
satisfied himself with giving merely the first six, with the 
eleventh and twelfth books. His edition, however, though 
extremely valuable, is not free from blemishes and errors. 
The most remarkable occur in bis attempt to demonstrate the 
12th axiom of the first book, where be has fallen into several 
paralogisms, which render his reasonings completely nuga- 
tory. Thus in the fifth proposition, in his note to Euclid's 
52f9th,, he takes it for granted that, when a line is perpendicu- 
lar to one of two parallel lines, it may be produced tilt 
it meets the other — which is a particular case of the general! 
proposition be was endeavouring to establish. 
* Besides the; works already enumerated, Dr. Simson had, 
lttng before his death, prepared several others for the press ? 
but the strong impression he often felt respecting the failure' 
of his memory prevented hitn from publishing them. The 
copies of these, with a large mass of miscellaneous papers-, 1 
ftfH into the hands of his executor, Mr. Clow, Professor of 
Logic at Glasgow. 

« While Mr* Clow, whs deliberating what was moat expedient to be 
done with regard to these g^ers entrusted to his, care, the late Earl 
Stanhope, distinguished in his elevated rank by his ingenious . cultivation 
and liberal patronage of the mathematical sciences, intimated his design 
of publishing those works of Dr. Simson which he had completed, with* 
any other pieces, which, though unfinished, rajght without injury t# hid 
feme be given to the public.* The munificent proposal was most accept* 
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able to Mr, Clow ; and alter some, correspondence respecting,* the 9efee>~ 
tion, a. large volume, in the year 1776, was -at his Lordship's sole ex- v 
pence handsomely printed, under the care of Mr. Clow, and liberally 
distributed. 
"" * This volume contains a restoration of the sectio determinata of Apol- 
lflnras, with two additional books by Dr. Simson : and a full explana- 
tion of the porisms, with a restoration of a number of the propositions of 
Euclid's driginal work.' pp. $3, 36. 

iTo these two important works are added some smaller 
tracts, viz. one de Logarithmis, founded on the model of 
Euclid's 5th book, and undertaken at the particular request 
of tbe late Earl Stanhope; another, de Limitibus Suantitaium 
et Rationum, comprehendiug, though only a fragment, a 
vigorous demonstration of the' principles of fluxions, and of 

{>nme and ultimate ratios ; and an appendix, containing a 
lew geometrical problems solved by 'the ancient analysis. 

This posthumous volume is, in many respects, extremely " 
curious and valuable; and a^ ic was never sold, but merely 
given away (and that more th^n 30 years ago, to tbe scien- 
tific men of that day), it is now very scarce. Dr. Trail's 
account of its contents, and history of the rise and progress, 
of the several parts, cannot but be highly ipteresting to ma- 
thematical readers. Of the portion devoted to the subject of 
porisms, by many reckoned the most important, Dr. Trail 
details the history iu 14 pages ; and in such a manner, that 
the reader may become tolerably acquainted with the results 
of the labours of the chief writers, from Pappus to Playfair, 
on this obscure topic of inquiry. After all, however, it wil| 
be seen, as we indeed remarked in a former number, tha^ 
it is not yet ascertained what the ancients really meant by $ 
porism. 

We may here mention, that, very early in life, Dr. Simson 
turned his attention to the fioci jfhni and the Sectio Deter- 
tninata of Apollonius. The Loci Plani had been partially 
restored by Fermat 'and Francis Scbooten : but the obvious 
imperfections in their works stimulated Dr. Simson to the 
task. His performance, though nearly completed in 1735, was. 
not primed till 1749 : and even then, some unexpected difficul- 
ties which he met with in negotiating with a bookseller, pre- 
vented its publication ; so that, except a few copies distri- 
buted among his friends in 1750, the book remained, pro- 
perly speaking, unpublished till after his death. Dr. Trail 
says, ' such is the elegance of method, and the ingenious 
contrivance of demonstration in this work, that be has truly 
exhibited a copy, or at least so very nearly a copy of the 
work of Apollonius, that little regret peed be had for the 
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loss of the original.' And Professor Leslie says, Dr. Sim* 
son's ' treatise De Locis Planis, published at Glasgow in; 
1749, is a model of geometrical strictness and elegance/) 
Yet, notwithstanding the opinion, thus decidedly expressed, by 
these learned geometers, we confess we cannot help thinking 
somewhat differently. 

In this work, Simson first gives the enumeration of Pap-i 

Ens ; and shews, in a corollary, the connection which subsists 
etween that which he proposes as the principal locus, and' 
those which he thence developes. He goes so far into detail, r * 
and enters into such numerous distinctions, that the develope- ; 
ment of this proposition occupies 56 pages. Still he only- 
traces completely the case of three parallel lines given in - 
position ; and, developing only one of the cases where the 
three lines given in position proceed from the same, point, 1 
contents himself with saying that the other five cases are 
treated in the same manner. When the three right lines' 
given in position, are neither parallel, nor concur in one; 
point, instead of shewing, as he ought to have done, the: 
connection which subsists between this case and those where, 
the lines do concur in one point (which would considerably * 
abridge both the analysis and the construction); he reduces 
it to the case of two lines given in position, to which there 
are drawn, under given angles, right lines having given ratios* 
to each other. He then shews how the case of fourjright 
lines is reduced to that of three* 

If the Doctor had possessed sufficient patience to treat 
with similar prolixity, the cases of a greater number of lines 

fiven in magnitude and position, we question much whether 
e would have found a single reader courageous enough to 
have followed him through his whole progress. His method 
too, like that of Fermat, has the great inconvenience of prp* 
ceeding successively from a given, nifmber of lines, to the 
i) umber immediately exceeding it by unity ; in such manner, . 
that the developement of a single example of any number 
of lines whatever, necessarily supposes those of all the in- 
ferior numbers of lines. Besides this, Simson's method leads, 
by a very tiresome process, to the indeterminate case. So 
that, on the whole, we are far from being warm admirers of 
this part of our excellent geometer's attempted ' restoration 
of Apollonius.* 

. Dr. Trail has given, in a very amusing section,* an account 
of Simsoh's unpublished papers and correspondence; which, 
with the several notes appended to it, will be read with 
great pleasure. We were particularly struck with note H., 
wich contains a carious paper sent to Dr. Jurin, in 1713* ex? 
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hibitrng the investigation of sdme elegant sferies for the. 
rectification of the circle. Some of thfcse correspond with 
other well-known series, which have beer) independently in- 
vestigated by Machin» Euler, and Dr. Mutton; arid furnish 
great reason to conclude, that if Dr. S. had devoted as much 
time to the modern as he did to the ancient analysis, he would . 
have attained equal eminence. 

The three appendices to this volume contain, 1st. an ac- 
count of the mathematical collections of Pappus; with a sum- 
mary of the coutents of the several books: 2dly. two passages 
from Pappus, the Greek from the Savilian MSS. at Oxford, 
collated with the MS. Bull, and the Latin from Commandine's 
translation : 3dly. Dr. Simson's translation of the general 
description of Euclid's porisms in the preface to the 7th book of 
Pappus. Of these the first is by far the most important. In* 
deed, we apprehend that mathematical readers will deem it tbe 
moat valuable part of the whole work. It occupies fifty pages ; 
and exhibits a much fuller account of these collections, as well 
as of the few remaining MSS. of Pappus, than is to be met with 
in any other work in a modern language; unless BerardV 
edition of the ' Collections 9 should by this time be published 
at Paris. We could have wished, however, that Dr. Trail bad 
entered as fully into the properties of the series of circles 
inscribed in the ' Arbejon,' as Dr. Hutton has done, under the 
word Pappus, in bis Mathematical Dictionary; and'that he had 
given us a fuller account of the 238 lemmata in Pappus's 7th 
book. Something of this kind, after the manner of ' Lawson's 
Synopsis' for triangles, would have been exceedingly useful to 
the modern geometer. 

From this part of Dr. TVs work we transcribe the following 
nbte. 

~ ' The Arbelon is mentioned in the Lemmata of Archimedes, (prop. 
4, 5, 6;) and it is remarkable that though Pappus, in his collections, and 
particularly in this book, often quotes Archimedes, there is no allusion to 
the Lemmata* in his long and curious discussion of the properties of the 
Arbelon. There is also a Lemma of Commandine's for demonstrating a' 
proposition of Pappus on this subject, (prop. 14,) which is the first propo*. 
aiuon of the Lemmata of Archimedes, and which Commamfine afterwards 
£fol. 52. b.) asserts to be composed by htotselL Fro** thk it may be: 
inferred, tha^ Cdmmandinc certainly had never seen the Lemmata ai 
Archimedes, and most probably neither had Pappus. The Lemmata hare, 
never been found in Greek, and have by several learned men been supposed 
not to be the work of Archimedes ; and the circumstance now mentioned 
favours that supposition.* p. 14?6. 

t It might to&Ye been added, that this doubt of the genuine* 
new of Archimedes took <rf Lem-ma^a is confirmed byxora* 
paring it with his other works. The reasoning is often loose; 
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end in the seecnd proposition, while the enunciation is general, 
the demonstration is only applicable to a particular case, and 
that the simplest. 

Were it not that we are afraid of too severely taxing the 
patience ef our un*>matbetoatical readers, we should be tempted 
to quote more largely from this part of Dr. Trail's volume. Td 
compensate for the pleasure we should have derived from 
selecting these extracts, we must indulge ourselves in that of 
warmly recommending the work to all who have imbibed 
any portion of the spirit of the ancient geometers. There are, 
indeed, a few instances of tautology, arising most probably 
from the length of time the memoirs have been in hand; and 
now and then the author has been guilty of omissions, as in the 
case of the * Arbelon,' and in forgetting to specify the names of 
Huso t)>Omerique, Lawson, and T. Simpson, among tbfe 
modern Authors who have published collectibris of geometrical 
problems. Yet, altogether, we think be has discharged his duty 
honourably to himself and to his tutor, and in a way that cannot 
fail to afford both pleasure and profit to most admirers of tbd 
mathematical sciences. 

Art. V. The Gleaner : a Series of Periodical Essays, selected aad ar* 
ranged from scarce or neglected Volumes, with an Introduction and 
Notes, by Nathan Drake, M. D. Author of " Literary Hours,'* «od 
. of " Essays on Periodical Literature." 8vo. 4 vole* pp. 1725. Prict 
$/, 2/. Suttaby, Evince, and Co,; Baldwin ; Blackwood, Edinburgh i 
Keeae, Dublin. 1811. 

^f HILE Dr. Drake was in search of materials for a critical 
and biographical history of our periodical essays, and, aft 
a requisite part of that labonr, was working through several 
hundred volumes, of which the greater proportion wet* 
obtained with some difficulty, and were never likely to come 
again under the inspection of any one man, it was inevi* 
table for him to conceive the idea of a selection from this 
vanishing mass. Such an undertaking was not only likely to 
prove acceptable to readers of the present times* but must 
mtve appeared to him as due, in sopie setise, to departed 
talents, Of a& order, indeed far below the highest* but yet 
well worthy of *o slight a memorial. If he contemplated ^ also*, 
sokne farther remuneration for an extraordinary quantity of 
lahtfur, who shall Wame him ? especially when ^it was e labour* 
that he was tolerably certain no other literary man would 
thOose tb attempt. 

That the employment must sometimes have 1>een sufficiently 
irksome, umy be inferred from the circumstance, that mwch 
the greater number x>f works in the prodigious assemblage 
were found such as to afford no contribution* .at all; A U*t «f 
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forty-one sets of essays, (that is, less than a fourth part of 
the whole series enumerated, even after excluding all the 
acknowledged standard works,) is given, as comprehending 
the extent from which the collection has been drawn ; and 
the Doctor's expressions warrant us to conclude, that his 
* gleaning 9 has been conBned to this reduced field on the 
wider literary tract, by a cause analogous to that which pre- v 
Vents the gleaners of wheat from following their occupaiioa 
on a heath or a bog. 

If any thing in a title, beyond the convenience of a desig- 
nation, and easiness of sound, were of much consequence, 
we might object to that of the present work as incorrectly 
applied. It is not a ' gleaned £ business to pick out the best 
ears of an indifferent crop, and leave the mass of it behind. 
Even Ruth herself would not have been so favoured. The 
word sounds neatly, and that is enough. If signification bad 
been the point — Restorer, Recoverer, Rescuer, Extractor, Re- 
yisitor, or any term of similar meaning, would have been more 
to the purpose. Some pencils will write on the title-page the 
denomination given, in London, to the professional riners of 
sepulchres. 

Unlets the selector has an extraordinary power of memory, 
the task was attended by very considerable difficulties besides 
the labour. The works to be selected from, contain several 
thousands of essays. In passing through so vast a miscella- 
neous assemblage, the reader distinguishes and marks, here 
and there, a performance better than the rest. But on ad- 
vancing forward in the confused multitude, the mind is liable 
to lose all such distinct recollection and estimate, as would 
enable it to compare those former preferred pieces to the 
new ones it continues to notice. It cannot so bring them into 
one view, as to judge of their comparative merits, and deter- 
mine which ought decidedly to be selected out of even this 
selection, and which may be dismissed with a certainty of los- 
ing less than by dismissing, to the same amount in number, 
any other papers. The difficulty remains, in a great mea- 
sure, even in reading over again, and exclusively, the pieces 
thus distinguished and separated from the great mass. Even 
this reduced and selected number was still, probably, in Dr. 
D.'s case, not less than five or six hundred; and it would 
£e nearly impossible for him to feel certain of the propor- 
tionate merit of some essays in the fifth hundred, as placed 
beside the essays in the first hundred, which he has for the 
second lime inevitably forgotten. Were a man of the most 
discerning eye for the purpose, to go round finally to select 
two hundred timber trees out of six hundred all good, and 
many of them apparently much alike, on which he had firs* 
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put some general mark of preference, in. tautening a vast 
forest, it would be absolutely impossible for him, in fixing 
on bis two hundred, to be sure that no one in all the four 
hundred handsome trees that he leaves, is equal to any one 
in the two hundred that he takes. It is enough for our 
'XrleanerV credit, if the essays in the present selection are 
among the best of all that could be found in the multitude of 
works whence they are drawn. We can readily believe they 
are ; but whether they be or not, there assuredly is no hardy 
labourer, in all the tribe of critics and detractors, that will un- 
dertake to ascertain. At *all events,' th,e Gleaner is a consi- 
derably valuable set of essays, taken all* together. Few of 
them, perhaps, approach the perfection of good writing, and 
some of them are not above mediocrity ; but, on the whole, 
there is a large portion of good sense, a tolerable share . of 
imagination, and much easy and spirited diction, — some that 
is elegant, and a little that is energetic* 

The selector has avoided political topics, which, he says^ 
fill a vast proportion of the pages that his undertaking has 
required him to peruse, — pages, it seems, distinguished by a 
frequent display of acuteness, a much more frequent one of 
imbecility, and by a virulence equally lavished by the impor 
tent and the strong. The number of papers reaches to 187; 
many of them are on subjects of criticism, many on ques- 
tions of manners and morals, some sport in humour and sa- 
tire, some are iictions founded on ordinary life, and some 
revel in fairy or oriental imagery. 

' As the essays (says Dr. D.) united, in these volumes are, for the 
sake of exciting universal interest, of a nature as general as possible, the 
necessity for notes has, consequently, not been frequent ; these are, there* . 
fore, rather critical than explanatory ; or so far illustrative, as parallel pas* 
sages, or subsequent discoveries and narratives, might furnish materials* 
It may be observed, that the number or page of the original work, which 
has been selected, is carefully noted at the close of each paper of the col- 
lection. V 

* Not only has strict attention been paid, to avoid e^yery thing which 
might militate, in the smallest degree, against the great truths of religion 
and morality j but care has also been taken that nothing should appear 
which could offend the most delicate mind, and that the w^ole should 
subserve the best. interests of virtue/ V. I. p. vii. 

It is quite obvious, that no manner of illustration of the 
merits of the collection can be given by extracts. Great 
plenty of good ones might be produced, but all we shall do 
will be to quote a few paragraphs of the very last paper, 
which supplies some information respecting the poet Collins, 
of whom so little is known. There are two letters concerning 
him, from Mr. Warton, and one from a person who signs L R., 
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an intimate acquaintance of the unhappy genius. Mr. War- 
ton says, — 

* In illustration of what Dr. Johnson has related, that, during his last 
malady, he was a great reader of the Bible, I am favoured with the fol- 
lowing anecdote from the Rev. Mr. Stanton, of Chichester, by whom 
Collins was buried. " Walking in my vicarial garden, one Sunday even- 
ing, daring Golltns's last illness, I heard a female (the servant, I suppose) 
reading the Bible in his chamber. Mr. Collins had bees accustomed to 
rave much, and make great moaniogs; but while she was reading, or 
rather attempting to read, he was not only silent but attentive, correcting 
her mistakes, Which indeed were very frequent, through the whole of the 
27th chapter of Genesis." I have ' just been informed, from undoubted 
authority, that Collins had finished a Preliminary Dissertation, to be 
prefixed to his History of the Restoration of Learning, and that it was 
written with great judgment, precision, and knowledge of the subject. 9 

The following is part of I. R.'s letter. 

' There are few of his intimates now living* and I Wi**e I ap the only 
one who can give a true account of his family and connexions. His 
father was not the manufacturer of hats, but the vender. IJe liyed in a 
genteel style at Chichester, and I think filled the o/fiqe of mayor more 
than once. He was pompous in his manners, but at his death left his 
affairs rather embarrased. CoL Martyn, his wife's brother, greatly as- 
sisted his family ; and supported Mr. William Collins at the university, 
where he stood for a fellowship, which, to his great mortification, he 
lost, and which was his reason for quitting the place, at least, that was 
his pretext. But he had othef reasons. He was in arrears to his book- 
seller* his tailor, and other tradesmen'; but I believe a desire to partake of 
the gaiety and dissipation of London was his principal motive. Col. 
Martyn was at this time with his regiment ; and Mr. Payne, a near rela- 
tion, had the management of the Collins's affairs, . and had likewise a 
commission to supply them with small sums of money. The Colonel 
was the more sparing in this order, having suffered considerably by Alder- 
ma© Collins, who had formerly been his agent, and, forgetting that his 
wmVb brother's cdsh Was not his own, had applied it to his own use. 
When Mr. WHJiam Collins came from the university, he called on his 
cousin Payne,. gaily dressed, and with a feather in his hat; at which his 
relation expressed surprize, and told him his appearance was by no means 
that of a young man who had not a single guinea to call his own. This 
gave him great offence ; but remembering his sole dependence for sub- 
sistence was in the power of Mr. Payne, Jte concealed his resentment ; yet 
could not refrain from speaking freely behind his back, and saying he 
thought him a d— n'd dull fellow : though this indeed was an epithet he 
was pleased to bestow on every one who did not think as he would have 
them. His frequent demands for a supply obliged Mr. Payne to tell 
him he must pursue some other line of life, for he was sure Col. Martyn 
would be displeased with him for having done so much. This resource 
being stopped, forced him to set about some work, of which his History 
of the Revival of Learning was the first, and for which he printed propo- 
sals, (one of which I have) and took the first subscription money from 
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ftiany of hi* particular friends. The book was begun, bvt soon stood 
still. Both Dr. Johnaofi and Mr. Langhorne are mistaken, when they 
say the Translation of Aristotle was never begun ; I know to the con- 
trary, for some progress was made in both, but most in the latter. Prom 
the freedom subsisting between us, we took the liberty of saying any 
thing to each other : lone day reproached him with idleness; when, to 
convince me that ray censure was unjust, he shewed me many sheets of 
his Translation of Aristotle, which he said he had fully employed him- 
self about, to prevent him from calling on any of his friends so frequently 
. as he used to do. Soon after this he engaged with Mr. Manby, a book- 
seller on Ludgate-hill, to furnish him irfth some lives for the Biographia 
Brkannica, which Manby was then publishing. He shewed me some of 
the lives in embryo, but I do not recollect that any of them came to 
maturity. To raise, a present subsistence* he set about writing his Odes ; 
and, having a general invitation to my home, he frequently passed whole 
days there, \vhich he employed in writing them, and as frequently burn- 
ing what he had written, after reading them to me. Many of them which 
pleased me, I struggled to preserve, but without effect; for, pretending 
he would alter them, he got them from me, and thrust them into the fire. 
He was an acceptable companion- every where ; and among the gentlemen 
who loved him for his genius, I may reckon Drs. Armstrong, Barrowby, 
and Hill ; and Messrs. Qutn, Garrick, and Foote, who frequently took 
his opinion on their pieces before they were seen by the public. He was 
frequently noticed by the geniuses who frequented the Bedford and Slaugh- 
ter's coffee-houses. From his knowledge of Garrick, he had the liberty 
of the scenes and green-room, where he made diverting observations on 
the vanity and false consequence of that class of people ; and his manner 
of relating them jto his particular friends was extremely entertaining. Ill 
this manner he lived with and upon 'his friends, until the death of Col. 
Martyn, who left what fortune he died possessed Of to him and his two 
sisters. I fear I cannot be certain as to dates, but I believe he left the 
university in 1743. Some circumstances I recollect, make me almost cer- 
tain he was in London that year ; but I will not be so positive of the 
time he died, which 1 did not hear of till long after it happened. When 
his health and faculties began to decline, he went to France, and after- 
wards to Bath, in hopes his health might be restored, but without suc- 
cess. I never saw him after his sister had removed him from McDonald's 
road-house at Chelsea, to Chichester, where he soon sunk into a deplor- 
able state of idiotism, which when I was told, shocked me exceedingly ; 
and even now, the remembrance of a man for whom I had a particular ' 
.friendship, and in whose company I have passed so many pleasant happy 
hours, gives me a severe shock/ 

Art. VI. Sermons on various Subjects, and Letters to an Under Graduate 
at the University : By the late Rev. Wm. Alphoosus Gum*. To wtuch 
• are. prefixed, Memoirs of his Life: By Isaac Saunders, A.M. $vo. 
jp.466. Price 10/. 6a\ Matthews and Leigh. 1812. 

A Voi^me of Mr. Guam's Sermons, published soon after bis 

decease, was so welcome to his frienck and hearers, that 

thie editor had very good reason to be assured of a favourable 

acceptance of such a sequel as now lies before u«, * But/ 

he says, 
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* * The Sermona and Letters would,' proljably, never have met tfrepuMi* 
eye, had not two friends, who had seen them, requested me to send them 
to the press, and engaged themselves to risk the expellee of their pub* 
iication, that they might again have the pleasure of perusing them, and 
that others might derive benefit from them* 

' Under these circumstances I send them into the world, with a short 
Memoir of the Author, as a small tribute of gratitude to the memory of' 
an invaluable friend, and as a testimony to the integrity of a faithful 
minister of Christ, and an honest man; and I am persuaded that this 
volume will be accepted, both with pleasure and profit, by those who 
loved him while he lived, and revere his memory now he is no more.' 

* It is probably very seldom that considerations arising from 
'the personal regards of an author's friends and acquaintance, 
can be pleaded so strongly and legitimately, as in the present 
instance, against whatever dissuasives from publication might 
be insinuated from the estimates "of criticism. , We refer, in 
this remark, chiefly to the sermons which constitute about 
.half the volume. 

But we think there may be urged for such a publication, 
one argument much stronger than any depending merely 
on personal feelings towards the author;— and this argument, 
indeed, the editor has virtually alledged, though he has not 
brought it out in its most palpable form. If we do not 
totally misunderstand him, he represents, in a spirit of very 
zealous remonstrance, that the mode of religious doctrine 
and sentiment held forth in the public ministry, and in these 
written remains, of Mr. Gunn, though perfectly concordant 
(as he maintains) with the articles, the liturgy, and the 
writings of the venerable fathers of the English church — 
and, what is more, concordant substantially, with the New 
Testament, — are* nevertheless,' disclaimed, decried, and 
even abhorred by a large proportion of the present living 
and instructing church. The teachers of evangelical truth 
in the establishment, with respect to the generality of the au- 
thorized teachers, are addressed as a party in great subor- 
dination and disgrace ; and in endeavouring to console and 
anirqate them, our author employs a language really very 
much like that which has been interchanged among suffering 
protestants in popish countries, and among fraternities of 
Christians within the dominions of Mahomedanism and Pa* 

}>anism. It is but fair to transcribe a short specimen of the 
anguage both of remonstrance and consolation. 

* Why are these to be denominated u pernicious and dangerous men P* 
Why are these to be forbidden to take possession, in their own Church, of 
the smallest pieces of preferment, whose emoluments are not equal* to the 
labours of a mechanic ? and to none others are they allowed to aspire' F 
Why is power to be strained to its full extent against these, for the same 
ends and purposes which, in other countries, are more speedily effected by 
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anathemas and sanguinary edicts ? Why are these compelled to suffer loss, 
and to see their families deprived of the common core forts of life, only 
because they discharge their duty, and earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered to the taints ? Do these men propagate doctrines 
which are inimical to piety and virtue ? they ought to be suspended and 
silenced; but if otherwise, they, should be countenanced and supported. 
If, however, they must suffer and be evil intreated . it is no more than 
Christ in the days of his flesh forewarned his disciples, to expect: and 
while it is a lasting memorial of the truth of God, that he who is born, 
after the Jlesh will always persecute him that is born after the i/fc/ri/— -the 
true and faithful minister of Jesus has the consolation which was given 
him by his Divine Master, Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and 
when, &V. &c, &c. And though they are injured and misrepresented 
now, there is a day coming on which God will make their righteousness 
ohpear as the light* and their just dealing as the noon day.— But while the 
Evangelical Ministers in the establishment have this secret consolation 
amidst all the public opposition they meet with, still their genuine love to 
the Church is such, that they are grieved if they do not see it prosper. 
They would ever desire to follow the maxim of him whom they serve, 
by not returning evil for evil, nor railing for railing ; but if possible, 
inspire all their brethren with that zeal for God which they themselves 
feel.' p. 49. 

More unequivocal expressions could not easily be found, 
to assert or imply, that a preponderating portion of the clergy 
evince a decided hostility to such a kind of Christianity as 
that inculcated by Mr. Gunn, and the class to which he be- 
longed. Now, if this be true, it is a very proper thing that 
the public should be furnished with authentic, and somewhat 
ample, specimens of this condemned kind of religious doc- 
trine ; in oro'er that the people may have the means of being 
fully apprized, what sort of doctrine .that Teally is, of which 
tbey are so generally exhorted to beware, and the reverse 
of which is so habitually insisted on by so many of their 
authorized instructors. But indeed a much more serious 
object than barely setting the public understanding right 
on the mere fact of what principles are maintained by the 
evangelical class, will naturally be conte< plated by men, 
who,* like Mr. Gunn and his biographer, are convinced that 
a vast proportion of the actual living agency and inst ruction of 
the establishment, (for we set its admirable formularies entirely 
out of consideration) is not only misleading the people, but 
misleading them widely and fatally. Unaer the weight of 
tbisawiul conviction, any concern of mere explanation or 
eyen vindication with respect to themselves, will be lost 
in the far more important purpose of doing all they can to 
counteract so baneful a mischief. 

The following very brief sketch ipay be taken as exem- 

VoJ. VIII. 4Z 
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plifying the mode of Christian : faith which, according to 
our biographer, is the.subject of so much opprobrium. 

' Mr. 6. having read the Bible with his own eyes, and seeing also, that 
the articles and homilies of that Church of which he was a minister, were 
established on the doctrines of the apostles and prophets — though he 
called no man master — his sentiments were, of course, what are called 
Calvinistic, and his preaching so likewise. The chief features of all hi* 
public discourses were, Repentance toward* God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ ;• — the need of the" Holy Spirit's influence on the heart, in 
brder to induce that faith and repentance ; and the necessity of purity, 
both in the, heart and the life, as an evidence of their reality ; and he 
never failed to set forth the everlasting covenant love of Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, aa the source whence all these blessings freely and 
undeservedly flow ; he enforced also these truths as the most powerful 
motives to holiness ; and by these means he turned many to righteousness^ 9 

Though Mr. Saunders is uncommonly bold and animated 
in his exposure and reprehension of the state of the established 
church, he must not hence be suspected, of any defect of 
reverence and attachment to the iristitntion, or of any ten- 
dencies toward ecclesiastical irregularity. On the contrary, 
he avows himself zealously anxious, for the permanent ex- 
istence $tnd recovered glory of the church, though at the 
same time equally zealous for the most liberal toleration ta 
those who separate. The same decided attachment to the 
church, combined with the same liberality towards sectaries, 
is attributed to Mr. Gunn, the notice of whose life and 
character might perhaps have better occupied the space 
which we have wasted on an incidental topic. We have 
it to ssty, however*, that this topic is brought forward in a 
Vj^ry during manner, and with unusual prominence, in Mr. 
Saunders's interesting and well- written memoir. Had a* 
disinter made so free with the state of the establishment, 
it would have been our duty to quote to him some text or 
rhyme on the subject of moderation; but when a minister 
of the churcb, a church, too, in which the rising of ministers 
is a very conditional thing, ventures so stout a reprimand, 
it is done at a cost tp which it would be quite superfluous to 
add any of the little molestations of criticism. 

The Memoir could not abound witlTfacts, It records the 
very early religious thoughtfulness of Mr. Gunn, and his 
decided predilection for. the ministry almost from his infan- 
cy. He says of himself, " Instead of those childish 
amusements with which youth in general is so much de- 
lighted, my chief pleasure was in churches, church-yards, 
and burial-grounds. My utmost wishes were gratified if I * 
could but be habited in something that was in imitation of 
the sacerdotal dress. An apron for a surplice, a hat-band 
for a scarf, a pillow for a cushion, and a cardinal cloak for a 
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doctor's hood,' were sure to afford me more pleasure than 
all the sports of boys. To ascend the pulpit of an empty 
church, was a higher treat to me than too many feel in 
speaking from one to z.full church." Both his parents having 
died while he was very young, it was with no small difficulty 
that the benefits of a liberal education, at school and at 
College, were obtained for him. Through his whole pro- 
gress up to manhood he appears to have been affected so 
much as to be substantially governed by religious ideas. 
His serious and invariable determination for the church 
influenced the choice of his studies at the university. 

* He was not ambitious to attah literary honours, though, having im- 
proved all the advantages of an early education, he was a very f&P 
scholar. He rather checked a growing passion for classical learning, 
because he found it was likely to prove a snare to him ; and though he 
sometimes indulged himself in committing to memory the beautiful odes of 
Horace (the whole of which. he could repeat), yet, keeping ever in view 
that grand object which he considered the university but the means of ob- 
taining — Divinity, was his chief study : for his motto was — This one 
thing I do, &c/ 

By the time he had kept all his terms at Oxford, his little 
property ' was so entirely expended, that he was unable to 
take his degree, 9 and, ' without money, without friends, 
•without a home, he was cast on the wide world 

" to seek a place of rest, 

" And Providence his guide." 

But, as he considered the smallest event* in life directed by . 
God's unalterable appointment, his peculiar situation never AC 
caused him one moment's sorrow.' 

At this time he was about the age of one and twenty. For 
the means of subsistence till he could be admitted into 
holy orders, he engaged himself as Latin tutor in a school. 
Wnen that period was arrived, h,is earnest undiminished 
desire for the sacred employment, was over-awed by so much 
apprehension, that an amicable sort of compulsion became 
necessary, on the part of the person who undertook to act • 
as his patron, to constrain him to meet the oppressive so- 
lemnity of ordination. He had naturally much timidity, 
of which the biographer relates an exemplification or two. 

' It is the custom of the under-graduates in the university to read in 
their turn the second lesson in the college chapel. When this task 
devolved on Mr. G. for the first time, he was seized with such a 
trembling as to be unable, distinctly, to articulate a single word ; so that ' 
the head of the college, who was present, said, " Sir, if you cannot read, 
better than that, do not read at all." This diffidence was not soon con- 
quered ; for I remember to have often heard him say, «' I thought I 
sever should have courage to speak in public ;" and so powerfully did his 
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fears operate for years after this circumstance, that tb* day on which he 
was to preach his first sermon, though he was a very few miles from the 
^church, he mounted his horse at five o'clock in die morning, and found 
himself at the place of his destination some hours before the time for 
divine service arrived.' 

Admitted to the situation of curate of Farnham and Odiam, 
he did not steal upon the people with a gradual and 
smoothed approach to what he deemed the essential truths 
of the gospel, but began at once in a bold and unmodified 
strain ; exciting, of course, extreme surprize, and in a 
considerable proportion of the people (and amopg them 
inany of principal consequence iu the place) the most vio- 
lent animosity. And even the serious concern which be 
bad the happiness to see awakened in the minds of some 
of his hearers, -only contributed to aggravate this hostility, 
to which, at length, he was compelled to yield. He retired 
from his situation at Farnham, after a very faithful and ani- 
mated appeal to tbe consciences of his enemies in his own 
justification. Quite free from all ambition, and earnestly 
desirous of doing some good in the neighbourhood, he 
would have been content to officiate at Odiam, and there he 
deemed himself secure ; when he most unexpectedly received 
jiotice to quit that curacy also, within about one day of his 
receiving an almost' equally unexpected invitation to a lec- 
tureship in London. In that city he spent the remainder 
of his life, a period df thirteen or fourteen years, in the 
humble and very little lucrative situation of curate of one 
church and lecturer of several others. He had not, however, 
devoted himself to the service from any sucb motives, as that 
his complacency initcould.be lessened by the unattainableness 
of emoluments and ecclesiastical dignity. And even as to 
the popularity which could not be withheld from him^ we 
can well believe that by far tbe greatest gratification it ever 
imparted to him was in the hope of being so much the 
more useful. This whole record of his life displays a most 
amiable, and pious, and zealous man. A considerable por- 
tion of it consists of letters to two friends, an eminently 
pious young layman, in the rather humbler rank of life, as 
it should seem, and the present biographer and editor. 
They are occupied, in substance, on subjects of religious 
e^perienct*, and abound with devout sentiments and useful 
reflections, mingled with expressions of personal affection, 
and occasional references to the details of his ministerial 
circumstances and movements. A considerable number of 
paragraphs might have been omitted, as being merely 
unimportant notices respecting passing incidents, and persons, 
and places of which the reader can know nothing, and would 
«ften know nothing e*%n if their names were not,- as they 
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-instantly are, put in initial??. We have very frequent occa- 
sion to wonder at the inconsiderateness of the editors of letters, 
in not striking out such perfectly cseless passages. 

The sermons are fifteen, and certainly form the less in- 
teresting portion of the Volume. They add, however, to the 
illustrative proofs, if the memoirs and letter* needed any such 
addition, of the evangelical zeal and charity of the writer,' 
whose memory is cherished with an affection approaching to 
•enthusiasm by those that used to hear his sermons, and had ' 
the happiness of being acquainted with the man. 

Art. VII. The Chronicle of the Kings of Britain ; translated from the* 
Welsh copy attributed to TysUro ; collated with several other 
copies, and illustrated with copious Notes; to which are added 
Original Dissertations on the following Subjects; the History and 
Episde attributed to Gildas ; the authority of the Brut ; the primary 
Population of Britain ; the laws of Dyfnwal Moelmyd ; and the ancient 
British Church. By the Rev. Peter Roberts, A.M. 4-to. pp. Ixx. 
377. Price 21 2s. boards. Williams, Strand. 1811. 

/"JRUFYDD, or'Galfrai ab Arthur, commonly called Geoffrey 
of Monmouth^ was consecrated Bishop of Llandaff (ac- 
cording to his cotemporary, Caradog of Llancaivan) in the, 
year 1152, and died very soon afterwards. He dedicated to 
Robert, Earl of Gloucester, son of King Henry. II., a Latin 
work, which he professed to have translated from " a very 
old book, written in the Welsh language," which he had 
received from Walter (surnamed Mapes, or Callenius) Arch- 
deacon of Oxford, who brought it from Bretagne. 

The chronicle which Mr. Roberts has truncated (from* 
a copy published in the second volume of the Welsh Ar- 
chaiology, I80l) ends thus : — "I, Walter, Archdeacon' of 
Oxford,- translated this book from the Welsh imp Latin, and 
in my old age have again translated it from the Latin into 
Welsh." p. 190. 

The Editors of the Archaiology collated their copy of the, 
Brut Tysilio with two others, which frequently vary from 
it; and they likewise printed a chronicle called Brut Gru- 
Jydd ah Arthur , which differed still more from all the 
preceding, and more closely resembled the Latin work of 
Geoffrey. 

The term brut appears simply to mean, a report or narra-. 
tive. The original, here translated, being called Brut Tj/silio 9 
was supposed to have been written by a person pf that name, 
who was son of a Welsh Prince, and was canonized, in the 
seventh century : but there is no other authority for ascribe 
ingit to him. * Mr. Roberts has collated it with two Welsh 
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copies of the chronicle beside those above mentioned. They • 
all sometimes vary considerably ; but they aie substantially 
the same. - ■> 

There is some apparent inconsistency in the statements of 
Archdeacon Walter, and of Geoffrey; and neither the mo- 
tive of the former for re-translating the work, nor the fact, 
whether it was his own, or Geoffrey's Latin version, that he 
translated into Welsh, is evident; but there appears no 
ground for charging either of these ancient writers with 
intentional fraud. Geoffrey probably judged himself at 
liberty to accommodate his subject to the taste of his readers, 
both by omissions and embellishments, much of the contents 
being unquestionably fabulous ; and as he adhered in general 
to the substance of' them, the harshness with which he has 
commonly been treated, seems rather overdone. It was pro- 
bably to the agreeableness of his style, and the respect- 
ability of his own character, as well as that of the Archdeacon, 
(who likewise afterwards became a Bishop) that his perform- 
ance was indebted for the unlimited credit which it ob- 
tained from his cotemporaries. On the contrary, having 
since been found inconsistent, in many respects, with the 
most authentic records of our own history, and with that of 
other nations connected with it, the whole has in conseT 
(Juence been judged not only to be fabulous, but to be a mere 
forgery of the pretended translator. This, however, is clearly 
inconsistent with the circumstances in which the work was 
first published : and the censure, indeed, betrayed a marvel- 
l6us inattention to well known, and well authenticated writings, 
which demonstrate the very fictions that were imputed to 
Geoffrey, as forgeries, to have been of much earlier inven- 
tion • 

At present, we are furnished with means of ascertaining 
the truth, or the falsehood, of Geoffrey's narration, that were, 
till lately, inaccessible to the public. The Archaiology of 
Wales, beside the originals of this, and of some later chroni- 
cles, contains poems ascribed to British Bards, of the sixth, 
and following centuries, many of which relate to topics of 
history ; and some collections of brief historical records, 
called TRIADS, each consisting of the name's and epithets of 
three eminent persons, or remarkable objects, or of state- 
ments of important transactions in some striking view similar 
one to another, A form so rudely artificial, and obviously 
so ill adapted to preserve a connected series of events, could 
only continue in use among people who were strangers to 
rtegular history. ^The latest historical Triads, accordingly, 
record events that preceded Geoffrey of Monmouth's publi- 
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cation: but the use of Triads approaches so near to that 
epoch, as to imply* that the Welsh nation, iri sfeheral, had 
very little, if any, previous acquaintance with chronological 
com position. 

This deduction, though seemingly incompatible with the 
antiquity which Geoffrey attributed to his original, and with 
Ihe vulgar ascription of the work before us to Tysilio, is 
confirmed by the author's own expressions. In Mr. Roberts's 
version, they stand thus; p. Ixxiv. "Britain is inhabited 
by five different nations, Britons, Saxons, Romans, Picts, 
and Scots." On which, the translator remarks; * other copies 
fread Normans instead of Romans, but the latter is probably 
the original reading, and if so, the original copy must have 
been written in, or nearly in the sixth century, when there 
were Romans existing as a distinct people in Britain.' Mr. 
Roberts seems to call his own version very improperly a 
copy ; for it does not appear that Romans are substituted for 
Normans, any where but in his translation. In his Preface, 
p. xi. he says ; 4 in translating the chronicle, that copy, 
which is entitled Brut Tysilio, has been made the text, as 
being probably the earliest of any of those which thfe trans- 
lator nad before him.' That copy is printed ih the Archai- 
blogy of Wales ; and it has in tins' place, " Normans," not 
Romans. So has the copy with which the passage was col- 
lated, in the margin. Arch. Wales. Vol. II. p, 82. More- 
over, as Mr. R. does not intimate that either of the MSS. with 
Which he collated the original, varied from it in this instance, 
it appears that alt copies of the work concur in stating that 
Normans dwelt in Britain, when it was composed. The 
dat'e of the chronicle is thus determined to be subsequent 
"to the Norman conguest. At no time, indeed, when it could 
have been written, does it appear that Romans, as a distinct 
people, existed in Britain, They are well known to have 
evacuated our island early in the jifth century ; and no in- 
stance of a Roman inhabitant, afterwards, is on record. One 
of the Triads (which was translated by Mr. Roberts himself, in 
his Sketch of the Early History of the Britons, p. 123.) asserts 
that " none of them remained in the island, save women, 
and little children under pine years of age, and these became 
Cymry" — that is, adopted the British manners and language. 
^The professed purpose of the chronicle, is to comprise all 
the British kings, to Cadwallader, who died toward the close 
of the seventh century. Its genuine date appears to have 
been less than a century earlier than that of, Geoffrey's 
Latin version; and consequently to have been very nearly 
coeval with the disuse of historical Triads, 
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The continuance of so rude and imperfect a form of re 
cords to sa Jate a period, seems only to be accounted for, by 
the force ,)6f Iqng established custom. Its invention could 
hot, apparently, he subsequent to the introduction of Roman 
arts and literature into Britain. Its original purpose, indeed, 
must have been that of retaining events in memory, before it 
became usual to commit them to writing. Our British an- 
cestors, according to Julius Csesar's report, had the use of 
letters before the Koman invasion : but their superstition, or 
the selfish policy cf the Druids, prohibited the use of them 
on sacred topics, with which the historical records of the 
most ancient nations are well known to have been always 
connected The subjects of many of the Triads transpired 
long before the Roman conquest of Britain; and the impro- 
bability of their preservation from oblivion at so remote a 
distance of time, is counter- balanced by their extreme sim- 
plicity, and the usual consistency of their statements, both 
with each other, and with the most authentic records of other 
nations- Nothing can be thore natural, or more agreeable 
to established facts, than the manner in which they account 
for the original population of our islands, for the early vicis- 
situdes which it evidently had sustained, and for the first 
introduction of Christianity — events of which no other cre- 
dible account has been transmitted. 

We cannot, therefore, rationally withhold our belief, that 
some of the historical Triads, though first published in the 
Archaiology of Wales, have actually descended to us from 
ages prior to the Christian Era ; and that they comprise au- 
thentic (though very imperfect) notices of events, as interest- 
ing in their nature, as venerable for their antiquity. The 
poems of the ancient bards demonstrate (what might reason* 
ably have been conjectured) that Druidical superstitions long 
resisted the* progress of Christianity, and very gradually lost 
their influence on the more learned classes of British Chris- 
tians. Their partialities for inveterate national customs and 
opinions, were, at the same time, obnoxious to their foreign 
instructors ; and therefore, , were likely to be privately 
cherished, rather than publicly avowed. Hence, the ifrytho- 
Jojncal and sentimental Triads (of which great numbers are 
still preserved, and of which some have been translated iand 
published) were probably suppressed for centuries after Chris- 
tianity prevailed : and we doubt whether the most ancient 
historical Triads were not, with similar caption, preserved 
both from oblivion and notoriety. 

Gildas, who wrote about ihe middle of the sixth century, 
i* commonly regarded as the oldest historian! pot only qt 
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-our 4>wn, but of any barbarous nation of Europe. Though 
-a native Briton, he confesses his ignorance of written record* 
of our history ; and supposes that if any had existed, they 
had been lost or destroyed. His knowledge, even of what 
bad transpired in the preceding century, was palpably apct 
grossly defective : and the prejudice which he had evidently 
imbibed against hisowo countrymen, (a case, however para- 
doxical, not uncommon,) must equally have indisposed him for 
the needful research after their records, and have disqualified 
him for their confidence. Neither his Epitome on the des- 
truction of Britain, «or his desultory and declamatory Epistle; 
affords any distinct view of the events even of his own time. 
Mr. Roberts regards his writings as forgeries of a later date : 
but his argument on the subject, in general, appears to us; 
either irrelevant or inconclusive* The expressions to which 
he would affix a papistical purport, do not, in their original 
connexion, require that interpretation. That Gildas exag- 
gerated the depravity of his countrymen, we willingly credit : 
but even he allowed some exceptions,— anil Mr. Roberts has 
proved them to be neither few nor small. 

The silence of Bede, ' a Saxon historian, concerning ancient 
British records, demands no discussion. Nenuius, another 
British writer, who dates his own performance three cen - 
turies later than Gildas, might reasonably be expected to 
mention them, if extant. He accordingly, in the Introduc- 
tion to his History of the Britons, professed to draw his 
materials partly from ancient traditions, and partly from re- 
cords of the old inhabitants of Britain, as well as from Ro- 
man annals, ecclesiastical chronicles, and Scotch and Saxon 
.histories. An apology annexed to his Introduction, states, 
notwithstanding, that the British teachers not having placed 
any. memorial in books, he could only avail himself of their 
ancient traditions. Afterwards, however, he inserts a. state* 
xnent which he obtained " ex veteribus libris veterum nostra** 
rum; 4 ' and a, different one "ex. trad iti one veterum, qui 
incohe fuerunt in primis Britanniae temporibus." Gale, xvi 
Scriptt. pp. 93, 94, 101, 102. His performance, as delivered 
to. us, bears frequent marks of interpolation: and we are in- 
clined, with Mr. Roberts, to regard in that li^ht the assertion 
contained in his apology; because it is inconsistent not only 
with his introduction, but with the body of his work. 

The "ancjent books of their ancestors," appear, notwith- 
standing, by his extract from, them, to have been ridiculous 
fictions; and. the " tradition of the ancient inhabitants' 9 was 
equally a gross imposition oq his credulity. That Mich for- 
geries existed in hie time, is highly probable ; since he also 
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appeals to Roman annals as containing the story 6f Bfttrrcfs ; 
of which he gives the same outline that is tilled up and va- 
riously embellished in the Welsh chronicles, and Geoffrey's 
version. To this story, the extract from <c ancient books" 
awkwardly attempts to accommodate the " traditions of thfe 
ancient inhabitants:" and this "tradition" apparently could 
not have preceded the fourth century ; since it names the 
Burgundians, the Lombards, and many other nations, who 
were not likely to have been earlier known to the Britons. 
. The simplicity with which Nennius inserts these irreconcile- 
able statements, exempts him from the suspicion of having 
invented either of them ; at the same time that his credulity, 
in receiving as an ancient British tradition, a fabulous gene- 
alogy of Goths, Vandals, Franks, &c. renders it equally pro- 
bable* that forgeries were imposed upon htm for Roman an- 
nals. The dates of these fabrications may reasonably be com- 
prised within the fourth century ; since the latest of them was 
jnistaken by Nennius for an extract from " ancient books of 
their ancestors ;" and the earliest of them is too palpable an 
imitation of the German traditions recorded by Tacitus, to-be 
dated with probability below that period. 

Inconsistent as these fables are with each other, as well as 
with every authentic record, there are two points in which 
they all have a mutual resemblance ; one of which betrays 
the motive for which they were fabricated, and the other the 
ground whereon they were constructed. Their uniform pur- 
port is to establish a national affinity between the Britons and 
the Romans, and in all of them are allusions to facts that 
are recorded in the Triads. 

Mr. Roberts, when referring to some of these fabrications, 
in his former work on early British history, very ingeniously, 
and we think very justly, conjectured, that Hitkkion, whom 
the Ancient Books, and the Tradition,, concur to make 
the ancestor of the Britons, was no other than Hugadarn, 
Otherwise called Hu~ysgwn> whom the Triads assert to have 
conducted the Cymry into Britain. (Sketch of Early History, 
p. 60.) The earliest and most clumsy attempt, to prove the 
Britons related to the Romans was, by making Hisichion fa- 
ther ofErancus, Roman us, Aleraannus, and Brito; from whom, 
of course, descended the four nations so named. 

So gross a fabrication was unlikely to be broached much 
later than the time of Constantine the Great ; from whose 
popularity in Britain, perhaps, its origin may most reason- 
ably be deduced. The transformation of Brito to Brutus (an 
imaginary grandson of uEneas), also probably preceded the 
evacuation of Britain by the Romans. A poem ascribed to 
Taliessin, alludes to a Trojan derivation of the Britons. If 
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the story existed in the time of' Gildas, a cotemporary of 
Taliessiti, h$ might, notwithstanding his partiality to Rome, 
reject it, through contempt for his countrymen. We are, 
therefore, inclined to assign to it so early a date ; and to re- 
gard it as a substitute for the rude genealogy of Hisichion, 
designed to reconcile the more literary Britons to a pretended 
consanguinity with Rome. ♦ 

In this fable, Hisichion is metamorphosed into Ascariius, the 
son of -dEneas : but it comprises, both in Nennius's outline, 
and in Geoffrey's finished picture, allusions to facts which 
are recorded in the Triads, as well as to some which they have 
not noticed. It sends Brutus and his Trojan followers to 
Africa ; and thence it brings them to the banks of the Loire, 
from which the Triads assert the second colony of Britons to 
have migrated to our island. To this colony, Mr. Roberts has 
very properly referred the story of Brutus ; but he has over- 
looked a curious circumstance relating to it. The Gallic 
antagonist of Brutus is called, in the Welsh chronicles, Gof- 
far the Pict ; an appellation which they likewise give to the 
ancient inhabitants of Scotland, including the Celyddon, or 
Caledonians. It appears to have been from the Southern 
Britons, that the Romans, in the third century, adopted their 
use of the former denomination, for the northern inhabitants 
of our island : but wherefore were these identified by them, 
with their ancient enemies in Gfcul ? 
, The name of Poictou, by which, till lately, the vicinity of 
the river Loire was known, from remote antiquity, was in- 
habited, at the commencement of the Christian era, by a tribe 
which Strabo calls tTixtov^ (Falconer's ed. T. I. p. 263, 264.) 
bordering on the Aquitani, but, from their position, undoubt- 
edly Celts. Strabo demonstrates the Celts of Gaul to be of 
the same original nation with the Belgae and Germans ; and 
radically different from the Aquitani, whom he proves to be 
Iberians ; as Tacitus shews the Silures, or Cyinry, likewise 
to have been. The Triads assert clearly and strongly, that 
the three colonies from Gaul which first peopled Britain, " de- 
scended from the original race of the Cymry, and spoke the 
same language." The second colony, therefore, which had 
occupied the banks of the Loire, could be no other than 
Iberian Gauls ; and it is hardly questionable, that they mi- 
grated to Britain to escape from the Pictish Celts, who thence- 
forward occupied the district of Gaul which they had con- 
quered, and which derived from them the name of Poictou. 

Mr. Roberts adopts the specious error of Whitaker and 
others, who imagined Gael, the native appellation of the 
Scotch Highlanders, to be synonymous with Gallic or Gauls. 
The latter wfes incorrectly substituted by the Romans, for 
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the appellations of. Galatae and Celtse* which the Greeks ap- 
plied to' the German tribes in general, and the Latins to 
that powerful branch of t hero, which possessed the greater 
p,art of Gaul and of Spaiiv before these countries were sub- ' 
dued by the Roman forces. The Welsh (ienoniinate various' * 
tribes of that nation, Celtiaid,. Celyddon, and Galedin ; and 
it seems to hav.e been from the Iberian Gauls, that both ' 
Greeks and Romans learned these appellations, and the 
modes in which they applied them. But Gael is well known 
to be only a contraction of Gaoithel, which the Welsh call 
Gwyddyl, and have always applied only to the Irish and the 
Highland Scots. We have no doubt of its identity with the 
ToutuXoi of the Greeks, and the Gtetuli of the Latins; as it 
is generally acknowledged that the Iberians (from whom both 
Welsh and Irish have certainly descended) originated from 
Africa. Mr. Roberts imagines the Irish to be of a nation ra- 
dically different from the Welsh : but in this notion he differs 
from the best judges of ths cwq languages ; who have per- 
sonally assured us, that, of 2400 terms, which comprise all 
the primitive words of the Irish tongue, one third are purely 
Welsh. All the Irish traditions, moreover, however irrecon- 
cileable in othei respects, concur in deriving their popula- 
tion from Spain ; whence the Iberian Cymry must have passed 
into Gaul, long before they migrated thence to Britain. 

The terms Gael and Gaul, therefore, (similar as they geetn) 
are of entirely distinct etymologies ; the former coming from 
ToutuXoi, Gaetuli, Gatheli, Gwyddyl* and Gaoithel, (which is, 
in Erse, pronounced Gael;) and Gaul, from K^t**, r*A*T<w, 
Celts, and Galli, which last was usually applied indiscrimi- 
nately to all inhabitants of Gaul, whether Belgae, Celtic, or 
Aquitani. The confusion of these two radically different ap- 
pellations, has been so tenaciously persisted in by modern 
mutilators of Antiquities, and their reviewers, that we hope 
our readers will excuse a digression from the immediate 
subject before us, in which the obstinate blunders of others ; 
have irresistibly involved us. Our return to the question, > 
why the ancient Britons are called the Caledonian Picts 9 is 
facilitated by this discussion. It was simply because they 
found the Caledonians, upon the arrival of the latter in North 
Britain, to be of the same nation with the Picts, whose in- 
vasion of the districts on the, Loire had compelled them to • 
migrate to our island. They therefore called the new comers 
not only Celyddon, or Celts, the generic title which they 
hachafExed to the German jaatipn, but with less (propriety 
also Phichtj, ox Picts : as if (which is possible, but not probable) 
they had belonged t<* the same brunch of that nation which 
then occupied the banks of the Lqire. Afterwards* when 
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the Gwyddyl passed from Ireland to North Britain, and par- 
ticipated with the Celyddon, both in their occupation of ihat 
country, and in their hostilities with the Southern Britons, 
the latter naturally (though still more inaccurately) extended 
to them also, the denomination of Picts ; distinguishing them 
from the Celyddon, only as the Gwj/ddyl Phichti, or Irish 
Picts. Hence, likewise, sprung the appellations of Northern 
ao4 Southern Picts : but that the Welsh of much later times 
still used that of Picts by way of national distinction, is 
proved by a passage which we have already quoted from 
the work before us. The Picts and the Scots are there dis- 
tinguished as /wo nations: and the latter, as well as the Nor- 
thern Picts, being Irish, the Celyddon, or Southern Picts, 
must have been designated by the former appellation. 

The fable of Brutus, relating to the second British colony, 
called Uoegrwys (from whom England is still named Lloegr 
by the Welsh) was adapted to gratify their pride at the ex- 
pence of their predecessors the Cymry ; who always jealously 
insisted on their own priority, and have preserved in their 
Triads satisfactory evidence of their claims. The new tale 
of Troy represents Britain to have been occupied only by 
a remnant of giants, previous to the arrival of Brutus, the 
Lloegrian chief, and Corineus, the Cornish, (who constituted 
a branch of the Lloegrwys), by whose prowess the land was 
soon cleared of these monsters. The arrival of a third British 
colony, which the Triads denominate Brython or Warriors, 
was less derogatory to the honour of the Lloegrwys, than the 
acknowledgment of an earlier British colony would have 
been : but, as it was still incompatible with their pretensions 
to the complete occupation of Britain, it was necessary to sup- 
press the distinction between the Lloegrwys and the Brython, 
when alluding to circumstances that were really connected 
with the migration of the latter. Accordingly IZvrawe, and 
his son Bryttys 9 (whose name, perhaps, suggested that as* 
signed to the Lloegrian chief) are represented by the chro- 
nicles, as lineal descendants of Brutus, and, like him, in- 
vaders of Gaul, instead of emigrants from that country. The 
chroniclers surname Bryttys Tarianlas, or Green-shield; un- 
der which title Spenser, in the Fairy Queen, alludes to con- 
flicts which fie sterns to have maintained against the Celtic 
(or Belgic) invaders of the north of Gaul, before the Brython 
were compelled to evacuate their territories in that country. 
Milton (Hist, of England, p. 22. first ed.) quotes the passage, 
and refers to Jacobus Bergomas, and Lessabeus, authors with 
whom we have no acquaintance, in confirmation of tvrawe's 
contests and defeats in Hainault ; while the chroniclers, per- 
haps to reconcile the Brython to the extinction oi their name, 
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depict him as a triumphant invader; and provide for the affi^ 
nity of the second Brutns, as well as the first, with Rome, 
by sending his nineteen brethren and sisters thither ; the latter 
to be nobly married, and the former to obtain military aid, 
with which they conquered Germany ! 

Hence it appears, that the leading facts to which the Triads 
bear testimony, were known by the inventors of this fable; 
and were suppressed, disguised, or distorted by them, as 
they judged expedient for the purpose of establishing the 
affinity of Britons and Romans. The story thus digested, 
seems to have been drawn up in the form of ancient annals of 
Rome; and Nennius was imposed upon, doubtless with mul- 
titudes of his countrymen, by so gross, but yet so alluring, 
a forgery. It was likely to meet with ready acceptance from 
the Lloegrwys, (who chiefly occupied England, and were 
more Romanised than the Cymry of Wales) as it was calcu- 
lated for their aggrandisement. To other Britons, the impos- 
ture would naturally be less acceptable. The Brython might 
be cajoled into acquiescence, but the Cymry, in general, 
would the more closely adhere to their Triads ; and, perhaps 
on this account, commit to writing what had before been en- 
trusted to memorial tradition. Hu, the mighty and the? emi- 
nent, celebrated in so many of these brief records, could on 
no pretence be obliterated or degraded by his immediate re- 
latives, and descendants. Some of them, however, more ac- 
commodating than the rest, wished to reconcile his supremacy 
with the honours of a Trojan descent, and a Roman affinity.. 
Hence, probably, originated, what was imposed upon Nen- 
nius for an extract from " ancient books of their ancestors.*' • 
It admits the derivation of the Britons from Brutus, but gives 
him Hisichion (or Hu-ysgwn) for his father, deriving the latter 
from -ffineas and Ascauius, at the distance of four generations: 
The interval is filled up by A (anus, or Alawn, whom the 
" Tradition" likewise makes father of Hisichion ; his mother 
Rhea Silvia ; and his grandfather Numa Pompilius ! ! It is 
not surprising, that such a pedigree obtained little credit, 
even among the primitive Britons. Both the " tradition" 
and the " ancient books," derive the Britons from Japheth : 
while the story of Brutus, as it stands in Nennius, deduces 
them, more credibly, from Ham. 

This forgery, which, gross as it appears, deserved to prevail 
over its rivals, necessarily perverted some subsequent parts of 
the chronicles. Having derived the name, as well as the in- 
habitants of Britain from Brutus, they could not consistently 
introduce Pryaain, from whom the Triads assert the country 
to have been named, in consequence of a federative union 
which he established among the three colonies of Britons* 
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Certain it is, that the Welsh still call our island by his name: 
and there hardly seems room to doubt, that, from this, the 
Greeks formed their Bptrrawx*, and the Latins, Britannia. In 
the Triads, Prydain's celebrity eclipses even that of Hu, the 
raigbty ; and he is extolled, in several of them, for a # variety 
of unparalleled excellencies. The chroniclers appear to have 
considered his credit as irreconcilable with that of their fic- 
titious personages and events ; and therefore cut the Gordian 
knot, by passing over him in profound silence, and proceed- 
ing to his next eminent successor in legislation, Dyfnwal 
Mocltnud, in whose praises they cordially agree with the / 
Triads. It was certainly wisest to do so; for the history of 
Prydain would have given the lie to their long list of mo*' 
narchs, who divided England, Wales, and Scotland, among 
their sons, or, if they had none, among their daughters ; ac- 
cording to a custom in Wales, when its three little principali- 
ties happened to become united under one sovereign. That 
most of the names inserted in the Welsh Chronicles, belonged 
to real persons, we can easily conceive; because they are 
preserved in the most ancient pedigrees ; and because they 
were unlikely to have been invented, when nothing else was 
recorded of them. The name of Prydain appears in the 
pedigrees, as in the Triads, though excluded from the chro- 
nicles : but while we regard the pedigrees as confirmations of 
either, where they coincide, and as proofs that persons so 
named existed, we are far from admitting the certainty of the 
respective genealogies; much less the probability of a he- 
reditary monarchy among the ancient Britons. Authenticated 
facts appear to us to demonstrate, that, from the first popula- 
tion of our country, they were split into ntamerous inde- 
pendent states ; rarely united, even in confederacy ; and only 
subject to any individual, when necessitated to elect a mili- 
tary sovereign. Such was Caractacus ; whose name, like that 
of Prydain, is suppressed in the chronicles, because his his- 
tory would have disproved their forgeries. 

From this view of the work which Mr. Roberts has trans- 
lated, it cannot be received, in any respect, as historical evi- 
dence ; but it throws light on some interesting events that 
are otherwise authenticated. It is a compilation from de- 
tached romances, connected by a thread of dubious genealo- 
gies, and fabricated for political purposes. The compiler 
might be as innocent as he was ignorant : but the authors 
whose forgeries he amalgamated, seem purposely to have 
omitted, or perverted, facts, which the historical Triads au* 
thenticate. 

These, we apprehend to be the sole genuine records of 
ancient British history, not only that are extant, but that ever 



Digitized by 



Google 



1162 Gandolpby's Defence of the Ancient Faith. 

probably existed. Gifclas knew of no boot; and those to 
which Nennius, and others, have appealed, were certainly in 
part, if not altogether, rank forgeries. Citations in the 
chronicles, are no more to be depended on than the chronicles 
themselves. While, therefore, the public . are indebted to 
Mr. R. *for shewing them what the Welsh chronicles contain, 
they will be much more obliged to bim, or to any person, 
for shewing the m what is comprised in the historical Triads. 
We are glad that he proposes to persevere in his labours ; 
and we earnestly recommend these as the t next object of his 
attention. We are aware of their imperfections ; but being 
convinced, that, with some mystical fables, and some gross 
discrepancies, they include much genuine and important 
# fact, we wish them to be completely laid open, to the 
publico 

Largely as this article has b^en extended, many subordi- 
nate topics of interesting discussion have been. excluded, in 
order to lay before our readers the genuine evidence of early 
British history. Hardly any habit is of more importance than 
that of duly appreciating historical evidence. On tbjs, in- 
deed, greatly depends a stedfast reliance on the Sacred Scrip* 
tures themselves. We cannot, thereiore, conclude,, without 
a friendly admonition to the author of the volume before us, 
and to others in similar circumstances. He writes as a serious 
believer in Christianity ; but, in admitting or rejecting 
historical evidence, he appears to us to have been biassed by 
prejudice, to a degree that must weaken the force of his 
opposition to infidelity, in the judgement of those, who arte un- 
happily prepossessed against the Bible. While a fastidious scep- 
ticism on inferior subjects, has a tendency to produce, in our 
own minds, doubt concerning the truth of revealed religion ; 
the childish credulity of many who adhere to it, betrays a 
deficiency in the ground of their faith, which exposes them 
to instability as well as to contempt. All who have duly 
. weighed the historical evidence of Christianity, know that it 
cannot but be true : and they act consistently with their pro- 
fession, in judging of other historical evidence, when they 
divest themselves of prejudice, and neither betray unreasona- 
ble doubts nor unjustifiahle.credulity. 

Art. VIII. A Defence of the Ancient Faith ; or Five Sermons in proof 
of the Christian Religion. By the Rev. Peter Gandolphy. 8vo. pp. 
151. Keating and Co. 1811. 

A Defence of the Christian religion, composed in our verna- 
cular tongue, by a Roman catholic, is rather a curiosity. 
Persons of that persuasion, in this country,' however active* in 
other respects, have not, we believe, produced any work in 
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support of our common' faith. Whether it be, that not found- 
ing their own religious principles on argument and reasoning, 
they judged it tain to attempt by those means to work convic- 
tion in others; or that they imagined the defence of divine 
revelation might be safely left to the national clergy ;* or that 
thev have been so Engaged in contributing to the extension 
and comfort of their own quarters, as to have had no fortes to 
spare for the general defence of the outworks* we do not ven- 
ture to determine. But thus much we may securely affirm- 
that if the work before us is a fair specimen of what they art 
able to produce on the evidence of Christianity, it is very far 
from being a matter of regret, that they have so long forborne? 
to meddle with that argument 

These sermons, indeed, bear few or no internal marks of a 
genuine - English production. The pompous amplitude of 
their pretensions ; the boisterous declamation substituted in the 
place of reasoning; the abruptness of their conclusions; and 
their incorrect and rhapsodical style,all concur in marking them 
out for a Parisian manufacture, conveyed into English 
by some of the accomplished clerks, who are always ready girt 
for such undertakings. 

In the first sermon, on the necessity of revelation, Mr. Gan- 
dolphy exposes the insufficiency of human reason to conduct' 
us to thelsnowledge of our duty, or furnish the means of true* 
happiness. He touches on most of the common places of this 
subject;— such as the total ignorance, among modern as well as 
ancient pagan nations, of a Supreme Being, and a future 
state — the infatuation, more especially of the latter, whereby 
they exalted vices into divinities, and made prostitution and 
drunkenness part of divine worship — the uncertainty of the 
ancient philosophers, the tutors of the modern world, in mat- 
ters of science, taste, and reasoning, with regard to the funda* 
mental principles of religion — and their deplorable mistakes 
with regard to some ordinary branches of duty* These topics, 
however, appear to be thrown together without any re- 
gard to method or order. Mr. Gandolphy does not seem to 
understand, that the conclusiveness and effect of a proof, made 
up of many separate particulars, arise entirely from the manner 
in which those particulars are arranged and combined. But, 
besides a defiance of all order, this sermon exhibits examples 
of the preacher's obscurity and inaccuracy. In the first page 

* " Ce clerg£, (says Montesquieu, speaking of England,) sans force 
pour contraindrc, chercberoit & persuader : on veroit de sa plume de tres 
boos ouvrages, pour urouver la revelation et providence du Qrand-Etre.V 
De.P csp. des Lois. Liv. xix*. chap. 27. 

Vol. VIII. 5 A 
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he observes* tbftt eethipg implies greater arrogaaee than this* 
language, ' what need have I of revelation— have I not reason 
for ray guide: 9 and then, in a note to these word?, subjoins 
4 the books which may be recommended on this subject, &c* 
What * this subject 9 is, the reader is left to discover for himself. 
The obscurity of the following sentences is still greater. 

* Iodeed a circumstance which deserves particular notice is, that the 
characters to which I allude not only possessed the help and advantage of 
reason, bat that they, and their modem admirers, have even abased it to- 
strengthen those arguments with which they venture to oppose revelation ; 
a treacherous line of conduct, of which we have not only the testimony of 
past ages in religion* but numerous examples in the daily scenes of. 
life, Jtc.' p. S. 

The quotation from Cicero does not begin the second, but 
the first book De Nafcura Deorum. The rendering of sciential 
p. 12, into wisdom, may be overlooked! but what is to be 
thought of turning Cicero's academicos into academicians ! The 
following is the conclusion of the first discourse. It is remark* 
able on more accounts than its bad English. 

• Oh reason ! oh philosophy J fly then to the embrace of religion, 
and offer her the tribute of a piotto and grateful homage.— When ye 
were the sport of superstition, she sought ye in your wanderings, and 
led ye to the sanctuary of truth, peaee, and virtue. Like a bright light, 
she burst upon your darkness, dissipating those errors in which for ages 
ye had been involved — she shewed ye the beginning and end of man.' 
Vet pride has made ye raise against her your rebellious arms ; oh return 
then once more into her service ; her yoke is sweet, and her burthen light. 
Return, and she will break those chains which now surround your trophies ; 
she will remove those thorns which are interwoven with your laurels : and 
crown ye with glory through never ending ages. Amen.' pp. 26, 27. 

The second discourse is ' on the evidence of a new dis* 
pensation.' Our preacher begins with a severe but just 
animadversion, on the presumption of dictating to the Deity 
the mode of his operations ; it being evident that he, who for 
wise reasons imposed laws upon nature, may alter or set them 
aside, as may best answer his designs* As the possibility of 
supernatural interposition is thus obvious, Mr. Qaudolphy un- 
dertakes the vindication of the Mosaic writings, which con- 
tain accounts of many supernatural interpositions, preparatory 
to the grand interposition in the person of Jesus Christ.; 
Most of the arguments by which the authority of these, 
writings is supported, are acre noticed; though, in conse- 
quence of our author's unskilfulness* they lo$e great part of 
the weight which they have in the bands of a Leslie or *v 
Graves. At page 36, Mr. O. says < the Christian jhnt seeks, 
finds and studies the Author of nature, and theft descending 
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from that suMfrte OontemplaHofl to thfc Worfe bf - Mttrt 9 
dhrco vers the traces of infinite wisdofn * £h& ' power.* How 
'witl" he- reconcile this, with What follows a tittle in advatice, 
4 ^ We who use every means' natural am! preternatural to ar- 
rive at truth, see first the external works of an almighty 
hand in nature, and adore omnipotence.' p. 37. 

After some crude and erroneous theolagy,.M|\GancUlphy, 
in his third sermon^ notices the predictions relative to the 
birth, character, and offices of the Messiah. His texts Are* for 
the most part, to the purpose ; but by no means Well con* 
fieoted or arranged. The following Sentence, relative to 
Jtaus Christ, will, no doubt, startle the reader. 
' " l 'Like Sampson, he burst the bonds of death,' p« $3. 

..The fourth. ^ermon is ' on the evidence which events offer 
for (Christianity.' Here, the preacher carries his argumen- 
tative delinquencies to the very utmost. The events, which 
he , mentions, are the following: the testimony of the Ro- 
inan soldiers to the resurrection of Christ — the preaching 
of the gospel throughout the world— -the homage paid to 
Christianity by the powerful and the learned — the conduct of 
Christiap martyrs— the signs and miracles wrought by Chris* 
tians— and the dispersion of the Jews. Never had we the 
misfortune before this, to see the great proofs of our religion 
so lamely-stated 1 nor can any thing be more injurious than to 
associate, as our author does, the miracles of Christ and his 
Apostles, with those of Xaverius. 

The last nermon is on the Divinity of Christ, It has no 
connexion with the foregoing ; and from the manner in 
Which the subject is treated, neither the cause nor the 
author, we suspect, would have suffered any thing, bad it 
never been given to the public. 

If our author any where appears ambitious[to excel, it is in his 
declamation. Of nis efforts in this line, the following is an ex- 
ample. ' \ ' . ,\ ' 

« This questtoais often sod very naturaHy jputf*Hvhj. are infidel phi- 
losophers* in their anxiety to set aside the proofs of rerelatton, so earn- 
est to persuade the world, that thereris sotting to look, for beyond 
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every virtue to the exclusion of every vice,— since it essentially' lead* to 
happiness, exalt* the human character, and surpasses in excellence every 
other' tbaj can be devised, I am. at a loss to name any honest motive 
that can possibly influence these persons, 

' for even in the supposition that it is a delusion, and holds forth a hope 
bf f Qtiire glory that will never be realised, where is the good of volun- 
teering to blast our expectations, and by tearing this only comfort from 
every poor and afflicted individual, leave him in his wretchedness, 
hopeless and forlorn ? Is it not to torture him in his finest feelings, 
and to depiive him of that only stay which can render life tolerable ? 
How could wsj exercise a more refined cruelty towards a distressed and 
friendless mother, who looked forward to the termination of her woes 
in the happy return of a darling son from a distant clime, than to tell 
ber, your son is , buried in the waves ? Oh it would be an unnecessary, 
a heart breaking officiousness !' pp. 86—88. 

In making this book, there can be no doubt, that Mr. 
Gandolphy meant well, and that be therefore enjoys the ap- 
probation of his own conscience. It was Ms business, how* 
ever* to consider, that Christianity is a cause of vast im- 
portance, a cause which it is criminal to injure^ even by a 
fash and unskilful vindication, and which has been already 
so successfully defended in this country, that no man of ordi* 
nary talents can hope to add any thing to the evidence on 
which it rests. 



Art. IX. A Treatise on the Ecclesiastical Architecture of England 
J during the Middle Ages. With ten illustrative Plates. By the Rev, 
John Milner, D.D. F.S.A. &c. 8vo. price 15s. Taylor. 1811. 

Art. X. An Historical Survey of the Ecclesiastical Antiquities of 
' France; with 'a view to illustrate the rise and progress of Gothic 

Architecture in t Europe. By the late Rev. G. V. Wilmington* 

Second edition. 8vo, price 12s. Taylor. 1811. 

Art. . XL Observations on the varieties of Architecture used in the struc- 
"' tureof Parish Churches. To which is added a description of the 
characteristics of the Saxon, Norman, and Pointed Arch styles'; list of 
Churches now remaining built by the Saxons ; an account of Bishops 
and others who were Architects; and the contemporary Architecture 
of the various Period* 0v<*. Booth. 181&, 

THE peculiar; grandeur and beauty of Gothic Architecture 
(for, rtith Mr. Whittington, we still hesitate to apply to 
it the exclusive epithet of * English) are now universally ac- 
knowledged, though by few; perhaps, really understood. 
To us, we tnust honestly confess, it appears that the fashion 
6f admiring it has extended somewhat too far,. The perfect 
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proportions and majestic character of the purer Grecian 
structures are still unrivalled ; and we cannot but prefer their 
unlaboured sublimity, to the gloomy though awful magnifi- 
cence of the Gothic fanfes. There are,~in the sacred edifice** 
of Greece, a simplicity of design, and chasteness of decora- 
tion, peculiarly their own, and which produce their full effect 
upon the mind, uninjured by any questionable sensations. 
Whereas, in the architects of the pointed style, as Dr. Milnef 
terms it, there seems to 'have been almost from the begin- 
iog, a propensity to try doubtful experiments, and to wanton 
in all the luxuriance of a system, always lofty, indeed, and 
occasionally graceful, but wild, undisciplined, and continually 
tending to eccentricity. Neither should it be forgotten that 
die classical artists never sacrificed the character of the * 
whole, to the effect of any single portion however important. 
Within and without, the unity of design and principle was 
uniformly maintained ; while, in the sacred structures of our 
native builders, the lightness and loftiness of the interior, has 
been almost invariably obtained at the expense of the ex- 
terior. Of all the appendages to buildings that were ever 
invented, never surely was any so unsightly as the heavy, 
' angular, buttress ; and scarcely -ever was the bad effect of 
this awkward additament more glaringly exemplified, than in 
the accumulation of its heavy masses on the sides of that 
otherwise admirable structure — King's College Chapel. — Hav- 
ing ventured to throw out these remarks, we shall proceed 
to take a brief notice of the publications, the titles of which 
we have prefixed to this article. 

Dr. Milner, whose credit as an antiquary is too well esta- 
blished to require any testimony of ours, begins his treatise, 
with lamenting the obscurity which hangs over the ' import* 
ant inventions of the ages, injuriously called the dark ages 
by the vain and superficial one in which we live. 9 He objects 
to the term Gothic, in its application to the peculiar style of 
architecture which then prevailed, and expresses his pre- 
ference of the distinctive, and highly characteristic epithet, 
* pointed. 9 In the second chapter Dr. M. enters upon the 
history of bis subject : he traces the decline of architecture 
in the Roman empire, from the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury, and describes the transformation of the Basilic from 
the scene of imperial, to that of sacerdotal pomp. Both the 
adapted and the newly constructed churches of this age ex- 
hibited * sensible marks of barbarism, 9 and when the Roman 
missionaries brought their faith and ritual into Great Britain, 
they also imported what has been usually ' called the Saxon 
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style, merely because it ,prevaibed during their dynasty in 
Britain, but, in fact* it is the &fce6i*ri on Roman style, W^ 
ing the essential characters iof that sty la, t though, in conse- 
quence of the general decline of the irts^ rudely execotetk* 
Even in the latter part of .the seventh <tentirry, Saint Wil- 
frid, the greatest architect ©f bis day, learned his art in 
Rome, and executed his designs by the assistance and agency 
of Roman workmen* » ' 

<The well known Saxon raotildings (observe* Dr. M.) the Cherrott 
or zigzag, the billet, the cable* the embattled fret, the fez^age, the 
corbel tabid, and a variety of. etch other ornaments a* atewl prosed to 
be peculiar to Saxon architecture, will be fouiyi* ion) close exaramatfoti* 
to have bad their archetypes in same or other of >tke buildings,, ■triab, 
tesselated pavements or sepulchres of Italy, before tfyey, \*#r* adopted by 
our ancestors.' pp. 26, 27. /. :• r >' .' -.'♦,•. 

The improvements teade by the Norman, prelates, <wh<* 
rebuilt the different cathedrals of England > during die latter 
part of the eleventh century and the beginning of the 
twelfth/ were very important. 

' The Norman windows and portals were modi larger and better pro* 

Crtioned than those which preceded them, and were generally supported 
m columns at the sides ; their mouldings also and other carvings, though 
sot essentially different from those of the Saxons, wen far . better de* 
signed and executed. In short, jaext to the effect, of subhmky, what 
these ingenious and indefatigable architects chiefly aimed at, in their re* 
ligiOus structures, was beauty. An eoual attention to these two. effect! 
did, by degrees, produce a perfectly new style in architectare, properly 
Called the pointed style, being one of the greatest efforts ot human 
genius, that has been witnessed in the course of ages/ p. 50. , 

In the fourth section of his work, pr. Milner reviews the 
tarious hypotheses which have been propose^ to accpont 
for the origin of the ' pointed style ; 9 and he certainly has 
quoted some amusing specimens of forward ignorance, decid* 
ing with intrepid absurdity upon subjects utterly beyond, its 
reach. Mr. Evelyn attributed this invention to the Qoths 
and Vandals : Sir Christopher Wren referred it to the cru? 
$ades; Mr. Murphy fetches it from the pyramids ; Bishop 
Warburton dreamt — a poetic dream— -of the groves of Pag** 
jiism ; Mr. Smirke, and Mr. Dallaway quote the Baptistery 
of Pisa, built by Dioti Salvi in the year H$2. Sir James 
Hall has, we believe, manufactured a very stylish and com* 
modious little cathedral in basket work; while Mr. Payne 
Knight makes an absolute medley of the business, pronouncing 
that u the style of architecture which we call cathedral or 
monastic Gothic, i? manifestly a corruption of the sacred 
architecture of the Greeks or Romans, by a mixture of the 
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Moorish or Saracenesque, which w formed out of a combina* 
tion of Egyptian, Persian, and Hindoo <" ' 

Dr. Milner^ own system is of a very different descriptidn r 
it is simple and sound, and he has supported it by reasonings 
and references which nearly amount to demonstration. 

* The following are the outlines of it ; firat, that the whole style of 
Pointed Architecture, with all its members and embellishments of cluster 
columns, converging groins, flying buttresses, tracery, tabernacles, 
crockets, finiais^ cusps, orbs, pinnacles, and spires, grew by degrees, out 
of the simple pointed arch, between the latter end of the 12th and the 
early part of the 14th centuries ; secondly, that the pointed arch itself 
wa* discovered by observing the happy effect of those intersecting semi* 
circular arches with which the architects of the latter end of the 11th 
and the beginning of the J 2th centuries were accustomed to ornament all 
their principal ecclesiastical edifices; and thirdly, that we are chiefly 
indebted for both these discoveries, that is to say, both for the rise and, 
the progress of Pointed Architecture, to our own ancestors, the Anglo 
Normans, and the English.* pp. ii. lii. Preface. 

Mr # Whittington disputes this theory witji mori? taleqt 
than success : he contends that 

« In the 12th century a new character of building suddenly appeared*, 
and spread itself over the greater part of Christendom. This has in 
latter times been called die Gothic style, out of a sjlly contempt, though 
it did not arise till long after the Goths were melted down and lost 
among the nations of Europe. ' It has not the roost distant similarity 
either to the Grecian or Roman architecture, and its origin has been 
the subject of more controversy. I am of opinion that it is of Eastern 
extraction, and that it was imported by the Crusaders in the West All 
Eastern buildings, as far back as they go (and we cannot tell how far)* 
have pointed arches and are in the same, style $ is it not fair to suppose* 
that some of these are older than the 12th century, or that the same 
style existed before that time? Is it at all probable that the dark agea 
of the west should have given a mode, Qt architecture to the east? I 
conceive therefore that the Crusaders introduced the fashion of the 
pointed arch »nd # the first ornaments of the style, which are few and 
simple % but the richness it gathered in process of time, and the improve*, 
meets and alterations we observe in it jram its first rise in the twelfth* 
to its extinction in the fifteenth century, ai;e owing to the . munificent 
encouragement of the churqb, and the vast abilities of the free-niasona 
of the. middle ages. These scientific persons have great claim to our 
admiration from the richness and ^rtihty of the« inventive powers ; by 
them this eastern style was transplanted into the. west, and under, then* 
it was so much altered and amplified, that,^ assumed almost a* entirely 
new appearance, from which circumstance the confusion and uncertainty. 
which prevails respecting its origin has /or the most part arisen/ /&r 
*«rn*/ $«rtv0. pp. x* xi. 

This system is demolished very speedily by Dr. Milner, 
who also ably combats the claims to priority atwi superior 
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skill which Mr. W. sets up in favour of the French archie 
tects. On this part of the subject, however, we must decline 
to enter. The question is one of no small intricacy;, and 
we are, upon the whole very much disposed to believe, tb&t the 
new style of architecture was adopted in both countries nearly 
about the same time, and from the same source. 

It has been very commonly objected to Pointed Arcbiteo 
ture that it * is destitute of orders, rules, and proportions. 9 
This accusation Dr. Milner is not, we think, quite success- 
ful in answering. He has certainly quoted striking and im- 
portant varieties, but it does not appear that they are marked 
with the precision and distinctness of proportion, which we 
are accustomed to consider as essential to architectural orders. 
The specimens which Dr. M. has given of the three orders, 
into which he divides English architecture, are 1st, An in. 
terior view of the east end of Canterbury Cathedral, built 
in 1 175 : 2d, The interior of the nave of York Minster, built 
about the year 1300: 3d, The interior, looking west- ward of 
Henry Vllth's Chapel, Westminster, built in 1 502. His des- 
cription of the characteristic marks of these orders is as fol- 
low* 

4 The first order is characterised during its formation, that is to say, tUT 
near the latter part of the twelfth century, chiefly by its acute arch (its 
pillars and other members being frequently Saxon) but after its formation 
not only by the narrowness and acutraess of its arch, but also by its 
detached slender shafts, its groining of simple intersecting ribs, its plain 
pediment without crockets or side pinnacles, and its windows, which 
are either destitute of mullions or have only a simple bisecting mul- 
lion, with a single or a triple trefoil, quatretoil, or other flower, in the 
head of them. Of this order are the east end of Canterbury, the west 
end of Lincoln, and the whole of Salisbury cathedrals, besides the 
transepts of York Minster, and of Westminster Abbey. The se- 
cond order is marked, not only by the due proportion and the fine turn of 
of its arch, but also by the cluster columns being, for the most part, 
formed ont of one and the same stone, for the sake of combining strength 
with lightness, by the elegant, but not overcrowded tracery of its win* 
dows and groining, by its crocketed pinnacles, tabernacles, and pedi- 
ments, the latter of which towards the conclusion of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, were made to humour the sweeping of the arch which they co» 
vered. To this order belong the nave and choir of York Minster, the 
naves of Winchester, Exeter, and Canterbury cathedrals, WykehaoTs 
two colleges, St. Stephen's chapel, &c. The third order is known, not 
only by the flatness of the point of its arch, but also by its numerous, 
large, and low descending windows, together with the multiplicity and 
intricacy of its tracery, by its pendant capitals, by the profusion of its 
ornament on the walls, both exteriorly and interiorly, by its fan work 
• and coundess shields and devices on the ceilings. To this order belong 
JEingV College Chapel, the chapel of Henry VII., those of Prince 
Arthur's, at Worcester, of Cardinal Beaufort and t&e Bishops Waynflete 
and Foy, at Winchester, &c. pp. 121—123. 
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We hajjre devoted so much space to Dr. Milner, that we can 
t>My say, ih general terms, of Mr. Whittington's wofk, that it \i 
an able production, of which the following are the contents i 
Part I. the churches of Constahtine — the churches of the Gauls 
-"^the progress of architecture from Clovisto Charlemagne—* 
from Charlemagne to Robert the Pious— from Robert to 
Philip Augustus — from Pbiiip to Louis XII. The second pat* 
Contains historical arid descriptive notices of the Abbey church 
of St. Genevieve— St. Denys — the cathedral of Notre Dame 
—Rheims cathedra!, and abbey church of St. Nicaise —Amiens 
-*-La Sainte Chapelle. As a specimen of the manner in. which 
the work is drawn up, and the partiality for the continental 
architecture which pervades it, we give Mr. Whittington's 
description of the cathedral at Rheims. 

< The cathedral at Rheims is the most beautiful and perfect piece of Go«* 
thic architecture in the worl » ; for where else shall we find such an union 
of airiness* delicacy, and magnificence ? Viewing it laterally, the light* 
Bess and grace of its win lows, the number, richness, and h.-ish of the 
buttresses, the admirable taste of the open work, the nice disposure of 
ornament, and the uniformity of the whole ; form a mass of consistent 
beauty and grandeur which is as inimitable as it is unrivalled. The 
stately plainness of the tower, and the decoration, without heaviness, of 
the upper parts, are well worthy of admiration ; but it is the west front 
which has lung been the boast of France, and which is the perfection of 
fts style. ' Its general proportions are excellent, and the richness and de* 

ficacy of its ornament darinot be surpassed The eye is delighted* 

Without being confused ; etery thing partakes of the pyramidal and spiral 
form, and the architecture is preserved as delicate and light as possible, as 
a contrast and relief to the sculpture* 

* One of the chief and distinct excellencies of the West Front, and 
that which renders it superior to all those of this country, is the admira- 
ble magnificence of the portal, and its just proportion to the rest of the 
building. The great entrance or a cathedral, should always be worth/ 
of the structure to which it leads ; yet this circumstance Seems never 
to hav. influenced thj English architects who have expended their chief 
care in the const uction of a magnificent West window, beneath which 
invariably, a disproportionate door presents itself.* We have not a single 1 
entrance worthy of our churches, and in this respect, the arrangement 
tot the trench c lurches, with their ample portals and rose windows, have 
exter/ml.y a decided advantage. 7 

* « in surveying the cathedral of Rheims, there is, 1 think, nothing which 
She most sciupuious taste would wish altered, except the finish of 

* Dr. Milner i* by no means disposed to admit this. ' The surveyor of F.encb 
architecture, he remarks, in a note, * dwells, with rapture, on the size or the French 
fortals, p. 1-7; bet suHy a door may be too high as well as too low, and few per- 
sons of taste would admire a door which, with its ornaments, reaches to a great dent 
tnore than halt the height of the whole building to which it serves as an entrance as 
» the case with his boasted cathedral of Rheims, . . . which is far surpassed by 
that of York, especially ia its restored state as Mr* Garter bag stuibiud it. 

Vol. VM. * B 
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the towers, which perhaps . might Jiave, assumed a, more wr4jiiiafie. 
The number of its minute beauties, are astonishing. » pp. 16X^163. 

% Premature death has snatched this young, ; but skilful :ai#fc- 
cpiary from his friends and from the arts.. His imperfect Work 
is edited in a very able manner by his friend Lord Aber- 
deen. . ,../... ...;.. i ■ 

. The "Observations" area coUection of notes from dirferent 
authors, and from actual survey, on the subjects enumerated 
in the title page. . There appears no reason to question their 
general accuracy, and in its present form (he publication will ;be 
found, we think, a convenient and useful vade-mecum for the 

antiquariaat.ntvelter^ _ _ 4 . . ... „. J.^.._ 

— ' ■'■ ■ -; ■ ■ ■ » , - " ' V' ~ j * h i ~ \ * 

Art. y J I. .Portugal; a jPpem, in two Parts. !By Xord George Gren* 
vine. Second Edition. Svo. pp. 120. Lofigman anA t^6. T8ri * 

NOTWITHSTANDING the diversities of styles and sub- 
* jects, by which the writers Of poetry are distinguished, 
they may all, we think, be conveniently arranged into two 
grand classes — the lovers of sense, and the ioverfe of sound. 
By the ibrmerpkity, no cbfri position is fhotfgfht Wcifthy ihfc 
n>mie of poetry, which bas hot some ^retfehsidttsto m^httig. 
The mere circumstance of a rnari's wrifihg in raefetifed 'syl- 
lables, does by no means, they ftiiintaiiY, exonerate Mm ff&lri 
tfee duty of being intelligible. If even the musician Is hoi 
tolerated, who links together a number of notes, without, bay- 
ing any thing in view beyond the mere' sequence, how rnuchless 
is it to be endured, that language should be made to submit torn 
tfeatntfefft so ignominious. They grant, indeed, that £pod Sense 
and good poetry are far from being one and the 'same thing': 
they ptit as much faith as their rivals can do, in the pow^r 
of imagination, and have riot the slightest Objection to itee 
themselves well dressed. But then would any rhan, fbey&slt, 
with his faculties in order, think of putting himself to tbfc 
expense of decorations, before he has got something tb;ad6rn i 
N To the jnenof epithets, however, all this seems to the last 
degree rigid and unfeeling. \Vbuld you crois-examine and 
brow-beat a tender couplet, they exclaim, as if it were so 
much law ot logic? Genuine poetry, permit, us to .tell you, 
resembles the sun, and, like that luminary, will not bear U> 
be searched too deeply. To insist so . extravagantly on the 
importance of meatting, betrays a total insensibility to the 
" magic of expression*" The grand charm of poetry consists- 
in the quality, not in the matter of the diction. On low anrd 
common occasious, indeed, it may be proper to regard lan- 
guage as the exponent of thought : but with the favourite of 
the Muse the case is widely different. a Dicere res '&raride» 
no$tro dat Musa poet**""' Ht sports uncontrolled ifr w the 
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regions of metaphor ; he acknowledges no tutor save tbe In- 
aprajiori of hk own *f Big prolific' bosom :" his bbject is to 
crowd every ". lustrous Untf^witb-tofoal beauties; to institute 
an aristocratjc vocabulary ; and to impart; to bis dictiqn such 
a? ♦' exquisite" degree of polish sod refinement, that, by 
means or such and such verbs, adverbs, nouns, ad ject'tvesfr 
and participles, placed in such' and such form and drdfer, ihb 
Understanding shall ^e carried away captive, while the ear is 
thrown into extacies. Now can any thing be more insufferable, 
than to' set 'in judgement on us and ours^ in the cold, urispar- 
jug spirit of criticism ,-r to read on 1 with a face of wonder, and 
grayely ask us, at every turn, What we would be at i Ye 
coin mon-place creatures^ we write for minds. iC congenial and 
*usceptible"-~not for you : nor will you ever be abte duly to 
-estimate our merits, till you. have leaf-nee) (O seri studiorum!) 
that taste has no greater enemy than reflection. 

Avery cursory perusal of {he vqjum^ before us, will be 
sufficient tp ascertain in which of these contending classes 
its noble author must be included. He is, in truth, one of 
the most promising disciples of the Cruscan school, we luve 
for a long time Encountered ; and from the circumstance of 
his jxfem having so speedily Arrived at a 1 second edition, \ye 
.toay conclude he has found no small favour' in the bosomS of 
the ?f congenial and susceptible?! persons, who patronise that 
sftpcies of inditing. The Cruscanr popularity, indeed, is sel- 
dom very longevous i but its admirers inaie rip in fervour 
what they want jn constancy : and it forfunatejy happens, that 
410 sooner does ope bubble break, than another distends itself, 
in its turn to vanish and be succeeded by a third. In the 
.production it is our present good fortune to examine, every 
jine.is luminous and eochantiug. .^Vith one step 'noon-tide^' 
and another, f glowing,? w§ are Igd by * feery toftus' through 
scenes, 



■ " * where fecfy fingers, shed 

Their twilight visions o'er the wanderer's head :* (p% 76.) 

At one time we are invited to c scan' the * purling purges,* at 
another to inhale the r bal niy breeze:* now we i thread .t^e 
•wildering' maze 1 ' in "* dubious darkness,' then again emerge 
•into 'mild glows* and * verfic beams :* til! at length 

« In purple streaks the days last blushes sweep ;' 
and weajg^all at ooc^ startled witjh^be question--- 

'■ ■m , n < What means that murky Jight . . 

That gjlds wit^i trembling ray the. brow of night J* , 
We do no.t ^h jto.be understood as insinuating that this is 
^a precipe ou^ine of thp gentle writer's plan. In thQprinfuty'c 
species of composition, method, it is we)JJwno^n, jp one p$ 

i3'2' 
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the last $nd lowest considerations. The action of tbe poem 
before us is quite remarkable for its simplicity. Expressed \m 
the imperative style, it is concisely this-**-walk op hill — sit, or 
throw yourself dovvn-<-and look about you. If the sun hap* 
pen to be setting, so much the better* In tbe present instance^ 
* the effect produced by the last beams of day, was truly strik* 
*ng, and was not a little calculated to produce the CHAIN of 
ieehngs here attempted to be described* . 
- Of this chain, be it now our privilege to * produce* a few 
characteristic links. And first of all for tbe imagery, which 
is scattered with a very profluent hand throughout the per* 
formance, and in the management of which the noble author 
evinces singular adroitness. Tbe poem opens with the fol (own- 
ing address to Lusia, which tbe author is supposed to declaim 
(gratis anhelans !) as he ascendeth the mountains of Cintra* 

* " Lusia ! while musing on the wayward fete 
Which rules the scale of Europe's doubtful state. 
Say, can as ardent heart which long has sighed 
. For ancient honour's dimmed and ialien pride, 
Touched by thy kindred spark, re&se to twine 
Its fondest dreams, its warmest prayers, with thine.'* • p . 8« 

In ordinary cases, we should not hesitate to affirm that suck 
It refusal would be very practicable. To convert a heart, es- 
pecially an ardent one, into a rope walk, appears at first sight 
a business of considerable difficulty. But nothing is insoper* 
able to a true, metaphorical contriver: and, in the present 
.emergency, the ' effect produced 9 by the dexterous application 
of tbe spark, cannot be too warmly admired. Inaeed the 

f'nfluence or this agent appears to be much more extensive than 
as usually been suspected. Witness the lines following.. 

f And by that spar k which patriot feelings rear 
Sacred to virtue, and to memory dear, 
Which sails each nobler passion into play, 
fad. warms the dawn of genius into day, 
Points through fair valour*3 paths to fame and joy, 
And forms tbe hero, while it fires the boy.* p. 7& 

Who would have thought it? — A monument, a trumpet, 
ft sun, a ^nger-post, a ipould, and a faggot; brave spirit? 
\Ve read moreover, of 

' r— ■■■ ". ■ i ■ ■ ■ . ^ , ■■ ■ , * ties 

Which prompt the dreams of youthful enterprise.'— • 
jind are assured that 

< The world may yield to calm regret a part 
Qf the brigla sunshine of a female heart. 9 p. 70. 

though this last couplet is perspicuity in tbe abstract, com* 
pared with a burst at p. 12. 
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* Beats there the heart which ne'er hath ownM that Jtame 
Which kindles brightest at the voice of fame, 

The soul which ne'er hath felt a genial ray 
Glow to the drum's long roll, or trumpet's bray p . 
Start at the bugle's distant blast, and hail 
Its buxom greetings on the morning gale :' 

What the noble author can have intended by representing 
a ray gUtying to a drum and trumpet, or startipg at i a bugle, 
it would be as difficult for us to conjecture, as to reconcile 
the period with the commonest rules of syntax, — But the 
most arduous effort at the metaphorical, perhaps, is in the 
following passage, where the personification of Lisbon as a 
figure, is finely blended with the description of it as a place. 
' Eastward I turned, where TepV glimmering stream 
In melting distance owned the dubious beam. 
Lisbon shone fair beneath the lively glow 
Spread to its parting glance her breast of snow 9 
And as her fairy form she forward bowed 
Woke the soft slumbers of her native Hood : 
Whilst her white summits mocked the rude command 
Of the dark hills that fence her distant strand ! !' p. 8. 

Another poetical practice in which our author considerably 
excels, is that of alliteration. There are not a few passages, 
indeed, which depend for their effect entirely on the judi- 
cious disposition of this auxiliary force, and every page of 
^he poem is more or less indebted to it. We have ' favouring 
floods/ and ' heathy hills/ and * balmy breezes *,' . * pomps 9 al- 
ternately € pious* and ' ponderous ;* • fair fights,* * heavy 
hearts,* * playing passions,* ' foul forms,' and 'green greet* 
ings/ with fifty more. The following are examples; more stt 
length. 

' jtfarked you yon moving mass, the dark array 
Of yon deep columns wind its sullen way, 
' Low o'er its Warded £row, the plumed £oast 
Glittering and jay of France's wayward host V p. 5?. 

* their birthright now 

No longer blazoned on each manly £row.' p. 37. 

• Shall prophet fancy weave the fairest wreath 
That ever doomed to victory's flattering breath. 

« Which fortune joys with /lattering smile to breathe 
And worth to sanction on her IFeliesley's wreathe. 
•As the long harboured £ark who wont to have 
Her stately bosom in the founding wave, 
J£urst8 once again the shipwright's tedious stay, 
To breast the surge, and cleave the watery way, 
£piings at the /ound his /oldter xpirit high 
Xp list the tone of martial minstrelsy.' 
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FromUtierf^sss we. op^ tci ^ords^ an^l heje w$pbser?e a 
complete system ^. fa Ypupiyiq, Aftqflg t^T^Sr the **• 
lowing are distii^ujst^a; MP& R^VW *\*fiW9flb *° ° wn : 

"I .. j 7 ; t * )po^ around 

Where Nauire owns but the hottzon Abound/ p, 2ty, 

; ; \ 1 .' ■■ !.- ; ; * a D^ 

Of tfe pure flame that fires the soldier's heart, 

Unshamed may own tbe tparl from whence it ££*w/ p. $$* 

«lfoj fct ^ecte^ep^d $ance. of hppe^ Jjlfc {hin$ 
JjToyt idly ^ ijl p joune rreedQrn's opening shrine/ p. 7» 

1 To 9W *F W% W^rad^f d*#P u * &*•* B: #• 

i Which gilds jitf smile, and woos the enamoured air.* p, &h 

« And through trie watte of ages o|ld their Jundred dtyom.' p. 27r 

Rests on % yaj^f'g crf$f jn ge^ty <jay, 
AnddLps % %#•#£ %f #th teijghjest raj/ 

Tosc^p: ('To examine mcf(y/ Dr. Johnspn.) 

- r-rrf-? ,. ' from fte brow 

M . QJ" ^tlon^hpl, Jig spf as tfieplain bejpw/ p. }7. 

: > , r; ■;,, .,-) :>>:, ' ,. r; < the eye jo *aiq 
. pp^jis f)je wi<jf s^ffkcp pf tjip level maip, 

'The admirable adaptation of these verbs to their respective 
situations, must be obvious to the most carefess observer. 
Among ;fhe nouns in power, two of the most useful and re* 
spcctablc ,are 'glow' dnd 'biusiu? Thus we read of i wester* 
ing blushes/ and of the 'volleying lightning's glow/ Ad- 
dressing the sun, the poet opineth, that • - * 

< to fancy'g eye he well rtvght seem * 
To view fair ^ature's fade with l^stned ship* £. 5& : 

And, a little before, animadverting en the conduct ol the same 
luminary, or an important occasion/ be says — • 

4 The unwilling sun,, from out his heathy bed 
In tearful moisture raised m* shaded" head, * 
Pausea in his course, then beading slow, 
Gazed on the embattled throng that moved below ; 
. Sought with dark blush thecmfiyrtftftthead* 
And j?#l?4 in p ymzn air l^s coj^ci^us crest/ pp, 55, 56. 

We observe also a considerable number of nouns, which are 
incessantly called itpou to da the duty of adjectives, 
< Yet sweet it js, w^e l n # fae/y h*fi&» have wrought t 
Those ruddiest bucsJ>Y ?p*y fancy taught. 
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To fcark wiui' steadier %en each $6 w degree 
By wakening Justice "trod/ p. if* 

t said not that the **gl6riou8 orb of heaven .». 

In FROrtiBT'rt^rAm* ffonft die zettith^cUiven/ p. $6% 

'* 'Oli fatf sdrtte fokfclol S{^rit, When tl* Wader 
Of struggling Freedom sued tljy kjndred ai<l, 
,When Sflain and valour on you neighbouring stand, 
ifeaJseilttWe^rf ^ *»o* f eacn VXtrio* hand? y«fc r * 
♦ft^n \&ere the NhERt ft Beam its fnry ^fOuts 
With fiercest fervour o'er yon Indian shores.,* : » 4 > ■■ *- 

1 u i aee% ; B*Sr6V March/ p.f*. 
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" Otir court, Njrtiu fcriafot. is haunted 

With & refined traftmer of Spain ; 
A iriari in all Iffie world's new fashion plafif^d, 
That hath a mint of phrases in Vis brain,.. 
Armado is -a most illustrious wight, 
- A man of fire- new words, fashion's owq knight. 
We bad intended to extract a few specimens of the sublime, 
•ut of this finished' performance, but our narrowing limits re- 
mind us that we have no space to lose, and our readers must 
therefore content IhemselVes Vvith t>rie short; quotation. 

« Genius of Britain ! r tKd thy kvdtrior form 
On wing of lightning ride die mountain* t>torm, : 
Speak to thy sons in tironder— bid them 'srl^cw 
Their biugAt ihtractidti in each wellof Vved t^D v f . 
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With thine own strength each kindred arm endow* 

And sail tne monarch of the battle's brow i 

What though, all viewless stilly thy presence shed 

Its noblest influence Oer thy children's head, 

High on each kindling cheek thy ardour glowf* 

9 Twas firo&d, 'twas genwue % for 'twas English blood !' p. 65* 

How unspeakably patriotic ! 

' Twas ftnmd, 'twas genvittt, for 'twas English blood I f 
And this incomparable nonsense has been praised, and this has? 
been reprinted. 

Perhaps our estimate of this volume may be thought some* 
what rude and contemptuous : but we can honestly assert, that 
it has been biassed by no plebeian prejudices. At a time when 
so many of our young men of birth and fortune, seek to be- 
distinguished only by their follies or their crimes, it gives us 
sincere pleasure to perceive in the noble author of tliis poem 
so many indications of good principle, and so marked a pre- 
(J i lection for pursuits, which are at once honourable to him- 
self, and ornamental to his station* Nor are we by any means 
$low to admit, that the production before us displays some 
random gleams of sense and feeling. In proof of this last 
observation, we may produce tfye following expostulation 
with the sceptic. 

'And thou poor hopeless wretch, if such there live, 

Too wise to feel* too haughty to believe* 

Poor worshipper of something undefined, 

The wreck of genius, twilight of the mind.- 

.Are these thy triump' s ! this thy proudest aim, 

Thy brightest guerdon, and thy happiest claim ?..• 

Are these thy fondest hopes ? and is the span 

Of this frail essence all that's given to man ? 

Glory's loud call, Ambition's dazzling flame, i 

The pomp of Greatness, or the voice of Fame, 

That lure, too oft to mock, our greerier age, 

Nor cheer the later walks of this short pilgrimage ; 

—Is life thy utmost care ? what though to thee 

Its joys are bliss, its span eternity, 

Yet let one lingering hope remain behind, 

And leave, oh leave, a future to mankind !' pp. 22— *24« 

There is some little merit, too, in the author's address to 
his native island — which is personified of course. 

< I see thee faint,— » thy rich, thy generous blood* 

Pours from thy thousand veins its crimson flood, 

Weighed to the earth, by countless foesopprest^ 

The iron dint has entered to thy breast, 

In fatal pomp thy gory ensigns wave, 

Aud <£mttf*'s shores art tat (by soldiers' grave I 
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>/, For manly courage mourn, untimely lost, 

J , Still oftenest lavished, when 'tis needed roost. 

For glowing enterprize too rashly tried, 

The costly victims of a nation's pride, 

Trace on fair Nature's face each deadly scar, 

The sad memorial of her childrens* war. 

And, (as the harp of Memnon, whicfe, of old, 
\ Struck to the rising sun its war-notes bold, 

To hail his fierce advance, yet, when the beam 

flung o'er the western sands its level stream. 

Swept o'er its mystic chords a softer swell, 

To charm the lingering evening ere it fell,) 

So let thy better genius bid thee cease 

T^y shout of victory in the song of peace, 
\ Court her in Fortune's hour, ere yet 'tis past, -, 

Yes, 'tis thy firmest hope, for 'tis thy last V — p. 82, 85« 

But unfortunately these deviations occur too infrequently 
to weigh much against the manifold imperfections of the potem: 
We hc-ve in truth seldom seen so many rhyming absurdities 
Committed in so short a compass. With scarcely any opulence 
Of. fancv-rscarcely any perception of the finer and less ob«» 
trusjve graces of poetry, the noble author is perpetually at- 
tracted by what is glaring and exaggerated, mistaking hyper? 
bole for grandeur, and tricking out his little modicum • of 
meaning, in a profusion of tavydry and fantastic finery. Th$ 
models to which he has attached himself, are radically vicious ; 
and he cannot forswear them too soon. 

Art. XIII. Geographical, Commercial^ and 'Political Essays; including 
statistic details of various countries, Longman and Co. 8vo. price 
8s, 6d. 1812. 

fPHIS volume comprises the results of extensive and multifarious read* 
ing, and minutes of conversations, which the intelligent author has at 
different times, held with sailors, soldiers, travellers, and traders. These 
are. stated with perspicuity, and commented on with spirit, though in a 
manner rather too dashing and emphatic. So varied are die materials of 
the book that it would be a hopeless task to undertake their arrangement 
and analysis : they differ, of course, in interest and importance; but there 
are very few from which some share, either of amusement or instruction, 
may not be derived. Several of the papers, the tomposition of different 
individuals, are on the subject of our expedition against the Spanish settle- 
ments of Ha Plata, and the state and commerce *of Buenos Ayres. But 
the most curious article in the selection, is the account of a convict's ship 
on its transit to New South Wales. It shews in strong, but not over- 
charged colouring, the character and consequences of vice, and suggests to 
the shocked and agitated mind the consideration of questions which the le- 
gislature is bound never to lose sight of* The arrangements for health, clean- 
liness, and order appear to be unexceptionable, and if the same system were 
pursued throughout, the whole would be as conducive to the reformation of 
Vol. Vlli. 5 C 
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the convict, as his punishment is unhappily necessary to ffee well being of 
tsociety. But although the se*es ate forbidden to mingle, and any, eveo 
the slightest, intercourse is nominally proscribed, yet the whole establish* 
ment is in fact a continual scene of the grossest sensuality. The discipline 
by which these miserable wretches are crushed into reluctant subordina- 
tion, is, as may well be imagined, of the severest and most terrific kind, 

* Chains tied round the body, and fettered round the ankles, Confine and 
distress each male convict, by the clanking sound, and by annoying the 
feet. This image of slavery is copied from the Irons used in the slave 
ships in Guinea; as in these, bolts and locks also are at hand in the sides 
and ribs of each transport, to prevent the escape, or preclude the move* 
tnents of a convict. If he attempt to pass the sentry, he is liable to be 
Stabbed for the attempt. A convict was lately shot, and his executioner 
was applauded by his officer, for a faithful, though severe discharge of 
his duty. If a felon kill his companion, a case very frequent in the quar- 
rels with these highwaymen and robbers, the murderer is nung at the yard- 
artri, and his body is slowly carried through the ship, and launched htfa the 
$eep for the theft of provisions, or of clothes from his neighbour, a cast 
yet mpre common? and more natural to footpads, the convicted depredator 
18 shot, for inferior crimes, as riot or quarrels, a soldier is, commanded 
to whip the offender with martial severity ; the first stroke teaves a detp 
impression 6f the wire, (he second causes the blood to trickle, the third 
draws a stream of gene : under several faintings, the debilitated and dif* 
prdered convict receives two dozen of lashes* Ob the slightest appearance 
of a mutiny, the ring leader- is cast headlong into the sea, in bis irphs and 
his clothes/ We commit this body to the deep, the chaplain repeats'—? 

This is too horrible. The necessity of prompt and severe execution Is 
not to be questioned ; but for the profanation of the most sacred rites of 
religion, no excuse whatever can be offered* Indeed the whole picture is 
so disgusting, so sickening to the better feelings of Jiujaui nature, that 
although We do not presume to arraign the motives of tbpae who invented 
the sv&tenl, we cannot but condemn the system itself. Wfty are, pot |he 
cenvicts distributed on board a greater number of transports ? A larger 
ekpencfc Would certainty be incurred ; but the advantages of security, dec0? 
fttifl* and ritoralfcy, which wouM result 'from, it, ought assuredly to qut- 
tfefcgh every infeYior cdrisideradon^ 

Ai*. XI V f Afiosiacy. A Discourse delivered a* Red Cross 'Street, Ju* 
: unary $8, 1812, before the! Monthly Association 6* Baptfrt Ministers 
and Churches i and nubkisbed by Request By f\ A. Ob^, A. M. 
t 8ro. pp. 4th Oak and Curtis. 1813. 

*FH$ n[ler ^ vf this sermon, and the extreme importance of die sufafect 
** to which it relates, render k proper for us to give a rather fuller 
analysis than we usually allow to the ordinary kind of discourses delivered 
from the pulpit. The te*t which Mr. Cost selects as the basis pjf his 
"$ertnori is, Hebrews vi. 4r— 6, X. 25-— 29, 8$ ; from; an examination of 
which he is led to investigate the nature of apostacy, to trace it*, causes, 
>ttd tb develope its consequences. 

To* enable his hearers to ascertain the natyreot apostacy^ which, the 
preacher truly observes, is rather characterised by a course of conduct, 
tfran by the |>ernetratjpn of fcnypafticujar erime, he first marks the lead- 
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ft* fatom of d* different fipeaies, as < apostasy of J^Mr', ' *!#««# 
of P senhmeiit\ (manifested to a enunciation of the peculiar scriptural 
truth* once professed,) and apoitacy of W**/; and then describe* «<# 
few of those methods Hy whidh apostate* attempt the concealment of 
&etr reai characters,' such as, the misapplication of terms, Glaiffliflg 
esteem for certain excellencies which may exist where the character is by 
*o means consistent, a«d glos ing over the deformity of the* c6nduct lb* 
a falsely assumed « literary lustre/ From this part of the discourse wd 
♦eoture td quote the following poflsage <# the misapplication df 
iterrtwi , 

* « theft defeetion from the" peculiar truths Of the gospel is* dendhlj; 
ttaled an emancipation from fidfiukr prejudice. They profess td have acj 
fcuired a superior degree of wisdom. They pretend astonishment that 
atiy persons of sense should eerioiisly maintain dogmas which their owa 
ipte)feduar superiority Contemns; Adverting, indeed, to the period wherf 
ttey u/cre equally misled* they acknowledge that Oven meri of genius ; and 
research ma* sometimes be biassed by popular opinion?* or deluded by 
bersonal feelings but congratulate their own prowess in soaring with eagld 
light above iU mists of vulgar ignorance, into the purer ether, and more] 
enlightened regions of knowledge. In proportion, however, %o theif 
ascent, fhSy have obviously becoihe cold 2nd inanimate* a state winch 
tiief n«-ret fail to dignify with the epithets sober, distretf, aHA rationali 
ithe sentjnjental apostate represents his iteerpefotfoos of scripture, his 
wholesale rejection of far#* portten* of the mfire&f <*fp9, his nunlerjurf 
pel^ersteiWj «*«tilatiofl» and endless mlsconsfiructionaf as a Judihow m r 
fc*/ er&kisr*, demanding fliat you should call hit aadaciqf eerie, and hi* 
dflfcmatisitf leading, the aj>rfsta*e in spirit denominates his supmeness* 
soiriefy, his backwardness, dbhorrtm of parade, his formality; order' f 
and even the- aptoatatem conduct, to the first stage* of his presarrigridh? 
will attetnpt the coricealment of his own depravity* by the abtise Of sincere^ 
Christum* a* unnecessarily precise ; affirming fa* innocent ■atriutehmis, and 
*rifli«g ctfaftHaftce* are by no means incompatible with the tftrfettering, Be* 
*4gn, and benevolent principles 6f genuirie dh^tlswity 1 . Thurf thenar? 

* given o^tr to strong delusions, tj Betie** a lit/' ' pi*. 19^-31. 
Among the « tauses of apost'acy' l^fr. Cox takes notice of ah itfiftid- 

cferate fear, or love of *fie worldj a Jig^it airy turn of min^l, a ppncej* 
of superior endowments, and the ajgpcy <pf $,a$an\ A* it is «f la.te the 
custom* even among persons gf well inclined minds to feel little if ap< 
dread of Satanic influence, we trust' we shafl need tfo apofogy for tjiibtfog 
the passage. OuV author observes that** 

■ 4 The agency of 8atn> most not fc* fringed to witme^adng the 
occasion* of apostaey* Jtotibtlesai be etinwiated Oor first parentis so ttaeuf 
transgression, and be £m» the ihune <fi robetiioo tfcat boms ift thelf p©*fr* 
star % but ia Its &£ former case, the unhappy drfisMffents a*£b*e4 the pe* 
natty ofiraBsgressioii, thofcgh templed to cosnnaitit, sx> in aM «obse<p««t 
iflstaooee, the ncdsvm pf our guilty uscralgerices oK iajgrdfit transgr^sions 
fursmhes no^ satisfactory ncteouali^n df them- Tfois arch-fiend i» rtpro 
tinted ae *' going ob*ut like a waring hon> s&ikg f <*fym he May deWtp* 
-JmiM *A&* tfimithm n$iv iwrktlh m the ikiidrm of dfaBediemef 9 Thfi 
severest contests of the christian are with this graitf m&towft wh* 

IC9 
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being possessed of insinuating subtlety, powerful resources, constant vis 
gilance, distinguished sagacity, and invisible means of operation, conv, 
bined with internal malignity, must be acknowledged a most formidable, 
foe. It is a felicity not to be *' ignorant of hit devices." He studies* 
human nature, ascertains our vulnerable points, aud seizes our unguarded 
moments. Satan is represented by our Lord, as '' catching away the t 
word that it town," like a rapacious bird which watches the footsteps p£ 
the sower, and robs the field. This prevention of the due effect of 
the Trinistry is produced by suggesting evil thoughts, and diverting the 
attention, or by perplexing the mind with worldly cares. By ,thea$ 
means religious impressions are often weakened, sometimes, obliterated* 
It is both needless and un scriptural to assign ubiquity to Satan, but by, 
himself and his emissaries he undoubtedly possesses a very extensive! 
range in this lower world, and his favourite employment is to cherish 
the rebellious principle, to perpetuate the backsliding character, and thus* 
to fornj the finished apostate. Me observes with a vigilant inspection, 
every tree planted in the garden of the Lord, and provided there be no 
real fruits of righteousness, he is not displeased at the leaves of profes- 
sion. He knows this will never prevent the decree, " Cut itdotonf why 
cumbereth it the ground I" pp. 28 — 30. 

jn^ pointing out the consequence* of apostacy, Mr. Cox remarks, 
that it leads to a debasement of character and conduct, as well as to 
a miserable state of mind, that its influence in society is deeply baneful, 
that an apostate's restoration to repentance is impossible, and that ' apos- 
tacy is a fatal and damnatory sin. 9 Each of these particulars is con* 
firmed by appropriate references to senpture ; and the solemn truths in* 
culcated in the discourse are pressed home upon its hearers and readers 
bj some powerful appeals while persons of diffident minds and tender 
consciences are instructed how they may distinguish between apostacy. 
and ' backsliding/ 

Altogether, the discourse, we think, is a very excellent one ; it con- 
tains much, very much, to commend ; and nothing which we are at all 
inclined to censure, except now and then a rather showy deviation from 
that simplicity, which, in conjunction with fervour and piety, should 
always be the inseparable characteristic of a minister of Christ. 

Art XV. Remarks on Two Particulars in a Refutation of Cahinitnii 

&c. 8vo.pp.67. Rivington. 1811. 
TW" ITH the main principles of the Bishop of Lincoln's Refutation of 
Calvinism the writer of this pamphlet professes cordially to coin, 
cide. But he thinks that the learned divine has laid too much stress 
on Faith (to the disparagement of obedience) in the matter of justifica- 
tion : and he is also of opinion that the Bishop hath incautiously ob- 
jected to that scheme of harmonizing the apparently different statements 
of St. Paul and St. James,, which supposes the former to speak of works 
* under that notion of them which is proper only to ,a covenant of works, 9 
and the latter to speak of diem < as they are required in the terms or 
conditions of the covenant of grace.* These are the two particulars ia 
dispute: but we shall not attempt to adjudge the victory* Etvitula tn 
dignui, et hie. The Remarks are worthy of the Refutation, and the Aefiita- 
ienof the Remarks. - 
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Art. XVr. Nafideon, a Poem, in which that Arch Apostate from the 
Cause of Liberty* iaheld up to the just Indignation of an injured Peo* 

. pie, concluding with an Address to France, dedicated to 5 the British 
Army in Spain. By the Rev. C. Colton, M. A. Fellow of King's Col* 
lege, Cambridge. 8vo. pp. 82. Hatchard and Co. 1812. 

YlfEhope Mr. Colton has now relieved himself, and that he will be abto 
to resume his professional duties in tolerable tranquility. His spe- 
cific object* it appears, is to lower Buonaparte in the eyes of the French, 
people ; and for the more effectual accomplishment Of it, his poem eitner is, 
or is to be, translated into the French tongue. If Napoleon can stand 
against it, he is abuse-proof. The delineation of his character here given, 
is both general and particular. The former is expressed in the following 
concise yet comprehensive terms. 

' Past, present, future crimes, have met in one 

Hail great assemblage ! hail Napoleon !* 
On tl\e latter it would he premature to pronouce a final decision, before 
We have received a copy of the Freneh Emperor , s defence.-*-! n the mead 
.time, td console Mr. Colton for the delay which must of necessity result 
from this our impartial proceeding, we will try to find room for some of 
the best lines in his deepmouthed diatribe* 

'Say, Tragi-comic Harlequin of Fate! 
What mad, yet mournful pranks, the world await ? 
Dread Pantomimic Proteus of the age ! 
Strut thy poor hour on Europe's bloody stage ; 
Kings and their armies for thine actors have, 
And Fortune for thy Cymbeline and slave % 
Then wield awhile her all-subduing Wand, 
Decree this throne to fall, and that to stand \ 
Change with a frown or smile, the face of things* 
MakeMonarchs Mendicants, Adventurers King?* 
Proud Cities Ruins, Wealth and Property, 
A sapless, rootless, shorn transplanted tree. 
Triumph, a little space, by craft and time, « 

Two foes thou canst not conquer— TRUTH and TIME. 

Art XVII. The Country Pastor, or Rural Philanthropist ; a Poem. By 
H. Holloway. 12mo. pp. 130. Price 5s. Gale and Curtis. 181& 

HPHIS volume will reflect no discredit on Mr. Holloway's previous ef- 
forts. The poetry though not remarkably spirited is generally in 
pr«tty good taste, while the sentiments are, for the most pan, correct and 
Sberai. The following may be regarded as no unfavourable specimens, 
" O 1 by what ties the faithful Priest is bound 

To his belov'd parishioners around 1 * 

■ * A thousand mutual obligations tend 

Their hopes, their joys, their sympathies, to blend. 
They know his worth, and, while they well attest, 
•» . Strive who shall honour, and reward, him best. 
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For diem he labours in the work of grace i 

His tender care baptized their infant race ; . 

Confirmed the rustic lover's bridal vows, 

And blest the virtuous wife and constant spouse ; 

In sorrows hour sweet consolation gave, 

And laid their kindred in the peaceful grateJ— p. 6& 

. On wild Spitibergejis melancholy Aore, 
Where, chained in icy caves, the north waves roar j 
Where, half the year, sepulchral twilight reigns, 
Or midnight suns illume the twinkling plains ; 
pven there^— so Fame reports — a patient race 
Unwearied labour in the work of grace ; 
In loathsome huts, beneath eternal snows, 
1 he sacred fervour of devotion gfows ; 

While the poor savage lifts his eyes to heaven, 
Clings to the cross, and feels his sins forgiven. 

where, 'midst her ancient forests, dark and dart ft 
Columbia's tire-fly lights her sparkling lamp, 
Oft is (he child or slavery kneeing found, 
And prayer, and praise, in lonely wilds resound. 
The sable outcasts of Angola's shore, 
Lost to their country, have one hope in store :*— ~ 
$y faith they view, beyond tfcek present stater 
A better country* and a happier fate. 

Where the proud column in the desert stands, 
Half buried in the depth of burning sands, 
'Mid ancient temples, awful in decay, 
Qr mouldering tombs, impervious to the day, 
The tribes no human power could yet o'erawe-s** 
Strangers and alieos to the moral law— / 
With bow unstrung, and leaning on the spear, 
Or* justice, truth, and mercy love to hear.^ pp» 16, i9, 2& 

1 ''' ' ■■ -■ ■» ■< ■■ '»'■■■ ! n i» i ■ t "T - — 

Art. %Vllh A Discourse occasioned by the Heath of MastHocti Garth* 
shore, M.D. Physician to the British Lying-in Hospital, F. R. S. 
P. S. A. To which are added Notes Biographical, Devotional, and 
Miscellaneous. By George Greig. 8vo. pp. 52. Conder. 1812. 

TlfE are glad to receive this affectionate tribute to the memory of a 
maa so truly amtable and respectable as the late Or. Garthshore. 
The points on wkich Mr. Greig* chiefly insists* in delineating bis- charac- 
ter, are, his fervent and habitual piety— his tensperance and setf-demai^ 
his diligent improvement of ttme-~*aitd has amtaentiota charity and bene*- 
tolence. Among manv interesting particulars in this part of the ser- 
mon we observe the following. 

* It was his regular custom* to the dose of his life* to rise every 
morning* at or soon after four o f clock, and repair to hit study ; where 
these early moments of each day were spent with God, and in reading; 
religious books of a devotional or practical tendertcy.^Kety such as 
his— so unaffected, simple, uniform* and eonsistent«Htn«st haven pnre* 
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aid powerful interna} spring* It would only be influenced by && fcfttl 
of the Gospel and ardent love for the Saviour. Thus in him, as a pro* 
fessional man, piety and science were found happily to unite He <&& 
pot like some would-be literati, of the present day, find any thing in 
Christianity repugnant to his taste and feelings as a man of aeience Nor- 
did he consider it beneath the dignity of his profession to avow himself 
a disciple of the despised Nazarene, and to take his station under the 
banner of the cross. 

* For nothing, perhaps, was our deceased friend more remarkable than 
for the benevolence of his disposition. I know, for I had the means; 
of knowing, that his beneficence was eminently diffusive..^ His bear* 
glowed with generous warmth to suffering humanity, while his hand 
was open to every fair claim on his bounty. -4 cursory observer, a^ 
stranger to his real character, might have judged him parsimonious to 
dm extreme. But if he was parsimonious, it was only to himself. He. 
Was afraid, conscientiously, of an abuse of trust in needlessly throwing 
away a single shilling on himself, whilst he would cheerfully contribute 
to any amount where the cause of God and Christian charity repaired it, 
ft it with the foltest confidence I can state, that in acts of charity he 
expended not less, and frequently more than 41000 per annum.* 

The d?ary of this excellent man, which he kept the whole period of 
Jus residence in IfOndon ffom 1763-Hxl£0<$ is said to illustrate in every 
page (and it amounted to many thousands, closely written) the devo-r 
tional habit of his. nwadt 'abounding in daily ejaculations. of praise 
and thanksgiving, with fervent prayers f o be kept steady in that cause of 
Well-doing, essential to happiness in the present life and in that which is 
to come, The tone and * temper/ it is added* * elevation* and energy, 
acquired by this sublime heavenly intercourse, appeared indispensible to 
|his good man, not only as the consolation of sorrow, and the disposer 
tO patience and resignation under the ills of life, but as the spring and 
principle of unwearied perseverance in active virtue ; the diligent, liberal,' 
charitable exercise of the profession to which he was devoted.' The ex- 
tracts which Mr. Greig has produced are highly interesting. 

Mr. G's text is Psalm cxvL 15, Jt is ijeedicsti to add any express 
commendation of the discourse. 

Art. XlX. Rules for English Comftosition, and jtorticularJy for Therms* 
Designed for the Use of Schools, aqd in aid of Self InatructioB. By 
John Rippingham. l2mo. pp. 112. price 3s, 6d. I^onffruan and 
Co. 1812. 

XJiTE have no particular objection to urge against the manner in which 
Mr. Rippirebam has executed his undertaking : but we have const* 
cUrable doubts whether he has net over-rated ihe va&e of it. « Itules for * 
composition will never make a fm& writer, though they may a correct |"* 
one: and we have so occasion to go to the schook for example© to prow 
that the art of composition is a very distinct thing from the art of U rak- 
ing, It is far fretm being a paradox ta say that the taste may be formed too 
early, 

^ Perhaps Mr. Rippingham might hanpe omitted some of hie own disco*? 
slona, a$4 cyruijed fets introduction lo advantage. Aa 4 writer we must 
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fay he appears to us, little better than a yoiing gentleman of a higher form/ 
At all events there was no occasion to go out of his way to be-praise the 
reMghus disci/dine pf Westminster school ! 

Art. X3{. The friendly Call of Truth and Reason to a new species of 
Dissenters, or Nominal Churchmen, but Practical Schismatics, to which 
•re prefixed a few Observations on the Expediency of Parliamentary 
Interposition, duly to explain, and if necessary to amend, The Act of 

: William and Mary, commonly called " The Toleration Act." By the 

• Rev. Edward Barry, M. D. Rector of St. Mary's and St. Leonard's, 
Wallingtdn, Berks, with the chapel of Satwell annexed. 8vo. pp. 179. 

: Price 5s, 4th Edit, Jlivingtons. 1812. 

^H E poor Loctor's case seems more hopeless than ever. The friend* 
\y professions of the title page arc still at open war with the contents 
pf the book; and by extending the range of his discussions, he has (as 
might have been expected) only furnished " more matter for a Joay 
rooming." : 

T , . r— ' : ■' ■ « ■ ■ 

Art. XXI. Practical Arithmetic, &c. By J. Richards. 2nd. Editl 
Price 3s. Baldwin. 

|F there were any dearth of books on arithmetic, the present littje vo« 
r- lume would be a valuable acquisition, but though we do not see any'rea* 
son why it should supersede some of its predecessors, we have no doubt 
Jhat it may be used with equal advantage, where it has been introduced.' 
It contains some good practical hints on mental calculations, an arith- 
metical exercise too frequently neglected in public schools. 

Art. XXII. Physiological Reflections on tl\e. Destructive Operation of 
Spirituous and Fermented Liquors on the ^nimal System* lay Thomas 
Forster, F.L.S. 8vo. pp. 58. Underwood. 1812, 

THERE was a time when Physicians flattered mankind with the 
hope, that, within the limits of their Pharmacopeias there existed or 
might exist, elixirs of power, to assuage every disorder and even to pro- 
long existence to an indefinite length. In .this more enlightened age 
we laugh at the notjon. of immortality in a pill box or a phial : But the 
fashion has only altered ; and instead of attempting to cure the gout, 
tooth-ache, phthysia, and palsy, by the same remedy, it is now become 
cu torrary to attribute gout, toothache, phthysis, and palsy, with all the 
pther ills to which our frail bodies are liable, to the same cause. Thjfc 
modern discovery, however, has a decided advantage over the antient, 
\\ affords an equally diversified topic for the display of wisdom and 
learnings— and it is quite unanswerable. For let any circumstance com* 
mon to the major part of mankind be chosen as the obnoxious source of 
evil ; it is evident that this major, part of mankind is afflicted with most 
or all the diseases incident to humanity, ergo, (licit doctor, all the dis- 
eases incident to humanity arc Qccasianed by that circumstance which so 
many have in common. You may ailed ge, that your next neighbour 
who broke his leg, had never tasted meat in his life, and that you conse- 
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juefitly are huipbly disposed to attribute the fracture to the, ^H.wfiiiph 
he had from hit horse, rather than to animal diet, But you are, grossly jnis- 
takenjo think. you wffiget'off thus; for th^ genderaaj^s ancestors impru- 
dently indulgea in, the preter-natpral inclination for roast beef, and this 
was the 'sol? cause of the separation of the ends or the bone> You, may 
possibly express some surprise, how a glass of wine can occasion a poly* 
poJB of the nose, without producing any sensible derangement or incon- 
venience in other parts of the system,— but will soon be silenced by a 
cemin something called sympathy; and should you be so sloyir of an* 
ptthension as not to understand the meaning of the word from the 
sasrad, you will perhaps be referred to Mr. F/s pamphlet, where the ftjjj 
lowing explanation occurs : 

« A. man standing opposite to a, looking. g^ss throw* , the rays of %bt 
-0^,itsplane f su^ce, and the v gla^ throw*, then* d«*estty baciconohwix 
tJ^ua he see? lunjself \ bu* if there be any/ irregularity in the mirror it 
may throw certaiq of the rays . off at angfcs,, anil so cause another <pej* 
.son, string afar of to see tbif ,m^a J » sfra4».w* Thns-tbis second, por* 
sop rn^y. be^ajd to sympathise with theirs*.' • ' 

Now as there are many who demand an < 
die indication ojf out-of-the-way abilities, ai 
possessing, uncommon, abilities* answers e* 
themselves* we have no objection that 
changes oq this theme, provided they do i 
ranee tp assist ttyem. Our author deserve 
adapted the time of his song .to, the prais 
* apprehending that he will do mischief by this 
fear that more powerful arguments^ and mpi 
has employed, will be required to brjng ma? 
lion—- setting abstinence quite out of the qu 

regret we. perceive, that intoxication may be producec} npt oply by, fer* 
mented liquors, from which Mr. F, mual^ be supposed tQ abstain altoge- 
ther, but by intemperate meditation on a,. darling byppthesisi w^nest 
the following paragraphs 

4 The drinking spirituous' and fermented liquors, together wijh n diet 
sj£ irritating 'food, arepractices which have beeto reprobated by the cpni- 
mon sense of all ages, ai injurious to the welfare or mankind, and which 
- the strictest physiological inquiry has shown to be the principal cause 
of tha^ combination of bodily and mental disorder, ' which exhibits itself 
un4er> every conceivable form oi human misery; which appears to be 
•WJ-Wl&W increasing) and which, in its twofold operation' ot destroying 
the. power of procreation, and subsequently the individual, must be 
f onrlem n ed as an evil which strikes at the root of existence; and which, if 
it should ever become universal, seems capable of cutting off man front the 
fiutt.Qftfceajrth*' 

Nor can we attribute to any thing but a similar sober inebriety his unit- 
ing with Dr. Lambe, in condemning that food as unnatural which* has 
keen deemed the reverse by five hundred millions of the human race and 
their forefathers for three thousand years past. ** 

V#L. VIII. $D 
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ArtXXIII. n#^rw/^^^r^G^/^, a Characteristic Catalogue of tho 
roost important modern English Publications on Theology, and other 
branches of Knowledge therewith connected : exhibiting on each , Work t 
the Opinions of the best Authors, and most respectable Reviews, to which 
Is prefixed an Essay on Reading, and the Choice of Books, 8vo. pp*- 
»0. Williams. 

CO great a variety of books, good, bad, and indifferent, have been pub* 
, Jished on every subject of moment, that the uninformed must be gready 
perplexed in fixing on such as they may require, either for profit or amuse- 
ment* To such of them as are desirous of laying out to the best advan- 
tage, the time and money that they have to bestow on books, a catalogue 
of the best authors in the different departments of science, literature, and. 
religion, specifying, with the greatest. brevity and perspicuity, their res* 
pective merits and defects, would be a most acceptable and valuable present. 
The catalogue before us, contains a mass of materials, drawn, generally, 
from good sources : the directions for the use of books, though very 
trite, are sound and useful ; while most of the books that are brought 
forward, havebeen sanctioned by public approbation. Still we cannot by any 
• means regard this catalogue, as supplying the desideratum we have af- 
~~* is good advice, is slo- 

mgruous melange ; be* 
Dr. Beattie, and Mr* 
Viestly and Mr. Her* 
?, ana the Edinburgh 
ities, instead of direct* 
• Or at least, he who 
is, may very well dia- 
» the author, whether, 
lis volume, it would 
he delivered in a fen> 
luld conscientiously re-. 
i in this case it is true, 
88 easy to make; but 



Art. XXIV* First Lessons in EngRsh Grammar, adapted to the Capacities 
of Children from Six to Ten Years old. Designed as an Introduction 
to the Abridgement of Murray's Grammar. Price 9d. .Longman. 

"HPHE first book which children make use of at school, is generally so 
•*• maltreated by their active little thumbs and fingers, that it becomef 
an unsightly object ^ven before they have half done with it. The second 
may, by suitable admonitions, be preserved, and it is desirable that it 
should ; less on account of the value of die book, than for the sake of lay- 
ing the foundation of a habit of no trifling importance, in case the pupil be 
destined to a literary career. The ■ first lessons * before us will furmsh a 
tunable -sacrifice for the safety of future volumes at a small expence, and 
we can confidently recommend them as containing quite as much informa- 
tion, as any teacher of discernment would wish to convey in a preliminary 
course. 
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Aut.XXV. SELECT LITERARY INFORMATION, 



*** Gentlemen and Publishers who have works in the press, l adllo6lig+ 
the Conductors of the Eclectic Review, by sending Information 
(post paid) of the subject, extent, and probable price of such works; 
which they may depend upon being communicated to the pubic, if 
consistent with its plan* 



Proposals hate been issued for a 
work entitled Bibliotheca Spenoeriana, 
era descriptive catalogue of the early 
printed books, and 0/ many important 
first editions in the library of George 
John Earl of Spencer, K. G. &c. &c. &c. 
accompanied with copioua-notes, plates 
to fac similies, and numerous appro- 
priate embellishments. By the Rev. 
T. F* Dibdin. This work is intended to 
"be a catalogue raisonneofthat portion of 
the above celebrated library, which com- 
prehends books printed in the fifteenth 
century, and. first editions of many dis- 
tinguished authors. It will be printed 
with a new type, in the best manner, at 
the, Shakspeare press, upon paper 
manufactured purposely for it, and no 
difference will be made in the press work, 
or quality of the ink, between the small 
and large paper copies. " In regard to 
the intrinsic value of these volumes, it 
is hoped they will be found deserving of 
the approbation: of the -public ; many 
rare aqd valuable ancient publications 
will, for the first time, be made gene** 
rally known, and the deficiencies, and er- 
rors of preceding bibliographers supplied 
and corrected, where found necessary. 
By means of fac similies , of types and 
cuts, a number . of books will be more 
satisfactorily 1 described than heretofore ; 
ar>a r consequently, will make a more 
lasting impression upon the memory of 
the reader. Of the extraordinary value 
of the library here described, it is hardly 
necessary to apprise the classical stu- 
N dent and collector. It is the wish of the 
noble owner, that a collection, which has 
been obtained at a very great expense, 
during a series of years, should be 
faithfully made known to the public* 
and if either bis lordship, or the public, 
experience any disappointment at the 
present attempt to carry such a wish 
into executiou, the author is exclusively 
■efponsible for sue* failure." 



It will be published in two volumes, 
super royal octavo, price to subscribers, 
51. 5b, fifty copies only will be printed 
on large paper at 121. 12s. each copy, 
the which latter are subscribed, this 
impression of the small paper wilt be 
limited to 500 copies. It is requested 
that letters post paid addressed to the 
Rev. Mr. Dibdin, sent either to Messrs. 
Longman and Co. Paternoster Row; 
Messrs. White and Cochrane, Fleet- 
street, London j or to Mr. Gatcb, Book- 
seller, Bristol. 

Mr. Arrowsmith has just completed a 
new map of Germany, in six sheets of 
double elephant, being tbe largest map of 
that empire ever drawn and published 
in England. 

The following arrangements hate been 
made for lectures at the Surry Institu- 
tion, in the ensuing season : Mr. Cole- 
ridge on the Belles Lettres, to commence 
on Tuesday, the 3d of November, and 
to be continued on each successive Tues- 
day. Mr. J. Mason Good, on the Philo- 
sophy of Physics, to commence on 
Friday the 20th of November, to be 
continued on each succeeding Friday. 
And Dr. Crotch on Music, to commence 
early in 1813. 

In the Press, American State Papers 
and Correspondence. ' 

Dr. Hutton is preparing a new and 
much improved edition of his Philosophi- 
cal Dictionary. 

Preparing for tbe Press, in one volume 
octavo, by John Mitferd, A. B. the 
Achillas of Stat i us, with the collations 
of several MSS. and some editions whose 
readings have not -been given before, 
particularly two very scarce ones be- * 
longing to Lord Spencer. This work is 
intended to be followed by the Thebais^ 
Speedily will be published a Greek 
Testament with GrieBbach's Text. It 
will contain copious notes from Hardy, 
Raphel, Kypke, Scbleusner, Rosenmul- 
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ler, tec. in familiar Latin, together with 
parallel passages from the Classics, and 
with references to Verger us for Idioms, 
and Bos for Elipses, 2 vols. 8vo. a few co- 
pies on large paper. 

The Elements of English Grammar, 
with numerous exercises, questions for 
«r*iliteatiofls,*»d itole*, ttr Iffe *hsPht 



the advanced rtwdent. B* the Iter* 
W. AUen, >faiterof lie Grammar 
Sbnoot, NewnuW. 



•iMr.'O. Towrfsena" of Trinity College, 

Cambridge, has at length finished his 

f Armageddon, 

expected to' be 

ex. 

:hprK)f Chris-, 
ems, fee. hat 
arrative Poems 
in the various 
it volume cons 
Sistersof the 

5S8. 

ill immediately 

Essay, in which 

nined ; and, by 

function in the 

psgan> .a foundation is laid for explaining 

its mechanism and the various phenor 

mena, upon principles hitherto unatp 

tempted. 

A small impression is reprinting 
with a new historical and biographical 
preface, of that extremely scarce book 
enticed A Spiritual and most preciouse 
JFerTe, teachynge all men to love and 
Unbrace the Crosse as a most swete and 
necessarye Tbynge ; with preface, &c. 
by Edwarde, Duke of Somerset, Uncle 
fq ftin$ Edward VI. It was printed ia 
toe year 15^0, and ah account of it mtfjr 
bo found in Walpoie's Royal and Noble 
Authors, tt is a curious fact that a 
considerable sum was offered some time 
ago for an old copy of this book by 
public Advertisement in one. 01 our 
Universities* A few copies will be taken 
off on large paper. 

Mr. Pavies has in great forwardness 
a fifth edition of his Treatise on Land 
Surveying, to which , will be added a 
supplement on conducting subterraneous 
Surveys, and a portrait of the Author, 
the whole being rewritten and newly 
arranged. 

In the Press, No. XVI. of the Gentle* 
man's Mathematical Companion for 
1813. 

, The eighth volume of the General 
Biography in 4to. by Dr. Aikin, the Rev. 



T. Morgan, and others, is going to Press,, 
and the nintji, to complete the work, will 
follow with all convenient speed. 

Mr. Picquot has prepared a new 
treatise on Geography, in which Antient 
Geography is included. 

A new edition of the Life x of 'Tfi. erliU, 
Orarnamed AmSrbsius,) 'fnoluding ail tits 
eurldns pfoimetie* and ^tbVtcalj&re- 
nmcttens,frTWm tHe*Wign OfBWftefttf^Hing 
Charles* is* in the 1 Press. 

Mr. frey is aboOt to publish his He- 
brew and English Grammar, and a Dio- 
' tionary in two parts ; the first containing 
all the primitives and derivatives hi the 
Hebrew and Ohaldato languages, with U 
{Attn and English translation, and* the 
second the principal words in Latin ant 
English, with a Hebrew translation. 

The late Mr. &idlbe¥land»s Defence of 
the Christian 'Religion, is about to he 
republished in a Sett and convenient 
form. 

The Rev. R. Clatke has in tfce Press, 
Prophetic Records of the Christian Era, 
sacred, moral, and political ; in a chro- 
nological series of striking and "singular 
anticipations of the future state of 
Christendom, indicating the near ap- „ 
proaebmg. period of universal peace, &C 
Dr. Pritehard of Bristol, will shortly 
publish the first volume of Researches* 
into the History of the Human Kind, and 
the Nature of its Physical Diversities. 

Mr. Lovell, Building Surveyor, Hun- 
tingdon, is preparing; far the Press, * 
New System of Duodecimal Arithmetic; 
every example worked ! at length, wim 
tables for finding the value of ant 
number of feet and inches, yards an* 
feet, &c. 

The Rev. S. Barrow will shortly pnV 
}isb, in a duodecimo vorame, "Sermons 
for Schools; containing one Ibr eV&V 
Sunday in ttieyear, and IrorMOhflshtiai- 
day, ecc. of lengths and on subjects 
adapted to young persons; selected auft 
abridged from Hortie, Blair, Gislbbrn*, 
Pdrteus, sec. lee. 

Mr. Newton Bosworthhas in the Press, 
Accidents of Human life. 

Mr. Dickinson, thirty years an acting 
magistrate for the counties 6f Nottins> 
ham and Lincoln, has in the Press, A 
Practical Exposition of the Law letotrvV 
to the office and duties of a Justice of 
the Peace, continued to the erid of 
Trinity Term 52 George lit 

Mr. Johnson, Sarjgeoh m *hc Ro^sl 
Navy, is printing, m an octavo vbhmW, 
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en Essay on tfic Influence of Tropical 
Climates, more particularly the climate 
of India, on European const iWioris ; the 
principal effects intioced thereby, with the 
Ineaos of obriating and removing them. 

M. Bonilly, ■ author of Contes a ma 
Fille, will shortly publish Conseils a ma 
|ille. consisting of tales, chiefly 
founded on facts; intended for the. 
senior classes in schools. A translation 
of tne work is preparing for the Press. 

- A gentleman of the University of 
Otfford is preparing for the Press a 
Splendid edition of Martyn's Eclogues 
of Virgil, with thirty-seven coloured 
plates of botauica] subjects. 

Mr* John Bellamy will nut to t»r4ss, 
is soon as a sufficient number of dories 
are subscribed, to defray the expense,—- 
The Fallof Deism, wherein the objec- 
tions of the ancient and modem derate 
■gainst the Old and New testaments, 
daring the last sixteen hundred years, 
from Porphyry and Celsus, d6wn to 
Spinoza, Hobbes, Bolhigbroke, Morgan, 
Voltaire, Tindal, and Paine, are ans- 
wered, By a strict adherence to the ftte- 
ral sense of the Hebrew language. The 
Work will be baridsomeiy printed and 
hftriressed, in octave, pride in Doards, 
11.4s. 



Nearly ready for publication, Popular 
Romance, containing Voyages Imagi- 
naires, in one volume, super royal octavo* 
forming a fourth to Weber's Tales of the 
East , 

In the Press, Elements of Agricultural 
Chemistry, in a course of lectures deli- 
vered before the Board of Agriculture, by 
Sir Humphry Davy, LL.D. and See, 
ft, S 

In the Press, an Historical View of the 
Domestic Economy of Great Britain and 
Ireland, from the earliest to the present 
times, with a comparative estimate of 
their efficient strength, arising from their 
popularity, and. agriculture, their manu- 
factures, and trade, in every age, a new 
edition, corrected, enlarged, and con- 
tinued to 1812, by George Chalmers, 
F R. S. S. A, author of Caledonia, and 
of the Considerations on Commerce, 
Coins, and Circulation. 

Mr. W. 
the Press, £ 
Study of th< 
illustrative s 
the Latin of 
late professo 
(al languaj, 

HaUe, together with a memoir of the 
author, critical nates* etc* 
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ANTIQVITIBS* 

gpecinreos of the Arcfcitectntal Anti* 
qnities af Norfolk,, (ten -mimtierf). Vf 
J. S. Cotman, Not. I. andil. toHo, frM 
14s. each. 

BIOGRAPHY, 

Hie Xife and Administration of Car- 
dinal Wolsey; with an appendix; con- 
taining, beside many curious public 
documents, private letters of Charles V s , 
Francis I* Henry V til, Margaret Queen 
cjf Scotland, Qneen Katheruie. Ann 
Builen, Clavin Douglass, the ^cotish Poei^ 
and several ottyer illustrious personals 
of that age. &y John Gaty, 4to, %\ f lb. 
boards, a few copies on royal paper, price 
91 3s. . 

Memoirs of Mr. Thomas Atkins, late 
of New Street, Cough Square, London* 
By the Eey. £. Bock, price Is. ■ 

the Rev. J. Prey's Iterative, the 3d 
edition, »i. W. 



Hooker's Monograph of the Britism 
JupgersnannlH, No. V. *to. 7s* 60. fbtid, 
price 128. sewed. 

CLASSICAL A*D BHMblCAl. . 

Thfe Ofosstdal Jewowl, He. X*. Mr 
^t«nberyl819, 60. 

Bngtisfj ftanstallioris of four cotnedrei 
of Aristdphanes, from the orfetnal Greek?, 
with note*, vt*. the Clouds, by ft. Com* 
bertatftf, fesq. ; the ftutitis, hy ft. Fleftfc 
i%, £scj. and thn *ev. Mr. Youftg; tits 
Frogs, by C. Dunster, M. A, 5 and 4hfc 
BrTds, Wm Ttfetefer of One of the' "Unffer- 
sttles. To form ene . Voterme 6ct*vd\ 
jpmtedty A. J. Vafwy, Too*©'* Court, 
Chancery &*e* for lAckmgtc*» Atte* 
and fjo. Fin'toiii? d^uarn, price As. 

%* This volume will be qoiokr> 
followed by an English version of the 
following four Pfcrys, vis. the AcbaiU 
aians, the Wasps, the KaighK and the 
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Peace To be executed upon the same 
plan with the Birds. 

Collation of an Indian copy of the 
Hebrew Pentateuch, with 'preliminary 
remarks, containing an exact description 
of the manuscript, and a notice of some 
Others, (Hebrew and Syriac) collected 
by the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, D. D. 
in the year 1806, and now deposited in 
die Public Library; Oam bridge; also a 
Collation and Description of a MS. roll 
of the Book of Esther, and the Magillab 
of Ahasuerus, from the* Hebrew copy 
originally extant in* Brazen Tablets at 
Goa, on the Malabar Coast, with an 
English translation. By Thomas Yeates, 
late of the University of Oxford, price 
9s. boards, *to. 

A Sketch of the Greek Accidence, ar- 
ranged in a manner convenient for Trans- 
cription. By means of which learners 
tnay be assisted in committing it to me- 
mory. By J. Hodgkin, price 3s. 6d. 

Tirgilii| Maronis Opera, seenndam 
Heynii textom, 18mo. 4s. boards. 

'The Constancy of Israel, an unpreju- 
diced illustration of some of the most 
important texts of the Bible, or a pole- 
mical, critical, and theological reply to 
a public letter, by Lord Crawford, ad- 
dressed to the Hebrew nation, written 
without prejudice, by Solomon Bennett, 
native of Poland, and professing the 
arts in fcondon, octavo, boards, price 7s. 

SSUCATTOtf. 

Comparison between the Idioms, Ge- 
snue, and Phraseology of the French and 
.English Languages, by .W. Dnverger, 
12 mo. price 5s. bound* ... 

Rose and Emily; or, Sketches of 
Youth. 'By Mrs. Roberts, auu.or of 
If oral Views, 12mo. 5s. 6d. boards^ 

Five hundred Questions on Murray's 
^Grammar, ami Irving* Element* of 
Composition ; by James Adair, Is, 
. A Brief View of the respective CWma 
M J)r. Bejl and Mr. Joseph Lancaster, 
9y the Rev. J* M. HoUingswortb, A. M, 
wd. • ■ .-.*■'.'•.' 
. The Reciter j a work adapted to the 
ate of schools; consisting of nieces 
Moral, religious, and sacred, in verse and 
prase, selected' and elassed on a new 
plan. By the Rev. Edward Ward, M. A, 
f vols. 12mo. 7s. boards* . . 

J IKt A*TS. 

Landscape jaimel* ia a Series ef 



Progressive Studies. By W. M. G*ais> 
No. III. price 6s. 6*d. 

Part II. containing 24 views, of the 
Architecture, Antiquities, and Land- 
scape Scenery of Hindostan. By Mess. 
Thomas and William Danlell, reduced 
from their fofio edition of the same work, 
and carefully copied under their direc- 
tion. The Views, it is intended, shall 
follow in the same order as they appear- 
ed in the folio edition, and when com- 
pleted will be, comprised in 3 volumes/ 
containing in the whole 150 prints, imp;, 
•to. 31. 3s. boards. 

OEOGSArHT. 

A New Military Map of Spain and 
Portugal, compiled from, the nautical 
surveys of Don Vincent Tofino; the 
new provincial, maps, of Don Thomas 
Lopez i the large map of the Pyrenneee, 
by Ronssill, and various original docn*. 
ments. On twelve large sheets, each 
two feet 6 inches by two feet two inches. 
Price 31. 13s. 6d. and in a case, or oa 
rollers, 51.5s. 

Alcedo's (Cel, Don Antonio De) Geo- 
graphical and Historical Dictionary of 
America and the West Indies. ByO.A. 
Thomson, Esq. 5 vols. VoL L and II. 
4to. 21. 2s. each, boards. 

Adams's Astronomical and Geogra-* 
phical Essays, 6th edition. By W. Jones, 
8ro. 12s. boards. 

The fourth volume of a* complete 
System of Ancient and Modern Geogra- 
phy. By James Playfair, D.D. containing 
Germany, Poland, Prussia, GrsBcia»stnd 
Turkey in Europe, with seven large 
•, ito.21.2s. 



Chronological Retrospect, or Memoirs 
of the principal Events of Mahemmedan 
History. By Major D. Price, 4to. VoL II, 
price 21. 10s. boards. 

A Narrative of the Campaigns of the 
Loyal Lushanian Legion, under Brig. 
Gen,. Sir R. Wilson, Kl M. T. and K. 
T. S. with some account of the military 
operations in the Peninsula, during the 
years 1609, 10, II, By Colonel Mayne, 
K» A. 8vo. 9s. 

The-History of the WaWenses, con* 
nected with a sketch of the Christian 
Church, from the birth of Christ to the 
eighteenth century. By Willmm Joneti 
8vo. 12s. a few copies on ftne paper* 
15s. 
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/GoldstnithY History of Greece, 11th 
edition, 1 volt. 8vo. price 14s, boards, 

JtfftllrtUDINCB. 

^ Observations on a Trial by Jury, -par- 
ticularly on the unanimity required in the 
verdict By John Longley, Esq. Svo* 
ls.6d. 

Reports of Cases argued and adjndsred 
ia the Court of King's Bench, 3d. edition. 
By Sir James Burrows, Knt 5 vols. 8vo. 
price 41. 16s. boards. 

Law of label, with a general history of 
this Law. By F. L. Holt, Esq. royal 8vo. 
price 12s. boards. 

A Treatise on the British Constitution. 
By the Rev. E. Marshall, 870. price 7s. 
hoards. 

MATHEMATICS* 

Tracts on Mathematical and Philoso- 
phical Subjects, comprising, among nu- 
merous important articles, the theory of 
bridges, with several plans of recent im- 
provement. Also the result of numerous 
experiments on the force of gunpowder, 
with applications to the modern practice 
of artillery^ By Charles Button, LL. D. 
#. R. S. &c. 



The Works of Br: Robertson, with an, 
Account of his Life, by Dugald Stewart,. 
F. R. S. Edin. 12 vols, 8vo. price 41.^1 6a> 
boards* 

Traits of Nature, by Miss. Burner, 2d 
edition, 4 vols. 12mo» price 11. 8s. bds» • 

The East India Register and Direc** 
tory, corrected to. August 12mo* price 
8s. sewed. 

Ane Oratioone, set forth be Master. 
Quintine Kennedy, Commendatour of 
Corsraguell, ye «eir of Gode, 1561* 
black letter* from i the- original MS. m 
the Anohioleck Libsary> small quarto, 
Is, 6d. sewed. •» > : 

National Anecdotes, - with English 
proverbial say jogs and maxims. Ignw 
price 5s. boards. .» ; > \ \ 

Hints on the Laws and Cus&om&of, A/kr 
cient and Modern Nations, 12mo. price: 
5s. boards. 

Romeo and Juliet Travesty, in three* 
acts, 12 mo. 4s. boards. 

A Modern Catalogue, of Books, with; 
their sizes and prices, containing the 
books tbet have been published in Lon- 
don, and such as have been altered in 
size and price since the publication of 
the London Catalogue of Books,. 18U, 
to the present time, or from Aug. 181 1* 
to September 1812, 8vo. Is. 3d. 



Cases of Apoplexy and Lethargy, with 
observatbos upon the comatose dis- 
eases. By J. Cheyne, M. O. illustrated 
by engravings, 8vo. 8s. boards. 
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Art* I. Observation* on the Character, Custom*, and Superstitions of 
the Irish, and on some of the Causes, nohkh have retarded the moral 
and political Improvement of Ireland, By Daniel Dewar. 8ro* pp. 354*. 
Price 10s. 6d. Gale and Curtis. * 1812. 

\4 ANY of the books, published in tbis Protestant country, 
are works of supererogation, which, according to our: 
critical creed, are neither necessary nor meritorious ; neither 
required of the Authors by their duty to the public, nor com- 
pensating in any degree for the time mispent in writing or 
reading them* Indeed, w$re the publication of books re- 
stricted to those m which utility or excellence were pre- 
dominant, one of the most extensive and flourishing manu- 
factures of this kingdom would be reduced within a small 
oompass, and monopolized by a few hands, — small and few 
comparatively, we mean; for still there would be books 
enough composed and circulated to delight and instruct the 

E resent age, and to increase by a large bequest the in* 
eritance of posterity. But as, in this free country, every 
man has the right to make as great a fool of himself as he 
pleases, provided be does it at bis own expense-— and pub* 
fishing a silly book being one of the readiest and most 
effectual, though not one of the least expensive, modes of 
doing this— thousands are tempted thus to expose themselves 
to the compassion of their intelligent friends, and the neglect, 
if not the scorn,, of an inflexible public. For, however dazzled 
or deceived at first, by a meretricious appearance or plau* 
sible pretensions, in the end the public, by its voice or by 
its silence, judges rightly concerning every performance in 
literature, that has had the fortune to obtain notoriety. It 
is true, that, with die multitude of ephemeral productions, 
&my a volume, ia which utility ana excellence arc pre- 
VoLVIlI. #B 
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dominant, falls into early oblivion ; but though this' seems 
hard upon the authors, it arises, not from want of discernment 
or generosity in the public, but from the very nature of 
things. Jt is the common lot of man, in every ordinary 
walk of life, that his good works should be known but to a 
few, and receive even from these only transient and lukewarm 
applause. As for his follies, especially in literature, happy 
is he who sees all his efforts to blazon them miscarry, and 
who in spite of himself escapes disgrace by escaping notice. 
Transcendant talents alone are not sufficient to command 
attention. They must be eminently favoured by adventitious 
circumstances in the rank or situation of the possessor, or 
they must be luckily employed on subjects of universal 
interest, before they can attract universal admiration ; nay, 
with all these advantages, they frequently fail of securing 
that success which they seem to merit. It cannot be other- 
wise. Is there a man living in this kingdom, — is there a 
reviewer, even in bis plural capacity, who reads all the books 
that issue from the press ? No, certainly. We go further, 
and ask, Is there a man, or a reviewer, who reads every 
work published, that deserves to be read) Probably not 
It depends, therefore, on circumstances beyond the power 
of an author, whether, having done his best to merit a 
hearing, and having merited it, he can obtain one from & 
sufficient number of judges, who have authority with the 
public, to recommend him to general perusal. And if io 
his own age he fail to acquire the due reward of his labours, 
there is little hope that his name will be revived and honoured 
by posterity; since it is almost certain, that, in. every genera- 
tion others, as meritorious as himself, will arise, who may 
jabour as well and as unsuccessfully as he. Many works of 
genius and learning perish before their authors ; more follow 
them to the grave; yet, after all, posterity is deprived, by 
the injuries of Time, of little that would have eminently 
benefited it. There is no reason to believe that the com- 
positions of one poet, equal in rank to Homer, Virgil, or 
Milton,, have been lost in times past : every civilized ag? 
has its poets of the second order, who necessarily attract 
faiost ot the admiration of their contemporaries, without ' 
injustice pr disparagement to those of the same rank who 
preceded them, and whose fame, having passed the full* 
gradually wanes till it is extinguished, never to be re* 
newed. 

We have been led quite out of our intended course by 
following these vanishing lights, and we must abruptly 
return to the thought, that suggested the first sentence in 
this article. We meant to. have added, that when so many 
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Works of supererogation, as we have termed them, are 
published, it is no mean recommendation of a new book to 
say, that it is what it professes to be; and this character we 
can fairly give to the volume before us. On the first page it 
is briefly and modestly called " Observations on Ireland ;" anc\ 
Do reader will be disappointed in the perusal, who does not 
•it down with unreasonable expectations, voluntarily excited, 
and by no means warranted by the unassuming appearance* 
plain title, and sensible introduction of Mr. DewarY 
Work. 

To trace the circumstances that form national character, 
is one of the most curious and entertaining inquiries, that 
can be pursued in the history of man ; though, after all the 
definitions that may be given of the moral and physical 
complexion of a people, the individuals who compose it 
yary so much from each other, by personal characteristics, 
which are more distinct than national ones, that it is im- 
possible, with language, so to describe an Englishman, a 
Scotchman, or an Irishman, that a stranger of another 
country, meeting with all three, could discriminate between 
the one and the others, — though a person, habitually ac~ 

Siainted with the several nations, would easily do it. Be 
is as it may, there is such a thing as national character; 
and no reader of history ever thinks of the Jews, the Greeks, 
the Romans, or the Goths, without having formed in his 
mind an idea of each, so identical, that he distinguishes these* 
four kinds of people as easily asunder, as in memory he 
distinguishes any four persons whom he has formerly known. 
Mr. Dewar's first chapter is *' on the character of the 
Irish." There are three classes of people in the Island; 
greatly differing from each other in genius, manners, customs, 
and dispositions ; agreeing only in one point — to love their 
country above every other on the face of the earth. The 
native Irish, nearly resemble the Highlanders in language 
and temper, and heartily hate the other two classes of 
inhabitants as tyrants and intruders. The Anglo-Hibernians, 
or English colonists, though proud of being Irishmen, are 
full of prejudice against the aborigines of the country, 
whom they scorn and despise with hereditary pride and 
ignorance. The descendants of the Scotch Settlers, who 
emigrated to Ulster in the reign of Charles II. are, like their 
countrymen wherever dispersed, a sober, industrious, and 
thriving race. Of each of these kindreds Mr. Dewar give* 
a clear account, but particularly of the most interesting— 
the native Irish, who are by far the most numerous, neglected, 
and miserable of the three: indeed in the course of his 
volumes when he speaks of " the Irish," be means thqm. Thft 

*E2 



Digitized by 



Google 



lAs Dewar's Observations on Ireland. 

following etcerpts from his large detail wM shew the c6m* 
ponent features of the character of these aborigines. 

« Hirre is no mark by which the Irishman (always recollecting that 
by this I mean the original race of the country,) is more distinguished 
than tnguuitivcness. lie will walk miles with yon to discover where yont 
Come from, where you are going, and what is your business ; he will" 
appear merry to make yon frank, and perfectly untutored and simple, with 
a design constantly, ip view. 9 p. 96. 

* An inquisitive turn of mind is generally accompanied with some 
degree of thoughtfulnesa. A Highlander is both inquisitive and thought* 
fill, so is an Irishman ; though I am inclined to think, that he has not 
got quite so much of the pensive philosopher in his nature. He can much 
more easily become jocular than a Highlander ; nor is he so apt to make 
those moral reflexions on the common incidents of life. The latter has a 
degree of tender melancholy in his disposition which influences most of 
his habits of thinking; whereas the former, though far from being desti- 
tute of melancholy, is not subject in the same degree to its controul. * p. 29. 

* Acuteness and shrewdness aie also qualities which strongly mark th£ 
Irish character; and yet these valuable qualities are often concealed by 
that appearance of simplicity, and that blundering precipitancy which so 
mightily amuse every stranger. Indeed, these last dispositions seem not 
very compatible with any extraordinary quickness of apprehension, and 
itaight lead one to suppose, Were it not for the most undeniable evidence to 
the contrary, that it really had no existence. But let any one converse 
with an Irishman on any subject that is not altogether beyond his under- 

" rewd though unlettered, and not quite 
ects uninformed ; possessing a wonder- 
an equally singular talent for acute and 
its when found in a person educated and 
8 case they generally are, with a bril- 
the happiest effect, and form a •character 

as a very pjtofhfrient part of this chfw 
jhlarider must often go firom home ; he 
must go in search of that bread wmch his country denies him, but he can 
never forget the cottage of his early years : whether in the east or west* 
though even boned amid the ignorance and vice of St Giles's, the lovely 
valley in which fee first began to live, and the green hills of his native isle, 
with ajl the soft and endearing associations which they awaken, never 
cease to warm his imagination, nor, to his latest hour, do they depart 
from his memory. The wild and simple strains which first delighted 
him in the cabin, while* they sooth his sorrows in a foreign clime, 
cherish his fondness for home, by exciting the teaderest and most 
delightful sympathies of the hdman heart.' p. 81. 

' This extreme warmth, of affection, this strong attachment to 
kindred, is very compatible with some degree of turbulence or even 
ferocity. Of the truth of this rerhark, the following anecdote affords 
a beautiful illustration : It is recorded in Leland? History of Ire- 
land, Under the reign of Henry die Sixth. O'Connor, the tttrbufefl! 
Irish chieftain of OTally, had alarmed the deputy by an toitfcd llrt» 
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the district of Kildare. He was surprised by Fitz-Eustace, and hia 
troop pot to the rout. The chieftain, in endeavouring to escape from 
liis pursuers, Ml from his horse ; his son, the companion of his dan- 
ger, stopped and remounted him ; but unhappily the father fell a se- 
cond time to the ground. A generous contest was now commence^ 
between the father and son, which of them should be resigned to the 
mercy of the enemy. The youth urgently pressed his father to take 
)his horse, to leave him to his fate, and to seize the present moment 
of providing for his own safety. The father obstinately refused i 
.commanded his son to fly, and was quickly made prisoner.' p. 35. 

* In this short sketch of the character of an Irishman, I cannot omit 
lidelity to friends as a component part* It is the more necessary to 
make this remark, since this quality has sometimes been denied him/ 

* It is also said, that the Irish are deceitful; that notwithstanding 
ajl their promises, they will betray a friend to serve themselves ; and 
this is held forth as the general character of that people. No opinion 
con be more contrary to truth. Let them only be convinced* that you 
are their friend, ana they will never forsake you ; they will do their 
utmost to serve you. Were it necessary, I could refer to many instances 
in support of this assertion.' pp. 36. 37. 

' From fidelity to friends, %he transition is easy to hospitality. The 
hospitality of the Irish, like that of the Scottish highlanders, is pro- 
verbial ; and never surely has a stranger visited the neighbouring isle, 
without having had satisfactory proofs of it. The poor labourer, who 
has only potatoes for himself and his children, will give the best jp 
his pot to the guest, from whatever quarter he may come: he be- 
stows his simple fare with a kindness that has often delighted me. 
Unlike the peasants qf some other couptries, who frown at the wan- 
dering intruder, he seems to feel a real pleasure in giving food tg» 
the hungry ; he gives the hearty welcome of his country to all who 
approach his humble cots— <eif4 nrik faibe duit*. At first I thought 
that this might be the form of salutation, on extraordinary occasions $ 
but when I found that man, woman, and child, shouted ceud mil} 
faille duity to every visitant, and even to every beggar, 1 felt rather 
astonished.' p. 38. 

* I must advert to that susceptibility of gratitude and resentment, 

to observable in the Irish. They are rather* prone to extremes in 

their prepossessions or their antipathies, their love or their hatred. 

They have no idea of the heartless neutrality of indifference, of the 

frigid torpor of insensibility ; and it is with difficulty, they can mail* 

tain that equanimity of mind, which accords with the happy medium 

of moderation. They are ardent and high spirited; and though nojk 

80 proud as Highlanders, they have got all their impetuosity. No 

people in the world can be made better friends, and it is not easy 

to conceive of worse enemies. They have got some vanity, and they 

paay be flattered ; they possess warm affections, and they may very 

easily be secured; but they have a degree of resentment that will not 

puffer them yrith impunity to be injured or insulted.' p. 41. 

? v..i i ,ff «,.» iw 1 .*,, ; - ' V-. • ' . • . ) ■ ,.! m [ .." 

* A hundred thousand welcomes* 
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In bis second chapter, Mr. Dewar draws] an able cant- 
parison between the Highlanders and the Irish, much to the 
•advantage of the former, but only so in consequence of the 
greater privileges enjoyed by them under their native chief- 
tains, and the abject state of bondage and wretchedness, 
in which the latter have been held by the oppression of their 
English lords. The Highlander and the Irishman are both 
of one stock, but the. Irishman grew on the sunless side of 
the tree, and soured and hardened in the wind, while the 
Highlander ripened in the light and warmth of day. Of 
the degradation of the Irish under English tyranny, the fol- 
lowing passage gives horrible and affecting proofs. 

< They, (the Irish) since the period in which their country was 
first invaded by the English, became subject to the perpetual annoy- 
ance of enemies, by whom they ' were viewed as an inferior order of 
beings, and by whom, therefore, they were treated with injustice and 
cruelty. They soon learned to exercise the same ferocity on a peo- 
ple by whgm they were slain with impunity; at least, who paid a 
very inconsiderable fine as the price of their life. They adopted a 
mode of reasoning certainly not illogical, and which seems to have 
been followed by most other nations in their circumstances. They 
were oppressed and plundered by a band of adventurers, who rendered 
their superiority in military skill only subservient to the destruction 
of an inofFending people j they naturally concluded, therefore, that every 
means by which they could extirpate such tyrants, or by which they 
could inflict that justice which their crimes had merited, and for which 
the English laws made no provision, was not only lawful, but highly 
patriotic and expedient. Hence their judgment and feelings were in 
- feome degree perverted ; hence the shocking atrocities and violations 
of solemn engagements with which, towards their enemies, they have 
been 'chargeable ; and hence the ferocity which their character must 
necessarily have assumed, from the perpetual scenes of carnage and 
of blood, of murder and of perfidy, in which they were involved? p*65. 

At page 75, there is a striking extract from Spenser's View 
of Ireland, written in the reign of Elizabeth, from which 
we shall copy the conclusion. Speaking of the Irish Bards, 
who in their strains exalted the banditti of their country 
into heroes, Spenser* himself a bard, who well knew how 
to sing the praises of heroes, says — 

* "As for words to set forth such lewdness, \% is not hard for 
them to give a goodly and painted shew thereunto, borrowed even from 
'the praises which are proper to virtue itself': as of a most notorious 
thief and outlaw, which had lived all his life-time upon spoils and 
robberies, one of their bards in his praise will say, that he was not 
one of the idle milk-sops that was brought up by the fire-side ; and 
-that most of his days he spent in arms and valiant enterprises: that 
he did never eat his meat, before he had won it with the sword i 
that he lay not all night slugging is a cabin under his mantle ; but 
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*s$8 commonly to keep others waking to defend their lives ; and did 
light his candle at the flames of their houses, to lead him in the 
darkness : that the day was his night, and the night his day : that 
he loved not to be long wooing of wenches to yield to him ; but 
where he came he took by force the spoils of other men's love, and 
left but lamentation to their lovers : that his music was not the harp, 
cor lays of love, but the cries of people and clashing of armour: 
and finally, that he died, not bewailed of many, but made many wail 
when he died, that dearly bought his death." ' p. 76. 

Mr. Dewar adds, that * the persons whom Spenser men- 
tions 9 as thieves and outlaws, ' were no doubt those who 
gloried in resisting the English Government. It is highly 
probable, however, that in the progress of time the whole 
•f his description may have been literally verified ; and that 
the mere disturbers of the peace, the banditti of the woods 
and mountains, assumed the praise, which is the legitimate 
reward of patriotism and virtue.' We have no doubt that this 
Was the case, and these poor barbarians were not less entitled 
to the prase they assumed for the virtue which they had 
not, than the Alexanders and Bonapartes, of ancient and 
modern times, who made kingdoms and empires, instead 
Of woods and mountains, the scenes of their enormities. 

In his chapter on the Irish language, Mr. Dewar informs 
us, that it is a dialect of the Celtic, between which and the 
Gaelic there is so little difference, that an Irishman andm 
Highlander can converse together easily. The number of 
people who speak this language, is said to amount to two 
millions, of whom all are incapable of understanding a 
continued discourse in English. This is an important, tad, 
and much of the force of Mr. Dewar's arguments on the 
ignorance and misery of the Irish, as well as those that 
refer to the best means of enlightening their minds and 
ameliorating their conditions, depends on the establishment of 
it. The calculation was made, on the most accurate ground* 
that could be taken, by Dr. Stokes, the author of a pamphlet 
on the Necessity of publishing the Scriptures in the Irish 
language, but supposing it to be overrated by five hundred 
thousand, there still remain a million and a half of natives, 
who understand no tongue but the Irish. ' Now? sayj 
Mr. Dewar, ' the established Church has made no provision 
whatever for this population ; t/iere is not one of its ministers 
who preaches in this language. .... It is true most of these 
are Roman Catholics. Are they not forced, however, to 
remain in the bosom of the Roman Church? Their priests 
give them that instruction in the venerable tongue of their 
lathers, which the protestant teachers have always (Jeoied- 
them/ 
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In his observations on some parts of thehisiory of Ireltod, 
Mr. Dewar shews, that she has been a great sufferer, since 
the conquest of the isl%pd by Henry 11^ from a series of 
wanton injuries, a continuance of studied neglect, and 
an accumulation of penal statutes, that folly account for 
the humiliated state of the people. Ireland has no history 
of her own, except the fire-side tales of her aggravated 
wrongs, and he r impotent revenge. She has been a conquered 
and enslaved province of the British empire, not an in- 
corporated part of it, enjbying its freedom, its triumphs, its 
glory and its welfare, though furnishing, in all ages, an 
abundant proportion of the soldiers, who acquired and se- 
cured by their blood those unparalleled blessings. 

The Reformation, that did so much for other countries, 
to which it found way, has done little for Ireland. It was 
principally by the circulation of the scriptures among all 
classes of the people, that the primitive Reformers were 
enabled to triumph ; it was by the word of God, ' quick and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword', that they 
went forth ' from conquering to conquer.* in Ireland that 
sword of the Spirit has scarcely been wielded. To nearly one 
half, of the population it is still in the Roman scabbard. 
The gospel itself, in Latin, to those who understand nothing 
but Irish, can never be the * power of God to salvation.' It is 
not pretended^ by the most zealous champions of the inspired 
scriptures, that the unintelligible letter can enlighten the 
mind, and quicken the heart ; a revelation in an unknown 
tongue is no revelation to him that bears it; it is' as the 
murmuring of the wind, or the sound of waters. On the day 
of Pentecost, when the Spirit himself gave utterance to bis 
word, by the tnouths of the first preachers, it was by hearing 
€l every man in their own tongue, "wherein they were 'born* the 
wonderful works of God, that three thousand souls, of dif- 
ferent kindreds and nations, were cut to the heart, and cried, 
" Men an£ brethren, what shall we do?" Since that day, 
wherevernhe same word has been preached to die understand- 
ing and to the affections, it has produced the same alarm in 
the hearts of sinners, and put the same cry into their mouths. 
So it did ia England, and so in Scotland, at the period *of 
the Reformation; — so it would have done in Ireland, had 
the poor native there heard, u every man in his own tongue, 
wherein he was born", the wonderful works of God, revealed 
by his spirit in his word. Sir Henry Sidney, in the days of 
Elizabeth, pointed out to the Queen the necessity of pro- 
curing ministers and teachers, to instruct the -people of 
Ireland in useful and religious knowledge, through the 
natural medium of their own language. But though somft 
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thing* were done during that reign for the benefit of Iceland, 
the thing most needful was neglected. It is rational to 
presume, that if die scriptures had been published and ex* 

Eounded in Ireland as in other countries, the subsequent 
istory of the Irish people would have been as much more 
honourable to them than it has been, as the history of any 
nation that received the reformed doctrines has really been, 
Compared with the history of the same nation during three 
centuries of barbarism and superstition preceding. Wherever 
the word of God had 'free course 9 in Europe, it was glorified 
in the overthrow of popery : and, humanly speaking, its 
victory among the wild Irish would have been as certain and 
as signal, as k was among the fierce and bigoted Scots! 
Now when, instead of a day, we have an age of Pentecost,— 
when, if we may use so bold a form of speech, the gift of 
tongues is communicated to the Bible itself, and it is suc- 
cessively taught to speak every language under heaven, 
whither the servants of God are commissioned to carry 
it,— surely, in this age, to the poor in Ireland also will the 
gospel be preached. Indeed an edition of the new testament, 
of Bishop feeders translation, is now circulating among them, 

?rinted at the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
'he labour of circulating the scriptures can never be labour 
in vain ; Us success, therefore, in Ireland is sure, to an ex- 
tent which man must neither presume to define nor limit. 
What eafch the Lord ? " My word shall not return tint* 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 4t 
shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it" Isa. e. 55. v. 1 1. 
The sower never went forth to sow, but, though much seed 
might fall by the way side, on the rock, or among thorny 
wome fell on good ground, sprang up and bore fruit abun- 
dantfy. He is gone forth to sow in the unbroken soil of 
Ireland, and in due season the Lord of the harvest wiA 
gather a rich return of wheat into his garner. 

We have expatiated so' much here, that we may past 
slightly over the remaining contents of this volume, which 
merit the attention of our readers, ratber in the work itself 
than in any imperfect sketch which we might give of them; 
if we iad room. 

The chapter respecting English Laws aad Government in 
faelaod contains very little that is creditable to the wisdom or 
the justice «f this country. To the penal code, Mr. Dewar 
principally attributes the impediments to the progress of 
Knowledge among the people, and consequently infers the 
necessity of Catholic emancipation. On this popular theme 
he argues long, and well, and unanswerably. 7n summing „J 
up the auiyect Jbe xiges above his cqmmon tpne of sober ' 
reasoning. 
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. « In the present case, not merely the propriety but tlie necessity of 
fcpeedUy attending to the obligation, urges koejf on the attention. The 
.distracted state of Ireland demands it,— the prostrate nations of Eu- 
rope demand it*— the power and unprincipled ambition of the Tyrant 
demands it,— and Britain, amid the general - wreck with which she is 
surrounded— Britain, still raising her head amid the storm, and daring 
to be free/ demands it. — What infatuation ! while contending for our 
lives, our liberties, and for the consecrated land, dearer than all, which 
contains the ashes of our fathers, — in which are the sepulchres of 
those* patriots, and heroes, and legislators, who on the field or on 
the scaffold poured their blood, an oblation to that Freedom which 
their sons enjoy : — while the storm seems still gathering, and scarcely 
leaves in the destructive course through which it moves, one solitary 
land in which the remains of all that makes man like Him who 
made him, may obtain a secure asylum, shall we hesitate whether to 
mllow our brethren, our kinsmen, with the same privileges which we enjoy* 
to share with us the danger and the glory ot saving our country, or 
perishing amid her ruins r p. 62. 

One consequence, as well as a perpetuating caude, of 
the misery of Ireland, is the swarming population of degraded 
beings, cheaply supported on potatoes — content, from 
ignorance of better fare and nobler habits, to live on the 
coarsest food, and indulge muthout foresight or restraint 
that passion, which, in such a state of society, while it mul- 
tiplies the species, increases the sum of national wretched- 
ness. On this subject we must refer to Mr. Dewar's argu- 
ments and illustrations, in the eleventh chapter of this 
Volume, 

The " measures, which our author recommends for the 
improvement of Ireland, are, necessarily, education and reli- 
gious instruction, both in their own language* English 
schools have been established in many parishes, but it is 
not wonderful that the Roman Catholics, who hate the 
English language, as the language of Protestantism, should 
be prejudiced against institutions for teaching it, and pre- 
vent their children, as they have done in some instances, 
from attending them. Mr. Dewar, however, is confident 
that they would willingly hearken to instruction, communicated 
in their beloved language. He says, 

• I might perhaps be confounded, and even hesitate as to the truth 
of the opinion which I hold on this 1 subject, from the confident as- 
sertions of some Anglo-Hibernians, were it not that I have actually 
been in the west of Ireland, and have it in my power, from re- 
peated and continued observation, to form my judgement. Wherever 
it was announced that the scriptures would be read in the Irish lan« 
guage, crowds of catholics came to hear, who never, till then heard 
a protectant read the bible ; and I shall ever recollect the manifest 
pleasure with which they seemed to receive instruction, the seriousness 
and devotion, with whicto they listened. Those gentlemen who welt 
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pccurtomed to oppose every effort to enlighten the people otherwise 
than in the English tongue, who witnessed this singular scene, wen 
not only satisfied from that period of the fallacy of their notions* 
but of the indispensible obligation and necessity of pursuing that 
mode of instruction for which 1 always have contended. One of these 
gentlemen was once strongly opposed to this mode, from the idea that 
it would take much time and labour to teach them Irish; and that 
though the people could not understand English, yet it was useless 
to publish the Scriptures in Irish, since there were few who could 
read it. From the time to which I refer, however, he was of S 
very different opinion/ p. 12 1. 

We highly approve of Mr, Dewar's proposition, to 
instruct the Irish in ordinary learning and religious duties* 
by means of Highland preachers and schoolmasters. Be 
.the bigotry and prejudice of the priests what they may, and 
their tyranny over the consciences of their flocks as great as 
it has been represented, let the Scriptures, in their own 
tongues, be cast, like bread upon the waters, among the 
Irish people, and teach them to understand the voice thaf 
speaks to the eye, — teach them to read, — and the same effects 
will be found after many days, which, in every age, and in 
«very place, where the pure word of God has been received^ 
have accompanied its progress. The State, as well as the 
Church, is interested in this great and glorious work. 
The converted Irish will, not only cease to be Catholics, but 
they will cease to be rebels also. 6 A native Irishman, 
when he read, for the first time in his life, a New Testae 
ment, which a benevolent gentleman put into his hands, 
exclaimed, — " If I believe thus, it is impossible for me to 
remain a rebel. 1 " p. 139. 

On the whole, we may recommend Mr. Dewar's book t6 
pur countrymen, as the work of one who has taken pains 
to inform himself, before he presumed to instruct others, oft 
the subject of it. It is written in a middle style, seldom 
affecting rhetorical pomp, and seldom falling into meanness 
of expression. If the language has little elegance it has 
considerable strength, and jf its charms be few, its ordinary 
features are not repulsive. We have found, in two instances, 
a singular verb following a plural noun, which we take for 

S ranted are press.errors : p^ 9. " thie following observations* 
y professor Stewart, in one sentence expresses" &c. — p. 19. 
its effects on tlie national morals has been formerly noticed. 1 ' 

The sentiments throughout the volume are worthy of a 
man of enlightened mind, as well as of a Christian, zealous 
to promote the present and eternal welfare of his fellow crea- 
tures. We have only met with one passage, against which 
ipe are inclined strongly to protest. Speaking of Superstition* 
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{p. 11.) interfering with the prerogative of the magistrate, 
dictating to the sovereign and the senate, proscribing as 
heretics, and burning as infidels, all who do not adhere tQ 
its dogmas, Mr. Dewar, in the warmth of his indignation, 
is betrayed into the following inconsiderate expression : 
€ It is difficult to say, what greater curse heaven in its vorath 
can inflict on mortals !* Heaven cannot inflict the curse of 
Superstition upon mortals. Lucretius may be excused, for 
deriving Superstition .from above; those whp are better 
instructed, know that it springs from beneath, and that the 
Author of pure and undefiled Religion can never be the 
Author of a Vampire, assuming the form of godliness, b.ujt 
earthly, sensual and devilish in its nature. 

Art. IL A Description of the Collection of Ancient Terracottas in the- 
British Museum $ with Engravings, pp.46. 49 Plates. 4to. Price 
11. lis. 6d. royal 4to. 21. 1 2s. 6d. Sold at the British Museum, aad 
by G. and W. Nicol. ISM). 

TT is a remarkable circumstance, that the further we are re- 
moving from ancient times, the better acquainted we are he- 
coming, in various points, with their condition and operations. 
For instance, in consequence of the labours of a multitude of 
critical scholars, some of them indefatigable, some of theqt 
acute, some of them ingenious, and a proportion of them com- 
bining all these qualifications, we are now, it is presumed, 
much less remote from something like a certainty of what 
were really the words written by the authors of classical 
antiquity, than any of their former readers have been, since 
the times immediately subsequent to their appearance. From 
a comprehensive investigation and comparison of all the 
known remains of ancient history, and the exercise of a phi- 
losophical speculation on the collective testimony, we have 
unquestionably attained both a clearer knowledge of the trans- 
actions, and a juster estimate of the characters, of ancient 
nations than were possessed by our forefathers. Our pic* 
turesque view, also, if we jnay he allowed the expression, of 
the people of remote ages, has distiqcter lines and more 
vivid colours ; in consequence of liberal antiquarian research, 
and of fortunate discoveries, which have made us better ac- 
quainted with the structure of their abodes, their fortresses and 
their temples, with their weapons, their domestic utensils, their 
dresses, their ornaments. An immense number and variety 
of faithful memorials of their living economy have been drawn 
from masses of ruins, have been dug from the ground, and 
have been discovered in grand assemblages in subterranean 
cities. And the long rest of the dead has been disturbed, in' 
almost every quarter -of the world, by the curiosity of 
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Europeans to know all the circumstances of ancient in- 
humation. The verierable Tumuli on our own plains and 
hills have been opened ; and there is one most indefatigable 
investigator *, who has done more than any other man of the 
age, to finish the funereal part, but indeed not exclusively that 
part, of the picture, of the ancient inhabitants of this island, 
the view of whose rude memorials excites an interest hardly 
less solemn, because mingled with much more of the sense 
of darkness and mystery, than that inspired by the con* 
temptation of the magnificent monumental ruins of Greece 
and Rome. 

We might even add, that the physical state of the world 
in anctent times is, by a slow progress of discovery and 
speculation, becoming more known to us than it was to our 
ancestors, in consequence of the multiplied perforations of 
the strata nearest its surface, and the prodigious accumulation 
of fossil specimens of organic existence brought under the 
eager inspection of science. 

There is cause to be pleased at this augmentation of the 
knowledge of the past world. The greater certainty of history, 
and the greater weight and precision which will be given 
to whatever lessons are ordinarily reputed to be taught by 
history, will not be all the advantage. What would strike us* 
as a higher benefit is, -the peculiar and elevated solemnity 
which a weil~di*posed mind is made to feel, in beholding the 
Vision of the past world, while the shade that in a great measure 
veils it, is taere and there removing, or becoming more attenu-* 
ated, to disclose, though still in a gloomy and mystical light, 
some of its awful features. It may be hoped, perhaps, that such 
subjects of contemplation will somewhat aid the formation of 
a serious habit in the mind. They should naturally tend to 
prevent the thoughts from resting in dull and vulgar tran- 
quility 6ft the little ordinary matters df life, and excite them 
to a certain earnest expansiveness toward remoteness and 
sublimity. And we wish it might not be too sanguine to hope, 
that the solemnity and enlargement of mind, thus favoured by 
contemplations of the past world, would render it more 
susceptible of the influences from that other side,— futurity, ' 
Where views of still greater amplitude, solemnity, and sublimity, 
tfre presented to contemplation, also through a medium par- 
fiftlly -mysterious and obscure. 

Oil moral accounts, therefore, as well as in consideration of 
fbfe improvement or gratification of taste, we are much 
pleased with the efforts that are making for the recovery of 
the relics and almost lost vestiges of antiquity. We are glad . 

* Sir l^daard C. Hoare. 
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that a few exquisite remains of Athenian art have been savef 

and brought to this country, that we have gained some of 

the removable memorials of the ancient Egyptians, that some 

of the Roman Terracottas have been preserved for us so 

long in a dry well near the Porta Latina, that repositories 

have been filled from the houses of Herculaneum, that so 

many interesting monuments of the ancient Britons have 

been discovered on Salisbury Plain, and that the intelligent 

researches of future years will doubtless bring to light many 

more precious relics, in those countries especially where, at 

present, a barbarous government and state or society preclude* 

in great measure, the researches of artists and antiquaries* 

We are glad also that these treasures should be extensively 

made known to the public by means of accurate and elegant 

engravings, provided that it is not done in so very sump* 

tuous and exorbitant a style, as to preclude all but the de~ 

cidedly wealthy part of the community from participating kf 

the gratification and the knowledge. 

This fault is less chargeable on the present volume than oi) 
many contemporary or recent works. The Terracottas are 
engraved without any fanciful additions of superfluous de- 
coration. Fewer leaves, however, would have answered the 
purpose, without any diminution of elegance or effect, as 
several of those which have but one engraving, might with 
the utmost ease and propriety have admitted two, and se- 
veral of those that have two very small ones might have 
had four. The engravings bear the names of most of the 
principal artists of the day, present an agreeable variety of 
^styles, and are executed with very great beauty. The sub- 
jects are chiefly mythological* with a few that may be called 
romantic, such as those representing conflicts with griffins. 
Fauns, satyrs, victories, Cupids, and priestesses with offerings, 
make a conspicuous figure. There are several statues of 
Muses. 

Some of the Terracottas, to judge by these representations, 
indicate both a fine imagination and fine workmanship ; but a 
considerable proportion of them shew but a very subordi- 
nate proficiency in art. There is, particularly, a sort of 
dwarfish pettiness and insignificance of figure in many of the 
human and mythological personages*; and the brute figures 
(horses chiefly) have no merit of accurate delineation. There 
are however a few fine figures, and spirited attitudes of action, 
among the mythological agents. The exhibition is on tl\e 
whole vastly inferior to what we may expect to see, whpn we 
shall dave the Athenian bas reliefs represented in engravings. . 
After our account of the subjects of these performances, it 
mil be fair to confess, that our preceding moral speculation* 
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will rather slightly apply to such antique memorials. It 
is not, assuredly, from such subjects that we can expect to 
derive pensive sublimity to our musings. The only way in 
which they caii much interest our imagination, h as the 
actual remains of the decorations of the destroyed mansions, 
temples and tombs of a great people, whose splendour has 
been extinct for so many ages. 

The letter- press part of this elegant publication affords a 
brief description of each of the Terracottas, with generally 
an explanation of the subject, accompanied by references to 
the classic poets. The measure, in inches, is always men- 
tioned. The editor says, ' The bas-reliefs have been uo- 
floubtedly cast in moulds ; they were afterwards baked, and 
perhaps occasionally retouched by the graver. Of the designs, 
some are of Roman invention, hut the greater part of them 
appear to have been copied from the Greek artists.' — l All the 
statue? here engraved, one only excepted, were found about 
the year 1765, in a well which was completely dry, near the 
Porta Latina at Rome. A labourer, in digging red gravel, 
broke into the well, and discovered a heap of fragments of 
Terracotta. These fragments were purchased by Mr. Nolle- 
kens, who carefully joined the pieces together, and restored 
the figures nearly to their original state.* 

111 ■ ,...«■ .i n . n 

Art; III. An Inquiry into the Consequence* of neglecting to give the Prayer 
Book with tne Bible, interspersed with Remarks on some late Speeches 
at Cambridge, and other important Matter relative to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. By Herbert Marsh, D.D. F.R.S. MargareS 
Professor of Divinity. Fourth edition. 8vo. pp.51. Riving tons. 1812. 

Art* IV. An Examination of Dr. Marsh's " Inquiry relative to the British 
. and Foreign Bible Society," In a Series of Letters to the Reverend Dr. 
E. D. Clarke, Professor of Mineralogy in the University of Cam- 
bridge. By the Rev. William Dealtry, A.M. F.R.S. Fellow of 
Trinity College, and Examining Chaplain to the Bishop of Bristol* 
Second edition, corrected. 8vo. pp.124. Hatchard. 1812. 

Art. V. Threi Letters on the Subject of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society ; addressed to the Rev. Dr. Marsh, and John Coker, Esq. 
By the Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, Second edition. 8vo. pp. 5& 
Hatchard. 1812. 

Art. VI. The Excellency of the Liturgy, in foqr Discourses, preached 
before the University of Cambridge, in November, 1811. To which 19 
prefixed, an Answer to Dr. Marsh's Inquiry respecting " the neglecting 
to give the Prayer Book with the Bible/' By the Rev. Qharles Simeon, 
A.M. Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 8vo. pp. 170. Hatchard. 
1812. ' 

Art. VII. A Letter to the Right Hon. N. Vansittart, M.P. being an 
Answer to his Second Letter on the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and at the tame Time, an Answer to whatever is argumentative in other 
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Pamphlets which have been lately written to the same Purpose. Bf 
Herbert Marsh, D J). F.R.S. Margaret Professor of Divinity. 8to. 
pp.54. RiyingtOBs. 1812. 

Aft. VIII. Thoughts on the Utility amd Expediency of dm Plans proposed 
bu the British and Foreign Bible Society. By Edward Maltby, JJ.D. 
Prebendary of Leigbton Buzzard, in the Cathedral Church of .Lin- 
coln, &c. 8vb. pp. 64. Cadell and Davies. 1812. 

Art. IX. Observations, designed as a Reply to the u Thoughts" of Eh. 
Maltby, on the Dangers of circulating the whole of the Scripture* 
among the lower Orders. By J. WT Cunningham, A.M. Vicar of 
Harrow on the HOI, and late Fellow of St. John* s College, Cambridge, 
8v0. pp.67. Hatchard. 1812. 

TN resuming, after an interval of nearly two years, the subject 
of these pamphlets, it is natural to congratulate our readers 
on the triumphant progress of the noble institution to which 
they relate — on the increasing conviction, in the public 
mind, of its excellence and utility, on the temperate zeal 
and Christian charity which have been displayed in its 
defence, and on the manifest confusion, and almost acknow- 
ledged discomfitqre of its most determined adversaries. The 
Bible Society indeed is still assailed with objections ; but those 
that were formerly urged against it with so much imperii- 1 
nent dulness and illiberal absurdity, are entirely abandoned : 
they haVje been so thoroughly exposed, that their fondest 
abettors are at last heartily ashamed erf them. Frtte a com~ 
test which it never courted, the Society has reaped nothing 
but advantage, its purity, wisdom and importance haw been 
set in broad daylignt ; it has spread itself into every corner 
of the empire, and bfcs been hailed with rapture by all classes 
ef the community. That it should have been again attacked, 
is not semucfa a matter of regret as of wonder ; and if we once 
more draw the attention of our readers to the dispute, they 
willnot, we trust* impute to us the absurdity of entertaiti- 
ing any anxiety about the fate of the Bible Society. When 
popular objections have received a satisfactory refutation, 
fettle is to be apprehended from those that are' so subtle,' 
and * lie sb concealed from the public view/ that it is * diffi- 
cult to explain 5 them. As a matter of cariosity, however, 
it may not be uninteresting to kpow the utmost that learning, 
diligence, and ingenuity have been able to effect, in op** 
positioti to the plain conclusions of common sepse. We 
propose, therefore, after narrating, briefly, the progress and 
proceedings of the Bible Society since we last touched on 
the subject, to give a concise history of the present con- 
troversy, and to conclude with the examination of whatever^ 
is new or important in the objections now made to that jaftst 
magnificent charity. 
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Nothing, in modern times, has occurred of so extraordinary 1 
nature, as the wide and rapid spread of the British and, 
Foreign Bible Society. Within the two last years it has 
increased,- beyond all example, in its resources, its influence 
and its respectability; and has been augmented by upwards of 
seventy n^w A uxilifary Societies in the United Kingdom, at 
once the glory atid support of the parent stock, each in- 
heriting its characteristic features, each animated with the samG 
•pirit, each having in view the same grand object, and pursu- 
ing it with fhe same inflexible fidelity. Several new societies 
have been formed in the American States; and an Auxiliary SdW 
ctety has been established, with the concurrence of the supreme 

foveranvent, at Calcutta — from which, in conjunction with thfc 
torrespottding Committee, the greatest advantages are likely 
to result,, in facilitating the translation of the bible into the 
Oriental languages, and its extensive distribution over re- 
gions which have hitherto been the gloomy abodes of wretch- 
edness* afnd superstition. 

The number of the societies formed in aid of the original 
institution, affords, however, but an imperfect idea of its 
triumphs, Among the presidents and vice presidents of 
the new societies, will be found names of exalted rank; 
and distinguished' for talents and virtue. From the Auxiliary 
Societies, agato, numerous Branches have arisen, in therespec-* 
tive divisions of their districts, and these have been further 
extended by Bible Associations, which have for their object, 
to brtttg into afction the lowei* orders of the community, and 
circulate the scriptures among the poor, chiefly by their ow« 
agency. The Bible Society has seized the admiration, and 
triumphs over the hearts of men. All ranks and classes have? 
beeoibeaetflous* and efficient in this best of causes, and co-ope*' 
rate in it? with cordiality and affection ; and, the system, as one 
of its most eloquent advocates has remarked, presents a perfect 
ittbote/ co-respondent in plan, and united in harmony ; l a nobl© 
fabric, in which all the parts are combined for beauty and for' 
•trangth ; whose foundations are laid deep in the ground, an4 
whose turret*' sparkle in the skies;* 

In proportion as this institution has multiplied its autfiUa-' 
ifas*. and kindled the 26al of t'hfe nation in its favour, it has 
likewise enlarged 1 its pecuniary resources. The net receipts 
of the Society, for the two years, ending March 31, 18i0, ; 
amounted to noless a surfi than 68,000/. '—With this prodi- 
gious accession to its- funds, the Society has not been back* 
twtod to extending its operations. Dr. Marsh, indeed, who ha* 
been atfso much pains to warn the Ration of the dangers to 
boapprehended'from it* activity atlfome, has been at sttt* 
greater pains to lessen the merit of its foreign exertions,-*- 

VQk. VIII. * F 
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which he yet allows, * are productive of great *nd unmixed 
good.' (Inquiry, p. 19.) He has not, however, been able to 
show, that the Society itself pretends to have done more than 
it has actually accomplished. And if some of its friends 
have not been very guarded in expressing their admiration 
of its benevolent efforts, there is no more justice in turning 
such inaccuracy into matter o? censure, than there would be 
in reprehending Dr. Marsh for -all the absurdity and extrava- 
gance of the Society's enemies, with whom he makes common 
cause. The merit of translating the scriptures is certainly 
great : but he doubtless is entitled to no vulgar commenda- 
tion who makes the Word of God common, where it was pre 
viously barely accessible. If the infancy of the Bible Society 
render it impossible to lay much claim to the former kind of 
merit, it deserves extraordinary praise on account of the latter, 
Here it appears in its proper sphere, diffusing its influence for 
the healing of the nations. Besides upwards of 200,000 Eng- 
lish Bibles issued during the two years ending the 21st of Fe- 
bruary last, the Society has, in the same period, distributed 
more than 50,000 Bibles and Testaments, in English, Welch, 
Gaelic, Manks, Irish, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 
"Greek, Dutch, Dart ish, and German. These copies of the scrip- 
tures have been sent to all quarters of the world, and to the 
distressed of every description, to prisoners of war, to slaves in 
the West Indies, to the poor in workhouses and infirmaries, to 
criminals in gaols, and to the indigent in various parts of the 
old and new continents; and have been received with the 
liveliest expressions of gratitude, and often with tears of joy. 

In the same period, the society has materially contributed 
to promote re-impressions of the scriptures on the continent 
of Europe, in Swedish, Finnish, Laponese, Lithuanian, Livo- 
nian and Esthonian, Hungarian, and Sclavonic. The emperor 
of Russia, in approbation of the Society's grant of 5001. for the 
printing of the Finnish scriptures, added to it the sum of 5000 
rubles from his own privy purse. 

To Asia, which opens such a wide field for the Society's 
exertions, it has been particularly attentive. The translation 
of the bible into the various oriental languages proceeds rapid- 
ly : to accelerate the printing of it; the Society has granted 
large sums ; and its friends have been extremely active in di&r 
tributing such versions as are already printed. On the whole, 
nothing can afford to a philanthropic mind a more pleasing 
spectacle, or inspire more agreeable reflections, than a con* 
temptation of the past success and present condition of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. Scarcely a vessel leaves 
•ur shores wljich is not the messenger of its spiritual bounty ', 



Digitized by 



Google 



Controversy respecting the Bible Society. 121* 

scarcely a portion of human territory will ere long remain un? 
visited by its Christian kindness : 

Aggredere O magnos (aderit jam teropus) honores ! 
Aspice, coovexo nutantem pondere mundum, 
Terrasque, tractusque maris, coelumque profundumi 
Aspice, venturo lastantur ut omnia teclo. Viro. 

It is with reluctance that we quit this subject, to pursue the 
less agreeable part of our duty, the history of the present con- 
troversy. The Bible Society had been so triumphantly vindi- 
cated by Mr. Dealtry, and its influence was so rapidly extend- 
ing, that we began to hope* it would for the future be ex- 
empt from cavils. The Sikeses, Sprys, and Wordsworths, how- 
ever, had scarcely been driven from the field, when Dr. Marsh, 
signalized in many a combat, put himself in an attitude of 
hostility. As long and various experience bad made him familiar 
with every polemical art, it is not surprising that he proceeded 
ot first by stratagem. In his famous sermon at St. Paul's, while 
appearing to direct his efforts against Mr. Lancaster's schol- 
astic inventions, he was in reality aiming a blow at the Bible 
Society. This the professor kept, for some time, to himself. 
But toward the close of the year, when the argument that he 
intended should bear on the Bible Institution, had been, in the 
&hape of an attacft on Mr. Lancaster, pretty generally ap- 
proved by the clergy, a proposal for forming an Auxiliary 
Society in the town of Cambridge, afforded him an opportu- 
nity of more openly avowing his dislike. With a view to 
'obstruct the formation of the intended Society, he circulated, 
very assiduously, an address to the &enate r which, besides con- 
taining the objection afterwards expanded in his " Inquiry ,'* 
hinted at the probability of 'other objects, inimical to the 
Church, being associated with the main object 7 . This address 
was honoured with a reply, remarkable for its eloquence, and 
its gentlemanly and Christian spirit, in a private letter, afteiv 
wards published, addressed to Dr. Marsh, by theBight Hon. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The Address, having unhappily 
failed of its effect, was followed, two days before the intended 
meeting, by a hand bill, statipg, that the enemies of the Bible 
Society, objected ' not to the distribution of the Bible, but to the 
distribution of the Bible alone*' As it sounded very strange in the 
ears of Protestants, to reprobate ( the distribution of the Bible 
alone,' without the safeguard of the Liturgy, several of the 
gentlemen who spoke at the meeting, animadverted, in 
pointed but sufficiently decorous terms, on such an unlooked 
" for objection, as reflecting on the English church, derogating 
from the dignity of scripture, and inconsistent with the funda- 
mental principles of Protestantism. ' 

5 F 2 
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Furnished with these materials, the Margaret Professor sot 
himself to work, and after some weeks of profound meditation, 
sent forth hi* " Inquiry into the consequences of neglecting 
to give the Prayer-book with the Bible." 

This most ingenious and sophistical attack on the Bible So- 
ciety, soon provoked a reply. Dr. Clarke, who bad, in the 
town-hall of Cambridge, so much to his own honour, and 
the delight of bis audience, supported the cause of the 
Bible Society, wrote an answer, the same evening that the 
Inquiry appeared, in a letter to Dr, Marsh. Of this brief, 
airy production, part is personal, giving no very favourable 
view of the Margaret Professor's conduct ; the remainder is a 
sufficient solution of the objections urged in the Inquiry. 

After a moderate interval, Dr. Clarke's Letter was followed 
by the Examination of Mr. Dealtry, who had already obtain- 
ed so much fame as the powerful advocate of ihe Bible So- 
ciety, and who was induced, as well by insinuations of a per- 
sona) nature, thrown out by the Margaret Professor, as by 
seal fpr the noble cause, which had already been so materially 
indebted to his diligence and skill, again to appear in its vin- 
dication.. Not content with establishing the perfect propriety 
t)f bis own conduct, he completely unravelled the elaborate 
sophistry of the inquirer, and exposed with singular vivacity 
•of wit and force or argument, with much learning and con- 
siderable eloquence, the weakness of the general texture, and 
the incongruity of its different parts, 

About the same time with Mr. Dealtry's Examination, ap- 
J)e ed a second letter to Dr. Marsh, by Mr. Vansittart. m 
this letter, the- charges of the Inquiry are not merely refuted, 
but are refuted so mildly, and yet 4 so convincingly, that it is 
impossible for any person, who is not strangely under the 
dominion of prejudice, on a perusal of it, to retain an atom of 
apprehension* lest the English Qhurch should be endangered 
by the Bible Society. 

Last of all, on the same side* BjTr, Simeon came forward, Jo 
a letter, prefixed to four admirable sermons on the Excellency 
of the Liturgy, he has given the most satisfactory answer 
possible to the Inquiry ''; having shewn that the neglect, into 
the consequences of which the learned Professor makes in- 
quiry, is altogether imaginary ! 

If, however, the Church of England realTy had sustained 
some trivial injury from the Bible Society, yet it might have 
been thought tnat the indisputable advantages which the world 
was deriving from that institution, were of such magnitude,-*- 
the surplus of benefit was so clearly in its favour, — the 
contingent evil was so vastly outweighed by the inevitable 
good, as to satisfy every recjuUition, and secure the suffrage bf 
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^very reasonable being. To counteract this inference, Dr. 
Marsh, shortly after the above mentioned pamphlets were 
published, issued, as a sort of Appendix to nis Inquiry, " A 
History of the Translations which have been made of the 
Scriptures, &c." in which, by a most laborious induction of 
irrelevant particulars, he endeavours to prove, that the So** 
piety's foreign exertions, (the only exertions which he can 
bring himself to praise) have been greatly exaggerated. This 
was in due time followed by a letter to Mr. Vansittart ; modestly 

{purporting to be a reply to that honourable person's second 
etter on the British and Foreign Bible Society, " and at the 
same time an answer to whatever is argumentative in other 
pamphlets, which have been recently written to the same 
purpose.*' 

Meanwhile, Dr. Maltby, having sundry scruples as to the ex* 
pedieticy of giving general currency to the Bible, in its present 
shape, communicated his * Thoughts' to the public. These ' 
Thoughts might have been safely left to their fate, were it 
qot desirable that every objection, however feeble, to the Bible 
itself, as well as to its circulation, should be thoroughly obvi* 
ated. The gentle correction bestowed on Or. Maltby by Mr, 
Cunningham, in his judicious, spirited, and highly eloquent 
Observations on the learned Doctor's Thoughts, must effectu- 
ally suppress all doubt in the mind of every one who will 
give it a perusal, whether or not the whole scriptures are 
intended or are calculated for general use. 
* As most of the above pamphlets contain a good deal that is 
personal and local, and much that is irrelevant to the principal 
question, instead of troubling our readers with a regular ab« 
atract of them, we shall impartially state the chief objections 
Uow made to the Bible Society, and present an abstract of the 
reasoning by which they have been refuted. 

That there is 'no narm whatever in giving away a Bible/ 
Pr. Marsh, in the outset of his " Inquiry," explicitly avows 5 
but let not any one infer from this avowal, that the learned 
Professor approves of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
For, be it understood, that the avowal is by no means universal, 
comprehending all cases in which bibles are afforded to the 
poor. Except where the bible is accompanied by the liturgy, 
as * safeguard, it never can, in Mi? schismatic country, escape in 
safety from a churchman's hands. Such is the Margaret Pro* 
feasor's creed. He believes that there is ' no harm whatever 
in giying away a bible,'-— but that there is much barm in giving 
away a bible, except as guarded by the book of common 
prayer. In the view; therefore, of this enemy of paradox^ 
this advocate, of the bible, as ( the only fountain of religious, 
truth,' this laborious promoter of the Study of scripture^* 
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the Bible Society, having for its sole object the distribution 
of the scriptures alone, is, as far as respects this land of heresy, 
3t very dangerous institution. 

In formerly replying to the charge of deficiency brought 
against the Society, because its object was to circulate the 
scriptures without any addition of note, comment, or tract, 
we took occasion to point out the gross perversion of language, 
in calling the omission of a superfluity a defect ; and remarked, 
that * on this principle the bible should never be circulated by 
a churchman, without the common prayer at one end, and the 
metrical psalms at the other.*.' If it had been told us that this 
principle, which we deemed so extravagant, not to say absnrd, 
would, in the course of a twelvemonth, become the oasis of a 
new attack on the Bible Society, by a Margaret Professor of 
Divinity, we should have been very much startled, and not 
a little incredulous. Because the Prayer-book does not ac- 
company the bibles issued from the Society's office, Dr. Marsh 
infers that the Prayer book must, of necessity be neglected, by 
those who subscribe to the Society ; and then, assuming the fact, 
gravely proceeds to investigate its consequences. In the course 
of this investigation, the Margaret Professor has scarcely 
taken a step without committing an error. He attaches un- 
due importance to the liturgy , ' as the means of supporting 
the church: his representation of the difficulty of understand- 
ing scripture is in the manner of a caricature : his positions 
are unguarded, and his apprehensions groundless. In obscure 
analogies, and in ungenerous insinuations, he- abounds. To 
£nlarg£, however, on these minor offences, would be super-* 
fluous labour, when it can be made to appear, that his great 
objection to the Bible Society, — the fact that it encourages the 
extensive omission of the liturgy, is a fanciful hypothesis, 
utterly devoid of proof. ' 

" That the- circumstance of subscribing to the Bible Society, 
involves a neglect of the liturgy, can hardly be thought sett 
evident. The members of that Society are at perfect liberty, 
after they have obtained their bibles at a cheap rate, to 
distribute them with whatever safeguard they may think proper. 
Here indeed the contradiction of the Society's enemies is very 
remarkable. Mr, Sikes, the Country Clergyman, objected to 
the Society, that it did not confine its members to 'the sole 
act of distributing the bible, 9 and employed several pages to 
expose the absurdity o£ the supposition, that the Society 
abridges its members of the liberty, o\ diminishes in them 
the desire, ' of circulating and impressing what they conceive 
to be holy truth, in any shape whatever.' (See his second let- 
ter to Lord Teignmonth, pp. 17 — 21.) Dr. Marsh, ou the other 

. > ' ' * * Eel. Rev. March, lill. '•-■>''. 
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band maintains, that a bare connexion with the Society, pro- 
daces an indifference to the liturgy. Of course it must be 
equally unfriendly to all confessions of faith, tracts, catechisms, 
and hymn books; and, the subscribers, in short, must forget 
every thing peculiar in their faith and worship, and distribute 
only bibles. 

That a neglect of the liturgy is produced by the Bible So- 
ci^ty, Dr. Marsh attempts to evince, from the reason of the 
thing, and from fact. * By the sole aid of abstract reasoning,* 
he pretends to have proved, ' that a bare connexion with the 
Bible Society is sufficient to produce an indifference to the 
liturgy.' (Inquiry, p. 37.) This demonstration, however, la- 
bours under several incurable defects. How theJiabit of pro- 
curing bibles from an office that issues bibles only, should 
produce a forgetfulness of any other book, followed by an 
indifference to mat book, we profess ourselves unable to per- 
ceive. The other parts of the inference are independent 
propositions, not deduced from each other, but asserted in 
succession. In this boasted demonstration, the point to be 
proved is merely affirmed. * When men are accustomed to 
procure bibles from a society, which furnishes at the same 
time the prayer-book, they acquire the habit of associating 
the one with the other.' (Inquiry, p. 36. ) This habit, it is 
evident, would not be acquired, except the Society invariably 
issued the books together, which the Society for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge does not : for bibles, prayer-books, or 
tracts, may all be had separately. c - 1 have shewn,' says Dr. 
Marsh, ' that the bare connexion with the Bible Society is 
sufficient to produce an indifference to the liturgy.' But the 
churchmen belonging to the Bible Society are conscious of no 
such indifference. ' You do them great injustice,' says Mr, 
Vaosittart, * if you suspect them of any want of regard to 
the liturgy. We acknowledge its lawful authority, we vene- 
rate its piety, we recommend its use by our example, our in- 
fluence, and distribution ; we all adhere to its forms in the 
public service of the church, and many of us in our families. 9 
(Letter, p. 25.) And the honesty of this avowal is not doubted 
even by the Margaret Professor. ' 1 question not,' says he, 
'the sincerity of your professions, when you express your 
regard for the liturgy of the established church.' (Letter to 
the Right Hon. N. Vansittart, p. 31.) What, now, is to.be 
thdught of the * inference deduced by the sole aid of abstract 
reasoning,' by which it was shewn, c that the bare connexion 
with the Bible Society is sufficient to produce indifference to 
the liturgy.' 

But, it seems, churchmen make a sacrifice, in acquiescing in 
the fundamental principle of the Bible Society, which must 
ultimately lead to their ruin. To give some of colour to thif 
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charge. Dr. Marsh has recourse, as usual, to a bold assertion. 
It is the churchman only who is remiss: ' when dissenters distri* 
bate the bible alone, they do all that is requisite on their parts. 
They omit nothing, which either their duty or their interest 
requires.' (Inquiry, p. 39.) But have dissenters no conies* 
sions of faith, no* books of devotion, no bulwarks of their 
respective persuasions, which their interest and duty require 
them to distribute? Yet all this the Margaret Professor wil- 
lingly overlooks, in order that he may charge those pf bis 
brethren who belong to the Bible Society, with such a sacrifice 
of duty as must eventually prove their ruin. Had it appeared, 
that dissenters vxake the same sacrifice e& churchmen, it would 
have been obvious to all, that the learned author accused 
merely because be found a pleasure in such employment. 
The truth is, that neither churchmen nor dissenters make 
any sacrifice at all. The distribution of the bible, as Dr. 
Marsh allows, (Inquiry, p. 37.) is a principle common to both 
as Christians. Without any sacrifice of minor peculiarities 
then, both agree to act on the common ground. By this 
union they distribute more bibles, but not fewer prayer-books* 
cr works of devotion, or tracts, than they would nave done, if 
acting separately. So far, indeed, from making any sacrifice 
by this union, both parties are persuaded that they materially 
contribute to the support, not only of their common Christianu 
ty, bqt also of their respective forms. The book of common 
prayer being, in the churchman's opinion, immediately derived 
from the bible, and so evidently congenial with its spirit, must, 
lie is sure, be more approved and admired, the more generally 
the bible is rpad and studied* While the dissenter, having 
the same high opinion of his books of faith and worship, con- 
fidently anticipates a similar effect with regard to thtm* In 
this both are consistent with themselves, and neither are un« 
faithful to their respective principles. The reasoning of the 
churchman must be conclusive with churchmen^ and that of 
the dissenter with his own party* 

But * that a society , which constitutionally excludes the dis- 
tribution of the liturgy, has no tendency to occasion a neglect 
of that distribution, is, 9 says Dr. Marsh, 'a proposition which 
involves a contradiction.' (Letter, &o. p. 34.) The learned 
Professor would have conferred a considerable obligation upon 
many of bis readers, had he explained in what this contradict 
tiou consists. It ' lies so concealed from public view,' as to 
be very * difficult 9 of apprehension. A society has been n» 
eently formed, whose sole object is the distribution of the 
formularies of the English Church. If the Professors prope* 
ition is true, it is a * contradiction' to say-r-rtbat the Prayer- 
book and Homily Society does net produce a neglect of the 
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distribution of the bible. Whether any person will investigate 
the " consequences of neglecting to give the bible with the 
prayer-book ," is more than we can conjecture. Dr. Marsh'? 
mistake lies incohfoundingsocieties with individuals. A society 
with a single object, maybe warnjlv supported by rational 1 be- 
ings, whose pursuits and occupations are diversified without 
end. The utmost zeal in favour of the bible implies no neglect 
of the. prayer-book. The objects are of a kindred nature. 
As well might it be affirmed, that the affection of the father 
end the brother, cannot exist in the same bosom, as that the 
roost zealous activity in distributing the bible, is incompatible 
with equal activity in giving away the book of common, 
prayer. 

But if Dr. Marsh's reasoning be inconclusive, his facts are 
irrelevant It is a matter of knowledge and experience, he pre- 
tends, that the Bible Society brings the prayer-book into nog-f- 
leet (Inquiry, p. 38.) And one fact by which this is proved 
is, that churchmen have justified the distribution of the bible 
-alone. This fact, it should seem, is of no ordinary imporU 
ance, as it is for ever recurring both in the Inquiry and the 
Letter to Mr. Vansitwt. From the freouent iteration of it, 
indeed, and the uncotutnon stress that is laid upon it, we may 
infer that Dr. Marsh labours under great poverty of facts. By 
insisting on the necessity of distributing the prayer-book with 
the bible, the Margaret Professor laid a snare for the church* 
U>en belonging to the Bible Society. He now exults, as if 
he had entangled them. The bible, say they, may innocently 
be given away alone. May it so ?— *he exclaims. Then * the 
tendency of your Society is now apparent/ (Inquiry, p. 38.) 

Here, we suspect, Dr, Marsh betrays the ' wisdom that ne- 
Ter goes beyond the surface.' When churchmen justify, the 
giving of bibles alone, it is not in excuse of any neglect with 
which they are chargeable in regard to the liturgy, but in op- 
position to. those who would impose an unnecessary, unrea- 
sonable, and injurious restraint upon them. The pretended 
necessity of always uniting, in one gift, the bible and the 
livurgYf they reject . as in reality a. severe libel on the 
churcn. That there could be no impropriety in sometimes dis- 

Easing tb« bible without making the liturgy the condition of 
acceptance, and that no neglect of the liturgy was involved 
in the practice, appeared to them unquestionable from ex- 
ample and froip reason. The Naval and Military Bible Society, 
which distributes the bible alone, has subsisted these thirty 

5 jars, under the sanction of the highest authorities. The 
artlettVbuildrngs Society printed, in 1108, 20*000 Welsh 
fiibles, without the prayer-book, and is in the constant pr$c-* 
jx&$ Qt issuiag hiWe* without; prayej-b*oksj or prayer-book* 
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without bibles, according to the wishes of its subscribers. It 
is a fact> moreover, that the number of persons frequenting 
the church, who are in want of bibles, is much greater than 
of those who are in want of prayer-boots. Many persons, 
too, cannot afford to give both a bible and a prayer-book : and 
it is the opinion, even of Dr. Marsh, that the former is clearly 
superior to the latter. To assert the right of giving a bible 
without a prayer-book, where the latter is not wanted, or both 
cannot be afforded, is certainly no proof that the liturgy is 
disregarded— or, as the Professor dislikes that word, * neglected.* 
This boasted fact, then, on which the Professor so proudly 

ftlumes himself, is in reality nothing but a Jesuitical subter- 
uge. 

The next fact adduced by Dr. Marsh, is somewhat more to 
the purpbse, and seems at first view decisive of the question. 
The number of prayer-books printed at Cambridge, since the 
formation of the Bible Society, is , less by ' 20,000 than the 
number printed during the eight years previous to that period. 
This fact quite reioices the advocate of the prayer-book. 
But how would he have flourished, bad he been aware, that, at 
the Oxford press, the number of prayer-books printed, during 
the eight years subsequent to the formation of the Bible So- 
ciety, is less by 100,000 than during the eight preceding 
years. Far be it from us to detract from the merit of a tri- 
umph that he has here so laboriously earned, and with which 
he appears so wonderfully delighted. And yet, as facts are 
the order of the controversy, it may not be amiss to subjoin, 
that the King's printer, who, during the eight years previous 
to the formation of the Bible Society, printed only 5,000 
prayer-books, has, during the last eight years, printed 240,000, 
the increase of the whole number printed in England, during 
that period, being 114,150. We shall here beg leave to in- 
sert the following expostulation from Mr. Simeon's t€ . AnsweC 

' Has the sale of prayer-books diminished since the establishment of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society ? You know by experience that it has. 
I call upon you then, Sir, to establish this fact. The public has a right 
to demand it at your hands ; and every member of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society has a right to require it. In the name, therefore, of 
every member of that Society, I call upon you to state, whether on an 
average of ten years, five preceding the establishment of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and five subsequent to it, [say from 1801 to 1810 
inclusive,] the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge has fbund,that 
the sale of prayer-books has decreased ? As you know by experience that 
this effect nas been produced, let the world benefit by your knowledge* 
J3ut, Sir, ih spite of your knowledge and experience, I dare you to the 
production of this proof: or rather, to save you that trouble, I will fur* 
nish you with an absolute proof to the contrary. In the former half of that 
period, the number of prayer-books sold, was' 66,798 j and in the lattfr 
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half, exclusive of above eleven thousand additional psalters, it amounted 
to no less than 90,169 ! and, if you take the two first years of that se- 
ries, and compare them with the two last, you will find that the prayer- 
books sold in the two last years, exceeded those that were sold in the two , 
first, by the number of 15,542 ! ! So accurate is your knowledge, and so ^J,. 
unquestionable your experience •, of the alarming decrease in the sale of ' 
prayer-books, occasioned by this new Society ! To this I might add, that 
Mr. Seely, since he sold the bibles for the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, has had his demand for prayer-books increased fourfold. 

• Now, Sir, if you cannot produce any document to prove what you 
profess to know by actual experience, what will the public think of your 
assertions, or how will you justify yourself to the world for assuming 
so ch a fact as the ground of all your arguments ? To say you thought -/ 
that such was the feet, is really no excuse ; for you should have inquired, 
and ascertained it too, before you presumed to argue upon it, as you have 
done. After assuring the world that you know this feet by actual exfte~ 
rience, you alarm us by declaring the melancholy consequences that 
have arisen, and that will arise, from it ; insomuch that we see already, 
as it were, before our eyes, the Test Act repealed, the monarchy subverted, 
episcopacy banished, and all the horrors of former ages renewed. But 
methinks, before we make up our minds to admit the truth of this state* 
ment, we ought to have some confirmation of it. If you can produce 
any proof of it, produce it : if you cannot, ydiat becomes of all your 
eloquent descriptions, all your fine comparisons, all your sad complaints, 
all your terrible predictions ? They will all vanish as the dreams of a dis- 
turbed imagination, or as the baseless fabric of a vision. Yet I fear that 
the injury which you have already done, will not so soon vanish : for 
multitudes of persons will place confidence in your assertions, and act 
upon them, who will never see this, or any other, refutation of them: 
and many, I fear, receiving an impulse from your pamphlet, will act 
towards the British and Foreign Bible Society, as the enemies of Chris* 
tianity have done towards the professors of it ; and will imagine that the 
greater number they can draw from it, the more acceptable service they 
will render unto God. But to those to whom this answer shall come, 
there will be an end to your influence, unless you prove your assertions 
by authentic documents. It will be in vain for you to talk of probabilities* 
When you have presumed to assert facts : it will be in vain to speak of 
what may be, when it is directly in the teeth of what has been.* 

The Inquirer discovers a singular dexterity in accommodat- 
ing facts to his own purpose. 

« Your Society/ says he to Mr. Vansittart, * according to the last 
summary account distributed above an hundred thousand Bibles and 
Testaments in the same year. (1811.) And if only two thirds of them 
"were English and Welsh, and only one half of that number were given 
to churchmen, at least thirty thousand churchmen were provided with a 
Bible or a; Testament, not one of which were provided by either Society 
with a Prayer Book. That the Prayer Book therefore is neglected, and in 
a manner which it ought not to be by churchmen, appears from aeturf 
experience? letter, p. 25. 
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From this, the Professor would have it believed, that the bi- 
ble Society produces a neglect of the prayer book. But how 
ihany of the persons, so provided with a Dible or testament, 
were previously furnished with prayer boots, or how many of 
the, 14,000 additional prayer books which have on an average 
been printed in England since the formation of the Bibld 
Society, have been given away to those who were destitute, is 
not mentioned ; and consequently, it is not evident, that any of 
the 30,000 churchmen remained without prayer books. Even 
ifthe neglect be allowed, with what plausibility can it be traced 
to the Bible Society ? Will Dr. Marsh undertake to assert, that 
the 30,000 persons furnished with a bible or testament would 
have been furnished with prayer books had the Bible Society 
never existed i Yet, this must be supposed, if he wishes to* 
make the fact, in the least to bear on the point intended. The 
truth is, as every unprejudiced mind must perceive, that these 
persons must have oeen in that event as destitute of bible* 
and testaments, as it is pretended they now are of prayer 
books. 

But the Professor's facts are not yet exhausted. The pros- 
pectus, of the new society tor distributing the formularies of 
the Church affords, it appears, abundant proof of the mis- 
chievous tendency ascribed to the Bible Society. But 
though * the too great neglect of the liturgy, be a fact im- 
plied on the very face of the prospectus,* yet that fact is no- 
thing to the purpose, except the neglect can be charged upon 
the churchmen who belong to the Bible Society, and except* 
moreover, it can be ascribed to their 'connexion 9 with tb* 
Bible Society. We wish the Professor would keep to this 
point. Before the existence of the Bible Society, the bible, a* 
well as the liturgy, was too much neglected. If that institu* 
tion has done much toward supplying one defect and, as is 
probable, has indirectly lessened the other, how absurd to 
charge it with producing what existed in a far greater degree 
before it was formed. 

Having thus exposed Dr. Marsh's mistake in accusing the 
Bible Society of bringing the Liturgy into neglect, we may 
perhaps be allowed to express our own opinion of tbe influence 
of the Society on the established Church. And to us it appear* 
that a new spirit has thereby been infused into churchmen* 
The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, a Society 
peculiar to the Church, which, though of venerable antkjuity, 
was comparatively little known, has, at length, been brought 
imo notice ; has acquired an activity foreign to its nature, and, 
has received a vast accession both to its members audits fqnd* 
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A new Society has been established, for distributing tbq for* 
mularies of the Church. The support, which the clergy 
have given to the Bible Society, has raised the Church ink 
the eyes of the Christian world. The most splendid Protestant 
establishment now appears at the head of a great combina* 
tion, unrivalled in ancient or modern times, for the diffusion 
of Christianity ; a glory equal to what it derived from being 
the bulwark of the reformed faith. And while churchmen 
have increased their own zeal and charity, they have very 
much diminished the prejudices, and effectually gaiped the 
esteem, of their dissenting fellow christians* 

We have flow but little space, and indeed, after A^ew 
Cunningham's admirable reply, it is not necessary to write 
many words on Dr. Maltby's « Thoughts.* A Protestant cler- 
gyman, expatiating on the dangers of circulating the sacred 
volume is a singular phenomenon. He seems to have abjured 
the first principles of his own faith. He is to be considered, 
not so much the enemy of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, as of all societies, nay of all individuals who promote 
the indiscriminate circulation of the Word of God. And yet 
though Dr. Maltby is of opinion, that the scripture is neither 
designed, nor adapted for general circulation, and therefore 
strenuously objects to the British and Foreign Bible Society.; 
be becomes, with peculiar inconsistency, the advocate of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

That Dr. Makby is mistaken in supposing that the whole Scrip- 
tures are no* deseed for general circulation, Mr. Cwnniogbam 
ctoarfy evinces, rVom several cottsktevatioas^— from the fact 
flrat God himsetf gave these scriptures to us without any res- 
triction upon their general use, — from the manner of using 
them in the Jewish Church, — from the precedent of Christ,— 
3pd from the express declaration of God. 

4 Indapeadeat of similar iajaaetionav will that wish which the book of 
jle Reve&tiofit is dosed, adfBU of any iaterpcefiation favourable to the 
tehftne of our author ? H If any man shall add unto these things, God 
dial} add WtQ him, the plages >hat ape vwktea in this book : and if an/ 
man shall take away from the words of" the book of this pwphesjr 
God shall take away his part out of the book of life." But is not the "A, 
witholding from the poor a portion of the Bible, as to them, in effect, 
'** taking from the words of this book?" Is it not virtuafly caticeMin£ 
the 4 rate*dicted parts ? If pursued systematically, must not these parts 
become a dead letter to them? Such was the jealousy witfe which the 
Jews regarded any Eolation of their scriptures, that every letter of them was' 
counted} bat modern latkudinarianisra {though I am far from charging 
ipg this upoa Dr. Maltby in. its full amount), spurning these narrow 
,4k>wi<)8, waits, hand even against the altar, cashiers kiags and prophets 
at a stroke, prescribes new laws to Heaven, and hints at excess in the very 
JtarolaUoa rf God. p. 14. 
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■ Nor is the Observer less successful in exposing the futilitjr 
of Mr, Makby's thoughts on the unfitness of the Scriptures for 
general circulation. If there are parts of the sacred volume 
unintelligible to the lower orders, so likewise are ther6 to 
y ; those in higher stations ; and indeed it would be difficult to 
say whether the Scriptures have been most abused in the 
bands of the learned, or the illiterate. 

< The simple fact, (Mr. C. beautifully observes) that « God is a 
spirit," at once instructs and forewarns us that many parts of religion 
will elude our amplest grasp. It is not for those whose powers are 
defeated and exhausted in the examination of a blade of grass, to hope 
that they shall comprehend the mind or dispensations of a Being who 
surrounds them on all sides, and touches them at every point ; who, in 
the language of philosophy, is obscurely but grandly shadowed out, by 
*' a circle whose centre is every where, and whose circumference is no 
where." That parts of the Scripture, then, are unintelligible, is no 
ground for their exclusion from the houses of the poor. Religion never 
proclaimed itself to be free from mysteries. Its base is among us, but its 
head in the clouds.' pp. 15, 16. 

' Indeed, there is no part of this work which is more painful than the 
attempt running through it, to place a wide interval between the religious 
attainments of the higher and lower orders of society ; to assign know- 
ledge to the high, and mere practice to the low. Such a system, appears 
to me utterly discordant with the genius of Christianity. This religion 

fcj £. is no respecter of persons: its mysteries are mysteries to all; and its 
' doctrines and precepts, as far as they are intelligible to any, are intelli- 
gible to all. Its night falls, and its sun rises, alike upon the whole 
mass of society. The heathen systems, indeed, not looking to the 
immortal part of man, but regarding the multitude merely either as a 
" manyheaded monster 9 ' to be tamed by force, or a set ot machines to 
be worked by contrivance, gave fables to the mob, and kept the mysteries 
for philosophers. But, under the Christian scheme, all distinctions an* 
merged in the consideration that men are all immortal, are aH children 
of the same family, lost by the same offences, and redeemed by thr 

*. same blood. To shut up the Bible from any, then, is to quench a ray 
of heavenly light designed for all. It is to destroy the general ele- 

~f- ment of our spiritual existence. It is to confine to a few, the manna 
cast upon the plain, by the prodigality of God, for the sustenance of all/ 
pp. 16, 17. 

In reply to another of Mr. Maltby's objections — that * all 
which it is indispensable for man to know, is contained in a 
very small part of the bible, 1 v the Observer contends, that to 
■-/- venture upon this affirmation is highly presumptuous- 1 — that, in 
* a variety of known instances, God does not work by the simple 
means we might anticipate-— and that, if the principle of nar- 
rowing or disparaging the value of any single passage of Scrip* 
ture, be once admitted, it is impossible to say to what extent 
it may be carried. 
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. f Ttor,* says Mr, C* « who is to determine what are foe parts of the 
Bible exclusively necessary to salvation? The Antinomian will say 
the doctrinal parts ; the Socinian, the practical: each of these, however, 
lopping away doctrines and precepts unfavourable to his own creed and 
practice. If, then, bodies of men are not to be trusted, can Dr. Maltby 
believe that the Christain world will consent to put the sceptre into 
any single hand ; into his own, for example ; and constitute him sole 
religious autocrat for all ages and people ? Will they stake the national 
salvation upon the turn of his solitary hand ? Will they invest him with 
that authority to decree what is essential in religion, which his project 
would go near, however unintentionally, to deny to God himself ? And 
if they would, has Or. Maltby that confidence in his own judgment, 
that he would venture to seat himself on the throne, and arbitrate for 
the eternal interests of millions yet unborn ? If not, is there any other 
•ingle individual, or any college of apostles, to whom he would transfer 
the office? Does he discern upon the breast of any modern interpreter 
a sort of Urim and Thummim, which bespeaks the present Deity, and 
transforms his bosom into the ark and depository of the Divine will i 
If not, let him reflect upon the hazardous nature of his scheme. He it 
pulling, as he conceives, merely at useless branches in the sacred grove, 
but, as in Virgil, blood will follow. No twig of the tree of life can be 
spared. Though its age be great ; though its head hide itself in the 
heavens ; though some of its branches shoot in bold disdain of the hand 
of the pruner, and others seem to him to have lost something of their 
ancient verdure ; still it takes root downwards, and bears fruit upwards* 
And all " its leaves are for the healing of the nations.' pp. 25, 26. 

To follow this indiscreet thinker into all hit minute ob- 
jections against particular parts of the Bible, &c. would be 
trespassing on the patience of our readers — even if the task 
were not rendered utterly superfluous by Mr. Cunningham, 
whose pamphlet we beg leave warmly to recommend to their 
attention. The following beautiful extract on the utility of 
the historical parts of Scripture we cannot but insert. 

. The historical books are the grand instrument of maintaining and 
illustrating that highly important doctrine of religion, a superintending 
Providence. No one better knows the importance both of this doctrine 
itself, and of every legitimate means of establishing it, than Dr. Maltby. 
But now, that God no longer lays bare the movements of his arm ; no 
longer, as under a theocracy, follows up the virtues and crimes of 
mankind with their immediate temporal rewards and punishments ; the 
doctrine is in some danger, unless by an appeal to earlier and authen- 
ticated facts, of escaping from the popular creed. Men of reflection, 
indeed, may infer the doctrine from the nature of God; but men led 
chiefly by their senses, will always be slow to believe what carries no 
evidence to the sense. Here, then, is the chief value of the historical 
books, as a work for, the people. They are to be considered as a con- 
nected history of the providential dealings of God with a particular 
people. They constitute what may be called the sensible part of re* 
Jigion. They teach the doctrine of providence, as it were, by signs 
that cannot be mistaken. They unveil the Deity, and let us see and 
Ijear the terjors of his violated law. In this point of view, then, they 
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are 1 of the highest importance ; am! on tihb account,, amnng sf o&ers, 
thinking men will not willingly eurreode* them to the ovenanxiooa sptcu* 
latfons oi the author/ pp. fo, 36. 

We must just be permitted to subjoin! the fdfowirig nofcte 
effusion in virtdication of the Psalms. After quoting several 
panegyrics on these exquisite compositions, by Hooker, Bossuet, 
* Home, &c. Mr. C. thus proceeds, 

4 For such extracts I make no apology * nor can I help oatreating 
Br. Maltby to eontratt them with the hasty and somewhat irreverent 
sentence in which he has denounced these sacred songs Is he in M 
degree startled at the singnlarky of his own opiniona? Is he not 
shocked that his harp alone should be silent in the general chorus whidtf 
celebrates these sacred writings 2 Is he hi no degree alarmed to find 
that (these prophet* hare ascended* and that their mantle has not folks 
upon, himself ? But, whatever may be bis feelings, let hkri be persuaded* 
in pity to the devoat aid the unfortunate, not to violate their sanctuary » 
not to endeavour to spoil the Church of that rich legacy which David 
and Bis brother psalmists have bequeathed to us, and which the wisest 
and the beat of their successors have, in all ages, stamped and sealed 
with their concurring bands. The world ii not vet happy enough' Cd 
do without it? and there is many an; evil spirit, which, even now* wait* 
to be." dispossessed" by the harp of «* the son of Jesse/' 9 pp. 43j 4& 

If, after reading Mr. Cunningham's u Observations^ t)ry 

Mahby repent not heartily of his temerity in publishing. Bii 

" Thoughts," we hope it will only be, because they have 

_ called forth a reply so richly fraught with eloquence and piety ♦ 

We shall now terminate this article with two brief remarks. 
The first relates to the conduct of the controversy. If the op- 
ponents of the Bible Society had hoped for success, they should 
at least have been unanimous. But error is never consistent. 
Messrs. Sikes stnd Spry are convinced that the co-operation 
of churchmen with dissenters, for the purpose of giving a' 
way bibles,, i* forbidden in the nature of things, a*id muse ne- 
cessarily prove fetal to the interest* o( the estsAltehmerrfc 
Dr. Marsh ditftttictly recognizes the principle of co-operation^ 
provided 1 the feiWea are distributed abroad. Wljile Dr. Maltby 
is of opinion that the mistake lies in giving away the bible, th© 




Cappe's Life of Christ/ Alt these clerical persons* 
indeed, agree in heartily disliking the Briaieh and Foreign* 
$&ie Society, but each of them b#s rtofc meneeji different, but 
contradictory motives) of hostility. la this distraction^ of coutf^ 
selsv we are most eUfepesed to lament the fete of -the Professor. 
Br ftftarehis neither, a bigot nor a SooiniffH ;; he J has itusheVrl intw> 
the batdeafter ehe victory wafrdfeeided, and Has sacrificed himv 
«9tf,withoot having rendered a particle of service to\his cause; 

But let us turn for a moment from the waywardness oi 
human passions, to contemplate the institution itself, which 
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lias been the innocent occasion of them ; an institution which", 
within the short period of eight years from its formation, 
presents one of the most solemn and magnificent spectacles 
that was ever displayed in any age or country. Its success 
must, no doubt, under God, be ascribed to Us Constitution. 
Consigning to oblivion all the formal distinctions which have 
hitherto separated the Christian world— abandoning the idle 
nope of reconciling the diversities of human opinion, it has 
given a new prominence to essential truth, and united the 
religious of every persuasion, in the extension of -their com- 
mon faith. It is the practical exemplification of, the "new 
commandment" — the fulfilment of the Redeemer's last le- 

Sacy. Parties indeed still exist, but they have at length 
iscovered a neutral territory, where they can throw aside the 
Weapons of contention, and approach each other with mutual 
gooq will. The sacred fire which is so widely and rapidly 
Extending, consumes only the earthliness of our nature, 
while it purifies what is of celestial temper, and gives it 
additional brightness. The effects of this splendid institu- 
tion are far from being limited to its specific ooject. Glo- 
rious, undoubtedly, and Godlike, is the design of preaching 
the gospel to the whole world, nay to distant ages and 
Unborn generations : but great and beneficial also is the re- 
action on the minds of those who £re engaged in the work* 
In how many instances has their attention become rivetted 
on the contents of that volume* which they have been so- 
licitous to disseminate ? On how many occasions have the 
powerful, and th6 learned, men of rank and of literature, 
be£n constrained by the grandeur of the scene to express 
their undissembled conviction of the value of religious^ 
truth, and, like the Centurion, to recognize the present 
Deity ? Chased from the open plain, Infidelity has retired 
to her fastnesses and her coverts: but this embodied ex- 
pression of the national sentiment is pursuing her even to 
her most secret retreats* May the triumph be as durable 
as it is illustrious ; and of this dominion may it indeed be 
said, in a far higher sense than entered into the conception 
of the Roman Poet, — 

Imperiura terris, adinids equabit Olyrtpov 

■ > i ii ■ - — ■ ■ 

Art. X, Sermons on various Subjects, by David Brichan, D.D. Minister of 
the United Parishes of Dyke and Moy, in the County of Moray, late 
of Artillery-Street, London, Yoi. II. octavo, pp. 871. Price 10s. 6d* 
Hamilton, 1812. 

YM1TH the merit of Dr. Brichart^i a Writer of sermons, 
few of our readers are unacquainted. Nor, after a perusal 
*f the present volume, are we disposed to make soy material 
Vol. VIII. $G V 
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deduction from the character he has already received at 
our hands. His principles are still pure and salutary, 
his reasonings solid and conclusive; and the reader will 
often meet with fervid and appropriate exhortations, con- 
veyed in language of considerable spirit, elegance and har- 
mony. 

This volume contains fourteen sermons, the subjects of 
which are as follows. On the obligation to* mutual support 
and benevolence. On the centurion and his servant On the 
enjoyment of prosperity. On Paul preaching the Gospel at 
Athens. On the good Samaritan. On the wordly rich man. 
Jesus raising the widow's son. Exposition of the three first 
verses of the first Psalm. Reflections in spring. Man mortal, 
but the word of God perpetual. Reflections on Jesus's tomb. 
On patience* 

Sermons should somewhat resemble those meats that are 
always in season, and, though of daily use* never cloy. Of 
this quality the sermons before us partake in a remarkable 
degree* Consisting of elements that form the ordinary food 
Of pious minds, rather than of stimulating or extraordinary spe- 
culations, they gratify, chiefly, because they are in unison 
with the dictates of a pure heart and a good conscience, and 
fprnish what is necessary to the support of the devout life. 
Without descending to particulars, we shall content ourselves 
with extracting a few passages as a sample of the whole. 

In the two first sermons, our author explains and enforces, 
with great effect, the duty of bearing each other's burdens, 
whether of poverty, affliction, age, infirmity, or passion. The 
following passage deserves attentive consideration. 

' Be yours the patient ear to hear the sufferer'* tale, the kind heart t§ 
feel his sorrows, the look of tenderness to intimate that they are not dis- 
regarded. Grief, recent or extraordinary, is always unreasonable in com- 
plaint, and self vindication j there are some constitutions, and there is a 
sex more easily affected, less able to bear. Let these considerations suggest 
slue allowances to be made, and a peculiar delicacy of treatment to be ob- 
served. Tell the widow that her partner lives in heaven, and that, tiH she 
rejoin him there, God hath promised to be her husband, and her judge is 
his holy habitation. Tell the orphan that his parents have but gone before 
him, but that if he trust in God, he will take him up> though forsaken by 
father and mother. Tell the disconsolate parent, that bis child has been 
taken from evil to come, and gathered with those little ones- of whom the 
jkingdora of heaven is composed* Tell the unfortunate and disappointed, 
that misfortune and disappointment are not only the lot of life, but the ordi- 
nation of God, and that he dispenses them in mercy to those who love 
him ; that he who hath cast down can raise up again ; that, with himself, 
in whom our affections ought to centre, there is no variableness ; W 
change, nor pain in that new Jerusalem to which our faith and hope should 
W habitaaily directed. Tell him whose heart bleeds from misplaced ^ 
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tochmoat, from! the baseness, the desertion, and the wrongs, of men, that 
there is one Being, at least, in the universe, who merits all his love, who 
will return the affection, which himself hath inspired, with perfect cor- 
diality, and from whose love in Christ nothing can ever separate. Be* cau- 
tious of interpreting to the sufferer's prejudice the afflictions he sustains. 
Where the connection of suffering with guilt is too marked to be over- 
looked, let brotherly love and the gentleness of Christ be peculiarly con- 
spicuous where the communication is requisite. And Oh where conscience 
smites, and the wounded spirit perceives this connection in all its bit- 
terness, deal tenderly with him. Do not irritate feelings that are painful 
enough, deepen not anticipations sufficiently horrible. Be yours the plea- 
sing task to substitute hope for despondency, peace for alarm* Tell him 
of a Saviour for the chief of sinners; tell him of a blood' that, cleanseth from] 
ajl unrighteousness ; tell him of a grace efficacious and powerful, as it 
is sovereign and free ; tell him of a Jpather more willing to receive the 
returning prodigal, than the prodigal himself is to return.' p. 34. 

The jhird sermon is a judicious illustration and improve- 
ment of the story of the centurion.. Dr. Brichan, indeed, 
seems to prefer expounding a passage of scripture, and makmsr 
reflections upon it, to discoursing on a single topic. The half 
of this volume, accordingly, consists of expository discourses.' 
From that, on the narrative of our Saviour raising the widowV 
sbn, We give the following passage, a fair Example of oiir 
preacher's spirit and manner. 

* The most interesting object in the scene here exhibited, is the 
mother paying the last sad offices to an only son. Your hearts already feel 7 
all the tenderness which such a situation is calculated to inspire. Tft^ 
sufferer is of that sex, who; from the delicacy of their constitution, and 
the sensibility of their hearts, are less able to struggle with the affliction*- 
of life, than we who are made in rougher mould, more especially witrT 
those distresses by which the very seat of feeling is affected ; and who, 
conscious of this interesting^ inferiority* look ; up to man for a protection 
and support which they more than repay* Desolate as this widow now 
is, there was a time when' tfhe enjoyed this protection and support* W« 
may presume that her partner was faithful and kind* She had expe- 
rienced that mutual intercourse of affection, which is* thtrbahta of human 
life, and which we ascribe to a beneficent Creator as pile of . his choicest' 
gtfts. k But the son pf happiness does not always shine* ; There is a con- 
dition upon which the fondest pair on earth unite* and which muit sooner 
or later take place ; there is ad enemy whose stroke no humait pdwer cap; 
resist. They who are lovely and pleasant is their Hies may be divided in 
their deaths and the remark was verified in the case we are now con* 
templating* Of two united in heart* in pleasures* and in cares s one was 
taken, and the otbef left to/ contend with the vicissitudes of life, perhaps 
with the* insults of the unfeeling, sod the injuries of tbetoppretsive* 
* * It was the will pf God tba* one cs^uW* should remain. ..Thii 
widow had a son, perhaps a living image <£bi* defatted father. ;She had 
reared him with parental fondness. ■ Often- afee commended hirn to 
heaven, . wi|h a fervour known oajy to a mother's heart; * and heaven was ' 
m far jadu(gta« xa her .prayer* He* was spared to repay, .byl duisfni 
• $G2 
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affection, all her care. She beheld the tender plant shoot up towards fu* 
maturity and beauty, but discerned not the canker at its root. Resigned to 
the appointment of Heaven, she was thankful for what its mercy had 
spared. The evening of life was passing calmly away. The violence of 
grief had subsided into a tender regret for the husband she had lost. 
Cherishing his memory, she was looking forward to. a time when they 
should meet again ; and was pleasing herself, perhaps, with the prospect 
of resigning her breath in the arms of a son, tender and only beloved in, 
the right of his mother. 

* The dispensations of God toward his people often combine correction 
with trial and improvement. He taketh away the desire of the eyes, and 
that which the soul pitieth, when the darling object divides the heart with 
him. Again, the king of terrors receives hit commission : this com- 
mission he is ever ready to fulfil. The same hand that had hewn down 
the parent stem, cuts off the sapling that sprung from its root, and the 
afflicted survivor is on her way to commit to the dust all that made life 
desirable. String after string has been severed from her heart, and what 
.has the world now that can become the subject of a wish ? Oh ! my 
son, my son, would to God I had died for thee. 

* Gracious Father ! how severe are sometimes thy dispensations* Yet 
thou hast no pleasure in the sufferings of thy people. It is in very faith- 
fulness thou afflictest them. Mercy directs thy rod, and thou chastenest 
them for their profit. If thou killest, thou makest alive; if thou 
woundest, thou healest again/ pp. 220 — 223. 

From the discourses on patience, which are, on the whole, 
we think, the best in the volume, we extract the contrast 
between the tendency of prosperity and adversity. 

« Prosperity elates die human mind to a degree unbecoming" at once 
our dependance and our guilt ; affliction humbles it. Witness the' king of 
Babylon in his palace, and after his recovery from that visitation of the 
Almighty which was corrective of his pride. It is when we nave all and 
abound, that are apt to forget and to deny the God who hath blessed us ; 
it is in trouble we say " it is the. Lord," as the first impressions of su- 
perior agency are conceived by some to have been derived, not from the 
splendour of summer, or the plenty of autumn, but from the tempest and 
the earthquake, the thunder 1 and the pestilence. The plenty which we 
derive from the Divine hand is abused to the indulgence of appetite ; the 
privations and the pains incident to affliction, check the cravings of 
sense— Prosperity enervates, and unfits us for exertion and for trial ; it is 
in the school of adversity we learn fortitude and patience ; it is amidst 
its discipline, that faith is strengthened by exercise, as the mountain oak 
hardens to the blast, and when shaken, strikes its roots still deeper into 
the soil. The prosperous are selfish. The young man who had great 
possessions, would not part with them to feed the poor, though treasures 
m heaven were to recompense die sacrifice ; the afflicted are taught sym- 
pathy' from their experience*of a sufferer's heart ; as we have not an 
high-priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but who was tempted in aH points like as we are, yet without sin. 
Temporal affluence conceals from us our spiritual wants, as the Laodicean?*- 
whca rich and increased in goods, fondly presumed that theyytood 
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in need of nothing ; but we recur in time of distress to the support, the con- 
solation, the hopes of religion. To the poor was the Gospel originally 
preached, and by the poor it is still most most cordially embraced, and 
most faithfully obeyed, — Prosperity is an opiate to the conscience ; in / 
die day of adrersity we connect suffering with guilt ; " we are verily " J^ 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his* soul t 
when he besought us, and we would not hear, therefore is this distress 
come upon us." Affliction recals to duty those, whom the bounty of 
Providence could not keep in the ways of the Lord ; a It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted, that I might learn 'thy statutes. Before I was* 
afflicted I went astray, but now have I kept thy word. If they are bound 
in fetters and holden in the cords of affliction, then he sheweth them 
their work, and the transgressions that they have exceeded ; he openeth 
also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from 
iniquity/' Prosperity is the sultry heat that generates the pestilence;* 
affliction, the storm that purifies the atmosphere. Prosperity is the un- 
ruffled deep and the gentle breeze, when a novice may guide the vessel ; 
it is the time of peace when the coward may boast ; but adversity is the 
tempest, and the conflict, where skill and courage are put to the test. 
And O death, how bitter are the thoughts of thee to the man who liveth - -f - 
at rest in his possessions, to the man who hath nothing to vex him, and 
who hath prosperity in all things I But acceptable is thy sentence to the . 
Door and the needy, to him wfiose strength faileth, and who is vexed with 
all things.' pp. 342—3455. 

Without noticing verbal inaccuracies, of which several may 
be detected in these sermons, we shall Conclude with adverting 
to a fault or two in their general structure. The exordium is 
often far fetched, and for the most part extended to an im- 
moderate length. Dr. Brichau starts off from a point so 
remote from his subject, that it is really a wonder how he 
ever makes his way to it. His path is tediously long and 
circuitous. We are far from saying that every introduction 
should be comprised in four sentences. But, on the other 
band, nee minus evitanda est immodica ejus longitudo, nein 
caput excretisse videatur, et quo praparare debet , fatiget*. Of 
an exordium of this kind, it is sufficient to say that it iff 
misplaced, " Many of the sermons likewise in this volume, 
offend grievously against the unity requisite in that species 
of composition. It requires but little skill to collect together, 
on any religious topic, remarks to the requisite Amount of 
a sermon. The difficulty is to incorporate them into one, 
so that each shall occupy its own place, itself appearing to 
the greatest advantage, and contributing its full share to the 
grace and energy of the whole. Of Dr. Brichan's sermons, 
the parts are excellent ; but they are not always harmoniously 
blended. They have sometimes no principle of connection, 
except the slender one of the paragraph of scripture on which 

* Quinctitian. 
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tjiey are foimc^d-^which, in our Judgement, is even too slight 
* tie for the partp of an expository discourse. Submitting 
these remarks to the consideration of our author, we shall novr 
take the liberty of cordially recommending this volume to the 
perusal of our readers, as very much adapted to promote their 
edification. 

. ■ ;_ , ,, - . ! — —J . ~-_ w 

Art. XI. Memoirs of the Life and Character of the late Rev George 
IVfttcfield, J* M. of Pembroke College, Oxford ; and Chaplain to the 
Rigjbt Hon the Countess of Huntingdon. Faithfully selected from 
his original Papers, Journals, and Letters ; illustrated by a variety of 
interesting Anecdotes, from the best Authorities. Originally compiled 
by the late Rev. John Gillies, D. D. Minister of the College Church 
of Glasgow. Second edition, revised and corrected, with large addi- 
tion^ and improvements, by Aaron C Seymour, Author of '< Letters to 
YowQg Versons." 8?o. pp. 330. Price 8s. Dublin, Wilkinson and 
Courtney. 1811. 

(YNE of the many things we h^ve vainly wished* is a life of 
Whitefield written by a philosophical Christian'; — a work 
which should, vvitjithe utmost coolness and accuracy, discrimi- 
nate and describe the powers and adaptations of the man, as 
an agent, atfempting at the same time some comparison be- 
tweeu them and those of other men, of the common or the ex- 
traordinary order ; which should illustrate the relation between 
those powers, and the effects undeniably resulting from thei* 
Exertion; and should fairly estimate whatever circumstancesof 
the time? might create a predisposition, if we may so express 
it. to receive the operation of those powers with a peculiar and 

{)erhaps disproportionate force. There certainly appears some* 
hing considerably of the nature of what we account prodigy, 
in the history of this preacher. With the doubtful exception 
of Wicliff, no man probably ever excited in this island, 
so profound, and extended and prolonged a sensation in the 
puplic mind, by personal addresses to the understanding knd 
copscience, on the subject of religion, unaided by any weight 
of a great compacted party, any subsidiary league and macni- 
nery of powerful talents, or any imposing patronage of rank 
arid wealth. We do not mention Knox as an exception, 
because the force of his influence, though mainly proceeding 
(so far as hunian causes were concerned) from tne mighty 
energy of his own mind, was yet not so merely personal aim 
single a force, as in the case of the modern preacher. This man. 
— the son of an inn-keeper— without fortune or connexions-— 
of very moderate attainments — trained in the ordinary manner 
O.f .§ humble youth sent to college — without any precon- 
ceived pian — without having carefully furnished himself 
with auxiliaries — without any strong fancy of bis own import- 
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ance — without seizing on any striking public occasion — in a 
period and country of settled order, and of so much knowledge ; 
and civilization, as would, in ordinary speculation, be accounted 
sufficient to secure the community against any very violent 
effect of novelty and enthusiasm ; — under all these circumstances 
this plain undesigning young man- came forth ; and by mere 
addresses, from pulpits, from tables, from walls, from steps, 
excited, and throughhis whole life continued to extend, such 
a commotion in the public mind, that, if a list could be made 
from the experience of all nations and ages, of the twenty 
men that have produced the greatest effects, by means of their 
single personal influence, it is highly probable that the name 
of Wliitefield must there bold a place. 

If it were possible that any sensible foreigner could be per- 
fectly unacquainted with the history, and should hear the case 
stated thus far, he would naturally say : " But at least the man 
in question must have possessed talents absolutely prodigious* 
almost miraculous." Where then would he be in his specu- 
lations, when the writings of Whitefield were put in his hands? 
when he read many of the identical sentences, which Jbad 
overwhelmed with terror, or melted in tenderness, vast and 
heterogeneous assemblages of a people, by no means nationally 
distinguished, in either its southern or northern division, for 
facility of feeling. 

It is a clear fact, admitting of no manner of question, that 
Whitefield's writing, nay, that those specimens of his public 
addresses which were written down during their powerful deli- 
very, bear but exceedingly slender marks of any thing we are 
accustomed to denominate talent, in the intellectual sense* 
His reasoning is no more than just a common propriety in 
putting thoughts generally common together. His devotional 
sentiment is fervent, but not of elevated conception. Hi* . 
figures, as far as We recollect, are seldom new, or what critics 
mean when they speak of ' felicity ;' their analogy is the 
broad and obvious one, such as that between medicine and 
the gospel, considered as a remedial dispensation. The die* 
tion is quite plain, and does not appear to partake of elo- 
quence, further than an easy freedom, andtbe genuine expres- 
sion of sincerity and earnestness. The collection of letters, 
constituting about one half of his printed works, must have 
exceedingly disappointed those who sought from them any 
other instruction, than that which may be imparted by one 
general emanation of pious zeal, undistinguished by any dis- 
criminative particularity of thought, or any but the most 
obvious kind of reflections, often repeated, and in the same 
words, on the successive incidents and scenes of his life and 
labours. There are none of those poiuted observations, either 
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on human nature or individual character, which might hay* 
been suggested by the masses and the particles of the human 
Jrind so variously brought under his view, and. which would 
have been made by such a sagacious man, for instance, as 
John Knox. And even the disclosures of the movements and 
principles of his own ^nind, on which subject there is no 
appearance of reserve, are, with a. singular uniformity, for a 
jnan stimulated by the circumstances of so extraordinary, a 
career, in the strain of pipus common-place. The reader's 
Interest would soon subside in an irresistible sense of insipi- 
dity, but for the strong and constant indications of a genuine 
religious zeal, and the train of references proving an unre* 
mitted £/id most wonderful course of exertions. In short, 
there can be no hazard in asserting, that his collective writings 
would, in the minds of all cultivated and impartial readers, 
leave the marvellous of his successes to be accounted for on the 
ground of causes quite distinct from talent, in the intellectual 
iense of the term. And it is remarkable how decidedly, 
though tacitly, the opinion of the religious public has beeq 
manifested on this point; for there has probably never beei| 
another instance of the writings of a man pf pre* eminent 
excellence, utility, and celebrity, so soon and generally 
ceasing to hold a place among popular books. So far as we 
pre apprized, White field's sermons are very rarely reprinted, 
or quoted, or recollected; and if not his sermons, of course 
tiot the rest of his writings. 

It would be, then, a yery interesting inquiry, What were 
precisely the causes of that prodigious and most happy effect, 
which accompanied the ministrations of a man, who was one 
pf the three or four most powerful and useful preachers since 
the apostolic a^e ;-*-what, we mean, were the causes exclusively 
pf an extraordinary agency of Divine power — those human 
causes, which are adapted to prpduce a great and a calculable 
effect,, according to the general laws of the human consti- 
tution ? It would be quite proper to .take the question, 
in the first instance, on this limited ground ; inquiring how 
far Whitefield's qualifications were of a nature to produce 
it great effect on men, with respect to other interesting concern* 
to which the exercise of those qualifications was applicable, 
and in which the results of that exercise might be considered 
#s the proportionate and ordinary effects of the human cause- 
It is not with the slightest view of attempting any sue!* 
disquisition that we have suggested it. We began with the in- 
dention' of proceeding very few words further, than the expres- 
sionof a wish th$t a philosopher had written a life pf White- 
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field/on the plan of instituting and determining such an inquiry; 
Such a biographer finding, we presume, as a philosopher, a 
vast proportion of effect beyond what could be explained by 
the talents of the agent, taken at their highest possible esti- 
mate, and combined with all that could be deemed favourable 
in the circumstances of the times, would, as a Christian, assign, 
as the paramount cause, the intervention of an extraordinary 
influence from heaven, giving an efficacy to the operation of 
the human agent, incomparably beyond any n tural power of 
its faculties and exertions. And indeed what would the judge- 
ment of that man be worth, who, even viewing the case merely 
as a philosopher; should fail or refuse to recognize a divine 
agency in the change of a multitude of profane and wicked 
men, into religious and virtuous ones, by means so simple as 
Whitefield's plain addresses to their dull or perverted under- 
standings, their insensible consciences, and their depraved 
passions? A man who professes to philosophize on human 
nature, ought to have some way of accounting for such facts, 
when brought before him on competent evidence, and in great 
numbers. And what a* laudable philosophy it would be, that 
should find such facts to be quite according to the general 
principles and the ordinary source of human nature! or, 
acknowledging them not to be so, should either carelessly 
attribute them to chance, or should virtually revive, for a new 
and higher application, the old notion of occult qualities ! As if 
the cast off rags and broken implements of antiquated physics, 
were quite good enough for the service of the philosophy of 
mind, qiorals, and religion. 

These slight remarks are macte with any other purpose in 
the world, than that of depreciating the endowments of White- 
field. While regarding his powers, strictly intellectual, as all 
discerning readers of his writings must do, as very moderate ; 
and while holding, as also all those who coincide, with White- 
field in religious faith hold, that an energy indefinitely superior 
Jothat of any or all the powers he exerted, was evinced in the 
success which attended him ; we have all the admiration which 
it can seem little -better than idly gratuitous to profess, of 
those extraordinary qualifications which he displayed in the 
sacred cause — qualifications which were adapted, even accord- 
ing to the common principles of human nature, to excite a 
very great sensation. According to the testimony of all his 
bearers that have left memorials of him, or that still survive to 
describe him, he had an energy and happy combination of the 
passions, so very extraordinary as to constitute a commanding 
Species of Sublimity of character. In their swell, their fluctua? 
tions, their very turbulence, these passions so faithfully fol- 
lowed the nature of the subject, and with such irresistible 
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evidence of being utterly clear of all design of oratorical 
management, tbat they bore all the dignity of the subject 
along with them, and never appeared, in their most ungovern- 
able emotions, either extravagant or ludicrous to any but 
minds of the coldest or profanest order. They never, like 
the violent ebullitions of mere temperament, confounded his 
ideas, but on tire contrary had the effect of giving those ideas 
a distinct and matchlessly vivid enouncement : insomuch that 
ignorant and half-barbarous men often seemed, in a way which 
amazed even themselves, to understand Christian truths ou 
their first delivery. Some of them might have, heard, and 
they had heard as unmeaning sounds, similar ideas expressed 
in the church service; but in Whitcfield's preaching they 
seemed to strike on their minds in fire and light. His deli- 
very, if that could be spoken of as a thing distinguishable from 
tbat energy which inflamed his whole being, was confessedly 
oratorical in the highest degree of the highest sense of the 
term. It varied through all the feelings, and gave the most 
natural and emphatic expression of them all. He had, besides, 
great presence of mind in preaching, and the utmost aptitude 
to take advantage of attending circumstances, and even the 
incidents of the moment. 

His display of unparalleled energy was uniformly accom- 
panied by irresistible evidence — in the perfectly inartificial 
character of his signs of passion — in the exhausting frequency 
and interminable prosecution of his labours — in the courage 
and hazard in which some of them, were ventured on — in the 
complete renunciation, which such a course plainly involved, 
of all views of emolument and preferment — and in his forbear- 
ance to attempt, to any material extent, any thing like an 
organised sectarian system of co-operation, — irresistible evi- 
dence, that his unceasing exertion, that his persuasions, his 
expostulations, bis vehemence, his very indignation, were all 
inspirited by a perfectly genuine and unquenchable zeal for 
the Christian cause, and the eternal welfare of men ; And our 
unhappy nature is yet not so totally perverse, but that this will 
always make a great impression on the. multitude. 

Again, it was, by the constitution of human nature, a great 
luxury, in spite of the pain, to have the mind 30 roused and 
stimulated, the passions so agitated, For the sake of this, even 
religion, evangelical religion, would be endured for a little 
while; and great numbers, who were inveigled by this mere 
love of strong excitement to endure religion a little while, 
were happily *> effectually caught, that they could never after* 
wards endure life without religion. 

According to. all testimony, the ministry of the national 
church was at that time generally *uch, as to give, witfi 
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respect, at least, to the excitement of attention, a ten-fold 
effect to the preaching of Wbitefield. It was such a contrast 
as could not but contribute to magnify him into a stupendous 
prodigy. He might be called, by the ministers of this very 
church, a fanatic, a madman, or a deceiver ; he might be pro- 
claimed and proscribed under all terms and forms of oppro- 
brium or execration ; but, the while, it was perfectly inevitable, 
that * all the world would wonder after the beast.' n 

As there is little hope of obtaining a philosophical bio- 
grapher for Whitefield, we must be content with a simple 
detail of facts, given in a language remote from the secular 
style of history, and therefore much adapted to baffle the 
/reader in any attempt to compare, and to find the proportions 
between such facts, as those of White field's life and the events 
and transactions of the general world. It is nevertheless a 
▼ery interesting book that is here reprinted, with additions of 
" which we have not the immediate means of ascertaining the 
extent. Ik is such a record as no pious man can peruse, without 
soni3 earnest wishes so be better disposed and better qualified to 
serve the great cause, which this apostoliG man had so much 
delight and success in promoting; and as no thoughtful 
man can peruse, without being led into deep reflections on the 
, phenomena of that agency, by which the Governor of the world 

' . influences the spiritual condition of mankind. How the 
grand effects here displayed could be produced, wifl be a 
problem far beyond the science of an infidel speculatisl, and, 
we think, a little beyond that of some declared believers, who 
make high claims on the ground of a peculiar rationality in 
their Christianity. ' 

it would be quite out of place to Attempt any abstract of this 
memoir. It brings him very speedily into full and extraordi- 
nary action, and briefly marks the most prominent particulars 
of; a career, which permitted him hardly a day of what could, 
in the common sejise of words, be called repose, till he found 
it in the grave, at the age of fifty-six, in the year 1770. The 
wonder, the extreme wonder is, that he did not sink into that 
repose at a much earlier period. The reader of this volume, 
must maintain in his mind a watchful horror of fanaticism, 
and be very stoutly set against admitting any thing approach- 
ing the supernatural, in any part of the modern dispensations of 
Providencei if he can repel all suspicion, not only that this 
man's labours were attended, hut that his very life was pro* 
longed, by a specifically extraordinary intervention. We re- 
peatedly find him, during a state of languor which sometimes 
sunk quite down to illness, prosecuting such a course of exer- 

N tions as would have been enough to reduce most strong men 
soon tp that condition • for example, preaching, in his ardent 
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and exhausting manner, to vast auditories, several times each 
day, a number of days successively, when his debility was such 
that he could not, without much help, mount his horse to go to 
the appointed places. Indeed, it is perhaps only by taking 
into view the fact, that he was actually preserved from what 
appeared the probable consequences of some of his exertions, 
that we can excuse the force put on languishing nature in those 
exertions, — as in the following instance : 

* After a tedious passage of eleven weeks, Mr. W. arrived at New 
York. Col. Pepperel went with some friends in his own boat to invite 
him t;o his house, but he declined the invitation, being so ill of a nervous 
cholic that he was obliged, immediately after his arrival, to go to bed. His 
friends expressed much anxiety on his behalf. An eminent physician , 
attended him, who had been a deist, but was awakened the last time he^ 
was in New England. For sometime he was indeed very weak; " yet,*' 
he writes, " in these three weeks I was enabled to preach ; but, impru- 
dently going over the ferry to Portsmouth, I caught cold, immediately 
relapsed, and was taken, as every one thought, with death, in my dear 
friend Mr. Sherborne's house. What gave me most concern was, that 
notice had been given of my being to preach. Whilst the doctor was 
preparing a medicine, feeling my pains abated, I on a sudden cried, 
' Doctor, my pains are suspended : by the help of God I will go and 
preach, and then come home and die.' In my own apprehension, and in 
all appearance to others, I was a dying man. 1 preacted,the people heard 
me as such. The invisible realities of another world lay open to my * 
view. Expecting to stretch into eternity, and to be with my master 
before the morning, I spoke with peculiar energy. Such effects followed 
the word, I thought it were worth dying for* a thousand times. Though 
wonderfully comforted within, at my return home I thought I was dying 
indeed. I was laid on a bed upon the ground near the fire, and I heard 
my friends say, ' he is gone.' But God was pleased to order jt otherwise. 
I gradually recovered; apd soon after a poor negro woman would see me. 
She came, sat down upon the ground, and looked earnestly in my face* 
and then said, in broken language, * Massa, you just go to heaven's gate. 
But Jesus Christ said, get you down, get you,down, you must not come 
here yet ; but go first and call some more poor negroes/ I prayed *to the 
JLord that if I was to Jive, this might be the event." ' p. 71. 

(lis mind held such a predominance over his body, and the 
passion for preaching, and the passions to which preaching 
gave exercise, were so predominant in his mind, that the 
employment had on him the effect of a species of enchantment. 
When so oppressed with lassitude and indisposition, as to per- 
form with uneasiness the most ordinary actions, if he could 
but sustain just exertion enough to enter on preaching, he 
quickly became even physically strong and animated. Standing 
jn the pulpit, or any thing provided tor the same use, had on 
him the same effect that Antaeus derived from being extended 
a moment on the ground. The languor, of course, returned 
pn hjm with double oppressiveness after the conclusion; 
apd the man whose powers of voice and action h$d 
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appeared to evince an extraordinary vigour of frame, 
would be found, half an hour afterwards, extended on two* 
or three chairs, almost helpless and fainting. With all the: 
advantage of such a power of voice, as perhaps no other 
man possessed, there must still often have been a necessity for* 
forcing it to the last possibility of exertion, in order to his 
being heard by congregations, very frequently amounting 
to many thousands, to ten or twelve, and to some instances to 
twenty, or even more, it is said that the bulk' of even these 
largest multitudes could hear him very distinctly. 

It is remarkable in the course of this narrative, that the lower 

order of the people, even the then barbarian colliers of Kings- 

^rwood, and the formidable rabble of Moorfields, and Kenning- 

ton common, gained themselves a credit, far beyond many of 

their betters, for decorum, for candour, and even complaisance, 

towards Whitefield. Could the gentlemen officers, who laid 

and executed a plan of violent personal outrage against him, 

even in his bed at Plymouth, have fallen, flagrante delicto, into 

the hands of one of these rabbles, they would have been sure 

to have received such an exemplary castigation, for his sake, as 

would at least have left conspicuous marks upon them for 

life: but they were secure enough of impunity, so long as 

, there was nothing to take account of them, but the police of 

* the country. 

It is also very striking to observe the indications of the state 
of the religious establishment at that time, in the rapidly ex- 
tended, and soon almost general precaution, of shutting the 
churches against this orthodox, and devout, and most elo- 
quent preacher. A man who resolutely would, in spite of 
the church, recollect its Articles, to which he had so- 
lemnly declared his. assent, and pledged his adherence, 
and who would obstinately carry the spirit of the liturgy 
into the sermon, was soon given to understand that a tomb- 
stone, a wall, a table, or even the tub of the conventicle, 
was good enough for him and his notions. The speedy 
ruin of the church was inevitable, if its ministers and peo- 
ple should be seduced from the systematic employment of 
exploding its foundation. For though envy and indignation at 
Wnitetield's surpassing popularity, may well be supposed to 
have had a considerable share in the hostility against him, yet 
it is beyond all doubt, that it was his most zealous promulgation 
of the standard doctrines of the church, combined with the 
warning and alarming spirit of his ministrations, that chiefly 
rendered him so obnoxious to the main body of the ministers 
of that very church. 

As the writer of these memoirs admits that this eminent man 
had his defects, they should have been freejy and accurately 
particularized; and a large quantity of indifferent funeral 
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oratory, toiling through the common- places of panegyric, 
might as well have been suffered to remain in the respective 
Sermons in which it was originally displayed. 

The most obvious fault, or weakness, perhaps, apparent ie 
this exhibition of the character^ the great and apostolic mi- 
nister, was a certain degree of enthusiastic credulity, that was 
too much disposed to regard the whole of the effects tempore* 
rily produced by his ministry, as important and effectual ope- 
rations of evangelical truth. 

Had we not already occupied too much space, we should 
have been inclined to transcribe a minute and very interesting 
account of his last hours, written by a person who attended 
him He preached on the Saturday, and died, of a fit of the> 

asthma, early on the Sunday morning. 

— - ■■ ■■ . . » 

Art. XII. Tabs, by the Rev. George Crabbe. In two Volumes. 

12mo. 2nd. edit. pp. 205. 235. Price 12s. Hatchard. 1812. 
\tf& have heard Mr. Crabbe called of the school of Pope 
and Dryden. Mr. Crabbe, to be sure, writes in rhymed 
heroic couplets, and so did they ; Dryden was careless, and so 
is he; Pope had humour, and so has he. But has he that 
pregnancy of imagination, ,arid that uuselecting copiousness 
of resources, which always crowded the mind of Dryden with v 
more matter than was wanting, more than could be reduced to 
proper sequency and order ? Has he that boundless command 
of diction, and that facility of versifying, which enabled Dryden 
to clothe and adorn his ideas, however unfitted for poetry by 
their remoteness, in ' words that burn, 9 and numbers so musi- 
cally full ? Has he Dryden's metaphysical and argumentative 
turn of mind — his love for subtle and scholastic disputation ? 
Surely not. Has he, then, the trimness and terseness and 
classical elegance of Pope — his diligence and selection — his 
compression and condensation and energy — his light and play- 
ful fancies — or the naivete and .delicacy and cutting fineness 
of his satire ? In all these qualities we think Mr, Crbbe as- 
suredly wanting. 

Mr. Crabbe, in our opinion, is of his own school. And if 
originality, merely as originality, be merit, this merit, we are 
inclined to think, his volumes possess. The c tales 9 are so much 
in the manner of his former poems, that we shall not be 
wandering far out of our way, if we give a page or two to 
the consideration of the characteristics of his poetry in general* 

Mr. C.*» grand fault lies iu the choice or his subjects. It 
has all along been avowedly his aim to paint life, or rather the 
most loathsome and painful forms of life, in their true colours \* 
to speak the truth, and nothing, but the truth: 



' I paint the cot 
, and as 



' As truth will paint it, and asbardt willfiac* FUkf&B*U 
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And truly there is something specious in the idea of rejecting^ 
all that imagination had added to nature, and substituting 
sober truth and sound good sense in the place of fictitious 
ornament, and l pleasant lies.' But if the end of poetry be 
to relax and recreate the mind, it must be attained by drawing, 
away the attention from the low pursuits and sordid cares, from 
the pains and sorrows of real life, at least whatever is vulgar 
and disgusting in them, to an imaginary state of greater 
beauty, purity, and blessedness. ' Undoubtedly/the poet must 
retain enough of this world, to cheat themina into a belief of 
what he adds thereunto : the figures in the pictures of the 
Muse must appear to be real flesh and blood : we must be ac- 
quainted with their dress ; their features must express passions 
that we have known ; or we are not interested about them. 
But then the poet will select what is most amiable in this 
world around him : what is displeasing and disgusting, he 
will keep back, or soften down, or disguise; and withal he 
will add fancies of his own, that are in unison with realities; 
and thus the imagination of the reader will be for a while 
beguiled into Elysium, and receive unreproved pleasure in 
the contemplation of l airy nothings.' To determine the re- 
lative quantities of truth and fiction to be employed, would 
require a poetical calculus of much greater delicacy than 
we are possest of : but we suspect that the general propension 
is in favour of fiction. How else can the Corydons and 
ciwvpkrxw of the Greek pastoral — the palaces and caverns and 
enchantments of eastern story — the knights and palfreys and 
distresses of the chivalrous romances — the pomp and delicacy 
and declamation of French tragedy— or even the* sensibility 
and kindliness of Mr. Wordsworth's leach-gatherers and raga* 
muffins, — how else can these get or keep possession of the 
mind ? The heroes of Homer and the epic muse, indeed, ap- 
proximate somewhat more to workday men and women ; they 
have the passions and feelings, and something of the manners 
of mortality. Yet even in the simple narrations of Homer 
bow much is witheld that in reality offends ? how much of 
strength and beauty and magnanimity is given to the admi- 
ration of the reader ? 

But Mr. C. is -all for naked arrdunornamented reality. Accord- 
ingly in his volumes is to be found whatever is uninteresting 
and unattractive — all the petty cares and trifling incon- 
veniences that disquiet life — dirt, and drunkenness, and 
squabbling wives and ruined tradesmen. Ecce signum. 

Tale 1. The dumb orators* Justice Holt, a man 'in contest 
mighty, and of conquest proud/ loves to harangue in clubs. 
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and such like meetings, on the excellencies of existing forms*. 
Having ' on a long journey traveled many a mile/ he attends 
a club-meeting in a * city large and fair, 1 where, surrounded 
with democrats and reformation men, he is obliged to hear 
one Hammond hokt forth against every thing he reverences* 
without daring to reply- He returns home. After a time 
Hammond happens to come to his city and attend Aw club, 
and in like manner hears without answering. And this is all. 

Tale 4. Procrastination, Rupert and Dinah are in love, 
but without wealth to wed. Rupert goes id seek wealth at a 
distance. Dinah remains with a rich aunt, who loves to console 
the love-lorn damsel by producing plate and jewels, arid assu- 
ring her they will one day be hers. At? length the atint dies* 
and Dinah, in whom covetousnesS, or rather love of shew has 
conquered affection, takes possession. Rupert returns as poor 
as he went, and is treated by her with neglect. 

We do not know that we have picked out the tw6 most un- 
interesting of the tales. L^st the reader should think that the • 
manner of telling makes up for the deficiency of matter, we 
must subjoin a quotation or two. We have but to open the' 
book. 

* When the sage Widow Dinah's grief descried, 

She wonder'd much why one so happy sigh'd ; 

Then bade her see how her poor Aunt sustained 

The ills of life, nor murmur'd nor complain'd. 

To vary pleasures, froraf the Lady's chest 

Were drawn- the pearly string and tabby*vest * 

Beads, jewels, laces,-**all their jalue shown, 

With the kind notice—*' They will be your own/ 
« This hope, these comforts cherish'd day by day* 

To Dinah's bosom made a gradual way ; 

Till love of treasure had as large a part, . 

As love of Rufiert, in the Virgin's heart. 

Whether it be that tender passions fail, 

From their own nature, while the strong prevail ; 

Or whether Av'rice, like the poison tree, 

Kills all beside it, and alone will be ; 

Whatever cause prevail'd, the pleasure grew 

In Dinah's soul,— she lov'd the hoards to view } 

With lively joy those comforts she survey^, 

And Love grew languid in the careful Maid, 
Now the grave Niece partook the Widow's cares* 

Look'd to the great, and rul'd the small affairs ; 

£aw cleaned the plate, arrang'd the cliifca-show, 

And felt her passion for a shilling grow ; 

Th* indulgent Aunt increas'd the Maid's delight, 

By placing tokens of her wealth in sight ; 

She lov'd the value qf her bonds to tell, 

And spake of stocks, and how they rose and fell.' 

Procrastination, V«1<1. pp. 7£r ?0* 
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^ With pain IVe sees, these wrangling wits among, 
FaithJs weak defenders, passionate and young { 
Weak thou art not, yet not enough on guard, 
Where Wit and Humour keep their watch and^ward: 
Men gay and noisy will overwhelm thy sense, 
Then loudly laugh at Truth's and thy expencc 5 
While the kind Ladies will do all they can 
To check their mirth, and cry, * The good young man J" 

* Prudence, ray Boy, forbids thee to commend 
The cause or party of thy Noble Friend ; , 
What are his praises worth, who must be known 
To take a Patron's maxims for his own ? 
When ladies sing, or in thy presence play, 

Do not, dear John, in rapture melt away ; 

'Tis not thy part, there will be listeners round, 

To cry Divine / and dote upon the sound ; 

Remember too, that though the poor have ears. 

They take not in the music of the spheres ; * 

They must not feel the warble and the thrill, 

Or be dissolv'd in extacy at will | 

Beside, 'tis freedom in a youth like jthee, 

To drop his awe, and deal in extacy ! 

* In silent ease, at least in silence, dine, 
Nor one opinion start of food or wine : 

Thou kaow'st that all the science thou canst boast. 

Is of thy father's simple boil'd and roast ; 

Nor always these ; he sometimes sav'd his cash, 

By interlinear days of frugal hash t 

Wine had'st thou seldom ; wilt thou be so v*M 

As to decide on claret or champagne ? 

Dost thou from me derive this taste sublime, 

Who prder port the doaen at a time ? 

When (every glass held precious in our eye*) 

We judg'd the value by the bottle's sue : 

Then never merit for thy praise assume* 

Its worth well knows each servant in the room.' 

The Patron* Vol. L pp. 98-~99. 

* The Uncle died, and when the Nephew read 
The will, and saw the substance of the dead — 
Five hundred guineas, with a stock in trade, — 
He much rejoic'd, and thought his fortune made $ 
Yet felt aspiring pleasure at the sight, 

And for increase, increasing appetite : > 

Desire of profit, idle habits checked, 

(For FulHam's virtue was, to be correct) ; 

lie and his Conscience had their compact made— 

" Urge me with truth, and you will soon persuade ; 

u But not," he cried, u for mere ideal things 

m Give me to feel those terror-breeding Strugs/* 

* Let not such thoughts,' she said, * your mind con/buntf, 
* Trifles may wake me, but they never wmmd ; 

Vol. VIII. 5 H 
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' In them indeed there is a wrong and right, 
4 But you will find me pliant and polite ; 

* Not like a Conscience of the dotard kind, 
« * Awake to dreams, to dire offences blind : 

' Let all within be pure, in all beside 

« Be your own master, governor, and guide ; 

* Alive to danger, in temptation strong, 

. • And I shall deep our whole existence long. 9 

7ne Struggles of Conscience, Vol. 1L pp. 69—70. 

We assure our readers, it is very seldom indeed that Mr. C.'s 
atyle in these volumes rises above these specimens. It is 
nothing but prose measured, whether by ear or finger, into 
decasyllabic lines. Nor are there any little ebullitions of 
fancy, bubbling and playing through the desert waste ; very 
little of simile, or metaphor, or allusion ; and what there is, of 
this kind. 

4 For all that Honour brings against the force 
Of headlong passion, aids its rapid course ; 
Its slight resistance bat provokes the fire, 
As wood- work stops the flame, and then conveys it higher.* 11.14. 

4 Each new idea more inflam'd hjs ire , 
As fuel thrown upon a rising fire :' II* p. 101. 

4 As heaviest Weights the deepest rivers pass, 
While icy chains fast bind the solid mass ; 
So, born of feelings, faith remains secure, 
Long as their firmness and their strength endure t 
But when the waters in their channel glide, 
A bridge must bear us o'er the threat'ning tide ; 
Such bridge is Reason, and there Faith relies, 
Whether the varying spirits fall or rise. II. pp. 176—177. 
" Nor good nor evil can you beings name, 
" Who are but Rooks ana Castles in the game ; 
" Superior natures with their puppets play, 
u Till, baggM or buried, all are swept away." II; p. 17. 

Our next objection to Mr. C.'s poetry, is the wearisome mi- 
nuteness of bis details.* Every description is encumbered with 
an endless enumeration of particulars. He will copy a dress, 
a chamber, or an alley, witti more than Chinese accuracy. 
And every circumstance is touched with equal strength, — the 
slightest as diligently laboured as the most important. We 
have beard of sculptors, who have laid out as much pains 
upon a shoe-tye, as a forehead. But does not Mr. C. know, 
that the reader of poetry must owe half his pleasure to his 
own fancies and associations ? Some metaphysicians have as- 

* \*: e shall not quarrel about names ; but Mr. C's choice is somewhat 
odd ; Dinah, Jonas, Josiah, Judith, Isaac, Allen Booth, John Dighton, 
Stephen Jones, Sybil Kindred, &c. 
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serted, that the / secondary qualities of bodies exist only in 
the percipient mind ; that the heat of fire, and the colours of 
the rainbow, and the sweetness of honey are uot in exterior 
things, but in the mind that receives the ideas of them. This 
is very poor doctrine in metaphysics*, but there is something 
very much like it in poetry. Half of the beauty of the most 
beautiful poem exists in the mind of the reader. He. bears 
of Eve, that ' grace was in all her steps, &c.': of Dido, that 
she was ' pulcherrima Dido/ and he conjures up the form of 
* her he loves the best. 9 But had Milton told us tnat his heroine 
was little and languishing, had light hair and blue eyes, &c. 
&c. what would have become of him whose mistress should be 
a commanding beauty, of jet-black eyes and raven locks i 
Thus, therefore, to particularize description is most grievously t.*» 
to fetter the imagination. Where every thing is told nothing 
can be added. Where, out of the infinity ot ways from one 
point to another, the poet has chosen one, the reader cannot 
take another. The reader must have the setting of the poet's 
air; he must lay the colours on the poet's outline. Our re- 
marks are necessarily very general ; we, though not writing 
poetry, follow our own rule, in leaving something to the limi- 
tation of the judicious reader. Now for an instance or two. 

' Fix'd were their habits ; they arose betimes, 
Then pray'd their hoar, and sang their party rhimes ; 
Their meals were plenteous, regular, and plain, 
The trade of Jonas brought him constant gain ; 
Vender of Hops and Malt, of Coals and Corn— * 
And, like his rather, he was Merchant bora : 
Neat was their house ; each table, chair, and stool, 
Stood in its place, or moving mov'd by rule ; 
No lively J>nnt or picture grac'd the room, 
A plain brown paper lent its decent gloom : 
' . But here the eye, in glancing round, survey'd 
A small recess, that seem'd for china made/ 

The Frank Courtship. Vol. I. p. Hfc. 

« The lover rode as hasty lovers ride, 

And reach'd a common pasture wild and wide ; ^ 

Small black-legg'd sheep devour with hunger keen 

The meagre herbage, fleshiest, lank and lean r 

Such o'er thy level turf, Newmarket ! stray, 

And there, with other Bl*tk4cgs> find their prey : 

He saw some scatter'd hovels ; turf was pird 

In square brown stacks ; a prospect bleak and- wild 1 

A mill, indeed, was in the centre found, 

With short sear herbage withering all around ; 

A smith's black shed oppos'd a wright's long shbp, 

And join'd an inn where humble traveller's stop/ 

< On rode Orlando* counting all the while 
The miles he pasa'd, and every coming mile y 
5H2 
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Like all attracted things, he quicker flies, 

The place approaching where th* attraction lie* ; 

When next appeared a dam t — -so call the place*—* 

Where lies a road confin'd in narrow space ; 

A work of labour, for on either side 

Is level fen, a prospect wild and wide, 

With dykes on either hand by Ocean's self supplied :' 

Far on the right* the distant sea is seen, * 

-And salt the springs that feed the marsh between ; 

Beneath an ancient bridge, the straiten'd flood 

Rolls through its sloping banks of slimy mud ; 

Near it a sunken boat resists the tide, 

That frets and hurries to th' opposing side ; 

The rushes sharp, that* on the borders grow, 

Bend their brown flowrets to the stream below, 

Impure in all its course, in all its progress slow : 

Here a grave Flora scarcely deigns to bloom, 

Nor wears a rosy blush, nor sheds perfume ; 

The kw dull flowers that o'er the place are spread, 

Partake the nature of their fenny bed; 

Here on its wiry stem, in rigid bloom, 

Grows the salt lavender that lacks perfume ; 

Here the dwarf sallows creep, the septfott harsh, 

And the soft slimy mallow of the marsh ; 

Low on the ear the distant billows sound, 

And just in view appears their stony bound ; 

No hedge nor tree conceals the glowing sun, 

Birds, save a wat'ry tribe, the district shun, 

Nor chirp among tne reeds where bitter waters ran. 9 

The Lover's Journey. Vol. I. pp. 195, 195,196. 

Lastly, a word or two with Mr. Crabbe on bis carelessness. 
If one order of words will not do, Mr. C. will try another and 
another, till be makes his verse ; and truly ten syllables can 
seldom be found so unbending, as not to form metre some 
way or other. 

' To learn how frail is man, how humble then should be/ 

* he would not them upbraid. 1 
4 And by that proof she every instant gives. 9 
' And George exclaim, Ah, what to this is wealth.' 

Thus the auxiliary and the verb are continually most un*» 
gracefully separated. 

* And was with saving care and prudence blest.' 
' He sometimes could among a nusnher trace/ 

The pronoun and the verb. 

* That all your wealth you to deception owe. 9 
He is sometimes ungraaunatiqaL 

* Pain mixt with pity in our bosoms At/ 

. * Blaze not with fairy-light'the phosphor-fly/ 
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His quantity is incorrect. 

4 While others, daring, yet imbecile, fly.* 
4 The mind sank slowly to infantine ease*' 

With all these helps, however, and that of triplets and 
alexandrines to boot, of which he is very liberal, he cannot 
always get his verse. 

« That, if they improve not, stfll enlarge the mind/ 
' It shock'd his spirit to be esteem'd unfit/ 
His rhymes are not always df the best. 

' With tyrant-craft he then was still and calm, 
But raised In private terror and alarm.* 

His verses are frequently as feeble as the following. 

4 All things prepar'd, oh the expected day.' 

4 And what became of the forsaken maid.* 

* Blamed by the mild, approved by the severe. 9 

* To the base toil of a dependent mind. 9 

Mr. C. is food of antithetic lines, yet they are sometimes 
very carelessly managed. 

* Where joy was laughter, and profaneness w V 
« With heart half broken, and with' scraps ill fed.' 

All these things individually are nothing, but much in the 
aggregate. A face may lose as much by being pitted with 
the small-pox, as by having the nose awry. 

We turn with pleasure to the excellencies of Mr. Crabbe* 
And among the first of these, we place his power in the pa- 
thetic. Every body remembers the Dying Seaman, and the 
Malefactor's Dream. Such passages, indeed, will be looked 
for in vain in the work before us ; but still there is pathos. 
There is something touching in the tale called the Parting 
Hour ; — the opening lines are striking. 

' Minutely trace man 9 * life ; year after year, 
Through all his days let all his deeds appear, 
And then, though some may in that life be strange, 
Yet theue appears no vast nor sudden change x 
The links that bind those various deeds are seen, 
And no mysterious void is left between. 

* But let these binding links be all destroy 9 d, 
All that through years he suffered or eojoy'd % 
Let that vast gap be made, and then behold— 
This was the youth, and he is thus when old ; 
Then we at once the work of Time surveys 
And in an instant see a life's decay : 

Pain mixt with pity in our bosoms rise, 

And sorrow takes new sadness from surprise. 9 Vol. I. p. 3f. 

The illustration of these lines, however, is that to which we 



Digitized by 



Google 



I34S Crabbe's Tales. 

would principally call the attention of our readers. Two lo- 
vers (all Mr. C.'s lovers are very prudent) are not rich enough 
to marry ; the youth goes to seek a fortune in the West In- 
dies. 

* But Judith left them with a heavy heart, 
Took a last view, and went to weep apart ! 
And now his friends went slowly from the place, 
Where she stood still, the dashing oar to trace ; 
Till all were silent !— for the Youth she prayM, 
And softly tLen return'd the weeping Maid. 

« They parted, thus by hone and fortune led, 
And Judith 9 1 hours in pensive pleasure fled : 
But when return'd the Youth ? — the Youth no morti 
Return 'd exulting to bis native shore ; 
But forty years were pass'd, and then there came 
A worn-out man, with wither'd limbs and lame ; 
H s mind oppressed with woes, and bent with age his frame. 
Yes 1 old and griev'd, and trembling with decay, 
Was Allen> landing in his native bay, 
Willing his breathless form should blend with kindred clay. 
In an autumnal eve he left the beach, 
In such an eve hechanc'd die port to reach: 
He was alone ; he press'd the very place 
Of the sad parting, of the last embrace: 
There stood Ii is parents, there retir'd the Maid, 
So fond, so tender, and so much afraid ; 
And on that spot, through many a year, his mind 
Turn'd mournful back, half sinking, half resigned. 

« No one was present ; of its crew bereft, . 
A single boat was in the billows left ; ^ 
Sent from some anchored vessel in the Bay, 
At the returning tide to sail away : 
O'er the black stern the moon-light softly playM, * 
The loosen'd foresail flapping in the shade : 
All silent else on shore ; but from the town 
A drowsy peal of distant bells came down : 
From the tall houses here and there, a light 
Serv'd some confusM remembrance to excite \ 
u There," he observed, and new emotions felt, 
' u Was my first home— rand yonder Judith dwelt :— 

I)*ad ! dead are all ! I long — I fear to know," 
He said, and walk'd impatient, and yet slow.' Vol. I. p. S3. 
His were a medley of bewildering themes, 
Sad as realities, and wild as dreams/ p. 43. 

It comes out that he had married in the west, and been 
driven from his wife and children. Judith too has married, 
been unhappy, and is a widow. She gives up her time and 
attention to the soothing of Allen's old age. 
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* *Tis dow her office ; her attention see !. 
While her friend sleeps beneath that shading tree, 
Careful, she guards him from the glowing heat, 
And pensive muses at her dlltn'j feet, 

* And where is he r Ah ! doubtless in those scenes 
Of his best days, amid the vivid greens, 

Fresh with unnumbered rills, where ev'ry gale 

Breathes the rich fragrance of the neighb'ring vale; 

Smiles not his wife, and listens as there comes 

The night-bird's music from the thick'ning glooms ? 

And as he sits with all these treasures nigh, 

Blaze not with fairy-light the phosphor-fly, , 

When like a sparkling gem it wheels illumin'd by ? 

This is the joy that now so plainly speaks 

In the warm transient flushing of his cheeks ; 

For he is list'ning to the fancied noise 

Of his own children, eager in their joys ;— 

AH this he feels, a dream's delusive bliss 

Gives the expression, and the glow like this. 

And now rajs Judith lays her knitting by, 

These strong emotions in her friend to spy ; 

For she can fully of their nature deem. 

But see ! he breaks the long-protracted theme, 

And wakes and cries — €€ My God ! 'twas but a dream !" ' 

The death of Lucy, too, in < The Mother,' though obvious 
in conception and easy of execution, has something in it that 
pleases. 

Mr, Crabbe, again, though his descriptions are mostly affect- 
ed with that tedious minuteness we have already spoken of, can 
certainly describe with the hand of a master. Here is a beau- 
tiful description of the closing autumn. 

« Cold grew the foggy morn, the day was brief, 
Loose on the cherry hung t,he crimson leaf; 
The dew dwelt ever on the herb ; the woods 
Roar'd with strong blasts, with mighty showers the floods; 
All green was vanish'd, save of pine and yew, 
That still displav'd their melancholy hue ; 
Save the green holly with its berries red, 
And the green moss that o'er the gravel spread. * 

The Patron, Vol. I. p. 101. 
The Gypsey group, in ' The Lover's Journey,' has great 
jnerit. 

* Again the country was enclos'd, a wide 
And sandy road has banks on either side ; 
Where, lol a hollow on the left appeared, 
And there a Gipsy-tribe their tent had rear'd ; 
'Twas open spread, to catch the morning sun, 
And they had now their early meal begun, 
When two brown boys just left their grassy seat, 
The early Trailer with their pray'rs to greet : 
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While yet Orlando held his- peace io hand* 

He saw their sister on her duty stood ; 

Some twelve years old, demure, affected, sly, 

Prepared the force of early powers to try ; 

Sudden a look of languor he descries. 

And well-feiga'd apprehension in her eyes * 

Traio'd but yet savage, io her speaking face, 

He mark'd the features of her vagrant race : 

When a light laugh and roguish leer expressed 

The vice implanted in her youthful breast : 

Forth from the tent her elder brother came/ 

Who 8eem'd offended, yet forbore to blame 

The young designer, but could only trace 

The looks of pity in the Trav'ler's face : 

Within, the fathei, who from fences nigh 

Had brought the fuel for the fire's supply, 

Watch'd now the feeble blaze, and stood dejected by t 

On ragged rug, just borrowM from the bed, 

And by the hand of coarse indulgence fed, 
In dirty patch-work negligently dress'd, 

Reclin'd the wife, an inlant at her breast ; 

In her wild face some touch of grace remain' d 9 

Of vigour palsied and of beauty stain 'd ; 

Her blood shot eyes on her unheeding mate 

Were wrathful turn'd, and seem'd her wants to state* 

Cursing hi b tardy aid — her Mother there 

With Gipsy-state engross'd the only chair ; 

Sol.mn and dull her look ; with sucji she stands, 

And reads the milk-maid's fortune in her hands, 

Tracing the lines of life ; assum'd through years, 

Bach feature now the steady falsehood wears : 

With hard and savage eye she views the food, 

And grudging pinches their intruding brood: 

Last in the group, the worn-out Grandsire sits 

Neglected, lost, and living but by fits ; 

Useless, despi&'d, his worthless labours done, 

And half protected by the vicious son, 

Who half supports him ; he with heavy glance, 

Views the young ruffians who around him dance ; 

And, by the sadness in his face, appears 

To trace the progress of their future years ; 

Through what strange course of misery, vice, deceit, 

Must wildly wander each unpractised cheat \ 

What shame and grief, what punishment and pain, 

Sport of fierce passions, must each child sustain— 

Ere they like him approach their latter end, 

Without a hope, a comfort, or a friend V Vol. I. pp. 197—199. 

In portrait-painting, Mr. C. is often successful. 

* Counter meantime selected, doubted, weighed, 
And then brought hope a young complying Maid;*-* 
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A tender creature, full of fears, as charms , 
A beauteous nursling from its mother's arms \ 
A soft, sweet blossom, such as men must lore, 
But to preserve must keep it in the stove : 
She had a mild, subdued, expiring look- 
Raise but the voice, and this fair creature shook ( 
Leave her alone, she felt a thousand fears- 
Chide, and she melted into floods of tears \ 
Fondly she pleaded and would gently sigh, 
For very pity, or she knew not why ; 
One whom to govern none could be *fraid— 
Hold up the finger this meek thing obey'd ; 
Her happy Husband had the easiest task- 
Say but his will, no question would she ask ; 
She sought no reasons, no affairs she knew, 
Of business spoke not, and had qoughl to do* 

The Wager, Vol. ILpp. 159, 160. 

* But in this instant SyviPt eye had seen 
The tall fair person and the still staid mien ; 
The glow that temp'rance o'er the cheek had spread, * 

Where the soft down half-veil'd the purest red ; 
And the serene deportment that proclaimed 
A heart unspotted, and a life unblam'd , 
But then with these she saw attire too plain, 
The pale brown coat, though worn without a stain i 
The formal air, and something of the pride 
That indicates the wealth it seems to hide ; 
And looks that were not, she conceived, exempt 
From a proud pity* or a sly contempt.' ' 

Tfc Frank Couwhifi, Vol, I. pp, IS0.?131. 

Mr. C was on a former occasion, em men tly successful in 
depicturing madness. We think the following does no dis- 
credit to its author. 

' Friends now appear 'd, but in the Man was seen 
The angry Maniac, with vindictive mien ; 
Too late their pity gave to care and skill 
The hurried mind and ever-wandering will ; 
Unnotic'd pass'd all time, and not a ray 
Of reason broke on his benighted way ; 
But now he spurn 'd the straw in pure disdain, 
And now laugh'd loudly at the clinking chain. 

' Then as its wrath subsided, by degrees 
The mind sank slowly to infantine ease ; ^ 

To playful folly, and to causeless joy , 
Speech without aim, and without ^nd, employ § 
He drew fantastic figures on the wall, 
And gave some wild relation of them all ; 
With brutal shape he join d the human face* 
And irfiotsii^eiajproFM the motly race. 
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9 Harmless at length th* unhappy man was found* 
The spirit settled, but the reason drown'd ; 
And all the dreadful tempest died away 
To the dull stillness of the misty day. 

< And now his freedom he attain'd,— if free 
The lost to reason, truth, and hope can be ; 
His friends, or wearied with the charge, or sue 
The harmless wretch was now beyond a cure, 
Gave him to wander where he pleased, and find 
His own resources for the eager mind : " 

The nlayful children of the place he meets, 
Playful with them he rambles through the streets ; 
In all they need, his stronger arm he lends, 
And his Jost rajnd to these approving friends. 

< That gentle Maid, whom once the Youth had lovM, 
Is now with mild religious pity mov'd ; 

Kindly she chides his boyish flights, while he 
Will for a moment fix'd and pensive be ; 
' • And as she trembling speaks, his lively eyes 

Explore her looks, he listens to her sighs; 
Charm'd by her voice, th' harmonious sounds invade 
His clouded mind, and for a time persuade ; 
Like a pleas'd Infant, who has newly caught 
From the maternal glance a gleam of thought ; 
He stands enrapt, the half-known voice to hear, 
And starts, half-conscious, at the falling tear. 

« Rarely from town, nor then unwatchM, he goes, 
In darker mood, as if to hide his woes $ 
Returning soon, he with impatience seeks 
His youthful friends, and shouts, and sings/and speaks ; 
Speaks a wild speech with action all as wild— 
The children's leader, and himself a child ; 
He spins their top, or, at their bidding bends 
His back, while o'er it leap his laughing friends ^ 
Simple and weak, he acts the boy once more, 
And heedless children call him Silly Shore.* 

Edward Shore, Vol. II. pp. 19—21. 

These passages certainly possess excellence. On tbe whole, 
however, we are very far from thinking that these tales will 
add to tbe reputation of the author of the Village and the 
Borough. Lovers ad we are of poetry, it was with no little diffi- 
culty that we toiled through this heavy mass of verse. We 
seemed jogging on a broken-winded Pegasus through all the 
flats and bogs of Parnassus. We do hope that, when Mr. Crabbe 
has it in contemplation to appear again before, tbe public, he 
will employ a little more judgement in the selection of his sub- 
jects, a little more .fancy in their decoration, and withal & 
little more time in preparing ten thousand verses for the pre*. 
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One word at parting. Mr. C says a great deal about religion 
and grace in these volumes. Not having been able perfectly 
to comprehend his opinions on these subjects, we snail only 
venture to assure him that virtue is the certain companion of 
grace, and feeling in no wise incompatible with reason. 

Art. XIII. Transactions of the Geological Smety* established November 
IS, 1807. Volume the First. Cadell andDavies. 1811. v 

"VTO person who has contemplated, with any degree of atten- 
tion, the progress* of science, and the different complexion 
it has assumed in the successive periods of its growth, will 
deny the influence which learned societies have had in 
furthering the advancement of general knowledge, and di- 
vesting truth of the disguises, perversions, and misrepresenta- 
tions, to which it will ever be liable in the minds of indivi- 
duals, so long as individuals are liable to prejudice or supersti- 
tion. The uspof these societies in collecting scattered frag- 
ments of information, and affording numbers, who would 
shun the labour of a detached literary performance, an op- 
portunity to communicate to the public their observations and 
experiments, is undoubtedly great. But to confine their ^ 
beneficial influence to these advantages would be to estimate 
them much below their real worth; Our numerous periodical 
publications are amply sufficient for these purposes, without 
the assistance of 4 Transactions.' The ' acta' of a .society have 
a higher claim upon attention, and a more extensive effect 
upon the real state of scieuce, both from the circumstance of 
their being deemed worthy of preservation, as specimens of 
the labours of a respectable association of individuals, who 
must naturally wish to appear in a favourable light; and. 
from that scientific .moderation, .which the very nature of 
such a society imposes upon its members. We cannot there*, 
fore be surprised, that the different branches of learning 
which have successively engaged a more or less general, 
degree of interest, should have become the centre of attrac- 
tion to such as were desirous of promoting their cultivation, 
or improving their influence. They directly tend to banish 
that narrow-minded jealousy, which conceals its discoveries 
under anagrams and mysteries, and to excite an emulation 
to deserve the fairest reward of science, the consciousness 
of having promulgated truth to the utmost extent in our 
power. 

The various branches of Natural History are obviously more 
susceptible of advantage from the union of multifarious ob- 
servation, and a moderated predilection for system, than 
almost any other divisions of science. And they have enjoyed 
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these advantages to a very considerable extent, through the 
medium of the Linnean Society, the transactions of which, for 
a series of years, have been held in deserved estimation 
both in Britain and on the continent. The name, as implying 
the adoption of the opinions of an individual, might perhaps 
seem liable to objection ; but the essential principle of the Lin- 
nean system-— a nomenclature fixed by diagnostic definitions*** 
is so evidently indispensable in Natural History, that it is far 
more excusable than the appellation of a similar society from 
the founder of an hypothesis. The diversity of subjects 
brought before the Linnean Society is however so great, that 
though it allows a portion of attention to the progress of those 
strictly belonging to Natural History, commensurate to their cul- 
tivation in this country, it precludes the possibility of noticing 
the rapid advance of Geology and Mineralogy, with sufficient 
minuteness, or of duly encouraging the co-operation of the 
increasing number of observers. A society confining itself to 
these pursuits became necessary. . 

' A few individuals, wlio were the founders of the society* met in 
consequence of a desire of communicating to each other the result of their 
observations, and of examining how far the opinions maintained by the 
writers on geology were in conformity with the facts presented by nature. 
They likewise hoped, that a new impulse might, through their exertions* - 
be given to this science ; and with this view, shortly after their establish* 
ment, they drew up and distributed a series of inquiries, calculated in 
their opinion to excite a greater degree of attention to this important study, 
than it had yet received in this country ; and to serve as a guide to the 
geological traveller, by pointing out some of the various objects, which k 
is his province to examine. 9 

The encouragement and attention which the Association 
met with, exceeded all expectation. It was soon joined by- 
names of high respectability in the literary world, attracted, 
we may reasonably suppose, by the promise of usefulness 
which it manifested; as the paltry gratification of adding 
F. G. 8; to the string of letters attached to their names, can 
scarcely be thought to have operated on them as a temptation. 
The commencement of a collection was made, which has al- 
ready considerably increased, and affords, by its judicious. ar- 
rangement, every facility of being consulted. Mapfe, platis, 
and sections have been liberally contributed by the various 
members, and already present a most valuable store of infor- 
mation, particularly relating to the geology of this country. 
This store will probably increase rapidly from the num- 
bers who can, with a trifling degree of trouble, contribute 
their quota, and the evident importance of an extensive col- 
lection. A library must of course be the work of time, or thtif 
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application of funds which are seldom at the disposal of a so- 
ciety ; a commencement, however, is made by a number of 
books, ^either the donation of members, or acquired by pur- 
chase. The transactions of the various sittings have been re- 
gularly noticed, and, in general, a short extract of the papers, 
jfiven in our Philosophical Journals ; and in the short space of 
three or four years, the society had attained to a regularity 
and respectability inferior to few. This has been, undoubt- 
edly, owing in a considerable measure, to the unremitting 
and weji directed exertions of the worthy president Mr. G. B. 
Greenough, whose extensive acquaintance with the phenoroe* 
na of nature both in Britain and abroad, joined with an un- 
bounded liberality in communicating his knowledge to the 
lovers of science, most eminently qualify him for the chair. 
Every friend of geology will wish that he may long continue 
to fill it, and to maintain that principle of Lord Bacon adopt- 
ed as the motto of the volume before us : 

' Quod si cut raortaliura cordi et curse sit, non tantum inrentis hserere, 
atque iis uti, sed ad ulteriora peoetrare ; atque non disputando adversa- 
riura, sed opere naturam vincere ; denique non belle et probabiliter opinari, 
sed certo et osteosive scire ; tales, tanquam veri scientiarum filii, nobis (si 
ridebitur) se adjungant ; ut omissis nature atriis, quae infiniti contriverunt, 
aditus aliquando ad interiora patefiat.' 

In the present volume, all attempts to compare, explain, or 
confute the systems of geology which have been proposed by 
different authors, are very properly avoided ; though ■' every 
latitude has been allowed to authors, with regard to their the- 
oretical inferences, from the observations which they record.* 
The state of the science is as yet such, that, though every 
one who pursues it will probably form or adopt some theory 
to assist in arranging his ideas, it will probably be long be- 
fore any theory advances so far beyond the dignity of hy- 
pothesis, as to deserve the exclusive adoption of a society. 

Eighteen papers are presented to the public in this first 
volume of the Transactions ,of the Geological Society, of 
which eleven are, strictly speaking, geological, and the re- 
mainder mineralogical. 

The first gives some Account of the Structure of the Channel 
Islands, Alderney, Guernsey, Sercq, and Jersey, by Dr. Mac 
Cullocb, in illustration of three maps, and six views illustra- 
ting their geology. They seem to be parts of a chain of 
granitic rocks, extending from Cape La Hogue to Ushant, and 
running parallel with the similar chain from Dartmoor to the 
Scilly Islands. A striking difference is however perceptible in 
the two ridges; the granite of Corn wall being peculiarly metal* 
liferous, while that of the Channel Islands appears destitute of 
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metallic substances, with the exception of iron. The greater 
part of the coasts of all these Islands consists of high rocky 
cliffs, principally of granite, s sienite, and gneiss, though the 
northern and western parts of Sercq consist of trap, fcnd Al- 
derney of horn stone, porphyry, and a stratified grit, fbfmed 
of the detritus of the granitic rocks, separated from the 
porphyry, by alternating beds of black granite. In Port des 
Moulins, in the Island of Sercq, the author notices the follow- 
ing remarkable occurrence of which a view is also given. 

' A very large wall of reddish granite, the end of a rein from which 
the schitose strata have been washed, stands Jar out on the shore forming 
a natural arch. Where die arch is formed, a softer cross fissure seems to 
have existed from which the loose materials have been washed away. This 
vein intersects the grauwacke, and is nearly perpendicular, running 
in an east and west direction. Parallel and near to it, is a similar vein, 
but not standing out from the cliff, and between these two granite veins is 
contained a vein of argillaceous stone about fifteen feet thick, the whole 
forming a singular kind of stratified vein lying in the grauwack6.* 

' f Little is therefore to be expected from the mineral riches of 
these islands but materials for masonry and paving, for which 
many varieties of granite are admirably adapted, as they are 
what the workmen call free, that is break in the direction in 
which the wedges are applied. .'.-.. 

The third paper is by Mr. H. Holland, On the natural his- 
tory of the Cheshire rock-salt district. This gentleman has 
already given an account of many particulars relating to the 
immense subterraneous magazines of salt, which the county of 
Chester possesses, in the Survey published by theBoard of Agri- 
culture. He here considers their mineralogical situation and 
characters. The formation in which they occur, is that termed 
by Mr. Farey, the great reel marie, which is also very constantly 
attended by gypsum. It appears from Hassenfratz* Memoir 
in the Annales de Chimie, that the salt beds of Translyvania 
and Poland resemble those of Cheshire, not oiily in the at- 
tending strata, but also their position in small plains surround- 
ed by bills, while those of Salzburg are at very great eleva- 
tions. The masses of real rock-salt at Northwich, have been 
traced in a direction from N. E. to S. W. for a mile and a half, 
but the breadth seems no where to exceed otie thousand four 
hundred yards. There are two strata one above the other, the 
upper from twenty to thirty yards thick, the lower has never 
been perforated, but a shaft has been sunk in it to the depth of 
near forty yards ; they are separated by a bed of indurated 
clay of about ten yards. This surface is at least twelve or thir- 
teen yards below the low water mark of the sea at Liverpool, 
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apd they are situated at the termination of a low plain, sur* 
rounded .on all sides by high ground, except where the river ^ 
Weaver pursues its course to join the estuary of the Mersey* 
Mr. Holland is of opinion* that the deposition of beds of this 
mineral, from the waters of the sea, admits of little doubt, and 
the close similarity of the products from sea water, and those 
from rock salt, is certainly a powerful argument for this idea. 
He seems also, convinced, that the deposition of the Cheshire 
accumulations took place in the situations which they at pre- 
sent occupy. The strongest objections to this opinion, arise 
from the extent of the stratum of red marie, and the difficulty 
of ascribing to it so recent a formation in other places. For 
the absence of petrifactions, which our author notices, by no 
means implies that organic bodies did not exist at the time 
that these beds were formed, but merely that the medium in 
which they were suspended or deposited, was incapable of 
preserving them or their forms; as many of the beds in the 
coal formations shew no figures of vegetables, though it is 
very evident that vegetable matter in a carbonic or bituminous 
state is an ingredient in their composition. It may even be 
suggested, that the gypsum of this formation is the product of 
the calcareous parts of animals, combined with the sulphuric 
acid of the suspending menstruum. 

In the fourth paper, we have an Account of the Pitch Lake of 
the Island of Trinidad, by Dr. Nicholas Nugent. The northern 
chain of mountains of this island seems to be formed of gneiss, 
and mica slate, and of limestone, while the southern plain con- 
sists of alluvial soil, apparently accumulated by the agency of the 
Orinoco ; and the author ascribes the formation of the pitch 
lake to masses of vegetable matter brought down by that 
enormous stream, rather than to the destruction of a forest or 
savannah on the island. The lake is situated above the Point la 
Brage, which consists of porcelain jasper. It is about three 
miles in circumference, of unknown depth, and elevated con- 
siderably above the level of the sea, and even above the sur- 
rounding land. Dr. Nugent gives the following description of 
his visit to the place. 

< We ascended the hill to the plantation where we procured a negro 
guide, who conducted us through a wood about three quarters of a mile. , 
We now perceived a strong sulphureous and pitchy smell, like that of 
burning coal, and soon after had a view of the lake, which at first sight 
appeared to be an expanse of still water, frequently interrupted, by clumps 
-of dwarf trees or islets of rushes or shrubs, but on a nearer approach we 
found it to be in reality an extensive plain of mineral pitch , with frequent 
crevices and chasms filled with water. The singularity of the scene wa* 
altogether so great, that it was sometime before I could recover from my 
aurprize so as to investigate it minutely. The surface of the lake is of the 
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colour of ashes, and at this season (in the month of October), was not 
polished or smooth so as to/ be slippery ; the hardness or consistence was 
«ueh as to bear any weight, and it was not' adhesive though it partially 
received the impression of the foot ; it bore us without any tremulous mo- 
tion whatever, and several head of cattle were browsing on it in perfect se- 
curity. In the dry season, however, the surface is much more yielding* and 
must be in a state approaching to fluidity, as is shewn by pieces of recent 
wood and other substances being enveloped in it. Even large branches 
of trees which were a foot above the level, had in some way become en- 
veloped in the bituminous matter. The insterstices or chasms are very 
numerous, ramifying and joining in every direction, and in the wet season 
being filled with water,' present the only obstacle to walking over the 
surface; these cavities are generally deep in proportion to their width ; 
tome being only a few inches in depth, others several feet, and many almost 
unfathomable : the water in them is good and uncontaminated by the 
pitch ; the people of the neighbourhood derive their supply from this 
source, and refresh themselves by bathing in it ; fish are caught in it, and 
particularly a very good species of mullet. How these crevices originate 
it may net be easy to explain. The lake contains many islets covered with 
long grass and shrubs, which are the haunts of birds of the most exquisite 
plumage, as the pools are of the snipe and plover. Alligators are also 
said to abound here. 9 pp. 64, 65. 

It appears at times to be of a very yielding nature, and is 
said to nave swallowed up, in the course of a night, the cauld- 
rons which the Spaniards had erected upon k with a view to 
convert the bitumen to economical purposes.. The njegro 
houses of the vicinity are also frequently twisted by its subsi- 
ding. As the substance is in every respect well adapted to 
supply the place of pitchy the importance of so vast a reser- 
voir, when justly appreciated, must be very great. 

The Souffriere, of the Island of Montserrat, is briefly des- 
cribed by the same author, in the seventh paper. It is re* 
markable that almost every island in the Western Archipelago, 
has a spot thus denominated from its volcanic phenomena. 
Dr. Nugent mentions Nevis, St. Kitts, Guadaloupe, Domi- 
nica, Martinico, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent. The last has 
unfortunately of late been an object not merely of curiosity, 
but of terror. The souffrieres of Guadaloupe and St. Lucia., 
are also decided volcanos. Our author thinks these circum- 
stances sufficient to refute the idea of most who have touched 
upon the formation of the West Indian Islands, * that they 
originally formed parts of the American continent, and that 
the encroachments of the sea have left only the higher parts 
of the land as insular points above its present level.* Some, he 
admits, from the primitive rocks which they contain, "may be 
ascribed to this origin : but it does not, he thinks, apply to 
such as are formed of organic substances, or by a volcanic 
agency. We must, however,- observe, that alluvial tracts are 
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generally formed around or upon a portion of older strata, as 
Br. Nugent has himself shewn in the instance of Trinidad ; 
and that volcanos as frequently perforate, or re§t upon primi- 
tive rocks, as arise from the bottom of the sea. Alluvial or 
volcanic strata may at present compose the whole of the visi- 
ble surface of many of these islands ; but this by no means 
demonstrates, that their original basis is not part of the 
ancient continent. Indeed it requires the admission of a very 
considerable latitude in the meaning of the term volcanic, to 
make it include the souffriere* of most of the islands : and 
though every extensive evolution of heat will be called a 
volcano, by such as classify the appearances of nature accord- 
ing to their effects, it is evident that the geologist cannot 
apply the term, vague as it is, to a mass of pyrites, or a 
stratum of coal in a state of ignition. The justice of these 
observations will sufficiently appear from the author's des- 
, cription of the spot. 

' We continued our ride, till we came to the side of a very deep 
ravine, which extends in a winding direction the whole way from one of 
the higher mountains to the sea. A rugged horse path was traced along 
the bnnk of the ravine, which we followed amidst the most beautiful and 
romantic scenery. At the head of this ravine, is a small amphitheatre 
formed by lofty surrounding mountains, and here is situated what is termed 
u the Sulphur/' Though the scene was grand and well worthy of obser- 
vation, yet, I confess, 1 could not help feeling a good deal disappointed, as 
there was nothing like a crater to be seen, or any thing else that could 
lead me to suppose the place had any connection with a volcano. On the 
the north, east, and west sides, were lofty fountains, wooded to the tops, 
composed apparently of the same kind of porphyry we had noticed all along 
the way : On the south, the same kind of rock of no great height, quite 
bare of vegetation, amj ip a very peculiar state of decomposition : And 
on the south-eastern side, our path and the outlet into the ravine. The 
whole area thus included, might be three or four hundred yards' in length 
and half that distance in breadth. The surface of the ground not occu- 
pied by the ravine, was broken and strewed with fragments and masses of 
the porphyritic rock, for the most part so exceedingly decomposed, as to 
be friable and to crumble on the smallest pressure. For some time, I 
thought this substance, which is perfectly white and in some instances 
exhibits an arrangement like crystals, was a peculiar mineral* but after- 
wards became convinced, that it was merely die porphyritic rock singu- 
larly altered, by a strong sulphureous or sulphuric acid vapour.... Amidst 
the loose stones and fragments of decomposed rock are many fissures and 
crevices, whence very strong sulphureous exhalations arise, which are 
disused to a considerable distance ; these exhalations are so powerful as to 
impede respiration, and near any of the fissures are quite intolerable aad 
suffocating. The buttons of my coat, and some silver and keys in rSf 
pocket were instantaneously discoloured. An intense degree of heat is 
evolved, which added to the apprehension of the ground crumbling and 
giving -way, renders it difficult and painful to walk near any of these fis- 
Vou VIII. 5 1 
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sures. ' The water oft rivulet which flows down the aides of the mouiv- 
tain and passes over this place is made to boil with violence, and becomes 
loaded with sulphureous impregnations. Other branches of the same 
rivulet which do not pass immediately near these fissures, remain cool and 
!impid» and thus you may with one hand touch one rill which is at the 
boiling point, and with the other hand touch another rill which is of the 
usual temperature of water of that climate. ...On the margins of these fis- 
sures, and indeed almost over the whole place, are to be seen most beauti- 
ful crystallizations of sulphur.'* pp. 186 — 188. 

Tbe sixth paper, by Dr. Berger of Geneva, on the physical 
structure of Devonshire and Cornwall, is the longest in the 
volume, and unquestionably one of the most attractive. We 
regret that we are obliged to confine our account of it within 
limits so inadequate to convey even the more important of his 
observations on this interesting portion of our island. After 
some remarks on the chalk strata, and the formation of the 
flints which they contain, a formation which extends a hun- 
dred and fifty miles from east to west along the southern 
coast of Britain, Dr. Berger examines the transition country 
around Exeter, consisting of sand, gravel, sandstone, and 
amygdaloid in various degrees of cohesion. The strata at 
Heavitree, near Exeter, 'dip S. E. at an angle of about 15°.' 
Tq this, in tbe south, succeed limestone strata which do not 
appear to be perfectly discriminated, though at Flying Bridge 
our author found, what is termed by tbfe Wernerians * tbe 
transition limestone' in its true character. A few miles east of 
Oakhampton, the gratfwacke formation commences, which 
attends both sides of the whole of the low mountain chain of 
Devon and Cornwall, the central part consisting of gtanitfe, 
and the south-western terminating in a serpentine formation. 
Brown Willy, near Bodmin, is the most elevated point, being 
1368 feet above the level of the sea. Dr. Berger observes, 
that ' this range presents a regularity in its composition, rare* 
ly found in great chains. 9 The Alps have calcareous moun- 
tains on the north, while to the south the schistose strata ex* 
tend to the plains ; and similar diffesences between the oppo- 
site sides occur in the Pyrenean and Siberian ch*sms of moun- 
tains. The grauwacke is either compact or slaty ; the latter 
variety is called kitlas by the miners, and is very frequently 
metalliferous. Our author mentions 'that he has never found 
in it any impression of organic bodies, nor is he aware that it 
has ever been found to contain them ;* but we think he is mis- 
taken, as it certainly does contain vegetable impressions in tbe 
Karz, as noticed by Blumenbach; (Han&b* der natur geschichte) 
and we are much deceived if we have not found casts of fusi- 
form madrepores, and of a striated bivalve, in our British 

- : • ■ ....... . -. ^ . _ 

* The reader may compare this description with that extracted fro© 
Mr, Hooker's publication on Iceland, in tbe EcL Rev. for June 1812. 
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strata. The serpentine commences at Port-hallo accompanied 
by metalloidal diallage, and forms the Lizard point From 
Mullyan to the N. W. the grauwacke continues, and forms the*, 
highest cliffs of this part of the cba$f. Dr. Berger mentions a 
currbus fact at the mouth of the river Loe : 

''The river forms a kind of reservoir at a little distance from the 
seaj which I fouod to be one hundred and sixty paces at low water, 
from which the water runs into the sea by a subterranean passage, 
The water in the pool is fresh, though the bar of sand between it and 
the sea 13 not more than twenty feet high. This shews that the tides 
do not rise very high, and the inhabitants assured me that at no time of 
the year did they find the water at Loe Pool become salt. I tasted it re- 
peatedly, and found it quite fresh/ pp. 140, 141. 

An idea is entertained, and discussed much at large by 
Dr. Maton, that the sea has encroached very considerably 
ttpon the land ifa the neighbourhood of Mount's Bay, and even 
the number of churches swallowed up has been stated ; but 
Dr. Berger is of opinion, that if such a catastrophe ever took 
place, * it must have been previous to the deposition of the 
grauwacke formation, consequently at a period extremely 
remote from that of any historical record whatever.' At the 
extreme point of Cornwall, the descending granite at last 
excludes the grauwacke, which is only seen at low water 
on the shore at Mouse- hole. Here Dr. Berger notices the 
veins of granite which intersect the grauwacke, a phenome- 
non to which so much importance is attached by the Hut- 
tonians, and which has also been observed in many other 
places. We cannot here enter into the dispute between the 
favourers of the two systems, but think Dr. Berger perfectly 
correct in stating that * they by no means prove, that both the 
granite and the veins are of later formation than the strata of 
grauwacke. 9 The Logan rocks, or rocking stones, our authofr 
ascribes to the mode in which granite disintegrates, but he does 
not admit that granite is ever stratified. Returning along 
the northern side of the chain, the blocks of schorl rock, 
which probably form a subordinate bed in the granite, attract 
attention. The strata of grauwacke which, on the southern 
side of the chain slope to the south* were bere found, as 
might be suspected, to incline towards N. W. that is, in both 
instances, from the granite. Dr. Berger remarks that the 
productive veins range in a direction from E. S. E. to W. N. W., 
those of copper being generally longer than those containing 
tin ; the latter are found exclusively in the granite, but the 
former though chiefly in the grauwacke, are not confined to 
that stratum* The cross courses, or unproductive veins, in- 
tersect the metalliferous veins nearly at right angles, and 
are evidently of later formation. The regular mines worked 
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in Cornwall in 1800, amounted to 99; of which 45 were of 
copper, 28 of tin, 18 of copper and tin, 2 of lead; the rest 
produced silver, cobalt, and antimony ; and at present some 
mines of manganese are opened. To this paper and to 
another, by the same author, on the geology of some parts 
of Hampshire and Dorsetshire, tables or the heights of places 
above the level of the Sea, by barometrical admeasurements, 
are annexed. 

The eighth paper, on. the Wrekin and the great Coal* 
field of Shropshire, by Arthur Aikin, Esq. displays great 
ability, and is of considerable importance, by adding to our 
knowledge of the extent and situation of those deposits of 
fuel, on which the commercial advantages of this kingdom 
so much depend. The great Shropshire coal-formation 
lies adjacent to the old and red sandstone, which occupies 
so large a portion of the north western part of England, and 
to which the rock-salt district is subordinate. At the Madelv 
Colliery, a pit has been sunk through all the beds to the depth 
of 729 feet : they are there no less than 86 in number, but 
vary, as in most other coal fields : for k is certain, notwith- 
standing the frequent representations to the contrary, that 
beds of coal and the intervening strata, are liable to very 
considerable alterations in thickness, though their increase 
or decrease is generally so gradual, as not to be perceptible 
in the works of each separate mine. Mr. Aikin is mistaken, 
in referring the peculiar configuration of the curl-stone to 
an animal origin ,• it occurs in the common argillaceous 
ironstone after torrefaction, and is well described by Mr. 
Martin in his Petrificata Derbiensia. (Plate 27. fig. 4.) Thexoal 
formation rests upon a limestone, which appears to be iden- 
tified with that of Dudley by the occurrence of the entomo* 
lithns paradoxus. ' The great mass of the Wrekin, the 
Lawley, Caer Caradoc, &c. consist of an unstratified trap- 
formation,' comprising felspar, and green-stone rocks, the 
latter of which affect the magnetic needle. 

4 ThtBt rocks are incumbent on highly elevated strata of transition 
slate: on the eastern side of this mass it appears, That there is a great 
deposit of stratified rocks, consisting of quarry grit ; of a micaceous sand- 
stone, nearly allied to greenstone ; of a sandy slate-clay ; of limestone, 
slaty marie, and sandstone slate, in alternating beds ; and of the independent 
coal-formation ; all rising up parallel, or nearly so, with the trap at a 
horizontal angle, the magnitude of which decreases, in proportion to the 
distance of each bed from the trap • • . That on the western side the mass 
of deposits is very small, consisting of a sandstone composed of angular 
fragments, on which rests a thin, broken coal formation : That the old 
red sandstone bounds the whole of this series of rocks on the east, north, 
and north-west, but though in contact, appears to be perfectly unconnected 
with them.' p. 212. 

"he amygdaloid containing in its vesicles concretions of 
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glassy actynolite, is noticed as a singular and little known 
mineralogical production of this trap formation. 

Dr. William Futon's ' Notice respecting the geological 
structure of the viciuity of Dublin; with an account of soipe 
rare minerals found in Ireland/ in the 11th paper, is inter- 
esting, but, for want of attention to the geognostic relations 
of the various rocks, unsatisfactory. Limestone; granite, 
the Quarry roqk of the Sugar loaf, Bray head add Shank hill, 
and a trap formation near Ballinascorney, are the most 
remarkable features. The minerals which are enumerated 
as the production of Ireland are — vesuvian, grenattte, beryl, 
andalusite, a crystallized mineral resembling indurated 
talc, hollow spar, pitchstone, granular sulphate of barytes, 
and wavellite. 

On the Mineralogy of the Malvern Hills, by Leonard 
Horner, Esq. This paper (the 12th.) contains a minute descrip- 
tion of the various rocks which form this ridge, and their rela- 
tive situation. The. higher part consists of unstratified masses 
of granitic rock, exhibiting various combinations of felspar, 
quarz, mica, hornblende and epidote ; the western declivity 
presents strata of limestone, and of an argillaceous stone con* 
taining nodules of limestone, but considerably resembling 
grauwacke. These strata are all very much elevated and 
sometimes vertical ; they form a continued succession of hills, 
and their respective bearings differ, in different places, 
though they generally range N. and S. parallel to the granitic 
chain. On the eastern side, the granitic rocks descend to 
an extensive plain of red sand stone, the strata of which are 
horizontal. These phenomena the author endeavours to 
explain, according to the Huttonian hypothesis, by supposing 
the moveable mass of granite to have acted in a direction 
from W. to E ; and in bursting through the superincumbent 
strata to have elevated, and partly overturned, the strata to 
the West Its strength being in this manner exhausted, the 
country to the East remained in the same state as before. 
The application has evidently a degree of plausibility in 
this instance, though we do not doubt that the facts adroit 
of an explanation on opposite principles. We however 
agree with Mr. Horner in his concluding remark. 

* If the geologist strictly guards himself against the influence of 
theory in his observations of nature, and faithfully records what he has 
seen, there is no danger of bis checking the progress of science, however 
much he may indulge in the speculative view of his subject/ p. 821. 

The X 3th paper is * a short notice accompanying a Section 
of Heligoland drawn up from the communication of Lieu- 
tenants Dickinson and Mac Qui loch, of the Royal Engineers/ 
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by Dr. J. Mac Culloch. The structure of the island seems 
peculiarly simple, consistiug of alternating beds of indurated 
clay and grey limestone, inclined to the N. E. at an angle of 
30° with the horizon. 

- In the fourteenth paper, Mr. Parkinson communicates some 
^observations on the Strata in the neighbourhood of London, and 
,on tbe fossil remains contained in them. The author agrees 
with Mr. Farey, Mr. Sinitji, &c. in supposing tbe strata sur- 
rounding the. metropolis to be the* most recent in this king- 
dom. He observes that ,. 

4 Real altoviai fossil, wash*d-out> of lifted or original superior strata 
by strong currents, and which in other parts are very abundant, are 
.rarely seen in tbe countries adjacent to the metropolis. This remark is 
necessary, since those widely extended beds of sand and gravel, with 
sandy clay sometimes- intermixed and sometimes interposed, and which 
baye been generally considered as alluvial beds, are here assumed to be 
the last or. newest strata of this island, slowly deposited by a pre-existent 
'ocean.' p. 327. * 

The idea, that the pebbles of tbe vicinity of London ' have 
not been rounded by rolling, but that they owe their figures 
.to the circumstances under which they were originally formed/ 
and * that they have each been produced by a distinct chemi- 
cal formatipn, which, it may be safely concluded, from the 
remains of marine animals so frequently found in them, took 
place at the bottom of the sea while these animals were yet 
" v ,uig >' — M f 4 Parkinson endeavours to prove by the crystal- 
line appearance of the attendant beds of sand, and by the 
perfect state of the iparks^of petrifactions 3 on their surfaces ; 
but he appears to us wholly unsuccessful. Where these pebbles 
are mixed with the ramose flints and other fossils found in 
chalk, it is evidently most natural to suppose, that the mix- 
ture has been formed by the agency of water from the debris 
of pne or two strata; but admitting that these uniform oval 
:P£bbks form exclusively a stratum, as at Woolwich, Black- 
heath, PI u instead, &c. where scarcely a ramose flint is to 
be faund: -either they were brought thither by the agency 
of, * water from some other place, or they were (as our author 
peems. to bint) formed on the spot, a deposition from the 
water. If the former was the case, it would be much more 
difficult to shew how the removal could take place without 
a degree' of friction, tending to produce the form which they 
now have, whatever their original figure may have been, 
than.toadmit that this friction was sufficient to produce tbat 
form altogether, if, oi> the contrary, they were formed where 
they at present exist, the impression of shells, &c. which 
they exhibit, 7 ought to correspond with the shells now mixed 
among them \ and as these impressions are mostly external, 
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we might reasonably expect to find the shell occasioning it, 
adjacent or adherent : but the impressions indicate ariomise. 
or rather tenebratulae, echini and aflcyonia ; genera not found 
among the shells interspersed between the pebbles, which 
present ostreae, ceritbiae, turritellae, cyclades, &c. It there- 
fore appears very evident to up, that the aniipais fo which 
the petrifactions in the pebbles owe their origin, and thope 
to which the exuviae interspersed among them belong, could 
not have existed at the same time : nor do we see any suffi- 
cient difference between the fossils of the pebbles and those 
of the chalk stratum, to justify the supposition of a different 
formation from that which deposited the chalk, though suieh a 
difference may possibly be found. The angular sand does not 
prove that it is a crystalline deposition; since varied modifi- 
cations of the size and motion of the bodies which. produce, 
sand by friction and contusion, break the fragments with aa 
irregular concboidal fracture, or split, them according to the 
directions of their crystalline lamina, or merely reduce them 
to minute pebbles by rubbing off the corners. The uninjured 
state of the impressions on the surface, appears., from the in- 
stances which we have seen, to beowiug to the protection af- 
forded by the projecting edges. When to these Circumstances 
we add, that the internal structure of these pebbles affords no 
symptom of concretion or crystalline aggregation, we must, at 
l^dst for the present, withhold our assent from Mr. Parkinson's 
hypothesis, and suppose that the beds of sand, gravel,, and 
clay, deposited upon the chalk stratum, are the detritus of 
higher strata in which the fossils of the pebbles had previously 
been enveloped, by an ocean inhabited by those genera whose 
preserved remains are mixed with them. This supposition 
gains additional probability from the circumstance that, iu 
France, strata of sand and sand stone occur, differing materi- 
ally from the sand, gravel and clay strata resting upon the 
chalk formation in our own country. We must, however, do 
Mr. Parkinson the justice to say, that the value of his excellent 
paper is by no means diminished by the introduction of this 
hypothesis, He h^s candidly exhibited the appearances c/f , 
nature, and the application which he has made of his extensive 
knowledge of fossil reliquia to the elucidation of the various 
beds which pass under his review, makes us wish to see many 
Other strata described with equal accuracy. There will then 
be some prospect of judging of the various formations, when 
they are identified by their respective inhabitants. 

The * Sketch of the Geology of Madeira,' by the Hon, 
H. G. Bennet, throws some light upon the formation of this 
island, which appears to be strictly volcanic, consisting of va- 
rious beds of lava. 
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« The most interesting geological facts are ; 1st, the intersection of tfae 
lava by dykes at right angles with the strata. 2dly, The rapid dips the 
strata make, particularly the overlaying of that of the Braze* Head, to 
the eastward of Funchal, where the blue, grey and red lavas are rolled up 
in one mass, and lie in a position as if they had slipped together from an 
upper stratum. Sdly, The columnar form of the lava itself, reposing on, 
and being covered by, beds of scoriae, ashes and pumice, which affords 
a strong argument for the volcanic origin of the columns themselves : 
and 4-thly, The veins of carbonate of lime and zeolite, whieh are not 
found here in solitary pieces as in the vicinity of JEtna and Vesuvius, but 
are amid the lavas and in the strata of pumice and tufa, and are diffused on 
the lava itself, and occasionally crystallized in its cavities.' p. 398. 

Our limits permit us only to add a very brief notice of the 
contents of the remaining papers. The second by Mr. Phillips 
contains a Description of tne veins of the Red Oxyd of Copper* 
and the manner in which that curious mineral was found. Ami- 
neralogical description of the substance is given, and six mo- 
difications of its primitive crystal, with their varieties, enume- 
rated and figured. The fifth and fifteenth are by Count de 
Bournon on the laumonite and bardiglione, or anhydrous sul- 
phate of lime. The former mineral, also called efflorescent 
zeolite, has not been chemically analysed, but its crystallogra- 
phical characters are very distinct, and are investigated by the 
Count with his usual ability. It is also distinguished by its' 
speedy decomposition when exposed to the air, and is found 
generally attendant upon zeolite. Fourteen modifications of 
its crystal are represented/ BardigHone, or anhydrous sul- 
phate of lime, differs from gypsum in being destitute of 
water, harder, and of a different crystallization. Like gypsum 
it appears to affect the rock-salt strata. In distinguishing it 
from plaster, the Count sketches a theory of the nature of 
that substance, which to us appears visionary. In order to 
explain the crystallizations of various substances, it may be 
convenient to refer them to an 6 integrant molecule', of certain 
angles and dimensions; but there is obvoiusly greatrisk of error, in 
attempting to deduce the physical properties of a substance 
from a principle which was merely geometrically inferred. 
Nor do we think, that the ideas of imperfect integrant mole- 
cules, and hollow integrant molecules are strictly philoso- 
phical. 

The ninth paper contains an elaborate Analysis of an 
Aluminous Chalybeate Spring in the Isle of Wight by Dr. 
A. Marcet. This mineral water is distinguished by its 
extraordinary strength. It contains 107,4 grains of ingre- 
dients (principally sulphat of iron, sulphat of alumine, and 
.sulphat of soda) in the pint ; and the method pursued by Dr. 
Marcet to obtain them, may be esteemed a. perfect specimen 
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of analytical chemistry. As such the description well de- 
serves attention ; otherwise we must confess we do not think 
the examination of a mineral spring of so much geological 
importance, as to justify so detailed an account in a vo- 
lume like this. 

In the eleventh paper Mr. Smithson Tennant mentions 
the occurrence of native concrete boracic acid as a volcanic 
production of the Li pari Islands, and recommends the exa- 
mination of other volcanic districts with a view to this object. 
And in the eighteenth, Mr. Pepys relates the melancholy ca- 
tastrophe of a company of mice, who, prying more curiously 
than cautiously into a solution of sulphate of iron, lost then; 
lives in it, but were rewarded for their scientific death, by a 
deoxygenisation of the metallic salt, which produced grains 
of pyrites, sulphur and black oxyd of iron. 

We have only to add that the volume is well and correctly 
printed, and that the plates, which are done up separately, are 
very neatly engraved. 

Art. XIV* Traite Elementaire des Machines: Par M. Hachette. In- 
- stttuteur de PEcole Imp6riale Polytechioque. {An Elementary Treatise on 

Machines^ &c.) 4to. pp. xx. S04. with 28 folio plates. Price 21. 

Paris, J. Klostermann nJs. London, Dulau and Co. 1811. 

A LTHOUGH treatises on the nature, construction, and 
power of machines, are very interesting, and, when ably 
executed, extremely useful ; yet we meet with them less fre- 
quently, than with works on most other subjects connected 
with the arts and sciences. The Germans have, in the course 
of three centuries, the extensive collections of Besson, Boi- 
teler, and Leupold ; the Italians have Ramelli, and two or 
three of a more modern date ; the French have the col- 
lection of machines approved by their Academy of Sciences, 
and those by Belidor, Berthollet, Perrouet, and Prony; and 
the English possess the collections given by Emerson and 
Gregory in their respective treatises of mechanics, BaileyV 
account of the machines approved by the Society of Arts, th£ 
machines described in the transactions of that useful Society, 
descriptions dispersed through the several volumes of the 
Repertory of Arts and Manufactures, and others given in 
some of our general Dictionaries of Arts and Sciences, 
especially in the Pantalogia, and in Rees's New Cyclopoedia. 
Each of the works here specified may be consulted with 
advantage, by those who are tracing either the theory or the 
construction of machinery. But there still remains much to 
be done; and we therefore always turn with considerable 
avidity to any new work which embraces, either entirely or in 
part, the same objects* 
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A complete treatise on machines would comprehend, in some 
measure, the description of all arts and trades: for there is 
not any mechanical art which has not its tools ; and the majo- 
rity of machines are no other than instruments or tools so 
perfected, that by their means men entirely uninstructed, may 
accomplish what could otherwise be effected only by the most 
skilful and able workmen. In this sense, however, a complete 
treatise on machines is not to be expected : and hence every 
writer who devotes his attention to the subject must adopt 
some principle of selection. M. Hachette, in the work before 
us, confines his attention to a particular class of machines, 
namely, those which are intended to transmit motion, and 
more especially those which receive the action of the res- 
pective movers directly. The sole movers applicable to 
machines, are animals, water, wind, and combustibles : the 
nature of these movers determines the form of the machines 
vr^icli may directly receive their action. Thus combustibles 
can only become movers in three ways. 1st. By passing from 
the solid to the gaseous state. 2dly. By converting fitter or 
some other liquid into gas. 3dly. By elevating the. tempera- 
ture of a permanent gas : this jqay obviously give rise to. three 
species of machines moved by combustibles. With regard 
to the wind, if we exclude sailing vessels, there will only fee 
ope class of machines receiving its action directly, which 
is the wind-mill, having its arbor of rotation horizontal or 
vertical, according to the form of the vanes or sails attached 
to that arbor. The machines which receive directly the action 
of water are more numerous. 

To describe and explain the principal machines which 
directly receive the action of one of these ipovers, is M, 
Bachette's object in the more considerable part of his first 
$hapter. He has, moreover, paid attention in this chapter to 
some hydraulic machines of the second class, viz. those 
which serve to raise water, but which are not necessarily put 
jn motion by that liquid, such as pumps, Arcbimedes's screw, 
&c. The first chapter, hi fact, relates to the following distiqct 
topics, and occupies one hundred and sixty pages: — Elemen- 
tary machines, the force of animals, water considered as a 
moving force : — Hydraulic machines of the first class, vis. 
water wheels, hydraulic pendulums, chain pumps, syphons, 
Venturis syphon, Hero's fountain, hydraulic ram, hydraulic 
ram upon the principle of the sucking pump, machines moved 
by columns of water, machines moved by the accent and 
descent of a hollow floating prism :— Hydraulic machines of 
the second class; viz, machine of Verra, hydraulic lube, cen- 
tifrugal ipachine, Archimedes's screw, pumps of various kinds* 
air pump, machine at Marly, Bramah's hydraulic press, and 
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windmills. At the end of this chapter is a treatise on steam 
engines, and Berthollet and Carnot's description of the new 
machine called the ptyreolophorus. There is likewise an ap- 
pendix to this chapter, in part by M. Monge, relating to 
vertical and inclined chain pumps, pumps of continued aspira- 
tion, suckers and pistons, bellows, ventilators, and hat -making. 
How it happens that this latter article, any more than mouse- 
trap-making, or fiddle-making, should find its way into such 
a treatise, we cannot conjecture. > 

The second chapter relates to the elementary machines 
known among the French by the name of engrenages, and 
among our workmen hy the terms tooth and pinion work, and 
bevel geer. The theory of this branch of ntafchinery constitutes 
one of the most important applications of u Descriptive Geo- 
metry :" but it has not, previously to the treatise of M. Ha- 
chette, been completely developed in any book; and the 
methods followed by workmen, are in general very imperfect. 
The present author, after explaining the geometrical principles 
which serve for the basis of the theory, applies it to the deter- 
mination of the forms of teeth, pinions, wipers, endless screws, 
wheels and lanterns, cylindrical, conical, Sec* 

The third chapter, occupying about sixty pages, compre- 
hends the description of the principal machines employed in 
constructions, such as pulleys, rollers, capstans, cranes, pile- 
engines, machines to cleanse roads and harbours, machines for 
sawing piles, and machines for spinning cotton. The author 
explains by a number 6f plates carefully and correctly exe- 
cuted, principally by M. Girard (designer to the Polytechnick 
School) the construction of each machine: he then explains 
the method of estimating the effects of the machine, and in 
.many cases points out the advantages ind defects. 

Every on$ knows that the ward force is susceptible of a va- 
riety of acceptations, all indicated by sopie qualifying ex- 
pression attached to the word ; as force of inertia, dead force, 
living forced, motive force, aeoeleratioe force, &c. He, there- 
fore, who -endeavours to measure the force of machines in 
motion, must first determine what kind of force he will assume 
for his measure. ML Hachette assumes that which is denomi- 
nated lining force (vis viva J , which he carefully distinguishes 
from simple force. Let M and mbe two masses moving with 
the uniform velocities V and v 9 the products MV, mv, mea- 
sure the simple forces : denoting by H and h the heights frojp 
which these masses must fall to acquire the velocities V aud v 9 
the products MH, mh 9 would measure the living forces : but, 
according to the established theory of the fall of heavy bodies., 
if s be the space described by a heavy body falling in the first 
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second from quiescence, we should have 4 s H«V*, and 4 sh 
*=v Q ; therefore, the products MH and ?nh which measure the 
living forces 9 are equal to the quantities ~^ 9 and —: 

so that these forces are in the ratio of MV 2 to.wiw*, while 
the, simple forces are as MV to mv ; that is, the former are 
as the square* of the velocities, while the latter are as the 
velocities simply : all which is sufficiently obvious to those 
who have but slightly attended to the theory of mechanics. 
Living force, says M. Hachette, after Montgolfier, is that 
which is paid : thus, a man receives a certain sum to ele- 
vate a determinate quantity of water to a given height ; 
and if he raises it to a double height, he will receive a double 
sum. Movers applied to machines ought in this way to be 
contemplated as living forces, and estimated in the same 
manner with them. 

Conformably with these notions, our author proceeds when 
estimating the forces of machines. His introductory deve- 
lopement of principles, furnishes a fair specimen of the 
perspicuity with which he treats his subjects; though we 
cannot afford space for more than one section of it. 

< Machines are moved by animals, by water, by air, or finally by the 
action of caloric ; each of these bodies is capable of producing mo* 
tioo, audi for that reason, they are called movers* To compare movers 
one with another, we measure the dynamic effect which they produce in a 
determinate time i of all dynamic effects, the most simple is the elevation 
of a weight to a certain height taken for unit; for example, of a kilo- 
gramme to a metre in height ; this effect being expressed by the number 
1, when we say that a force is equal to 2, or 3, or 4, &c. we mean that in 
given time assumed for unit, that force is capable of elevatipg 2, S, or 
4e kilogrammes to the height of a metre. When the forces are very 
great, it is commodious, in order to estimate them, to employ units that 
are more considerable, calling them, minor unit the force capable of 
elevating a kilogramme to the height of a metre, we assume for the major 
unit the force capable of elevating a thousand kilogrammes, or a cubic 
metre of water, to the height of a metre. Admitting, thus, two kinds 
of units, it becomes necessary in each particular case to denote that 
which is employed* 

* Whatever be the mover, it is equivalent in a given time T to a certain 
number n of forces taken for units, acting during the same time T ; butt 
if the force taken for unit is capable of raising a weight W to the 
height H, W H will be the expression of that force during the unit of 
time, therefore «WHT will be the measure of the force which the 
movei may develope in the time T, the quantities n f W, H, T, employed 
•in expressing this value being denominated factors of the force : a force 
which acts according to a certain direction may be destined to communi- 
cate motion to a body in another direction • the instruments employed to 
change either the directions or the factors of forces, are named machine*. 
From this defininition of machines it may be seen that they can never 
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augment the value of forces which are employed to moye them; nor 
can the direction of a fore* be changed otherwise than by decomposing 
it into two, the one in the new direction given, and the other in the 
direction of a fixed point which destroys it ; nor, again, can the change 
of factors obtain, but through the intervention of other bodies, the 
friction of which necessarily destroys a portion of the primitive force ; 
whence it follows, that the force transmitted by a machine, cannot in 
any case be equivalent to the force employed to move it ; and experience 
shews that, in the best hydraulic machines, for example, the force trans- 
mitted is at most the kalfoi the moving force. 

* To know the true object of machines, it must be remarked that the 
factors of the expression n W H T, have limits which depend on the 
nature of the mover, capable of producing the force of which the 
quantity n WHT is the measure: if the mover be, for example, a 
given weight of gunpowder, the time T, of its action, is necessarily very 
short ; if it were the action of a man, or of an animal, as of a horse, 
which we .would retain the longest time possible, the duration of a con- 
tinued labour will be about 12 hours, and it will be interrupted by a rest of 
about 12 hours ; we cannot, therefore, obtain directly from this mover a 
dynamic effect sWHTin which T exceeds 12 hours : 4 the same man ' 
who is capable of a dynamic effect n W H T in his day's labour, cannot in 
a very short time / develope a force measured by a quantity n'toht which 
we suppose equal to n WHT ; for this would be to suppose that he 
could exert in an instant /, an effort equivalent to the labour of an entire 
day, which is impossible. 

* The real and useful object of machines is to render any mover, 
whatever capable of a given dynamic effect; a man may, by means of 
a machine, raise alone a weight which could not otherwise have been 
raised, but by the, combined action of several other men ; he might propel 
a cannon ball with a velocity equal jto that which it would receive from 
gunpowder ; and reciprocally one might obtain, by means of gunpowder, 
dynamic effects equal to those which result from human force. 

* Thus, supposing that the dynamic effect to be produced in a given 
tome is expressed by E, and that the force capable of producing that 
effect is transmittea by a machine which consumes upon itself a force 
measured by an effect equal to E, it is necessary that the mover should 
develope 2 E of force ; but, whatever be the mover, it will produce in 
the time T the dynamic effect n WHT ; therefore in another time T ; 
it will be capable of developing the force measured by 2 E, and, by 
means of the machine, this latter force would produce the effect E in 
the determinate time proposed* 

4 Machines contemplated under this point of view, are means of ac- 
cumulating or preserving the forces which one or more movers have 
furnished during a certain time, and of employing them in another time* . 
whether larger or shorter, to produce a determinate effect: the forces 
thus yielded by the movers have for measure this latter effect augmented 
by the forces lost on frictions and pressures on the machine itself* 

'The usual movers do not always act with the same uniformity: 
she action of water and of caloric is exerted with more regularity than 
those of animals and of wind ; machines have here again, this advantage 
*f combining together movers of different natures, and of causing to 
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disappear the imgolar m o ve m en ts which originated in one or is several 
df them; whatever be the irregularity cf sl mover employed to give 
motion to a machine, the parts of such machine may be so disposed 
that the force transmitted shall be independent of the irregularities of 
the mover. This property of machines is of the highest utility in the 
mechanical arts.' 

With much the same simplicity and perspicuity our author 
discusses most of the subjects which come before him x so that 
his treatise may be advantageously read by those who have 
but a slight acquaintance with mathematics. He never 
enters into abstruse investigations ; nor does be ever, (except 
in the case of the bat making and felting, to which we have 
already alluded) diverge into extraneous discussions* 
Among the machines which be has described, we were most 
pleased with the ingenuity evinced in Venturi's syphon, 
the machine of Verra, Caigniard's application of Arcbimedes's 
screw, the machine for cleansing harbours, and that for 
cutting piles. Those with which we were most dissatisfied, 
were the steam engines, cranes, and pile-drivers; which are 
all excessively inferior to the machines we have for the same 
purposes on this side of the water. 

The plates are extremely well executed. We were particu- 
larly struck with the first* which contains ninety-one specimens 
of methods for changing tbe nature or the direction of mo- 
tions : these are divided into ten series, each of which relates 
to a particular transformation of motion, either in its nature 
or direction : Thus, each method in series* 

1 transforms continued rectilinear into continued rectilinear. 

2 .........~. continued rectilinear ... alternating rectilinear. 

3 continued rectilinear ... continued circular. 

4 ............ continued rectilinear ♦.. alternating circular. 

5 continued circular alternating rectilinear. 

6 ••••••••.•»• continued circular continued circular. 

7 continued circular ...... alternating circular. 

8 ............ alternating rectilinear ... alternating rectilinear. 

9 • ••••• alternating rectilinear ... alternating circular. 

10 ...••..».••• alternating circular •+•*•• alternating circular. 

' We mention this ingenious, though obvious, distribution, on 
account of its great utility ; and think we cannot do better, in 
regard to the present subject, than recommend HI young per- 
sons who are engaged in tbe construction of machines, either 
to copy this plate, or to exercise their invention in contriving 
at least as many specimens, and distributing an equal number 
into each of the ten classes just enumerated. 
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Art. XV. Sixth Re/iort of the Directors of the African Institu- 
tion, read at the Annual General Meeting, on the 25th of March 1812* 
To which are added an Appendix, and a list of Subscribers. 8vo* 
pp.183. Price 2s. Hatchard, 1812. 
TOURING the progress of this Journal, we have been anxious 
^ to omit no opportunity of offering to our readers such 
information as we have been able to communicate to them, on 
the great question of the Abolition of the Sldve Trade. The 
former reports of the African Institution which constitute a 
history of the later efforts which have been made towards the 
amelioration of the condition of the African race, have been 
Carefully abridged in many of our former numbers ; and we 
believe that we shall not render an unacceptable service to our 
headers, in introducing to their notice the interesting paper 
which now lies before us. 

To Mr. Macaulay, the late Secretary of the Institution, a 
gentleman surpassed, we believe, by no one in actual unosten- 
tatious benevolence, and equalled but by few in the talent 
and decision with which he carries into effect his schemes of 
public service, the world we understand is indebted for all but 
the first of the six reports, which have been published in the 
name and with the sanction of the Institution. No composi- 
tions, perhaps, were ever printed, which are more com- 
?letely invulnerable by the ordinary weapons of criticism, 
'hough obviously the productions of a writer well exercised 
in his art, there is not to be found in the whole series (we 
speak now only of those numbers which we have ventured 
to attribute to Mr. Macaulay) a single passage which affects 
the merit of fine writing. All is plain, cautious, sensible, and 
to the purpose. There is obviously much discretion in the 
Uniform Use of this sober style. It suits well the seriousness 
and magnitude of the occasion ; it is the natural expression 
of a man intent on doing great good, and comparatively 
negligent of the language in which he communicates to 
others his hopes and intentions ; and it has an obvious and most 
important tendency to abate the suspicions with which the 
selfish part of mankind usually regard the disinterested zeal 
of the benevolent, and to quiet the alarms which the timid 
and circumspect always entertain as to the prudence of those 
who meditate reformations in the condition of mankind, 

But the style and manner of these publications forms, we 
think, their slightest recommendation. They are equally 
remarkable, as containing a great variety of valuable infor- 
mation, and for the wise, practical views they unfold of the 
best means of promoting the general amelioration of the 
jnoral and political state of society. Without any attempt 
* at philosophical disquisition, they exhibit perhaps the best 
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example which we have hitherto seen of the application of 
a sound philosophy, to the solution of a long series of most 
important practical problems, and, independently of their 
other claims on our attention, deserve to be consulted, as 
exemplifying the value of the moral and economical science 
of modem times. 

We have felt it our duty to say thus much of these papers, 
because we fear that the endless variety of schemes of 
beneficence, which are soliciting the attention of the public, 
have excluded from their fair degree of notice and regard, 
these valuable records of the labours of this Institution. 
At the same time, we must admit that the plan of these 
Reports necessarily excludes the consideration of many topics 
intimately connected with the general subjects of Negro 
Slavery, and which are not less important than those to which 
the attention of the general body of subscribers appears to 
have been called. Before we proceed to our intended analysis 
of the publication before us, it will not be probably without 
its use, to submit to our. readers a few reflections, on one or 
two of the points in question. 

We begin with protesting for ourselves, and for all of those 
who, with us, are anxious for the amelioration of the state of 
the Negro population of our West Indian Islands, against 
the charge of wishing for the general emancipation of the 
Slaves in those colonies.' Further, we beg to disavow any 
purpose of exciting among our fellow countrymen, unfavour- 
able opinions of the habits and character of the white inhabi- 
tants of our West Indian Settlements. But knowing, as we 
know, that from 70 to 80,000 Africans are still annually trans- 
ported under European flags across the Atlantic, and re- 
membering that there are at present in our own Colonies several 
hundred thousand human beings in a state of entire and absolute 
slavery : bearing it in mind that, by the constitution of all or 
most of these colonies, legislatures and juries composed of 
slave owners, are the sole legal protectors of the fights and 
lives of the Negro : having some little experience of the 
effect of unbounded power even on the best and mildest of 
human beings ; and living in a country which makes it her 
first boast to exercise a vigilant control^ over all those to 
wboip the state has confided the care of the public welfare : 
being (we say) so circumstanced, it is surely no unwarrantable 
degree of jealousy, if we feel disposed to scrutinize with 
more than common severity the proceedings of our colonial 
lawgivers. 

1. Now in the first place, in looking at the genersd state 
of West Indian Law* there is one circumstance atteqding it, 
forming so strange an anomaly, that we wish to give it duo 
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prominence and consideration. It is this — that the pre- 
surtiption in the case of a Negro is always against freedom, 
and in favour of slavery ; or, in other words, that if I claim 
A. B. as my slave, it is not incumbent on me to make out my 
title, bu|it rests with him to prove his freedom. In no other 
state in which domestic slavery has existed, is there any 
example of the recognition of a similar principle. The private 
interests of the legislature and government in those countries, 
in which slavery is or has been tolerated, have never, except in 
this single instance, been opposed to the interests of the slave. 
The contrary indeed has invariably been the case. The policy 
of all other commonwealths, ancient or modern, has been to 
throw open to all their population the means of acquiring the 
rights of citizenship, and to conciliate the affections of all, 
by giving to every man the power of obtaining a participation 
in the privileges of his fellow subjects. The right of freedom, 
accordingly, by the Roman law, by the law of villenage in 
this country, and by the laws of Genfiany and Poland, has 
always been favoured, and the interests of the state have 
formed some check upon the oppression or avidity of the 
master. But in the West Indies, where the law is made, and 
expounded, and administered, by the owner or the driver of 
•laves, the interests of the planter and the manager are not 
forgotten even in the Assembly, or the Jury Box. But where 
is the assertion of the principle in question to be found? We 
answer in the lex non scripta, and in the practice of the courts 
of our colonies. Of the existence of an unwritten Slave 
Code, our readers are probably not aware: but it is unquestion- 
ably true, and strange as true, that a very large proportion 
of those laws 6r customs, under which the Negro population 
of our West Indian Islands suffer, have no better authority 
or sanction than the usage of the country. Our colonists 
have slid quietly and silently into many habits, to which use 
has given the authority of law, but which human effrontery 
would hardly have drawn out into the shape of specific enact- 
ments. Where, for instance, is the positive law to be found, 
establishing as legal the very state of slavery itself in any of 
those Islands ? 

2. It is well known that, by the ancient institutions of 
England, the larger part of the villeins then to be found in this 
country were adscripti gleba, that is, they passed with the land, 
and could not be torn, by a necessitous or capricious lord, from 
the spot in which their houses were built, and where all their 
sympathies and affections centered. In the West Indian 
Islands, where the cultivation of the soil entirely depends on 
keeping up the stock or gang of Negroes, policy early dictated- 
the law for making slaves real property, which generally prevails 
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in our insular codes. The plantation being usually cultivated 
by the assistance of the merchant in England, and his loans 
being generally secured by a mortgage of the slaves as well 
as of the land, it was an arrangement of obvious convenience 
or necessity, to make the course of descent the samj both of 
the slave and the estate. This policy has, in some slight 
degree, effected the object of attaching the labourer to the 
soil. Clearly, however, this desirable effect is very imperfectly 
produced. The proprietor, or his heir, or devisee, can still 
sell bis Negroes without any regard to their own feelings, and 
may even tear asunder those who are most tenderly connected 
to each other by consanguinity or marriage. 

3. We cannot omit, in this place, to mention the scanda* 
lous neglect which prevails throughout these Colonies, on the 
part of those by whom the religious instruction of the slaves 
should be enforced and secured. Our own hearts acquit us, 
and we shall not therefore be very solicitous to repel the accu- 
sations of any who. may charge us with sectarian feelings, 
when we say that the Church of England has, in this instance, 
failed in the discbarge of a most serious and unequivocal duty ; 
and that but for the zeal and piety of the Moravian and Metho- 
dist societies, many thousands of the unhappy beings, whom 
Englishmen have consigned to misery in this life, would have 
quitted the world with no better notion of a future state, than 
that it was a place of refuge from the scourge of their temporal 
oppressors. To the Christian charity of these holy men, or 
lather to the gracious Providence which directed their step* 
to this land of darkness and of sorrow, we are indebted for the 
assurance that many of those who have long groaned under the 
tyranny of our slave codes, are now rejoicing in the hopes of 
immortal happiness. 

.. 4. One further defect which we shall at present mention 
in the system of the interior government of our colonies, is the 
want of a legal, ex-officio protector of the slaves. The illus- 
trious Mr. Burke, in a paper submitted by him to the late Lord 
Melville, and which is printed under the title of u a Negro 
Code" in the volume of his works recently published*, makes 
this institntion a conspicuous part of his plan for the ameliora- 
tion of the state of the Creole negroes. Perhaps the general 
value of that plan cannot be rated very highly. It is ingenious 
and original; but certainly is not remarkable for the adap- 
tation of its various* parts to the actual exigencies of those 
whose happiness it was intended to promote. It is, however, 
a suggestion well worth the attention of the excellent persons 
who are at present labouring to lighten the yoke of West 
Indian slavery, whether the law officers of the crowa in those 
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settlements should not be bound, by virtue of their office, to 
Act and appear gratuitously for the slave, in every question 
respecting the rights of freedom, or of property which may 
arise between him and any of the European inhabitants of the 
colonies. When it is remembered, that the evidence of slaves 
is, by the practice of all our islands, and by the written law of 
the greater part of our colonial legislatures, absolutely inad- 
missible in courts either of civil or criminal justice, the ne- 
cessity of such an institution as we have mentioned will hardly 
be disputed. 

We have been the more careful in specifying some of the 
many grounds of accusation, which we might Drine forward 
against the general state of law'in our West Indian Islands, be* 
cause we wish to direct the attention of our readers- to the many 
evils in those colonies, which call for reformation, and to the 
duty of lending their aid to a society, from the exertions of 
which alone that reformation can be expected. If we were 
called upon to state from what fertile source those mischiefs 
had originated, we should answer, with little hesitation, from 
the multiplicity of distinct legislative bodies existing in those 
settlements. To us, the policy of this mode of ruling distant 
colonies, has, on general principle, always appeared perfectly 
indefensible. The remote provinces of a great empire, at ail 
times hang somewhat loosely on the general body of the state. 
Participating less than the more central districts, in the emolu- 
ments and splendour of the higher civil and judicial offices, 
differing in their habits of life, in their local prejudices, 
and in their municipal regulations, there is always a tendency 
in the inhabitants of such provinces to attach themselves 
strongly to a system of provincial politics. Party spirit is 
never so dangerous as when its influence is exactly defined and 
circumscribed within certain geographical limits. But when 
there are regular constituted assemblies, which, as the legal 
organs of such communities can give an official sanction, and a 
technical form to the complaints of the people, a disunion from 
the general commonwealth will be almost the inevitable con- 
sequence of the first seriobs dispute, which may arise between 
the parent state and its dependencies. The case of the United 
States of America forms the obvious illustration of these 
opinions. — Continual jarrings and collision between the rights 
and enactments of the colonial and the supreme legislature, is 
another of the evils inherent in the very nature of such institu- 
tions. Many laws will be passed with no other view than the 
indulgence of the passions of the petty provincial circle. The 
government, necessarily ignorant of the details of colonial 
affairs, and conscious of its ignorance, will be induced by the 
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misrepresentations of the fraudulent, to give its assent to many 
pets, which will eventually create great misrule. and oppression. 
All these, and a long train of other evils too numerous for 
mention here, must, in the most favourable circumstances, 
result from the establishment of independent legislative bodies 
ip the dttfant settlements of an extended empire. 

But there are other inconveniences in this system of colo- 
nial government, peculiar to the case of the West Indian 
islands. Domestic slavery, even when the master is under the 
vigilant controul of the state, leads of necessity to innumer- 
able hardships and abuses. No laws can be framed with pro- 
visions so exact and minute, and with sanctions so powerful, 
as to prevent or punish all the acts of caprice and tyranny, 
which, in the privacy of his domestic circle, an unfeeling 
master may commit against his slave. What then will be the 
ease where the slave master is himself the legislator, and the 
pnly legislator ? where all the enactments of the law, and, what 
is far more important, all the spirit of the law, instead of inter- 
posing a shield for the protection of the slave, supplies the 
master with the means of depressing him still lower in 
society, and of exacting from him a still larger measure of toil 
and labour ? Our West Indian law books furnish a most satis- 
factory answer to such inquiries. We know that there is a 
" cry ever ready to be raised by men who, despising and sinning 
daily against the substance of liberty, are most noisy and cla- 
morous about its name. But with what share of front must not 
those men be gifted, who, surrounded by a population of slaves 
numerically exceeding themselves in the proportion of ten or 
fifteen to one, can still gravely insist on their own absolute 
indefeasible right, not only to the most ample freedom, but to 
the most unrestricted independence. We trust the society, 
in some of its frequent communications with government, will 
induce our rulers to watch with a very strict eye over all the 
laws, which may hereafter be presented to them, for their sanc- 
tion, by these colonial lawgivers. 

We must apologize to our readers for this long digression 
from the more immediate subject of this article. A future 
opportunity, we trust, will enable us to atone for our present 
deficiencies. 

The present Report, like its predecessors, tells its tale so 
shortly, that abridgement, wefear, ishardly practicable. We have 
already mentioned, and we grieve to repeat the dreadful fact, 
that * no less than from 70 to 80,000 Africans, were, during the 
year 1810, transported as slaves from the western coast of 
Africa to the opposite shores of the Atlantic. T^his enormous 
traffic was principally confined to that part of Africa which 
lies between Cape Palmas and Benguela.' (Report, p. i.) The 
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possession by Portugal of the Island of Biissao, has afforded 
an opportunity for continuingthe Slave Trade from that settle- 
ment. But for the intervention of this spot, our cruizers might, 
in the opinion of the lamented Captain Columbine, have ex- 
tinguished this trade at every part of the African coast north of 
the equator. Earnest and repeated applications have been 
made to his Majesty's government, on the necessity of obtain-* 
ing from the court of the Brazils the cession of this island. 
Nothing, however, has yet been effected, we fear, on this sub- 
ject. Certain ambiguities in the 10th article of the Treaty of 
Amity between this country and the Court of the Brazils,' 
have occasioned much difficulty to the commanders of our 
cruizers on the African coast, as to the law of prize, so far as 
it depends on the interpretation of that instrument. Several 
cases have arisen, on the construction of this act, which are 
fully detailed in the Appendix tq this Report Xhe result of 
these cases is thus stated. 

« The general result seems to be, that, of the existing slave trade, a : 
considerable share may be regarded as a bona fide Portuguese trade : car-* 
ried on, however, for the most part, as the directors apprehend, in contra-* 
vention of the treaty already referred to. But a still greater proportion, the* 
directors are well assured, is either a British or an American trade, con- 1 
ducted under the flags of §pajn and Portugal. In some cases, where the 
disguise was so complete as to leave hardly any room, in the first instance, - 
to question the truth of the allegation, that the property was Spaijjsh or| 
Portuguese, dwioveries have been accidentally made in the course' o^ in- 
vestigation, which have established, beyond all doubt, the British or Ame- 
rican ownership. A very small part, if any, of the existing slave trade' can r 
be considered as really Spanish/ p. 8. ;' 

The operation of the Slave Trade Felony Act has not yet ' 
been felt on the African Coast. It will, we have little doubt, 
act as a complete discouragement to the employment of 
British capital in that traffic. The cases of American sub- 
jects trading under Spanish and Portugese flags have been 
numerous. When we were yet at peace with the United . 
States, (it is melancholy to remember that we are not still so), , 
the names of the parties concerned were transmitted to the * 
American Secretary of State, in the hope that a criminal pro- f 
secution might be supported against the offending parties. 
Much pains have been taken by the Institution to disseminate 
through the navy, information on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, as connected with the law of prize. 

The principal information immediately connected with the 
West Indies, which will be found in this Report, consists of de- 
tails of the cases of Hodge, who was executed at Tortola, for 
the murder of a slave, and of Huggins, who, in Nevis, was 
not executed for the inhuman torture of his slaves, male and 
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female, in the public market place of that (island. These 
dreadful narratives have been brought before the public in so 
many shapes, that few of our readers can be ignorant of them. 
Amidst these nefarious scenes, it is refreshing to meet with 
such an instance of humane and generous conduct as the fol- 
lowing. 

« About fourteen years ago, Daniel Hill, Esq. of Antigua, purchased 
from a slave ship a negro slave of the name of Mohammed. Discovering 
him to have been above the common class in his own country, and to have 
acquired a considerable share of Arabic literature, he was led to treat him 
with particular indulgence. Mohammed manifested a strong attachment 
to the Mahommedan religion, and his master paid the utmost attention to 
the religious scruples of his slave. At length Mr. Hill resolved to giant 
him his liberty, and to procure for him the means of returning to his own 
country. Mohammed arrived at Liverpool, in the month of June last, 
recommended to the care of Mr. Shand of that place, under whose roof 
be remained during a stay of two or three months in England. An 
application having been made on behalf of this stranger to the Directors, 
they were induced to be at the expense of conveying him to Goree, which 
was die nearest point to the residence of his family ; and they furnished him 
with letters to Major Chisholm, the governor of that place, and a member 
of this Institution, on whose good offices in Mohammed's favour they 
confidently rely.* pp r 14^—15. 

There are also some interesting communications in this 

Eaper from the Hon. W. Wylly, the Attorney General of the, 
iahama Islands, and Hugh Percy Keane, Esq. of St. Vin- 
cent, both pf them men to whom this rare commendation can 
with truth be given, that long intercourse with the selfish and 
unfeeling part of mankind, has only contributed to heighten 
their sensibility to human suffering, and to invigorate their 
zeal to relieve it. 

The remainder of this report consists of a statement of what 
his been done by the Institution, more directly for the im- 
provement of the African continent — of the voyage made by 
the commissioners appointed to inquire into the state of the 
various forts and settlements on the coast — and of various jour- 
nals of the latest travellers into the interior. 

With respect to the efforts of the Society for the direct im- 
provement of the African continent, we confess we are not 
very sanguine in expecting much benefit to result from them. 
Human wisdom is able to effect very little by positive regu- 
lation, in advancing the happiness of human society. But in 
the prevention of evil, and .in repairing those errors into 
which he has been led by his folly or his wickedness, man 
has large scope for the useful exercise of all his reasoning fa- 
culties, and all his active powers. The cautious application, 
for instance, of legal science, during the last three centuries, 
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has been slowly emancipating us from the barbarous system of 
the feudal institutions. With much bloodshed, and through 
many revolutions, our ancestors struggled to deliver themselves 
from the dangerous authority, with which the weakness or igno<* 
ranee of former ages, had invested the sovereign power in this 
country : in resisting the incredible superstitons of popery, 
many of the most holy men, whom our history mentions, sa- 
crificed their lives ; but still our legislators, our patriots, and 
our martyrs, great and venerable as they were, claim our ad- 
miration rather as having resisted the prejudices of preceding 
a&es, and the absurdities of ancient institutions, than as mea 
who opened original sources of public happiness, and who 
struck out new and unheard of means of social improvement. 
Thinking thus of what it is in the power of man to do, in ame- 
liorating the political condition of his fellows, we have always 
been used to look with much interest at the efforts made by. 
this Institution for the extinction of the remains of the Slave 
Trade, and with comparative despondency at their plans for 
the civilization of Africa. Some of our readers may think 
otherwise on this point : they will be curious to read the fol- 
lowing extracts containing the latest accounts of the present 
state of Africa. They are taken from " an account of a tribe 
of people called Kroom en, inhabiting a small district of the 
Grain Coast of Africa, between Cape Mount and Cape Palmas; 
by the late Mr. Ludlam " ; 

* The submission of Kroomen to their superiors is carried so far, that 
when one of these commits a theft, for instance, the rest will run every 1 
hazard arising from judicial perjury, and resist every temptation of reward,' 
rather than reveal it ; and if there be no other mode of saving their supe- 
rior from disgrace and punishment, they will take the crime on themselves 
and suffer its penalty. Many facts of this kind occurred at Sierra Leone* 
Among themselves, theft is punished by whipping. The punishment of 
adultery is by fine. Murder mat/ be punished with death, but it may also 
be always atoned for by a pecuniary fine. Witchcraft is always punished 
capitally, but I know only one instance of it. Among iLroomen no 
offence is punished with slavery ; nor is any Krooman permitted to be 
sold on any account whatsoever. ^ While the Slave Trade lasted, they 
were notoriously in the habit of kidnapping and selling the " Bushmen" 
who came down to the coast for the purposes, of trade: whom also, in- 
their capacity of factors, they were in the regular practice of defrauding 
to a considerable amount, pp. 91 — 92. 

* Every thing I have observed in the Kroomen tends to convince me 
that they are very sensible to honour and dishonour ; yet I almost doubt 
whether they have any notion of crimes, distinct from the nption of inju- - 
ries. Theft is certainly not discreditable among them : their principal 
people are more than suspected of making their inferiors practise it , and 
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sharing the gain. The inferior will often confess it when realty innocent; 
and will readily bear the punishment, in order to conceal the tree criminal. 
Two Kroomen had been severely punished for theft at Sierra Leone, 
and were banished from the settlement : of course, they were peunyless t 
1 asked another Krooman what their fathers would say to them : " Ob* 
their fathers will curse (i. e. abuse) them too muck."—" What will they 
say to them I" " You tools, they will say, * e here have you been all thi$ 
time to white-man's country ; and now, when you come home, you bring 
nothing back." — If trust be reposed in them. I think they selcfom betray 
it t I recollect, when I first knew them, that their character for honesty 
stood very high ; but this was owing, I think, to the very different manner 
in which they were then employed.' pp. 95—96. 

4 Wfcchcraft they dread, and of course abhor : I believe it is the only 
•ffence which is unpardonable. They have the same implicit faith in 
fetishes or amulets, as other heathen tribes : and the same belief of the 
agency of invisible powers, under the direction of particular men. I be- 
Keve it is very much by their pretensions to supernatural powers that the 
headmen keep up their influence. Jumbo boasts of having two fetishes 
made expressly to operate on Europeans: one enables him to gain the 
favour of white men in general : the other guards him from the. "palavers" 
which individuals might occasionally bring against him. The favour he 
Suddenly obtained after having been banished from the colony, doubtless, 
confirmed his countrymen in their belief of the efficacy of these charms* 
Nor are they without a real effect, through their power over the imagina-, 
don. Jack, a Krooman, who was a domestic of mine till I paid my las^ 
visit to England, had disregarded the nightly watch which the governor 
had required all the inhabitants to keep in their turn ; anil the head 
Kroomen called of* him to pay his fines* He suspected that they deceived 
him grossly m the amount, and refused to pay. He* was right ; they had 
charged him nearly double what the officer of the watch had directed 
tbem to- demand. They were vexed, however, that he had dared to. 
oppose them ? and uttered, 1 believe, some obscure intimations of revenge*. 
Jack, erer long, found himself indisposed, and believed that some of these* 
head-men had betwitched him; and,, although he had no severe or 
even; distinct illness that I could learn, yet he pined away, .became feeble 
and languid) and had always. some .pain or uueastness to complain of. At 
length, he determined to return to his own country: "for his brother 
there was a greater witch than any of the head men here ; and he would 
soon make a fetish tliat would be too. strong for theirs.". To the Kroo 
country he jwent : and. having confidence that he was tm-betwitched, he 
recovered of course, p. 97. j 

* The state of the Kroomen in respect to intellectual improvement may 
be considered as stationary ; and from what has been already said, it seems' 
hardly possible it should be progressive.: It i» universally admitted, that 
if a Krooman were tp learn to read and write* he would be put ta deaths 
immediately. Distinction, respect, power, among his countrymen, - as- 
soon as age permits it, are the objects of every Krooman; he is trained 
up in the habit of looking forward to these : as to all that is honourable 
or desirable ; his life is spent in seeking them by the only means which 
the custojns of his country allow : when possessed of them, every exertion 
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it used to team others in the same principles, in order that he may keep 
and enjoy what he has acquired with so much labour.* p, 99. 

The following extracts are taken from the communication* 
made by Mr* John Kizell to Captain Columbine, relating to 
the state of the population on the Kiver Sherbro. 

4 I will let you know, as far as I am able, the state of the country, 
' On the 8th. of October, I sent a man to the country to buy rice; as he 
was coming home, he met with elephants on the road. They chased him, 
so that he was obliged to take to the trees for the safety of his life. On 
the same road (I was told by the natives), there was a woman lolled by 
them, which you will think very strange ; but yet it is no wonder, for the 
country is in such a state, that the beasts absolutely come into the towns. 
There are not many large towns to he seen ; and wherever there is one, it' 
is enclosed with bushes and large trees, so- that I hate seta the snakes go 
into their houses, and catch their fowls. The leopards seize their goats: 
in the town. They do not like to clear away the wood about the towns : 
if you ask them why they do not clear away, they will tell you, that if 
they did, they would have no place to hide in, when surprised by aa-eaemy«- 
The women and children may also hide themselves there.' pps 12B-— 13*. 

' I will now describe how the natives five in this country. They are 
all alike, the great and the poor ; you cannot tell the master from the 
servant at first. The servant has as much to say as his master in any 
common discourse, but not ia a falamer*,. for that belongs only to the 
master. Of all people I have ever seen,! think they are the kindest. 
They will let none ef their people want Cor victuals s they will lend, and 
mot look for it again : they will even lend clothes to eaeb other, if they 
want to go any where* it straagers come to theavthey will jjive them 
water to wish, and oil to anoint their side, and give them victuals foe 
nothing: they witt go oat of their beds that the strangers amy sleep inr 
them, The women are particularly kind. The men are very fond c£ 
vafenwtaes they will spend a whole day in looking for palm wiae. They 
love dancing ; they will dance all night. They have bat little, yet they; 
are happy whilst that little last*. At times they art greatly troubled with 
the Slave Trade, by some of them being caught under different pretences* 
A mall owes money) ; or some one ot his family owes it ; or he has been 
guilty of adultery. Ia these cases, if unable so seise the party themselves* 
they give him up to some one who is able, and who goes aaeVtakes< thens 
by* force of arms. On one occasion, when I lived u* the Sherbvo, a 
number of armed men, came to seize five persons living ander me, who, 
they said, had beea thus given to then* We had a great ouasrel : I would 
not gtve these ap<: we had fine- days palaver: there were three chiefs 
against me, I told them if they did sell the people whom they had 
caught at my place, I would ^complain to the Governor. After five day's 
talk, 1 recovered them/ pp,12£~lS& 

* Their town har tto regular street in it ; the houses are built close 
together. They are made with strong rodsof bamboo fixed' in the ground, 
Vhich are tied together at the top with string : tbey use do nails ; they tie 

a « Tbi* word signifies both a political dwwwsJau, sad a sejrot law.* 

voi. via. *l 
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all with string, and then wattle it and coyer it with grass, which the women 
plaster oyer with mud. Their doors consist of mats hnng at the opening 
which is left ; sometimes they are made of small bamboos tied together. 
There are no locks to their doors. They will not steal from each 
other. They are fond of presents from strangers: the king gets but 
little of any present that is made to him ; if he is old, they will sometimes 
tell him he has long eaten of the country, and it is time for the young 
people to eat as he has done. If the present consists of rum, they all 
must have a taste of it, if there is not more than a table-spoon-full for 
each : if tobacco, and there is not enough to give every one a leaf, it must 
be cut so that all may have a piece ; if it is a jug of rum, the king gets 
one bottle full.' pp.127, 128. , 

The whole Appendix to this Report is full of valuable 
matter. We are anxious not to prejudice its sale by extracting 
loo largely. 

The Society will soon publish, in one quarto volume, the late 
Mr. Park's Journals. 

Art. XVI. The Drtdd; a Series of Miscellaneous Essays. Svo. pp* 
236. Price 7s. Glasgow. Chapman. 1812. . 

IN glancing, recently, in Dr. Drake's. book, over the prodigious hit 
of titles of sets of periodical essays, we could not help perceiving that 
nearly the whole stock of words appropriately applicable to the use, had 
been expended ; so that it would soon become necessary to resort to de- 
nominations purely arbitrary, bearing no marked adaptation to the service, 
and' chosen merely because the book must have some name by which it can 
be mentioned : unless indeed writers will bring back into use tome of those 
many titles to be found m the history of departed literature, lying now as 
mere monuments upoo the Bead works,— ras we remember (it was 
really a fact) a man of thrift who/ wanting a handsome slab for a parti* 
cular use about the porch of his house, took up his father's grave-stone, 
and applied it to the purpose. 

Till, however, the expedient of adopting titles without discriminative 
and appropriate significance, sanctioned as it will be bv necessity, shaH 
have come a Httle more into general practice, the . reader, will naturally 
expect to find that the title not only, denominates the book, but gives 
some indication of its quality and object. All denominations must have 
soroe.meaning in thimstbou> and it takes some time to accustom us to use 
them without any respect whatever, to that meaning. A great, proportion 
of our current surnames are words of obvious significance ; and as they 
were doubtless appropriate and descriptive in their Aret application, it 
would require time and use to sink their meaning in pronouncing them as 
denominations.. .We meet say James Hill, Themes Wood, : Richard 
Field, George Rivers, William White, Edward Black, &c.&c.&c.&£# 
and have all the use of the .words that they were meant for in that con- 
nexion, without ever once thinking of their own proper meaning, Bu) 
near the time of their first application, as descriptive surnames, there 
would have been a certain sense of awkwardness and incongruity in being 
directed to seek the hut of James Hill at the edge of a bog, or of George 
Rivers at the top of a sun burnt eminence, or of Thomas Wpod ©n a naked 
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down, or, of Richard Field in the centre of a crowded clyster of cabins* 
or in. finding William White a tanned swarthy boor, or Edward Black a 
pallid personification of delicacy. 

When we found the title of u Druid'* affixed to a set of essays, we 
supposed that probably, the author would be found personating one of th i 
priests of the oak, in such a manner as to throw a certain druidical turn 
of thought into all his diversified speculations ; that we were to have 
the privilege of hearing his oracular lore only in the gloom of a thick 
grove, that we were to witness divers antics of devotion to Thor and 
Woden, and that we were perhaps to run off hastily at last at the hideous 
sound of his sacrificial hymn. But on inspection, we find the title has 
little further concern with the performance than to announce it. There 
are indeed two essays, partly relating to the ancient superstitions of nor- 
thern and western Europe ; but the greatest part of the volume might 
have been written without once thinking of a Druid, if the denomination 
had not been previously adopted. 

The essays are twenty -one, chiefly moral, a few historical, and one 
or two topographical. They offer a considerable portion of entertainment 
and some instruction ; but bear, we think, the marks of a mind very im- 
mature in thinking, and by no means Critically disciplined in composition* 
There is a predominant taste (a juvenile taste, as we hope J for the fin£ % 
which indulges itself in a profusion of poetic diction, and is fond of a 
kind of topics and sceneries for which the declining admiration of Ossian 
has left no great partiality among our reading countrymen. We should 
not expect, and indeed why should we wish, that Composition like the 
folio wing will any where find an unsated appetite. 

" ,p « To the hill of his love the hero came ; but silence reigned around it. 
The towers were blackened by fire and defaced with ruin. , No voice was 
heard within them, save that of the hollow wind murmuring in dismal 
moaoings through the cbinky walls. The courts were forlorn and dreary, 
for its chief had fallen by the foeman's guile, and his people were slain by 
the hand of the perfidious. Sad grew the heart of Aldrud j but it heaved 
with resentment. His cheek of love became red with rage, and his blue 
£ye beamed with the blaze of ire. He struck his moony shield to arouse 
some dweller in secret, that hit afflictive tale might direct his course to 
the treacherous foe, and brace his brawny arm for vengeance. Forth from 
die ruined pile came slowly a hoary man bent with the load of years, and 
tottering over the staff of age. His silver tresses whistled in the gale of 
spring, and he sighed as he heavily moved along. Upon the youth he 
bent the glistening eye of tears, while his faltering tongue detailed the 
ills of his lord, and the death of his people.' p. 11. 

The palpable vanity of such materials renders it superfluous to remark 
on the motly structure of the diction, which is conformed to no standard, 
either Ossianic or plain English. 

The progress of time, and the improvement of taste, will assuredly with- 
draw the author's hand from all such gaudy and flimsy employment as the 
following: 

, * It was even. The sun was sinking in the Wsst \ and his ruddy beams 
were flitting on the darkening hills. The breeze was playful and cool, 
.and scented by the fragrance of flowers. Genial was the air and sweet! 

5L2 
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exhilarating the spirits, while health sported on the wings of the gale. 
Upon the rustling boughs were seated the songsters of the wood; and 
echo, in melodious response, replied to their warbles of love. The fields 
were loaded with the bounty of Nature, and richly variegated by the 

§ olden tints of autumn. The scene was all grateful and charming when 
le son of Doeth was entering the Vale of Myvyr, Slowly he penetrated 
into the thicket of a silvan dell, and traced the secret windings 'of his 
dusky path- Pensive and serene he strode along, in silence, ruminating 
on the changes of things and of man. When he pondered the past hs> 
admired, and when Jie reviewed the scenes of departed times, he was 
delighted, as with the delusive pictures of a morning dream. . On die 
margin of a murmuring brook he beheld a stone, gray with age. It 
was the stone of Celvan, the secret dweller, renowned afar for his 
wisdom in the days of a distant age. He brushed the dew from its hoary 
sides. He sat down. Being soon lulled into solemn musing bt the 
melody of the grove, and. the tinkling of the chrystal rill* he sunk into 
contemplation forgetful of all around him.' 

The chief aim in making these extracts has been to enforce our pleading, 
oar entreaties, our obtestations to young authoas, concerning the prudence 
and modesty of consigning the idle written fancies of their juvenile years 
father to the fire than the press, especially if there should be anjr reason 
for suspecting those fancies to have* been the dry artificial shapings of 
imitation rather than the living eftcts of a native energy. It can con- 
fessedly be of very inconsiderable consequence to the public, how these 
juvenile reverie-weavers acquitted themselves in the play-ground at school, 
or how the more sensitive and imaginative ones of them used to go off 
into heroics and romantics in the intercourse of kindred-genius in their 
boy-friendships ; and we cannot see how it can be more indispensable to 
the same public to be made acquainted with the results of the more so- 
litary hours of these gentle personages, when each of them*, respectively, 
having fallen, in consequence of making too free with Ossian, or some 
similar preparation, into the dreary mood, was therein seized with ths) 
disorder which may be denominated the somnambulism of the jpen. 
. It would at the same time be quite unjust not to say that the volume 
contains a good portion of a much more laudable kind of composition, 
than that exemplified io these extracts, though it is undeniable that the 
infection of finery is $00 nerceptible throughout. There are several per- 
tinent moral lessons, partly didactic, ana partly in the form of fiction. 
The fictions will perhaps be thought to partake more of fancy-work than 
verisimilitude. What will be thought of the probability of one oftbena 
which represents a young man commencing the reformed practice of early 
rising, and rewarded for it by — by finding a charming nymph* of real 
mortal mold, that might therefore be wooed and married, perambufeti*^ 
the banks of a « limpid rill/ and admiring the wonders of nature at a Very 
tarty hour in the morning J 

We cannot coincide with every doctrine of the Dread's morality % Ffcr 
example, 

1 < Ambition, when k exists as the desire of applause bestowed upon the 
execution of something great, or excellent, or beneficial* r* doubtless*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Hblden's Sermon. US? 

one of the noblest passions of the human heart. It then prompts to 
laudable enterprize, it excites to deed* of benevolence* it stimulates to 
the practice of virtue, and it calls forth the achievements of magnanimity 
and patriotism/ p. 16. 

Is it virtue, is it benevolence, is it magnanimity, that proceeds from suck 
a motive ? And is any thing held out with clearer admonition in the BiUe 
than the folly and impiety of being governed by such a principle t 

We can by no means concur, without limitation in dissuasions (p. 900) 
from the study and discussion of political subjects, though few things are 
more desirable than a more rational mode of conducting that study and 
discussion* Nothing on earth can be more obvious than what will be the 
late of a nation that leaves the whole concern of politics to its governors, 
*md statesmen by profession. , 

The beat papers m the collection, and perhaps the only ones of real 
*&Jue f are those which relate to matters of tact, in history and nature ; as 
the description (somewhat too inflated indeed) of die 'Altgrande,a 
mountain torrent that falls into Cromarty Bay; the biographical sketch of 
Hamlet, from, $axo Grammaticus; the description ot Palmyra, the 
account of the rites of Buddha, the^aceounr of die Tulihomama that pre- 
vailed, towards two centuries since, in Holland and the Netherlands ; the 
letter of Mary Queen of Sco$s to Elizabeth, and one or two more. 

. ' ■ ■ m ti n hill i U i i * I I t I I ■ — it Hi M»l > nl« i mm* ilill I, I . 1 ■ i n 

Alt. XVII. The Propriety, Importance, and Advantages of Religious 
:, Resolutions considered^ in a Sermon, preached September ^3, 1810, at 
. the Unitarian Chapel, Tenterden, "'at the particular request of several 
. Young Persons, ballotted to serve in the Local Militia. By Laurence 
Holden. 8vo. pp. 20. Price Is. Grant, Southward 

HPHE title of this sermon, taken together wkh the text, * Unto thee, 
O God, shall the vow be perfonned,' led us to expect some specific 
discussion on a subject on which some of our old divines have employed 
a great deal of casuistry,- —the propriety, the form, the conditions, and the 
consequences, of express formal engagements made to the Supreme 
$ekig, relatively to religion and its duties in general, or relatively to any 
one particular point of holy resolution. But this subject is entirely avoided $ 
the resolutions discoursed upon are merely those general ones which an 
attendance cm public worship is assumed to imply, or which are understood 
to be avowed in entering into a connexion with a Christian Society. The 
reasonings, the exhortations, and the warnings, are therefore much more 

Soeral and common-place, than a more specific view of the subject of 
igious resolutions would have suggested. We think too that the 
dangers incident to a military association might with advantage hate been 
much niore distinctly pointed at. The strain of exhortation is grave and 
sensible ; marked of course, by 6uch an avoidance of some ideas, 
and such a modification of others, as would naturally be enjoined to the 
theological creed of the preacher.— The most prominent peculiarity of 
the discourse is the almost constant uniform use or the pronoun ** instead 



Digitized by 



Google 



I28| Manby's Essay. 

Art. XVIII. Aphorism* from Shahsfieare, arranged according to th<? 
( Plays with Notes and a copioji* Index, lamo. Price 7s. I-ongmari *rid 

Co. &c. 1812. 
rpHIS is one of the most atrocious instances of literary butchery that we 
-*- almost ever recollect to hare witnessed. 



Art. XIX. The Master 9 ! Joy— the Servants' Reward. A Sermon 
occasioned by the Death of the Rev. William Heudebaurck: Preached 
at.BishopVHuH near Taunton, March 29th, 1812. By James Small 
of Axniinster, and an Address, delivered at the Interment, March 25th, 
1812. By Thomas Golding. To which are also added Extracts 
from Mr. Heudebourck's Diary : chiefly written when at the Academy. 
Published at Request. 8vo. pp. 59; Price Is. 6d. Williams and Son,* 

*THIS respected minister died in his 29th year. His character is thus 
summed up by one of his brethren in the ministry^ c He had 
a fine taste for literature.— His piety was exemplary.— Hia modesty 
.great. His zeal for the cause of his Redeemer lively and operative-.— 
He lived long in a little time. — The churches in this neighbourhood 
trill miss him much/ — The sermon, and the address at the interment* 
are serious, sensible, and instructive. The eulogy on the departed is* 
strong; and yet avoids the language of declamatory extravagance. 
There is the very strong expression of a devout and amiable mind in the 
Extracts from tne Diary. 



Art. XXI. An Essay on the Preiervatlon of ShtiiwrecleJs Person, with 
. a Descriptive Account of the Apparatus and the Manner of applying 
it, as adopted successfully by G. W. Manby, Esq. Honorary Member 
of the Humane Society. Illustrated with Engravings on Wood. 
, Royal 8vo. pp. 94* Longman and Co. • 1812. 
JT VERY person who feels interested in tracing tne attempts which 
*"* have been made to diminish the sum of human suffering, must peruse 
this Essay with no ordinary gratification. It details the zealous exertions 
fcf a persevering philanthropist to alleviate the horrors of shipwreck, and 
ndnutely describes the series of inventions, by means' of which above 
one hundred persons have already been preserved in situations, where 
fhey *rast otherwise have inevitably perished, and which, when uni- 
tersally adopted, win, the Essayist has no doubt, ' save at least to the 
station five hundred seamen every year, exclusively of property to an 
incalculable value.' The circumstance which determined Capt. Manbv'i 
mind to this particular species of benevolence, is related in the following 
paragraph* 

' The dreadful events of the 18th of February, 1807* when his Ma- 
jesty's gun brig Snipe was driven on shore near tne haven's mouth at Yar- 
mouth, first made an impression on my mind, which has never been e& 
faced. At the close of that melancholy scene, after several hours of 
fruitless attempt to save the crew, "upwards of sixty persons were lost* 
though not more than fifty yards from the shore, and this wholly owing 
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to the impossibility of conveying a rope to their assistance. At* that 
crisis a ray of hope beamed upon me, and I resolved immediately to d*<* 
vote my mind to the discovery of some means for affording relief in cases 
of similar distress and difficulty. ' p. vi. 

The object to the accompliahment of which Capt. Manby has directed 
his endeavours, is the projecting of a rope to the distressed vessel: and 
by means of the neatly executed wood cuts, which accompany the 
details, the reader is furnished with a very distinct conception of the 
Apparatus. Minute instructions are given for coiling die rope; for 
placing the basket properly ; for fixing the rope to the shot ; for the 
shape of the shot; for the kinds of ordnance best suited to the purpose; 
and for the application, or pointing of it, so that the rope shall fall with 
certainly on the weathermost part of the rigging. Supposing communication 
to be now secured, the manner of lashing the rope is described, and a 
representation is given of a cot, which in some situations may, by meant 
of the projected rope, be sent from the shore, and prove serviceable in 
conveying the weak and helpless. These details are succeeded by direc- 
tions to persons on board of vessels stranded on a lee shore ; and the 
following ingenious contrivance is related for affording relief to shipwrecked 
vessels in a dark and tempestuous night. ' In order to discover precisely the 
situation of a vessel, when the crew are unable to make luminous signals. 

* A hollow ball was made to the size of the piece, composed of layers 
of pasted cartridge paper of the thickness of half an inch, having a hole 
at the top to contain a fuze. It was then filled with about fifty luminous 
balls of star-Composition, and a sufficient quantity of gunpowder to burst 
the ball and inflame the star. The fuze fixed in the ball was graduated. 
to set fire to- the bursting powder at the height of three hundred yards, 
Through the head of the fuze were drilled holes, at equal intersections,^ pass 
through' them . strands of quick match, to prevent the possibility from 
any accident of the match falling out, or from its not firing the fuze. 

* On the stars being released, they continued their splendour while 
falling for near one minute, which allowed ample time to discover the 
situation of the distressed vessel. 

' During the period of the light, a stand, with two upright sticks, 
j[ painted white, to render them more discernible in the dark) was Heady 
at hand* and pointed in a direct line to the vessel. . - 

'. * A shell fixed to the rope, having four holes in it, to receive a large 
number of fuzes (headed as before described) and filled with the fiercest 
and most glaring composition, which when inflamed at the discharge 

8f the piece, displayed so splendid an illumination of the rope, that it* 
ight could not be mistaken/ p. 62, 63. 

In the remainder of the Essay Capt. M. gives a naccount of a plan 
for increasing the buoyancy of common boats. As a kind of Appendix, 
lie has inserted a copy of an Address to the Magistrates of Norfolk, 
recommending the formation of Societies for the relief of shipwrecked 
seamen ; a call, to which -we understand they have lost no time in at* 
pending. The Essay, it may be proper to notice, is interspersed with * 
number of documents, attesting th+ -benefits which tare resultedfron> 
phe inventions. 
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Art. XXI* Tk$ History of aU Ft&giotu f corapseheadiag the different 
doctrine*, customs, and order of worship in the churches, which have 
been established irom the beginning of time to tbe^present day. The 
accomplishment of the prophecies ef the person of Christ, incontro- 
vertifcly proving by the positive declarations of the Prophets, that be is 
the true Mis si ah, and that the Jews have no authority from Scrip* 
ture to expect that he is yet to come. The origin and cause of idola- 
trous worship. Reasons assigned for the different forms of Idols; 
being a brief Compendium of those knowledges necessary to be hnoum 
by all Christians. By John Bellamy, Author of Biblical Criticisms 
in the Classical Journal. 8vo. pp. xxiv. 394. Price 9s. 6d. Long* 
man and Co. Cadell and Davies, &c 1812. 

JtfEVER did a more chivalrous adventurer sally forth to the regions of 
conjecture than Mr. John Bellamy. Many a knight-errant has lost 
his modicum of sense in the fearful encounters of that dark and enchanted 
ground ; and the terrible plight in which M the historian of all religions** 
appears, leads us to suspect that he has met with something that has 
seriously affected his imagination. Mr. B. has certainly a considerable 
share of information on a great variety of topics, he has rdad much we 
have no doubt ; and possesses some knowledge of the Hebrew language, 
of which abundant proofs is displayed in his u biblical criticisms ?' but 
. / if we are asked what those " criticisms 9 ' are, we must candidly confess, 
' we are at a loss to describe them : they are inexplicably mystical, and 
enveloped in a darkness which no illumination within our reach can 
penetrate or disperse. We give the author all due credit for the goodness 
of his motives, and the unquestionable originality of his ideas ; but we 
never met with a more striking illustration, than in these composuresr of 
that admirable remark of Cow per : 

" Knowledge and Wisdom, far from being one, 
«* Have oft-times no connection." 

The work before us professes to be "a history of all religions,* We 
leave our readers to judge how far jt is such a history, by extracting the 
account of some existing reKgious communities. 

« Anabaptists. They were so named because they re-baptised 
their converts, as the word signifies. This custom of re-baptising when 
of ah adult age is not modern. In the early ages of the church. 3>ooa{us, 
« famous minister, separated from the body of professors (of what f) and 
re«baptised those who were capable of making a profession pf their faith 
after the manner of the eunuch. Acts viii. 35—38. They also consider 
it a duty, because Christ and the apostles set the example; Immersion 
was ajso a solemn ceremony in the Jewish church.' pp. 21& 220» ' 

i T»* Ki** o? Scot* and adopted the form of church government 
which was first ehoseo in Germty* at the separation from the church of 
Rome. It is governed by the presbytery,, and the general assembly, 
Gahuniara is the prevailing doctrine-? p. 288. 

And this is all Mr. Bellamy says, about the baptist* a»d the kirk qf 
tJeetlandl Accurate and pregnant historian J 

The arrangement of the sects is the most immethodicaX fifiir of tbr 
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triad we «ver met ^with. It is not founded on points of faith or peculiari- 
ties of government, or alphabetical order, or chronological succession, or 
any intelligible principle whatever. He has jumbled them .together, just as 
diey happened to occur to his mind ; and in that chaotic contusion they Sre 
presented in his work, This, for instance, is the arrangement of a small 
section of the volume, which 1 we have chanced to refer to : * Anabaptists, 
general and particular; Paedobaptists ; Lutherans; Moravians; Anti- 
triBitcHwe ; Antinomiaos ; CalvinistB ; Presbyterians ; Socinians; the 
Ancient Armenian; churqh ; Modern Arminians ; Supra-lapsarians 5 Sub- 
. lapsarians ; Puritans ; Independents/ And the account of all these 
denominations, thup juxta-posited, is included within two and twenty' small 
pages! 

rTut this redoubted "jiistbry" -contains,, as the preface informs as A a 

variety of information, which has not been made knowp by any writer ;* 

. and which Mr. B. * considers it a duty to lay before the .publLV Now, of 

these Original never-by-any-writer-znade-known .discoveries, let the reader 

take the following specimens. 

* The* patriarchs, (before the flood ) who were supreme heads both in 
'.ecclesiastical and civil affairs, #01* names to the church for the term of their 
natural £fe y during the whole of which term they governed.— It may afford 
[continues the discoverer] pleasure and information to the reader, if r I 
•bew with what wisdom and effect the venerable patriarchs applied this 
jsignificant nomenclature to the different 'states of the church ; I do not 
know that it has been made known* by any author, therefore it may be the 
♦ more .acceptable !* p; 19. 

. leaving stated this discovery, . he enters into no reasonings on the 
subject — no critical researches — no answers to objections which might have 
been anticipated; but as rf the mere enunciation were sufficient, as if 
oracular authority attached to his conjectures, he assumes the fact as 
undoubtedly proved, and proceeds to detail a history founded on 
-the gratuitous assertion; Thus, according to Mr. B. Seth means to 
settle; this name, therefore, denotes that, before his time, ecclesiastical 
affairs were very much disprdered, and that he, like Constantine his .suc- 
cessor, arranged and tranquillized the church*! Prosperity, however, did 
riot JongcontinUe. The successor of Seth was named ,Enos % and .this ,is 
an intimation of t€ >a mortal state by sin; significant of the fall of Adam, 
by which the church was reduced to a state of misery." In the same 
style he goes on through all tbeantedtfuvian fathers, -presuming to tell us, 
in every period. of theaccotfnvwhat wa> the exact state of the church ! 

In the chaptenoa the <iworshipdf the PhWistians,' Mr.-B. sives us the 
following account of jlshtaroth, a Pbilistian idol. < Ashtaroth S a feminine 
jjoun plural, a compound wordfrom aiftah * to make,' and thour * a tour,* 
-a circuit, like the moon round the earth, and Venus round the sun. That 
the planets Venus and the moon were. understood by this word will be 
very easily determined; it is said Gen. xtv. 5. Ashtaroth* Karnaim: 
sKarnaim means that which is horned^ Deut. xxxiii. 17. and as none of 
the celestial bodies are h&rneif, btat the* mood anid 'Venus— ^reader marjc 
the sequel) improves that these planets were worshipped by them, and that 
they (1. e. the Philistines ! ) must also have had the use of the telescope, 
as the planet Venus can not be discovered to have that home d figure with the 

Vol. VIII. * M 
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naked eye. The full meaning of these words will be comprehended thus* 
/ the horned ttotr-making goddesses U t' p. 37 r . 

Again. 

« It is worthy of remark,' observes the discoverer, « that when Homer 
sung the battles of the gods with the giants, he sung the battles of the 
Hebrew leader in the land of Canaan : as may be proved from the syn- 
chronism of events recorded in the bible, and introduced by the poet.' 

The « mystical number of the beast*" Mr. B. says, refers to " the 
interval of tune from the destruction of the first temple by Nebuchadnezzar, 
to the destruction of the second temple by the Romans, which was 666 
years 1 — * We fear the *roXA* y^a/apa™ have, in sober reality, had a 
sisailar effect on the « f author of Biblical Criticisms," to what Festus 
knagined they had produced on the Apostle Paul. 
■ " ' ■ ■■' * i . i «,.«..i — » . . ' ■ ■ ■ i _.« 

Art. XXTT. Gloria in Excelsis Deo: et in terra flax, bona -voluntas 
homnibus. A Poem. Respectfully inscribed to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 4to. pp. 16. Price Is. 6d. Hatchard. 1812. 

"FRIENDS as we are to the Bible Society, (and warmer friends to 
. it than ourselves, we believe, there breathe not this day in England,) 
"we are yet doubtful whether it be a fit subject for a Poem. The grand 
design, indeed, of spreading the light which we ourselves have so Ion? 
possessed, over a benighted world, or the ^wonderful and delightful 
effects produced by the bible in a village, a family, or an individual, 
might furnish a very happy allusion, or sublime paragraph : bat to trace 
e the godlike plan/ from it's first beginnings, to tell with whom it originated* 
and by whom it has been advanced, is to connect with it all the details 
of society-business, the journeyings to and fro (in post-chaises or stage- 
coaches) of the three secretaries, the making and seconding of motions, 
the squabbles with Dr. Marsh, together with annual reports, lists of sub- 
scribers, donations, &c. &c. ; than all which, we conceive, few things 
can be less poetical. ^ 

This objection strikes deep; and we are sorry for it; for the poem* 
before us is evidently the production,— -probably the hasty production— of 
a mind, which, in fertility and elegance of conception, very far surpasses, 
the usual level of poetical pamphleteers. The first paragraphs at* very plea* 
sing. 

4 Oh ! to have heard the unearthly symphonies, 
Which o'er the star-light peace of Syrian skies 
Came floating like a dream, and in the ear 
Of those blest shepherds told that Heaven waa nigh; 
- Till suddenly the glory of the Loan v * m * 

Shone forth, and swelled the full angelic song—* 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
«' Be peace; good will to men." Oh ! to have hear* 
The silent earth thus greeted by the heavens 
In such glad strains of fellowship and peace ; 
And 9 while beneath the tranquil smile of night 
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The world unconscious slumbered, to hare felt 
The holy transport of prophetic joy ! 

Not long the vision tarried-: died away 
The wondrous music on the charmed ear 
Of those few peasants. Morn returned, and fouo4 
No footstep on her solitary hills 
Of angel visitant. The scene is closed 
Of that West pageantry to mortal gaze : 
Yet angels on their embassies of love 
Walk the still earth, and pour into the soul 
Of kindred beings, the beloved of Heaven, 
Mysterious music — music to be felt.' p. S — 4. * 

There is abundance of simile and metaphor in the poem ; the allusion 
to a star recurs too often. Of the three following passages the 
first is certainly elegant ; the effect of the third is a fittJe injured by 
its applying too minutely, and by its bringing to the mind the auxiliary 
and branch societies* 



Europe views, 



With hope-sick heart, upon thy towering cliffs 

The sunshine resting which to her hath set, 

And turns to thee, and watches for the day.* p. 6. 

s « Are ,there not signs, 

Thunders, and voices in the troubled air? 
Do ye. not see, upon the mountain tops, 
Beacon to beacon answering? Who can tell 
But all the harsh and dissonant sounds which long 
Have been— are still— disquieting the earth, 
Are but the tuning of the varying parts 
For the grand harmony, prelusive all 
Of that vast chorus which shall usher in 
The fastening triumph of the Prince of Peace. 9 p. 15. 

* Lo J how, unfolding from the germ of thought, 
The vast idea into earth has struck 
Jt& firm-fixed roots, and reared even unto heaven 
Its majesty : and, like the sacred tree 
Which India worships, from the parent stem 
The unnumbered branches, bending to the soilj 
And there self -planted, seek again the skies, 
1111 the whole earth is covered with its shade.* p. 5. 

These extracts will render an express commendation of the poem 
unnecessary. The verse, indeed, wants finish ; but to produce what 
is eminently beautiful, talent and labour must unite. To write blank 
Terse 1 ' well requires not only a musical ear, but an acquaintance with the 
best models so intimate, and practice so unwearied, that he who fails may 
solace his disgrace with the difficulty of the undertaking, and resolve 
to attempt again, what the once having been baffled may enable him to 
attempt with better hopes x>f success. 

« In arms not worse, in foresight much advanced. 9 
5 M 2 
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Art. XXIII. SELECT LITERARY INFORMATION. 

*** Gentlemen and PuMishers toho have works in the press, ivill oblige 
the Conductors of the Eclectic Review', by sending Information 
(postpaid) of the subject, e&enl, and probabU' price of such works ; 
which they may defend upon being communicated to the public, if 
consistent with its plan. 



The Rev. B. Brook, of Totbury, lias 
in the press, in three octavo volumes, 
the Lives of the Reformers, containing 
a biographical Account of those divines 
Who distinguished themselves in the 
cause of religious liberty, 'from the Re- 
formation, under queen Elizabeth, to 
tne Act of Uniformity in 1662. This 
work will contaiu a regular series of the 
History of .Nonconformists during a 
period one hundred years; and is whotly 
collected ft omauthent.c historical records 
and numerous MS. documents, which 
will include a very large selection of 
interesting and curious information 
never before published. 

Mr. Milburn's worlt on Oriental Com- 
merce, in two quarto volumes, with nu- 
merous charts by Mr. Arfowsmith, is 
in such a state of forwardness, that 
it is expected to appear eftriy in 
January. 

The Bp. of Meath has in the press 
a volume of Sermons on important 
subjects. 

A vohime of Sermons dn Subjects 
chieBy practical, by the late Dr. Munk- 
house, is in the press. 

TJie Rev. R. Mant is printing two 
volumes of Parochial brtd Domestic Ser- 
mons, designed to illustrate anjd enforce 
the most important articles of christian 
faith and practice, . . , , . . 

Mr. Bruce, bf Whitburn,' will shortly 
published a Serfes of discourses on 
'Evangelical' and Practical Subjects. 

Galatea, a Pastoral Romance, trans- 
lated from the 'German, will shortly ap- 
pear in a small volume, embellished with 
several wood- cut*. . . .. , 

Mr . De Luc's Geological Travels in 
Germany, Trance, and "Swisserlarid, in 
Wo volumes, are nearly ready for pub- 
lication. 

v The sixth, and Jast volume of Mr. 
Beloe's Anecdotes" of Literature will ap- 
pear in the course of this month. 

Mr. Josepn Hodgson /Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, will speedtDy 



publish, a Treatise on the Diseases of 
the Arteries and Veins ; comprising the 
treatment of Aneurism and Wounded 
Arteries. 

J. P. M. Do vast on. esq. has in the 
press, Fitzgwarine, a Metrical Romance, 
and other Ball Ads of the Welsh Border, 
with Poems, legendary, incidental, and 
humorous. 

Mr. Soutbey will shortly publish, ia> 
a quarto volume, "Roderick, the last of 
the Goths : also tbe second volume of 
his History of Brazil. 

Lieut. Colonel Mark W Ikes has tbe 
* second volume of his Historical Sketches 
of the South of India, nearly ready for 
publication. 

The Beauties of Anna "Seward's Poems, 
Letters, &c. &c. carefully selected and 
arranged' by Mr. Oulton, are printing in 
a duodecimo volume. 

Dr. Thomas Thomson intends to com- 
mence with the ensuing year a new phi- 
losophical journal, to be published 
monthly, entitled, Annals of Mechanical 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Agriculture, and 
the Arts, 

Speed'ly will be published, in 8vo. 
A Historical Account of tfteXaws enact- 
ed against tbe Catholics, of the Ameli- 
rations i which' they have undergone 
during the present reign-, and of their 
existent state: to which is added, a 
short account of the laws for the pu- 
nish merit of heresy in general} a brief 
Review of tbe Merits of the Catholic 
Question ; and copious notes, tending 
'principally toil litstrate the* vidws aud 
conduct of the Church of England, tbe 
[Presbyterians, and Sectarians, with re- 
gard ,to toleration when in the enjoy- 
ment* of power. Bv James Bala win 
Brown; Esq. of the Inner Temple. 

THe Lectures on' the Collects* by the 
Rev. Dr. Draper, in 3 vol. 8vo. ate m 
.thetpress, and will soon be ready, fo* 
delivery to subscribers.. Those who in- 
tend to Subscribe, will'please to forward 
their names before; the 30th of this 
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month to David Arnot, 17, Grace- 
church-street, as the Price will after 
that time be raised from 11. 5s. to 
II. lis. 66. 

The Rev. Mr. Lacey, #f Salters Hall, is 
about to publish two volumes of Family 
Discourses, crown octavo, price 12s. 
Each volume will contain twenty dis- 
courses, of a moderate length, and 
written on subjects expressly adapted 
to domectic use. 

A translation of Micbaelis on the 
Mosaic Law, is preparing by the Rev. A. 
Smith. 

Mr. Flindall will speedily publish his 
Amateur's Pocket Companion to the 
scarce and valuable engraved British 
Portraits chiefly selected from the works 
of Grainger, Bromley, Noble, &c. 

Particulars of the Life of a Dissent- 
ing Minister, with occasional reflections, 
illustrative of the education and pro- 
fessional state of the Dissenting Clergy, 
and of the character and manners of 
the Dissenters in general j will speedily 
be published. 

In the press. The Present State of 
Portugal, and of the Portuguese Army ; 
with an Epitome of the Ancient History 
of that Kingdom ; a Sketch of the Cain- 
. paigns of the ,Marquis of Wellington 
for the last four years ; and Observa- 
tions on the Manners and Customs of 
the People, Agriculture, Commerce, 
Arts, Sciences, and Literature. By 
Andrew Halliday, M. D. In one Volume, 
octavo. 

M. de Humboldt has just completed 
the' Astronomical part of his celebrated 
Voyage. His last number, consists, 



principally, of the preliminary Dis- , 
sertation, which explains all the means 
he had taken for making his observa- r 
tions, and which means he has era- . 
ployed with such remarkable advan- 
tage. There is another Discourse, by 
M. Oltmanns, in which he states alt 
the modes of calculation which he 
adopted, in order to derive from the 
observations, of M. Humboldt, and as-' 
tronomers in general, the most accurate 
and important results. For th.s Dis- 
course, M. Oltmanns was awarded the' 
Lalande Medal, by the French Insti- 
tute. 

Messrs. Leigh and Sotheby will have 
the honour to submit the following 
L braries lor public sale, during the 
present autumn. t 

The Library of the late Charles Mel- 
lish, esq. containing a fine collection of 
Hearn's Pieces, large paper, among 
which is the Acta Apostohrum. 

The Library of the Rt. Hon. Lora 
Vicountess Downe, deceased; being 
chiefly the collection of her Father, the 
late William Burton, esq. of Suifenham; 
in Rutland, and Clifford-street, Burl- 
inarton Gardens. 

The very extensive and valuable li- 
brary of the late Henry Hope, esq. of 
Cavendish-square. 

The Library of the late Charles Bran- 
don Trye, esq. F. R. S. 

The Library of the late Mrs. Anne 
Newton, containing chiefly the col Lee- ■ 
tien of the great Sir Isaac Newton. 

Part of the Library of Tycho Wing, 
esq. deceased. 



ART. XXIV. LIST OF WORKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 



ANTiQurrras. 

The border Antiquities of England 
shid Scotland delineated. Comprising 
specimens of the Architecture, Sculpt 
ture and other vestiges of former ages, 
from the earliest time to the union of 
the two crowns ; accompanied with de- 
scriptive sketches, biographical re- 
marks, and a brief History of the prin- 
cipal Events that have occurred in this 
interesting part of Great Britain. Part 
II, medium 4to, 10s. 6d ; and with proof 
impressions of the plates, super-royal 
ito, 16s. 

fctoauvav. 
Memoirs of the late Philip Mel? ill, 



esq. Lieutenant-Governor of Pendenais 
Castle, Cornwall; with an appendix, 
containing extracts from his Diaries and 
Letters ; selected by a friend. Together 
with two Letters aud a Sermon, occasion- 
ed by his death. In one volume 8vo. price 
10s. 6d. boards. 

Embellished with a striking Portrait 
of the Marquis, together with En- 
gravings of his most celebrated Bat- 
tles, Maps, Plans, &c. &c. The life 
of the Most Noble Arthur Marquis 
ot Wellington, Duke of Ciudad Ro. 
drigo, &c. &c. With copious de- 
tails and delineations, Historical, Poli- 
tical, and Military, of the various im- 
portant services in which he has been 
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engaged in Flanders, India, Ireland, 
Denmark, Spain, and Portugal. Also 
numerous interesting Professional An- 
ecdotes, not only of his brethren in 
arms, but also of the great Generals op- 
pose^ to him, in various parts of the 
world. By Francis L. Clarke, 8vo. 
12s. 6d. boards, 

An Account of the Life and Writings 
of Lord Chancellor Somers, including 
remarks of the public affairs in which 
be was engaged, and the Bill of Rights 
With a comment by Henry Maddock, 
esq. of Lincoln's Inn, Barrester at Law. 
quarto, 11. Us. 6d. bds. Part I. 



Smith's Greek Version of Bishop 
Jewell's Apologia, with notes. By A. 
C. Campbell, A.M. For the use of gram- 
mar schools, and dedicated, by permis- 
sion, to the Lord Bishop of Durham, 
^12 mo. 5s. bds. 

Marottes a Vendre, on Triboulet Ta- 
bletier ; a choice and unexceptionable 
selection from the ancient and modern 
French Facetiae, foolscap 8vo. 10s. 6d. 
bds. 

Elements of Universal Geography, 
ancient and modern ; containing a de- 
scription of the boundary, extent, divi- 
sions, chief cities, sea ports, bays and 
gulfs, lakes, rivers, capes, mountains, 
forests, islands, government, religions, 
population,, climate, soil, productions, 
commerce, historical events; &c. of 
the several countries, states, &c. in the 
known world. To which are added, 
historical, classical, and .mythological 
notes. By A. Picquot, l2mo. 5s. bd. 



A new edition of the Rural Sports ; 
or, a description of the pleasures and 
amusements arising from the air, the 
fields, the waters, and the forests; be- 
ing* rules and directions for shooting, 
fishing, and hunting, 4rith an abbrevia- 
tion of the laws relative to each ; inter- 
spersed with Sketebes and Anecdote* 
from Natural History. By the Rev. W. 
B. Daniel. 3 vol. royal 8 to. 51. boards; 
and in 5 vol. demy 4tu. Price 71. 7s. 6d. 
Illustrated by 72 Plates, principally 
from drawings by Beinagle,and engraved 
by Scott. 

HISTORY AND POLITICS. 

A new and complete edition, hand- 
somely printed, of the tetters of Junius : 



including letters by the same writer un- 
der various other signatures, now first 
collected. To which are added his 
Confidential Correspondence with Mr. 
Wilkes, and his Private Letters ad- 
dressed to Mr. H. S. Woodfall. With 
a Preliminary Essay and Notes. Illus- 
trated with Fac-similes of the Hand- 
writings of Junius, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Wilkes, Mr. Home, Mr, Dunning, Mr. 
W. G. Hamilton, dec. from the originals, 
now in the possession of his Son, Mr. 
G. Woodfall. 3 vol. 8vo. 21. 2s. boards 
and a few copies on royal paper, 31. 3s. 

The nintn and tenth volumes of the 
octavo edition of the works of the RL 
Hon. Edmund Burke. Price 11. 4s. in 
boards ; and a few copies on fine royal 
paper, price 1L 12s. 

The Annual Register;, or, a View -of 
the History, Politics, and Literature, 
for the Year 1811. 8vo. 13s. bds. 

American State Papers, and Corres- 
pondence between Messrs. Smith, Pink* 
ney, Marquis Wellesley, General Arm- 
strong, M. Campagny. M. Turreau, 
Messrs. Russell, Monroe, Foster, &c. 
Containing also, paper s relative to the 
annexation of Hollandto France ; repeal 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees; Eug* 
lish and Irish Budget; French state pa- 
pers, &c. &c &c. 8vo. 6s. 

Harwood's (John) advice to members 
of parliament, in a Letter to toe Re- 
presentatives of the Borough of Tewkes- 
bury, 8vo. Is. sewed. 

A reply to the calumnies and mis- 
representations contained in a charge 
to the grand jury at Madras, on the 
18th day of January, 1811, by Sir 
Francis Macnaughton, Knt. one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Pre- 
sidency. By William Douglas Brodie, 
esq. Registrar to the Carnatic debts at 
Madras. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

The Speech of Montagu Bnrgoyne, 
e*q. of Mark Hall, to the Freeholders of _ 
Essex, on Monday the 19th of Ootober, 
1812, being the last Day of the Poll, for 
the election of two members to serve in 
parliament for that County. 8vo. Price 
ls..6d. 

The Speeches and Public Addresses of 
the Right Honourable George Canning 
during the Late election at Liverpool, and 
on a public occasion in Manchester. 
Price &. 6d. 

A series of Letters, shewing the in- 
security and danger of granting what is . 
termed " Catholic Emancipation;"' 
written between the 1st of March and 
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the 1st of August 1812, and addressed to 
J — G — , Esq. by a Protestant of Ire- 
land., With additional Notes and an 
Appendix, containing several original 
papers of the Society of United Irish* 
men, some of which are now for the 
firs* time offered to the Public, price 
10s. 6d. boards. 

The American Review of History and 
Politics, No. V. for January ,181 2. 8vo, 
pi ice 6s. 

JUKlSPftUDENCB. 

Hanging not punishment enough, 
printed in 1701, reprinted in 1812, with 
a Preface, By Basil Montagu, Esq. 8vo. 
price Is. sewed. 

The Origin, Progress and present 
Practice of the Bankrupt Laws, both in 
England and Ireland. By Edward 
Christian, Esq. of Gray's Inn, Bar- 
rister at Law, a Commissioner of Bank- 
rupt, the Downing Professor of the Laws 
of. England, &c. Sec. In octavo, vol I. 
price 12s. boards. Dedicated by per- 
mission to Lord Eldon. 

Knsor's Defects of the English Laws 
and Tribunals, Svo. price 12s. boards. 

Reports of Cases in the High Court of 
Chancery, Ireland, during the time of 
Lord Chancellor Manners. Vol. I. Part 
. I. containing cases in 1807-8-9. By 
Thomas Ball and Francis Beatty, Esqrs. 
Barristers at Law, in royal octavo, 
price 9s. 

A Treatise on the Game Laws and 
Fisheries. By Joseph Chitty, Esq. of 
the Inner Temple. In two volumes octavo, 
lllls. 6d. . ,, 

A generaj Catalogue of Law Books. 
By Joseph Butferworth, the third Edi- 
tion, corrected. In 12mo. price 3s. 
boards. 

A Report of the whole Proceedings in . 
the important case of the King v. Bebb 
and others, with other MS. cases, and 
.observations on the law of Extents. By 
T. B. Hughes, Esq. Barrister at Law. 
8vo. price 8s. 6d. in boards. 

Pope's supplement to his practical 
Abridgement of the Laws of the Customs, 
Svo. Is. 6d. sewed. 

MATHEMATICS. 

An Elementary Treatise on the Geo- 
metrical and Algebraical Investigation 
-of Maxima and Minima, being the sub- 
stance of a course of Lectures delivered 
conformably to the will of Lady Sadler : 
to which is added, a selection of pro- 
f ositions deducible from Euclid's Ele* 



ments. By D. Cresswell, A. M. Fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vo. 
10s. boards. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Danger of Infidelity, interspersed 
with the History of Constantia Pierre- 
point. By Harriett Fentum, Author 
of Belina and Justina. In three vols. 
12mo. price 18s. bds. 

The Meteorologist's Annual Assist- 
ant, in keeping a diary of the weather, 
or register of the state of the barometer, 
thermometer, and wind, and (all of rain, 
in the course of a year, folio, price 3s. 

The Cambridge University Almanack, 
for the year 1813; containing, beside 
a regular Calendar, a correct list of the 
heads of Colleges, Professors, University 
officers, -Terms, &c. &c. ornamented 
with a fine view of St Peter's College, 
taken on purpose by Mr. Barker, of the 
Panorama, Leicester-square, London. 
Price 3s. 6d. elegantly engraved on a 
large imperial sheet. 

Omniana, or Horss Otiosiores, by 
Robert Southey, Esq. two volumes 12rao. 
12s. boards. 

poetky. 

A new Edition, being the fifth, of s> 
Collection of above six hundred hymns, 
designed as a new supplement to Dr. 
Watts's Psalms and Hymns, by the Rev. 
Edward Williams, D.D. and the Rev. 
James Boden, price 4s. 6d. bound ; and 
on fine paper, calf lettered 6s. 6d. 

Elegantly printed on superfine paper, 
volume the first of a new Translation 
(in rhyme) of Ovid's Metaphorses ; with 
the Latin text. By Thomas Orger. 
Vol. 1. 8vo. 10s. boards. 

Fancy; or. Effusions of the Heart. 
By W. Freeman, price Cs. extra-boards, 
small 8vo. 

The Genuine rejected Addresses, 
presented to the Committee of manage- 
ment for Drnry-Lane Theatre; pre- 
ceded by that written by Lord Byron, 
Price 6s. boards. 

TBEOLOGT. 

Nine Sermons, preached in the years 
1718— -19. By the late Isaac Watts, 
D. D. now first published from MSS. in 
the family of a cotemporary friend. 
With a Preface, by John Pye Smith, 
D. D. 8vo, 6s. boards. 

A Spiritual and most preciouse Perle 
teachynge all men to love and imbrace 
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the Crosse as a most swetyi and necesr 
sarye thynge, with Preface, &c, by 
£dward, Duke of Somerset, uncle to 
Edward VT. first printed in 1550, now . 
re-printed wjth a new Historical and 
Biographical Preface, price 5s. A very 
lew copies on large paper, at 18s. 4aV 

A Guide to the reading and study of 
the Holy Scriptures, with an Illustrative 
Supplement. By Augustus Herman 
Franck, late Professor of Divinity, and 
of the Greek and Oriental languages, 
in the University of Halle. Translated 
from the Latin, and augmented with , 
Notes, With a life of the Author. By' 
William Jacques. Price 6s. ex. boards. 

England Safe and Triumphant ; or 
Researches into the Apocalyptic Litjjtle 
Book and Prophecies, connected and 
aynchronkal. By the Rev. Frederick 
Thruston, M. A. 2 Vol. «vo. 1U Is. 
boards. 

Holy Biography $ or, the Saint's Ka« 
lender, by a Clergyman of the establish* 
ed Church, 12mo, Ss. hoards.. 

Home's Considerations on the Lives of 
Abel, Enoch, and Noah. 18 too. price 0s. 
sewed. 

A Few Plain Reasons why we should 
believe in Christ, and adhere to his 
Religion. Addressed to the Patrons and 
Professors of the New Philosophy. By 
feichard Cumberland, Esq. 2s. 6d. 
boards. 

Reasons for supporting the Society 
for promoting Christian "Knowledge, in 
preference to the new Bible Society j 
partly given in a charge to the Clergy 
of his Archdeaconry, at his Visitation 
in 1812. By the Rev. Charles Daubeny, 
LL. D. Archdeacon of Sarum. Price 
*s. 6d. 

Sermons preached at Llncoln's-Inn, 
in the Years 1806 and 1907. By J. B. 
fioirmgsworth, Fellow of St. Peter's Col- 
ledge, Cambridge ; and one of his Ma* 
jesty's Preachers at Whitehall ; late 
Assistant Preacher at Lincoln's-ihn. In 
one volume octavo, price 10s. 6& 
boards. 

Theological Disquisitions; or an In- 



•qiBry into Chose JPrhjciplas of Religion 
which are most influential In directing 
**id regulating the passions and affec- 
tions of the mW^-lst Disquisition. 
.On Natural Religion-Y® n< ' Disquisition. 
On the Jewish Dispensation, respecting 
religion and morals. By T. Cogan, M.D. 
In one large vol . octavo, price JSs^Jx}* 
boards. 

. Papers occasioned by. Attempts to 
form Auxiliary Bible Societies in -various 
parts of the Kingdom. To which is pre- 
fixed, an Historical -Skefcc* of the Con- 
troversy. By a Presbyter of the Church 
of England. 

TOFOCSAMT A«ID TRAVILS. 

The Charters and Letters Patent, 
granted by the Kings and Queens df 
•England to the Town and City of Bristol, 
newly translated, and accompanied by 
the original Latin. By the Rev. Samuel 
Geyer, M. A. a Burgess of the Corpora 1 - 
tion. 4to. 11. 7s. boards ; and wHfc/ the 
cuts coloured , price 11. TOs. 

The second Edition, ill unrated by inj- . 
proved Maps and additional Engravings, 
corrected, newly arranged, and con* 
sidrerabry enlarged, of An Account of 
the Empire of Marocco, and the Dis- 
trict of Suse and Tafilelt. By James.. 
Grey Jackson, 4to. SI. 'Ida, 6d. boards.' 

Travels in Southern- Africa, during the 
Years 1803, 4, 5, end 6. By Henry 
Lichtenstein, Doctor of Medicine and 
Philosophy, and Professor of Natural 
History at the University of TJerlinj 
'Member of several learned Societies. 
Translated from the German by Aon?. 
•Plumptree, and embellfsbed with* a 
Portrait of the Author, and other En- 
gravings from drawings taken on the 
spot, 4to. 11. 16s. boards. 

The Lowestoft Guide, -containing an 
account of Lowestoft and its 'Environs, 
by a Lady, 18mo. price 4s. 6d. boaTds, 

Letters from the Continent, .in tte 
years 1790, 1; and 2, to a Friend re- 
siding in England, 8 vo. 6s. b<h. 



ERRATA. 

p. 981, 7. 9, Jbroctnated'by tbo much, read actuated, too, by much. 

p. 1010, /. 13, /or Demaiore, rwrf-Dembivre. ' ."" 

p. 1158, /. 11 from beUm, forvwt called tho Caledonian, roc* salted the CalddODSSats, 

p. llWif.SendlSfrQmbotlQtorfrr'EvflveirtadEnvmi. 
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Abel, remarks on {he sacrifice of, 262 

Abernethy, the centre of the operations 
of the Culdees in the Lowlands, 55 

Abridgment, requisites of a good, 1007 

Africa, Meredith's account of the Mold 
Coast of, 1053; commercial advan- 
tages of, 1054; climate, negroes, tra- 
tiers j &c. 1055, et seq, 

African Institution, Sixth Report of the 
Directors of the, 1273; remarks on 
some oppressive enactments of oftr 
colonial lawgivers, 1275, et seq. scan- 
dalous neglect in securing religious 
instruction, 1276; want of an cx- 
officlo protector of the slaves, ib. ab- 
stract of the report, 1277, et seq. 
account of the Kroomen, 1282 ; state of 
the population of the river Sherbro, 
1283 

Africans, 80,000 still transported an- 
nually across the Atlantic, 1 274 ; the 
presumption in our colonies always 
against the freedom of a slave, 1275 

Algebra, Lea's treatise on the resolution 
of the higher equations in, .703, et 
seq. principle of Mr. L.'s operation, 
- 703; subsequent process, 703; his 
method pursued through a variety of . 
problems, 707 

Alpaca, the, described, 107 

Amalgamation, account of the process 
of, 598 

Amherst, Nicholas, a miserable author, 
939 

Ancient times, increasing facilities af- 
forded to our investigation of, 1206 ; 
on -what account this augmentation 
of knowledge is beneficial, 1207 

Antediluvian world, remains of. See 

Organic. 
Apostacy, its nature, causes, and con- 
sequences, 1181 
- Arab, address of an, to his horse, 1 105 
Arabian horses, inferior to the Persian, 

237 
Arbelon, quoted by Archimedes, 1140 
.Architecture, ecclesiastical, M finer and . 



Whittington's treatise on, 1166, et 
seq. ; cliaractefs of the several gothic 
styles, 1170 

Arithmetic, Mr. Lancaster's inventions 
in teaching, 655 

Atthur's stone,* of Maen Arthur, de- 
scription of, 1095 

Articles of faith, thoughts on the inef- 
i ficacy of subscription to, 745 

Assessments parochial, expediency of, 
701 

Assurance, ttfe doctrine of, explained, 
1050 

Atonement, admirable passage from Arch' 
bishop Tlllotson on the subject of, 181 

■■ , Magee's discourses and dis- 

sertations on the Scripture doctrine 
of, 252, et seq. ; importance of just 
and comprehensive views of the Divine 
character, 252; immethodical ar- 
rangement of Dr. M.'s work,* 253 ; . 
principles of moral government,, 254 ; 
inadequacy of repentance to satisfy the 
claims of justice, 256 ; conclusive refu- 
tation of the system of pure intercession, 
m 259, 260 ; remarks on the sacrifice of 
' Abel, 262; typical reference of sacri- 
fices, 264 ; meaning of the word atone- 
ment, 266-8; uses and design of the 
Jewish dispensation, 268 ; prophetic 
testimony, 269 ; the idea of vicarious 
substitution inseparable from the 
Christian system, 379 ; different lan- 
guage of the Qospels and Epistles 
accounted for, 38 1 ; versatile reasoning 
of Dr. Priestley exposed, 383 j. remarks 
on Dr. M.'s notes and dissertations, 
• 384-5^ 

Aulicus Coquinariss, an answer to Wel- 
don's Court aud Character of King 
James, *7 13 

Authors, fallacy of their epistolary 
compliments, 847 

Bampton Lectures, account of their in- 
stitution and object, 63 • - 
a * 
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Banks, Sir J. bis antipathy to Cardan's 
roles, 1010 

.Baptism, absurdity of ascribing to 
this rite the office of regeneration, 
1047 

Barbauld, Mrs. remarks on and extracts 
from her unpatriotic performance, en- 
titled Eighteen Hundred and Eleven, 
474, etseq. 

Bareith, whimsical account #/ the nobility 
of that court, 1016 

Bushire, description of, 122 

Batavia, causes of its unhealthiness, 819 

Bell, Dr. See Education. 

Bellingham, Wilson's substance of a 
conversation with, 965 

Benevolence, obligation* to t'te duty of, 
enforced, 1228 

Bentham's Theory of Rewards and Pu- 
nishments, .77, et seq. ; this subject 
singularly neglected tfy English states- 
men, 77 ; analysis of Mr. Bentham's 
work, 78, et seq.; -classification of 
punishments, 79; rules of prepor? 
tion between punishments and offen- 
ces, ib. ; desiderata in punishments, 
60; different modes of punishment, 
ib.; inequality of the' punishment of 
death, 81; transportation, 82; pri- 
vate and misplaced punishments, ib.; 
tome of the enormous anomalies of 
the English code pointed out, 83*; the 
source of reward identical with that 
of punishment, 84; the funds of re- 
ward, t A.; DeviPs advocate, 8$ ; tola-' 
Yies to be considered as indaeemntsjrather 
than rewards, 86 

Bible Society, account of the naval and 
military, 2 

Bible Society, controversy respecting 
the British and Foreign, 1210, et seq. ; 
increa si n g conviction in the public 
mind of its utHity, 1210 : its progress 
and proceedings since the year 1810, 
1212 ; histdrj of the controversy set 
en foot by Dr. Marsh, with notices of 
the publications in answer to him, 
1214; Br. Marsh's arguments refu- 
ted,, 1215, etseq. ; the circulation of 
the Bible involves no neglect of the 
Liturgy, 1216, irrelevancy of Dr. 
Marsh's facts, 1219$ probable in- 
fluence of the society on the establish- 
ed church, 1292 ; considerations, 
evincing that ihe whole scriptures are 
designed for general circulation, 1223; 
inconsistencies of the society's adver- 
saries, 1226; so team and magnificent 
spectacle of the institution itself, 
1227 

. ■■■ extracts from a poem in- 

scribed to the, 1293 



Bible Society, new application of an old 
fable to the, 748 

' defence of, by Bishop Porteus, 

762 
•Birch, uses' of, 1115 

Biographie Modeme, 713, et seq. ; ob- 
ject of this work, 715; can be regarded 
as authentic only in so far as cor- 
roborated by other testimonies, 716; 
misrepresentation of Madame Re- 
land's memoirs in the article Grange- 
neuve, 717 ; character of Fouquier Tin- 
viile, 720 ; conflict between the Jaco- 
bins and Girondists, 722 

Books, multitude of supererogatory, 1 1 96 

Botany, elementary tracts on, 279, 
et seq. 

Brazil, Mawe's travels in the interior 
of, 940, etseq.; the author no en- 
thusiast, 94 1 ; iocidents of the voyage, 
942; bis unpleasant reception on 
Terra Firm a, 949 ; town of St. Paul, 
944; visit to the gold mines of Jera- 
gua, 945, and the diamond mines of 
Serra de Frio, 947 ; splendid beggary, 
951; agriculture, fcc. 194, etseq. 

Britain , chronicle of the kings of, 1151; 
statements of Archdeacon Walter 
Geoffry of Monmouth, and the Areba- 
iology concerning, 1152; its genuine 
date, 1153 

■■■ thoughts on the early popula- 
tion of, 1156 

Bruce Robert, his appearance at Dumfries 
after escaping from the English court, 
1067 

Brute sagacity* atrious example of, 509 

Brutus, the fable of, why adopted, 
1159 

Bryant* his comprehensive, view, of 

. superstitions, 332 

Buonaparte, not indifferent to public 
opinion, 395; Ins habits of travelling, 
396-7 ; unjustly accused of poisoning 
his soldiers at Jaffa, 1106 

Calvin, alledged intolerance of, no ar- 
gument against his doctrines, 1042 

Calvinism, Scott's remarks on the Bishop 
of Lincoln's refutation of, 999, et seq. 
candid and manly tone of the re- 
marker, 399; his desultory and mis- 
cellaneous manner, 400; statement 
of the tenets of modern Catvinists, ». 
misrepresentations of Bishop Tomlin, 
403 ; objections answered, 409 

■ modern, Dr. Williams's de- 

fence of, 486, et seq. ; compared with 
the remarks of Mr. Seott, 486 ; ana- 
lysis of the work, 487 ; original sin, 
free will, and div&ne operations, 487 ; 
the Moly Spirit's agency 
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than mere persuasion, 488; regeneration 
used by ike sacred tor iters to express, 
generally, a great change, 489 ; absur- 
dities attaching' to the Bishop of Lincoln's 
view of justification, 400 ; good works 
not undervalued by modern Calvinisls, 
40 J; Dr. W/s discussion of the subject 
of Redemption entitled tp peculiar 
praise, 493; irrelevancy of the 
bishop's quotations from the Fathers, 
494; causes of his inconsistencies 
traced to the use of equivocal terms — 
confused perception of the grounds of 
obligation, and false views respecting 
the supremacy of the Deity, 496; re- 
marks on ike excellence and attainment of 
religious knowledge, 497 ; .Christian can- 
dor recommended and exemplified in Dr, 
W.'s work, 499 ; Calvinism not hostile 
to the established church, ib. 

Calyddon, the British term for Germans, 
445 

Candour, recommended in our enquiries 
after truth,' 499 

Caraccas, Scrapie's sketch of the, 682, 
et seq, ; incidents of die voyage, 685; 
Curacoa, 684 § town of Caraecas, de- 

• seription of, 684; its population, ib.; 
character and politics of the women, 688 ; 
religion, 689; agriculture, 690; ge- 
neral manuep, 691 

Cataract, absorption of, how promoted, 
499; congenital, improvements ef- 
fected by Mr. Saunders in the treat- 
ment of, 808*9 

Cape of Good Hope, flourishing state of 
the Moravian mission there, 621 

Catholic Fmancipation, opposed by 
. bishop Porteus, 762 ; and Archbishop 
Usher, 274 ; propriety of conceding 
it, 1205 

Ceylon, account of the ravages com- 
muted by the small-pox in tnat island, 
319 

-Channel" Islands, geological structure of 
fee, 1255 

Charem, minute description of the Sultan's, 
by Dr. Clarke, 1091 • 

Charles I. compared with Louis 16th of 
France, 1067 

Charles II. Dr. Whit alfer's absurd de- 
fence of, 521 

Charleroi, remarks on the siege of, 73 

Chateaubriand, M. travels in Greece, 
Egypt; a °d Barbary, 12 — 31 ; why 
undertaken, 13—16 ; his qualifica- 
tions and character, 13, 14,»16; cre- 
dibility of the traditions relative to the 
scene of our Saviour's labours, 13 ; ob- 
servations on the climate of Greece and 
its influence, 17; Turkish system of 



poHce* 21 ; dsscripthm of a Laconian 
ka*- $ 23; travelling, 17; approach to 
Athens, and the author's enthusiasm on 
beholding if , 1 8- 1 9 ; anecdote illustrative 
of the state of the people of the modem 
Peloponnesus, 28 ; Corinth, Athens, 
23 ; more emotions, lb. ; observations 
on Grecian buildings, 24; censure 
on Lord Elgin -unjust, 25 ; description 
of the Dead Sea, 29, 30 

Chateaubriand's Martyrs, or Triumphs 
of the Christian religion, 883; ro- 
mantic origin of this work,. 884 ; its' 
avowed design, 885 ; outline of the 
story, 887—896; concluding re- 
marks, 897-8 

Chiide Harold's Pilgrimage, a romaunt, 
by Lord Byron ,,630; Lard B. an apt 
illustration of the principles of criti- 
cism usually applied to noble authors, 
631 ; plan and versification of the 
poem, 632 ; unehgaging Jone of Lord 
B.'s philosophy, 633 ; estimate of his 
poetical merits, 634; instance of ar^i- 

• meniathe sublimity, 635 ; personfficatum 
of battle, 636; address to Parnassus, 
636 ,* stanzas Ho Inez, 637 ; Albanese 
song, 673 ; Lord B.'s failure as a sati- 
rist, 673: comments on his undis- 
guised infidelity. 

Christ, reflections an the manner of his ap- 
pearance and moral character, 49, 50; 
» animating spread of his kingdom, 426; 
the doctrine of his deity of essential 
importance in the Christian system, 
541 ; remarks on his person and 
office, 417—420 

Christian Ethics, Wintle's, 589; decep* 
tiveness of the title, 590 

Christians, early, remarks on their de- 
facement of the pagan temples, 366 

Christianity, Dr. Gregory's letters on 
the evidences, doctrines, and duties 
of, 1 ; the powers of mind requisite 
for conducting a subject so t exten- 
sive, ib.; injured frequently by in- 
judicious treatment, 2; analysis of 
the work, 2, et seq. ; credulity of un- 
believers, 3 ; necessity, of revelation, 
3^—6 : mysteries in religion, analogous 
to the difficulties inseparable from 
other branches of knowledge, 7 and 
12; genuineness and authenticity iof 

• the bible, 8; prophecies, especially 
those relating to the Messiah, 9 ; mi- 
racles, ib, ; four criteria of , 10 ; their 
evidence not weakened by time, 11 ; the 
evidences of Christianity subservient 
to its doctrines, 177; in the state* 
ment of these two extremes to be 
avoided, 178; the true way of coo. 

a2 
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teinplating them, ib. ; importance of 
' right views of the Christian system, 
180 ; the atonement, 481 > Divine in- 
fluence, 183; the resurrection illustrated 
by analogies, 185; concluding obser- 
vations, 189 
■ Naylor'a series of discourses 

of the evidences of Christianity, 286, 
et seq. 

by whom introduced into 



Britain, 444 
Chronology, Ha leg's new analysis 'of, 
298, et *eq.; designed as o competent 
history of the Bible, 299 ; unfounded 
assumptions of geological writers, in 
regard to the Mosaic cosmogony, 
306; Dr. H. injudicious in his re- 
marks on Adam's formation, 306; 
valuable illustrations of the book of * 
Job, 306 ; prophecies relating to the 
person and mediation of the Messiah, 
420 ; origin of the»Gospel, 423 ; re- 
marks on br/H.'s gloomy interpreta- 
tion of the prophecies yet to be ac- 
. complished, 425 
Church of Eugland in no danger from 

the " Evangelical" party, 500 . 
Cicuta virosa, iujuriousness of this 

plant to cattle, 58 
Clarke's (Dr.) travels in Greece, Egypt 
and the Holy Land, 1083 ; his tra* 
veiling^ qualifications, 1085, et seq. ; 
this portion of bis travels less inter- # 
esting than the former, but equally 
meritorious, 1087; reflections on the 
history of Greece, 1089; picture of 
Constantinople, 1090; visit to the 
Charem, 1091 ; superstitions of the Der- 
vishes, 1093 ; source of the Scamander, 
1095; JDjazar Pacha, 1096: Naza- 
reth, Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives 
f and Bethlehem, 1098—1103; the 
Dead Sea, 1104; Arab manners, 
1 105 ; Dr. Clarke a distinguished ad- 
vocate of the best interests of his fel- 
low men, 1 107 
Clergy, evangelical, vindicated, 1147; 
comparison of the orthodox and evan- 
. gelical, 1048 

Cochineal, account of its cultivation, 595 
Collieries, method of working, 835 
Collins, anecdote illustrating his attachment 
to the Bible, 1144; outline of his l(fe f 
1 145 
Colours, associations connected with, 1 33 
Columns, particulars of his life, 447 
Conchology, Sowerby's Mineral, of Great 

Britain, 748 
Constantinople, description of, 740 
Conversion, instantaneous, not held to 



be indispensable by any set of Chris- 
tian*, 1047 

Convicts, passage of to New South 
Wales, 1180 

Countenance, the human, beauty of de- 
pendant on associations, 140 

Cottage Sketches, remarks on, with ex- 
tracts, 928 

Crabbe, Mr. characteristics <of bis poe- 
try, with extracts from his tales, 
1242; his faulty choice of subjects, 
ib. : wearisome minuteness* of his de- 
tails, 1244; his carelessness, 1246; 
his great power in the pathetic, 1247 ; 

* fine finish of his descriptions, 1249 

Criticism, periodical, defence of, 91, 
et seq, 

■ ' anonymous, abuses and advan- 
tages of, 847 

Cryptogamous Plants, Sprengel's intro- 
duction to, 521, et seq*; this branch 
of botanical study hitherto overlooked, 
521 ; but ably«and diligently laboured 
by Mr.S. 522; naturat history of. the 
ferns andlichens, 522 — 526 

Culdees of Iona, Jameson's historical 
account of the,' 444, et seq,;* intro- 
duction of Christianity into Britain, 
ib. ;~ history of the Picts, 445; account 
of Colm or Columba, 446 ; settlement 
at Iona, 447; resemblance of the doc- 
trine of the Culdees to that of our re- 
formers, 449 ; their rejection of several 
requisitions of the Romish church, 
451 ; sketch of the ecclesiastical his- 
tory of the reign of Oswald, and his 
successor Oswy; expulsion of the 
Culdees from England, 454; their 
esteusive influence on the state of 
religion, 457; purity of their lives, 
458; series of oppressions inflicted 
upon them, 459, et seq.; reformation 
in Scotland compared with that of 
England, 463 
Cumberland, Mudford's memoirs of, 
140; Cumberland's writings sinking 
fast to their proper level, 841; Mr. 
M.'s book a needless repetition of 
. known facts, 842 ; his excessive self- 
complacency, 843 
Curacoa, remarkable dialect of, 684; 

defence of the island, 684 
Cuvier, his inferences denied from the 
foisil remains of mammalia, 372 



Days, origin of the names of, 535 
Daon, Count, character of as a general, 

75 
Dead Sea, animated description of, by M. 
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Chateaubriand j commented on by Dr. 
Clarke, 1104 
Death, effect of its abolition as a pu- 
nishment for murder in the dominions 
of the duke of Tuscany, 77 ; eminent- 
ly defective in point of equality ,81 
Deffand, Mad* du, correspondence of, 

' 547, el seq. ; chiefly interesting as 
furnishing a picture of French society 
previous to the revolution, 547 ; cha- 
racter of Mad. D. as a letter-writer,, 
548; her portrait of Fox, and re- 
marks on it, 549 ; causes of her dis- 
like of Hume, 551 ; disgusting affec- 
tation of the philosophers, 553; 
enormous evils of the old government, 
554 ; Walpole's contempt of courts, 
555 ; hit opinion of England, 557; 
vague usage- of the term common 
sense, 559 ; Mad. du D. the victim 
of ennui, 560; active usefulness in 
youth essential to the comfort of old 
age, 561 

Derbyshire, Farey's General View of 
the Agriculture and Minerals of; 826, 
et seq.; boundaries, 827; climate, 
828; soils, 829 

Dervishes, monstrous buffooneries of the, 
1093 

Despot, curious picture of a, 1097 

Despotism, or the fate of the Jesuits, 
D. Israeli's romance* of, 585, et seq. ; 
no object «of horror to the generality 
of those who live under it, 557 

Devonshire and Cornwall, stratification 
Of, 1260 

Edgeworth's (Miss) Tales of Fashion- 
able Life, 980; importance of a right 
use of the great trusts of mental 
power, 980; Miss,E.'s talents exer- 
cised within contracted limits, 981 ; 
short comings of her morality, 982; 
truth and animation of her characters, 
983; remarks on Vivian, Enailie de 
Coulanges, and the Absentee, with 
extracts, 983, et seq. ; estimate of her 
qualifications and defects, 999 ; cen- 
sure of her irreligion, 1000 j estimate 
of the characteristic qualities of her 
compositions, 1006 

Education of the Poor, controversy on 
the, 651, etseq. ; the utility of general 
education allowed by all, 652; the 
best mode of effecting it a subject of 
dispute, 653; origin of the new 
system of education, and account of 
the Madras school, 654; inventions 
and improvements of Mr. Lancaster, 
655, et seq. : his claims compared 
with those of Dr. Bell, 656 ; his meri- 



torious activity, 657 ; history of his 
exertions, 656, et seq.; opposition 
raised by Mrs. Trimmer and the Arch- ~ 
deacon Daubeny, 658; Dr. Bell 
brought forward into notice, 659 ; self- 
multiplying nature of the LfsncasterUin 
schools, 661; . universality of their plan, 
662 1 expenditure and tinances, 664, 
etseq.; institution of the s National 
Society, 667 ; the diffusion of know- 
ledge a matter of joy, whatever be the 
motives of those who engage in the 
design, 669; examination of abjec- 
tions to the Lancasterian schools, 
783 ; the founder's Quakerism, 784 ; 
his inventions iudividually canvassed, - 
785; impotent attempts to ridicule 
his {nmishments, 789; reasons for 
preferring Mr. Lancaster's system to 
that of Dr. Bell, 790, etseq.; not de- 
trimental to the church, ^792; nor 
' productive of indifference in maters 
of religion, 794 ; not fettered like Dr. 
B.'s by little party distinctions, 797; 
entitled to support, if it were only to 
keep alive the zeal of its opponents. 
799 
Egotism, a weed which gro^s on any 
thing, 843 ; hints for exterminating 
it, 844-5 
Elgin, Lord, remarks on his researches 

in Greece, 27 — 29 
Enthusiasm, Dr. Bidlake's singular picture 
of, 66 ; legally established by Charles 
II. 69 
Envy, reflections on, 912 
Equations. See Algebra. 
Euclid's Elements, state of previous to 

Dr. Simon's edition y ] 1 36 
Evangelical Clergy, defence of the t 1147 
Evidence, historical, not weakened by 

time, 11 
Experience, religious, remarks on, 406 
Eye, Saunders on the diseases of the, 
899, etseq.; the author's professional 
merit very great, 900 ; - copious ab- 
• straot of his work, 901, et seq. 

Faith, tljte only ground of justification. 

1042 
Faults in Mineralogy, defined, 289 
Female-constancy, affecting prnof of 957 
Ferns, natural history oj \ 522 — 524 
Tickleness in religions opinions, evil 

and danger of, 746 • 

Fiorin Grass, Richardson's essay on, 

540 
Fishes, fossil, remains of, enumerated. 

370 
Fouquier Tinville, character of, 720 
Forte's (Capt.) vindication of his con- 
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duct when senior officer in the bay of 
Naples, in the summer of 1799, 472 

Force in mechanics, various accepta- 
tions of, 12(55 

Formularies of the English church; 
more authority paid to them by the 
evangelical clergy than by their op- 
ponents, 412 • 

Fossils, comprehensive survey of, 336, 
etseg. 

Fox, his portrait, as drawn by Mad. du 
Defiand, 549 

France, Faker's sketches of, the internal 
state of, 393, el teg* $ restoration of 
the old regime, 395 

■ Miss PI umpire's narrative of 

a three years residence in, 479, et teg.; 
her opportunities for observation/ 430 ; 
her book an apology for the French, 
and a panegyrical defence of Bona- 
parte* enormous oppressions of the 
©Id government, 554 

Frederic of Prussia, brutality of his do- 
mestic character, 1011 

Freneh, descent of tlte, on the Welsh coast, 
871 

French society, picture of, previous to 
the revolution, 547, et sea. 

Gael and Gaul, of distinct etymologies, 
1158 

Gaelic schools, first annual report of, 
433 

Gait's Voyages and Travels, 728, et teg.; 

Gauss, M. successful issue of his c di&> 
quisitiones,' 351 

Gaylenreuth, description of its remark- 
able cavern, 374 . 

Geological Society, transactions of the, 
1253, etseg. 

Geological writers, unfounded assump- 
tions of, in reference to the Mosaic 
history, 295 

Geyser's, description of the, 570 

Gildas, object of his history, 1155 

Girondists, reflections on their patriotic 
. contest with the Jacobins, 722 » * 

Gleaner, the, see Periodical Papers. 

Gospel dispensation, practical remarks on 
the, 928 

Gospel, Meat's appeal to the, 1035, et 
seg.; an attack on the Metho di sts, 

- 1035; remarks on its spirit and pre- 
tensions, 1036, etseg.; and a copious' 
examination of its contents, 1037, et 
teg. ' 

w What the Gospel is, and what it 

is to preach it, 820-21 

Gospels, origin of the, 423 ' 
« Government, moral principles of, 254 

Grace of motion, always stow and mea- 
sured, 140 



Grabame, lines sacred to the memory 
of, 87 ; extracts from, 88 — 91 

Grangeneuve, Madame Roland's account 
of his patriotic plan of suicide, 718 

Great Britain, Molev ille»s chronological 
abridgment of, 1065, etseg.; Mont- 
gatliard, on the situation of, 316 

preece, memorandum of the Earl of 
Elgin's pursuits in, 355 

Greece, observations on the Climate and its 

. influence, 16 

Greece, reflections on the History of, 
• 1088 i modern state of. See Chateau- 
briand, Clarke, and Gait. 

Greek, chieftain, visit to a, 738 

Gregory's (Dr.), Letters en the evidences 
Doctrines and Duties of Christianity ; 
See Christianity. 

Goanaco, the, described, 1070 

Gunn-— Saunders' Life of, 1148; et seg. 

Gypsey Group, finished description of a, 
1253 

fiafod, Smith's tour to, 692 et seg : des- 
cription of Hafbd House and the ad- 
joining grounds, 693 

Haggai, ii. 6. illustration of, 423 

Helvetic Republics, Nayior's History 
of, 274: superseded by the previous 
work of Mr. Planta, 275 : contrast be- 
tween the history of the Swiss Cantons 
and that of the Italian States, 277 

Highlanders, Grant's Essay* on the Su- 
perstitionsofthe,160«*««ff : their an- 
tipathy to the Lomlandsrs, 165 ; pleasing 
representation of their habits, 167: 
causes leading to produce their super- 
stitions, 170 ; their precautions against 
supernatural agency, 173 

Hindu Infanticide— Moor's account of 
its prevalence and suppression, 333, 
etseg. 

Holy Land. See Clarke. 

Horticultural Society, memoirs of the, 
966 

Hough, Bishop, Wilmot's Life of, «27; 
etseg: his pretensions to fame chiefly 
to be rested on his manly resistance 
to the tyranny of James, 528 ; the cir- 
cumstances of this transaction de- 
tailed, 529; et seg. The Bishop's Let- 
tors seldom rise above the level .of or- 
dinary chit-chat, 533 

Hulsean Prize, for what purpose found- 
ed, 723 

Jaffa— story of the French Soldiers poi- 
soned there, untrue, 1105 

James, I. Secret History of the Court of, 
708 et seg; Osborne's Memoirs, 708 ; 
fashionabie manners, 709; Satirical 
•ketch of James's person, WelaWs 
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■ Court and Character,' 712 

Jarejnhs — tbeir justification of infanti- 
* cine, 339; singular instance of barba- 
rian tendernest in one of their chiefs, 
343 

Java, Civil and Military Sketches of, 
817 

Jura, prospect from the peak ef 9 699 

Iceland, Hooker's Journal of a Tour to, 
569, et seq; influence of scenery on the 
imagination, 552; grandeur of this aus- 
tere region as seen from the Sea, 564 ; 
Westmaris Isles, 365 ; appearance and 
manners orHhe inhabitants, 365 ; en- 
trance into Reikiotg/567; construction 
of the houses, 567 ; Icelandic Library, 
563: climate and natural history, 
562 ; journey to the Yeysers, 570 — 77 ; 
Sulphuric efflorescence around them, 575 ; 
magnificent spectacle of the columns of 
steam, 576 ; church service, 577 ; Scene 
in the Sulphur mountains, 579 

I-colm-kill, Ecclesiastical History of, 
447 ; natural history and antiquities, 
698. 

Job, Book of, remarks on its antiquity, 
303 

Iona. See Culdees. • 

Iris, on the inflammation- of the, 903, 5 

Isaiah, 53d and 4th, explanation of, 
377 

Jerusalem— credibility of the traditions re- 
lative to the holy places in and near, 
counterstatement of Dr. Clarke, 1099 ; 
present appearance of, 1102; interest- 
ing associations connected with its his* 
tory, 1113 

Jesuits — historical romance on their 
downfal, 385 ► 

Jews, Ewing's Essay addressed to the, 
1121 et seq ; why the controversy has 

. lost its interest 1)21 ; analysis of the 
Essays with Extracts, 1 1 23 

Inchbald, Mrs. compared with Miss 
Edgeworth, 607 

India, Maepherson's History of European 
Commerce with, 771; his work an 
Envelope to a defence pf the E. I* 
Company, 772; curious specimen of his 
political economy ,773; his arguments, 
when pushed to their just coo se- 
quences go to the protection of un- 
limited abuse, 777 ; men may safely 
be trusted with the care of their own 
interests, 778 ; absurd contradictions 
of the argument on competition, 779 ; 
the company now demand as a right 
what they were glad to receive as a 
boon, 781 ; European goads not fairly 
tried in India,, 781 ; colonization 
rather to be wished than dreaded, 
712 



Indians, moral and physical character of, 
687,689, 1070 

their employment in the Spanish mines, 
597 

Infanticide. See Hindu. 

Intercession. See Atonement 

Johnson, estimate of his powers as a 
poet and a critic, 961 ;• vices of his 
style, 963 ; causes of his dread of 
death, 96* 

Ireland, Dewar's Observations on, 1 196 ; 
natural Character, 1197—1200; the 
Irish men compared with the High- 
lander, 1200 ; Irish Bards, 1200 ; im- 
portance of providing religious in- 
struction and circulating the bible in 
the Irish language, 1202, 3' 

Isaiah— 52nd Chap, reflections on the, 
582 

Jungermanniae, Hooker's Monograph of,' 
851 

Justification, absurdities attaching to the 
Bishop of Lincoln's view of, 490 j the 
calvinistic doctrine of, feebly opposed 
by Mr. Mant, 1040 

Kenneth, 3d — sketch of his reign, 459 
Knowledge religious, to be sought in the 

performance of known duty, 497 
Kroomen, account of a tribe of people so 

called, 1285 . 

Lancaster, Mr. See Education. 

Lapland, Linnaaus's Tour in, 52 et seq. 
the traveller's object, 53; curious picture 
of a Lapland female, 53 ; interesting 
descriptions of Alpine scenery, 56, 57 

Laplanders, delineation of the, 81 4 

Laws, Engliso— some of their monstrous 
anomalies exposed, 83 

Lichens, natural history ef, 525 

Linnaros's'Tour in Lapland. See Lap- 
land. 

Literary Desiderator, thoughts oa 
958 

Literature,—- Mad. Stael on its influence 
upon society, 311 et see* 
' Llama description of the, 1069 ; and the 
Llama driver, 1070 

Machines, Hachettefe Treatise on, 1267 
—principles by which to estimate their 

force, 1270 
Madeira, geological Sketch of, 1265 
Madras System of Education, origin of, 

653 
Man, Isle of, Wood's account of the, 

508 et seq. 
Mant. See Revelation and Gospel. 
Malta, remarks on, 737 
Malvern' Hills. — Mineralogy of th« 

1263 ) 
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Mammalia, fossil specimens of, 372 

Manilla Galleou, particulars 1 elating to 
the, 601 

Marsh, Professor, irreierancy of his his- 
tory of translations, 24; bis objec- 
tions to the Bible Society refuted, 1*208 

Married women, duties and virtues of, 
921 

Martyrs, The. See Chateaubriand. 

Melancholy, Peacock's Philosophy o£ 
with extracts,- 1031 

Methodists — their character and doc- 
trine rescued from the misrepresen- 
tations of Mr. Mant, 1037 

Milford, description of, 875 

Mines of New Spain, description of the 
ji ode in which they are worked, and 
amount of their produce, 597 et seq. 

visit to the Gold mines of Jara- 
gua, the Diamond Mines of Serra do 
Frio in Brazil, 960 

Minister, Christian, Hall's Sermon on 
the supports and discouragements of, 
668, et seq; characteristic qualities 
of this distinguished writer's compo- 
sitions, 669, 70 ; the. incalculable ad- 
vantage of citing such an authority, 
672; analysts of the Sermon nature and 
importance of a change of character, 673; 
addresses from the pulpit "should be cha- 
racteristic, 674; a formal and mechanical 
method of distributing the parts of a dis- 
course to be avoided, 675 ; importance of 
attention and seriousness in performing the 
duties of public instruction, 676*; chargf 
of depreciating morality refuted, 677 ; ne- 
cessity of cultivating a devotional spirit, 
677; dignity of the ministerial office, 
678; peculiar religious advantages belong- 
ing to it, 679 ; concluding remarks on 
the exquisite style of this sermon, 681 

Ministerial office, necessity of circum- 
spection in the, 197 

Miracles, critetia of, 10; and evidence, 11 

Mishna, claims of the, invalidated, 
1123 

Monkey, marvellous sensibility of*, 853 

Moravians — account of their missionary 
establishments, (21; home superinten- 
dence of them, 622; mode in which 

* * the missionaries proceed in their dif- 
ferent settlements, 623 

More, Mrs*. — why her characters fail in 
awakening an animated interest, 609 ; 
force and perspicuity of her moral 
lessons, ib ; her acuteness in detecting 
the Errors of Christian professors, 
610; her liberality rather constrain- 
ed, 611 

Mosa'c cosmogony, perfectly recon- 
• citable with geological researches, 



301 ; Wood's illustration of the, 
534. 'Uses and design of t 268 

Mountain,/aff of, remarkable account of ex- 
tracted from Saussure, 1029 

Mountains and bills of Great Britain, 
Enumeration of, 229 

Margrave de Bareith, Memoirs de la. 
1 012 et seq ; curious disclosure of the 

• interior of the Prussian Conrt, 1015 
et seq. 

Music, Mr. Alison's theory of, 132 
Mysteries in religion, no argument against 
the truth, but the contrary, 7, 12 

Naphtha, *prings\f, described, 237 

Naples, extract from Mr. Fox's animated 
speech on .the state of in the year 
1800, 467; infamous treatment of the 
* republicans' by the Neapolitan Go- 
vernment, 468 et seq ; and the sanction 
, afforded it by Lord Nelson, 472 et 
seq. 

Nations, — Murray's Historical and Moral 
Inquiries respecting the character of, 
807 et seq. 

Natural History — its importance in re- 
ference to Biblical Criticism, 306 

Negroes, African character of 1056 

Nelson, Lord— his censurable conduct 
in the bay of Naples, 472 

New Spain, Humboldt's Political Essay 
on the Kingdom of, Vol. III. and IV. 
503 et seq; agriculture, 593 ; mines, 
595; commerce, 600; revenue and 
military defence, 601, 2; a great 
portion of M. H.'s representation of 

* the actual state of New Spain, by this 
time a matter of history, 603 

New Testament, authenticity and inspira- 
tion of the, 1129 

Newton, Sir I. verses of, written under 
the portrait of Charles 1. 1010 ; reflec- 
tions on his moral character, 101 1 ; 
his anti-trinitarianism asserted by the 
Socinians without the shadow of a 
proof, 1011 

Nicobar Islands, Haensel's Letters on 
the, 799 ; abandonment of the Moravian 
mission, 801 ; the' author's intrepid re- 
sistance to a marauding party of Ma- 
lays, 803 

Night, Sonnet to, by Mis* Porter, 431 

Notation. See Numbers. 

Novelistsofthe present day, remarks on 
those who assume the character of the 
direct moralist, 606 etseq. Miss Edge- 
worth, 607 ; Mrs. .More, 608 ; Miss 
Hamilton, 611 ; Mrs. Opie,618 

Novels — a department of our literature, 
principally indebted to the female pen, 
605; reflections on their operatjog, 
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£04; more influential than romances, 
605 ; dangers of novel reading as a 
babit, 619 
Numbers* Barlow's Elementary Inves- 
tigation of the Theory of, 347 et seq ; 
analysis of the work, 346, 7 ; possible 
and impossible forms of square numbers, 
348; comparison of different scales of 
Notation, 149 1 division of the circle, 
351 ; example, facilitates the selection of 
periods, 352 

Organic remains of a former World, 
Parkinson's examination of, 365; et 
eeq. analysis of this work, — 366; 
vermes, 367 ; shells, 368 ; fishes, 369; 
EittomoHtbe, amphibiolithe, 370 ; 
birds, 3T1 ; mammalia, 372 ; Mastodon 
of the Ohio, 372 ; Cuvier*s inferences, 
373 ; interesting description of a natural 
sepulchre at Gaylenreuth, 374 

Origen, Cunningham's Dissertation on 
the Book of, against Celsus, 723 et seq; 
Origentbe most deservedly celebrated 
of the Christian fathers, 724; an 
abridged and methodical account of 
his controversy with Celsus a deside- 
ratum well supplied by Mr. Cunning* 
. ham, 725 ; inferences collected from ike 
concessions of Celsus and the Arguments 
of Origen, 725 ; numerous quotations of 
these writers from the sacred books, 
726 ; Evidence they furnish on the sub- 
ject of miracles, 727 ; Origen's doctrine 
on the Divinity of Christ, 727 

Original Sin-~€alvinistic Doctrine of, 
404 

Oswald,— Sketch of his reign aud that 
of his successor Oswy as connected 
with Ecclesiastical History, 454 

Pagan rites and ceremonies, incidental 
notices of, 887 etseq. 

Pagans, most eminent of the, acknow- 
ledged the necessity of revelation, 5 

Palermo, account of, 733 

Panopticon— plan for the construction, 
of a Prison to be so called, 80 

Papers periodical, Drake's Biographical 
Critical and Historical Essayvon, 954 ; 
their enormous amount, 958 ; tttffietrt- 
ties attending the task ofselection,J1142 

Papyrus, description of, 279 

Parkinson's Organic Remains. See 

, Organic. 

Pastoral Character, Campbell's Lectures 
on the, 195 et seq ; analysis of, with 
extracts* 

Pembrokeshire, Fenton's Historical Tour 

thro*, 867 ei seq; historical sketch 

of 868; Welsh amazons, 869; St. 

David's 872; Milford, 874; Picton 

, Cstle, 878; Pembroke, 880, &c. 



Perfection, the doctrine of, untenable 

in its rigorous form, 1050 
Permission, — remarks on, in reference to 

free agency, 495 * 
Persepolis, ruins of, described, 245 
Persia, Morier's Journey to, 114 ; origin 
of the Embassy, 118; Persian visits, 120, 
121 ; Bushire, 123 ; doleful appearance 
of the women, 123 ; eating and cookery, 
125; quality, appearances and pro* 
ductions of the country, 235 ; ruins of 
Shapour, 237 ; approach of the mission 
to Shiraz, 239 ; ceremonies and splen- 
dour of the Court, 241 ; festivities and 
. amusements of the populace, 243 ; 
Persian feasts, 245 ; visit to Persepolis, 
245 ; entrance into Ispahan, 247 ; re- 
ception of. the Embassy at Teheran, 
the present capital of Persia, 249; 
court mourning, 250 ; conference with the 
long, 251 ; description of his person, 
252 ; extreme sensibility of the Per- 
• siaos, at their mimic spectacles, 254 ; 
capricious movements of the nego- 
ciation, 255 ; legislative enactments, 
256 
Perspective, linear, Creswell's Elements 
..of, 193 , 

Peruvian sheep, different species of, desaiB- 
. ed, 1069 

Pilch lake, visit to a, 1257 
Petralogy, Pinkerton's Treatise on, 
1018 el seq ; memoir of this author's 
literary atchievements, 1019 ; guess 
at his mode oft compilation in the 
present instance, 1020; specimens 
of his barbarous technology, and mi- 
nera logical blunders, 1021 etseq. 
Picts, early history of, 445 ; progenitors; 

of the modern Highlanders, 445 
Picturesque objects, both in matter and 
mind, how frequently produced by the 
crimes of mankind, 161 
Piety, its effect in elevating humble in- 
tellect^SO ; advantages of early, 303 
Pinker ton, Mr. refutation of his calumny 
on the Culdees, 458; remarks on his 
Petralogy. 
Plato,— a remarkable citation from, in 

reference to the Messiah, 5 
Poetry, different styles of, 1 1 72 
- Political profligacy,— -fictitious example of, 
985 
Porisms, the subject of, seldom discussed, 

1009 
Porter's (Miss A. M.) Poems, 430 
Portens, Bishop, Hodgson's life of, 755 
et seq ; his birth and early education, 
756 ; college studies, 757 ; becomes 
chaplain to ArchbUhop Seeker, ib ; 
animated description of his living of Hun* 
ton, 759; promoted to the See of 
Chester, 760 $ and London ; 761 ; ac- 
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count of his various publications, pas- 
toral apd parliamentary occupations, 
munificent charities and tranquil 
death,. .760 et seq-, summary of his 
character, 768 

Portugal, Lord Grenvilie's Poem of, 
mOetseq. 

Potato, rules for planting the, 967 

Petemkin, Memoirs of the Life of, 983, 
et seq ; examples of his avarice and prodi- 
gality, 285 

Preaching extempore, — curious extract 
from the Cambridge University, 
statutes of, oh the subject, 69; im- 
portance and excellence of the institu- 
tion of, 819; its Evangelical topic*, 
820 ; a minister 9 * first care should be to 
feel the truths he describes, 823 ; taught 
not to be too systematic, 1063 ; roles 
for popular, 199 

Priestley, Dr. — striking instance of his 
versatile reasoning, 383 

Prisons, remark* on the management 
of, 80 ; account of Mr. Behtham's Pa- 
nopticon, 82 

Prosperity, contrasted with adversity, 
1231 

Prussian Army, — remarks on the Com* 
position of, under Frederic, 75 

Punishments and Rewards. See Ben- 
tham. 

Puritans, the extensive use of tftit term as 
an epithet of reproach, 7 U 

Radcliffe, Sir G.— Whitaker's Life and 
Correspondence of, 51 1 et seq ; delights 
arising from the discovery of old pa- 
pers, 512; biographical sketch of Sir 
G. Radcliffe, 513 ; minuteness of his 
Scholastic letters, 515, 518; Mr. 
Whitaker's political creed rather a 

: singular one, 520, 

Raj-Kumars, prevalence of Infanticide 
among them, 335 

Rain, register of at Chatstoorth, 829 

Reason, inefficacy of unassisted, in 
matters of religion, 6; its results 
frequently. confounded by sceptics with 
the articles of revelation, #. 

Redeemer, Jesse's Sermons on the per- 
son and office of, 413 ; monotony of 
their character, 417 

Redemption, Pennington's view of, 581 
etseq; enumeration of previous works 
on tfce subject, 5g|.; CalvinUtic Dbc- 
, trine of, 580 

Reform, Yates' argumenti in favour of, * 
a marvellous instance of literary 
theft, 641 ; 

Reformation in Scotland; Cook's History 
of the, 31, 47; claims of the Re- 
formers to pur grateful homage, 31; 



the malignity of 'Hume's charge of en* 
thusiasm exposed, 32; their religious' 
fervour and moral heroism essential to 
their success, 33; character and ana- 
lysis of Dr. Cook's wo/k, 34 et seq', 
origin and early progress of ttae Refor- 
mation in Scotland; 34 ; persecution 
of Hamilton, Campbell, Forrest, &c. 
35; rapid spread of the rebgioue innova- 
tions, 96 ; implacable spirit of Cardi- 
nal Beaton, 38 ; heroic fortitude of a fe- 
male martyr, 39 ; trial and execulhi of 
Ceorge Wuhan % 40,41 ; refections on ' 
Beaton's assassination, 43 : astonishing 
ignorance of the Popish Clergy, 45 ; ex- 
ertions of inov, 47 ; subscription efthe 
> famous bond, 146 ; the Queen regent's' 
duplicity with the Lords of the Con- 
gregation, 149; breaking out of hosti- 
lities, 150; apology for the excesses of the 
reforming party, 151 ; death of the re- 
gent and ratification of a treaty of' 
indemnity, 156; provisions of the 
Book of Discipline, 159,; reflections 
on the foregoing history, 159 ; there- 
formation in Scotland; compared with 
that of England, 464 

Reformers, doctriue of the, rescued from 
the misrepresentations of Mr. Meat, 
1051 

Regeneration, folly of supposing it an 
inseparable adjunct of Baptism, 410 ; 
tit whet sense employed by the sacred 
writers, 489 

Religion, wmiablenessof, 920' 

Repentance, inadequate ' to satisfy taw 
claim's of justice or conceal the enormity of 
sin, 256 

Reprobation, not decreed, 494; the doc- 
trine of, rejected by Modern Cal- 
viuists,408,4l0 

Revelation, Bid)ake>* Lectures on the 
Truth and Consistency of, 65 at sag; 
specimens of Dr. B. J s bad logic nod 
worse theology, 64 et seq t— *Sa?iile's 
discourses on the peculiar doctrines of, 
47 et seq, necessity of, 5 ; remarks on the 
authority of, 1124 

Reviewers reviewed, by Mr. Charles 
O'Reed, 91 et seq. 

Rewards and Punishments. See Ben* 
tham. 

Rheims Cathedra), description of , 1171 

Rhyme and measure, origin of, 137 

Rome, description of its ancient splendour, 
891 

Royal Society, Abridged. Transactions, 
.and Thomson's History of, 1000 et 
seq ; incompleteness of Dr. T.'s plan, 

- 1005 ; enumeration of sOme vexatious 
omissions, 1008 ; his supposition tbat 
the last 32 volumes of the R, «» are 
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ftato most valuable, erroneous; 1009 ; 
character of Newton. See Newton, 

•Evelyn's description of what it 



ought to be, 1113 
Ros»«ans, Dr. Clarke's Picture of the. 
overcharged, 1084 

Sacrifice. See Atonement. 

Salaries, in what light to be considered, 
87 

Salvation, of Jesus Christ and of him only, 
824 

Sardinia, picture of, 787 

Scamander— eloquent description of the 
sources of the, 1095 

Scenety, influence of, on the imagination, 
568 ' 

Scotch labourers, remnneration of, 708 ; 
•catalogue of, 698 

Scotland, origin and progress of the Re- 
formation id. See Reformation. 

Scottish Hospital, historical sketch of, 
427 

Seldeii, Aikin's Life of, 200 et seq. 

Self Control, a novel, strictures on, 6 IS 
tt seq. 

Sepulchre Holy, account of the, 1101 

Seriousness, importance of, in perform- 
ing the duties of publio instruction, 
676 

Sermons, a formal and mechanical me- 
thod in. to he avoided, 675; compa- 
rison of modern with those of the last 
century, 625; ought not to be rooked, 
807 j reflections on their enormous 
accumulation, 413 ; examination' of 
certain pteas frequently urged for print- 
ing tbem,\4l5, 804 

Serpents,— curious account of catching them 
in Nicobar, 801 

Shells, various classifications of, 3Gft 

Shipwrecked persons, Manby's Essay on 
the preservation of, 1288 ; description 
of bis interesting inventions, 1289 

Shoes, the criterion of a gentleman, 388 

Sicily, remarks on the state of, 734, 5 ; 
exemption ot articles of luxury from 
taxation, 785 

Simeon, Dr., Trail's account of the Life 
and writings of, 1131 et sea; biogra- 
phical outline, 1132, 35; examine § 
tion of his works, 1 1 37 et seq. 

Slave trade, Gaisford's Essay on the good 
effects of its Abolition, 501, et seq; 
ruinous, condition of the West India 
Islands, 505 ; expensiveness of slaves, 
506 ; comparatively small measure of 
efficient labour that can be extorted 
by the whip, 507 ; fourteen years the 
average term in which a stock of 
slaves may be supposed to perish* 
$07 ; remedial suggestions, 507, 508 



Socmianism, reasons for not embracing, 
it, 850 

Socinians,— -propriety of this appella- 
tion to denominate the abettors of the 
simple humanity of Christ instead 
of the deceptive term, Unitarians, 
187 

Song writing, Aikin's Essays on, 910; its 
peculiar province, 913 ; classification 
of Songs, 915; curious notions of 
Mr. Phnnptre on this subject, 917 

Sounds,— beauty and solemnity of, 1 30 

Spirit, agency of, something more than 
mens persuasion, 488 ; yet not com- 
pulsory, 1045; tests by which it may in 
known, 1045 

Springs, warm, in Sumatra, ami Iceland, 
574—579 

Stael, Mad. de, Sketch of her literary 
career, 311 

Steele, Sir Richard, epistolary corre- 
spondence of, 295 ; specimens of the 
trifling nature of the greater part of 
it, 296-7; Lady S. unjustly ceo* 
sored by Mr. Nichols, 298 

Strafford, remarkable for sagacity, de» 
ctsion, and daring impetuosity, 515; 
extracts from his letters, 519 ; WcU 
don's delineation of his character, Tift 

Stratification of Derbyshire* SeaDer* 
byshin?. 

Sulphur, mountains of, in- Iceland* de* 
scribed, 130; and of Montserrat, 1209 

Sulphur springs, description of i 519 

Sumatra, Marsden's history of, 290; et 
seq.; natural productions, population 
and customs, 292—95 

Sunday parties, diseounUnanceelby Bishop 
PorUus, 765 

Superstition, an agent of indefinite 
power, 330; Bryant** hktoricnl view 
of, 333 

Superstitions of the Highlanders, 138 

Surfs, enquiry into the cause of, 292 

Syiva, Evelyn's, a Discourse on forest 
trees, 1 109 ;this book one of those that 
fix an epoch ia the sciences- to which 
they relate, 1109; biographical 
sketch of its author, 1109, ot seq.; 
abstract of the work, 1115, «*«*?.; 
notice of the editor, 1120 

Tarsus, excision of the, described, 904 
Taste, the delicacy of not destroyed by 
habits of criticism, 95 

■— desirableness of its cultivation 
in subordination to more important 
pursuits, 357 

• Alison's Essays on the nature 



and principles of, 126, et seq. ; an in- 
judicious fondness for simplicity ma- 
nifested by most writers on this 



igitized by 



Google 



IWDEX' 



sobjeCt»ll£7; inalysi* of Mr. Alison's. 
work, 1 98, «/ #»f . ; the qualities pto- 
ductng the emotion of taste distin- 
guished from the faculty receiriog 
them, 1 28 ; illustrations of his theory 
thaMhe jobltme and beautiful objects 
affect us solely, as they excite * train 
of associations, 199; Sounds, ISO; 
colours 133 ; forms, 134 ; invention of 
137; proportions 



of the human frame, .1 40 ; objections 

to Mr.,A. ,J » hypothesis as unnecess* 

arily complex, and as deoying any in- 

. trinsic beauty in the qualities of mat- 

, ter, 149, 3. 

Travels, books of, thoughts on the ac- 
cumulation of, U4 ; qualities which. 
are requisite to give them permanent 
interest, 116 
Temper, trials of, compared to insect 

tormentors, 90 1 
Terebinthine vale, correspondence of 
its present appearance with the Scrip* 
tore record, 1 103 
Terracottas, Ancient, Coombe's descrip- 
tion of, 1906 . • i , 
Traditions Jewish, t* /As authority jof, 

1125 . : r 
Transportation,— radical and incurable 
defects of this practice* 89; esftti eat? 
misery of ike transit, 1 179 
lYavellifff , reflections on, 1053' 
Trees* feoSylvu.. 
Triads Welsh, their probafcle date, 1 154$ 

and historical authority, 1 1 69 
Trinidady—Dr. NugersVj wit to the Pitch 

lake of, 1957 
TrUng]ev*-tbeare*of.a rational right 
angle, cannot be equal to. a square, 
948 
Trigonometrical Survey, carried on by 
CoU Miidge, and Captain Colby, ac- 
count of, 933, it «af»; contents of. the si* 
sections into which the work is divided, 
896W8; table of the latitude, loh- 
: gitude, -and altitude , of all (the emi- 
nences* in Great Britain eaceeding 
52000 feet, 99$; sjagujar coincidences 
in the results afforded >by Ttlangula- 
tion and the base line, 930 ; disgrace* 
fill misrepresentations of the Sucvey 
by the Monthly Review, 939, et <ef. 
Turkish Army,remftTks on the, 740 
Turks,. iiesages of the, exaggerated* 
1089 j their systm of polio* in the Morea, 



Unitarian, deceitful use of this epithet 

- by modera Socinians, 187 

United .Brethren. See Moravians. 

Usher, Aikin's Life of, 969 ; comparison 
of Usher, with Sehien, 969, et sea; his- 
tory of bis Treatise on, the Pcwea, of 
the Prince, 970; hts remarkable industry 
and a'tammenU in earhf life, 971 ; his 
; opposition to an enlarged toleration of 
the Irish Catholics, 973 



Vanilla,— mode in which it is cottecied, 

593 
Vera Cru* T -r-priocipal bhjects of expor- 
tation from that port* 599 
Veins, in mineralogy discriminated from 
Faults, 829 ; manner in tshirh the Ore 
end Spars ore looked m them, 83£j 
Vermes, considered under their gens* 
'. rn,36tf ■* * .' 

Virtueandvic^roafr^^ ^ 

frar, Mailer's Elements of the Science 

of, 71,**jar; 
Waynftete, Bishop, Chandler's Life ©A 

387,e**w. - !fi 

Wishart, Upland execution of, 40, 4t < 
White, Ebeneaer, Select Remains e^ 
, 1059, esse*. 

Whitfield, Memoirs of the Life of, 1939 ; 
. the wonderful effects of ais disconssaa 
. not to be accounted for. by human 
- causes, 1 999 ; estimate of his intetyec- 
' tuai endowments, 1933; unparalleled 

display of energy and nature in bis 

oratory, 1935 ; instances of his un- 
. qnenchaUe anal, 1938 
Whitty, Pretor, Bullar* account of she 

character and death of, 1537 
Wrekin, geological structure of the, 

1963 
i 
Yellow sever, ravages of, » Mexico, 601 

Zuingrius r HeaVs Life of, 990; felicity 
; .of.tbe subject, 920 ;biogrs»>hk^r out* 
* line^-999^ see. progress of his buWscal 

enquiries, 930 ; • animated Address, . to • his* 
: feUorn citizens on the proper object e/ 

monfafr 933 j his statement of Chris* 
r . tien-rdo($tme, 935; reformed admnis- 

trothn.of.the Sacrament, 936; dim its 
! oaUls, 93* . 



B. Bryer, Printer, Bridge-street, Blackfriars, London* 
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